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6 © INTRODUCTION 


B irdwatching, or birding as 

it is now commonly called, 1s 
practiced by more than 60 million 
North Americans — making it.the 
single largest hobby on the 
continent. North America Is an 
exciting place to go birding because 
it holds billions of birds representing 
more than 900 species that are 
permanent or summer residents, 
visit regularly, or stray occasionally to 
the continent. 


AVIAN DIVERSITY 
Having attained the power of flight 
more than 150 million years ago, 
birds might be expected to be 
uniformly distributed in every corner 
of the Earth. But they are not. They 
are bound to the earth by the 
habitats to which they have adapted 
and limited by geographical barriers 
as well as the history of their lineage. 
Different species are often 
associated with major plant 
communities, or biomes, that 
provide them with critical habitat 
requirements for part or 
all of their annual 
cycle. Polar 
regions of 


The GREAT BLUE HERON has 
adapted to freshwater habitats. 
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The SNOWY OWL 1s a resident 


of the arctic tundra. 


permanent ice and snow are home to 
Ivory Gulls; the arctic tundra to 
Snowy Owls, ptarmigans, jaegers, 
Gyrfalcons, and countless shorebirds 
in summer. The great block of 
northern coniferous forests provide 
seeds for crossbills, grosbeaks, 
finches, and nuthatches; in summer, 
insects for flycatchers, vireos, and 
warblers abound. Deciduous forests, 
southern pine forests, 
grasslands, and deserts all 
we hold particular 
species of birds 

different from those in other 
biomes. Other species, such as 
herons, are adapted for freshwater 
ponds, lakes, rivers, and streams; still 
others for marshes and seashores as 
well as the open ocean. 


BIRDWATCHING IN EASTERN 
NORTH AMERICA 

The avian diversity of 

eastern North America is 
reflected in the more than 

690 species of birds that have 
been recorded roughly east of the 
100th meridian, the approximate 
north-south line used as a division 
in creating this book. 

Within the eastern half of the 
continent lie the ancient mountains 
of the Appalachians, the Gulf and 
Atlantic Coasts, grasslands, southern 
swamps and pine forests, the 
massive eastern deciduous forests, 
the Great Lakes, boreal coniferous 
forests, tundra, and ice fields. 
Among the birds inhabiting this vast 
area is the continent’s greatest 
diversity of wood warblers. 

Many birdwatchers practice their 
hobby close to their own backyards. 
They learn to recognize the species 
they see most often and occasionally 
identify a “new” species for the 
yard, perhaps even photograph the 
birds they see. Many take their 


AMERICAN COOTS thrive in hardwood swamps. 
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The BLACK-THROATED 
BLUE WARBLER nests 
in deciduous and 
coniferous forests. 


birding to the field. Some are so 
passionate that they travel North 
America identifying as many species 
as they can, often covering many 
miles on short notice to observe a 
newly discovered vagrant. 

Not even the most ardent birder 
has seen all of the more than 
920 species now accepted as having 
occurred in North America. But that 
is part of the fun and challenge of 
birding. It holds something for every 
level of interest, and the amateur 
birder stands as much chance as the 
professional of making a discovery 
that sheds important light on the 
field of ornithology. 
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HOW ‘THIS BOOK WORKS 


nul now, no tool for identifying 

birds has also provided access to 
information on behavior, nesting, 
flight patterns, and similar birds in a 
compact and user-friendly format. 
Written for the novice as well as the 
experienced birder, this book 
showcases in individual page 
profiles each of the 689 species of 
birds documented for eastern North 
America. ‘The species are in 


FINDING YOUR BIRD 

‘To find a bird, you can scan the pages of the 
book, or look up either scientific name or 
common name in the index. ‘The species are 
in taxonomic order, beginning with the non- 
passerines such as grebes, loons, ducks, 
hawks, owls, doves, hummingbirds, and 


taxonomic order and include all 
those known to breed east of the 
100th meridian in North America 
north of Mexico, or-adjacent islands 
and seas within 200 miles of the 
coast, and all species documented as 
regular visitors or vagrants by the 
American Ornithologists’ Union 
(AOU) and the American Birding 
Association (ABA). Only those 
species listed on the current AOU 
Check-list of North American Birds 
(7th edition, 1998 and its 42nd 
Supplement, 2000) and the ABA 
1998-99 ABA Check-list Report, 
Birding 31: 518-524 are included. 
Other species that have been seen 
but not yet accepted by one of 
these two bodies are not included. 
Also excluded are a host of 
introduced exotic species that are 
living in the wild, mostly in 
southern California and southern 
Florida, that are not yet recognized 
by either the AOU or the ABA as 
having viable breeding populations 
in North America. 


woodpeckers. ‘They are followed by the 
passerines, the perching or songbirds, which 
begin on page 431. Once you have found your 
bird’s species profile, it will help you identify 
the bird as well as provide ready reference to 
its natural history. 


LEAST GREBE (non-passerine) 
Birds that do not perch and sing are in 
the first part of this book. 


NASHVILLE WARBLER (passerine) 
Birds that do perch and sing are in the 
second part of this book. 
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Scientific Scientific name Average length Average length 
family name of spectes from tip of between tips of 
bill to tip of tail Open WINS 
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Species Aj. sponsa 


Common , 
LEON OOD DUCK 
Considered by many to be the most beautiful duck in North 


t 
! Scale 
name of silhouette 
SHOWS S1ZC 
its large iridescent crest and multicolored bill. In flight it 48 lines on , | of bird in 
‘ head and crest vad : 


Length 47_ Wingspan 98 _3() inches 


20 inches 


Species America, the colorful male of this species is unmistakable with 
appears big-headed with a short neck and a long oo relation to 
Deaign pauated tail. ‘he bill angles downward. this book 
escription @———e SONG Male makes soft up-slurred long, pointed Haste 
of song and whistle. Female makes rising 400-cek crest —— 
Main image 
= MMI TINA 
call and sharp crrreek, crrreek. iridescent ee —— 
blue-green red, white, 18 @ color 
e Ate hack sn black, and oy, , 
i different burgundy flanks as vellow bill dae aph of 
trom adult ae es fi 
male, female is ‘ oe sie ing 
ae white patch on 2 
shown in color sedis gat plumage 
photograph 


ease If different 
from maim 
Image, 
nonbreeding 
plumage is 


Wlustrated 


@e 
Pbk 


MALE 


burgundy breast 


Characteristit e+ BEHAVIOR deme baat = 


behavior and Frequents wooded 
feeding habits watercourses, ponds, 
and swamps. Dabbler 


yellowish sides 


gray head and crest ECLIPSE 
MALE 


short 
dark bill 


white teardrop 


ropee that feeds primarily on Fr aa 
If different vegetable a iieniiadd ee: a 
from adult, insects but also eats : eae Key field 
subadult snails, tadpoles, and mite” to wiieataks| IOTRS are 
plumage 1s salamanders. Walks chin on sides and annotated on 
illustrated easily on land and often sii photographs 

\ here. Sometimes 

Breeding several females “dimp? ———_/vownish Ly oo as 
habits and eggs in single nest box, : differentiate 


hic ay 20-40 : T eres . 
‘ype of mate which may hold 20+ Male unmistakable similar birds 


eggs. Often perches in trees. 


selection =x sus i BLUE-WINGED TEAL 2 ala glance 
@ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. “EE GREEN-WINGED ‘TEAL Q 2 
' é 2¢° ee 2 A Be 752 7 Wr : Females smaller; dark 
Incubation ae ie aa ae = 4 - “ ve JUVENILE bill; lack crest; lack white 
and nestline oe es Irst Tig ee bi 4 aay Fa ene ce DY Ae tear-drop eve patch 1» General 
tee . 2° female. 1 brood per year in North; sometimes 2 in South. j a 
information abundance, 


@ POPULATION Possibte increase due to reduced hunting 

ee. pressures and placement of 
hlight pattern nest boxes in habitat. 
indicated by icon; ° BIRDHOUSES Will use 
text provides Jo | gst boxes. 

further insight ¢ CONSKRRVATION 
Hbbitat bding lost to 

Swift direct flight with rapid wing beats tl ibering and drainage. 


marked 
historical 
changes in 
ranges or 
numbers 


Color-coded 
map shows 


1 bird’s range at 
sap a a 
is Nest Identification Lined with dowf ® rarely nests in hollow fallen logs or barn lofts ¢ buile by VATIOUS 11H eS 


location(s) of Shape si ii female * 9-15 creamy white, dull white, or pale buff eggs; elliptical to \ of ar 
nest indicated subelfiptical, 2 iptches long a } VEC 


= Location A 
by icon Leni 


description 
DATE TIME LOCATION and egg 


| identification 
Whether male and Habitat Whether bird Average weight 6 
Jematle have similar symbols migrates 
or different plumage 
Species use of man-made nesting Factors affecting species’ continued 
structures or attraction to feeders existence as a viable population 
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GUIDE TO VISUAL REFERENCES 


PHO'TOGRAP HS ; squared blackish 
Because users of this guide will be tail with slight cleft 
viewing these birds in backyards, chestnut sides of 
diana ee anaies| blue-black face extend to 
woodlands, and other natura porate sides of nape 
environments, realistic 
photographs are used as 
visual reference. Some 


whitish 
forehead 


rare and seldom- short black 
photographed species bill 

are illustrated. Unless chestnut throat 
otherwise noted, the with black 


. . “2 pe 7), 
primary image shows the ee 


male bird in breeding blue-black 


plumage. If the adult female has CLIFF wings and back 
significantly different plumage SWALLOW 

from the male a second image depicts 

the female in breeding plumage. If field whitish underparts 

marks are not visible in a photograph they with dusky gray-brown 


: ; sides and flanks 
are described in the accompanying text. : I 


ILLUSTRATIONS 

Many birds also have other plumages, including the 

winter plumage, which are depicted in illustrations. 

The plumage of the immature if different from both tn. > 
adults also is illustrated. Some species have different =) jar} MORPH WINTER WHITE 
color morphs, which are also illustrated. JUVENILE PLUMAGE MORPH 


SIMILAR BIRDS 


In many cases it can be difficult to distinguish between 
certain birds 1n the field. Thus species accounts feature ; ‘ 
alte ee ‘ ‘ Siac f - . Pale cinnamon-buff 
a list of similar birds with accompanying text that ciduaaemnene 
identifies distinct features and behavior that clearly set forehead; richer 
them apart. Male and female symbols indicate the sex cinnamon-rust rump. 
of the bird that could be mistaken for the species being 
profiled. 


CAVE SWALLOW 


DISTRIBUTION MAP 


Each species profile has a map showing where the bird 
is likely to be seen either all year long (permanent 
resident), in the breeding season (summer resident), or 
in the winter (winter resident). The maps depict only 
those parts of each species’ range within North America 
and up to approximately 100 miles offshore north of 
central Mexico to the northern borders of Canada. 


7 permanent resident 


summer resident winter resident 
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SCALE SILHOUETTES 


‘These show the silhouette of the bird overlaid 
proportionally on a copy of this book. 


Flight Pattern 


Swift graceful flight alternating several 
deep, rapid wing beats with long elliptical 
glides with sharp sweeping upturns at the 
end. Soars on thermals and updrafts. 


FLIGHT PATTERN 

Each bird’s flight pattern is shown in 
NEST IDENTIFICATION its species profile by an icon. For 
The Nest Identification box provides icons more information on flight patterns, 
describing nest shape and location. see page 20. 


Pellets of clay or mud, with lining of grasses, down, and feathers @ usually 
under eaves of buildings or under dams or bridges; sometimes on ridges of 

canyons; rarely on trunk of conifer tree under overhanging branch @ built by 
both sexes ® 3-6 white, cream, or pinkish eggs, marked with browns; oval to 
long oval, 0.8 x 0.5 inches. 


a Nest Identification 


Shape D 
Location eile) asx Re ip 


Shape Location 
as his io an RAI 
WA ig t aie oes (@\ F AY) 
Burrow Excavated Burrow Preformed Crevice Deep Cup Floating Man-made Bank Building Bridge Cave Chimney Clift Conifer 
% => ee <= la BRASS 
None Open Cup Pendant Platform Saucer Scrape Decidous Floating Grass Gravel Roof Hollow Log Man-made Pebbles 
1 2 
ww ® & Bi uit Ft — #A 
Shallow Sphere Tree Cavity Primary Tree Cavity Secondary Reed/Cattails Shrub Snag Bare Soil Stump 


HABITAT 


Habitat _@ a= == At the bottom of each species account is a set of icons 


representing all the habitat types in the order in which the bird 
is found, from the most to the least likely. 


#9? forest: coniferous, broadleaf, temperate, woot ~semidesert 


or tropical 

4 desert 

9.¢ open forest; more space between the 

trees, tundra forest, semiopen areas www lakes, rivers and vicinity, sandspits, 
mudflats, ponds 


®. forest edge, oak and riparian 
“Ss upland streams and vicinity 


EP grassland with scattered trees (includes 


farmland, citrus groves, orchards) AS open sea, low flat islands 
@& bushes, shrubs, thickets and NS. rocky or sandy seashore, bay islands, 
undergrowth; tropical lowland coastal islands, shallow coastal habitats, coastal 


bays, coastal mangroves, tidal flats, sand spits, 
of areas of scrub vegetation, frequently mudflats 
with thorns : 
Ws freshwater marshes, swamps 
wets OPEN landscapes: grassland, 
tundra, savanna, coastal ponds/sloughs — salt, 
| brackish or freshwater, coastal marshes, coastal 


W « © “ 7 ‘ ~ r 
etlands, salt marshes, prairie potholes A mountains, wooded canyons 


a. rocky places or cliffs (both on the coast 
and inland) 


ee ee 
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ANATOMY OF BIRDS 


B irds are the most diverse terrestrial vertebrates with more than 

9,800 extant species. Mammals are the only other homeothermic group 
with whom they share the planet. Yet, although mammal species number less 
than half that of birds, the mammals are much more varied in body shape 
and size. Mammals vary in form from primates to giraffes to armadillos, with 
specialists in running, hopping, flying, swimming, burrowing, digging, and 
climbing. Birds, however, all look like birds — with the same basic 
architecture, a body shape dictated by the demands of flight. 


FEATHERS 

Birds have three basic types of feathers: down, 
contour, and flight (wing and tail) feathers. 
Down feathers are next to the bird’s skin for 
insulation. ‘The contour is the most commonly 
recognized feather and the one that covers 


DOWN 


BONES 

In most species both the 

wings and the legs must be 

strong enough to transport the 

full weight of the bird, yet light 
enough to fly. Some bones have 
been fused and some bear 

internal struts. Ribs are overlapped 
for strength; others are hollowed, 
thinned, and reduced in numbers for 
lightness. In flying birds, and those 
flightless birds like penguins that use 
flipperlike forelimbs to “flv” 

underwater, the sternum, or 

breastbone, bears a thin knifelike keel to 
which the large flight muscles of the breast, 


the pectoral muscles, are attached. 


, 


CONTOUR 


most of the bird’s body. ‘Typical contour 
feathers consist of a central shaft or quill and 
the flattened portion or vane. Contour feathers 
that extend beyond the wings and tail are the 
flight feathers. 


FLIGHT 
(WING AND TAIL) 


long curved 
neck hidden 


tail bone rising 
under feathers 


above wing bones 
in this posture 


pelvis carries 
wm,  /egs and tail 


breastbone carries 
the wing muscles 


The same characteristics of strength and 
elasticity found in a bird’s feathers also can be 
found in the anatomy of its skeleton. 


BILLS 


Birds’ bills are composed of a horny sheath 
overlying a bony core. The entire lightweight 
structure has evolved in countless ways to the 
specialized needs of its owner, from seed- 


The ROSEATE 
SPOONBILL uses its 
spoon-shaped bill to scoop 


food from water. 


The NORTHERN 
CARDINAL uses its 
conical bill to crunch seeds. 


LEGS AND FEET 

The legs of birds are thin, strong, and springy, 
and in most species lack feathers on their 
distal parts where they are instead covered 
with scales. Muscles, which are concentrated 
on the portion of the leg nearest the body, 
control the extremities with a series of 


The AMERICAN ROBIN 
has a typical bird’s foot: 
four toes with three 
forward and one back. 


Some, like the HAIRY 
WOODPECKER, 
have two toes forward 
and two back. 


WINGS AND TAILS 
The shapes of wings and 
tails are an adaptation to 
where and how a bird 
flies. Look carefully at 
flight silhouettes: forest 
raptors (a) have rounded 
wings for living in dense 
vegetation; swallows (b) 
have narrow tapering 
wings. The tapering wings 
and narrow tail of a falcon 


The MALLARD has 
three wehbed toes and CRESTED 


one vestigial toe in 


back. 
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cracking to nectar probing and from fish- 
catching to fruit-picking. Birds also use their 
bills to build nests, preen, and court. Bills may 
change in size and/or color in breeding season. 


The RUBY-THROATED 
HUMMINGBIRD uses its 
long needlelike bill to probe 


into flowers for nectar. 


The RED CROSSBILL*s 
hill features mandibles 


ideal for digging the seeds 
out of pinecones. 


tendons. ‘Toes generally number four with 
three forward and one opposable toe pointed 
backward, but some North American birds 
have only three. ‘Toes are covered by scales 
and have claws at their tips which in birds of 
prey are enlarged into strong talons. 


The BALD 

EAGLE has claws 
enlarged and 
elongated into 
talons. 


The DOUBLE- 
CORMORANT has 


four webbed toes. 


(c) contrast with the broad 
splayed wings and broad 
tail of an eagle (d), which 
allow an eagle to soar. 
‘Terns (e) have long 
elegant wings; albatross 
wings (f) are very long, 
with an extended inner 
section for flying over 
water like a sailplane. 


a) 


crossed at the tips that are 
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| TOPOGRAPHY OF A BIRD 


ys you consult the species profiles in this book you will encounter a 
number of ornithological terms that describe the “landscape,” or groups 
of feathers, of a bird’s body. Learning these terms will help you use your 
field guide and, when you look at living birds, prompt you to see more detail 
with each sighting. 

ia Via ste eee > 1 

TIPS FOR THE FIELD 
1. Start by looking at the bird’s head. Note its bill and the markings on its face. 
2. Get a feel for the bird’s overall shape and size and note body markings. 
3. Note shapes and markings of tail and wings. 
4. Watch it fly and note markings visible in flight. 


uppertail primaries secondaries 


COVETTS .. 


tail or @ 
Tecetrices 


undertail coverts re 


or crissum 


primaries 


WINGS 
(primaries, secondaries, tertials 
» collectively = remiges) 


~ 


tibia ——. 3 


alula 


greater under € greater coverts 


primary coverts 


secondaries Me My 


—e median coverts = 


median under e——— 


primary coverts lesser coverts 


secondaries e— 


lesser under e——— scapulars 


primary coverts 


aX iHaries @ 
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HEAD median lateral crown supraloral 
: Crown stripe stripe area 
supercilium ae 
(supercilary 
stripe) mustache 


submustachial stripe 


postocular stripe malar stripe 


ear patch 
(auricular) 

CTOW@N 
ar COVETT Or 
auricular 


nape 


forehead 


back 


tertials 


lore 


upper mandible 


lower mandible 


chin 


throat 


side of neck 


breast 


scapulars 


tarsus or 
tibtotarsus 


flank 


= al 
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VARIATIONS WITHIN SPECIES 


B irds are the most colorful of all terrestrial vertebrates. ‘Vheir coloration 
varies widely not only from species to species but within species. Often 
plumage colors differ between the sexes, between adults and their young, 
and from season to season. All of these different color patterns increase the 
challenge of identification for the birder. 


MALE/FEMALE 
VARIATIONS 

Within a species, adult 
males often differ in color 
and pattern of plumage, 
and sometimes in size, 
from adult females. 


JUVENILE 


MALE FEMALE 


PAINTED BUNTINGS have three distinct plumages. 


JUVENILE PLUMAGE 
VARIATIONS 


On an individual bird, color changes 
occur when feathers molt, or drop from 
their follicles to be replaced by new 
feathers. In its life span a bird will molt 
many times. After its first molt, when it 
loses its natal down, the bird will attain 
its juvenile plumage. Vhis will be its first 
plumage with contour and flight feathers. 
This plumage often does not resemble 
that of either adult and Is worn briefly for MALE 
a few weeks or months. For the purposes 
of this book the term “juvenile” is used 
to refer to subadult plumaged birds that 
may, or may not, be sexually mature. 


JUVENILE 


FEMALE 


Mate and female NORTHERN CARDINALS have 
different plumages, while juveniles resemble females. 


OTHER SUBADULT PLUMAGES 

Although in many species, such as the bunting and cardinal, the juvenile attains adult 

plumage after its first year, there are species in which it takes the juvenile longer to do this. 
It may take juveniles of some species two years or more. ‘These 

individuals may experience what are known as first, second, or even 

third winter or summer plumages before attaining the plumage 

of adult birds. ‘The Ring-billed Gull is one such example. 


Adult 
RING-BILLED GULL Third Year Second Year First Year 
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SEASONAL VARIATIONS IN ADULT BIRDS | 
Most adult birds have two molts a year with a complete molt 

of all feathers after the breeding season and a partial molt in 
late winter/early spring in which only the head and body 


feathers are replaced. 


INDIGO BUNTING 


in winter plumage 


INDIGO BUNTING 


in breeding plumage or basic plumage. 


OTHER VARIATIONS 


Some genetic variations in color and pattern can be seen among populations representing 
different geographical races, of a species. ‘These races are also referred to as subspecies. 


MALLARD in 
eclipse plumage 


MALLARD in 


breeding plumage 


The late winter or early spring molt produces the brighter 
plumage associated with many breeding birds and ts called the 
breeding plumage or alternate plumage. Male ducks undergo a molt 
just after the nesting season begins and get a fresh coat of 
feathers that is drab like the female’s called an eclipse plumage. 
Fall molts produce a plumage called winter plumage, fall plumage, 


SLATE- eee 
COLORED Be oe 
JUNCO NG 


PINK-SIDED 
JUNCO 


WHITE-WINGED 


GRAY-HEADED 
JUNCO 


JUNCO 


The DARK-EYED JUNCO has five adult plumage variations associated with different geographical regions 


Hybrids between species may produce birds that 
share some characteristics of each parent but still 
have a very different appearance. 


LAWRENCE’S BREWSTER’S 
WARBLER WARBLER 
Results from crosses between Golden-winged Warblers and 
Blue-winged Warblers and their offspring. 


Some species have two 
or more color phases or morphs. 


The EASTERN SCREECH-OWL has red, gray, 


and brown morphs. 
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HOW TO IDENTIFY BIRDS 


B irds that come to backyard feeders often stay long enough for you to 
study them in detail, but not all birds are so cooperative and often a 
fleeting glimpse is all you get. Learn to get the best look you can under the 
conditions and to see the entire bird well. First impressions of a bird, 
especially a new species for you, will give you clues for comparing it with 
birds you already know. What you are looking for are field marks, those 
physical clues that include size, shape, color patterns, and behavior, and 
also the habitat the bird is in and the sounds it may make. 

Learn to routinely and quickly look at the details of the head; markings 
on the body, wings, and tail; and the shapes of the bird’s parts. 


HEAD 


Is the crown: 


striped streaked capped crested 


Look for other markings on the face such as: 


superciliary stripes eye rings spectacles 


mustache marks 
the eye 


BODY PLUMAGE 


Are the underparts: 


spotted 


| plain and unmarked streaked 


TAIL 


Is the tail: 
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or ee Mata 


forked 


fan-shaped 


wedge-shaped pointed 


notched square 


MARKINGS 


Does it have distinctive wing or tail markings such as: 


long 


bars bands 


BH, 
Is the bill: 


spots 


contrasting colors 


needlchiee 


SONG 

Many expert birders 
rely on their ears as 
much as their eyes to 
identify birds. Any of 
the many cassette 

~ tapes, CDs, or videos 

§ can help you learn the 
songs, calls, and other 
sounds birds make. 


hooked 


decurved 


i . 
. mee 


ey 


ss 


long or short 


spatulate 


fii BEHAVIOR 

The behavior of the bird will 
also provide clues to its 

| identity. Does it bob, wag, or 
pump its tail either up and 
down or back and forth? Note 
its flight pattern. Does it back 
down a tree or go headfirst? 
| For more information on 


Behavior, see page 22. 
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IDENTIFYING BIRDS IN FLIGHT 


How a bird flies — the speed of the wing stroke as well as the pattern — can 
often help you recognize a species. 


Direct — steady flight with regular wing beats, 
along a constant line; typical of most species, 
including waterfowl, herons, doves, crows, 
shorebirds, and many songbirds. 


Dynamic soaring — glides over water “downhill” 
with the wind to its back and when close to 
the surface quickly turns 180 degrees back 
into the wind. ‘There the bird ts lifted back up 
to near the original height upon which it turns 
back and soars “downhill” again. Characteristic 
of many pelagic species, including albatrosses, 
shearwaters, and petrels. 


Flap and glde — alternates a burst of several 
wing beats with a short or long level glide. 
Many birds of prey, both hawks and owls, use 
this flight pattern as do Black Vultures, ibis, 
and pelicans. 


Fiightless — many species living in 
environments free of predators have given up 
the energy-demanding activity of flight. “The 
only flightless North American species, the 
Great Auk, was hunted to extinction in 1844. 


Glide — wings are held fully or partially 
extended as the bird loses altitude. Many birds 
glide down to a landing, or from perch to 
perch. Hawks may glide from the top of one 
thermal to the bottom of the next in migration. 


Hawking — flying up from the ground or down 
from an aerial perch to seize a flying insect and 
looping back down to the same or nearby 
perch. Characteristic of flycatchers and other 
small, active insect-eating birds such as 
warblers, the Cedar Waxwing, and several 
species of woodpeckers. 


Hovering — rapid wingbeats while the bird 
remains suspended in one spot over the 
ground or water. ‘Typical of hummingbirds, 
kingfishers, American Kestrel, Osprey, Rough- 
legged Hawk and many small birds that hover 
briefly to glean food from vegetation. 


Mothlike — an erratic, sometimes bouncy, slow 
flight seen in nightyars, a few storm-petrels, 
and in the display flights of some small birds. 


Skims — the flight pattern of the Black 
Skimmer in which the bird flies a steady 
course with its lower mandible cleaving the 
surface of still water as it feeds. 


Static soaring — requires about a twentieth of 
the energy of flapping flight. Birds soar on 
rising heated columns of air, thermals, or on 
deflected currents and updrafts. Large hawks, 
eagles, vultures, storks, White Pelicans, and 
gulls soar this way. 


Straight line formation — an energy-saving style 
of flight used by some larger birds such as 
cormorants, pelicans, ibis, some waterfowl, and 
others. Birds may fly one behind the other, or 
abreast as do some scoters and eiders. 


Undulating — some small birds conserve energy 
by rising on one or more wing beats and then 
folding the wings to the body and swooping 
down to the next wing beat. Characteristic of 
woodpeckers, finches, and chickadees. 


V formation — an energy-saving flight style used 
by some larger birds, including ducks, geese, 
cranes, and cormorants. 


Zigzag — a pattern used by birds flushed from 
the ground as a way to elude predators. The 
Common Snipe and several species of quail 
are good examples. 
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BEHAVIOR 


large portion of the bird behavior we admire 1s instinctive and 
associated with particular species and families. So as you look 
for field marks, notice the bird’s body language. 
It will give you many clues to its identity. 


TAIL MOVEMENT 

Some birds flip their tails as they move or 
perch. ‘The tail may be cocked at an angle over 
the back, fanned open or closed, wagged, 
bobbed, or pumped up or down. Some birds 
constantly bob their bodies up and down as 
they walk or stand; others bob or jerk 
occasionally, while others sway back and forth 
as they walk. 


ro IE NARNIT 
BOD! MOV EMEN : BEWICK’S WREN holds its tail 
Some birds hop like a sparrow. Some run or high above its back as it hops, often 
walk. They may climb trees straight up, hitch flicking it from side to side. 


up or back down them, walk headfirst down 
them, or cling upside down. Many birds wade 
like herons and egrets, or swim like ducks and 
geese. Some aquatic species feed by dabbling 
or tipping up their bodies with their heads and 
necks beneath the surface. Others dive 
completely below the surface. 


The PAINTED REDSTART spreads its 
tail, flashing the white outer tail feathers. 


eet agian 


lhe BLUE-WINGED TEAL dabbles for food. The TRICOLORED HERON wades. 


FORAGING 

Notice whether the bird 
forages on the ground, in the 
treetops, or at the mid-story 
level. Shorebirds may stay on 
the dry sand or away from the 
water's edge on a mudflat, or 
they may wade in the shallows, 
while some species may wade 
up to their bellies. Some 
shorebirds pick at their food 
while others drill and probe 
rapidly in the mud. 


1 se 


¥ ane ba ae 


DOVES are foraging on 


DISPLAY BEHAVIORS 
Many species exhibit 
distinctive display behaviors 
during breeding season. 
They may dance like 
Prairie-Chickens, cranes, or 
Western Grebes; skylark like 
sparrows or buntings; or put 
on the aerial shows of 
woodcock and snipe. Many 
species, especially ground- 
nesters, will try to lead 
intruders away from the nest 
with distraction displays 
including the broken-wing 
or crippled-bird act. 


A juvenile WHITE IBIS probes with its bill for food in shallow water: 
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the ground. 
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ABUNDANCE AND DISTRIBUTION 


hat does it mean when 

someone says a bird 1s 
“common” or that a species Is 
“abundant” or “rare?” ‘Io appreciate 
a bird species’ presence (or lack of 
it) ina given region you need to 
consider the factors of habitat, 
geographical range, and season of 
the year. Keep in mind that the 
distribution and abundance of birds, 
among the most mobile of the 

| earth’s creatures, are not static and 

the boundaries of populations often 


change. Birds are easily impacted by 
changes in climate and habitat 
brought about by natural or human 
causes, with seasonal migrations 
being the most obvious result. ‘Thus 
knowing the seasonal occurrence of a 
bird is important in confirming its 
identification. ‘he range maps in 
this guide are color-coded to provide 
you with this information. You can 
get even more specific information 
from local checklists, local bird 
books, websites, and local birders. 


Abundant means a species is so 
conspicuous that birders usually 
observe more than 25 individuals 
daily in proper habitat and season. 


Common means 
birders are likely to 
see 5—25 individuals 
daily in proper P 
habitat and season. 4 


EUROPEAN 
STARLING BLACK-CAPPED 
CHICKADEE 


Fairly common means a 


species is common enough 

that birders should observe at 
least one individual daily in 
proper habitat and season. 


Uncommon species 

can be widespread 

but may not be 

observed by 

birders searching 

for it in proper 

habitat and season. YELLOW-THROATED 
VIREO 

Casual means a bird that wanders into 

North America at infrequent intervals and 

is not observed annually, but exhibits a 

pattern of occurrence over several decades. 


LONG-EARED 
OWL 


Rare can mean either that the 
species is widely distributed 
outside North America but 
exists in low numbers here, 
or that the entire population 
—e is small and local. sate = 
WHITE-THROATED 


ANTILLEAN NIGHTHAWK ROBIN 


[rruptive means 
the species is 
erratic in its @ 
movements — i 
present and even 

numerous in a 

region in one fis : 

year and absent ¢ _=- aU 


7 ¥o 


the next. e& | ee 


bl Ne 

a i 
‘ 

a 


ea 


SNOWY 
OWL 


population. 


_-* Exotic means a non-native 
species illegally released or 
escaped, such as the many 
parrot species in south Florida, 
or a non-native species that has 
arrived in the region on its own 
like the Cattle Egret, or with 
passive human assistance (such 
as hitching a transoceanic ride 
on a ship). 


CATTLE 
EGRET 


Summer residents breed and 
raise their young in one region 
and leave to winter in another 
region, usually to the south. 


CEDAR 
WAXWING 


AMERICAN TREE 
SPARROW 


Winter residents arrive in a region 
only during the winter months 

after their breeding season, and 
usually breed to the north of it. 


Introduced means a non-native 
species deliberately released in 
a legal effort to establish a 


SEMIPALMATED 
SANDPIPER 
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= 


Vagrant is a migrant that ha 
strayed off its usual route. 


WHITE-EYED 
VIREO 


RING-NECKED 
PHEASANT 4 


-———e Permanent 
residents live 
in the same 
geographic 
region all 
year. 

NORTHERN 

CARDINAL 


SHY 
ALBATROSS 


Accidentals are species that 


times in a region. 


Transients pass through a 
region only once or twice 
a year during their spring 
and/or fall migrations. 


S 


have occurred fewer than ten 


| 
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WATCHING BIRDS IN (THE BACKYARD 


f you provide suitable food, shelter, and water, birds will come to your 

backyard. If you offer a variety of these necessities you will attract a 
greater diversity of birds. Place your feeders, nesting boxes, and birdbaths 
where the birds will feel safe from people and animals and where you can 
see the birds as you go about your daily routine. 


FOOD AND FEEDERS 

Many people enjoy feeding birds year-round. Basic types of feeders 
include platform feeders, hopper feeders, tube feeders, ball feeders, 
window feeders, fruit feeders, nectar feeders, and suet feeders. 
Standard foods include black (oil) sunflower seed (the best single 
seed), striped sunflower seed, hulled sunflower (chips/hearts) seed, 
niger (called “thistle” ) seed, safflower seed, white proso millet seed, 
red millet seed, milo seed, corn (whole kernel, shelled, and cracked), 
peanuts, peanut butter, suet and suet mixes, fruits, and nectar. 


HOUSE FINCHES and a NORTHERN CARDINAL find food and shelter. AMERICAN GOLDFINCHES 
at a tube feeder. 


A female RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER finds suet in a wire cage feeder. 
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WATER 
Birds need 
water as much 
as they need food. 
If you include even 
one dependable source of 
water in your yard you will 
attract a great variety of birds to 
drink, bathe, and cool off. If 
there is a running water or 
dripping water element even 
more species will come. 

There are many styles of 
water containers to choose from but the only 
requirement is: Maintain a stable supply of 
clean water in a shallow container no deeper 
than three inches. 


Two types of nest boxes you can 
make yourself. 


“Hotel” for PURPLE. MARTINS. 
SHELTER AND NEST BOXES 


Planting trees, shrubs, and other vegetation not only 
provides food for birds but shelter and nesting places. 
Many species will use nest boxes. Others will use nesting 
shelves or ledges, and larger species will use raised 
nesting platforms. Nesting boxes can be made of wood, 
aluminum, or plastic; natural gourds are often used for 
martins and swallows. 


| 
NORTHERN CARDIN. WL ata traditional birdbath. 
| 


l —s nest fbr MOL R. VING DOF E rey 
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WATCHING BIRDS IN THE FIELD 


| ery little gear is needed to watch birds, other than your own curiosity. 
‘Two indispensable items are a good pair of binoculars and a good field 
guide. Birding with experienced birders who know the area ts also valuable 
in getting you off to a good start. It is a good 1dea to keep a small notebook 
handy. Later you may want to add a camera and telephoto lens; a spotting 

scope with tripod becomes a good investment for the more serious birder. 


Pete 


Birders at Point Pelee National Park, Ontario. 


ma 
i 


| a 4 
me 


ee BINOCULARS 
Bei Look for magnifying ranges from 7x to 10x power. 
eS The outside diameter of the lenses that are 
farthest from your eyes (the objective lenses) 
should range from 35mm to 50mm. ‘The power of 
magnification and the diameter of the objective 
lenses (the latter helps determine light-gathering 
ability) are combined and stamped on the 
binoculars as two numbers such as: 7 x 35, 7 x 50, 
or 8 x 42. Small compact binoculars such as 
8 x 23 are lightweight and tempting to carry in the 
BINOCULARS field, but the small SIZe of the objective lenses 
Look for magnifying ranges from limits the amount of light they can gather, making 
7x to 10x power. birdwatching under low light difficult. 


N 
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BASIC PHOTOGRAPHY EQUIPMENT 

The best camera body for bird photography is a 35mm single 
lens reflex (SLR). This camera allows you to view the 
subject directly through the lens. Many birds move quickly 
so your camera should have a fast shutter speed of at least 
1/500 sec or higher, and the films you use with natural light 
should have high exposure speeds in the range of 200-400 
ISO (ASA). A telephoto lens will allow you to photograph a 
larger image; you will need one 1n the 300mm to 500mm 
range. A sturdy tripod is required for sharp exposures. 

Use blinds to conceal yourself from the bird and let you 
get much closer. Automobiles will work as long as you 

stay inside. 


TRIPOD 
To improve the sharpness 
of your exposures. 


: _ CAMERA TELEPHOTO LENS 
35mm single lens reflex (SLR). Look for a lens in the 300 mm to 


500mm range. 


A temporary moveable blind in the form of a simple tent can conceal birders enough to put wary birds at ease. 
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HOW TO BE A BETTER BIRDER 


here are many ways to improve your birding skills and increase your 
enjoyment of birdwatching. a ss 


HOW ‘THIS ROOK WORKS 


FS ia haa 


STUDY AT HOME 

Time spent at home studying your field guide will 
make a big difference. Find local checklists of birds, 
or state and regional bird books, that provide even 
more specific information about the birds in your 
area. Listen to recordings of bird songs and calls. 


IMPROVE YOUR FIELD SRILES 
Birds have keen color eyesight and hearing. 
They are frightened by sudden movements, 
loud noises, and bright clothing that does 
not “blend” with the background. 
Experienced birders move deliberately, 
stalking quietly. They converse in low tones 
and stand patiently. 


Birds are curious and attracted to sounds. 
When you make “pishing” noises (forcing 
air out through clenched teeth as if saying 
“pish, pish, pish”), or “squeaking” (making 
a high-pitched squeak by sucking air 
through closely pursed lips, a sound that can 
be amplified by “kissing” the back of your 
hand) many birds’ curiosity will be piqued 
and they will come closer. Often they 
produce alarm notes or assembly calls, 
causing even more birds to come out where 
you can see them. 


Birders at Gape May Point, New Jersey. 


KEEP A RECORD 

Keeping good records of the birds you see will 
help you learn when seasonal species are 
present and how abundant they may be. There 
is still much science does not know about 
birds, particularly about behavior and 
abundance in some habitats, and the amateur 
birder can make valuable contributions. 
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PRACTICE BIRDING ETHICS 
Birding is not without its responsibility to the 
welfare of the bird. ‘The American Birding 
Association has compiled a Code of Ethics for 
its members. (Copies can be obtained by 
writing to the ABA at the address below.) 
Their basic message is that birders’ actions 
should not endanger the welfare of birds or 
other wildlife; they should not harm the 
natural environment; and birders must always 
respect the rights of others, especially their 
rights to privacy and private property rights. 


A female feeds baby bluebirds. 


BIRD PROTECTION IN 
BREEDING SEASON 


Remember that birds are 
sensitive to disturbance. 
Nothing should be done that 
will frighten them or alter the | 
surroundings of their nest. | 


Once frightened, they may 
abandon the nest, 
and this could 
set their 
breeding back 
a whole year. 


The welfare of fledgling SCREECH-OWLS like these depends on 
birders who practice good ethics. 


JOIN A CLUB 


Every state and province has established bird clubs. Many local clubs are associated with 
state, provincial, or regional ornithological societies that network activities, have regular 
meetings, and publish newsletters. You can locate your nearest bird clubs on the 
internet, or though the Conservation Directory of the National Wildlife Federation, your 
state conservation or wildlife department, local library, or newspaper. 


Birding organizations exist on the national and international level as well. Some national 

organizations and their publications are: 

¢ American Birding Association, PO Box 6599, Colorado Springs, CO 80934; Birding. 

¢ American Ornithologists’ Union, The Auk; Association of Field Ornithologists, Journal of 

Field Ornithology; Cooper Ornithological Society, The Condor; Wilson Ornithological 

Society, Wilson Bulletin. All can be contacted c/o Ornithological Societies of North | | 
| 
| 


America, 810E, 10th Street, Lawrence, KS 66044. | 
¢ Laboratory of Ornithology at Cornell University, 159 Sapsucker Woods Road, Ithaca, | 
NY 14850; Living Bird quarterly. 

¢ National Audubon Society, 700 Broadway, New York, NY 10003. 
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CONSERVATION 


e are lucky that here in North 

America we have lost 
relatively. few bird species to 
extinction. Laws to protect,some 
species were passed as early as the 
late 1700s, but even then some 
came too late or were not enforced. 
‘Today, all species of birds native to 
North America are protected by 
state, provincial, and federal laws 
and cannot be collected or held in 
captivity without a legal permit 
(introduced, non-native species are 
not so protected). Some species, 
considered game species, are 
managed and can be legally 
harvested during hunting seasons. 

Stull, many species of North 

American birds are in decline. 
Several species require 
management because their 
populations have become 
dangerously low. ‘These species are 
given additional protection and 
listed by state, provincial, or 
federal authorities as “threatened” 
or “endangered.” ‘The bird 
conservation effort across America 


is joined by organizations such as the WOOD STORK ts dechning due to 
Oe ae ; habitat destruction and the disruption 
the National Audubon Society, the of water flow through southern Florida. 


American Bird Conservancy, and 


Partners in Flight. ‘The latter 
group is an Americas-wide 
. coalition of more than 
“<<<, 160 organizations and 
government agencies. 
Many of our continent’s 
birds have not fared well 
at the hands of man. ‘They 
have been persecuted as 
pests, victimized by wanton 
shooting, deprived of habitat, 
subjected to poisons, forced into 
competition by introduced species, 


Some populations of 
LEAST TERN are 
endangered due to human 
disturbance of nesting areas. 
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The SPECTACLED EIDER has seen mayor decline in 
recent years due to the introduction of firearms into its 
limited nesting range. 


and preyed upon by brood parasites. Many 
of the species that nest in North America, 
particularly songbirds and shorebirds, are 
neotropical migrants wintering in other 
countries where they are exposed to 
similar stresses, often with less protection. 


Birds and other wildhife need our help now more 
than ever before. Conservation requires the 
support of every citizen to prevent the continued The CALIFORNIA CONDOR is now 


loss of our natural heritage. nearly extinct In the wild due 10 hunting 
: ‘ and lead poisoning. 


ee Susi esti 


LAUGHING GULLS and BROWN PELICANS live side by side with America’s offshore oil industry. 


34 e INTRODUCTION 


EXTINCTION 


he North American continent north of Mexico hosts more than 

700 species of native nesting birds. Direct persecution and indirect 
population stresses caused by loss of required habitat — both factors 
generated by humans — have resulted in a small percentage that are now 
either extinct or on the very brink of extinction. Likewise, many other 
species are declining and some are in serious trouble. ‘The first to go was the 
Great Auk, the only flightless species on the continent, after centuries of 
unregulated exploitation. Many of these species were abundant, and some, 
like the Passenger Pigeon, were among the most numerous species in North 
America. Often sheer numbers made them easy to kill in quantity and their 
marketing profitable. Improvements in firearms and transportation, plus the 
conversion of the vast eastern forests into farmland, hastened the decline of 
these species. 

‘Today we are more enlightened. We have enacted laws and extended 
efforts to save species. There are preservation success stories with species 
like Peregrine Falcons, Bald Eagles, Brown Pelicans, Ospreys, Whooping 
Cranes, and ‘Trumpeter Swans. But, there is still much to do as human 
populations continue to alter critical habitats. 

‘The Eskimo Curlew, Ivory-billed Woodpecker, and Bachman’s Warbler 
are considered probably extinct. The four species on the pages that follow, 
the Labrador Duck, Great Auk, Passenger Pigeon, and Carolina Parakeet, are 
now classified as extinct. 


Family SCOLOPACIDAE Species Nymenius borealis \©"8 14 inches WindsPa) 23.27 inches _ 


ESKIMO CURLEW 


Once among the most numerous shorebirds in North America, this bird was rare by the 20th 
century due to unrestricted shooting during fall migration on the North Atlantic Coast, on the 
wintering grounds in Argentina, and in spring migration in Texas and on the Great Plains. 
Gregarious by nature, large flocks attracted market and sport hunters, who killed them by the 
wagonload and shipped them to eastern cities. Most records 

in the 20th century were in spring on the ‘Texas coast; 
the last specimen was recorded in Barbados in 


1963, and the last sight records were in 1982 
in Canada. va 


supercilium 


blackish brown crown 
and upperparts with buff 
Be spotting and feather edging 


slender decurved 


e SONG Soft tremulous twittering ill 


whistles in flight. Calls thin high-pitched 
squeaks and whistles. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious 
in migration and 
on wintering 
grounds; often 
in large flocks. 


dark brown 
eye stripe 


Similar | 
‘ : i 


WHIMBREL 
Larger; longer decurved 
bill; buffy central crown 


pale cinnamon stripe; primaries barred 


Approachable; habit of wing linings buffy brown ang aus ei 

‘ © : : : JS. brown body; paler 
returning to site after shots underparts isteaked and 
; ; Siete ; SE ee underparts streaked an 
fired into flock made it ys bis ne eae spotted with dark 


browns; upperparts 
edged buff-gray; gray- 
buff supercilium. 


vulnerable to hunters. Nested on 
Arctic tundra; wintered in open areas, 
prairies, and agricultural fields. 
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Family PICIDAE Species Compephilus principalis \*?8N 19.5 inches | WiNesPan 30_32 inches 


IVORY-BILLED WOODPECKER 
‘The largest woodpecker north of Mexico 
depended on large tracts of primeval 
bottomland and swamp forests to sustain 
its feeding habits. The head and bill 
were used by Native Americans for trade 
items and early settlers valued them for 
good luck, but it was the felling of the 
large southern forests and the loss of its 
food supply that doomed this woodpecker. 
Once it became rare, people hunted the 
remaining birds for museum and private 
collections. An estimated twenty-two birds 
existed in the US in 1938; the last records 
were in the 1940s. Unverified sightings are still 
being reported from the South, and a Cuban 
subspecies was confirmed to be alive in the late 1980s. 


red crest 


black 
forecrest 


fis 
a 


wory- 


white bill 


black 


overall 


¢ SONG Nasal clarinet-like yank, yank, yank, often in a series 
like a large White-breasted Nuthatch. 

¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs, mated for life, or in small family groups 
just after nesting season. Fed on wood-boring insects under 
bark of dead or dying trees, some fruits and berries. Ranged 
from Ohio River Valley to east ‘Texas, Gulf Coast, and also to 
the state of Florida. 


BACHMAN’S WARBLER 


Possibly never very numerous, this songbird 
lived in bottomland forests and swamps and 
their canebrakes along the coastal plain from 
southern Kentucky and Missouri to South 
Carolina. It was found in the Gulf coastal 
states in migration on its way to and from 
wintering grounds in Cuba and in some 
locations along the Suwannee River in 
Florida. The clearing of these forests for 
timber and agricultural drainage hastened 
the decline. The last certain US record 

was near Charleston, South Carolina, in 
1962; and the last individual seen was a 
wintering female in Cuba in 1981. 


¢ SONG Buzzy trill of 6-8 notes ona 
single pitch; similar to Worm-eating Warbler 
or Chipping Sparrow but higher pitched. 
Persistent singer on breeding grounds. 

© BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 
Foraged at middle to high level in trees. 
Nested in thickets within 3 feet of ground 
in briers, canebrakes, or bushy tangles. 
Gleaned insects from foliage and branches. 


gray hindcrown 4 
and nape 


olive 


upperparts 


white 
undertail 
coverts 


white tail 
patches 


Similar Birds 


-e white streak from 
eye to back of wing 


white patch on 
9 folded wing 


PILEATED 
WOODPECKER 
Smaller ® male has red 


crest and mustache 
mark; black mask 
extends from lores to 
nape; white supercilium 
begins behind eye; 
white chin; white line 
extends from base of 
bill to sides of breast 

® female has black 
forehead and mustache. 


Family PaRULIDAE Species Yormjvora hachmanii Length 4254.75 inches | Wingspan 6 75_7.5 inches 


black forecrown 


yellow forehead 


and supercilium 


laree black bib 


on breast 


yellow underparts 


HOODED WARBLERG’ 
Similar to male but has 
yellow face; black hood 
from crown to throat; 
white outer tail feathers. 


NASHVILLE WARBLERO’ 
Similar to female but | 


has yellow chin, throat, 
and underparts; gray 
head, crown, and nape. | 
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Family ANATIDAE Species Cyyptorhynchus labradorius | “®°8t 20 inches Wingspan 30_32 inches 


LABRADOR DUCK 


a. ~————— white head, neck, 
This small duck was thought to have 


and breast 


black cap e— 


nested on islands on the south coast of p/ack back, rump, tail, 
the Labrador Peninsula. It was market sides, and flanks 
hunted into the 1860s even though its 
flesh was not relished and specimens 
often spoiled. The last recorded 
individual was shot off the coast 
of Long Island in 1875. 

¢ SONG Unrecorded. vee 

¢ BEHAVIOR Wary, quick to ae fated 
fly on whistling wings. Small primaries 
flocks of 7-10 in winter. 

Leathery spoonlike expansion — brown wings 
at end of upper mandible and —@&/4 large 
prominent vertical lamellae in white patches 
the lower mandible were used 
to sift shellfish from mud or 
sand. Reported to have fed 
on marine invertebrates 
and seaweed. Nested on 
tundra islands; wintered at sea 
frequenting sandy bays and coastal 
estuaries along North Atlantic Coast. 


Family ATCIDAE Species Pingyinus impennis | “©°8Y 28-30 inches | Win&sPan 23-25 inches 


GREAT AUK 

‘The largest alcid was the original penguin and the only flightless species on the continent in 
historical times. Widespread in the 16th and 17th centuries, it was recorded as breeding on 
islands from Scotland and Sweden to the Gulf of St. Lawrence and the Canadian Maritimes. 
Once numerous, centuries of raids on its colonies by sailors and fisherman who took adults and 
young for food brought it to extinction. Wintering along the Atlantic Coast occasionally as far 
south as Florida, the last known pair was captured at their nest on Eldey Rock off the coast of 


Iceland on > 3,18 
June 3, 1844. large arched black bill crossed 
by numerous vertical white lines 


black necklace 


and underparts 


MALE 


KING EIDER 
Male has white head, 
upper back, breast, and 
Q flanks; stubby orange 
bill; orange forehead; 


lavender crown and 
nape @ female has rusty 
brown body; black bill. 


black bill 
with creamy- 
pink basal 
half 


@ COMMON EIDER 
Gan. Male has sloping green, 
black, and white head; 
white back and breast; 
black sides and 
underparts; orange bill 
¢ female has tawny 
chestnut body with 


blackish bill. 


brown body 


FEMALE 


a “fn . 
¢ SONG Generally silent except 
when alarmed in breeding colonies. 
Croak or guttural gurgling. short white 
4 : ca postocular 
® BEHAVIOR Flightless. spot 
Gregarious; in flocks or small 
groups at sea. Nested in large 
colonies on isolated rocky 
islands in North Atlantic. (Sere gees 
Ty: : HACK WINGS 
Widespread at sea in the eos ete 
; with white tips 
nonbreeding season in to secondaries 
winter. Walked upright on ; ay Aiea 
7 T ITODWMISHN OLACR 
land standing erect. Used sighed 
i upperparts 
short wings to move swiftly gd tile 
underwater, steering with its 
feet, diving down to an estimated 
250 feet to feed on,fish. 


large white oval 
in front of eye 


white underparts from upper 


see breast to tip of undertail coverts 


Similar Birds 


RAZORBILL 
Much smaller; single 


vertical line near tip of 
bill; white line from 
base of bill to eye; 
white underparts ascend 
to point on throat; black 


upperparts, tail, and 


wings; white trailing 


edge on secondary 


feathers. 
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Family COLUMBIDAE Species BE rrgpistes migratorius | “P&M 16 inches Wingspan 2475.5 inches 


PASSENGER PIGEON Picci 


‘The most abundant bird in North America at the head and 
time of European settlement may have made up a pc 
a quarter of its bird population. ‘Vhe Passenger 
Pigeon and the eastern deciduous forest upon 
which it depended were destroyed 
simultaneously. John James Audubon 
described migrating flocks that stretched for 
miles in the sky and took three days to pass 
over, and which he estimated to contain over 

a billion birds. As the forest was reduced to 
farmland, the birds were hunted throughout 
the year. The last known wild specimen was 
shot in 1898; and the last surviving bird, 
Martha, a captive reared individual, died at 
age 29 in the Cincinnati Zoo in 1914. 


MALE tawny breast 


blue-gray 
upperparts 
brownish 
gray breast 
sandy-gray 


sandy gray 
underparts ' 


_ underparts 
Wesaccsnall 
FEMALE 


Similar Birds 


MOURNING DOVE 
Smaller; pinkish fawn 
head and underparts; 
brownish gray 


¢ SONG Loud grating croaking, chattering, 

or clucking notes. Not dovelike. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Highly gregarious; lived, foraged, 
wandered, and nested in large groups. Fed on tree 
seeds, fruits, berries, buds, and invertebrates. Nomadic; 
went where food was plentiful. Nested from Missouri, 
Kentucky, and Virginia northward into southern Canada 
and west to Kansas. Wintered south to Gulf Coast. 


upperparts; white- 
upped outer tail 
feathers; black spots on 
upper inner wing; black 
spot on lower cheek. 


Family PgITTACIDAE Species Cyyyropsis carloinesis | “©°8M 16 inches Wingspan 24_26 inches 


CAROLINA PARAKEET 


Once abundant in the East from eastern 
Nebraska to New York and south to the Gulf 
Coast, this beautiful parakeet was hunted for 
its feathers, the pet trade, for sport, and as a 
pest of orchards, cornfields, and gardens. 
Flocks had such strong bonds that when 


yellow head with 
orange cheeks, 
forehead, and 
(TOWN 


large hooked 
pinkish cream bill 


some of their numbers were killed the green body, wings, 
remainder of the flock returned to their and tail 

bodies repeatedly until all were shot. By 

the late 1870s it existed only in remote 

Florida swamps; the last known birds 

were shot in the early 1900s, and the last 

reported individual of the only endemic 

US parrot died in the Cincinnati Zoo in 

the year 1914. 

¢ SONG Loud quarrelsome screams given 

in flight. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Social. Gregarious, occurring in 

flocks except in breeding season when pairs nested 

in dense colonies. Mated for life. Roosted communally 

in hollow trees. Fed in bottomland forests, riverbanks, and 
cypress swamps on tree seeds, thistle, cocklebur, grass seeds, 
fruits, and berries. 


pointed tail, 
yellow below 


Similar Birds 


No similar native species. 
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Family GAVIIDAE Species Cyzig stellata Length 24-27 inches | Wingspan 49_45 inches 


RED-THROATED LOON 


‘This is the smallest loon and the only one 


without profuse white spotting on its gray head 

upperparts in the breeding plumage. When and neck 

the bird is on the water, its slender bill ee 

appears upturned and is often held pointed ger ; 


upward by the swimming bird. In juvenile 

and winter plumage both sexes have a 

gray crown and hindneck, dark gray 

back with many small white spots, 

pale upturned bill, and a white face, ; 

: medium gray 

sides, foreneck, and underparts. RED 

indistinct spots ¢ 


dark slender 
upturned bill 


thin black st. ripes 
on hindneck e 


dull red patch 
¢ SONG Usually silent. On breeding ground, on foreneck 
prolonged wails and gooselike hwuk-kwuk-kwuk. 
® BEHAVIOR Flies with neck drooping. Only 


loon to leap directly into flight from water or land. Bs 


SS ARCTIC LOON 
GP, ‘ 


Feeds primarily on fish, which it catches ‘in dives seats PACIPIE ae 
— 90 £ ° Bali oe ; : WINTER Breeding adults have 
down to 90 feet. Solitary except on wintering PLUMAGE Mm dark thigae duno tanke: 
grounds and in migration, when hundreds may & large white spots on 
| congregate in bays along the coast. back ¢ in winter — 
—— oa : : : f plumage, lack white 
¢ BREEDING Usually a solitary nester. Sometimes forms spots on back; bill not 
loose colonies. upturned; dark gray of 
er ee ‘ : crown and hind neck 
® NESTING Incubation 24-29 days by both sexes. Young : ie 
’ , i : 5 contrast sharply with 
leave nest and take to water about 1 day after hatching, then fly white face and 
at about 49-60 days. 1 brood per year. foreneck. * Arctic Loon 


in the West only. 


¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common on breeding 
grounds; fairly common on coast in winter; casual to very 


uncommon inland in winter. 
Flight Pattern 


Populations stable. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to loss of habitat due 
to development in high Arctic 
and to pollution, particularly oil 
spills, in wintering areas. Many 
drown in gill nets. 


Direct flight with swift rapid wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Moist depression or heap of damp vegetation mixed with mud * male sometimes 
constructs copulation platform away from nest ® 1—3 olive-green to dark brown 


Shape ~Q Location sm- xxx eggs, sometimes with blackish brown spots. 


DATE | __ TIME LOCATION 
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Fan GavIDAE Seed Gavia pacific Winése6" 43-48 inches 


PACIFIC LOON 


| 
| 
Until recently this species was considered a race of the Arctic Loon, which it | 
closely resembles. ‘The Pacific Loon flies with its head and neck held straight. | 
When swimming it holds its dark slender bill level. Winter adults have dark 
gray upperparts and a thin dark strap that reaches around the chin. Underparts 


are white year-round. 


pale gray 
head, nape, 
and hindneck 


dark 
slender bill black sides of . WINTER 
black back with PLUMAGE 
rows of large 

white spots 


neck with white 
S77 1pes 


white 
underparts e—__ 


bla & sides 
and flanks 


e SONG Generally silent. On 

breeding grounds, variety of guttural quacks and croaks, 

and a long drawn-out @h-hah-awee. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Migrates in flocks, unlike other loons. Feeds 


ARCTIC LOON 
More white on flanks ¢ 


primarily on fish but takes some crustaceans and mollusks. Nests breeding adults have 
on freshwater lakes and islands from tundra to boreal forests. dark chin ¢ in winter 
¢ BREEDING Solitary. Monogamous. . i ail 
¢ NESTING Incubation 23-25 days by both sexes, but female ee 
does more. Young leave nest shortly after hatching. First flight at Breeding adults have 
60-65 days. 1 brood per year. red foreneck; lacks large 


white spots on back; bill 


¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common on tundra 
breeding grounds. During winter, uncommon on the West Coast, 
casual on the East Coast, and rare inland. Stable. 


¢ CONSERVATION 
Affected by encroachment of 
humans on breeding grounds. 
Vulnerable to the pollution of 
its wintering areas, including 
oil spills. Also vulnerable to 
drowning in gill nets. 


is upturned. 


Flight Pattern 


Direct flight with rapid wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Heap of vegetation pulled up around nest ® edge of water on ground ® built by 
both sexes ® 1-3 brownish eggs with blackish brown spots. 


| Shape -ee pe Location sm—- xxx 
Plumage Sexes similar | Habitataa, oe Migration Migratory Weight 3.7 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family GAVIIDAE Length 2836 inches | WIN&sPan 50_58 inches 


COMMON LOON 


F requenting quiet lakes and usually sleeping on the water, 


1 af ‘ oO 1 ‘ wet 7 . ag “ ay fe ~aC 1 Y 
this large bird rarely comes on land except to nest. It must plots) Black Bad 
run at least 20 yards across water to gain enough with greenish 
momentum to fly. Loons require such pristine conditions sheen 


to nest that their presence as a neSting bird is a good 
indicator of the wilderness condition of a lake and the 
frequency of human activity on it. Winter adults 

have gray or brown upperparts; an irregular or 

broken pattern on the head to the base of 

the eye and the sides of the neck; white 

underparts, chin, and foreneck; a checkered black- 
blue-gray bill; and a white eye ring. la aa 


red-brown 
eyes 


stout, straight 


black bill 


glossy black throat 


broken white 
neck colar 


white breast 
and bell y 


¢ SONG Usually silent away from breeding areas. Different calls 
on breeding grounds: tremolo or “loon’s laughter”; yodel, sounding 
like yodel-ha-oo-oo0; wail; and talking swwe. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Rides low on water. Dives to 200 feet to catch fish. aimee 
Kats freshwater and saltwater fish, crustaceans, amphipods, snails, PLUMAGE 
leeches, frogs, salamanders, and aquatic insects. Eats larger prey 
on surface and smaller prey underwater. Can stay underwater up 
to 60 seconds. Loons migrate alone or in small groups. 


YELLOW-BILLED 
e BREE IGN ; « CAlearr nearer Jails 52 walleye LOON 
REEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester on islands, always 


Pale yellow bill in all 


within a few feet of water. May use same nest year after year. olinmacesowitindnss 
¢ NESTING Incubation 26-31 days by both sexes, mostly by base in winter; bill is 
ag De ; ; ie, aes : > larger and culmen is 
female. Precocial young leave nest soon after hatching; fed and ee 
: ‘ : ie : less curved ® in winte! 
raised by both sexes. First flight at 70-80 days. 1 brood per year. has paler fiead’and 
© POPULATION Fairly common. Decrease in some breeding neck and brown patch 


. n Over Car. 
areas In southern parts of range. 


¢ CONSERVATION Prone to environmental loss due to human 
disturbance and reduced food 
supply resulting from acid 
rain. Some abandon nests due 
to human activity. Some 
breeding grounds protected 
by volunteers. 


Flight Pattern 


Rapid direct flight with strong wing beats. 


Head, neck, and legs extended and 


drooping slightly below midline of body 


give hunchbacked appearance. 


Nest Identification 


Bed of stems, grasses, and twigs ® floating in bog; or on ground, hidden in 
crevices or muskrat houses @ built by both sexes ® 1—3 olive-green to dark 


brown eggs usually scattered with dark brown spots; subelliptical to oval 
Shape -«46 LOCATION mmm Re 55 pes ; ? 2 


3.5 x 2.2 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat se ~ee Migration Migratory Weight 9 1 pounds 


DATE (| TIME LOCATION 


NX 
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Family GAVIHDAE Species Gyejq adamsii Length 3036 inches | Wingspan 54_60 inches 


YELLOW-BILLED LOON | | 
Once considered a weather prophet in Eskimo folklore, this 

loon is the largest of its species and has the northernmost range 

of any loon. Swimming with its head tulted slightly upward, 

this bird sometimes carries its young on its back. Winter 

plumage shows a tan crown with a white face and a black head 
dark ear patch. wwiih By eenisy 


purple al 


large tory to 


yellow bill 


straight upper 
2 mandible 


/ 


/ 
/ 


slightly 
_ angled lower 
mandible 


partial 
white collar 


black-and-white Ne white underparts 


checkered back 


The bill is pale 1vory to straw-yellow in any plumage (with a dusky base in 
winter) and ts straight above with an upward-angled lower mandible, giving the 
bill an upturned appearance. 


¢ SONG Generally silent off breeding grounds. Similar to Common Loon, but WINTER 
laughter call is harsher. Also gives yodel, wail, and talking calls. In flight, makes PLUMAGE 
ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-ha. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Almost never comes on land except to nest. 


Swims low in water with bill tilted slightly upward. Dives for Contos LOGR 
small fish and crustaceans. Uses feet to propel underwater. ~ In summer has black 
Solitary or in pairs or family groups; almost never flocks. Breeds bill ¢ in winter has dark 
‘ : ore sr edge bill and 
on tundra lakes and rivers; winters on saltwater coasts. le leet Leda 


darker head and face 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. * holds bill parallel to 


ene < . , ater whe g. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 27-30 days by both sexes. Young stay setae apie came 
in nest 1-2 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon 
to rare south of Canada on West 
Coast in winter. Rare, casual, or 
ee ee a accidental elsewhere in winter. 
¢ CONSERVATION Oil spills 
and pollution detrimental to 
Arctic population. 


Fast direct flight on strong deep wing 
beats with head, neck, and feet extended 
beyond body. 


Nest Identification 


‘Twigs, grasses, and mud; sometimes no material used @ generally covered by 


mounded vegetation ® small hummocks on water ® 1—2 olive or brown eggs with 


Shape <=> Location ‘ een dark brown spots; subelliptical but varies, 3.5 x 2.2 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar Migration \figratory | Weight 12.1 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PODICIPEDIDAE Species Tachybaptus dominicus | ‘©8910 inches _ | W!98SP8N 20 inches 


LEAST GREBE 


As its name suggests, this is the smallest of the North 

American grebes. It also has the most restricted golden ayes 9 
range, barely crossing the southern border from 
Mexico. It may hide among tall vegetation in 
shallow, warm ponds, sloughs, and ditches in 
which it forages and nests. Apart from its size, It 
can be distinguished from other grebes by its 
golden eyes and short dark bill. In winter the 
sides of the head are brown rather than gray, 
the back and bill are lighter 1n color, and 

there is less black on the back of 
the head and neck. 


short 
neck 


short 

» purplish es bill 
face and 

neck 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


@ SONG Bold resonating trumpetlike note. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Feeds primarily on aquatic insects. Like all 
other grebes, eats its own feathers, which may form a ball in the 
stomach. ‘The purpose of this unusual behavior is unknown, but 
it may protect the gastrointestinal track from the sharp bones of 
the fish they ingest. 


Similar Birds 


PIED-BILLED 
GREBE 

Larger; thicker light- 
colored bill; eye ring 
and dark (not 


golden) eye. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Occasionally form loose colonies. 
e NESTING Incubation 21 days by both sexes. Precocial 
young stay in nest 14 days. Carried by parents for 3-4 days. Fed by 


both sexes. 2—3 broods per year, 
Flight Pattern 


with more in the ‘Tropics. 

¢ POPULATION Common. 
¢ CONSERVATION Readiness 
to use newly created bodies of 
water may be employed as a 
means of increasing populations. 


Direct flight with rapid wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Platform of decaying vegetation ® either floating or anchored by aquatic plants in 
middle of secluded pond ® built by both sexes ® 2-7 whitish to very pale blue- 
Shape pg Location \ green eggs that become nest stained; long pyriform, 1.3 inches long. 


Migration Nionmigratory | “lM 4.5 ounces 


DATE _ | TIME : LOCATION 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat aan « 
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Family PODICIPEDIDAE Species Podilymbus podiceps | “€?8th 12-15 inches | WiNsPan 22 5 inches 


PIED-BILLED GREBE 


ry s e y 
[he most widespread and best-known grebe in North 


America sometimes hides from intruders by sinking laree 
until only its head shows above water or by diving head 


like other members of the group. ‘This stocky grebe 
has a large head and short thick bill that gives ita 
chickenlike profile, easily distinguishing it from 
other grebes, even at a distance. The bill 1s 
light-colored and has a black ring around it 
during the breeding season but lacks the 
ring in winter. 

brownish 


gray overall 
short neck 


e SONG Loud cuckoolike 

call, cuck, cuck, cuck, COW-COW-CO®, COW-ah-Cow-an. 

e BEHAVIOR Forages by diving from the surface and 
swimming underwater, propelled by its feet. Feeds some on 
vegetation, but about half of the diet is made up of aquatic 
insects with the remainder split almost equally between small 
fish and crustaceans. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 23-27 days by both sexes, but female 
does more. Precocial young move from nest to adult’s back less 


Flight Pattern 


than an hour after hatching. 


First flight at 35-37 days. 
Young fed by both sexes. 
1-2 broods per year. 

e POPULATION Very 
common in range. 


Direct flight with rapid wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Shape pg Location AAA 


Habitat cms 


Plumage Sexes similar 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


dark eye 


¢ CONSERVATION May be 
declining due to habitat loss. 


Platform of decaying vegetation ® inconspicuously anchored to vegetation in 
open water among reeds or rushes ® built by both sexes ® 2-10 pale bluish white | 
or nest-stained eggs; elliptical to subelliptical, 1.7 inches long. 


ve Migration Some migrate 


dark ring 
on short 


thick bill 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


LEAST GREBE 
Smaller with golden 


(not dark) eye; more 


slender dark bill; much 


more restricted North 
American range. 


aa il ca 


Weight 15.6 ounces 
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Family PopICIPEDIDAE Specles Pydiceps auritus Length 12-15 inches | WiM8SP@N 24 inches 


HORNED GREBE 

‘The “horns” for which this bird is named are actually 
tufts of golden feathers above and behind the eyes, 
that are present only during the bird’s breeding 
season. In summer the reddish neck of the 

Horned Grebe distinguishes it from the 


Eared Grebe, which shares much of the 7 black 
breeding range. ‘The Horned Grebe’s life head 
is tied to water, breeding in freshwater golden e———*= 


habitats and often spending the winter horns 


both in freshwater and in saltwater. 

¢ SONG This grebe gives an abrasive 
keark, keark or yark, yark. tt also makes a 
repeated prattling sound followed by 


. dark 
shrill screams. 


straight 


bill 


reddish neck ee 


short tail 


EARED GREBE 
More triangular 
head; has black neck 
in summer ® dusky 
neck and black 


¢ BEHAVIOR ‘The Horned Grebe eats 
as Its primary diet mostly fish and some 
crustaceans as well as aquatic insects. 
‘Tamer than other grebes, it often allows 


cheeks in winter. 


WINTER PLUMAGE 


a close approach by humans. Its nests WESTERN GREBE 
are often built so that they are concealed # CLARK'S GREBE 
Soorly or not at all Black above and 

I : whee ; .. white below; much 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Most often a solitary nester; ‘ larger; much longer 
sometimes 1n loose colonies of 4-6 pairs. “necks and bills. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 22-25 days by both sexes. Young fed 
by both sexes. First flight in 
45-60 days. 1 brood per year, 


sometimes 2. 


¢ POPULATION Common. 
® CONSERVATION 
Declining apparently due to 
Pieces fiche with eapld’ wine bears. oil spills and habitat loss. 


Nest Identification IS ' 
Floating heap of wet plant material, including underwater plants, rotting 


vegetation, rubbish, and mud ¢ often anchored to vegetation ¢ 3—7 whitish to 


Flight Pattern 


Shape fg Location \ | very pale green eggs, usually nest-stained; 1.7 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat aa see Migration \ figratory Weight 1 pound 


DATE '_._ TIME LOCATION 
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Family PODICIPEDIDAE Species Podiceps grisegena | *©°8th 17-21 inches | WiMESP8" 30_32 inches 


RED-NECKED GREBE 

Slightly smaller than the Western and Clark’s grebes, 
this bird’s neck is much thicker in appearance. In flight 
it is the only grebe that shows white leading and 
trailing edges on the inner wing. Although it requires 
large bodies of freshwater for breeding, most of the 
population spends the winter months on saltwater. 


blackish cap 


long thick 
yellow bill with 


¢ SONG On breeding ground, utters drawling 
dark tip 


cries and crick-crick; during courtship both 

sexes make loonlike calls of a@4-000, ah-ooo, 

ah-000, ah-ah-ah-ah-an. white viol 
¢ BEHAVIOR Feeds primarily 
on small fish and crustaceans 
that it gathers in dives to 

25-30 feet. One of 


reddish foreneck 
and breast 


blackish 
upperparts 


dark gray sides 


the shyest grebes around the nest, it often slips away in the JUVENILE WINTER 
presence of intruders. eLUvAGe 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Usually a solitary nester but 
sometimes breeds in small colonies. WESTERN GREBE 
¢ NESTING Incubation 20-23 days by both sexes. Young fed CLARK'S GREBE 

by both sexes. First flight at 49-70 days. 1 brood per year. cer naan oas 


necks always white 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common in suitable habitat in below; pale to whitish 
breeding range and along both North Atlantic and North Pacific “sides; red eyes, not 
coasts In winter. Casual to rare inland from US states bordering chad _ 
Canada south to the Gulf Coast in winter. 


¢ CONSERVATION Declining overall due to pesticides, oil spills 
in marine environments, and 
habitat loss. Recent declines 
due to egg inviability, shell 
thinning from pesticides and 
PCBs, and increased egg 
predation by raccoons. 


Direct flight with rapid wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Shape pg Location AAA 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat mee wey Migration Migratory Weight 2.3 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Plant material, fresh and decaying reeds @ floating or anchored 1n shallow wate 
¢ built by both sexes ¢ 2-6 bluish white or very pale buff eggs that become 
nest-stained brown, 2.1 inches long. 


nan 
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Family PODICIPEDIDAE Species Pydiceps nigricollis \©°8h 12-13 inches | WiN€SPan 22 5 inches 


eA 
™~ —— 
EARED GREBE ) 
The “ear” for which this bird is named is a wide triangular- 
golden tuft of feathers behind the eyes, present shaped head 


only in breeding plumage. It has a more 

triangular-shaped head than other grebes and 

is the only one that has a black neck during 

breeding season. The neck remains 

dusky gray in winter —a good field 

mark. ‘The slender, dark bill 

appears slightly upturned. black neck e 
% 


golden “ears” e 


\ 


x 


slender, dark 
upturned bill 


SONG Utters soft poo-ece-chk in courtship. Also has grating shrieks. 


¥ ; : ; ; ; , WINTER 
¢ BEHAVIOR Pairs and family groups during the nesting season but often PLUMAGE 


nests in dense colonies of up to several hundred pairs. Breeding 
pairs have several mutual displays, including an upright 
“penguin dance” side-by-side on the water. Forages by diving 
and swimming underwater for aquatic insects, which make up 
most of its summer diet. Many winter in marine environments, 

ee. : eee : winter plumage; white 
where shrimplike crustaceans become their principal food. A ae baie 

; : g 5 : cheeks (not blackish 

gregarious bird that often gathers in large flocks in winter. like Eared Grebe) in 
‘Tends to ride higher on the water than the somewhat similar winter @ gold feathers in 
Horned Grebe breeding plumage are 
aoe restricted to “horns” 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. above and behind the 


¢ NESTING Incubation 20-22 days by both sexes. Young leave eye, not Oven ae 
nest after last egg hatches. Fed by both sexes. Become 

independent 21 days after 
hatching. 1 brood per year, 
sometimes 2. 

@ POPULATION Common. 
Becoming increasingly more 
common in the East in winter. 
Numbers concentrated on lakes 
in Great Basin during migration. 


Similar Birds 


HORNED GREBE 
Reddish neck in 
summer ® white in 


Flight Pattern 


Direct flight with rapid wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Fresh and decayed vegetation ® floating but anchored by standing vegetation 
© built by both sexes ¢ 1-9 whitish or bluish white eggs that become nest- 


Shape 2& Location | N stained brown, 1.7 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ye sees Migration Migratory Weight 10.3 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PODICIPEDIDAE __| SPE°!€S Aechmophorus occidentalis | “©8 22-29 inches | W!MESPAN 31_40 inches | 
— 


| 
WESTERN GREBE a7 | 
WACK Of Cap 


Identical in shape and size to Clark’s Grebe, the po aa 
Western Grebe shares much of the same range. It below eye 
has a long swanlike neck and a slender, greenish 
yellow bill. Like all other grebes, it has feet 

modified for swimming, and the toes are 

lobed, not webbed as in waterfowl. Fish 

make up most of its diet. 

e SONG Bold crick-kreck. Grating 

whistled ¢-7+7-ee-e7-7-7-ee. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Both Western and song ee 
Clark’s Grebes have a 
structure in 


long, slender, 
dark back 


grayish sides 


the neck that allows rapid spearlike 
thrusting of the bill. Like all other 

grebes, it practices the peculiar behavior 
of carrying newly hatched young snuggled 
in the feathers of its back as it swims, and om 

even as it dives if disturbed by an intruder. eo 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. PLUMAGE 
¢ NESTING Incubation 23-24 days by both 

sexes. Young climb on parents’ backs within minutes of birth 
and leave nest soon. Young fed by both sexes. First flight at 
63-70 days. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly common to common. Casual in East 
during fall migration and winter. 


j Flight Pattern 


white face extending 


above eye; orange (not 


plumages but paler with 
yellow-green) bill 


¢ more similar head 


pattern in winter, when 
Western may have 


whiter lore and Clark’s 


may have darker lore. 


HORNED GREBE 
In winter, plumage also 
black and white but 


much smaller; shorter 
neck; short, dark bill. 


¢ CONSERVATION From 
1890s to 1906, thousands shot 
for feathers to make hats, 
coats, and capes. Oil spills and 
gill nets currently major causes 
of mortality. Vulnerable also to 
loss of habitat. 


Direct flight with rapid wing beats. 


see Nest Identification Plant material ¢ floating or anchored to standing vegetation in shallow | 
. water ® built by both sexes ® 1-7 pale bluish white eggs that become 
nest-stained brown; subelliptical to long elliptical, some tending toward 


oval, 2.3 inches long. 


Shape pg Location AOA 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat we see Nex Migration Some migrate Weight 3.3 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION mr 


greenish yellow 
bill 
Similar Birds 
CLARK’S GREBE 
Almost identical in all 
| 
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Species A echmophorus clarkii 


CLARK’S GREBE 


Until recently this bird was considered a pale morph of the 
Western Grebe, which it closely resembles in size, shape, 
behavior, habitat selection, and range. It differs in bill color 
and by having a white face above and below the eyes, 
topped by a black cap. ‘The range is not well known. 

e SONG Ascending évee-cek. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious; often colonial during the 
breeding season; wintering mostly in large numbers 

along the Pacific coast in salt water. Has structure 

in neck that allows rapid, spearlike thrusting of 

bill. Like other grebes, legs set far back 

under the body make walking on land 

slow and laborious but swimming 


Family PODICIPEDIDAE Length 26 inches 


Wingspan 3(_40 inches 


AY white face above 


and below eyes 


very short tail 


ale sides and flanks 
p : WINTER 


PLUMAGE 


and diving easy. Courtship behavior much like Western Grebe, 
with water “dances” including pairs running across the surface 


with bodies vertical and necks thrust forward. WESTERN GREBE 
e¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Only other large, black- 
: ; and-white grebe with a 
e ala a 3 j 2. % Anne : saver Drenno}- = 
NES PING Incubation 23-24 days by both sexes. Precocial lone necks vellaweemeen 
young climb onto parents’ backs within minutes of birth. First bill instead of orange; 
flight at 63-77 days. Young fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. black of cap extends 


down through eye. 


¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common in number; 
accidental in the East. 


Flight Pattern 


¢ CONSERVATION Plume 
hunters once devastated 
populations. Oil spills and 
accidental drowing in gill nets 
are Current major causes of 
mortality; also vulnerable to loss 
of habitat. 


Direct flight with rapid wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Shape pg Location Muh 


Plumage Sexes similar | Vabitat ye see ae Migration Come migrate 


DATE __ TIME LOCATION 


Made of floating detritus ¢ in shallow water ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 1-6 bluish 


white eggs that become nest-stained brown, 2.3 inches long. 


Weight 3.3 pounds 
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Family DIOMEDEIDAE | SP&°!€S Tha/assarche chlororhynchos Wingspan 79_81 inches | 


YELLOW-NOSED ALBATROSS 


‘This large rather slender and lightly built seabird 
is one of two species of albatross that make 

their homes in the south Atlantic 
but also make rare to casual 
appearances in the west Atlantic 
off our shores. Generally found 
well out to sea, this bird has 
sometimes been seen from 

shore and even inland on 

rare occasions. It can F 
be identified by 

its light gray jan Bray “4° 
head, black bill 
(the yellow 

patch of color 

on the upper 
mandible can 

only be seen on 
adults at close range), 
and underwings, which are white underneath 

with dark tips and narrow dark margins on front 

and back. Juveniles have all-black bills, and the dark 
markings on their underwings are wider. 


long slender wings 


| = 
& slender hooked 
black bill with yellow 
ridge and red tip 


e SONG Generally silent at sea. Breeding call is a high- 
pitched sound and continual clattering and braying. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Often in small flocks where birds are more abundant. 
Less drawn to ships than the Black-browed Albatross. Feeds primarily at 
night on the ocean’s surface on squid, cuttlefish, and other 
marine animals. Land and water takeoffs require it to run across 
the surface into the wind while flapping its wings; may leap into 


. + “pee ~ . . . - \ -[) 
air from cliffs. After breeding season adults and juveniles . BLACK-BROWEI 
disperse widely in southern Atlantic and Indian Oce: ig nen 

isperse widely in southern Atlantic and Indian Oceans. : eee pataan calling 
¢ BREEDING Solitary to colonial. beak; longer dark eye 


y — ‘ = : ' 5 oe line; broader dark 
¢ NESTING Incubation 78 days. Semialtricial young remain in ateeioe aiaeehite 


nest 130 days. 1 brood per year. underwing. 


¢ POPULATION A rare wanderer to the Gulf and Atlantic 
Coasts from Florida to the Maritimes. 

¢ CONSERVATION Many 
albatrosses were killed for 
feathers and wings in late 19th 
and early 20th centuries; most 
of this took place on remote 
islands when birds gathered for 
nesting. Many populations still 
have not recovered in number. 


Flight Pattern 


Se ee oe a 


Soars effortlessly when winds permit; may 
soar and glide for hours using little energy 


and few adjustments to wing position. 


= Nest Identification 


Shape -ee <> Location | z, — 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat aan sve Migration Nionmigratory | Wl" 5.4 pounds | 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Made primarily of mud ¢ conical ¢ 1 white egg; oblong, 3.7 x 2.5 inches 
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Species Tha/assarche melanophris 


~ BLACK-BROWED ALBATROSS 


This albatross is a common bird on the open sea in the 
southern oceans, but only rarely crosses the Equator 
into the North Atlantic. The dark blackish back 
contrasting against the white heag, neck, 

| rump, and underparts recalls a very 


Family DIOMEDEIDAE 


; ‘ hlack eyebrow 

| large Great Black-backed Gull, i . 
but the bird’s black tail dark blackish ¢ 
and stiff wing beats ACK 


and glides on long 
narrow pointed 


wings 


@ /alzé hooked 
VEMOD Dhl with 


readish lip 


quickly 
identify this 
albatross. 
Juveniles have a 
darker bill and 
underwings, and a 
narrow grayish collar. 
¢ SONG Loud braving 

from nest. 

e BEHAVIOR Often follows 
ships. Settles on water to feed, 


making shallow dives from surface for food. = : 
rere prope eo Similar Birds _ 
Feeds on squid, cuttlefish, small fish, crustaceans, and 


garbage from ships. Like other albatrosses, it can spend | YELLOW-NOSED 
; ° ; . J ° \LBATROSS 
extended periods at sea, where it drinks saltwater by removing | B ape 
‘ ° ‘ “— iaCn lili WIE e 
| excessive salts with salt glands in the tube nose. After breeding dleo Gallien 


| season adults and juveniles disperse widely in southern oceans 
primarily south of the Tropic of Capricorn. 
¢ BREEDING Colonial. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 64-79 days by both sexes. 
Semialtricial young stay in nest +-5 months. First flight as early 
as 116 days. 1 brood per vear. 


casual in North American 


re | western Atlantic from North 

~| Carolina to Newfoundland. 
One of most abundant 

Bee gece mee albatrosses in cold seas of the 

a adie ee issares. southern Atlantic. 


~ RR KR, 


Pi a= = p= . : : za Z : = = 
| Plumage Sexes similar | 4@bitat aan se Migration Nonmigratory | “€'€" Undetermined 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PROCELLARIIDAE ‘Species Fy /marus glacialis \+©°8 19 inches Wingspan 42 inches 


NORTHERN FULMAR 


When threatened by an enemy or handled by a person, 
the Northern Fulmar discharges a foul-smelling oil from 
its stomach by spitting. This audacious bird follows 
fishing boats, often closely, to take advantage of refuse. 
The light morph is superficially gull-like in 
appearance, but its stiff-winged flight 1s 
like a shearwater’s. It 1s mostly gray 

above with a white chest and belly; the 


pale wing patch 


at base of gray 


primaries 
dark color morph is gray overall. 
Fulmars are rarely seen from shore 
as : oe rounded 
away from the breeding colonies, nee 
: proportionally 


except during storms. short, rounded 
¢ SONG When feeding, makes gray tail 
chucking and grunting noises. 
During breeding season makes 
variety of guttural calls. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. 
Highly pelagic; may not come 
ashore until 3-4 years old. 

Grabs food with beak from just 
below surface and eats on the 
water. Sometimes makes shallow 
dives, using wings and feet for 
propulsion. Eats variety of fish, 
crustaceans, squid, marine worms, and 
carrion. Feeds alone, in pairs, or in 
flocks. Drinks seawater by sucking it up 
dove-fashion. In flight carries wings 
stiffly and wheels up in arcs over waves 
by taking advantage of winds. 


» Jarge white head 


large raised 
nasal tubes 


short heavy 
yellow bill 
with hooked 


tip 


thick 
“hull” neck 


DARK 
MORPH 


Light morph generally similar to 
gulls, which have a more slender 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 52-53 days 
by both sexes. Semialtricial young fed 


neck; thinner bill without nasal 
tubes; deep, steady flapping wing 
beats (not stiff-winged) 

¢ also generally similar to other 


shearwaters, which have more 
pointed wings; darker, thinner bill; 


by both sexes. First flight at 
46-51 days. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Common; 
abundant in some places. In winter found at sea off both coasts. 


most do not follow ships. 


¢ CONSERVATION Grae 
Population growth possibly ee x 
supported by fishery wastes in f[ ae —o 
North Sea. Humans, introduced |} SA | | 


predators, and avian predators 
take a toll, but humans are 
major predator for meat, eggs, 
and feathers. 


Flap and glide flight on bowed wings with 
bursts of stiff wing beats alternating with 
periods of effortless banking and gliding. 


Nest Identification ee . 

Meee HEL Slight depression on ground ® sometimes layered with pebbles ® may be built by 
both sexes @ 1 white or off-white egg, often nest-stained and occasionally 
marked with reddish brown; subelliptical, 2.9 inches long. 


Shape @& -se Location ee fi. 


Habitat aan soe Migration Migratory Weight 21.5 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION Ex 


| Plumage Sexes similar 
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Family PROCELLARIIDAE. | SP€C©S Prerodroma arminjoniana | “€?8h 14-16 inches 


HERALD PETREL 


‘This tropical seabird has three different color morphs: light, 
intermediate, and dark. ‘hese seabirds prefer the waters 
below the Equator; but in August of 1933, a Herald Petrel ere 
was blown by a hurricane to upstate New York. First 

recorded off North Carolina in the late 1970s, this bird 

has been seen May through early September since 

the early 1990s. Intermediate plumaged forms long wings @ 
exist between the light and dark | 


Wingspan 38 40 inches 


@ slender body 


dark fore head and ¢ ap 


thin black bill 


short pointe de 
dark tail 


morphs that have 
white, gray, or dark 
gray variegated 
chests and bellies. In 
flight, note the silver-gray 
to white base on the underwing 

flight feathers of the dark morph, and 

the dark M across the upper wings of the light morph. 


DARK MORPH 


¢ SONG Several squeaky whistles, moaning notes. Also cooing niece 
and chatter resembling that of a tern. MORPH 
¢ BEHAVIOR Wide ranging. Stays on open sea and offshore 

waters near nesting grounds. Eats mostly squid and crustaceans. 


Skims water, grabs prey with bill, and ingests while in flight. SOOTY SHEARWATER 
¢ BREEDING Colonial. re (Light underwings; 

i nay . : ; = shorter tail; broader, 
e NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Incubation : = more stout body; high 


estimated at 49-54 days by both sexes. Semualtricial young fed forehead; very different 
by both parents for 90-100 days then abandoned. Grown chick MERE Pane 
makes way to sea in next few days. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Rare to 
Flight Pattern uncommon. Rare but regular in 
Ay~t | Ayb-| ®W PRA Kr. 


late spring to late summer off 
Several fluttery wing beats followed by a 


coast of North Carolina. 

® CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to human intrusion 
and predators introduced on 


glide, and high erratic soaring arcs that 


become higher and more dashing as wind 


nesting grounds. 


speeds increase. 


Nest Identification 
Bare soil in burrow on warm island ® burrow excavated or cleaned out by both 


sexes @ | white egg; oval, 2.4 inches long. 


Shape = Location | 


— 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat aoa Migration \ Migratory Weight 5 _7 ounces 


DATE | TIME LOCATION 
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Species Prerodroma cahow | ‘°° 15 inches 


BERMUDA PETREL 


For three hundred years this bird was 
believed to be extinct, but the 
Bermuda Petrel, also called the 
Cahow, was rediscovered in 1935. Jane black-brown cap 
‘Today there are thought to be extends to eye level 
about two hundred birds, and 
its population is slowly 
increasing under rigorous 
protection on islets around 
Bermuda. It is occasionally 
spotted in the warm waters haat 
of the Gulf Stream off the mere 
coasts of North and South 
Carolina after breeding 
season. In flight it shows 
white underparts and 
white underwings with 
blackish margins and tips. 
Juveniles resemble adults. 
e SONG Call is eerie ca- 
how, heard in the fall near 
the breeding colony. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Little is 
known about the behavior 
and biology of this bird 

away from nesting 

colonies. Sightings off the 
Carolinas have been of 
solitary birds. Activities at 
nesting colonies are primarily 
nocturnal. Catches food in bill. Eats mostly fish and squid taken 
from water surface. Does not follow boats. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 51-54 days by both sexes. Semi- 
altricial young remain in nest 90-100 days, tended by both 
sexes. | brood per year. 


® POPULATION Rare. Limited range is slowly increasing by use 


of artificial burrows that are 
Flight Pattern 


Wingspan 36 inches 


Family PROCELLARUDAE 


grayish brown 
upperparts, shading 
to black on rump 


white forehead 
and face e 


narrow white band 
on uppertail coverts 


blackish gray upperwing 


Similar Birds 


BLACK-CAPPED 


Li PETREL 


Wide white rump; white 


collar; heavier bill; 


proportionally shorter 


wings; paler 


underwings; brownish 


black extends to eye 


and nape; brownish 


black upperwing 
® atypical individuals 


often lack white collar 


and/or rump. 


predator free and exclude 
tropicbirds as nest competitors. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Endangered and protected by 
law. Efforts are ensuring 
adequate nesting sites that are 
free of predators. 


Fluttery wing beats alternate with glides. 
High erratic soaring arcs become higher 
and more dashing as wind speeds increase. 


Nest Identification 


No nest material ¢ in ridges of cliffs or in rock crevices, sometimes in burrow, 


: but most in artificial tailored nest chamber ® 1 white egg; oval, 2.4 inches long. | 
Shape Od Cad ii Location a i gg g | 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat aa aan ~e Migration \figratory Weight 8 '7 ounces | 


DATE TIME LOCATION : 
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Family PROCELLARHDAE | SP&°'®S Prerodroma hasitata | ‘©"8 16 inches Wingspan 35 40 inches 
ed 


BLACK-CAPPED PETREL 


‘This poorly known “gadfly” petrel, which is found well offshore 
in the Gulf Stream, holds its broad wings bent at the wrist in 
flight. Its dark tail is long and wedge-shaped, contrasting with the 
rump, uppertail coverts, and tail base, all of which are white in 
most birds, although a few atypical individuals have a dark rump. 
Above its white forehead and dark hooked biil, the black cap 

is separated from the brownish gray upperparts by a broad 


/ white collar 


black cap 


/ 


white 
forehead 


long wedgze- 


shaped dark tail 


» pinkish legs 
hooked dark Pp g 


bill white underparts | 


—— a 
Similar Birds | 
BERMUDA PETREL 
Much rarer; lacks white 
color; shorter bill; 
narrower white rump 
patch. 


i 


white collar, although this field mark is lacking in some birds. It 
is possible to mistake very dark-plumaged individuals for the 
very rare Bermuda Petrel well off the Atlantic Coast. The Black- 
capped Petrel is fairly common off the western edge of the Gulf 
Stream off North Carolina, and as many as a hundred birds have 
been recorded on some days. 


GREATER 
SHEARWATER 

Larger; hooked black 
bill; black cap extends 
below eye; white collar, 
underparts, and U- 
shaped band on 
uppertail coverts; dusky 
smuge on belly; black 
tail; flight pattern 
differs. 


¢ SONG Noisy at night on breeding grounds. Generally 

remains silent at sea. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Noted for its high, erratic, roller coaster—like 

arcing flight at sea, especially in steady winds. Springs lightly 

from the water into flight. 

® BREEDING Little is known about breeding habits. Nests on 

mountains and cliffs on a few islands in the Caribbean. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 51—54 days by both sexes. 

Semialtricial young remain in nest 90-100 days, and are fed by 
both sexes. 


Flight Pattern e POPULATION Declining 
. — — due to disturbance by humans 
Ro ee and predation by mongooses 


and rats. 


¢ CONSERVATION Little 
Often swoops upward in great arcs protection has been established 
above horizon. ; aK : 

over much of its breeding range. 


Nest Identification 


No lining in either excavated or preformed burrow on sea cliffs © 1 white egg. 


Shape on oy Location ze, 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat aaa Migration Migratory Weight 9 8 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PROCELLARIIDAE Species Prerodroma feae Length 14 inches Wingspan 37 inches 


FEA’S PETREL | 

Fea’s Petrel and Zino’s Petrel (P. madeira, a bird that z | 

breeds only on the island of Madeira) are so similar J 

that it is extremely difficult to distinguish one ee 

from the other. Both are either threatened 

or endangered because of their small dark mask 

populations, so taking a specimen has not iad 

been appropriate. Without a specimen 

that would allow critical measurements 

to be taken in hand, it was not possible 

to certify which species had been seen re 
= : ; thick black 

off the mid-Atlantic Coast. However, aay, 

recent photographs and field notes 

tend to indicate the petrel being 

observed is the Fea’s. The combination 

of white underparts, a dark facial mask, 

a partial breast band, mostly dark 

underwings, grayish brown upperparts 

with a dark M pattern, and wings bent 

back at the wrist separate this gadfly 

petrel from others that appear off the 

East Coast. 

e SONG Loud shrieking or softer 

twittering, heard only at night 

around nesting islands. 

e BEHAVIOR Solitary off North 

and mid-Atlantic Coasts. Spends 

most of its time at sea. May rest on 


pale uppertail 


coverts and tail 


gray tail 


grayish brown 


upperparts 


M marking across 
upperwings and lower back 


Similar Birds — 


HERALD PETREL 


water. Often feeds in large flocks . fle nnonghr> a8lby 

around nesting islands and in waters of Southern Hemisphere. —= brown head and 

Eats various small fish and squid. Occasionally follows ships. upperparts; ashy brown 

Flight alternates glides with rapid wing beats in a zigzag ee 

progression, sailing in high arcs in strong winds. ee 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. upperwing; white 
wees : underparts with dusky 

¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Incubation hacasn band: white- 


48-54 days by both sexes. Young altricial; single hatchling fed tipped blackish 
by regurgitation by both sexes for 90-100 days, then abandoned. 
1 brood per year. 


undertail coverts. 


¢ POPULATION Rare in 
North America off coasts of 
North Carolina, Virginia, Nova 
Scotia; May through September. 
¢ CONSERVATION Highly 
threatened species. Vulnerable 
to predation by rodents and cats 
on breeding islands. 


Fluttery wing beats alternate with glides. 
High erratic soaring arcs become higher 
and more dashing as wind speeds increase. 


Small amount of plant material * long horizontal burrow or space between rocks 
¢ built by both sexes © 1 white egg, flecked with reddish or violet at large end; 
short subelliptical to short oval, 2.2 x 1.65 inches. 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Location | a a 


J amage Sexes similar 
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Family PROCELLARIIDAE Species (y/ynectris diomedea Length 18-21 inches | Wingspan 44 inches 


CORY’S SHEARWATER 


‘The largest shearwater found along the Atlantic Coast skims the 
surface of the ocean with slow wing beats and a buoyant flight 
similar to that of the albatross. When this bird is seen flying 

straight ahead, its wings show a djstinctive downward bow from 
wrist to wing tip. he large pale bill as well as the way the 

brown upperparts blend gradually with the white 

underparts without producing a capped 

appearance is distinctive. Cory’s 1s the brownish gray 
only Atlantic shearwater that upperparts 
occasionally soars. 


narrow pale tips 
of uppertail 

coverts contrast 
with dark tail 


large pinkish 
yellow bill 
with dusky tip 


white 


e SONG Generally dk 
underparts 


silent except on 
breeding grounds. 
¢ BEHAVIOR < 
Gregarious, often fe ‘7 
forming flocks that | 
number in the 
hundreds or 
thousands. 
Frequently follows 
predatory fish to 
feed on the bait fish 
they drive to the 
water's surface. 
Feeds at night on 
crustaceans and large 
squid it takes from 


dusky primaries 
and trailing edge 
on underwing 


Similar Birds 


GREATER 
SHEARWATER 

Dark bill; distinct dark 
cap with white collar 
across nape; clear white 
rump band; smudge of 
dusky color on belly; 
clear contrast between 


the surface. Has a keen sense of smell. dark upperparts and 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. white Une ele 


¢ NESTING Incubation 52-55 days by both sexes. Semialtricial 
young stay in nest about 

90 days, although parents 
abandon young while still in 
nest. Young are fed by both 
sexes at night. 

¢ POPULATION Numerous, 


but showing some decline. 


Flight Pattern 


Soars if wind is up, looping and circling on 
fixed wings. Or, deep wing beats with 


wings bowed downward in long low glide. 


Nest Identification , ; 
Both sexes work together to either dig a new burrow or clean out a previously 


used burrow ® sometimes under a rock ® no material added ¢ 1 white egg; blunt 


Shape oe > Od Location | é, oval or subelliptical, 2.8 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Mabitat aan sue Migration \fjeratory Weight 1 2 pounds 


DATE ___ TIME LOCATION 
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Family PROCELLARIIDAE Species Pyffinus gravis Length 18-20 inches | WinésPan 39 5_48 inches 


GREATER SHEARWATER 
This large powerful shearwater is 
fairly common off the Atlantic 

Coast of the US in spring migration 
where it remains well out to sea on its 
way to its south Atlantic breeding grounds. 
Party fishing boats and sports fishermen 
know this strong heavy-bodied bird well, 
for it often comes to their boats and may 
try to take the bait off their hooks as the 
lines are lowered to the bottom or 
retrieved close to the surface. ‘The 

bird sometimes takes 
fish that are tossed 

back overboard. 
Although it appears 
gull-like at a distance, 
the bird is easily 
distinguished by its 
stiff straight wings. A 
dark brownish black cap 
extends beneath the eyes 
and is often separated from the 

brownish gray back by a white nape collar. 
A dusky smudge on its belly and pinkish 
legs and feet are visible from below when 
the bird is in flight. 

¢ SONG Noisy with catlike squalls when 
aggressively feeding around fishing trawlers. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Attracted to boats and tame 
on water near them. Attends fishing boats 
where it competes for food in a hostile 
manner. Dives to 20-30 feet in 

pursuit of fish. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 


¢ NESTING Incubation by both sexes. First flight at 84 days. 
Semialtricial young fed by both sexes at night. 


¢ POPULATION Total well over 5 million and seems to be 


increasing. From the Gulf of 
Flight Pattern 


Maine northward it is common 
~~ RR RM 


in the summer. 
In strong winds soars in high arcs, often 


¢ CONSERVATION Many 
are killed by severe storms in 
banking to change direction. Or, deep 
wing beats with a long glide near water. 


North Atlantic; carcasses 
Nest Identification 


white l shaped 
band on upper 
tail coverts 


black tail 
\ 
As 


7 


, a ——— 


sometimes found on beaches. 


among rocks ® | white egg. 


Shape oe oy Location ee Pe 


dark cap extending 
below eye 


dark 
Ig oked bill 
/ 


\ . 
Ss white collar 


Ne. . 
© while underparts 


BLACK-CAPPED 
PETREL 

Smaller; different flight 
pattern; different under 


wing pattern; white 


forehead; larger white 
rump patch. 


CORY’S SHEARWATER 
Pale bill; lacks 


distinctive cap, white 


nape collar, white U- 


shaped rump patch, and 


smudge on belly. 


Lined with grass @ sharply angled @ about 3 feet long ® sometimes in crevice 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat aan se Migration Migratory Weight 1 9 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PROCELLARIIDAE Species Piffinus griseus Length 18-20 inches | Wingspan 37_43 inches 


SOOTY SHEARWATER 


A common summer silvery gray long slender 
underming dark wings 


visitor off both the 
Atlantic and Pacific 
Coasts, this stocky short- 
necked sooty brown bird 
is probably the best- 
known shearwater in 
North American waters. 
It normally feeds well 
offshore, but during 
strong onshore winds 
hundreds of birds may 
be seen by observers 
from the shoreline. 
Look for the long 
slender dark wings 
with silvery gray 
underwing coverts. 
Some birds may have 
a white underwing 
lining. Legs and feet 
are blackish. 

@ SONG The Sooty 
Shearwater 1s silent except for 
noisy squeals when squabbling 
for food. Also makes inhaled and 
exhaled so0-wah-koo-wah-koo-wah 
when on breeding grounds. 

e BEHAVIOR This bird often gathers in large flocks. Does not 
follow ships like some other seabirds, but is attracted to fishing 
trawlers. Flies with long glides on long narrow slightly swept- 
back wings. Sometimes makes short dives for fish, squid, and 
crustaceans. May plunge to dive on open wings from several 
feet above water. 

e BREEDING Colonial. The Sooty Shearwater nests on various 
isolated islands in the southern oceans. 


e NESTING Incubation 52-56 days by both sexes. Semialtricial 


COVETTS 


dark sooty brown 
plumage, darkest on 
tail and primaries 


Stulan Bee a 


long 
dark bill 


SHORT-TAILED 
SHEARWATER 

Shorter bill; less 
contrasting grayer 
underwing linings often 
restricted to a panel on 
the median secondary 
coverts and extending 
slightly onto the inner 
median primary coverts; 
underwings may be 
dark overall, lacking 
pale panels ¢ only in 
the West. 


young remain in nest for about 
97 days. Adults usually leave at 
night. Young fed by both sexes 
at night. 

¢ POPULATION The Sooty 
Shearwater is an abundant bird, 
with a total population of more 
long glides. than 10 million. 


Nest Identification 


Shape oe oy Location ‘ a BB: 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat pan sue Migration Migratory Weight 1.8 pounds 


DATE _ TIME LOCATION 


Flight Pattern 


Strong direct flapping alternating with 


e of leaves and grass @ up to 10 feet long ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 1 white 
e 


*Iliptical, 1.9 x 3 inches. 


BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA e 59 


Family PROCELLARIIDAE Species Pyffinus puffinus | *e?8N 12-15 inches | WiNSPan 33_35 inches 


MANX SHEARWATER 


From a distance in flight, this medium-sized shearwater 

appears simply black above and white below. ‘The white 

undertail coverts extend almost to the tip of the short black cap 
tail, and the underwing linings are white. Some rare extends 
East Atlantic races are not as white apo 
below. In all plumages note how 
the dark cap extends onto the 
face and auriculars below 


blackish 
upperparts 


black hooked 
bill 


\ white of chin 


and throat extends 
to side of head 
behind ear coverts 


white underparts 


pinkish gray feet 


the eye, bordered 
; and legs 


below and behind by a whitish 
crescent that extends from chin and 
throat to the side of the head behind the auriculars, or ear 
coverts. Manx Shearwaters seem to be increasing in numbers, 
with more birds being recorded on pelagic birding trips off the 
North Carolina coast. 

e SONG Generally silent at sea. 

e BEHAVIOR Gregarious. This shearwater is excellent on the 
wing with stiff rapid wing strokes followed by shearing glides 
low over the water. Banks from side to side, showing black 
upperparts first, then the snow-white underparts. Good 
swimmer; sometimes goes underwater for fish and squid. Adults 
may forage more than 600 miles from nesting burrow, returning 
to it at night. Does not follow ships, but is attracted to smaller 
fishing boats and trawlers. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 


e NESTING Incubation 
— Flight Pattern 


; Similar Birds 


AUDUBON’S 
SHEARWATER 
Similar but smaller; 
dark undertail coverts; 
different flight pattern 
with more rapid, 
fluttering wing beats. 


BLACK-VENTED 
SHEARWATER 

In the West only @ dark 
mottling on sides of 
face, neck, and breast; 
dusky to dark undertail 
coverts. 


47-63 days by both sexes. 
Semialtricial young fed by both 
sexes. Parents abandon young at 
60 days. Young leave nest 

8-9 days later. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Apparently 
increasing off the East Coast. 


Long glides interrupted by several rapid 
wing beats. 


Lined with grass and leaves ® on ground ® on isolated islands @ built by both 
sexes @ 1 white egg; broad or blunt ovate or subelliptical, 2.35 x 1.6 inches. 


Shape oe oy Location | ee ame 


Plumage Sexes similar Migration Migratory Weight 1.( pound 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PROCELLARIIDAE Species Py ftinus Iherminieri | ©P8Y 12 inches Wingspan 27 inches 


AUDUBON’S SHEARWATER 

‘The smallest shearwater regularly seen off the Atlantic beats its wings 
more rapidly than any other Atlantic shearwater. ‘This stocky bird 

with broad wings has dark brown upperparts, matching its tail, 

which is long for a shearwater. Pinkish legs and feet, dark 

undertail coverts, and dark tail are visible from below. 


e ry" ‘ ° 5 : 
© SONG Generally this shearwater is silent. However, it has 
been heard to emit a variety of sounds including squeals, 
grunts, and cooing produced on its breeding grounds and 
during confrontations with other birds. 


dark upperparts 


dark 
undertail 
coverts and 
tail 


dark ra 


hooked bill 


white underparts 


¢ BEHAVIOR Away from its breeding areas, Audubon’s 
Shearwater is often seen in flocks that may number up to LITTLE SHEARWATER 
hundreds of birds. As a rule, this shearwater does not usually More white in face and 
follow ships. It tends to spend most of its time on the water, as at ae 

; : aie ; : ; : ; a under tail coverts; 
where it may dive for its primary diet of marine organisms and . grayish legs and feet; 


animals, especially fish and squid. different flutter-and- 
glide flight. 


under wings; white 


e BREEDING This shearwater nests in colonies on small 
isolated islands, usually in rock crevices or under clumps of 


MANX SHEARWATER 
. . = Larger; different flight 
dense vegetation. Ps pattern with more 


e NESTING Incubation 51 days by both sexes. Semialtricial soaring and less 
young stay in nest 71—73 days. Fed by both sexes at night. 1 
brood per year. 


flapping. 


¢ POPULATION Declining. 

Protected in only part of its 
breeding range. Caribbean 
populations disturbed by 
humans; adults and young taken 


Flap and glide flight with rapid from nest burrows for food. 
wing beats. 


Nest Identification 
No !ining ® on ground or in rock crevice ® built by both sexes @ 1 white egg 


Sh 


Shape Ral Cod Oud Location i. = 2 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat aaa Migration Migratory Weight 5 9 ounces 


DATE _ TIME LOCATION 
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Family PROCELLARIDAE Vere e325 inches 


Species Pyffinus assimilis | “©98tM 10-11 inches 


> \ Tes \ 
LITTLE SHEARWATER 
The smallest of the shearwaters, this bird has been 
spotted off the Atlantic coast of North America 
only a few times. Unlike many seabirds, it 
often follows ships. Its small slaty brown to slaty brown to 
size, black-and-white or blue-black nape blue-black back 
? short black 


md ca 
> bill vie os 


ee 


dark slaty-brown and 

white appearance 

(similar to that of 

the larger Manx 

Shearwater), white 

face, and stff- 

winged fluttering 

flight are all 

distinctive. Under 

conditions of light extenstoely white 
; EP ste : underwing with 

winds, it flies with nner Jick 

several quick shallow margins and tip 

whirring wing beats, 

followed by short low 

glides. However, in higher 

winds it arcs and soars, 

wheeling, gliding, and 

sideslipping over waves and 

executing quick fluttering 

wing beats in the troughs. 

¢ SONG Often silent at sea. 

Throaty, wheezy sounds; a rapid 

repetitive kakakakakakaka-urrr. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary; often in small flocks near breeding 

grounds. Swims and dives for food. Also picks food off surface of 

water, pattering with feet across water and with wings held 

above back like a large storm-petrel. Eats fish and squid. 

Usually feeds alone; sometimes in small flocks. Spends a lot of 

time on the water. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 53 days by both sexes. Semialtricial 
young stay in nest 72 days; fed at night by both sexes. 1 brood 


per year. 
Flight Pattern 


© POPULATION Accidental 
Coen en oe 


short tail 


dark eye set 
in white face 


white underparts and 
undertail coverts 


slaty brown to blue- 
black on leading edge 
of wing, fading to 
lighter gray on 
trailing edge 


Similar Birds 


AUDUBON’S 
SHEARWATER 
Larger and chunkier; 


longer bill; dark 


undertail coverts; wider 
dark margins on 


underwings; less white 


on sides of neck and 


face; unmarked 


charcoal-gray wings. 


MANX SHEARWATER 
—<—a Larger, darker face; 


broader dark edge to 


underwings; different 


flight progression. 


off the Atlantic Coast. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to disturbance by 
humans; also predation at 
nesting colonies by introduced 
predators. 


Flies low, fast, and straight with rapid 
flapping action and banking glides. In 
strong winds, arcing banks and glides. 


Nest Identification 


Shape oe oy ey Location ‘ ee 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Burrow without lining ® on ground under rock crevice or in bank @ dug mostly 


by female ¢ 1 white egg; elliptical, 1.9 x 1.3 inches. 


| Weight 8 () ounces 


| 
—— | 


Migration 


Plumage Sexes similar Migratory 
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Family HyDROBATIDAE Species Qyegnites oceanicus | “©8tN 67.5 inches | Winéspan 1617 inches 


pe 
WILSON’S STORM-PETREL 


‘This is the storm-petrel that is most commonly seen 

off the Atlantic Coast, and it may be one of the 

most abundant birds in the world. It is the 

smallest storm-petrel seen off the Atlantic 

Coast. Few pelagic birds are easily 

identified from a rocking boat at sea, 

but this species can be identified by dark sooty 

its short squared tail and feet i Se a 
extending beyond the tip of the 


dark bill 


paler bar on 
upper surface of 


INNET DINGS 


yellowish 
green webbing 
between toes 


squared 10 slightl ye broad white Ll shaped 4 
rounded tail band on rump extends 


to undertail coverts dark legs 


tail, rather short 


Similar Birds 
rounded wings, and its large U-shaped rump 


patch. ‘These birds often come very close to boats, crisscrossing oe 
- sc atgl : , ; STORM-PETREL 
the wake of the boat and providing excellent views and easier eat 
“ : es ; Larger; longer forked 
confirmation of their identity. tail without feet 
~ “1 . . . o 7 Ty 
¢ SONG Usually silent at sea, but makes noisy chattering protruding beyond tip; 


1 ; : mothlike flight pattern. 
sounds around nesting colonies. 
BAND-RUMPED 


¢ BEHAVIOR Generally flies close to water surface with SPORKE PETER 
purposeful shallow wing beats similar to a swallow or small tern. Larger; longer tail: 
Frequently patters feet on water while holding wings above the flight pattern is with 
body as it feeds on small marine organisms, often “dancing” on yer ee ia 
: . : ‘ A ah 4s ouowed by stilf-wingec 
the surface and almost hovering in one place as the winds lift it glides similar to those of 
kitelike a few inches off the surface of the water. Frequently a shearwater. 
follows ships and chum lines (slicks of fish oils); attends fishing 
boats and whales as it forages. 


¢ BREEDING Colonial. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 40-50 
days by both sexes. Semialtricial 
young fed by both sexes. Young 
leave nest at 46-97 days. 

Direct flight with steady shallow ¢ POPULATION Large and 
wing beats. | apparently stable. 


Nest Identification 


Flight Pattern 


No built nest ¢ hides egg in hole or crevice ® 1 white egg, usually with reddish 


“i F arger end. 
Shape ca leeation brown spots on larger enc 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat pax ae Migration Migratory Weight 1.1 ounces 


DATE _ TIME LOCATION 
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Family HyYDROBATIDAE Species Pe/agodroma marina | ‘© 7.5-8 inches | W!N8SP2 16 inches 


WHITE-FACED STORM-PETREL 


‘The White-faced Storm Petrel is the only Atlantic storm-petrel that 
displays the combination of dark upperparts and light underparts. 
This bird may resemble a phalarope when sitting on the water. One 
of the species considered truly pelagic, it forages for its food in the 
deeper ocean waters well offshore. In flight note its white 
underparts and its black legs and feet with toes protruding beyond 
the square short blackish gray tail. From above, a grayish rump 
patch is evident. The webbing between its toes is yellow. 


square short blackish 
gray tail e 


yellow webbing 
between toes 


black legs 


and feet 
J white underparts 


e¢ SONG This petrel is 

generally silent at sea. ‘Typically 

the only sounds it makes are various 
different chirps and chatters around the 
area of its breeding grounds. 


¢ BEHAVIOR This bird does not follow ships. 

It flies with jerky wing strokes, making a banking and 
weaving pattern over the water. When feeding it often 
strikes the surface in short bounding splashes, pushing off the 
water with its long legs into another short glide before repeating 
the performance. 


¢ BREEDING Colonial. Breeds on small oceanic islands. 
.- ¢ NESTING Incubation 
ui 55-56 days by both sexes. 


Young semialtricial; first flight at 
52-67 days. 


e POPULATION This bird’s 
status has not been determined. 


Rapid shallow wing beats followed by 
suff-winged glides; also performs erratic 
side-to-side flight. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat pax Migration Migratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


dark gray 


] upperparts 


blackish postocular 
stripe 


white forehead 
and face 


A. black bill 


Weight 1.7 ounces 


| 
“| 
| 
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Family HyDROBATIDAE Species Hydrobates pelagicus | ‘®°8N 55-6 inches | Wingspan 44 515.5 inches 


EUROPEAN STORM-PETREL inal 


Found primarily in the northern and eastern Atlantic 
and rarely reported in the waters off Nova 

Scotia, this gregarious bird is the smallest 

and most common of the storm- , 


brownish co white rump and dark brownish 
2 black wings 2 uppertail coverts black overall 


western Europe and 
throughout the 
Mediterranean. It 
has a weak batlike 
flight, fluttering 
low over the short blackish 


surface of the tail with 
rounded 
COTHETS 


black bill 


sea, and it often 
follows ships. 
Wintering at sea, 
strong offshore 
winds sometimes 
bring it close inshore off 
the British Isles. It appears 
small and dark in flight with a 
U-shaped white rump patch and 

narrow buff-gray bar on the 

upperwing. The broad white stripe on the underwing is 
diagnostic. It has black legs and feet. Juveniles resemble adults 


sooty black 
underparts 


WILSON’S 
STORM-PETREL 
Larger; broader white 


but have a more pronounced pale upperwing bar. 


| “4 . ° . 
e SONG In nesting colony, an ongoing churring song 
: 1 band across rump; long 


legs; feet trail beyond 
tip of tail; yvellow- 
webbed blackish feet; 


interspersed with cikka sounds, as if the bird were hiccoughing. 


Silent at sea. 


e BEHAVIOR Solitary or in small groups or flocks. Feeds far 


more direct and 


offshore for small fishes and zooplankton containing mollusks swallowlike fiene 


animal fats, and scraps. Larger in size; longer, 


® BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Mates for life. 

e NESTING Incubation 38—50 days by both sexes. Semialtricial 
young remain in nest 56-73 days, fed by both sexes through 
regurgitation. 1 brood per year. 


more pointed wings; 
less white on rump; 
forked tail; erratic 

mothlike flight. 


and crustaceans. When feeding holds wings midway above back aekeede 
and patters on the surface with its feet. Follows ships for oils, f SroOnhiiPEEren 


e POPULATION Rare to 
Flight Pattern casual vagrant off the North 
Atlantic Coast of the Maritimes. 
® CONSERVATION Some 
colonies have declined due to 
the introduction of cats and 
other predators on nesting areas 


[ie eee ee oe 


Weak, fluttering, rapid, almost 
continuous, batlike wing beats 
interspersed with short glides. of offshore islands. 


Nest Identification No nest materials © preformed or excavated burrows, rabbit burrows, crevices in 
stone walls or between boulders, and cliffs ¢ 2-3 feet deep ® built by both sexes 


P ® | white egg, often speckled with reddish brown, concentrated at larger end; 
Shape Od oe o Location i z, e egg, often speck g 


elliptical to subelliptical, 1.10 inches long. 


petrels in the waters off 


Habitat aan ae Nox Migration \figratory Weight 9.9 ounce 


DATE _ TIME LOCATION 


Plumage Sexes similar 


BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA e 65 


Family HyDROBATIDAE Species Qyeanodroma leucorhoa | © 8-9 inches Wingspan 1819 inches 5 


LEACH’S STORM-PETREL 


| 
‘This slender long-winged storm-petrel 
can be seen off both coasts of North 
America. Some of the birds found off 
the Pacific Coast have dark rumps, 
rather than the more common and 
conspicuous white rump broken 
in the middle by a gray-brown 
stripe. Besides the rump, this 
bird’s plumage is entirely 
dark brown. The tail is long 
and forked, but the fork is 
not always easily seen. It 
has short legs and feet 
that do not reach or 
protrude beyond the up 
of its tail. 
e SONG Short sharp 
ticking notes ending in 
a slurred trill. = 
¢ BEHAVIOR Strictly pad ie is 
nocturnal on breeding brown stripe 
grounds. Does not follow 
ships. Feeds on surface 
of water on small squid, 
crustaceans, and fish. 
Often feeds with wings 
held above horizontal 
while it patters on water 
surface. Its characteristic 
flight is slow, erratic, and 
mothlike, or similar to that of 
a nighthawk. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous 
and colonial. 


long narrow 
pointed wings 


ATLANTIC 


lighter grayish inner 
wing bar on upperwing 


forked tail 


dark brown 
plumage 


= PACIFIC 


Similar Birds 


WILSON’S 
STORM-PETREI 


white rump 


Shorter, rounded wings; 


feet extend beyond 


squared, not forked, 
tail: has swallowlike 
flight pattern. 


ASHY STORM-PETREI 

x AND BLACK 
STORM-PETREL 
Both lack the erratic 
flight pattern ® both | 
range off Pacific Coast. 


BAND-RUMPED 
STORM-PETREL 
Larger; shorter wider 
Wings; Conspicuous 
large white rump patch; 
suff-winged glides and 
zigzag flight like a small 


¢ NESTING Incubation 38-46 days by both sexes. Semialtricial shearwater ® ranges off 
Atlantic Coast. 


young remain in nest 63—70 days. Fed at night through 
regurgitation by both sexes. First flight at 63-70 days. 1 brood 


per year. 
Flight Pattern 


¢ POPULATION Slight 
decline, although total 
population is in the millions. 


®¢ CONSERVATION Some 
declines are showing on islands 
where humans have introduced 
predator species. 


Bounding and erratic; mothlike with 
frequent changes of direction and speed. 


. Nest Identification 
| 


Shape oe Ces Location . eee 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat pax ~ex Migration Migratory Weight 1.2 ounces a 


DATE TIME LOCATION : 3 


Lined with leaves and grass ® under grass, rocks, or tree roots, or on bank ® may | 
be built by both sexes, although some literature states only the male digs burrow | 
¢ 1 creamy white egg, often nest-stained and occasionally marked with reddish j | 


purple; subelliptical to oval, 1.3 inches long. 


66 © BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


BAND-RUMPED STORM-PETREL 


‘This tropical bird spends its time alone or in small 
groups at sea. It is seen in summer off the Atlantic 
Coast of North America. It seldom walks on the 
water. Often in the company of other storm- 


petrels, it can be separated from them by 


its flight pattern, which resembles 
that of a tiny shearwater. In 
flight the white rump patch ts 
clear, and the black legs and 
feet do not project beyond 
the blackish tail, which 
in fresh adults has a 
slight notch. 


bold white band 
on rump and 
uppertail coverts 


Juveniles resemble 
adults but paler 
greater coverts create 
a more distinct bar 
on the upperwing. 


short stubby | 
black bill 


* SONG High-pitched squeak around nest. Silent at sea. 

® BEHAVIOR Solitary, in pairs or small groups away from nests 
in nonbreeding season. Feeds at sea but does not follow ships. 
Eats crustaceans, small fishes, and other marine animals. 
Nocturnal around nesting burrow. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Mates for life. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 40-48 days by both sexes. Semialtricial 
young remain in nest 53-95 days, fed by both sexes through 
regurgitation. 1 brood per year. 

@ POPULATION Rare off North Atlantic; casual to uncommon in 
Gulf of Mexico; fairly common 
on mid-Atlantic Coast off North 
Carolina and Virginia. Storm- 
driven birds accidental inland. 

© CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to introduced 
predators in nesting areas and to 
pollution from oil spills. 


Flight Pattern 


Buoyant zigzag with several rapid wing 
strokes followed by glide on horizontal or 
slightly downward-bowed wings. 


Nest Identification 


Shape oe. > Location m ‘ 


Plumage Sexes similar 


DATE 


Leh» ---S_gi. 


subelliptical, 1.3 inches long. 


o 


TIME LOCATION 


No nest materials © burrows or crevices of rocky areas, 2-3 feet deep ¢ dug by 


both sexes or cleaned out from previous year @ | white egg; elliptical to 


Family HyDROBATIDAE Species Qyegnodroma castro \*©"8tN7 58.5 inches | Winéspan 16518 inches 


faint pale gray-brown 
upperwing bar 


sooty blackish 
brown overall 


Similar Birds 


WILSON’S 
STORM-PETREL 
Smaller in size; larger 
U-shaped white rump 
patch; longer black bill; 
yellow-webbed black 
feet project beyond 
squared tail; prominent 
diagonal secondary wing 
bar; more erratic and 
fluttery flight. 


LEACH’S 
STORM-PETREL 
Smaller; more distinct 
diagonal upperwing bar; 
longer more pointed 
wings; more deeply 
forked tail; ragged- 
edged white rump 
patch with central 
dividing line; bounding 
nighthawklike flight. 


Habitat pan ae A NS Migration Migratory Weight 1.5 ounces 


BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA e 67 


Family PHAETHONTIDAE Species Phzerhon lepturus | ‘€n8th 2832 inches | WiNEsPan 35_38 inches 


WHITE-TAILED TROPICBIRD a | 


This bird nests in Bermuda, the Bahamas, and throughout the aaa 
Caribbean. It is the smallest of the tropicbirds, and the one 

most likely to be spotted off North America’s Atlantic 

coast. It also is the only tropicbird with a long 
black bar on the upperwing coverts. The 
white tail streamers can be up to 

sixteen inches long. Legs and 

feet are yellowish; toes have 

black webbing. 

e SONG In flight, a 

piercing scream eek or 

keck, often rapidly 


= 


JUVENILE 


black loral mask 
extends through 


white overall and past eye 


yellowish to 
orange bill 


long white streamers 
on tail 


black bar on 
upperwing coverts 
and outer primaries 


Similar Birds 
RED-BILLED 
TROPICBIRD 
Larger; mostly white 


crown; narrower black 
bars on upperparts; 
black eye stripe; black 
primaries and primary 
coverts; red bill 

e juvenile has black eye 
stripe, usually meeting 
around nape; fine 
barring on upperparts; 
large black primary 
patch; yellow bill; lacks 


repeated. Call is a 
guttural squawk. 


¢ BEHAVIOR 
Solitary or in noisy 
pairs or small groups. 
Ranges widely over oceans in nonbreeding season. Spots food 
from 50-100 feet above water, hovers, then makes direct dive. 
Eats small fish, crabs, and squid. Floats high in water with tail 
cocked upward. Attracted to ships, it may hover before landing 
in rigging. Comes farther inland than other tropicbirds. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Semicolonial. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 40-42 days by both sexes, sometimes 
shorter period. Young altricial; first flight at 70-85 days; fed by 
both sexes. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon but regular in the Gulf Stream 
off North Carolina; rare and inconsistent on Dry Tortugas. Rare 
elsewhere on the Atlantic Coast 
to the Maritimes; one record in 
California. 


¢ BIRDHOUSES Will nest in 
artificial in-ground chambers. 


Buoyant graceful pigeonlike flight with ¢ CONSERVATION 


fluttering wing strokes alternated with ; 
soaring glides; hovers briefly over prey or Vulnerable to introduced 


perch before dipping down to it. predators at nesting sites. 


long streamers. 


___| No nest @ on ground in ridges of cliffs, crevices, caves, or sheltered by grasses or 


Shape 1 pre bush ¢ 1 whitish to pale buff egg, flecked with brownish and purple spots; ovoid, 
de B 2.28 x 1.6 inches. 
Location a /g\, é a & 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


f a a8 Sexes similar 
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Family PHAETHONTIDAE Species Phaerhon aethereus | ©8h 30_44 inches | Wingspan 40_42 inches 


RED-BILLED TROPICBIRD 
‘The largest tropicbird, 


BQ 
this robust species with B — a 


a bright red bill is rare , 
at sea along the coasts of 


black wing tips 


southern California, the saat 
patna 5 AS mie as barring on 
Gulf of Mexico, and the back 


Atlantic Coast north to the Outer 
Banks of North Carolina. The 

barred back of the adult bird 1s 
distinctive, but these markings are not 
easily seen at a distance. ‘This is 
especially true when viewing birds from a 
moving boat at sea, where the birds most 
often are encountered. The long streamers 
formed by the two central tail feathers 

are found on adults only. 

¢ SONG Shrill rasping call, 
krreea and krri-krri-krri- 
krri-krrruk. 


dark band from 
front of eyes to 
back of head 


pointed 
decurved 
crimson bill 


slender body 


2 elongated 
white central 
tail feathers 


® BEHAVIOR Eats squid and fish. Plunge dives from air for 
prey, catching it in its bill, then swallowing it under water or on 


the surface. This bird rarely alights on the sea. Does not carry JUVENILE 

prey in mouth while in flight. Does not follow boats but may be, ————— 
attracted to them. Often seen circling a boat several times or Similar Birds 
sitting on water nearby before departing. ‘Tropicbirds fly eae 
superbly but have difficulty walking on land, usually shuffling ‘TROPICBIRD 

around with their breasts touching the rocks. Adult lacks barring on 

@ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. ewes 

¢ NESTING Incubation 44-45 days by both sexes alternately. yellow to orange bill. 


Altricial young leave nest 90-120 days after hatching. 
¢ POPULATION Rare to 

casual straggler to coastal 

waters of the southern United 
States. Common to fairly 
common on subtropical and 
tropical islands in the Pacific, 
south Atlantic, and Caribbean. 


Rapid pigeonlike direct flight with stiff 
shallow steady wing beats. 


Nest Identification 
Uses no materials in nest ® in cavity of cliffs or burrows @ 1 red-brown or whitish 


buff blotched or spotted egg. 


Shape & io oe Cd Location z 


Plumage Sexes similar [Habitat me Migration Migratory Weight 1.7 pounds | 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family SULIDAE Species 4 /q dactylatra Length 2634 inches | Wingspan 60-62 inches 


MASKED BOOBY 


"fA 


y . . 3 : 
Sometimes called the Blue-faced Booby, this species white head 

can be seen far from shore perched atop the backs of and neck 

sea turtles or napping with its head concealed in its vellow eve 
back feathers. One of the largest of the booby r 


family and an adept diver, it can plunge vertically 
from 40 feet in the air to 6-10 feet underwater. 


long, stout 
yellow 1) 
] greenish hill 


¢ SONG Male makes high-pitched whistle; 
female makes louder, lower honk or trumpet. 
Rarely vocal except on breeding grounds 

or while feeding. AS, 

e BEHAVIOR Eats flying fishes white mantle Sy 
and small squid by plunge 
diving. Usually found far 
from land because it 
prefers deep 
water where 
its prey 


N : A r 
‘e dark facial skin 


© blue-gray 
throat pou A 


solid black trailing 
edge on wing 


Similar Birds 


BLUE-FOOTED BOOB) 
Bright blue feet; blue- 


hp gray bill; dark brown 
4 wings; dusky head; 


longer tail. 


pointed 


black tail eehile gemip 


and 
underparts 


yellow to 
olive-gray legs 
and feet 


NORTHERN GANNE'I 
No black facial skin; 
pale blue bill; white 

~*~ tail; black wing tips 
e juveniles have bluish 


is more abundant. Diurnal, 
returning to roost in evening. 
Often pursued by frigatebirds 
attempting to steal a booby’s catch. JUVENILE 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 


e NESTING Incubation 38—49 days by both sexes. When 
second egg hatches, the older sibling attacks the younger and 
throws it out of nest. Altricial young remain in nest 109-151 
days, fed by both sexes. 
Flight Pattern ¢ POPULATION Uncommon 
in the Gulf of Mexico; rare 
northward on the Atlantic 
Coast to the Outer Banks of 
North Carolina. Breeds on 
Alternates strong, rapid wing beats with Florida’s Dry ‘Tortugas. Casual 
glides when flying over ocean. visitor to southern California. 


ss Nest Identification 


Shape —>-ee Location samo: 


Plumage Sexes similar | H@bitat aan ae Migration Nionmigratory | “elt 3.2 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


eray bill; dark 
underwing with white 
axillaries; long tail 

® eastern range. 


Slight rim of pebbles ¢ on ground ® built by both sexes ¢ 1-2 chalky white eggs; 


oval, 2.5 inches long. 


70 ¢ BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


Family SULIDAE Species $y/q nebouxii Length 32 inches 


BLUE-FOOTED BOOBY 

Its vivid blue feet and legs make this ey 
: : : aie OWMISH 

medium-sized booby easy to identify. head 

At the nesting site, the Blue-footed 

Booby is unwary of humans. Stories 

are told of these birds boldly landing 

on ships, where they were easily 

caught by sailors who ate them 

for their next meal. shine Hothon 

@ SONG Male makes a upper back 

melancholy whistle; female has 

vibrating trumpetlike notes. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Feeds in 

groups near shallow water 

off beach. Dives for fish 

from 50 feet above 

water, often catching 

the fish underwater 

on its way back to 


Wingspan 60_62 inches 


blue-gray 
i. orbital ring factal 
Thy skin, and bill 


dark brown 


upperparts 


dark brown tail 
e and coverts 


JUVENILE 


Similar Birds 


MASKED BOOBY 
Yellow to olive-gray 
a feet; white on upper 
““& — wings, head, neck, 
and upperparts; 
yellow bill. 


wl 


bright blue feet 
and legs 


the surface. Often catches flying fish in the air and eats them 
whole. Mostly diurnal in warm waters usually not far offshore. 
Male’s courtship ritual includes stiff-bodied high “goose steps” 
around mate that show blue feet to greatest advantage. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
e NESTING Incubation 41 days by both sexes. First flight at 
102 days. Not colonial but nests often close together. 

¢ POPULATION Rare to 


Flight Pattern casual along southern Pacific 
Coast and inland in California 


to Salton Sea; irregular in 
Arizona; accidental in 
Washington and ‘Texas. 
interrupted by sailing glide; also powerful, ¢ CONSERVATION 
deep wing beats. Protected by federal law. 


BROWN BOOBY 
Dark brown head, 
neck, and upperparts; 
yellow bill; yellow 
feet; smaller. 


Strong, moderately rapid wing beats 


Nest Identification 


Places nest on flat ground close to others ¢ 2—3 chalky, pale blue-green eggs. 


Migration Nionmigratory | We'&ht 2.8 pounds 


Shape @e -se Location sm 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ean ae 


DATE _ TIME LOCATION 


BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA « 71 


Family SULIDAE Species §u/q /eucogaster Length 26-29 inches | Wingspan 5259 inches vl 


BROWN BOOBY 


Because of its habit of landing aboard ships 
and not trying to escape, sailors nicknamed this 
bird “booby,” meaning “dunce” in Spanish. 
The Brown Booby is one of the most common 
boobies and prefers to feed and travel in large 
flocks. The female can be distinguished from 
the male by its yellow (rather than blue) orbital 
ring and yellow bill. Males of the subspecies 
brewsteri, rarely observed in North America, 
have white foreheads and whitish tan heads 
and necks. Juveniles have gray facial skin 

and underparts, and underwings washed 

with dusky brown. 

¢ SONG Usually silent at sea. On 
breeding grounds, a harsh honking. 
Also gives harsh brays and a hoarse 
hissing whistle. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. 
Marine and pelagic but often 

seen from shore. Eats parrot 
fishes, mullets, flatfishes, 
and halfbeaks. Feeds 
inshore more often 
than other 
boobies by 


7 tte dark brown 

shallow wedge-shaped tail 
iaeiin iss p | yellowish legs 
plunging and feet 


dives from 30-50 feet 

above the water. Prefers to perch rather than sit on the water 
and comes ashore at night to roost in trees, shrubs, wharfs, 
buildings, etc. Attracted to ships and will perch in their rigging. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 40-47 days by both sexes. Altricial 
young stay in or near nest; fed by both sexes. First flight at 
84-119 days. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Casual to rare in South Florida and Florida 


» blue orbital ring 


Yo 


r 


Yj 


SS 


“pe 


bluish gray bill 


dark brown 
overall 


“oe 
a 


JUVENILE 


sharp demarcation 
between brown neck 
and white underparts 


blackish brown upperwing 


Similar Birds 


RED-FOOTED BOOB) 
Brown morph and 
juvenile similar ¢ brown 


overall; brown underwing; 


gray to pinkish bill, legs, 
and feet. 


BLUE-FOOTED BOOBY 
Juvenile similar © white 
patch at base of neck; 

white rump. 


MASKED BOOBY 
Juvenile similar ¢ brown 
“* coloring extends only to 
throat; has complete 

white collar. 


~ NORTHERN GANNET 
Juvenile similar @ larger; 

: dark gray upperparts with 

“™& light spots and spangling; 


grayish underparts 


® eastern range. | 


DATE 


Keys, Gulf Coast, and Gulf of 
California. Accidental elsewhere. 
Wide range of nesting sites has 
kept population stable. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to breeding colony 
disturbances as well as 
introduced predators. 


Strong direct flight, alternating with 
flapping and gliding, producing slightly 
undulating progression. Often flies low 
over water. Flocks sometimes fly in lines. 


Grass, twigs, and debris @ on ground ® 1-3 whitish to pale blue-green eggs with 


thalky eoari re > ained: are allinric: tare ? , inche 
Shape Location Z, chalky coating, often nest stained; ovate to elliptical ovate, 2.4 x 1.6 inches. 


Habitat aoa ~eg. Migration Nonmigratory | “el€%t 2.4 pounds 


LOCATION _ 


‘Plumage Sexes differ 


TIME 


72 ¢ BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


Family SULIDAE Species Sula sula Length 26-28 inches 


RED-FOOTED BOOBY 


Preferring to feed at night far offshore, this 
tropical bird is the smallest of the boobies 
and has more color variations than perhaps 
any other seabird. It has at least four color 


Wingspan 53_60 inches 


light blue face 


- cy y oe are by — Va ; a ; ee 
morphs in two general forms: white and light blue bill 6 FE 
gray-brown. The white morphs show an pink at base , we 


overall white color, with black primaries, 
median primary coverts below and 
secondaries that occur 1n either a white- 
tailed or black-tailed form. ‘The brown 
morphs have either a brown rump 

and tail or a white rump and tail. 
Juveniles of all morphs are 

brownish gray overall with 

brownish underwings, a gray- 

blue bill, and pinkish legs 
and feet. 

e SONG A low throaty 
braylike chatter. 


WHITE 
MORPH 


red legs 
and feet 


Similar Birds : 


BLUE-FOOTED BOOBY 
Bright blue feet; 


Mp smaller; blue bill; white 
underparts; brown 
a I 


wings and mantle with 
white patches on back 
and neck; white axillars 
and wing linings 

e juvenile dark overall 
with white neck patch. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Seminocturnal and crepuscular. 
Highly pelagic and rarely seen from mainland. May forage 
several hundred miles from land. Eats fish and squid. Plunge- 
dives for most food in deep waters. Also catches flying fish in 
air. Attracted to ships and lands on them. Often feeds in large 
flocks and returns to land to roost at night. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 43-49 days by both sexes. Altricial 
young stay in or around nest 15 weeks; fed by both sexes. 

1 brood per year. 

© POPULATION Casual along the California coast, Gulf 
Coast, Dry ‘Tortugas, and Florida. Accidental elsewhere on 
Atlantic coast. 


Flight Pattern 


a NORTHERN GANNET 
Larger; white 
secondaries; dark gray 

he “~~. feet and legs ® juvenile 
speckled white 
*® castern range. 


¢ CONSERVATION 
Population reduced due to 
destruction of habitat 
(principally the trees they 
require for nesting) by land 
clearing, herding of goats, and 
tourism development. 


Strong steady wing beats with glides. 
Graceful, agile; skims low over water. 5 or 
more may form line dipping up and down. 


Nest Identification Sticks and twigs ® in trees, shrubs, or on thick grass tufts © built by both sexes; 
female does most of building while male gathers material ¢ 1 chalky white egg; 


long elliptical or long to short subelliptical, generally broader at one end; 


he 
° ae se hovetien & Ms = 2.5 x 1.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat aan re Migration Nionmigratory | We'8ht 2.1 pounds 


DATE - TIME LOCATION 


BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA e 73 


Family SULIDAE | Speci a) 5 anus | Length 35 40 inches | Wingspan 65_71 inches 


NORTH ERN GAN NET creamy yellow to golden 


orange wash on head 


Like a large white flying cross pointed at all ends — long 
pointed black-tipped wings, long pointed white tail, and 
long bill often pointed downward toward the water — this 
is the largest indigenous seabird of the North Atlantic. 
Gannets feed and travel in small flocks, but nest in huge 
dense colonies of five thousand or more birds. ‘They stay 
at sea the first three years of life, then head for land only 
to breed. Juveniles have dark gray upperparts and 
heavily spotted, paler gray underparts, then become 
pied black, white, and gray as they progress into 

adult plumage. Males are larger than females. 


long pale 
blue bill 


black bare skin 
at base of bill 


e SONG Silent at sea except when feeding. 
Clamorous honking and various low groans and 
clucks around nest. 


e BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Dives underwater, 
as deep as 50 feet, plunging like an arrow 
from up to 100 feet high. Grabs fish 

and squid with bill. Roosts on water 

after feeding; sleeps in large rafts. 

Returns to nesting site 
annually; sites used for 
hundreds of 
years. Ranges 
primarily over 
continental 

shelf. Rarely 
pelagic over 

truly deep waters. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous; mates for life. Colonial. Mated 
pairs perform complex “dance” at nest, similar to that of 
albatross, in which they face each other, wings slightly raised 
and opened, tail raised and spread. ‘This ts followed by a 
repeated series of bows, bills raised and waved in air, more 
bows, and feigned caressing of each other’s breast. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 42-44 days, by both sexes; male does 
more. Young stay in nest 95-107 days. Both parents feed by 
regurgitation. 1 brood per year. 


white overall 


JUVENILE 


dark gray legs 
and webbed feet 


long black- 


tipped wings 


—-+_—e /ong 
F 


a pointed 
white tail 


re 
. MASKED BOOBY 

Yellow bill; black facial 
Pd skin; black tail; solid 
black edging (all flight 
feathers) on wings. 


RED-FOOTED BOOBY 
White morph ¢ smaller; 
white or black tail; all 
flight feathers and 
primary coverts are 


black; coral-red feet. 


¢ POPULATION Common. 
Often seen from shore in 
migration and winter. Rare to 
casual on Great Lakes in fall. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to oil spills, human 
disturbance at nesting colonies. 


Alternates rapid wing beats with short 
glides at frequent intervals. Soars to great 
heights. Glides low in strong winds. 
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Pile of seaweed and refuse ® on ridges of cliff ¢ 1 chalky light blue egg becoming 


nest stained; ovate to elliptical ovate; 3.0 x 1.8 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat aan ae re Migration Migratory Weight 6.5 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


74 ¢ BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


Family pPe_ RECANIDAE Length 60-63 inches _ | Wingspan 96110 inches. | 


AMERICAN WHITE PELICAN y - 


One of the most distinctive birds Ug 


Species Poferanus erythrorhynchos ; 


blue-gray bare 


in North America, this huge skin around pale yellow crest 
pelican, with its immense bill and bill black wing tips 
vast wingspan, is one of the . and outer trailing 


largest waterbirds. Making edge of wing 
their summer home near 
inland lakes, breeding 
birds shed the upper 
mandible plate after 
the eggs are laid 
and show a 
dull grayish 
crown and 
nape. In flight 
the head 1s drawn oversized 
orange-salmon 
back on the shoulders 4,7, ° 
with the bill resting on 
the breast, and the black 
primaries and outer 
secondaries contrast sharply 
with the white plumage. Young 
have a dull grayish bill and a brownish 
wash on the head, neck, and upper wing coverts. 
¢ SONG Mostly silent. On nesting grounds 
guttural croaks. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Entire flock may work WINTER 
communally to catch fish by “herding” them into PLUMAGE 
shallow water or an enclosed area, then scooping 
the fish out of the water with pouches that can hold up to featheis: BREET 
3 gallons of water. Eats fish of little or no commercial value. dark head and bill; long 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. aa trail beyond tail in 
® NESTING Incubation 29-36 days by both sexes. Young stay ae es. 
in nest 17-28 days; fed by both Sexes. Gather in groups called Gren hoatian ate 
pods after fledging and continue to be fed by adults. First flight 4 dark wings; darker bill; 
at 9-10 weeks. 1 brood per year. plunge dives for fish 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common to common. Breeds in wnile Be 
western lakes; winters in southwest and Gulf Coast states. Casual 
wanderer in migration. 

Flight Pattern © CONSERVATION Some 
decrease due to habitat loss and 
pesticide poisoning; however, 
has increased since 1970s. 

Strong slow deep wing beats. Soars high Despite legal pESreCon Bone 
on thermals. Flies in straight line or V deaths due to shooting. 


formation. 


Nest Identification ay 


Shape -se Location rum—s 


Plumage Sexes similar Migration Migratory Weight 15.4 pounds 


DATE __ TIME LOCATION 


graduated plates 


on upper 
mandible 


Coot 


short orange-red 
legs and feet 


Woo 
Black trailing edge to 
wing (all flight 


Made of built-up dirt and rubbish ¢ on flat ground @ 1-2 dull or chalky white 
eggs; ovate to elongate-ovate with some nearly elliptical—oval, 3.5 x 2.2 inches. 


BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA ® 75 


Family PE_LECANIDAE Species Pejeranus occidentalis \+©°8th 48-50 inches | Winéspan 78_84 inches 


BROWN PELICAN 


Louisiana’s state bird is the smallest of the 
world’s pelicans. Strictly a marine bird, it almost 
faced extinction because of pesticides and 
hydrocarbons that led to the thinning of its 
eggshells and reproductive failure in many 
colonies in the 1960s and 1970s. ‘T 
population is now recovering, although it 
is still listed as threatened. It ts rarely 
seen inland except around the Salton 
Sea. The color of its gular pouch 

varies from red in the West to 


blackish in the East. Young 
birds are brownish with a 


whitish belly. 


e SONG Adults are silent 


except for occasional 
low croaking. Young 
make snakelike hiss. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Coastal 


and pelagic. Eats fish 


taken near the surface by 
plunge- diving from air and 


scooping up prey with pouch. 
Sometimes attended by gulls that 
attempt to steal the catch before it can 
be swallowed. Gregarious. Often flies in long lines close to the 
water, with each bird closely following the flight path of the one 
ahead and all flapping and gliding in unison. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 28-30 days by both sexes. Young begin 


dark 
chestnut 
hindneck 


streaked 


gray-brown 


upperparts 


black legs and & a 


to walk out of nest at 35 days if nest site is on ground, but do 
not leave nest until 63-80 days, when able to fly, if nest 1s 
elevated in shrub or tree. Tended and fed by both sexes. 


1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common to common on Pacific Coast 


from central California southward, on the Atlantic Coast from 


Maryland southward around the tip of Florida, and westward along 
the entire Gulf Coast. Wanders 
north along coast in spring and 


Flight Pattern 


Graceful, powerful flight with deliberate 
wing beats alternating with short glides. 


Flies in straight line formation. 


Shape p2 -ee Location sam & s&s 


summer. Rare inland, but 
common in Salton Sea. 


¢ CONSERVATION Listed as 
threatened. Declined in mid- 

1900s due to pesticides; 
currently recovering in number. 


white head 
Peg and neck 


pale yellow 
forecrown 
and forehead 


blackish brown 


breast and belly 


Ke, 


> o 


pale yellow eyes 


» hlackish pouch 


yellowish gray 
bill with scarlet cast 
on distal portion 
and yellow tip 


AMERICAN WHITE 
PELICAN 

Black wing tips and 
outer secondaries; white 
body; huge salmon bill; 


orange-red legs and 
feet; does not plunge 
dive for food. 


NORTHERN GANNET 
Juvenile has dark gray 
upperparts with pale 
speckling; paler 
underparts; pointed, 
straight pale bill; 
pointed tail with white 
U patch at base; long 
dark-tipped wings 

* Atlantic and Gulf 
Coast range. 


Sticks, reeds, and grass @ in vegetation 6-20 feet high or on ground built up 
4-10 inches ® built by female with materials gathered by male ® 2-4 white eggs 
often nest-stained; long oval, 2.8 x 1.8 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat en aan Migration Migratory 


DATE 


TIME 


LOCATION 


Weight 8 2 pounds 
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76 © BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


Family PHALACROCORACIDAE 


NEOTROPIC CORMORANT 


Primarily found along the Mexican 
border, Neotropic Cormorants can be 
spotted perched on fence posts or in 
trees. This small slender cormorant, 
with a long tail frequently holds its 
neck in an S-shape. ‘The throat 
pouch is yellow-brown and has 
a white edge when the bird is 
breeding. It inhabits freshwater, 
brackish water, or saltwater. 
Juveniles are brownish in color. 
e SONG Low gutteral piglike 
grunts. 

e¢ BEHAVIOR With eyes 
adapted for underwater as well 
as aerial vision, all cormorants 
swim well and dive for fish 
from the surface. Occasionally 
hunts cooperatively, beating the 
water with its wings, confusing 
fish. Also eats amphibians and 
crustaceans. Often perches 
upon leaving water and holds 
wings and tail open in “spread 
eagle” fashion to dry them. 
Unlike other North 

American cormorants, often 
perches on wires. 

¢ BREEDING 
Monogamous. Colonial. 
e¢ NESTING 
Incubation 25-30 
days by both sexes. 
Altricial young 

fed by both sexes; 


b OWN ish 
upper a 
scaled black 


pointed feathers @ 
on back and 
scapulars 


swim and dive at 8 weeks, feed until 11 weeks, and become 


independent at 12 weeks. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION 
Widespread in Mexico; rare 
to casual in states along 
Mexican border from 
southern California to New 
Mexico; fairly common in 
southern ‘Texas. Increasing 
and spreading north inland. 


Flight Pattern 


<< 


‘Typically flies fairly low over water with 


strong rapid wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


pointed posterior edge of 4 
brownish yellow throat 
skin reaches behind eye 


Species Phalacrocorax brasilianus | +®°8th 2329 inches | Wingspan 40 inches 


long hooked 


bill 


—~e white tufts on 
the sides of the 
head in breeding 
plumage 


black overall 


long slender body 


JUVENILE 


Similar Birds 


DOUBLE-CRESTED 
CORMORAN'T 

Larger; heavier looking; 
shorter tail; rounded 


tips on scapular and 
back feathers; yellow- 
orange throat pouch; 

green sheen on head, 
neck, and underparts. 


BRANDT’S 
CORMORAN'T 
Bluish facial and 
throat skin ¢ West 


Coast range. 


Made of sticks with depression at center ® lined with twigs and grass @ built by 


both sexes ® 2—6 (usually 4) chalky bluish eggs, soon becoming nest-stained; oval 


to long subelliptical. 


Shape 2g. Location na &: sais 
> ’ 


Plumage Sexes similar 


DATE TIME 


Migration \/onmigratory 


Weight 2.8 pounds 


LOCATION 


BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA e 77 


Family PHALACROCORACIDAE | SP&C!€S Phalacrocorax auritus | “©°8h 32 inches Wingspan 52 inches 


DOUBLE-CRESTED CORMORANT 


‘The most widespread cormorant in North America 
appears blackish overall from a distance, but may 
appear to have a green sheen in certain lighting. 
During breeding season it shows two small tufts of 
feathers; they are black in eastern birds, but larger 
and mostly white in western birds. Its wings are 
not completely waterproof, so upon leaving the 
water the bird often perches on exposed objects 
with its wings held out to catch the sun’s rays 

and dry its feathers. This cormorant swims 


facial skin 


low in the water with its bill tilted slightly brown 
ipward. In flight it has a distinct crook = “2P#rparl 
ce ard. & aaah with black 
in its neck. Immature birds are brown scaling 


with white face, foreneck, and breast. 
¢ SONG Deep guttural grunt. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. 
Dives for fish, crustaceans, 
and amphibians from 
surface. Excellent diver, 
using feet for propulsion. 
Able to stay at 5-25 feet 
below surface for 

30-70 seconds. 


black legs 
and feet 


¢ BREEDING 
Monogamous. Colonial. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 

28-30 days by both sexes. Altricial young may leave nest at 
21-28 days but may return to be fed by both sexes. First flight 
at 35-42 days. Independent at 63-70 days. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common. Fluctuates because of persecution 
at nesting colonies, although increasing and expanding range, 
particularly in interior, in last 2 decades of the 20th century. 

¢ CONSERVATION Often 


1970s by DDT, causing 


Strong powerful direct flight. Sometimes : sak 
reproductive failures. 


soars briefly on thermals. Groups fly in 
straight line or V formation. 


bright orange-yellow 


killed by fishermen who believe 
birds compete with them. Many 
populations hit hard, especially 

on California coast, in 1960s and 


—+e /ong pale 


hooked bill 


bright orange- 
yellow gular skin 


green sheen on 
neck, head, and 
underparts 


blackish 


overall 


NEOTROPIC 
CORMORAN'I 
Smaller; longer tail; 


posterior edge of gulat 
skin often pointed with 
whitish border. 


BRANDT’S 
CORMORAN'I 
Strictly coastal and 


pelagic western range; 
dark face; blue throat 
patch with buff border; 


shorter tail; flies with 
head and neck held 
straight. 


GREAT CORMORANI 
Larger throat pouch 
bordered by white 
feathers; white cheeks 
and flank patches 
(breeding) ® East Coast 


range. | 


In trees made of sticks and debris and lined with leafy twigs and grass ® on rocks 
often made of seaweed and trash gathered at water’s edge ® near water ® built by 
female ¢ 2 nest-stained bluish white eggs; long subelliptical, 2.4 x 1.5 inches. 


Shape pron 


Location B ea — 
Plumage Sexes similar Habitat wee \an ae Migration Migratory 


DATE 


Weight 4.0 pounds 


TIME LOCATION 


78 ¢ BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


Family PryyALACROCORACIDAE. | SP&¢l€S Phalacrocorax carbo \ +©"8th 3540 inches | WiNESPAN 63 inches 


GREAT CORMORANT heavy hooked 

; bill 
The largest North American cormorant aes I 
is able to carry water in its throat pouch = "=> 
to pour over its chicks when they have 
been exposed to high temperatures. A right yellow 
proficient swimmer and diver, this bird = “#/0at pouch 


has been found as deep as a hundred with large 
border of 


blocklike head 


feet below the surface. Its large size, hire 
large bill, pale yellow chin, and white feathers 


throat patch distinguish it from the 
Double-crested Cormorant, the only 
other cormorant sharing its northern 
Atlantic range. In breeding season short 
white plumes appear on the side of the 
neck, and white patches are visible on 

its flanks while in flight. Juveniles have 
brown upperparts and a white belly. 

¢ SONG Usually silent. Low throaty 
groans on breeding grounds. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Excellent swimmer. 
Rides low in water, holding bill slightly 
angled above horizontal; uses webbed 
feet to swim. Dives for fish and 
crustaceans. When perched wet, holds 
wings in spread eagle position to dry. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 
Breeds on cliffs or rocks. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 28-31 days by 
both sexes. Altricial young stay in nest 

50 days. Fed by both sexes. First flight at 
50 days. Fledged young may return to nest 
at night until they achieve independence in sfort 
30-40 more days. 1 brood per year. tail 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common. Increased 
dramatically; range has spread southward. 
Thought to be limited by interactions with more 
numerous and well-established Double-crested 
Cormorant. Winters in small numbers from 
Maritimes 
Flight Pattern south to South Carolina; rare 
farther south. 
® CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to disturbance at 
Strong direct flight with steady wing colonial nese, SIGS a well as 
beats, but slow to reach full flight speed. the pollution of its marine 
Flies in V or straight line formation. environment. 


Nest Identification ae pT on ; , 
Made of twigs, seaweed, and bits of refuse ¢ lined with grasses and moss ® on 


ground in moderately elevated area ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 3-5 pale blue-green 


JUVENILE 


Similar Birds 


DOUBLE-CRESTED 
CORMORANT 
Smaller; orange throat 
patch; no flank patches 
e juveniles have 
slimmer bill, deep 
orange facial skin, pale 
breast and darker belly. 


Shape 2g. Location ee | ours eg | C225, often nest-stained; long oval, 2.6 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar Habitat Me a Migration Migratory Weight 5.0 pounds 


DATE _ TIME ___ LOCATION 
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Family ANHINGIDAE Species Anhinga anhinga Wingspan 45_48 inches | 


ANHINGA 


Although clumsy on perches and slow on the ground, the 
Anhinga is a graceful flier capable of soaring to great heights. 
It’s also called the snakebird because of its long thin neck 
and small narrow head, which appears serpentine 
when this bird swims with its body submerged 
to the neck. Water turkey, its other common 
name, comes from the long buff-tipped tail. 

¢ SONG Mostly silent. Low grunt similar 
to that of the cormorant. When quarreling 
makes distinct rapid clicking sound, 
guk-guk-guk-guk-gur. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Swims underwater 
and uses sharply pointed bill 
to spear fish. Eats small to 


silver-white 
streaks and spots 
on forewings and 


upper back 


long fantike tail 
with buff 
terminal band 


; - pale buff 
medium freshwater FEMALE head and neck 
fish, frogs, water snakes, and 
leeches. Also known to take a8 pale buff 


goldfish from outdoor ponds. breast 
Spends much time perched 
after swimming with wings 
and tail spread out to dry. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
Usually colonial, often with 
egrets and herons. Bare facial 
skin and eye of male become 
blue-green and lacy black-and-white 
plumes appear on head and neck in breeding condition. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 25-29 days by both sexes. Fed by 
both sexes. Altricial young will jump out of nest after 14 days if 
disturbed. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly common to common in breeding 
range. Casual wanderer north of 
breeding range. 

¢ CONSERVATION In the 
past often killed by fishermen 
fearing competition from the 
fishing abilities of this bird. 


bla kish 
brown 


body 


Strong graceful direct flight. Often 
soars like a raptor. 


Ph a Nest Identification 
22 Seis Soh Cn ap ere ae 
gathers materials ® sometimes uses nest of Snowy Egret 


Shape po 


Location & i 


Plumage Sexes differ Migration Most do not migrate | “el8t 2.7 pounds 


DATE 


TIME LOCATION 


ruby-red to 
scarlet eyes 


yellowish 
brown bill 


‘\ long thin neck 


black plumage 


with green gloss 


MALE 


Similar Birds 


NEOTROPIC 
CORMORANT 
Brownish yellow facial 
and throat skin; 
blackish overall with 
green sheen: browner 
upperparts scaled with 
black; shorter thicker 
neck; hooked bill; 
swims on water's 
surface between dives. 


DOUBLE-CRESTED 
CORMORAN'T 

Larger; heavier; shorter 
thicker neck; shorter 
tail; yellow-orange 
throat pouch; hooked 
bill; swims on water’s 
surface between dives. 


Bie? 


Da cal 
ren Cape $407) (~ 


Sticks ¢ often lined with grass and leaves ¢ built by female; male sometimes 


and Little Blue Heron 


e 2-5 white to pale blue eggs that become nest-stained; 2.1 inches long. 


long pointed 


j 
| 
j 
} 
| 
} 
1 
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Family REGATIDAE Species Fyeoata magnificens \*&P8th 37_4] inches | Winéspan g2_94 inches 


MAGNIFICENT FRIGATEBIRD 


straight hooked 


[he male has a most striking courtship display when gray bill @ 
. " fe 7 aa ' és a XXq. — 
. . . “WA F ney SS ee 
he inflates his throat sac into a huge brilliant red entirely —- 


balloon. In flight it looks almost sinister with its black ina 


. ‘ ° ® ~ 
plumage, long thin crooked wings, and deeply forked gigs on 
tail often folded into a point. Juveniles are black head and 
without gloss and have a white head, neck, sides, back 


breast, and belly. Even when not nesting, flocks of bright 
ea : oy red pouch 
these birds often gather at their permanent roosts ail 
in treetops, or on high cliffs. shows as 
@ SONG Clacks bill; nasal Aack or ka-ack; soft red patch 


on throat 


chippering at nesting grounds. Silent at sea. hen voi 


e BEHAVIOR Soars over sea to find food. distended 
Dives for prey and catches it in bill from 

surface. Eats fish, crustaceans, and 

jellyfish. Attacks other large seabirds MALE 


in flight until they drop or 
disgorge their catch, which the 
frigatebird then catches in 
midair. Roosts communally 
and 1s gregarious. 

® BREEDING 

Monogamous. Colonial. 


JUVENILE 


straight e—= 
e NESTING Incubation hooked ' 
40-50 days by both sexes. gray bill hes 3 
Fed by both sexes. First gloss Similar Birds 
flight at 20-24 weeks. Young white breast GREAT FRIGATEBIRD 


never left unguarded because — avd sides 
other birds in colony may eat 

eggs and hatchlings. Most 

females do not breed every year. 

¢ POPULATION Total difficult to 
monitor. Rare to casual on Salton Sea 


Male has pale brownish 
alar bar; scalloped pale 
grayish axillars; green 
gloss on head and back 
¢ female has gray-white 
throat, breast, and upper 
belly; red orbital ring; 
broader biack belly 


FEMALE 


long, 


.gstas ‘ . ‘ NATTO]} 
and along California coast to Washington. pointed patch ® juvenile has 
Breeds on Dry ‘Tortugas off Florida Keys. wings e—— white head, neck, and 
Fairly common to casual along Gulf of Mexico, breast; neck and head 
say Rees : : : long tinged with rust-brown. 

Florida coasts, and north to North Carolina. Rare deeply 

straggler north to Maritimes and inland, especially forked 

tail 


after storms. 
Flight Pattern © CONSERVATION 
; Frigatebirds are legally 
protected, but they are still 
killed in the nest by local 
people, who hunt at night with 


Very high effortless soaring flight. flashlights and clubs. Some 
Extremely graceful and buoyant in the air. ; 


years no young survive. 


Nest Identification 


Made of sticks, twigs, grass, and reeds ® in mangroves, trees, or bushes, 2—20 feet 
above ground ® built by female with materials gathered by male, who often 


Shape pg Location jysy baa eRe steals from neighbors’ nests ® 1 white egg; rarely 2. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat ep, Migration Nonmigratory | elé" 2.8 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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: , : : cred 
Family FREGATIDAE Species Fyeoata ariel Length 2832 inches | WingsPan 69_76 inches | 


LESSER FRIGATEBIRD 


black head with 


Ihe Lesser Frigatebird, a native of the southern metallic green black orbital | 
~ ~ . a “me : | 
oceans and the smallest of the Fregatidae and purple gloss ring 


family, has been recorded only once in North 
America. It is perhaps the easiest of all the 
frigatebirds to identify, at least while it is in 
flight, because both adults and juveniles 
have a white “spur” in the axillaries that 
extends onto the black underwing. ‘The 

spur is buff colored on females. 


e SONG Usually silent. At nest 


S ; 
eo grayish black bill 


red throat pouch 


MALE 


makes crackling noises. Bist tosh gid matic glossy black 
e BEHAVIOR Eats fish, with metallic green and , UPPET WINES 


crustaceans, and jellyfish. Has 2“7/ &/ass 


been known to follow ships. —e black 


y ay be ~ } eo ts 
Soars effortlessly for extended underparts 
periods. Acrobatically chases 
other seabirds to steal food reddish 


brown to black 


from them. 
feet and legs 


¢ BREEDING 


Monogamous; colonial. black head, throat, 
and foreneck form 


dark hood 


eee ——@ grayish to 


pinkish bill 


Ny white nape collar 


dark hood extends in 
V shape to middle of 
upper breast 


=e - blackish 
¢ NESTING upperwings 


Incubation 40-50 days 
by both sexes. Young 
altricial; first flight at 

6 months. Fed by both 
sexes. This species 
nests only once every 
2 years because its 
young grow slowly. 

¢ POPULATION Recorded 
as accidental in Maine resulting from a tropical storm that carried 


this nonmigratory species north. 
Flight Pattern 


JUVENILE 


FEMALE 


pink or red 
feet and legs MAGNIFICEN1I 
FRIGATEBIRD 


Larger; entirely black 
axillaries ® male lacks 
white on underparts 


black undertail e female lacks white 


nape collar. 


It is common around its 
breeding areas in tropical and 
subtropical oceans. 

¢ CONSERVATION Despite 
legal protection, frigatebirds are 
still killed in their breeding 
range by local inhabitants. 


Sticks @ in low tree or mangrove shrubs @ 1—2 white eggs. 


Shape po Location ~ay & 
Cd 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat ax zon Migration Nionmigratory | “8% 1.7 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family ARDEIDAE Species Rorgurus lentiginosus | +®°8th 23 inches Wingspan 4250 inches — 


AMERICAN BITTERN Y 


When it senses danger, the American ere A 

Bittern hides by standing motionless eae 

with its bill pointed upward and its 

body tightly contracted. ‘Thus it 

can be mistaken for a wooden 

stake in the marshes, saltwater 

and freshwater bogs, and 

wetland ponds it inhabits. 

The dark and light vertical 

streaks blend with shadows 

and highlights cast by 

surrounding vegetation, so 

the bird often goes 

unnoticed even from a 

few feet away. In flight 

the somewhat pointed 

dark outer wings 

contrast sharply 

with the inner pointed 

wings and body. wings with 

© SONG Oonf-a-  “omtrasting 
dark tips 

/unk or punk-er-lunk, 

often heard at dusk; it 

is one of the strangest 

sounds produced by any 

bird; sounds like 

someone driving a stake 

into the mud with a 

wooden mallet. 


e BEHAVIOR Stands 
motionless, often hidden by 
marsh vegetation, on ground or in 
. . NIGHT-HERON 
water to search for prey. Eats frogs, enact 
) > Juveniles have more 
small eels, small fish, small snakes, ; heavily spotted 
salamanders, crayfish, small rodents, and water bugs. upperparts; lack black 
% ea mustache lines on face. 
e BREEDING May be polygamous. Solitary nester. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 24-29 days by female. Young stay in nest 
14 days. Fed by both parents. 
1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common. Declining in the 
South from marshland drainage. 
¢ CONSERVATION Protected 
Strong direct flight with deep rapid by law. Wetland conservation is 
wing beats. . oe 5 aie Siew 
critical for this species. 


oh 


Eo pointed 


yellowish bill 


white throat 
streaked brown 
and buff 

upperparts 


long black strip 
or patch on each 
side of neck 


streaked 
brown and white 
underparts 


LEAST BITTERN 
Much smaller; black 
crown and back; shows 
buff wing patches in 
flight. 
YELLOW-CROWNED 
NIGH T-HERON 
BLACK-CROWNED 


Flight Pattern 


Nest Identification 


Grasses, reeds, and cattails ¢ lined with fine grasses ® on dense marsh ground, dry 
ground above water, or mud in tall vegetation ® built by female ¢ 2—7 pale brown 


Shape gg Location \ | Paes to olive-buff eggs, 1.9 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar Migration Migratory Weight 1.6 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family ARDEIDAE Species Jyoprychus exilis Length 11-14 inches | “!M8SP@" 1618 inches 


LEAST BITTERN 


‘This shy bird of the marshes is the 
smallest heron in North America. 
Because of the thick 
vegetation it 
frequents and 


» black crown 


buff head, neck, 
and sides black back 


its retiring aes tretlte 
and tail 


nature, it oa 
often goes pinkish 
unnoticed and —_Je//ow bill 
is probably more 
common than 
reported. Its small 
size and buff inner wing 
patches seen in flight quickly 
separate it from all other 
species. Adult females have a 
dark brown crown, back, and 
tail; juveniles are similar but 
more heavily streaked. 

¢ SONG Call is series of 
harsh fesé notes. Song is softer 
ku notes, somewhat dovelike. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Shy secretive 
denizen of the marsh. Seldom 
seen or heard. When 
approached closely often 
freezes in place with neck 
stretched upward, bill pointed 
skyward, and body 
compressed. May sway back 
and forth with rhythm of 
surrounding vegetation to 
help blend into background. 
When flushed, flies weakly yet migrates long distances. 


MALE 


white chin 


white underparts 
streaked with buff 


dark brown 
CTOWN 


——e dull 


yellow legs 


GREEN HERON 


Larger; lacks buff 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary to loose colonies. coloration and wing 
; c yatches in flight. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 17-20 days by both sexes. Young stay ! 

in nest 25 days. Fed by both sexes. 1—2 broods per year. 


¢ POPULATION Thought to 

be declining because of habitat 

loss, though still abundant in 

parts of North America. 

¢ CONSERVATION 

Neotropical migrant. 

Weak direct flight with slow labored Conservation of wetlands key to 

wing beats. . : 
population success. 


wes Nt, f Cong & 
= } Sn 


Platform ¢ bent marsh vegetation with sticks and grass on top @ well concealed 
in marsh growth, near or over water, on ground, or in low shrub ® built by both 
sexes @ 2-7 pale green or blue eggs; elliptical, 1.2 inches long. 


Shape a> Location dul 2 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat jw. Migration Migratory Weight 3 Q ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family ARDEIDAE Species 4 req herodias Length 46 52 inches | Wingspan 77_89 inches 


GREAT BLUE HERON 


Often called “crane” or “blue crane” by locals, the 
Great Blue Heron 1s the largest, most widespread, 


. ie . : ANG 

and best-known heron in North America. Its \ a 

. . . & BSS 
size, long yellowish bill, and mostly aa } 
bluish gray body readily distinguish | : 


PWG 


it. In the breeding season several 
long black occipital plumes 
adorn the back of the 


crown. In south bold black line 
Florida a paler on both sides 


® of crown 


ee 
long, stout white 
yellowish bill 


WURDEMANN’S 
HERON 


face 


white-headed 

form was formerly 
considered a separate 
species called Ward’s or 
Wurdemann’s Heron. An all white 
morph with yellowish legs found in ae eee 
southern Florida is called the Great White Heron “nants” 
and formerly was also considered a separate species. 


short tail 


black-and-white streaking 
in midline of foreneck blue-gray 
body blackish 
yellow 
legs 


¢ SONG Mostly silent except at colonies, where it makes series 
of squawks and low croaks. 
¢ BEHAVIOR In flight the long neck is folded back into a 
compact S-shape typical of other herons and egrets, and the long 
legs trail far out behind the short dark tail. Feeds by standing still 
in water for long periods and grabbing fish and other animals that = Ju;yvENILE 
come within range of a lightning thrust of its daggerlike bill, or 
by walking slowly along waterways or through marshy 
vegetation or grassy fields. 
non : ; ; ; SANDHILL CRANE 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. . Bald ved chown 
@ NESTING Incubation 25—30 days by both sexes. Young bustlelike tail coverts; 

es cr : . : flies with neck extended. 
remain in nest 65—90 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year 
in the North, 2 per year in the South. 


¢ POPULATION Stable, 
Flight Pattern 


common, and widespread. 

¢ CONSERVATION This 
species and other “long- 
legged waders” have 
benefited from state and 
federal protection, particularly 
of breeding colonies. 


Nest Identification Sticks ® lined with twigs and leaves @ usually in trees 20-60 feet above ground 


or water; sometimes in low shrubs; rarely on ground, rock ledges, or coastal cliff 


Direct flighc with slow steady wing beats. 


Shape 2 ¢ built by female from materials gathered by male ¢ 2-7 pale blue or light bluish 
LOCATION amma <iRie rg as a green eggs; oval to long oval, long elliptical, or subelliptical; 2.5 inches long. 
rt) oo 


Plumage Sexes similar | Fabitat ye sees Migration Northern birds migrate Weight 5.7 pounds 


DATE _ TIME : LOCATION 


‘N 
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Family ARDEIDAE ‘Species 4 y/eq alba Length 37_41 inches | Wingspan 55 inches 


GREAT EGRET 


‘The largest white egret found over most of its range 
can be distinguished from other white egrets and 
juvenile herons by its size, yellow bill, and black 
legs and feet. ‘Vhis tall, slender-necked bird 
develops long trains of lacy plumes on its 
back that extend beyond the tail when 
breeding, and its yellow bill appears more 
orange in color. 

e SONG Bold throaty croaking or 
repeated cuk, cuk. 

e BEHAVIOR Prefers to feed in 
open areas from salt marshes to 
freshwater habitats. 


black legs 
and feet 


Diurnal in its activities, it 
flies singly or in groups to 
communal roosts 1n trees for 
the night. Feeds on wide 
variety of small aquatic 

animals and animals found in 
wetland environs, from fish to 
frogs, snakes, crayfish, and 
large insects. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
Colonial, usually with other 
species of herons, egrets, ibis, 
and other similar species. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 

23-26 days by both sexes. 
Young stay in nest 21 days. Fed 
by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Decimated by plume hunters in late 1800s. 
Protected since early 20th century. In recent decades breeding 


range has expanded northward. 
Flight Pattern 


GREAT BLUE HERON 
es Wurdemann’s Heron 
(morph) larger with 


yellowish legs and feet. 


SNOWY EGRE' 
Smaller; dark bill. 


REDDISH EGRET 
White morph smaller 
with dark bill. 


LITTLE BLUE HERON 
s% Juvenile smaller with 


dark bill. 


CATTLE EGRET 
Much smaller; yellow 


mm = legs and feet. 


¢ CONSERVATION With full 
protection in North America, 
species ts increasing. Sull, 
factors such as polluted waters, 
coastal development, and 
draining of wetlands 
negatively impact egrets. 


Buoyant direct flight with deep steady 
wing beats. 


a ; : 
Nest Identification gee Patel 
ae nie ift Made of sticks © unlined or lined with fine material ¢ in tree or shrub, usually 

1040 feet above ground ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 1—6 pale blue-green or light blue 


Shape pg Location 7 & a> eggs, 2.2 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat 2 sees Migration Some migrate Weight 2 () pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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. . aie Miss Wil it hs a —25) i 
Family ARDEIDAE Species F oretta garsetta’ | Length 24 inches 
& ane 


LITTLE EGRET ie 
‘This Old World native has been found with increasing regularity in 


North America in recent years. Similar to the Snowy Egret it appears 

larger because of its slightly longer neck and legs. Feeding is more 

deliberate than the erratic rushing about often seen in a foraging 

Snowy Egret, with movements similar to a Little variable lore color 
Blue Heron. Breeding adults have two can be yellow 
or three long plumes on their 
upper backs. 


Wingspan 36 inches _ 


black bill 


straight back 
plumes 


small all-white body 


black legs 


SNOWY EGRET 
Often appears to be 
smaller; shorter neck; 


. horter thi black 
¢ SONG Clamorous, croaking ark-ark-ark. oe = ener aie 


¢ BEHAVIOR Very sociable; always feeds in small flocks. Eats lores; crested; brighter 
frogs, small fish, and insects. Feeds in shoals, meadows, fields, velo sae 


; : : breeding plumage has 
or on banks. Flight is more hurried than that of other herons. shanti longuimeate 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. curved plumes on back. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 20-24 days by both sexes. Fed by both = GREAT EGRET 


sexes. Semialtricial young fledge nest at about 30 days. 1 brood ‘Twice the size; yellow 
: 8 8 bs bill; black legs and feet. 
per year. 


¢ POPULATION Common in Europe. Rare to casual in spring and 
summer in North America on 


Flight Pattern | northern Atlantic Coast from 
Newfoundland to Virginia; not 


known to have nested here. 


® CONSERVATION 
Protected by law and may not 


Direct flight with steady deep wing beats. be kept without a permit. 


Nest Identification lh 


yellow feet 


Dry twigs ®@ in trees @ occasionally in dry reed ¢ 5-6 greenish blue eggs. 


Shape gg <= Location dud as & 


Plumage Sexes similar Migration Migratory Weight 1.1 pounds 


DATE _ TIME LOCATION | 
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| Leneth 22-26 inches | Wingspan 4043 inches 


all 
WESTERN REEF-HERON % 
yellow-green - 
facial skin with 
orange tint 


‘This native of Africa and Asia has strayed out of 
its range and been seen in Massachusetts 

once. Almost exclusively coastal, it also 
frequents mudflats and estuaries. Also 
called the Western Reef-Egret, this 
species has two distinct color morphs. 
The dark morph in flight appears 
blackish with a white chin and 

throat and a white patch on the 
primary coverts. ‘The juvenile 

dark morph is similar to the 

adult but its plumage 1s light 

gray to slate-gray, and its toes are 
yellow to orange-yellow. The 

white morph 1s white overall 

with two long narrow plumes 

on the back of its crown. 


e SONG Generally silent. 

When disturbed, it gives a 

guttural awww. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 

pairs on exposed reefs or 

mudflats. Often stands 

slouched and rests on tarsi 

in shallow water or onshore. 

Eats frogs, fish, mice, 

crustaceans, and mollusks. 

Does not spear food, but 

grasps with mandibles and 
swallows whole. Waits for prey to 
come close or stalks 1t with 
deliberation, then a lightning-quick 
thrust. Stalks in crouched position; 


a 


long heavy yellow to 
brownish olive bill, 
drooping slightly at tip 


white chin 
and throat 


DARK 
MORPH 


blackish to bluish 
gray overall 


brownish olive or 
dark brown legs 
and feet 


Similar Birds 


LITTLE BLUE HERON 
Slate-blue overall; dark 
purple head and neck; 
gray bill with black tip; 
dull yellow-green legs 


: ; ; and feet. 
seldom dashes in active pursuit. Nests I ae 
Pad : 1 lama 3 ; eed NOTE No white egret has the 
and roosts In small groups inland in trees Or on rock ledges. posture, heavy bill shape, or leg color 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. of the white morph. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 20-25 days by both sexes. Young 
semialtricial; brooded by 
female; stay in nest about 
30 days, fed by both sexes. 
1 brood per year. 


e POPULATION Accidental in 
North America in Nantucket, 


Slow purposeful direct flight with deep Massachusetts. 
rapid wing beats. 


isis Untidy structure of sticks ® in tree, on ground, under shrub, or on rock 
ledge © built by both sexes @ 2-5 pale green to blue-white eggs; oval, 


Shape pg Location gry, fi | mem) 1.6 x 1.2 inches. 


Habitat rex Migration Nonmigratory | “l€ 14.1 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Family AE DEIDAE 


SNOWY EGRET 


‘This is perhaps the most beautiful of all North 
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American egrets and herons tn its nuptial 
plumage, and the daintiest with or without it. 
This energetic medium-sized white egret has 
black legs and bright yellow “slippers.” 
Slaughtered by the thousands for its soft, lacy 
breeding finery, it was the most persecuted 
of all egrets by plume hunters in the late 


19th and early 20th century. 


¢ SONG Generally silent. Vocalizations 


are harsh squawks. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Most active heron 
when feeding. Rushes after prey 


in manner of Reddish Egret. 
Often sticks one foot forward 
in water and rapidly 

vibrates 1t to startle prey. 
Crustaceans, insects, 

and fish are important 
components of diet. 


¢ BREEDING 

Monogamous. 

Colonial, often 

nests in mixed 

colonies with 

other herons 

and egrets. 

e NESTING 

Incubation 20-24 

days by both 

sexes. Young stay 

in nest 30 days. 

Fed by both sexes. 

1 brood per year. bright 
¢ POPULATION ee 


black legs 


yellow eyes @ 


long, slender 


black bill 


yellow lores 


white plumage 


WINTER PLUMAGE 


CATTLE EGRET 
Stockier; shorter neck; 
yellow bill and legs. 
GREAT EGRET 

Much larger; yellow 
bill; black feet. 


LITTLE BLUE HERON 
Juvenile has greenish 
legs; gray bill with 


black tip. 


: : feet 
Increasing. Range 
expanding northward. 


¢ CONSERVATION 
Seemingly thriving today, but 
almost extirpated in the early 
20th century by demand for its 
“cross aigrettes” for ladies’ 
fashions. 


Buoyant flight with steady fast 
wing beats. 


__| Made of sticks ¢ lined with fine twigs and rushes ® in short tree or shrub, 
5-10 feet high ® sometimes on ground ® built by both sexes ¢ 2-6 pale blue- 


green eggs, 1.7 inches long. 
Weight 13.1 ounces 


Shape a Location gy» @& 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat we see Nee Migration Migratory 


LOCATION __ 


DATE TIME 
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Species Beretta cacrulea | ‘©8024 29 inches 


LITTLE BLUE HERON | 


Adults appear entirely dark at a distance, but at closer 
range they are slate-colored with a purplish maroon 

head and neck. This is the only dark heron species 

in North America in which the juvenile is 

white. The juvenile begins molting into Diviplih Hardon 
adult plumage in its first spring and head and neck em 
gradually acquires more blue-gray 
feathers, achieving a calico 
appearance in the transition 
from white to 
slate gray. 


WINESPAN 4041 inches 


Family ARDEIDAE 


‘ gray bill 
with black tip 


gray body 


greenish gray legs 


JUVENILE 
e SONG Breeding male makes ¢h-00-ah-ch-ch. Both sexes make 
loud nasal ssea or scaah and low clucking notes. 


e¢ BEHAVIOR Prefers fresh water but can be found in brackish ss REDDISH EGRE1 


water and salt marshes. A stealthy stalker, it moves slowly as it Dark morph similar to 
adult; rufous head and 


wades in shallow water or along water’s edge for prey. Feeds on 
a variety of small vertebrates, crustaceans, and large insects. 
Roosts in trees and shrubs at night. 


neck; pink bill with 
black tip ® white morph 


similar to juvenile. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial; often nests in heronries ‘al TRICOLORED HERON 
with other species. _ White underparts. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 20-24 days by both sexes. Young stay 

in nest 42-49 days. Fed by both 
sexes. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Increasing 
and expanding. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Responding to protection of 
nesting colonies. 


Direct flight with steady quick wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Shape po Location sym & pg, 
oD 


Habitat a 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Sucks and twigs ® unlined or lined with finer material © usually in tree or shrub, 


green eggs; elliptical to subelliptical, 1.7 inches long. 


Weight 12.9 ounces 


3-15 feet high © occasionally on ground ® built by both sexes ® 1-6 pale blue- | 


Plumage Sexes similar 


Migration \Mioratory 


N 
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- moe iS © Le 


TRICOLORED HERON 


Wingspan 36 inches 


Our only large dark heron with white underparts pies ; 
ir ofl Ss. civil phen asians a upperparts, neck, 
can be found in salty coastal marshes to inland pete 


freshwater. Its long, slender neck and long, thin 
bill make it seem larger and skinnierethan other 
medium-sized herons. 77ico/ored refers to the 
dark upperparts, white underparts, and reddish 
brown stripes on the foreneck. In breeding 
plumage there are white plumes on the back of 
the crown and shaggy purplish or tan feathers 
on the lower neck, crown, and back. 


long yellowish bill 
with dark tip and 
culmen 


reddish brown 
streaks on foreneck 


~——e white foreneck 


-e white 
underparts 


dull yellow legs 
¢ SONG Call ; 
by both sexes, 
aaah and scaah. 
Breeding male 
makes wuh and 


JUVENILE 


groaning 

sounds. Both 

may give cush-culh call. LITTLE BLUE HERON 
¢ BEHAVIOR Often feeds by wading more deeply than many vademane aie 
other herons, up to its belly. In short flights may leave neck < eantactecear 
stretched forward and legs dangling loosely beneath body. Rufous head and neck 
Some wander inland after breeding season. in dark morph. 


@ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial; often nests in mixed 
colonies with other species. 


e NESTING Incubation 21-25 
days by both sexes. Young stay 
in nest 35 days, fed by both 
sexes. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Probably 


Direct flight with steady quick declining due to habitat loss. 
wing beats. 


a ab a ieee 


Sticks and twigs ® lined with fine twigs, grass, or leaves @ usually 2-30 feet 
above ground, rarely on or near ground ® built by both sexes ® 3 light bluish 


Shape 22 Location ag & green eggs; ovate to oval or elliptical ovate to elliptical oval, 1.7 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | “abitat ys sow Migration Some migrate Weight 14.6 ounces _ 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


> 
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Family ARDEIDAE Species Forerta rufescens | “©P8'N 27_32 inches | Winespan 46 inches 


R EDDISH E GRET rufous head and neck 


appear shaggy 


This coastal 
inhabitant is an 
uncommon to rare 
egret with two 
distinct color 
morphs, white and 
dark. The dark morph 


is more common. 


e SONG Generally 

silent. On nesting 

grounds, low croaks and 

soft clucking notes. 

¢ BEHAVIOR A bird of 
coastal salt pans and 

shallow tidal flats that can 
often be identified at 

some distance by its unusual 
feeding behavior. Often dashes 
after prey, running and lurching in 
first one direction and then 
another with wings jutting in and 
out or held skyward 1n canopy 
fashion. Sometimes 
feeds by stirring 
bottom mud with a 


| 
| 
| 
| 


pink bill » 
with black tip 


DARK 
MORPH 


gray body 


dark blue legs 
and feet 


JUVENILE 


foot and striking ee eee | 

escaping prey. neck appear rg white body 

¢ BREEDING shaggy 

Monogamous. \ 

Colonial. WHITE i LITTLE BLUE HERON 
eae Pee dark blue legs Samer Ree 


Incubation 25-26 and feet 
days by both sexes. 

Young stay in nest 

42-49 days, fed by pink bill 


both sexes. 1 brood with 
; black tip 
per year. 


bill dark gray with black 
up; greenish gray legs. 


GREAT EGRET 
Larger; yellow bill; 
black legs and feet. 


¢ POPULATION Rare to 
uncommon. Nearly killed off by 
plume hunters in late 1800s. 
Numbers have been increasing 
gradually with complete 


Direct flight with buoyant steady protection. Current total US 

wing beats. population about 2,000 pairs. 

Nest Ide 

Nest Identificati Se tart = its ai m 

bra tification Platform of sticks and grasses with little or no lining ¢ on ground in Texas; 
3-15 feet high in tree in Florida ¢ built by both sexes @ 2—7 pale blue-green 
Shape £@ Location $ a eggs, 2 inches long. | 

Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ~aa Migration Most do not migrate Weight 15.9 ounces z 
DATE TIME LOCATION ____ 
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Family ARDEIDAE Species Bu hylcus ibis Length 19_21 inches | Wingspan 36_38 inches 


CATTLE EGRET 


This is the only small white egret with the 


. 
combination of a yellow bill and yellow legs and | gl 7s 
feet. Breeding adults have patches of buff- L___] gy 


orange on crown, nape, lower foreneck, and 
back. Nonbreeding adults and immature 
birds lack the buff-orange patches and 


buff-orange 
patches on 
(TOON, Nape, 


have yellow bill, legs, and feet. A and back 
big-headed, thick-necked, short- yellowish 
legged egret of the Old World orange bill 
(originally found in Spain, Senay 


Portugal, and Africa), it thick neck 
introduced itself to South 
America in the 1880s 
and to Florida by the 
early 1940s. From 
there it moved 

over most of the 

US and into 
southern Canada. 

e SONG Various 
croaking sounds at 
breeding colonies; 
otherwise silent. 

e BEHAVIOR Associates with cattle, 
horses, or other livestock in moist or dry 
pastures, where it feeds primarily on large 
insects disturbed by feeding livestock. Several 


buff-orange 
patches on lower 
foreneck 


white plumage 


yellowish 
orange feet 


short yellowish 
orange legs 


eee 


JUVENILE 


birds may accompany a single cow, often riding on its back. Also SNOWY EGRET 
follows tractors plowing fields to feed on the exposed insects » Longer, more slender neck; 
and grubs. Largely diurnal, flying at dusk to communal roosts bises pillgadee 
with other egrets, herons, and ibis to spend the night perched LITTLE BLUE HERON 
in trees or shrubs. ‘They often form the nucleus of nesting “es obs is ance 

: . ‘ 2 . \ onger, more slender neck; 
colonies of other species of heron and egrets, and their presence 1% srecnish pray lees and fer 
may encourage the nesting of these birds in the heronries. black-tipped grayish bill. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial; often found in mixed Y GREAT EGRET 
breeding colonies with other species. Larger; black legs and feet. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 21-26 days by both sexes. 
Semialtricial young remain in 


Fish: Pattern nest about 45 days. Fed by both 
sexes. | brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION North 
American population increasing. 
¢ CONSERVATION Nesting 
Direct flight with steady, rather rapid colonies protected. 

wing beats. 


Nest Identification . sof : 
Sucks and reeds ® lined with leafy green twigs ® in tree or shrub @ built by 


female from materials gathered by male ¢ 1-9 pale blue or light bluish green 


Shape 22 Location sa & ay eggs; subelliptcal or elliptical, 1.9 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat J@ yes Migration Migratory Weight 11.9 ounces 


DATE | TIME LOCATION 
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Family ARDEIDAE Species Rurorides virescens | “eB 18-22 inches | WiNESPAN 26 inches 


(GREEN HERON 

Looking similar to a crow while flying, the Green 

Heron has a thicker neck and more bowed wing dark cap 
beats. It is a widely distributed heron found in 
almost every wetland in summer. Perhaps more 
blue than green on the back, this heron has a 


dark cap ending in a shaggy crest on the + — 
occiput, with a chestnut head and neck. Its a 


legs appear more yellowish in nonbreeding 
season. Juvenile plumage has more 

brown on the upperparts, heavily 
streaked underparts, a white chin, 
and dull yellow legs. 

e SONG Bold abrasive syowk or 
skeow; sometimes soft kuck, 
kuck notes. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Diurnal 
species that retires to 
ground or close to it for 
the night. Often walks 
slowly when hunting or 
stands and waits 
motionless in water or 
on an overhanging 
perch for prey to 

come close enough 

for a quick strike. 

When disturbed, 

often nervously flicks 
its short tail and 
elevates shaggy crest. 
Has been seen placing 
food or bait in the water 
deliberately to attract 
fish. Often perches in 
trees and shrubs. oe td aol adie cnc 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. pale underparts. 
Usually solitary pairs; occasionally forms small colonies. 
Sometimes nests rather distant from water. 

e NESTING Incubation 
19-25 days by both sexes. 
Young remain in nest for 
16-17 days, fed by both sexes. 
1 or 2 broods per year. 

Direct flight with slow steady arched ¢ POPULATION Common 
wing) beats. and stable. 


Nest Identification 


Shape pg Location sy» & > ABA 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat wee yew Migration Some migrate Weight 7.5 ounces 


| thin brownish 
yellow bill 


Sg chestnut head 


y and most of neck 
¢$—__________» white 
underparts 


orange legs 


LITTLE BLUE HERON 
Gam Larger; longer neck 


\ 
and legs; lacks chestnut 


Sticks and twigs ® in tree or shrub, 5—30 feet off ground ¢ built by both sexes 


e 2-7 pale green or blue-green eggs; elliptical to subelliptical, 1.5 inches long. 


DATE TIME LOCATION == 


N 
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Family ARDEIDAE Species Nyericorax nycticorax | “©"8th 2528 inches _ | Wingspan 44 45 inches 


BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT-HERON 1 


The scientific name of this bird means “Night 
Raven,” and it refers to the nature of the bird, 
as does the common name of Night-Heron. 

A stocky bird with short legs and a thick, 

short neck, it prowls freshwater pools, 
marshes, and streams and coastal 
estuaries across much of North 
America. In flight the toes often — }/ach 
protrude beyond the short tail. = Gack 
Juvenile plumage shows 
brown above with white spots 
and streaking, buff-brown 
below with dark brown spots 
and streaking. Juveniles 

have a yellowish bill with a 
dark tip and greenish 

yellow legs and feet. 

¢ SONG Low, harsh woe 

and guttural guock or quaik. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Primarily 
nocturnal. Roosts in trees by 
day and actively feeds at night. 
Some feed during daylight 
hours. Omnivorous, feeding on 
whatever is most handy. Diet 
ranges from fish to mollusks, 
small rodents, frogs, snakes, 
crustaceans, plant material, 
eggs, and young birds. 


black cap 
and nape 


dark bill 


red eyes 


© breeding adults have 2-3 long 
white plumes on back crown 
white underparts 
and face 


gray sides of neck, 
wings, and tail 


—e yellow legs and feet 


JUVENILE 


Similar Birds 


AMERICAN BITTERN 
Similar to juvenile 

¢ thinner long yellowish 
bill; dark mustache 
stripes; lacks white 


Often stands very still in spotting above. 
water for long periods of ETL OWLGROWMED 
time, expertly grabbing fish that swim too close. NIGHT:-HERON 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Similar to juvenile 

: ; ® more gray-brown with 
¢ NESTING Incubation 21-26 days by both sexes. Young stay smaller white spots; 
in nest 28 days. Fed by both sexes. First flight at 42 days. After thick dark bill; thinner 


neck; longer legs. 


49 days, may follow parents to foraging areas to beg and be fed. 
1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Overall 
Flight Pattern stable or increasing. 
© CONSERVATION 


Benefited from general 
protection by state, federal, and 
conservation agencies. Loss of 
wetland habitat affects food 
supply and reproduction. 


Nest Identification a ; eacthe 
Sticks, twigs, and reeds ® lined with finer material ¢ on or above ground as high 


Shape po as 150 feet ® built by female with materials gathered by male ¢ 1-7 pale green 


LOCatiON dij umm Lex KAA & D> 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ye see Migration \figratory Weight 1.9 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION _ 


ae 


Direct flight with slow steady wing beats. 


or light bluish eggs; oval, 2 inches long. 
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Family ARDEIDAE * Length 22-28 inches | WiNESP8N 42_44 inches | 


YELLOW-CROWNED NIGHT-HERON | 
| 
thick dark 


swamps, and riparian woodlands, this 
short-necked, stocky heron has a 
gray body and a large black head 
boldly marked with a white 

cheek patch and white crown 

with yellowish tints on the 

forehead. During breeding long white 
season adult males and females occipital plumes 
have long white occipital 
plumes on the back of the 
head. The long yellow legs 
protrude well beyond the 
short tail in flight. 


e SONG Short woe or wok. 
Its guak is higher and less 
harsh than that given by 
the Black-crowned 
Night-Heron. 


¢ BEHAVIOR While 
mostly nocturnal, it 
is often active 
during the day. 
Exhibits strong 
preference for 
crustaceans, 
although it eats a 
variety of other 
aquatic organisms 
from fish to 


At home in coastal mangroves, inland 
bill 


large black head 
with yellowish white 
crown and white 
cheek patches 


slender neck 


JUVENILE 


BLACK-CROWNED 
NIGH T-HERON 

Black back; white head 
with black cap; short 


long 
wllaz leas . 
yellow legs yellowish legs 

e juvenile has brown 
crown; brown 
upperparts with large 


shellfish. white spots and 

e BREEDING streaks; whitish-tan 
underparts with brown 

Monogamous. streaking; short yellow- 


Solitary nester or 
forms small loose 
colonies. Also joins large 
nesting colonies with 
gue herons and egrets, often chooses nesting site located on 

Pun i periphery of the colony. 

eee eee) )§=6&© NESTING Incubation 
21-25 days by both sexes. 
Young remain in nest 25 days. 
Fed by both sexes. Probably 
1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Stable. 


green legs and feet; 


yellowish bill with 
black tip. 


ahs Pie y 


Sticks ¢ lined with twigs or sometimes leaves ® either on ground or in tree 
30-40 feet high ¢ built by both sexes ® 2-8 pale blue-green eggs; oval to long 


Shape pg Location ip & oval, 2 inches long. 


Habitat ye ey (NS Migration Migratory Weight 1.6 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Pumage Sexes similar 


96 e BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


Family THRESKIORNITHIDAE 


| Length 2127 inches | Wingspan 38 inches 


WHITE IBIS 


The all-white plumage and long reddish decurved 

bill are distinctive. The color of the bill blends into 

the scarlet face of breeding birds; nonbreeding 

adults show a pink to red face. In flight the black white plumage 
Wing tips are conspicuous. The juvenile White ; black wing tips 
Ibis is the only dark ibis with white show in flight 
underparts and rump. 

¢ SONG Male emits advertising 2 
call of hunk-hunk-hunk-hunk. — 
Female squeals. 


scarlet face 


reddish legs 


reddish decurved 
bill with black tip 


Feeding birds give soft grunting croo, 
croo, croo frequently as they forage. A 

e BEHAVIOR Like other ibis, flies with neck and legs _ FIRST FALL 
outstretched, often in long, loose lines. Seems to prefer Pia ees: 
marshes and pools near the coast, where it feeds by probing. 
Primarily diurnal like other ibis. Flies to communal roosts in 
shrubs and trees in evening for the night. 


GLossy IBIS 

: WHITE-FACED IBIS 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Usually nests in mixed “ Similar to juvenile but 
colonies with other wading species. aitet in a a 


= és a os by white underparts 
¢ NESTING Incubation 21—23 days by both sexes. Altricial ~~ and rump ® Glossy Ibis 


young remain in nest 28-35 days. Fed by both sexes. Probably ___fange only in the East. 


1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Common to 
abundant in coastal marshes 
but local. Range has increased, 
but Florida population much 
lower than previous levels. 
Some heavy losses after major 
hurricanes destroy 
roosts/rookeries. 


Rapid wing beats followed by short glide. 
Flies in straight line formation. 


low, matted vegetation ® usually 7-15 feet above ground or water ® built by 
female from material gathered by male ¢ 2-4 pale blue to green-white eggs with 
blotches of brown; subelliptical to long elliptical, 2.3 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitatye sez Migration Some migrate Weight 2 3 pounds 


3 


Shape pg <= Location AAA ss & 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family THRESKIORNITHIDAE _ | SP&Ci€S Eudocimus ruber | ©9684 21.5-27.5 inches | Wingspan 36_38 inches | 


SCARLET IBIS 


Looking like a White Ibis dyed red, the adult is 
unmistakable in scarlet plumage with black 
wing tips. The decurved bill is pinkish 
brown to red, and the legs and feet 
are pinkish red. Origins of birds 

in Florida are suspect: some 

are escapees, while others 
were deliberately 
introduced. Some Scarlet 
Ibis in Florida have 
hybridized with the 
closely related 
White Ibis, 


pinkish brown 
to red decurved 


bill 


producing 
various shades 
of pink scarlet plumage 
offspring. 
red legs and feet 

A ass 

wing tips 

CONSPICUOUS 

in flight 
¢ SONG JUVENILE 


Alarm call is a bubbling 
gwe, gwe. Generally silent 
except at nest where it 
utters a high, thin “or-tor. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. 
Somewhat nervous and 
wary; shies away from 
humans. Prefers tropical and 
subtropical coastal marshes and swamps. Feeds principally on 
crustaceans but also eats fish and other aquatic vertebrates. 
Diurnal, flying to communal roosts in trees for the night. 

¢ BREEDING Colonial; often 

nests with other species. 

¢ NESTING Incubation about 
23 days by both sexes. Young 
stay in nest 28 days. 
¢ POPULATION Casual in US; 
strayed from South America. 


ROSEATE SPOONBILL 
y Pink with spatulate, 


“t not decurved, bill. 


WHITE IBIS 
Juveniles similar; less 


/ * * streaked head and 
{ ] > neck; grayer brown 


upperparts. 


Several rapid wing beats followed by 
short glide. Flies in straight line 
formation. 


Nest Identification 


Shape pg Location a & 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ye. sees New | Migration Nonmigratory | Wel8ht 1.3 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Frail structures built of dry sticks ¢ placed in fork of branches ® sometimes uses 
abandoned nests of herons or egrets ® 5-35 feet high in mangroves or in shrubs 
over or near shallow water ® 2-3 dull olive-gréen or buff eggs. 
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Family THRESKIORNITHIDAE | SPECS Plegadis falcinellus \ “©°8th 19_26 inches | Wingspan 36_38 inches 


GLOSSY IBIS 

From a distance this large bird 
with a dark decurved bill 
appears dark overall in the 
freshwater or saltwater 
marshes it frequents, 

but closer observation 
reveals deep 

chestnut plumage 

glossed with 

metallic greens and estes Bog 
purples. The species decurved pill 
occurs widely in the 

Old World and evidence 

suggests that perhaps it 

introduced itself to North 

America in the 1800s. Its North 
American range may be limited due to its 


dark iris 


metallic green and purple 
gloss on back, wings, 
head, and neck 


dark gray 
lores bordered 
with pale blue 


chestnut plumage 


recent arrival on the continent, as well as 
competition with the already established 

White Ibis. Breeding plumaged birds 

show intense green patches in their wings, 
greenish legs with red joints, pale blue 

around the face and blue-gray facial skin 

in the loral region. 

¢ SONG Guttural, grating croak, fa-onk. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Flies in lines 

or groups, with individuals often changing 

position in the flock. In flight the head, neck, and 
legs are extended. Highly prone to wandering, thus 
turns up at great distances from breeding range, especially WHITE-FACED IBIS 
in spring. Uses long bill to probe for food, particularly crayfish \ Reddish legs and lores 


and crabs in their holes. Also readily eats water snakes. Often bordered with white; 
: white line around lore 


encircles eye; red iris. 


feeds with other large wading birds, including the White Ibis. 
Flies to roost late in the day and frequently is seen roosting with 
other species of ibis, herons, and egrets. Juvenile suhite 

* BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial; often nests in mixed “underparts and rump. 
colonies with other ibis, herons, and egrets. 

¢ NESTING Incubation about 
21 days, mostly by female. 
Semialtricial young remain in 
nest for about 28 days, fed by 
both sexes. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common but 
local. Greatly increased and 
expanded during 20th century. 


» WHITE IBIS 


Several shallow rapid wing beats 
followed by a short glide. Flies in 
straight line formation. 


Platform of sticks and marsh plants with depression in center ® occasionally 
lined with leaves @ in shrubs or low trees; on the ground on islands ® built by 
Shape pa Location AAA a hy i both sexes ® 1-5 pale blue or green eggs, 2 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ye see 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family THRESKIORNITHIDAE | SP&*!€S Plegadis chihi Length 20_26 inches 


WHITE-FACED IBIS 


This bird is almost identical to the Glossy i 
Ibis in all plumages; winter-plumaged birds § & 
and juveniles must be inspected closely to 
distinguish between the two species. The 
best field marks are leg and lore color 
(pinkish in winter and juvenile birds, red 
in breeding birds). In breeding plumage bnneticoana 
white feathers border the lores and dark chestnut plumage 
extend behind the eye and under the 
chin. In summer and winter, adult 
White-faced Ibis has a red iris. 
¢ SONG Feeding call is a 
multisyllable o/s. Also 

gives low-pitched gaa, 

grad, grad. 

¢ BEHAVIOR 
Gregarious. Flies 
in straight line 
formations, 
Feeds by 
probing with 
long bill, 
eating crayfish 
and other 
invertebrates, as 

well as frogs and fish. 
Usually frequents 
freshwater marshes, but 
coastal birds forage in salt 
marshes and include crabs in diet. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial; 
often nests in mixed colonies with other ibis, herons, and egrets. Sintlar Birds 


¢ NESTING Incubation 17-26 days by both sexes. Young stay F . 
. ; : sLOSSY IBIS 
in nest about 28 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. Blue-niay loves: 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon to fairly common, but local. dark legs; dark eye. 
Local numbers fluctuate, but total North American population 
has increased since the 1970s. Range also has expanded eastward. 


¢ CONSERVATION Serious 
Flight Pattern 


concern in early 1970s, when 
reproduction failed in many 
colonies due to eggshell 
thinning from pesticides 
present in food chain. 


Wingspan 36_38 inches 


so 
7 


pink to red lores 


Yi 


Wit 


ring of feathers \"\h 
outlining lores, 
eyes, and chin 


decurved @ 


bill 


bronze and green 
metallic glosses 


reddish legs o—_ 


Several shallow rapid wing beats followed 
by short glide. Flies in straight line 
formation. 


Nest Identification 


Bulrushes or other plant stems with depression in center ® usually in thick 
marsh growth or short trees ® built by both sexes ® 2—5 pale blue-green to dark 
turquoise eggs; mostly elliptically ovate, some almost round; 2 inches long. 


Shape q $a. Location ds Ae 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ye cece Migration Most migrate 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


fas 


Weight 1.6 pounds 
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Species Ajaig ajaja Length 3040 inches | Wingspan 50_53 inches 


ROSEATE SPOONBILL 


‘The only spoonbill native to North America, this is also the dare greenish 
only large pink wading bird normally found on our southern — 2¢¢4 
coasts. Adults and juveniles alike are unmistakable with large 
spatulate bills. In flight the adult’bird looks almost entirely pink 
and flies with its neck and legs extended. During breeding 

season the head sometimes becomes a copper-buff color. 

Juveniles are pale whitish overall. 

e SONG Soft quacking sounds when disturbed. 
® BEHAVIOR Feeds while wading in shallow 
water by rhythmically sweeping its 

spoonbill back and forth. Sensitive nese 
nerve endings snap bill shut a c 


Family THRESKIORNITHIDAE 


white back 


gray-green 
spatulate bill 


white breast 
ff and neck 


pink rump 


red coverts on wing form 
red bar on folded wing 


pink wings 
and underparts 


orange tail as 
pinkish red legs 
and feet 


on any prey encountered. 
Often quite tame. Individuals and flocks frequently found in 
company of other wading birds. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial; often nests in mixed 
colonies with other wading birds. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 22-24 days by both sexes. Young stay 
in nest 35-42 days. Fed by both sexes. Capable of strong flight SCARLET IBIS 
in 49-56 days. 1 brood per year. Much deepenreds 

; : : vee slender decurved bill. 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common but local. Virtually eliminated 
from US in 1860s as water colonies were destroyed. Recolonization 


began in ‘Texas and Florida in 
Flight Pattern 


GREATER FLAMINGO 
Much larger in size; 
entirely pink; longer 
legs and neck. 


early 20th century. Stull 
vulnerable to degradation of 
feeding and nesting habitats. 
® CONSERVATION 
Drainage for development and 
mosquito control threatens 
foraging habitat. 


Nest Identification Platform with deep hollow in center ® made of sticks ® lined with twigs and 
leaves © in mangroves, trees, and shrubs ® usually 5-15 feet above ground or 


water @ built by female with material from male ® 1-5 white eggs, spotted with 
brown and occasionally wreathed, 2.6 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat \aq_ | Migration Come migrate Weight [Jndetermined 


DATE _ __ TIME LOCATION 


Steady flapping wing beats with short 


glides in between. 


Shape cay Location a & 
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Family CICONIIDAE Species Jabiru mycteria Length 48-57 inches | Winéspan 99 inches 


JABIRU v4 


With its long neck and legs, this be 
wader is one of the largest flying 
birds. Unlike herons the Jabiru 

always flies with its neck fully 

extended forward and its legs 
extended behind. Long, broad 
Wings are used for soaring. 

During breeding season the 

Jabiru’s red pouch brightens 

and inflates. This huge stork 

is one of those rare to casual 

visitors you should look for 

in south ‘Texas, where it 

may occur in the company 

of Wood Storks. Like them, — enzire/ 
the head and neck are white 
naked, but they differ in plumage 
showing an entirely white 
plumage. Juvenile has a 
sooty-brown head with a 
mottled brownish, gray and 
white body. 

e SONG Typically silent. 
Utters low grunt and hisses. 
Rattles bill to communicate. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Eats fish, 

eels, amphibians, small 
mammals, snakes, and birds. 
Stalks prey and stabs it with bill 
before eating. Usually solitary or 
in pairs; not in flocks. Wary. 
Frequents extensive marshy savannas, 
swampy woodlands, and sometimes 
agricultural areas such as rice fields. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Loosely colonial. Breeding 
depends on water levels and may vary from year to year. Nests 
during the dry season in Central and South America. 


e NESTING No information 
Flight Pattern 


naked black head 
and neck 


large slightly 
upturned bill 


red throat pouch 


downlike white feathers 
on nape 


black legs 


JUVENILE 


, WooD STORK 
\y Smaller; no red neck 
SBR 


pouch; black tail and 
flight feathers. 


available. Does not breed in 
North America. 


¢ POPULATION Rare to 
accidental in south ‘Texas and 
Oklahoma. Population declines 
in breeding range due to habitat 
loss and shooting. 


Flaps with slow deep wing beats often 
followed by short glide. Soars and circles 
like a hawk on thermals and updrafts. 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family CICONIIDAE Species Wycreria americana | +©°8th 35-45 inches | WiN€sP@N 65 inches 


WOOD STORK 


Numbers of the only stork that breeds 
in North America are much reduced 
from their former levels. This large 
bird of southern wetlands and swamps 
appears all white on the ground, 
except for its bare grayish “flinthead” 
and upper neck, blackish gray legs 
with pink feet, and a black tail. In 
flight the trailing edge of the 
wings is black. Storks fly with 

legs and neck extended. Some 
wander northward after the 
breeding season in late 

summer and are irregularly 
recorded north to California, 
Tennessee, and Massachusetts; 
casually as far north as 

southern Canada. Many retreat 

to Florida in winter. 


© SONG Usually silent. Adults 
clatter and snap bills during 
courtship and copulation. Adults 
also infrequently produce airy, 
low, rasping fizz or hiss 
reminiscent of Turkey Vulture. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Walks or wades 
in shallow water up co its belly 
with head down when feeding. 
Reproductive cycles triggered 
by drving up of waterholes 

that concentrate fish in 
sufficient numbers for 

efficient feeding of young. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 27-32 days by both sexes. Young stay 
in nest 55-60 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year likely. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common. Destruction of habitat and 
disruption of water flow through 
Flight Pattern south Florida major causes of 
decline. Recently shifted range 
to South Carolina. 


® CONSERVATION 
Alternates between strong flapping flight Endangered in US due to loss 


and gliding. Masterful at soaring, riding of breeding habitat. 
high on thermals. 


Nest Identification 


Shape po <—= Location & 


Plumage Sexes similar Migration Nionmigratory | “@'€"t 6.0 pounds 


DATE _ TIME LOCATION 


bare gray head 
and upper neck 


thick gray-brown 
decurved bill 


white body 


JUVENILE 


Similar Birds i) 


GREAT EGRET 
Slender white neck; 
feathered head; 

yellow beak. 


AMERICAN 
WHITE PELICAN 
Short legs don’t trail 
behind white tail; 
much longer orange 
beak; shorter neck. 


WHITE IBIS 

nmpuee™ Smaller; entirely 
/ ee! white except for red 

’ legs, feet, face, and 
decurved bill with 
black tip ¢ in flight, 
body appears white 
with black wing tips; 
red features may look 
dark ® flight pattern 
differs, with several 
rapid wing beats 
alternating with a 


blackish 
gray legs 


Large sticks ® lined sparsely with fine materials and green leaves ¢ 50-80 feet 
above ground in large cypress trees standing in water ¢ built by both sexes 
¢ 2-5 whitish eggs, elliptical to subelliptical, 2.7 inches long. 
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Family CATHARTIDAE Species Corggyps atratus | “©"8tN 23-27 inches 


BLACK VULTURE 


Alternating between several quick flaps 

and a short sail on flat wings, this bird wrinkled grayish 
seems to labor on the wing more black skin on 
than the Turkey Vulture that it head and neck @ 
superficially resembles. In flight 

the wings are wide, with the six 

outermost primaries showing white ‘ 

, é, whitish 
bases beneath. The tail of this hill 
vulture is short and squared, barely 
extending beyond the wing, and the 
feet often protrude beyond it. 


Wingspan 54_60 inches 


sooty black 
plumage 


short neck 


/ong gray- 
white legs and 
gray-white feet 


white outer 
primaries 


¢ SONG Usually silent, but when competing 

for food it makes grumbling, barking, and hissing noises. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or found in small to large groups. Often 
roosts communally. Diet consists primarily of carrion. Aggressive 
in nature for a vulture, it often dominates carrion when other 


TURKEY VULTURE 
Bare red head (black on 
juvenile); long 


species are present. Sometimes attacks and kills prey. It spreads rectangular tail; 2-toned 
its wings when on the roost, especially in the morning, to catch wings from below 
the ultraviolet rays of the sun. leah Heian 

Z : gray trailing edge); 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. holds wings in dihedral 
¢ NESTING Incubation 37-48 days by both sexes. Semialtricial wHeh sOanIng, 


young remain in nest 80-94 days, and are fed by both sexes. 


1 brood per year. 
Flight Pattern 


¢ POPULATION Fairly 

common to common. Decline in 
ere the Southeast has been due to 

the loss of safe nesting habitat. 
Overall, there has been a slight 
increase in the Northeast as 
range has expanded. 


Several quick deep wing beats followed 
by a glide; soars on thermals. 


Nest Identification 


Shape os Od ia 
Location sags ex Fe =— /g\ 


Habitat | 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


No nest ® lives in dark recesses or under cover in caves, hollow logs, stumps, 
tree trunks, or abandoned buildings @ 2 light grayish green or bluish white 
eggs, usually marked with brown or lavender; elliptical ovate or elongate 
ovate, 3 inches long. 


PUMals Coes similar Migration Some migrate Weight 4.8 pounds 
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Family CATHARTIDAE SPECleS Curhartes aura Length 26-32 inches | Wingspan 6872 inches 


TURKEY VULTURE brown-edved 
Upperwing 
coverts 


661 


Commonly known as a “buzzard,” 
this bird ranges throughout the 
United States and into southern 
Canada and south to South 
America. It gets its name 
from the red skin on its 

head and dark body 

feathers that resemble 

a turkey. [his . mii 
carrion feeder is Feathers 


brown-edged 


dark upperparts 


bare-skinned 
red head and 
dull red neck 


perhaps most semicircle 
often seen in of whitish to 
flight, when greenish 


warts below 


slightly hooked / and in front 
white bill of eyes 


its two-tone 

wings, black in 

front and silver- 

gray flight 

feathers behind, are most 

visible. Soaring birds hold their wings 

above their backs in a shallow V called a 

dihedral and rock from side to side as if pale e 

unsteady in the air. fleshy 
Saat ; ; white legs 

® SONG Usually silent. Makes hisses, 

grunts, or growls around food. 

e BEHAVIOR Circles just above treetops 

and up to 200 feet high, searching for prey. by 

smell and sight. Birds gather quickly after an 

animal dies. Feeds primarily on fresh or rotten 

carrion. Also eats roadkill (many become victims 

to autos themselves); stillborn livestock and 

afterbirth; and dead young of egrets, herons, JUVENILE 

ibis, and similar species, at heronries. Has been 


long slim tail 


BLACK VULTURE 
Very black, including 
head and stubby tail; 
longer whiter legs often 
protrude beyond tail in 
flight; white primaries 
under wing tip; flaps 
and glides more. 


GOLDEN EAGLE 
Much larger; looks 


heavier; shorter fan- 
shaped tail; larger 
feathered head; large 
strongly hooked yellow 
beak; flies with wings 
held in flat plane. 


ZONE-TAILED HAWK 
Black; feathered head; 
bold white tail bands; 
barred black flight 
feathers; yellow cere, 


known to eat vegetables and even pumpkins if shortage 

of food. Master at soaring. Often roosts communally at night. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 38-41 days by both sexes. 
Semialtricial young stay in nest 66-88 days; both sexes feed by 
regurgitating. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common. 
Very slight overall increase. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Remarkably resistant to most 
diseases, especially those likely 
to be present in carrion. 


legs, and feet. 


Flight Pattern 


t 4 
ates 


Circles with wings in shallow V and rocks 


unsteadily; moderately slow steady wing 


beats when not soaring. | 


Nest Identification 


Bare floors of caves, rock outcroppings, hollow trees, empty buildings, and rocks 


Shape & on cliffs © 1-3 white or cream eggs, often splashed with brown; subelliptical, 


long oval, or elliptical, 2.8 inches long. 


Location me /g\ tes: rd cal) age 
Rag 0! 
Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ogg wie te Ot ue Y | Migration Mipratory | WeleM 3.2 pounds 
SIS SNe SE SRE SH UN Oa ra HUN MTU Habeneae Sua) HAE EENU Wa Ennna MeN Mem sennedce Meaeae see alee - 


DATE TIME ; LOCATION 
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Family PHOENICOPTERIDAE | SP&CI€S Phoenicoprerus ruber | “€"8th 36-50 inches | WiNESP8N 60 inches 


GREATER FLAMINGO 


Also known as the American Flamingo, this shy bird is 
distinguished by its unique bill, long neck, long legs, and 
brilliant pink color. ‘The brightest pink coloring can be 
found on the undersurface of the wing, on the axillars and 
underwing coverts. The flamingo is an excellent swimmer, 
but tt usually is observed on extensive mudflats or wading 
in the shallows adjacent to them, with its bill, and 
sometimes head, submerged as it slowly walks ahead 
filtering food from the ooze. 


= 


§ 
eae. 


flattened, bent pink 
bill with black tip 
and creamy pink base 


e SONG Honking and cackling. Low oné and ohrn 
and higher aah AAH aah. A flock sounds gooselike or 
like a group of frogs calling. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Feeds in water of any wading 
depth. Immerses bill in water and sucks up 
organically rich bottom ooze from which it 
filters out edible content with its bill 

and tongue. Feeds primarily on 
planktonlike macroscopic 
organisms, including algal 
material, bacteria diatoms, 
plankton, tiny fish, and 
brine fly larvae. 

¢ BREEDING 
Monogamous. Social 

and colonial. 


¢ NESTING 

Incubation 28-32 days by 

both sexes. Fed by both sexes 

3—4 days with nutritious red liquid 

secreted by glands in parents’ digestive tract. Chicks then are 

herded into a group called a creche. Young have short straight 

bills first 40 days. First flight at 75-77 days. 

¢ POPULATION Casual in south Florida; accidental 

elsewhere, principally on ‘Texas coast. Most records in US may 

be escapees from captivity, especially those in Florida, but there 

is a very small nesting population of unknown origins in Florida 

Bay. Caribbean population rose from 12,000 birds in 1971 to 

26,000 in the mid-1980s, 

Flight Pattern probably due to protection of 

the primary nesting and 

wintering grounds. 

¢ CONSERVATION Some 

Direct flight with rapid wing beats in long protection in Caribbean 


lines with neck extended forward and legs breeding areas, but much 
trailing. Flies in straight line formation. greater efforts are needed. 


bright pink 
overall 


very long neck 


pale scapulars 


long pink 
legs with 
darker joints 


| 


JUVENILE 


ROSEATE SPOONBILL 
if. Long, straight greenish 


gray spatulate bill; 


greenish gray bare 
head; white back, 
neck, and breast; 
shorter legs and neck. 


Raised cone-shaped nest of mud on mudfiats ® built by female with assistance 


from male ® cone usually 6-18 inches high and 17—20 inches in diameter at base 
Shape ogy py Location aus with hollowed top ® may be 2 feet apart or closer ® usually 1 chalky white egg. 


Plumage Sexes similar Migration Nonmigratory | We'8ht 7.8 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family ANATIDAE Species Dondrocygna autumnalis | e78th 19_22 inches | WiNésPan 34_36 inches 


BLACK-BELLIED WHISTLING-DUCK 


This gooselike duck with long 
legs and neck is much more 
common in the American 
tropics. In flight its long 
white wing patch contrasts 
sharply with the black 
flight feathers, and the 
reddish feet protrude 
beyond the black tail. 
It is the only North 
American duck with an 
entirely red spatulate 
bill. Juveniles are paler 
above and below, 


white eye ring 


grayish white face 
and foreneck 


long neck bright chestnut 


red bill back 


lacking the black belly 

and having bars of black , . 

ae ie igi bright & 

mottling on their sides, festnut neck 

flanks, and lower and breast 

bellies; bills are gray. 

¢ SONG High-pitched white wing 

patch 

4-note whistle, pe-che- 

che-ne ot wha-chew-whe- long pinkish 
: . ‘ae red legs 

whe-whew, often is given 

in flight. 

e BEHAVIOR Often in 

small groups. Flocks on 

shallow water; perches in trees. 

Feeds primarily at night. 

Frequently retreats to woodlands 

when disturbed; easily maneuvers 

between trees. Primary diet aquatic 

vegetation, cultivated grains, and seeds. 


black belly, 
rump, and tail 


re 
JUVENILE 


S = FULVOUS 
® BREEDING Monogamous. fq WirerLincsoUEe 
® NESTING Incubation 25-30 days by both sexes, but * Gray bill, legs, and feet; 
primarily by male. Young precocial; leave nest 18-24 hours after paler brown plumage; 


lacks black belly. 


hatching. [ended by both sexes for at least 144 days. Possibly 
2 broods per year. “Dump” nests produced by more than one female 
laying eggs in a single nest are 
common, which results in| 
; documented nests containing 
more than 100 eggs. 


® POPULATION Uncommon 
to casual. Local. 


e BIRDHOUSES Will nest in 
tree boxes. 


8-30 feet above ground in elms, willows, and other trees ® also on ground 
among rushes, weeds, or grasses near water's edge @ built by female 
@ 12-16 white or creamy white eggs, 2 inches long. 


| Habitat aN Migration Migratory Weight 1.8 pounds 


DATE SC TIME - _ LOCATION 
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Family ANATIDAE Species Nondrocygna bicolor | “8 18-21 inches | W'"8SP4" 36 inches 


FULVOUS WHISTLING-DUCK 


In its upright stance with its long legs and neck, 

this duck is somewhat gooselike in appearance. 

One of the most widely distributed waterfowl tawny-fulvous 
in the world, this rich fulvous brown duck head and neck 
resembles no other North American 
duck on land or water. It flies with a 
noticeable droop in its long neck 


dark cap and 


and with legs and feet extended line extending 
beyond the tail. Its white down midline 
rump patch contrasts of hindneck 


against the black tail. brownish black back 
with feathers edged 
tawny-brown 


black tail grayish blue bill 


on che hee tawny-fulvous 
wile sashes underparts 
on sides 


white rump 


¢ SONG High squeaking 2-syllable whistle, pe-chee, usually is given 


while bird is in flight. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Feeds at night. Walks on land. Eats grass and 
weed seeds. Forages in fields for waste grain; seems to be 

particularly fond of rice. Roosts by day in dense vegetation. BLACK-BELLIED i 
Often found in large flocks. te tenuis 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. in flight; black belly; 
¢ NESTING Incubation 24-26 days by both sexes. Young stay de ai a oh 


in nest 55-63 days. Young tended by both sexes but find own food. 


1 brood per year. 
Flight Pattern 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon 
to fairly common locally. 
Decline in Southwest; increase 
in Southeast. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Considered a “pest” species by 
some rice farmers in the South. 


Direct heronlike flight with slow deep 
wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Shape -se <> ay oi 


Location am £¢¢ dul & 
Plumage Geyes similar | Habitat yn Migration \{israto Weight 1.6 pounds 
see gtatory p 


DATE TIME LOCATION we 


Woven grass, sedges, and cattails © no down added ® on ground next to water or 
in dense marsh just above water in bulrushes or dense beds of cattails # rarely in 
tree cavity ® built by female ¢ 12-14 white or buff-white eggs; bluntly ovate, 
short ovate, or oval; 2.1 inches in diameter. 
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Family ANATIDAE Species 4 yser brachyrhynchus Length 26 inches Wingspan 13_17 inches 


PINK-FOOTED GOOSE 


This conspicuous short-necked, stubby-billed, pink-legged 
ative of Greenland often feeds in flocks with birds of gare Cai Lee 
native O Teen anc O ot ee KS ‘ head and neck an 
other species. During migration vagrants 
have made their way to the North short 
American Atlantic Coast. In bluish gray mantle stubby neck 
. and wing coverts 
flight the blue-gray mantle eo 
and upperwing coverts 
contrast with the 


short pinkish 
bill with dusky 
tip and base 


pale gray 
base of tail 
pale feather tips white belly 
produce barring on 
flanks and upperparts 
—_——e pink legs 
and feet 


darker head and 

neck. Undertail coverts 

are white. Juveniles are 

darker brown with a more scaly 
appearance on the sides, flanks, and back. 
e SONG Utters harsh high musical honking notes w#g-unk or 
wink, wink. 

GREATER WHITE- 


® tHAV “am| o soy o fee ‘lose ¢ ; 
BEHAVIOR In family groups; young feed close to parents. BRONTE CORSE 


Often join flocks of other species. In summer feeds on grass and = P i arper pink to orange 
aquatic vegetation; in winter eats grains, grasses, and potatoes. bill; orange legs and 


feet; distinct white 

patch at base of bill; 
shows dark mottled 
® BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial or semicolonial. patches on belly. 


Breeds on open tundra and rocky country. Some winter in 
British Isles and western Europe on farmland in salt marshes. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 26-27 days by female. Precocial young 
leave nest soon after hatching. 
‘Tended by both sexes. First 
flight at about 56 days. 1 brood 
per year. 

@ POPULATION Rare to 
accidental straggler to 

Swift purposeful direct flight with strong Newfoundland and northern 
wing beats. Flies in V formation. Atlantic Coast. 


Flight Pattern 


Shallow scrape on ground ® lined with moss and down from female ¢ 3-5 cream 
eggs; subelliptical, 3.1 inches long. 


Shape -e¢- Location mm £¢¥ 


PIUMERS Goyes similar | Habitat a. _# Migration Migratory Weight 6.1 pounds 


DATE ___ TIME LOCATION 


BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA e 109 


Family ANATIDAE Species 4 yser albifrons Length 26-34 inches | WiNesPan 53_62 inches 


GREATER WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE 


The only North American goose with the 


dark brownish 


combination ofa white face at the base of gray head, neck, white on front of ad 
the bill, dark barring on the belly, and and upperparts head and around 


base of bill extends 


orange-yellow legs and feet. In flight the ) 
to forehead 


blue-gray wing coverts contrast with the 
brown body and U-shaped rump patch, and 
the “specklebelly” is easily seen. Huge 
numbers winter on the eastern Great 
Plains. Individuals or small flocks, 
often mixed in with other 
species of geese, may 
show up 


pink bill 
with white tip 


brownish gray 
underparts with heavy 
dark mottling and barring 


black tail 


white undertail 


coverts orange-yellow 
legs and feet SNOW GOOSE 
Juvenile dark morph 
has dark legs and bill; 
ane lacks white on face; 
any ei aesal lacks dark barring on 
In eastern 


underparts. 
Canada or the 


northeastern US 
outside their normal range. 


EMPEROR GOOSE 
~ Juvenile has dark bill; 
lacks dark barring on 


ener , ; = belly © western range. 
¢ SONG High-pitched laughing 
kah-lah-aluek and loud wah-wah-wah. BEAN GOOSE 
Black bill with yellow 
¢ BEHAVIOR Dabbles and walks well on land. Feeds on : band near tip; gray- 
grasses, grain, aquatic plants, and insects. Favors freshwater <i brown overall; darker 
pools, lakes, and marshes. In winter found in grasslands and ie Broworete UE PEE atts: 
: S ate F ‘ San ‘ ; orange feet and legs; 
agricultural fields. Flies high in V formations with clamorous whatehconter so belle 
“talking” among individuals in flock. * western range. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 


e NESTING Incubation 


Flight Pattern 22-28 days by female. Young 
precocial; first flight at 

38-49 days. Tended by both 
sexes. | brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Common to 
Steady direct flight with rapid wing beats. fairly common. Midcontinent 
Flies in V formation. numbers increasing. 


ke Nest Identification , ; 
Plant material and down ® on ground near water in open, wet tundra ® built by 


female ¢ 3-6 buff, cream, pinkish white, or nest-stained eggs; elliptical to ovoid, 


Shape -ee- <= Location mm xxx 3.1 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat Le sx Migration Migratory Weight 6.0. pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family ANATIDAE Species Oey caerulescens Length 25_31 inches | Wingspan 53_60 inches 


SNOW GOOSE 


This species comprises two color morphs that, until the last 7 
quarter of the 20th century, were considered separate species: | 
Snow Goose for the white morph and Blue Goose for the dark 
or blue morph. The plumage of the white morph 1s entirely 
white in adults except for black primary feathers. Blue 
morph adults have a white head and neck with a dusky 
gray-brown body and white tail coverts. 

e SONG Shrill falsetto notes and occasional softened 
honk. High-pitched nasal barking continuously in 
chorus in flight. 

® BEHAVIOR Flies in bunched flocks or in broad 

U formations. Dabbler that walks easily on land. 
Grazes on tender shoots, waste grain, and other 
vegetable matter. Color morphs tend to 

segregate on breeding 
grounds, but mixed 
partners sometimes 
do pair and nest. 

¢ BREEDING 


black 
primaries 


@ pink bill white body 


DARK MORPH 
ADULT 


Monogamous. 
Colonial; densities Ilvok 
of up to 1,200 pairs “grinning 
per square mile. patch yy 
‘ cutting edges —" 
. NESTING of mandibles WHITE MORPH 
Incubation 


ADULT 


Similar Birds 


pe ROSS’S GOOSE 
=... Smaller; short, stubby 
a bill; rounder head; lacks 


grinning patch. 


23-25 days by 
female. Precocial 
young leave nest 
soon after hatching, 
tended by both 
parents. First flight 
at 38-49 days. 
1 brood per year. WHITE MORPH DARK MORPH 
e POPULATION Very JUVENILE JUVENILE 
common to abundant. 

Increasing overall, with blue morph increasing and white morph 
decreasing because of selection by predators on breeding 


grounds and hunters on 
Flight Pattern 


EMPEROR GOOSE 
Similar to blue morph 

® black throat and 
foreneck; bright orange- 
yellow legs and feet 

® western range. 


wintering grounds. 


@ CONSERVATION Some 
management in certain areas of 
breeding range to prevent 
overpopulation and destruction 
of habitat by increased 
populations. 


Strong direct flight with moderate 


wing beats. 
Nest Identification 


Shape -ee- <= Location cen KK 


Daca st ak nb 
| PIUMSEE Sexes similar Hapitat as all Migration Migratory Weight (ndetermined 


DATE _ 


Built by female @ filled with mosses ® lined with grasses and down ¢ 3-5 white 


or nest-stained eggs, 3.2 inches long. 


—— _ TIME. LOCATION 
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Family ANATIDAE SpecieS Chey rossi Length 21-26 inches | Wingspan 47_54 inches 


ROSS’S GOOSE 


Often seen with the Snow Goose, North 

America’s smallest goose is said to have a gentle 

expression. Like the Snow Goose, Ross’s Goose 

has both a white morph and a very uncommon round head e—— 
blue morph. It can be distinguished from the 
Snow Goose from a distance by its smaller size 
and shorter neck and at closer range by its 
stubby triangular bill, which lacks the 

“orinning patch.” In flight it has : Aa Des 
faster wing beats than the eli pinkish vod bill 


Snow Goose. with warty 
» bluish base 


black 
wing tips 


snow-white body 


¢ SONG Low throaty 
kug or weak kek, kek or : 
ke-gak, ke-gak. Similar to ZS 
call of smaller races of i 
Canada Goose. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Eats fresh 
grasses and grains. Often 
can be seen feeding with 

Snow Geese. 


BLUE 
MORPH 


SNOW GOOSE 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Longer neck and bill; 
¢ NESTING Incubation 21-24 days by female. Tended by both agua esses igo 

; ; : : on cutting edge of bill; 
sexes. First flight at 40-45 days. 1 brood per year. 2 Slaecee Weadl cases 


¢ POPULATION Rare to uncommon in migration and outside stains often visible on 
its wintering grounds in California, New Mexico, and the states 
along the lower Mississippi River. Fairly common on its 
breeding grounds. 


face in summer; slower 
wing beats. 


¢ CONSERVATION Numbers 
were decimated by market 
hunting, especially in 
California, until it was regulated 
early in the 20th century. 
Populations increased in the last 


Rapid direct flight with strong wing beats. half of the 20th century. 
Flies in V formation. 


Nest Identification 


Soft grasses, moss, and twigs ® lined with small amount of down ¢ built 


Shape -es Location mmm asiss eee by female ¢ 4-5 white eggs; subelliptical, 2.9 x 1.9 inches. 


Habitat ~~, Migration Migratory Weight 3 7 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


‘Plumage Sexes similar 
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Family ANATIDAE Species Rrynta canadensis \*©8th 2545 inches | “iNESPAN 75 inches 


CANADA GOOSE black head 


Found in every province and state at some time of and neck 
the year, this is the most common, familiar, and 
widespread goose in North America. Breeding 
programs in the 20th century established or 
reestablished populations in the southern part 

of the range. Size varies tremendously over 

the vast range, from 22-inch Mallard-sized 

arctic birds to giant geese reaching 45 

inches and weighing 24 pounds. 

¢ SONG Small races make brownish gray 
high rapid cackle; large upperparts 
races make deep, musical 
honk-a-lonk. 

¢ BEHAVIOR 
Mates for life. 
Unlike most 
waterfowl but 
like most 
other geese, 
family units 
remain together 
through winter 
and until they 
return to breeding § ¢ pach sail 
grounds. Dabblers 

and grazers; walk 

well on land. Feeds 

on variety of aquatic < 
and terrestrial plants. ) 
¢ BREEDING 
Monogamous. 

® NESTING Incubation 
25-30 days by female. Young leave nest at 1-2 days. 

First flight at 42-49 days for smaller races, 56-63 days for larger 
races. Young feed themselves with parents’ help. 

¢ POPULATION Common to abundant. Species as a whole 
probably stull increasing. 


Flight Pattern 


blackish bill 


white “chin strap” 
wraps from ear to 
ear under throat 


_—  — parler gray-brown 
ee breast and sides 


white 
undertail 
coverts 


—_——e /ight to dark 
underparts, 
depending on race 


BRANT 
Lacks white chin strap; 
~S black breast. 


x» BARNACLE GOOSE 
gg) Entirely white face; 
black breast; white 


sides ® eastern range. 


@ CONSERVATION Widely 
harvested as a game bird; highly 
managed on breeding grounds, 
wintering areas, and migratory 
staging areas. Widely 
introduced to establish new 
populations or restore 
extirpated ones. 


Strong direct flight with deep wing beats. 
Flies in V formation. 


Nest Identification 


Sticks, grass, weeds, and moss ® lined with down ® on slightly elevated dry 


Shape -. <=> Gy ground near water @ will nest on man-made structures and nest platforms 


* built by female ¢ 4-7 white, nest-stained eggs, 2.9 inches in diameter. 


Location ays xxx il = ee ie 


DATE __ _ TIME LOCATION 
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Species Prana bernicla Length 9226 inches | Wingspan 4348 inches 


Family ANA TIDAE 


BRANT 
A tundra species most often seen wintering along sea 
coasts, this small short-necked goose 1s not much 
larger than a Mallard. ‘The two races in North 
America differ in appearance. Both have dark 
brown backs, but whereas the western bird 
has a dark belly, the eastern form has a paler 
one and its white patches do not meet at 

the front of the neck. In both plumages 

the white rump ts conspicuous in flight. 

¢ SONG Call is throaty 

drawled c-7-7-0nk, crr-ronk. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Often flies low in 

ragged bunches with position of 

birds changing often and 

without appearance of 


a leader. Incubating white scalloped 
patch on sides of 


upper neck 


white rump, 
upper tail and 
under tail 


Va COVETTS 


A en ees y blackish 
“rs is eee i Saat / legs and 


2 feet 


blackish 
bill 


ae 
tail 


bla 1 4 
head, neck, 
and breast 


birds sit 

tightly on 

nest and lie low 
with neck and head 
stretched flat, blending 


with surrounding tundra. dusky brown bars 
Painneincime, Reeds on sides and flanks 
primarily on vegetable matter. CANADA GOOSE 
ye) BS Y a Larger; longe ck; 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. ak: ; ini : eel eae 
. a 5 : ‘ ‘ arge white “chin strap’; 
Mates for life. Forms loose colonies. def: pale brown breast, 
¢ NESTING Incubation 22-26 days by female. First PF avr acie Goos! 
flight at 40-50 days. ‘Tended by both sexes. Whitish face and sides 
ab ' ee * eastern range. 
¢ POPULATION Common and local. May be declining. ee eg 


¢ CONSERVATION A die-off of eelgrass, a major source of food 
for the Brant, on the Atlantic 
Flight Pattern Coast in the 1930s had 
serious impact on population. 
No long-term damage 
reported, because the Brant 
switched to another food 


Heavy direct flight with strong wing beats. source. Eelgrass made a 
Flies in straight line formation. 


> oo yityits 


partial recovery. 


Nest Identification 
Shallow bowl of grass and other materials © heavily lined with down @ on small 


island in tundra pond, usually 1—5 miles from coast ® built by female ¢ 


> 


.9 inches in diameter. 


Shape —> cgp Location mmm iis LEX 1—7 creamy white or buff eggs; subelliptical to elliptical, 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat wx ee Migration Migratory Weight 3 0 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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. | . Fe : ee ] x 
Family ANATIDAE Species Branta leucopsis Length 23.28 inches | Wingspan 52_56 inches 


BARNACLE GOOSE 


A stray from its breeding grounds in eastern 
Greenland to the north Atlantic Coast, this bird 1s 
kept by waterfowl fanciers, so birds observed uh ra 
inland are possible escapees. In flight birds Sg black 
show a U-shaped white rump patch and lores 
silvery underwing linings, and they are 

clamorous with hoarse barking Sid oy bao 
terrier-like calls. narrow black-and- 

¢ SONG High piercing white bars 

yelps. Frequently hisses 
when disturbed. 

e BEHAVIOR 
‘Terrestrial species 

that grazes 


white face, forehead, 


blackish bill 


black 
breast and 


° black tail neck 


scalloped pale 
gray sides, flank, 
and belly 


white underparts & 


—e blackish legs 

primarily and feet 

near seacoasts 

and in pastures, 

grain fields, and TR 

meadows. Often places ok “hae CANADA GOOSE 

nests on inaccessible rock ee Dark under wing, 

shelves on cliffs or on rocky pillars that are safe from many forgheat aC aac 

predators, which makes escape from nest difficult to impossible 

for young. Adults reported to transport young from nest to 

ground or water in their bills or on their backs. 

© BREEDING Monogamous. 

Scattered colonies. 

e NESTING Incubation 

24-25 days. 

® POPULATION Casual to 

accidental; occasionally strays 
Strong direct flight with steady wing to North America from 

| beats. Flies in V formation. Greenland and Siberia. 


sides not white. 


cr 


Nest Identification 


Lined with feathers and down ® in sand or on rock, often far from saltwater 


Shape -ee- 


Z Location ‘ BK amen iiss LEX 


@ 4-6 gray-white to yellowish eggs 


Ss. 


| 


Beers Sexes similar | Habitat rea Migration Migratory Weight 3.9 pounds 


DATE TIME. > _ LOCATION 
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Specles Cyonus olor Length 56-62 inches | Wingspan 7_8 feer 


MUTE SWAN 


Affluent residents and urban parks introduced this 

European swan to the environs of the Hudson River 

and Long Island through gardens, pools, and ponds. 

It has become established primarily along the 

north Atlantic Coast from southern New all-white plumage ¢ 
England to Virginia and secondarily 

around the Great Lakes (where there 


naked black lores 


S 
x N 
« 
SASS 
N 
= 
sss 


are now coordinated efforts to titers tip 

reduce its numbers). Adults, eco oe =, us - eee bill 
with their graceful S-curved_ =<" a we L i et 
necks, erected wing SS Ya? 

feathers, and black- Wan 4 

knobbed orange bills, Pe shen lel in 
are unmistakable on Ye - Saye 


the water. 

e SONG Variety of 
hisses, barks, and ‘e 
snorts. Generally = * 
silent although not % 
really “mute.” 


¢ BEHAVIOR 
Decorative and graceful 
on water but awkward on 
land. Feeds by thrusting 
its long neck down to collect 

aquatic plants from bottom or 

tips up. Aggressive in defense 
of territory, it attempts to drive away any large bird 
or animal (humans and dogs included). Prefers 
freshwater, salt marshes, and protected bays. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Forms long-term JUVENILE 
pair bonds. Pair defends large territory. Rarely 

nests in colonies. 

e NESTING Incubation 35-38 days by both sexes, but female 
does more. Precocial young tended by both sexes but feed 
themselves. First flight at 100-155 days. 

¢ POPULATION Introduced, naturalized, and locally common. 


Increasing by expansion from 
Flight Pattern 


TUNDRA SWAN 
Winters in range of 
introduction ® black 
bill without knob; 
naked yellow lores 
(not all birds); holds 
neck straight upright 
and bill parallel to 
water; does not 
elevate secondaries 
when swimming. 


contiguous areas of release. 


@¢ CONSERVATION Exotic 
species; native of Eurasia. 
Efforts to systematically remove 
or reduce populations in some 
areas because of fear of 
competition with native species. 


Plant material in mound ® lined with down ® on shoreline, small island, or 
mound built up in shallows ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 4-8 light gray or bluish green 
eggs; subelliptical, 4.5 inches long. 


Shape 22 sy Location ee AAA —_ 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat see we Ne Migration Nonmigratory | Weleht 26.0 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family ANATIDAE Species Cygnus buccinator | *©n8th 58-72 inches | W!"8SP38" 685 feer 


TRUMPETER SWAN 


The largest waterfowl in North America is also the largest 
swan in the world. The species was on the brink of extinction 
around 1900 due to egg and feather collection as well as the 
unlimited shooting of these birds. The population at that 
time is estimated to have been as low as a thousand 


individuals. Saving this species was one of the most Ripe 

notable conservation efforts of the 20th century. waked Bigek Josue parallel to 

© SONG Resonating honking notes; far-reaching taper into point waaieet when 

deep rasping fo-/o. Often compared to old BENE ane ee eae 
cep tespine, “e’. So V at forehead 


fashioned oo-ga horns of vintage autos. Given 
frequently in flight and while swimming. 


® BEHAVIOR Dabbler; plunges head and pink line at base 
long neck deep into water to tear away of bill forms long black 
aquatic plants from bottom; sometimes Ee bill slopes 
‘a pyres evenly into 
digs up tuberous roots with feet. Hlattened 
forehead 


neck held erect 
whe WN SQIMMING 
or walking 


white overall \ 


Similar Birds 


‘TUNDRA SWAN 
Smaller; black lore 
tapers to point in front 


Defends large territory. Favors freshwater 
lakes, ponds, and rivers; sometimes retreats to 
coastal bays in winter. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Forms long-term of eye and goes straight 


pair bonds. Solitary nester. JUVENILE across forehead; yellow 
spot often present in 


e IeT Y Saaihaenes 292 eo Er fons nae oe ar Be TP 

NES PING Incubation 32-37 days, mostly by female. fone oheye tounded 
Precocial young tended by both sexes. First flight at head without flat slope 
91-110 days. 1 brood per year. of bill to forehead. 


@ POPULATION Fairly common in breeding range. Numbers are 


low, perhaps 6,000 birds, but 
Flight Pattern 


stable or increasing. 

®¢ CONSERVATION Some 
small local flocks stable, 
threatened, or extirpated 
because of changes in land use. 
Reintroduction into some 
former ranges still underway. 


Strong direct flight with steady wing 
beats. Flights in either straight line or 
V formation. 


Nest Identification Low mound of plant material on floating platform ¢ on top of muskrat and 
beaver lodges ® made of bulrushes, reed grasses, and sedges ¢ surrounded by 


water ® built by both sexes ¢ 2-13 cream, white, or nest-stained eggs; 


Shape pa «gy Location xx AAA 


subelliptical to long elliptical, 4.4 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat sox Migration Migratory WeleMt 25.1 pounds 


t 


DATE _ TIME LOCATION 
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Family ANATIDAE Species Cyenus columbianus | LPN 47_58 inches 


TU NDRA SWAN yellow to orange spot in 


front of eye (most birds) 


(Petter, 
ile 


Wingspan 6_7 feet 


‘The most common and widespread swan in 
North America, this species breeds on arctic 
tundra and winters principally on the Atlantic and 
Pacific Coasts. Wintering concentrations on some 
coastal bays and lakes are spectacular in scope 
and activity. Swans are often associated with 
water; they are exceptionally fast swimmers. 
When flying they are large spectacular birds with 
long triangular wings, snow white to the ups of 
all flight feathers. The thin outstreached neck 
appears like a line more than half the length 

of the body, with a black point at the end. 


black bill with 
slightly CONCAVE 
profile to 
rounded head 


black lores pointed 
to just in front of eye 
make straight line 
across forehead 

¢ SONG Clamoring notes or yodeling; 
soft musical laughter, wow-HOW-ow, 
heavily accented on second 

syllable; repeated who-who's. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Dabbler; 

plunges long neck and heer 
head beneath water : 

to pick aquatic 


+e entirely white body 


“a 


JUVENILE 


vegetation and dig up roots of submerged plants. Like other 
swans, runs across water beating its wings to achieve takeoff. 
Once in flight flies with neck and head thrust straight forward 
and feet protruding beneath tail. 


¢ BREEDING The Tundra Swan is monogamous. It finds a 
mate and pairs for life. It is also Known to be a solitary nester 
that 1s widespread over the tundra. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 31-40 days, mostly by female. 
Precocial young tended by both 
sexes. First flight at 60-70 days. 
1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common on 
breeding range. Common to 
rare On wintering range. 
Increasing. 


TRUMPETER SWAN Q 
Larger; bill slopes into 
wii, >t flat forehead; no yellow 
spot in front of eye; black 
lores taper to point 


o 


touching eye and form \ 


across forehead; pink 
“smile line.” 


Flight Pattern 


Strong direct flight with steady wing 
beats. Flies in straight line or V formation. 


Low mound of plant material such as mosses, dried grasses, and sedges ® near 
lake or other open water on ridge or island @ built by both sexes, but male does 
more ® 4-5 creamy white or nest-stained eggs; elliptically ovate, 4.2 inches long. 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


N 
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WHOOPER SWAN y 


This Eurasian counterpart of the Trumpeter Swan is known for its loud 
buglelike call. In ancient times the Icelanders thought Whooper Swans 
had miraculous abilities and that once their eggs hatched the adult birds 
flew to the moon. Like some swans this bird holds its neck stiff and : 


straight while swimming, exhibiting the black-tipped yellow bill. large swatch 
The yellow of the bill extends forward below the nostril in an af lemon- 
acut i Bewick’s Swan, a Eurasian race of the yellow at 
acute wedge. Bewick’s Swan, a hase of Bilt 


extends out 
to form acute 


Tundra Swan that also may be seen on the Aleutian 
Islands, is similar but smaller, with a concave 


culmen and a straight to obtuse angle One eth o—— angle 
between the black and yellow white overall ‘. 
flattened, 
blunt black bill 


parts of the bill. Immature Whooper Swans 

are a dusky gray color. They have black- 

tipped bills with a pink patch on the base of 

the bill that appears in the same shape as the 
yellow patch on the bill of the adult bird. 

e SONG Loud beautiful buglelike call, gang-go- 
gang-go or hoo-hoo-hoo. Noisiest of all the swans. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Eats invertebrates and water 
plants. Feeds by dipping head and neck 1n water. 
Does not dive. Wings whistle in flight. Takes off from water 
after running on surface while flapping wings. 

® BREEDING Monogamous; may pair for life. Solitary. 

e NESTING Incubation 35 days by female. Precocial young 
leave nest shortly after hatching. Tended by both sexes. First 
flight at 78-96 days. 1 brood per year. 

® POPULATION Accidental to casual in North America in the 


Aleutians; has nested on Attu. 
Flight Pattern 


Similar Birds 


~» TRUMPETER SWAN 
«i ~{. Sloping forehead; solid 
black bill and bare skin 
coming to a point at eye 
® immature has pinkish 
brown bill; gray-brown 
overall ® voice differs; gives 
a deep honking. 


JUVENILE 


e» TUNDRA SWAN 
Smaller; bill entirely black 
and dorsal surface (culmen) 
oo slightly concave; black facial 

skin tapers to point in front 

of eye and cuts straight 

across forehead; yellow spot 
in front of eye. 


Records on US Pacific Coast 
south to California may be 
either wild birds or escapees 
from captivity. 

© CONSERVATION 
Hunting the Whooper Swan 
is prohibited by law. 


Unhurried rapid direct flight with deep 
strong wing beats. Flies in V formation. 


Nest Identification | 


Heap of moss, reeds, or grass ® on shallow water or hidden island ¢ 4-6 large 


Shape g Location Wt yellowish white eggs; subelliptical, 4.4 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ae 90 | Migration Migratory Weight 20.6 pounds 


DATE : TIME LOCATION 
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Family ANATIDAE Species Cyirina moschata | ‘©°8N 25-35 inches 


MUSCOVY DUCK 


Widely domesticated and gooselike, Muscovy Ducks appear é 
heavy and laboring when flying, with the body low and head 
held high. White upper and lower wing coverts are conspicuous 


| 
| 
in flight. Males are much larger than females and have bare 
facial skin, a black to reddish knob at the base of the bill, 


a crested head, and black legs and feet. Females 


are smaller and duller in color. crested head bare black to 
black upperparts red face 
with metallic 
oreen 2loss knob at base 
Ss &fYS- 


of bill 


aS 5) 

Ne black bill 
banded with 
bluish white 


dusky black 


underparts 


white patch in 
folded wing 


Domesticated birds vary in their mix of dark and light plumage and \ ’€s- 
often have larger red wart patches on the face. C ems 


e SONG Usually silent. Male hisses; female may give rare guttural DOMESTIC 
croak or quack. WHITE FORM 
¢ BEHAVIOR Inhabits forested watercourses where it roosts in 
trees at night and nests in natural cavities. Feeds primarily on 


vegetable matter, particularly seeds, which it forages for in NEoTnanie 


pools, rivers, bottomland, hardwoods, and grain fields. Generally CORMORAN1 
solitary or in pairs; infrequently in small groups. More slender body; 


longer, thinner neck 


¢ BREEDING Polygamous. Males do not form pair bonds with aed taille laelks wihite 
females and aggressively drive other males away. patches on wing. 


¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known; incubation 
estimated at 35 days. 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon 
and local. Wild birds restricted 
to the lower Rio Grande Valley. 
¢ CONSERVATION Nest box 
program has been successful in 
northern Mexico. 


Flight Pattern 


Strong direct gooselike flight. 


Nest Identification 


e e 8-10 white eggs with greenish sheen. 
Shape Be i ligation ae a ground 10 white eggs with greenish sheen 


Habitat 999 Migration Nonmigratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Nest boxes lined with little or no down ® in cavities in trees, 9-60 feet above the 


Plumage Sexes differ Weight 6 4 pounds 
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Family AN XTIDAE | SPECIES Aix sponsa 


Length 17_20 inches | “i"&SP@" 2830 inches 


ave Tair 
WOOD DUCK 
Considered by many to be the most beautiful duck in North yyy 
America, the colorful male of this species is unmistakable with 


@ hiti lines on 


its large iridescent crest and multicolored bill. In flight it 
@ head and crest 


appears big-headed with a short neek and a long 
squared tail. The bill angles downward. 


e SONG Male makes soft up-slurred long, pointed —e black head 

whistle. Female makes rising 400-eek crest @ 

and sharp crrreek, crrreek. iridescent 
blue-green red, white, 


back e = black, and 


yellow bill 


TE U-shaped 
’ white patch on 
face and neck 


| 10N¢ SYuared € 
| 
F 


en ae 
GQaTR lai 


¢ BEHAVIOR yellowish sides @ eee BB a blbor 
. : a WHILE SPO Y 
Frequents wooded : 
_» gray head and crest ECLIPSE 


watercourses, ponds, 


MALE 
| and swamps. Dabbler 


ho Tt 
dark bill ¢ 


white teardrop 


that feeds primarily on he 
vegetable material and "* 
insects but also eats fo 

» white streaks 
on sides and 
flanks 


snails, tadpoles, and white 
salamanders. Walks chin 
easily on land and often 

forages there. Sometimes 


several females “dump” brownish e 
breast 


FEMALE 
ae Similar Birds 
eggs in single nest box, 
which may hold 20—40 Male unmistakable. 
eggs. Often perches in trees. a a anna ee eee 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. EE GREEN-WINGED TEAL 
e NESTING Incubation 25-37 days by JUVENILE Females smaller; dark — 

: : Eee, bill; lack crest; lack white 
SS tear-drop eye patch. 


+C) 


female. First flight in 56-70 days. Tended by 


female. 1 brood per year in North; sometimes 2 in South. 


e POPULATION Possible increase due to reduced hunting 
pressures and placement of 


| Flight Pattern nest boxes in habitat. 
| e BIRDHOUSES Will use 
_ oe nest boxes. 


¢ CONSERVATION 


| Habitat being lost to | 
S light with rapid wing beats. timbering and drainage. 


Lined with down ® rarely nests in hollow fallen logs or barn lofts ¢ built by 


female ¢ 9-15 creamy white, dull white, or pale buff eggs; elliptical to 


| subelliptical, 2 inches long. 


Migration \figratory Weight 1.5 pounds 


DATE. ———————CSTTIMEK_—__—y LOCATION 


| Plumage 


Sexes difter 
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Species Anas strepera Lenett! 1823 inches 


Wingspan 31—36 inches 


Family ANA TIDAE 


GADWALL 


‘Phe male Gadwall is the grayest dabbling duck. Its gray body 
contrasts with the black rear and blends into the brown back, brown head 
neck, and head. In flight both sexes show a white speculum. and neck 
On water or land the white secondaries often appear as a 
narrow white patch in the folded wing. ‘The male has 
yellowish legs and feet. 


¢ SONG Female makes series of loud 
quacks that fall in pitch, £aaak, 
kaaak-kak-kak-kak. Male makes 
single low quack and shrill 
whistling sound. 


» dark bill 


brownish back 


MALE 


black tail e—— 
COveTTS 


white patch & 


On WINE 


gray body 


white inner 
mottled bro we fp secondaries 
back and sides 


gray upper mandible 
with orange sides 


FEMALE 


material. Often forages in grain fields and into wood lots for 
acorns. Walks well on land compared to most ducks. Flies in 
small flocks. Usually shy and wary; sociable and gregarious. 
Often feeds by dabbling with head underwater instead of 
tipping up like many other puddle ducks. 


MALLARD 9 
Blue speculum 
bordered with white; 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. / orange legs and feet. 
e NESTING Incubation 24-27 days by female. Young 


Flight Pattern 


ECLIPSE 
¢ BEHAVIOR Dabbler. Feeds in shallows primarily on plant MALE 


, 
27 Rs 


precocial; first flight at about ge SRS 
c ap : Pe ON ERO 
48—56 days. ‘Tended by female. Se ghyy 


1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon. 
Increasing due to expansion of 
nesting habitat because of 
unusually wet conditions in 
breeding range in late 1990s. 


Fast direct flight with rapid wing beats. 


- Nest Identification 


Shape ee <> Location yy AAA 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Grasses and weeds ® lined with down @ near water or dry land, surrounded 
by dense weeds or grass ® built by female ® 7-15 white to dull cream eggs. 


Plumage Sexes differ 


Weight 2.2 pounds 
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Family ANATIDAE 


EURASIAN 


Although the Eurasian Wigeon is not known to nest on 
this continent, this dabbling duck has been a rare but 
regular visitor in winter on both coasts in 
North America for the last forty to 

fifty years. ‘The adult female 
has a cinnamon-buff head 
in contrast to the male’s 


reddish head. ‘The 
female also has two 
morphs: rufous and 


gray. In flight it is best 
distinguished from the 
American Wigeon by its dusky 
axillars and underwing linings. 
e SONG Male makes wild 
musical whistle, whee-o0, and 
short cheeping note. 
makes hoarse croak and sharp 
quack when alarmed. 

® BEHAVIOR Highly 
gregarious after breeding 
season, often forming 


large flocks on the 
Eurasian wintering 
grounds. Dabbles in 
mud or tips up in 
shallow water to eat 
favorite foods: pond 


weeds, eelgrass, and other 
aquatic plants. Eats seeds but 

prefers leaves, stems, and buds. 

Also eats snails, beetles, and 

crickets. Walks well on land and 

often forages in fields and wooded lots 
some distance from water. 

® BREEDING Monogamous. Semicolonial. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 24-25 days by female. Precocial young 


Flight Pattern 


Swift direct flight with rapid wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Shape -se- <= Location AOA Lee Sie 


Species Anas penelope Length 18-20 inches _ | Winéspan 30_32 inches 


WIGEON 


buff crown 


reddish head 


gray overall 


blue- 
gray bill 


brownish 
rose breast 


white patch on 


Female forewings 


cinnamon- 


buff head MALE 


ECLIPSE 
MALE 


AMERICAN WIGEON 
Larger ® male has 
gray head with wide 


white belly green postocular 
patch; bright white 
FEMALE crown; wine sides; 


white underwing 
linings show in flight 
¢ female generally 
grayer with white 
underwing linings. 


leave nest shortly after hatching 
and find own food but still 
tended by female. First flight 
at 60-70 days. 

® POPULATION Rare to 
uncommon visitor on both 
coasts but more common on the 
West Coast. Rare inland. 


Lined with grass and large amount of down ® built in depression on ground, 
well hidden in tall grass © 7-9 whitish to pale buff or cream-white eggs * eggs 
identical to those of American Wigeon. 


Plumage Sexes differ 


DATE 


SS Migration Migratory Weight 1.8 pounds 


LOCATION 


Habitat pees 


ss 


"TIME 
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Family ANA'TIDAE Length 18-23 inches | Wingspan 39.35 inches 


AMERICAN WIGEON 
This species is identified in flight by the bold white patches on gray head with 
its forewings, which are gray on females, and the white underwing — wide green 
linings. ‘The male has a conspicuous white forehead and crown, postocular 

: : rg os stripe 
leading hunters to nickname it “baldpate.” Both males and 
females are more rusty brown on their breast and sides than 
other dabbling ducks. Legs and feet are gray. In flight females 
show a white belly and undertail coverts and a green speculum. 


white forehead 


7 and crown 
ah 


e SONG Throaty whistle, afew, whew, whew. Female makes 
weak guttural quack. 


black tail and 
’ undertail coverts 


black- 
upped 


blue-gray 


hill 


white of 
underparts extends 
onto flanks 


reddish brown 
breast and sides 


° BEHAVIOR gray bill with 
Dabbler. Flies in yack tip 
tight flocks that 

may twist and turn 
like those of teals. 
Eats plant material. 
Will graze on shore 
and in fields. Often 
feeds in shallow water 


gray head 
and neck 


ECLIPSE 
MALE 


brown back with 
rusty shoulders 


EURASIAN WIGEON 
Rufous-brown head; 
creamy buff forehead 


and crown; gray sides 


FEMALE 


with other duck rufous-brown breast, A aie toe dle 

S 4 pe pe and back emale 
Species. Wary; takes flight sides, and flanks shows dusky underwing 
quickly when it is disturbed. , linings In flight: gray- 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. Nests on dry land, ’ ores beans 


gray head, throat, and 
breast; rufous morph 


¢ NESTING Incubation 22-25 days by female. Precocial young has rufous head, neck, 
stay in nest 45-63 days. Fed by female. 1 brood per year. Eyfbak, abe Breast. 


¢ POPULATION Common and apparently stable. Breeding range 


expanding eastward in Canada 
Flight Pattern 


sometimes far from water; often on small islands. 


and northeastern US. Increase 
has been due to wet 
conditions as well as increase 
in nesting sites. 

¢ CONSERVATION No 
issues at present; carefully 
monitored and managed. 


Grasses and weeds lined with down @ on dry land, sometimes on island ¢ built 
by female * 6—12 white to creamy white eggs; elliptical, 2.1 inches in diameter. 


Shape -ses Location gex 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family AN ATIDAE SPeCles Anas rubripes 


AMERICAN BLACK DUCK 


The darkest dabbling duck on the water looks almost black at a distance, 
with a paler head and foreneck. In flight the white wing linings contrast 
boldly with the dark body and wings. The purplish blue speculum is 
bordered with black, and the posterior border often has a narrow white edge. 
It is as large as a Mallard. Into the 1940s this was the most abundant duck in 
eastern and central North America and was the most heavily hunted without 
noticable decline in numbers. Today it seems to be losing steadily to 

years of heavy hunting preasure and increasing 


displacement by Mallards. 


brownish 


bla a bod e 


MALE 


e SONG Typical female gives loud duck quack; male makes 


lower croak. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Dabbler. Very alert and wary; one of the 
quickest ducks into the air when disturbed, thrusting upward 
energetically off water or land. Feeds in shallow water, taking 
mostly plant materials in winter and a variety of aquatic insects 


in summer. 


@ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Sometimes 


Oe 
pale 0TOWNISA 


fore NEC 14 


hybridizes with Mallard. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 23-33 days by female. Young stay in 
nest 58-63 days. Fed by female. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly common. 

® CONSERVATION Management warranted due to decline in 


_————E—EEEEEES 


Shape ve 


| Plumage Sexes differ 


Flight Pattern 


Swift direct flight with strong 


Location & eee 4 


wing Deats 


Nest Identification : : 
Shallow depression with plant material added ¢ lined with down ® on ground 


\ ef enters 


oray A J pay 
LTaAY NEAd AHA 


pow 


Length 1924 inches | “!8SP8N 33_ 36 inches 


greenish bill with 


black the ching fe 
Ve How : 


@ bill 
. FEMALE 
brownish black e 


body 


MALLARD & 
Female lacks contrast 
berween head and 


body; paler brown; 


yellow-orange bill with 


blackish mottling; 
bright orange feet: 


metallic blue 


speculum bordered 
with a white front and 
back: white tail. 


numbers, which may be caused 
by changes to its habitat and 
deforestation. Both of these 
circumstances seem to favor 
Mallards, which tend to replace 
Black Ducks where the two 


species COeCNIST. 


among clumps of dense vegetation ® sometimes in raised situation, as on top of 


stump ® built by female ¢ 6-12 creamy white to greenish buff eggs. 


DATE 


LOCATION 
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Family ANATIDAE Species 4 nas platyrhynchos Wingspan 3040 inches 


MALLARD 


One of the best-known yellow 


_—e@ shiny green 


waterfowl in the world, the 2/ head 

Mallard can be found 

almost anywhere shallow 9 gray- ian dite Be wiles 
treshwater occurs. Some brown speculum with white 
even reside in salt white / back borders 


collar 


2 curled-up black 


marshes and bays. ‘The ur 
tail feathers 


male is larger than the 


: : purple- ¢ 
female. Many eau 
domesticated forms are breast 


entirely white with an 
orange bill, legs, and feet. 
¢ SONG Female makes 
loud guack-quack-quack, 
quack, quack-quack, white 
descending in scale. sides and 


white tail 


orange feet 


underparts and legs 

Male sounds double p 
note and low reedy orange and ; 
hwek-kweh-hwek ; brown MALE 

a = é gs i mottled bill 
e BEHAVIOR Be. 

i : metallic blue- 

Generally found in /rivke speculum ECLIPSE 
shallow freshwater, with white borders MALE 


where it dabbles 
primarily for plant 
food, also taking insects, 


Female resembles many other 
mollusks, and 


female ducks, but blue speculum 


crustaceans. Sometimes orange feet bordered white is unique. 
dives underwater. Walks and legs NORTHERN SHOVELER , 
well and often forages on Long dark bill; white 2 
shore in fields and woodlots. FEMALE Piedat CemeUr Seles. 


Leaps directly into flight from water. _megf COMMON MERGANSER 
F 2 ef Ate ae a —— Narrow red bill; puffy or 
requently hybridizes. ecnee ties 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. ie poate. 
s : . : nial Ge 

¢ NESTING Incubation 26-30 days by female. Young leave Ay, \IERGANSER 
nest soon after hatching. 1 brood per year. Narrow red bill; puffy or 

= : ‘ crested head. 
¢ POPULATION Common to abundant. 


¢ FEEDERS Corn or grains. In city parks some are tame enough to 


be hand-fed by humans. 
=a Flight Pattern 


¢ CONSERVATION One of 
the ducks harvested in greatest 
numbers by waterfowl! hunters. 
Prone to lead poisoning from 
ingesting spent lead shot with 
food from bottom ooze. 


Nest Identification , s ale 
— as Shallow pool of plant material gathered at the site, lined with down @ may be 
more than 1 mile from water, usually on ground among concealing vegetation 


e built by female ¢ 5-14 greenish buff or grayish buff eggs, 2.3 inches long. 


Shape 2 => 


Location ‘ai ABA AX 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family ANATIDAE Species Angas fulvigula Wingspan 3033 inches 


MOTTLED DUCK 4 


A large resident duck of southern marshes and coastal oa 
prairies, this bird is paler than the American Black Duck but “Be 
also shows white wing linings in flight that contrast with its 
darker body. In flight it shows a metallic greenish purple 
speculum that is bordered on both sides by a black bar, 
and the trailing bar is also bordered with a narrow white 
line. Although the current population is stable, it is not as 
large as it was in the beginning of the 20th century as 

the toll from civilization’s expanding development and 
agriculture’s draining of southern marshlands has 


outweighed the toll from hunting. fine dark 
streaking on back ; 
brown body with of head and sides 7 yellow-orange 
buff mottling e of neck bill without 
\ mottling 


e SONG Male makes a low, raspy 4reeeb, kreeeb, kreeeb. 
Female’s quack similar to that of a female Mallard. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Usually in pairs or small groups. Pairs persist AMERICAN BLACK 


e : : i DUCK 

for most of the year except during the postbreeding season Mich: datker Blackich 
molt. A somewhat tame dabbling duck that eats more animal brown with streaked 
food than the closely related Mallard. Feeds primarily on cheeks and siroak. 


¥ 


mollusks, crustaceans, and insects, but also eats vegetable - MALLARD 

matter. Courtship and pair formation for this species take ms. Female has omneee 
: ; f . brown bill with dark 

place on the wintering grounds while Mallards, American caotetiiion oie aie 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Pople se 
¢ NESTING Incubation 24—28 days by female. First flight at 
about 60-70 days. Fed by 
female. 1 brood per year. 

@ POPULATION Common. 
Stable. Introduced on South 
Carolina coast. 

® CONSERVATION Heavily 
hunted in season. 


Flight Pattern 


Direct flight with strong rapid wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


| Shape -».s- <> way 


Location gx \}/ a 
free 


| Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat Migration Nionmigratory | “el€"t 2.3 pounds 


DATE _____ TIME LOCATION 


Shallow bowl of grasses and reeds ¢ lined with down and breast feathers ® in 
dense growth in marsh, usually within 600 feet of water, supported in dense 
clumps of grass ® may be several inches above ground ¢ built by female 

e 8-12 creamy white to greenish white eggs; elliptical, 2.2 inches long. 


Black Ducks, and other duck species are still present. on both sides of blue- 
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Family ANATIDAE Species 4 yas discors Length 14-16 inches | Wingspan 23_31 inches 


BLUE-WINGED TEAL 


One of the smallest ducks in North America travels great 
distances between breeding and wintering grounds, as 
much as 7,000 miles. Both sexes have a large pale blue 
patch on the forewings and a long metallic green 
speculum that is visible when wings are spread. Males in 
breeding colors have a gray-violet head bordered by a 
bold white facial crescent. 


gray-violet 


he ad ae 


short dark bill 


——Sa 


a white crescent 


on face 


e SONG In flight, the male often makes a high 
sibilant ssee/. The female makes wak 

quacking sound. 

e BEHAVIOR Very 
fast taking off 
from the water, 
this bird flies 
quickly and 
rapidly, often 
twisting and 
turning in 
small compact 
flocks. Plants make 


MALE 


tawny brown 
body with dark 
Spotting 


white flank yellowish legs and feet 


up the bulk of its diet. patch 

Often forages in , 

shallow waters. One of en i 
the earliest ducks to pale grayish : BS. 3 


brown head 


migrate southward to 
wintering areas. More 
than 90 percent of 
population winters 
south of US border. 
‘Tame, often allowing 
close approach. 

¢ BREEDING 
Monogamous. Solitary nester. 


brown body with dark 
chevron-shaped spots 


a 
NORTHERN SHOVELER ¥ 
Much larger; spatulate bill. 


> GREEN-WINGED TEAL C 
Cie Larger bill; lacks white 

2 undertail coverts and blue 
forewing patch in flight. 


FEMALE 
e NESTING Incubation CINNAMON TEAL 


22-27 days by female. First flight at e Longer bill; richer brown; 


+ 


less distinct eye line. 


35-49 days. Tended by female. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common in the East; uncommon in 

the West. Apparently stable. 
® CONSERVATION Most 
Blue-Winged ‘Teals winter 
south of US borders, so 
Latin American cooperation 
is needed to further 
conservation efforts. 


Shallow depression with some grass or weeds added ® lined with down ® on 
ground in prairie, hayfield, or coastal meadow ® built by female ¢ 6-15 white, 
olive-white, dull white, or tinged olive eggs; ovate to elliptical ovate, 1.8 inches 
in diameter. 


Plumage Sexes differ Migration Migratory Weight 14.4 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape <— > -ee Sy Location mm ge AAA 
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SPECles Anas cyanoptera Length 14-17 inches | W!"&SPan 24 30 inches 


CINNAMON TEAL 


‘The male, with its rich cinnamon hues, is one of the most recognizable 
ducks in western North America. The female’s warm earth tones 

blend well with the cattails and reeds that surround its home. ‘The a 
Cinnamon ‘Teal and the Ruddy Duck are the only waterfowl to 


breed in both North and South America. In flight the upper cinnamon head 
@ and neck 


Family AN ATIDAE 


forewing features a large pale powder-blue patch and the 
speculum is metallic green with a white border. Juveniles 
and eclipse males resemble females. 


long 
spatulate 
blue-black 
bill 


cinnamon 
underparts 


MALE 


¢ SONG Male has low- 
pitched prattling chuk-chuk-chuk. 
Female has weak quack. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Eats aquatic 
plant seeds and insects, rice, 
blue mottling 
on forewing 


corn, algae, snails, and 
crustaceans. Unlike other 
dabblers, skims water with bill or 
reaches below surface. Leaps into 
flight directly from water. 

@ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. PEPE ~  — B 

¢ NESTING Incubation 21—25 days by Vitae a ee ed legs 
female. First flight after 49 days. 1 brood per year. spatulate bill; more 


Similar Birds 


BLUE-WINGED TEAL Q 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common to common from the Pacific distinet lores Derane 


Coast to the eastern Great Plains and south into Texas and 
west-central Mexico. Casual to accidental in the East in winter and 
spring migration. 

Flight Pattern ® CONSERVATION Protected 
except for licensed seasonal 
hunting. Efforts made in last 
half of 20th century to increase 
nesting habitat. Declines due to 
loss of wetland habitat. 


eve line. 


Swift direct flight with rapid wing beats. 


ne ee 


Nest Identification 


Shape -se 


DATE. CC TIME LOCATION 


On ground hidden in tall vegetation ® in dense marsh grasses and reeds 


or in slight depression on bare ground ® often 100 feet or more away from 


water ® built by female ¢ 9-12 pinkish buff or white eggs; subelliptical, 


Location 
ete 2 inches long 


ee 
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Family ANATIDAE Species 4 nas clypeata Length 17_20 inches | WiNesPan 27_33 inches 


NORTHERN SHOVELER 

No duck in North America has a bigger bill. The large, 

spatulate bill is longer than the head, giving the bird a 

front heavy look. In flight both sexes show large powder- 4/ack head with 

blue patches on the forewing and a metallic green green gloss 

speculum. Both males and females have 

bright orange legs and feet. MALE 


. gi large spoon-shaped 
white tail : is tg " | black bill 


fe athers (most) 


black undertail e- 
and uppertail 


COVETTS 
white flank spote 


blue patch on orange legs rich chestnut 
folded wing and feet sides and belly 
ECLIPSE 
grayish bill j mottled brown MALE 
mottled orange 


MALLARD 

Male has green head 
but has chestnut breast; 
white sides; lacks blue 


e SONG In > 44 ae eS eee 3 j patch on forewing 
courtship male mete. rat Agere ° female has smaller 
utters guttural who, who, FEMALE Pe Seam 
who or took, took, took. Female 


utters feeble quack and descending WACK-wack-wack-wa-wa. @, BLUE-WINGED TEAL 
~ Smaller; shows pale 


of wing. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Frequently swims with head held low, bill partly Sheet : 

ed a ; : , 7 blue forewing patch in 
submerged, straining water for small aquatic plants and animals flight ¢ male has brown 
through the comblike teeth along sides of bill. Animals make up body; gray head; white 
approximately one-third of its diet. Swift flight into air by CRESGENE Of HONEY 
leaping off water. Rapid, sometimes darting, teal-like flight. EE GE REE 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. overall; small black bill. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 21—27 days by female. Precocial young 

leave nest within a few hours of 


Flight Pattern pene I: Irst flight at 
38-66 days. Tended by female. 


1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common to 
abundant. Increasing due to wet 
conditions in breeding range. 


face; small black bill 


Strong direct flight with rapid wing beats. 


Nest Identification Partly filled with dried grasses and weeds ® lined with down ®@ close to water, 


generally in area of short grass, or far from water on high dry ground of 


. yrairies ® built by female * 6-19 olive-buff or greenish gray eggs; elliptical, 
Shape a) a —o Location ite P Tae nee , gree gray CLs, CLUPTIC 


Plumage Coy es differ Habitat yo wee . Migration Migratory Weight 4 4 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


130 ¢ BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


Family ANATIDAE Species 4 yas hahamensis Length 18-20 inches | Wingspan 26_31 inches 


WHITE-CHEEKED PINTAIL 


Sometimes called the Bahama Duck, this native of the West Indies 

and South America is a rare to casual winter visitor in southern 

Florida. This freshwater duck ts often kept in captivity. Any 

individuals seen outside the Sunshine State are probably 

escapees, and even those seen in southern Florida should be 

treated with some suspicion. In flight the white cheeks and dark brown 
neck contrast with the brown body; the long slender forehead 
neck, long pointed tail, and green speculum with buff alee 
borders are definitive field marks. 

¢ SONG Male has low squeaky call; 
female quacks. 


blue bill 
with bright 
red basee 


pointed 
fawn-colored 
tail 


ea ] white cheeks 
Meavily Spotted tawny and throat 
or reddish underparts 


@ BEHAVIOR Eats seeds and parts of water plants but also takes small invertebrates. On 
islands in the Caribbean often found alone or in pairs but 

sometimes in flocks of 46 or more birds on inland bays, brackish 
marshes, fresh- and saltwater ponds, and rain-flooded low-lying 


NORTHERN PINTAIL Q 


places. é, Lacks red spot at base 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Has produced hybrids with f of bill; lacks white 
Northern Pintail, Wood Duck, Mallard, American Wigeon, and Sheeks kee 

. . . . . Sie spotting on underparts; 
others in captive or otherwise similar conditions. dark apeoulanewnn 
¢ NESTING Incubation 25 days by female. Young leave nest white border on trailing 


day of hatching. ‘Tended by female. First flight at 35-50 days. 
¢ POPULATION Casual in Florida. Ranges from common to fairly 
common to locally common and 
irruptive in West Indies and 
South America. 
¢ CONSERVATION Formerly 
was hunted in the Caribbean for 
generations. Now protected 
there by laws called 
conservation ordinances. 


Swift direct flight with rapid strong 


wing beats. 


Nest Identification 
Only a few leaves added ¢ concealed in thick grasses or weeds or under 
mangrove roots @ 5-12 buff or cream eggs, sometimes stained. 


Shape -se- Location yyy ii ae 


Plumage Sexes similar | Wabitat aes Lo Nee Migration Nionmigratory | “el€ht 1.2 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family ANATIDAE Length 21-29 inches | Winespan 29.35 inches 


NORTHERN PINTAIL 


No other North American duck has the body 
shaep of a pintail, either on the water or in the chocolate head 


: : ; and hindneck 

air. It holds its long slender neck erect and its 

long pointed tail at an upward angle on MALE 

the water. In flight pintails are lon ; 

peeve eee % 5 I 7. nati 8 greenish brown Right &ray 

and slender with a white trailing speculum with ss cee bill 

edge on the inner wing. white line on &ray vac at 

¢ SONG Female’s low ee = . . 

quacks more guttural black uppertail “ . Herne ale 
a9 f Ys with white “finge 

than those of female and undertail ez extended upward 


Mallard. Male utters coverts 
weak nasal geeee 


——- behind face 

y. wit P # ~ 
situa 

eam white breast 
. Zs casa @ A 
ao and underparts 


long pointed 
feathers at yellowish vermiculated gray 
center of tail white at rear gray legs sides and flanks 


and feet 


and double-noted 

| whistle, prwh or prripp. gray 

¢ BEHAVIOR Dabbling duck. saad 

Prefers shallows in freshwater, 

where it feeds primarily on 

vegetable material. Flocks of 

pintails have reputation of losing 

| altitude rapidly, zigzagging in for 

| a landing from considerable 
heights on wings that produce 
an audible “swish” and planing 
directly into a landing. Low- 
flying on breeding grounds, 
nesting individuals are sometimes 
killed by hitting utility wires and fences. 

| ¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. cin 

| ¢ NESTING Incubation 22-25 days by female. Young leave yer eee eine 

| nest within a few hours of hatching. First flight at 36-57 days. longer tail and longer neck make 

Young tended by female but find own food. 1 brood per year. it distinctive. 

¢ POPULATION Abundant in West; very common in East. 

| Widespread and abundant, but 

some surveys show decline 

since 1960s. 

¢ CONSERVATION As with 

other dabbling ducks, lead shot 


ingested from bottom ooze 


Direct flight with fast wing beats on long often leads to death. 
pointed wings. 


long neck pointed brown tail 
a not as long as that 
bron of male 


ECLIPSE 
MALE 


FEMALE 


gray legs 


and feet 


Male is distinctive ® female is 


Lined with grasses, twigs, mosses, leaves, and added down ® on dry ground 
among short vegetation near water ® built by female ¢ 3-12 olive-green, olive- 


buff, or cream eggs; elliptical to subelliptical or long oval, 2.2 inches long. 


| 
| Plumage Sexes differ Habitat (wu SS Migration Migratory Weight 2.3 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Species Anas querquedula 


Family AN ATIDAE 


Length 15 inches Wiese" 2431 inches 


GARGANEY 


A Eurasian dabbling duck, most Garganeys in eastern North 
America may be escaped birds. In flight males show prominent 
pale bluish-gray coverts and a shiny, green speculum with 
white front and rear borders; the female’s 1s less visible. 
Male and 


broad white 


eyebrow @ 


MALE 


2» dark crown 
i 


fo 


dark 
bill 


red-brown 


head 


large bluish 
pale eyebrow grayish wing shoulder patches 
coverts 


distinct dark line 
from bill through 
eyes 10 nape 


white lore Spot 
bordered by 
second dark line 


BLUE-WINGED TEAL 9 
CINNAMON TEAL Q 
Rounder head; pale 
blue patch on forewing; 


female look 
similar in eclipse 
plumage, but the 
male retains his om <a ie 
GREEN-WINGED TEAL 
wing pattern. PRE eRe : Darker and smaller Q 
e SONG Male makes is * overall; no white border 
: : i + i, both edges of 
distant rattling wooden note, geg-geg-geg. Female quacks. i 2 
2 5°6 geg-geg. Female quae K ; speculum; no pale gray 
¢ BEHAVIOR Feeds with bill scooping in shallow water. Eats patch on forewing. 
mollusks and crustaceans. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 


no white border on both 
edges of speculum. 


FEMALE 


¢ NESTING Incubation 
21-23 days by female. Precocial 
young leave nest first day of 
hatching. First flight at about 
44 days. Tended by female. 
Swift agile direct flight with rapid @¢ POPULATION Casual to 
wing Peat: accidental status. 


Nest Identification 


Shape po es Location yyy ata 


Habitat @,@ SS ve 


DATE TIME LOCATION | 


Flight Pattern 


In long grasses or under cover of bushes on ground 1n a dry place usually 


near water ® built by female ¢ 7-12 yellowish cream to light olive eggs, 


Weight 11.5 ounces 


1.85 x 1.3 inches long. 


Plumage Ceyes differ 


Migration M igratory 
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Far ANATIDAE ‘eng 12-16 inches  [ W598 20-25 inches 


GREEN-WINGED TEAL 
dark glossy green patch from 


‘The smallest dabbling duck in North America, eye 16 nape with narrow white 
the Green-winged ‘Teal is also one of the most border below 
agile and fastest on the wing. Small compact 
flocks of Green-winged ‘Teals often wheel and 
bank like Rock Doves in flight. Flying birds 
show no pale wing patches but rather a 
metallic green speculum bordered in 
front with chestnut and behind 
with white. 

¢ SONG In courtship a 
KRICK-et note, from 
which species name Is 
derived; it has been 
likened to the voice 

of the Spring 

Peeper. Female 

makes a faint guack. 

e BEHAVIOR 


—_® rich chestnut 
MALE head 
; hla & Jill 
vermiculated gray 
sides and back 


buf{-white 
breast with 
dark Spotting 


yellowish 
Forages in shallows by undertail coverts ohne eels 
tipping up. Walks ah is bar separates 
easily on land. Feeds and feet breast from side 


in fields, wood lots, 
and agricultural 
areas. Primarily 
feeds on vegetable 
materials. 

¢ BREEDING 
Monogamous with 
forced extra pair 
copulation. 

Solitary nester. 

e NESTING 
Incubation 20-24 days 
by female. First flight at 
about 34 days. Young are 
tended by female but find 
their own food. 


white chin 


dusky brown body with 
2 buff mottling 
P | 


EURASIAN 
RACE MALE 


BLUE-WINGED TEAL 
In flight shows white 


i belly and pale blue 
whitish 
belly 


forewing patches ¢ 
female has longer bill. 


white undertail 


CINNAMON TEAL Q 
coverts with a Female is darker brown 
brown mottling eo with longer bill. 


FEMALE 


¢ POPULATION Common. 
Increasing. 

® CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to ingesting spent 
lead shot from bottom mud 
while feeding. 


Grass, twigs, feathers, and leaves ¢ lined with down ® usually among grasses 
and weeds of meadows, sometimes in open woodlands or brush within 200 feet 
of water @ built by female ¢ 6-18 cream, light olive, buff, or dull white eggs; 


elliptical to subelliptical, 1.8 inches long. 
Weight 12.8 ounces 


Migration 


Migratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family ANATIDAE Species Ayrpyq valisineria | *©P8th 19-24 inches | WiNESPan 28_36 inches 


CANVASBACK 


A sloping profile from the front of its crown to the tip of its long 
dark bill distinguishes this bird. It is one of the largest and 
heaviest ducks in North America. At a distance the male 
appears white with a black rear and, breast. ‘The long 
neck and head are rich rust-red. ‘The female is grayer 
with a rusty tint to the neck and head. 

¢ SONG Male makes grunt or croak; female 

makes quack. 

e BEHAVIOR A wary species that 
often rafts well away from the 
shoreline. Flies high, 

frequently in 
formations. Dives 


long dark bill 
MALE 


» Jong rust-red 


neck and head 


black breast 


black tail and 


undertail coverts whitish sides 


and back 
rusty head 


and neck _® grayish back 
oe : 


and sides 


deeply to 
feed on 
aquatic 
vegetation 
and mollusks. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
Solitary nester. REDHEAD 
® NESTING Incubation 23-29 days by female. First flight at : -® Lacks sloping profile 
about 56-60 days. ‘ended by female. 1 brood per year. etal BES erect 
eee, : _ sides @ female is 
¢ POPULATION Common to uncommon but local. darker brown overall. 
Declining for some time, but drastic drop in recent years 
because of drought and drainage of marshes where they breed. 
Currently stable. 

Flight Pattern ® CONSERVATION Nesting 
habitat loss primarily blamed for 
decline. Releases from hunting 
pressures and development of 
nesting habitats may have 


Strong direct flight with rapid wing beats. stabilized populations. 
Flies in straight line or V formation. 


Nest Identification 


Dead vegetation lined with down ® in marsh in stands of vegetation above 
shallow water; sometimes on dry ground @ built by female ¢ 7-12 grayish or 

Ys ) ) 
Shape <=> ay Gy Location xxx greenish olive eggs, 2.4 inches in diameter. 


Migration Migratory Weight 2.8 pounds 


DATE __ TIME __ LOCATION 


Plumage Sexes differ 
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Family ANATIDAE Species Ayrpya americana | MBN 18-22 inches | “Wi€sPan 29_35 inches 


REDHEAD 

A diving duck of freshwater marshes in summer, this bird congregates 
in large numbers on marine bays, estuaries, and big lakes in winter. 
The male’s golden yellow eye is the most striking of North 


American waterfowl. In flight both sexes show a broad gray trailing — “ead rufous- 
brown head 


edge to the wing. 

e SONG Silent most of year. During courtship male utters 

mewing sounds, whee-ough or keyair. Also makes low tilling 

rrrrrr. Female has grating squak. 

e BEHAVIOR Diving duck. Crepuscular activities, 

including flight and feeding. Some feeding at night. gypsy gray 

upperparts and 

black upper and lower Ps sides 

° tail coverts 


black 


breast 


blue-gray bill with black tip | 


MALE : : : 
; and white subterminal ring 
pale at base of bill 
and on chin a ; 
Primary diet Similar Birds 
of aquatic rounded head CANVASBACK 


Male is whiter on sides and 
back; longer all-dark bill; 


vegetation. ) 
Female appears acs 
to take initiative 
in courtship, often 
chasing males. 


sloping profile. 


eo) 
< 
Ss 
GREATER SCAUP 
‘eo 


¢ BREEDING a ee LESSER SCAUP 

Monog: : om : Pale color on wings of 
ey oe FEMALE ch female does not extend to 
Brood parasite. % Q primaries. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 23-29 days by female. Young leave —_ 

nest about | day after hatching. First flight at 56-73 days. Young Q RING-NECKED DUCK 


tended by female but find own food. 1 brood per year. Female has peaked head. 


¢ POPULATION Locally common. Declining in East. Far 

fewer than historical levels. 

Flight Pattern Decrease due to loss of nesting 

habitat to agriculture, draining 
of wetlands, and drought. 
¢ CONSERVATION Strictly 
regulated with hunting bag 
Rapid direct flight with strong wing beats. limits; some regions have no 
Flies in V formation. ees 

harvesting. 


Nest Identification Dead vegetation and down anchored to standing growth @ on bed of reeds and 


cattails connected to vegetation or set in thick marsh grasses above water ® built 


: yy female ® 9-14 pale olive, buff, ill white eggs, 2.4 inches ® =r of 
Shape § ecation Uy by female 14 pale olive, buff, or dull white eggs, 2.4 inches long ¢ number of 


eggs hard to determine because Females lay eggs in nests of other Redheads. 


Plumage Sexes differ Migration Migratory Weight 2 6 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Species Ayrhya collaris Length 14-18 inches | “iésPan 24_30 inches 


RING-NECKED DUCK 
‘This puffy-headed diving duck with a peaked crown 


Family AN ATIDAE 


peaked black 
; ; head with 
prefers small freshwater ponds, wooded lakes, and purplish gloss ¢ 


swamps. On water the male appears dark with whitish = 
gray sides separated from the black breast by a white 
crescent that is clearly discernible at a distance. 

Both sexes have a white ring on the bill, white 
bellies, bluish gray legs and feet, and show a 

gray wing stripe in flight. ‘The cinnamon 

ring at the base of the neck, which gives pale gray sides 
the duck its name, 1s a poor field and flanks 


blue-gray bill 
with black tip 
and broad white 
subterminal 


] ring 


MALE 


mark, seen only at close range 
in good light. 


ee 


black nen 
tail coverts, 
and tail 
black neck 
and breast 
¢ SONG 
Generally peaked head 
silent. Male 
makes a faint 
wheezy whistle; 
female makes 
harsh deeeer. 
¢ BEHAVIOR 
Swims lightly with 
head up. Excellent 
diver. Aquatic plants 
more than 80 percent of 
diet. Keeds on bottom as deep as 40 feet below surface. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 
e NESTING Incubation 25-29 days by female. Young leave 
nest in 12—24 hours. First flight after 49-56 days. Young tended 
by female but find own food. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Fairly 
Flight Pattern common and widespread. 
Stable or increasing. 
¢ CONSERVATION As with 
other ducks that feed on the 
bottom, may ingest lead shot 
siesta) with rapid wing beats in and be susceptible to lead 
poisoning. 


= white eye ring and 


thin postocular stripe GREATER SCAUP 


LESSER SCAUP 
White wing stripe ¢ 


male has gray back ¢ 
female has white ring 
around bill. 


ee i aa 


TUFTED DUCK 
Males have white 


FEMALE 


pale face at base of bill, 


chin, and throat 


flanks ® head rounded 
with tuft on back of 
crown; both sexes lack 
broad white band on 
bill ¢ female lacks 
pale eye line; has 
shorter tuft on crown. 


Grasses, sedges, and weeds ® lined with down and marsh plants @ on dry 
hammock, clump of brush, or floating mat of vegetation, close to open 
water or Just above water in marsh border of pond or slough @ built by 
female ® 6—14 olive, gray, olive-brown, or green-buff eggs; elliptical to oval, 


2.3 inches long. 


Migration Migratory Weight 1 6 pounds 


DATE _____ _ TIME ; : LOCATION 
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Family ANATIDAE Specles Ayrhya fuligula Length 1822 inches | WinesPan 30_35 inches 


“ tal ine ia ih we 
‘I l J I E D Dt Ke A kK rounded black 
head with purple 


gloss 


Superficially like a Ring-necked Duck with a long 
crested tuft, this Old World duck ts accidental to 
casual in North America, except on the western 


coast of Alaska, where it is a regular visitor. At 
a distance the breeding male appears 

black with white sides and flanks. In 

flight both sexes show a broad 

white wing stripe that Se ee 
extends onto the inner tuft on back of head 
primaries. 


—e yellow eye 


gray bill with 
‘ae black tip 


black 1€¢ k 


and breast 


black tail,® 
tail coverts, 


MALE 
and bat 7 


@ white sides, RING-NECKED DUCK 
Hlanks, and belly 


sometimes whitish 


at base of bill 


short tuft Male has gray sides and 


« flanks; white crescent 


separates black breast 
. from gray side. ® both 


€_ sexes have gray wing 
stripe. 
¢e SONG 
Usually silent. Se = GREATER SCAUP 
Various sott growling EF EMALE a LESSER SCAUP 


; Males have gray backs 
notes and low whistles. ismotevinvk boldest 


¢ BEHAVIOR Excellent diver. Prefers freshwater lakes and ( white face patches at 
reservoirs but can be found in coastal marshes, bays, and e ; base of bill. 
estuaries in company of other diving ducks. Feeds on plants, cs 
crustaceans, mollusks, and aquatic insects. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Sometimes forms loose colonies. 

e NESTING Incubation 
23-28 days. First flight within 
45-50 days. Young tended by 
female. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon 
to rare. Not known to breed in 
North America; a visitor during 
migration and winter. 


Flight Pattern 


Swift direct flight with steady wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Grasses and dark gray down ® hidden in reeds or under bushes close to water 
e 7-10 yellow, brown, or greenish eggs. 


Shape -se- <=> Location ge aa 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat sore ie Migration \figratory Weight 1.5 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family ANATIDAE SPecles Aythya marila Length 1520 inches | W!"8SPan 30-34 inches 


GREATER SCAUP 


Breeds farther north than related species, this large Coed Bleck hea 
diving duck prefers ponds and lakes in summer. It with greenish gloss 


winters primarily along the coast, often in floating 

flocks or “rafts” of tens of thousands. Color of gloss 

on male’s head usually greenish. From a distance 

on the water males appear black in front, white in 

the middle, and black behind. In flight the white MALE 
wing stripe extends onto the primaries. 


blue-gray 


bill 


@ SONG Usually quiet. Common note is 

ga ake : finely barred gray 
loud scaup. Courting males make soft flanks and back 
whistled week-week-whew, female 


makes low /arrrr. black neck 


and breast 


black tail 


and tail coverts 
; ae ‘igs white sides 

® BEHAVIOR Diving ohir e—E and belly 

duck. Often winters in around : 

huge flocks. Dives to 20 face at 

f : tae cach f base of 

Cel de OW pul ace to 1Teéec bill eo dark brown = 7 
on variety of insects, plants, JUVENILE 
and vertebrates in summer. 

Diet at sea primarily mollusks 

« j Te ‘ > ‘ >» 

and vegetable matter. poe apscn ean 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. helly _ Smaller ¢ male has 
May nest in colonies. grayer sides; more 

fr BAI 3 : pointed head with 
e NES1 ING Incubation SV) t€88 usually purplish gloss 
24—28 days by female. Precocial je and feet ¥ © females similar; white 
: : > FEMALE * oe re . 

young led to water shortly after ili etd Se 

; : =i - 5 7 extend onto primaries. 
hatching. First flight at 35-42 days. 

Young tended by female but find own food. 1 brood per year. 

e POPULATION Common to 
Flight Pattern uncommon. Abundant in 
— winter, with most individuals 


wintering along seacoasts. 
® CONSERVATION Heavy 
i winter concentrations In 
coastal bays may be vulnerable 
to oil spills and other pollution. 
| 


Nest Identification 


Lined with dead plant material and down ® usually very close to water on an 

island, shoreline, or mats of floating vegetation ® built by female ¢ 5-11 dark 

Shape -ee- 2@ Location gx, 22 | olive-buff eggs, 2.5 inches long. 
TAMA even 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat sre Na Migration Migratory Weight 2.1 pounds 


DATE CCC—“CtisCTT IMME a LOCATION 
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Family ANATIDAE Species Ayrhya affinis Length 15-18 inches | Wingspan 24 _33 inches 


LESSER SCAUP - | 


: va 8 : : ; ‘ated black 
Like the very similar Greater Scaup, at a distance the male pointed via 
: head with 


appears dark in front, white in the middle, and dark behind. — pyrpie gloss 
The Lesser Scaup has a more pointed head. Color of gloss 
on male’s head usually purplish. In flight the white wing 
stripe confined to the secondaries. ‘he Lesser Scaup is 
more commonly seen inland in winter than the Greater 
Scaup and is perhaps the most abundant diving duck 

in North America. 


MALE 


medium gray barring on 


e SONG Courting males back and flanks 
utter low, whistled 
whew. Females 
make odd 


bluish gray 


— pee STS Seah. < : 
re eves MANS @ fi // 


black tail e 
and tail 
coverts 


white at base black breast 
of bill and neck 

; dark brown head, neck, 

breast, and upperparts 


rattling purr, 


wuh-h-h-h. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Diving 
duck. Behavior similar to 
closely related Greater * 
Scaup. Diet varies with 
habitat but fairly evenly 
distributed between 
plant and animal 


e mottled brown sides 


GREATER SCAUP 


materials. FEMALE : : Larger; white wing 

> x Tas stripe extends through 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. he eee koa 
e NESTING Incubation 21-28 days by female. Young leave Q primaries ¢ male has 


A é =e : : = hiter sides; more 
nest shortly after hatching. First flight after 45-50 days. Young eC ok ee 


tended by female but find own food. 
¢ POPULATION Common. Slight decrease in 20th century. 


® CONSERVATION Deaths 
Flight Pattern 


rounded head. 


due to fishing nets and lines 
may be significant. Like many 
other waterfowl, ingests lead 
shot on bottom while feeding, 
often resulting in death. 
Increased use of steel shot 
intended to eliminate this. 


Nest Identification oe 
Addition of some grasses @ lined with down ® on dry land close to water, often 


on islands, in tall prairie grass ®@ built by female © 6-15 olive or olive-buff eggs; 


Direct, swift flight with strong wing beats. 


Shape -ee Location Leet i elliptical to nearly oval, 2.3 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes differ Migration \figratory Weight 1.9 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family ANATIDAE Species Py/ysticta stelleri Length 17_19 inches | W!"8SP@" 28_30 inches 


STELLER’S EIDER 


‘The smallest eider (about the size of a Surf Scoter), the Steller’s Eider is 
rarely found outside Alaska. The male is the only eider with bright, buffy 
underparts. It has a short bill and does not have the stout chunky 
appearance of other eiders. Its white head, back, and sides are 


adorned with a black line down the center of the back, ies he wih 

rear, and tail. Legs and feet are blue-gray like its black eye ring blue-oray 
bill, and its wings make a whistling sound bille 
when the bird is in flight. On the back green “bump” on 


of its white head the male back of head 
has a green “bump” of black line down center @ 


. ; of back to tail : 
feathers with a black \ 


——e black throat 
and collar 


a ; buff underparts 
spot on the bottom MALE - p 


center. The white 

sides also have an white eye 
isolated black spot just =’ 
above the waterline 
sometimes seen when 
the bird is swimming. 
® SONG Generally oe, 
silent. Courting male dark bill 
gives low crooning notes; 
female makes harsh growl. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Feeds primarily 
on crustaceans and mollusks in clear waters along 
rocky coasts. Must run on water before taking off. 
e BREEDING Monogamous. Similar Birds 


dusky brown and 
buff with barring 
and mottling 


FEMALE 


¢ NESTING Incubation by female, time undetermined. Young 
leave nest shortly after hatching. ‘Time of first flight unknown. 
Young tended by female but find own food. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon 
to common and local. Alaskan 
population has declined 
significantly in recent decades. 
® CONSERVATION Grave 
concern over significant 
population declines. 


None in North American range. 


Flight Pattern 


Swift direct flight with fast wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Often deep holes in tundra ¢ lined with bits of plant material and large amounts 
of down © on ground near open water in open tundra or surrounded by low scrub 


Shape ~se- Location © built by female ¢ 5-10 olive-buff eggs with darker shades, 2.4 inches long. 


Let = = 4 


Plumage Goes differ Habitat ran Migration Migratory Weight 1.7 pounds 


DATE _ PME eee — LOCATION 
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Species Somareria spectabilis | *©°8" 18-25 inches | WinésPan 35_40 inches 


Family ANATIDAE 


KING EIDER 


In its breeding plumage, the male of this chunky sea duck is aaah 
spectacular. It appears black above and behind, and white 


hlue-gray 


in front, with a large blue-gray cap, greenish cheeks, and a crown, back of 

large orange knob at the base of the bill. In flight it head, and soir 

appears mostly black and white with a black J at ms large orange 
L SITET Pane Re BOOREUS a as basal knob 

back and large white wing patches. cheeks @ 


= E : : iy outlined in black 
e¢ SONG During courtship male MALE 


makes soft dovelike cooing in 
threes, wv7-urrr-URR! 


Si 


i Orange 


bill 


| white 


Bank 

black to creamy 

rump and white — 

é a 

tail breast, 

neck, and 
chin 
white @ 


bla & sides, 


concave slope | ag Hy 
dark bl y . flanks, and bell 
FEMALE 


to head 


lank spot 


Female makes low 
kuck or kwack; also 
guttural croaking, 

LAL, LAL, Bag. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Often 
fly in big flocks 
abreast, not one behind 
the other. Favors rocky 


ECLIPSE JUVENILE 
MALE 


COMMON EIDER 
Black cap; white 
back ¢ female has 


shores and reefs. Dives rufous- ib cn on ya sloping profile and 
7 . brown body sides and flanks Es ae arre ide 
to depths of 180 feet to = ) ' Paee Sane: 
n . . ~ Pal ’ et = ~ 
feed on mollusks and crustaceans, its primary food. ° “.. SPECTACLED EIDER 
‘ Black breast and 
& Ny By Y ’ ~ @ Arter neEcrs : 
BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. ypecounclesy swilitte 
¢ NESTING Incubation 22-24 days by female. Precocial young ‘ back ¢ female has 


Cp pale spectacles. 


leave nest shortly after hatching. First flight at 30-50 days. 
Young tended by female but find own food. 1 brood per year. 


® POPULATION Common to abundant in breeding range. 
Uncommon in winter in south 

Flight Pattern Alaska, Great Lakes, or New 
York, but wintering population 
in Great Lakes ts increasing. 
Abundant tn its remote 
northern range. Population 
Swift direct flight with rapid wing beats. totals several million. Casual 
Flies in straight line formation. on East and West Coasts. 


Nest Identification 2 1 Peet ’ ; 
Lined with bits of plant material and large amounts of down @ on raised dry 


ground not far from water ® built by female @ 3-7 olive, buff, or pale olive eggs; 
Shape -ee <> Location sm pez 2.7 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes differ Weight 3.7 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Species Symareria mollissina | +©°8M 23-27 inches 


COMMON EIDER 


The largest sea duck is best known for the female’s soft down, 
used for its softness and insulation in pillows, comforters, whi = 

; a3 ; white head with 
sleeping bags and jackets. Eiders use the down to line their black cap 
nests. Rather than killing the eider, humans have learned to 
take the down a few days after the young leave the nest. ‘To 
make a pound requires down from 35—40 nests. Juveniles 
are similar to females. Western females are duller 
brown; western males have a yellow- 
orange bill, and most 


Wingspan 35_4? inches 


Family ANATIDAE 


feathers extend 
along side of bill 


gray to green 
bill turns 
yellow-orange 
in summer 


white back 


JASTERN 
MALE 


black tail “Soa 2 pale 
: green patches 

on back of 

head 


have a narrow 
black Von the 

throat. sloping 
e SONG Male pre 


© black sides 


feathers 


light brown with 


| , extend along ECLIPSE 
makes pigeonlike ; es de of Bill heavy dark brown Seas 


$ wy Co 
cooo or hoarse kor-er- barring 


korkorr-kor; also 
moans. Female 
makes hoarse 
quacking sound. 
Silent in winter. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Feeds at low tide by day. Dives only 33-60 feet 
deep. Uses wings to swim underwater and can fly straight out of 
water. Breaks shellfish shells with gizzard. 

® BREEDING Monogamous. Nests in colonies. 

e NESTING Incubation 25-30 days by female. Young led to 
water by female after hatching. Female feeds young with help 
of another female. First flight at about 56 days. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Abundant to 
common; somewhat local. 


© CONSERVATION Local 
populations vulnerable to oil 
spills and other forms of 
pollution. Females still pursued 
for valuable down. Heavily 
hunted in the Arctic. 


KING EIDER 
Male has black back; 
blue-gray crown; lacks 
sloping profile ¢ female 
has chevron pattern and 
lacks sloping profile. 


EASTERN 
FEMALE 


SPECTACLED EIDER 
Male has large white 
“soggles” with black 
border @ female has 

pale brown “goggles.” 


Flight Pattern 


Swift direct flight. Birds fly abreast, often 


in long lines. 


Nest Identification 


Shape -»e <=> Location yyy ey Fg 
| me 
Plumage Sexes differ | Habitat Soe ou | Migration Some migrate 


DATE ___ TIME LOCATION 


On bed of twigs, mosses, grass, and seaweed with large amounts of female down 
used for lining and wrapped around and under nest @ sheltered by rocks or 
plants on ground ® built by female ® 3—5 light olive, brownish olive, or gray-olive 


Weight 4.9 pounds 


eggs, 3 inches long. 
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Family ANATIDAE Species Hi strionicus histrionicus Length 1521 inches | Winespan 24 28 inches 


HARLEQUIN DUCK a. 

‘The male of this small diving duck appears ee 

entirely dark from a distance, but at close range bordering black crown 

the plumage consists of a wild pattern of bold 

white and black crescents, lines, and spots. 

Females are dark grayish brown with white spot and 

stubby bills and three white spots on ye a a ee sie ey 
each side of the face. Juveniles are ene 
similar to females. 

¢ SONG Usually silent. In 

courtship male gives mouselike 

squeak. Both sexes have low 

croaking calls. 


black tail coverts 


long pointed 


black tail ¥ Se numerous 
= + white lines 
on body 


¢ BEHAVIOR MALE 


N\ 


Favors fast- é Ne rich chestnut sides 


flowing mountain three white 
streams or isolated spots on head 
pools during 
breeding season. 
Found along rocky re dark brownish 
turbulent seacoasts Vaca 
in winter. Dives ; , | f 
for food, swimming “~ : %E ae JUVENILE 
underwater using | 
both wings and feet. ; 4 
May walk on bottom . ia : — Similar Birds 
of mountain stream FEMALE 
with head down feeding on aquatic - 
: : ee BUFFLEHEAD 9 
insects. Mollusks and crustaceans form bulk of winter diet. OE YE a 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. an single white spot on 
¢ NESTING Incubation 27-30 days by female. Young leave om 
nest shortly after hatching. First flight at 35-42 days. Young 
tended by female but find own 


Flight Pattern food. 1 brood per year. | 
¢ POPULATION Common in 


the West; uncommon in the 
East. Stable in the Northwest, 
but has declined there during 
the past century. 


Male is unmistakable. 


Rapid direct flight, often low over water. 


Nest Identification ; 
Grasses, twigs, and weeds lined with down ® on ground close to water, 


well hidden among rocks, under brush, or in hollow tree ¢ built by female 
Shape -see Location a 4 ¢ 3-10 pale buff or cream eggs, 2.3 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat ran xs Migration \fipratory Weight 1.5 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family ANATIDAE Species Wo/anitta perspicillata 


Length 17_21 inches | Wingspan 30_36 inches 


SURF SCOTER white patch 


on forehead | 


The male’s black-and-white head pattern has 
given it the nickname “skunk head.” ‘The bill white eye 


of both sexes is swollen at its base, and that of 
the male is a bright combination of red, orange, 
black, and white. The bill and forehead form a 
slope similar to that of the Canvasback. In flight 


—e@ sloping 


profile 
the wings are dark and have no pattern. 
e SONG Usually silent but sometimes makes 


i white e— 
low throaty notes. During courtship male ee 


: : patch On 
whistles and has gurgling call. nape 
¢ BEHAVIOR Very common along the coasts 
in winter, where it often feeds beyond the 


multicolored 


bill 


all black body ¢ 


2 whitish patches on 
side of head 

swollen greenish 
black bill @ pale whitish 


patch On nape 


surf line by diving 
for food, primarily 
mollusks and 


‘ds 


WHITE-WINGED Q 
_ SCOTER 
Female has white 


crustaceans. Occurs in 
rafts offshore with other 
two scoters. Long strings FEMALE 


wing patch. 
of scoters may be seen as 


nm : ‘ BLACK SCOTER 
they move along the coast in winter. 


® BREEDING Monogamous. 


¢ NESTING Incubation by female. Young leave nest shortly 


D - Lacks head pattern 
i ¢ female has pale face 
and foreneck. 


after hatching. First flight within 55 days. Fed by female. 1 brood 
per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common to 
abundant. May have declined, 
but now stable and numerous. 


Flight Pattern 


+ iene | 


| ¥ Declining in the West; the 
cause is unknown, but hunting 
Rapid direct flight with strong wing beats. is a possibility. 


Flies in straight line formation. 


Nest Identification 


Lined with down and weeds ® on ground, often some distance from water, and 


aT 


well hidden under low tree branches or grass clumps ® built by female ¢ 5-8 pale 


Weight 2.2 pounds 


buff, pinkish, or buff-white eggs, 2.4 inches long 


Migration \ fioratory 


DATE. . TIME ___ LOCATION 
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Family ANATIDAE Species We/gnitta fusca Length 19_24 inches | WiN€sP@n 3341 inches 


rmyNy. > | >r\ =, | runNyN 

WHITE-WINGED SCOTER 
The largest of the scoters is the only one with a white i 
speculum, which is seen easily in flight but may show ee 

hi hi an the fold et aled white “swish 
as a white pate ug the froided Wing Or ve: COMCEA os : mark passes 
Scoters may fly in bunched flocks, long lines, or \ through eye 
formations. Winter duck hunters along the Atlantic 
Coast discovered that when these ducks were flying 
too high overhead or too distant to shoot, they often 
would come closer when shouted at loudly. 


we" 


brownish 
black wash on 
white speculum may body MALE sides 


show as patch in 
folded wing 


red, white, 


black, and 
orange bill 
with black 


knob at base 


brownish gray 


hill with / 2 indistinct white 

NI with small : : en ; 
‘ 2 | ee spat On face sooty brown boa 
knob at base oe = Pai i i 


¢ SONG Both 
sexes utter 
whistle note in 
courtship; hoarse 
croak. In flight 
produces 6-8 bell- FEMALE 
like notes. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Dives to depths of 40 feet. Feeds primarily on 
shellfish, which it swallows whole and breaks up with grinding 
action of powerful gizzard. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 25-31 days by female. First flight at 
63-75 days. Tended by female. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common to 

Flight Pattern abundant. Perhaps the most 

common scoter. 
© CONSERVATION Sea 
ducks are vulnerable to 
pollution of wintering habitats 
and oil spills close to coasts. 


SURF SCOTER 


oO Lacks white wing 
patches ® male has 
white forehead and 

Q patch on back of neck 


a e female has 2 white 


patches on sides of face. 


3 BLACK SCOTER 
a, Lacks white wing 
patches ¢ male has solid 
© black head ¢ female has 


¥ ff 
whitish-brown cheeks, 
chin, throat, and sides 


of neck. 


Direct flight with steady wing beats that 
sometimes seem heavy and labored. Flies 
in straight line or V formation. 


Nest Identification 


Lined with leaves, sticks, and down ® on ground ¢ built by female ¢ 5-17 light 
ocher, pinkish, or creamy buff eggs; nearly elliptical, 2.6 inches long. 


Shape -se Location <_< — 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family ANATIDAE Species Velgnitta nigra Length 17_21 inches | Wingspan 30_35 inches 


BLACK SCOTER 


One of the large sea ducks, most birds of this species are 
seen on wintering grounds along both coasts. ‘The male 
is the only all-black duck in North America. In flight 
both sexes show a silvery gray sheen on the flight 
feathers that contrasts with the black linings of 

the underwings. Wings make a whistling sound 

in flight. Males often winter further north 

than females, keeping in tight-knit flocks 

on the water. Adult males have all-black 
brownish black feet and legs. plumage 


yellow-orange 


knob on black bill 


sooty brown cap dark bill 
¢ SONG Usually silent. center line to 

Male’s melancholy hindneck and body e- 
mellow cour-/oo thought 


| ~~ pale brownish 
by some to be the most 
| 


gray foreneck 


Ye pale brownish 
gray cheeks and 
sides of head 


musical duck call. In 
courtship male 

whistles; female has 
abrasive cour-/oo. 

® BEHAVIOR Diving 
duck. Usually feeds in 
shallower more protected 
waters about 25 feet deep. 
Primary diet is mollusks. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. aches en 
¢ NESTING Incubation 27-28 days by female. Precocial plumages. 

young; first flight at about 46 days. Female tends young but 
leaves after 7-21 days. 


brownish black Similar Birds 
legs and feet 
FEMALE WHITE-WINGED 


SCOTER 


SURF SCOTER 


Flight Pattern 1 brood per year. 
@¢ POPULATION Common to 


fairly common; casual to 

uncommon in the winter in 

interior. Declining. 

Strong direct flight with rapid wing beats. ® CONSERVATION 

Flies in straight line and V formation. I ; : ; 
Vulnerable to coastal oil spills. 


Nest Identification 


Coarse grass ® lined with feathers ® on ground hidden in standing grass or 
under shrub ® built by female ¢ 5-8 buff to pink-buff eggs; elliptical to oval, 


Shape -se- <= Location eke SR 2.5 x 1.7 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ 


Habitat soos pap Migration Migratory Weight 2.4 pounds 


DATE ___ _ TIME LOCATION 
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Species C/angula hyemalis | *®°8N 15-22 inches | WinésPan 26_31 inches 


LONG-TAILED DUCK 


Both the genus name and the former common name of 
Oldsquaw refer to the almost continuous chatter of this pale face 
long-tailed sea duck. It is the only duck that undergoes patch 
two complete brilliant molts annually, plus an eclipse 
plumage. Winter males have a mostly white body with 
brownish black patches on the face, breast, and back, 
and a long black tail. Winter females appear similar 
but have a paler head. In flight both sexes show 
uniform dark wings without markings. 


brownish stubby 
MALE black overall black bill 
with pinkish 


ring 


long black tail r 


white sides 
dark head and flanks 


whitish postocular stripe 

curves behind ear to neck 
dark 
upperparts 


¢ SONG Melodious ow-ow- 
owdle-ow calls that may be 
heard for a mile. Noisy at all 
seasons. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. 
This duck dives frequently and 
has been caught in fishermen’s 


stubby iti ~ ok 
gray bill ‘- 


SQ. 
ps 


nets at 200 feet. Breeds on a WINTER 

freshwater pools in tundra, but FEMALE os ee PLUMAGE 
winters on very large lakes and ocean. Often 

flies close to water in tight bunched flocks. Similar Birds 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. NORTHERN PINTAILG" 

e NESTING Incubation 24-29 days by female. Precocial young “o Lacks face patches; 


greenish brown 


leave nest shortly after hatching. First flight at 35-40 days. 
Young tended by female and frequently by an extra female but 
find own food. 1 brood per year. 


Flight Pattern 


speculum; never pied. 


¢ POPULATION Abundant: 
numbers in the millions. 


¢ CONSERVATION Dense 
concentrations vulnerable to oil 
spills and other pollution of 
northern seas. Large numbers 
sometimes caught and drowned 
in fishing nets. 


Swift direct flight often with erratic side- 
to-side turns of body. 


Nest Identification 


Lined with available plant material and large amount of down ® on dry ground 
close to water, partially hidden under low vegetation or rocks ® built by female 
Shape -»e <= Location kis Qi e 5-11 olive-buff, greenish yellow, or olive-gray eggs; 2.1 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes differ we Nes | Miration Migratory Weight 2.1 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family ANATIDAE Species Bycephala albeola | ©°8t 13-16 inches | WiP€sPan 20_24 inches 


BUFFLEHEAD > 
‘The name of this large-headed duck, which means buffalo-headed or ox-headed, =@ 
belies the Bufflehead’s agility in flying, swimming, and diving. It 1s the smallest ’ 2 
diving duck, but it is one of the best divers. In flight ee 

the male’s pink legs and feet are bright against white 


large white 4 
underparts, and a white patch crosses the entire patch from << 
inner wing; female shows white in the secondaries eye to large dark 
only. These birds nest only in North America. ee nee ae 
¢ SONG Squeaky whistle and low black back purple gloss 


squealing or growling call. in good light 


In courtship 
makes loud > 
grating or = 
chattering noise. —_— 
Female has a harsh quack, a. l 


éc-ec-ec and buzzy cuc-cuc-cUuc. MALE wast: GE 
e BE 7 ‘ai gale ate pale? body — small bill 
EHAVIOR Can take off 0d) 


directly from water unlike other 
diving ducks. Uses feet to 
swim underwater. Dives in 
groups for safety, leaving 
“lookouts” on surface. 
Eats aquatic insects, 
larvae, snails, small fish, 
and aquatic plant seeds. 
On saltwater eats shrimp 
and other crustaceans, 
shellfish, and snails. Male 
performs head-bobbing 
display in courtship. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 28-33 days by female. Young leave 
nest by jumping out of tree cavity within 1 day of hatching. 
‘Tended by female. First flight at 50-55 days. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common but 
has declined. 
¢ BIRDHOUSES Will use nest 
boxes located near water. 
® CONSERVATION Much less 
numerous now due to 
unrestricted shooting in the 20th 
_ century and loss of habitat. 


Nest Identification ; 
No material added to nest @ will use wooden box placed in tree ¢ 8-10 ivory- 


yellow, light olive-buff, or cream to pale buff eggs; elliptical to oval in shape, 


small white cheek patch 


gray-brown body 


Similar Birds 


HOODED 
MERGANSER 3 
Larger; brown sides; 
spikelike bill; large crest 
that can be fanned or 
lowered. 


RUDDY DUCK oO 
Winter male resembles 
female Bufflehead 

ol ° longer bill and tail; 

large white cheek patch. 


white FEMALE 
underparts 


Flight Pattern 


Swift direct flight with rapid wing beats. 


Shape Pe Location “~ aia b> ig 2 x 1.5 inches. 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Species Bucephala clangula WinesPeh 25-32 inches 


COMMON GOLDENEYE 


In flight, on its whistling wings, the male shows more white —d/ack head with 
plumage than any other North American duck except for the — g7ee” gloss 
Common Merganser. Both sexes exhibit large white wing 
patches in flight. The small ught flocks often fly high. 
e SONG During courtship male has 

grating xee—zeee or zee-zee-ar, resembling black back « 
call of Common Nighthawk. Female 
has abrasive low quack. 


Family ANATIDAE Length 16-20 inches 


dark gray 


bill 


white oval 
Spot in front of 
ee golden eye 


mostly 
white body 


chocolate MALE 


brown head 


a yellow legs 


brownish gray and feet 
body 


yellowish 
white eye 


FEMALE JUVENILE 


Similar Birds 


BARROW’S 

GOLDENEYE 

Male has white crescent 

in front of eye; black 

white patch head with purplish 

on folded wing gloss; black of back 
extends farther down on 

: ; : sides; smaller white 

¢ BEHAVIOR Male makes spectacular courtship display, wing patch in flight © 

throwing its head so that its neck contorts back to rump. Dives Pt, female has more 

to 20 feet to forage for mollusks, crustaceans, insects, and trangular head with 


: more sloping forehead; 
aquatic plants. longer bill with yellow 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. only at tip. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 28-32 days by female. Young may stay 


in nest 1-2 days. First flight at 
Flight Pattern 


6 blackish bill with 
yellow-orange tip 


white collar 


56-62 days. Young tended by 
female but feed themselves. 
1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common. 
Presently stable. 


e BIRDHOUSES Will utilize 
nest boxes. 


Swift direct flight with fast wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Lined with down ® built by female ¢ 5-19 clear pale green or gray-green eggs; 


Shape Be ii elliptical to oval, 1 inch long. 


Location na & bs. ii 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Species Bucephala islandica 


BARROW’S GOLDENEYE 


In summer this puffy-headed duck plays in mountain streams and 


Length 16-20 inches | WiN€sPan 30 inches 


Family ANATIDAE 


rides currents in large rivers. In winter it generally is found on puffy black 

saltwater along the coasts. The forehead rises abruptly from a icon 
: ‘ UTPHSN 

short triangular bill to a crown that appears flattened, and the eee 


nape is puffy. Female bill color varies with season and may be 
mostly dark with a yellow tip in the winter; the amount of 
yellow gradually increases to the point the bill may be 
entirely yellow or have dark 


golden eye 


black of hack extends as bar 
on sides in front of wing 


white 
crescent 
on face 


blac & | 
tail 


MALE 


flight at 56 days. Young tended 
by female but find own food. 1 
a ee ees ee brood per year. 


white spots 
Darin BD : 2 on scapulars 
brown head é FEMALE darker gray- P 
golden . : = brown back 
: eye deh So JUVENILE 
mottling at — 
the base 
when breeding. 
® SONG Makes bw COMMON GOLDENEYE 
-- ees ; Male has large white 
grating croaks. . grayish brown | grayish brown , spot on face, not 
During courtship mottling on breast mottling on sides crescent; more pointed 
male utters kittenlike and flanks head with greenish 
slowed sd : gloss; mostly white 
| squeals and muted grunts. = scapulars, nowsnonred 
| ® BEHAVIOR Flies close to surface of water for some time ¢ female has longer, 
after the running takeoff typical of diving ducks. Not as aati amare? es 
sok Nor re a Le a ae ee ee wee ni yellow restricted to tip; 
| gregarious as many other w aterfowl. Relatively tame. In western more sentiyslened 
¢ ay nest as hl as A eet aDOve Sea level. forehead. 
mountains may nest as high as 10,000 feet above sea level forehead 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 
: IQ ee cian of . 4 
Flight Pattern 28 34 days by female. Young 
| stay in nest 1-2 days. First 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Swift direct flight; wings make e POPULATION Uncommon 
whistling noise. to fairly common. 


Nest Identification 


Up to 50 feet off ground in large tree cavity, rock crevice, or abandoned building; 
also in burrow or on ground under bushes ® built by female ¢ 5-15 pale olive or 


2 aati San 
Shape i eg Location & ay ee 4 blue-green eggs, 2.4 inches long. 


Migration Migratory Weight 2.4 pounds 


Plumage Sexes differ 
DATE ___ _ TIME LOCATION 


Habitat seme Ne 


 ————— 
— 
ee 
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Species Yeryellus albellus |S 14-16 inches | WiNésPan 24 26 inches 


SMEW 


A Eurasian merganser that appears regularly in the aire breast 
central and west Aleutian Islands in the fall, the Smew 
is only rarely seen elsewhere in North America. It is 
much smaller, shorter billed, and more ducklike than 
other mergansers, providing a link between the 

diving ducks and the “sawbills.” No other duck in 
North American waters appears as white as the MALE 
male. Females are smaller than males. 


¢ SONG Usually silent. On breeding 
grounds gives prolonged croak or 
grunt, e77-err-err-umph. 

e BEHAVIOR Eats aquatic 
insects and their 
larvae. Also 
eats fish. 


conspicuous 


black eye patch 


black-and-white 
wings 


chocolate or 
chestnut head and 
hindneck 


white cheeks, 
chin, and 
throat 


LONG-TAILED DUCK 
Male has brown patches 


seen on face; brown breast; 
¢ BREEDING MEDE PATE long spiked black tail ¢ 
Monogamous. female has brownish 


back ¢ winter birds 
appear mostly white on 
water. 


Found in forests 
during breeding season 
nesting in hollows of trees 
on wooded banks of rivers 
and lakes and in swampy 
river valleys. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 
28 days by female. 


HOODED, COMMON, 
AND RED-BREASTED 
MERGANSERS Q 

Larger; ragged crests. 


FEMALE 


Precocial young leave nest 
within 1-2 days of hatching. 
First flight at 65-70 days. 
Young are tended by female. 
1 brood per year. 


@e POPULATION Accidental 
to casual. 


Flight Pattern 


Swift direct flight with rapid wing beats. 
Flies in V or straight line formation. 


Usually placed in hollow of tree near water and lined with down feathers 
plucked from the body of the female * 6-9 cream eggs, 2 x 1.5 inches long. 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Species | gphodytes cucullatus | *©°8h 16-19 inches | W!PSPAN 24 96 inches 


HOODED MERGANSER 
‘The smallest native North American merganser has the largest crest. 
‘The male’s crest is a vertical white fan bordered with black that can j 
be raised and lowered during display. When the crest 1s folded, LJ 
the head appears puffy. Flying birds of both sexes show a 
white wing patch on the secondaries. On water the male’s 
white breast broken by two black lines in front of the 
chestnut sides serves as a good field mark. 


Family AN ATIDAE 


white fan crest 


black head 
¢ SONG Hoarse grunts and chatters. Displaying 
male gives rolling froglike cv7rroo00; sometimes 
utters hollow pop. 

® BEHAVIOR Male raises and lowers 
crest frequently in display. 
Excellent diver. 


blackish 
bill 


black 


neck 


blac 1 4 bac y 4 
and tail 


Uses both dull brownish 


> i pee white breast 
Wings and teet gray head loose rusty crest CACSTHUT SIGES with y) black 
bars 


to swim swiftly 
underwater. Thin, 
serrated bill is 
adapted for taking 
fish, but also feeds 


dull brownish gray body 
with blackish back 


Similar Birds 


RED-BREASTED 
MERGANSER OG 


on crustaceans, f 
aquatic insects, 
other animals, and 
plants. Flies quickly 
into the air off water. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 26-41 days by female. Young leave 
nest within 24 hours of hatching. First flight at about 71 days. 
Young tended by female but 
find own food. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION After past 
decline, now increasing because 
of nest boxes, including those 
intended for Wood Ducks. 

¢ BIRDHOUSES Will nest in 
artificial boxes. 


COMMON 

oem = MERGANSER& 
Red bill; paler and 

graver; larger. 


| BUFFLEHEADO™ 


Lacks chestnut sides. 


@ dark bill with yellowish FEMALE 
lower mandible 


Flight Pattern 


Rapid direct flight with fast wing beats. 


Flies silently and swiftly. 


Wood chips with debris in bottom ¢ 15-20 feet off ground ¢ built by female 


¢ 6-18 white eggs, almost spherical; 2.1 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat see Migration Migratory Weight 45 pounds 


DATE __ 


___ TIME LOCATION 
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Family ANATIDAE Species Yeryns merganser | “M8 22-27 inches | WiN€SPan 31_37 inches 


COMMON MERGANSER 


[Phe Common Merganser is the largest merganser in 
North America. ‘he male’s mostly white body, dark blackish green 
head, and red bill easily distinguish it from the other head with 

. : . . rm. : puffy nape 
mergansers at a distances or in flight. ‘his is the only es I 
merganser in North America in which the female ts 
crested and the male is not. Rik 


back 


slender 
red bill 


@ SONG Male makes harsh croaks; female makes 
loud harsh karr karr: 

e BEHAVIOR Expert diver pursues 
small fish under water. Also 
feeds on mollusks, 


MALE 


crustaceans, aquatic white body 
insects, and some 
plants. In winter 
often stays as far 
north as open water 
will allow. Patters 
across water or land 
to build up speed 
for takeoff. Often 
flies low following 
stream courses. 


chestnut head with 
short ragged crest 


FEMALE gray body 


white 
chin 


® 
BREEDING : clean separation between RED-BREASTED 
Monogamous. Solitary nester. chestnut neck and white Lane —MERGANERE. 
: breast and underparts leet a ae 
e NESTING Incubation ; ; Male has crest; streaked 


28-35 days by female. Young 
remain in nest 1 day or more. First flight at 65-70 days. Young 
tended by female but find own food. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common. Stable in US; may be increasing 


in Europe. 
¢ BIRDHOUSES Will use 
man-made nest boxes. 

"> eh aaa arian ® CONSERVATION Some 
fishermen feel it competes for 
their catches and try to kill 
indiscriminately. 


3 Q reddish breast; gray 
4 ee sides @ female has white 


chin and foreneck. 


Direct flight with rapid wing beats and 
bill, head, body, and tail held in 
straight line. 


| Nest Identification ' abe 
Wood chips or debris @ lined with down, weeds, grasses, and rootlets 


Shape By Od ii Abandoned nests * near water in large tree cavity or in rock crevices or holes ¢ built by female 


© 6-17 light buff or ivory-yellow eggs, 2.6 inches in diameter. 


Location & ix + 38 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


154 e BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


Family ANATIDAE Species Wergus serrator Length 16-26 inches | “i"ESP8M 31_35 inches 


RED-BREASTED MERGANSER 


One of the fastest flying ducks, this species has been pies 
clocked at 100 mph. In flight males show a large white head with 
square on the inner wing; females have white green gloss @ 
secondaries only. Both sexes have a ragged crest. It is rakish 
often seen from the shore along seacoasts In winter. @ crest 
= MALE 


¢ SONG Generally silent. Female makes 
harsh £7v7-Krrr and hoarse croaks. 

Courting male makes 
catlike yeow. | 
6 Narrow 
hooked 
serrated 


red bill 


black upperparts 


streaked 
chestnut breast 


reddish legs : 
to waterline 


and feet 


@ vermiculated gray 
sides and flanks 
rusty brown : 
crest, head, 
and neck 


reddish bille 


grayish brown upperparts 


whitish chin, throat, e—— s=4 
and foreneck 


e BEHAVIOR 

Swift on the wing. FEMALE 

To take off, runs 

with wings flapping 

across either water or land. Dives to forage for animal food. 

Principal diet is fish. Mergansers sometimes form a line to drive 

fish into shallower water to catch them. 

* BREEDING Monogamous. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 29-35 days by female. Young leave nest 
within 1 day of hatching. First 


Flight Pattern flight after 59 days. Young 
| tended by female but find own 


<a . | food. 1 brood per year. 

a e POPULATION Widespread 
and common. Coastal 
wintering habitat vulnerable to 
pollution and oil spills. 


. COMMON MERGANSER 
Vem Male has white 

ar underparts and breast; 
lacks crest 

¢ female has clean-cut 
line between rusty neck 
and white breast. 


Fast direct flight with rapid wing beats. 


a 


Lined with down ® on ground in sheltered spot; sometimes in hollow stump, 
under rocks, or in shallow burrow ® built by female ® sometimes eggs laid in 
nests of Mallard, Gadwall, or Lesser Scaup * 5-16 olive-buff or green-buff eggs, 


2.5 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat po Nan woe Migration Migratory Weight 25 pounds 


DATE _ _TIME_ LOCATION 
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Family ANATIDAE Species Nomonyx dominicus | +8 12-14 inches | W!8SP8" 20 inches 


MASKED DUCK 


A small, tropical duck that rarely wanders to, and even more 
rarely nests in, the southern United States. ‘The Masked Duck 


is usually found in densely vegetated, warm freshwater pools Back fin 

x rus er pa 439 ACK JaCe, Es 
and marshes. ‘This is one of the “stiff-tailed” ducks closely forehead, and a 
related to the common and widespread Ruddy Duck. Both Crown 


sexes show large white patches on the inner wing in flight. 
¢ SONG Courtship calls of co0-coo-coo, 000-000-000, du-du- 
du, kirroo-kirroo. When alarmed male makes loud su7- 
kuroo, often repeated. Female makes henlike 

clucking and hissing noises. 


long spiked 


blackish tail bluish bill 


a rich cinnamon-brown 
body with black mottling 


whitish brown face 
with blackish brown 


brown 


e BEHAVIOR pa lines across cheek : ies 
brown body 

A shy and with buff mottling 

somewhat 


secretive duck that 
hides in the dense 
vegetation in water. 
Dives for food; diet 
consists primarily of 
ati ¢ {MALE awalis : 

aquatic plants, some . FEM Ssinilap Birds 
insects, and crustaceans. Can sink 
slowly into the water. ‘Takeoffs from water are often ? arene 

ane -_ ‘ Male has blackish cap; 
accomplished by first diving beneath the surface and bursting cshisethnel oedeale 
up in flight from below. As with other “stiff tails” often holds has single dark stripe on 
long stiff tail fanned on water or wrenlike over back. cheek ¢ both sexes lack 

white inner wing patch. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 28 days by female. Young tended by 


female but probably find own 
es Flight Pattern 


brown 
neck 


WINTER 
MALE 


food. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Casual to 
rare; local. Does not seem to 
have large populations 
anywhere. Infrequent and 
local nesting in coastal ‘Texas 
and Louisiana. 


Direct flight, often close to water, with 
fast wing beats. 


Fe). ——h aie : . 
ee Nest Identification 


Roofed over, basketball-like ¢ made of reeds and grasses ® sparsely lined with 
down ® among marsh vegetation in shallow water or near water ® built by female 


Shape -es- wy ¢) Location gxx AAA ¢ 4-10 white or buff eggs; subelliptical, 2.5 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes differ Migration Nionmigratory | Weight 12.8 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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SPECIES Qyyura jamaicensis 


Family ANATIDAE 


Length 14 16 inches 


blackish cap 


» reaches below eye 


RUDDY DUCK 


This big-headed chunky duck has a 
long stiff tail that is often cocked and 
fanned forward. Wings are uniform 
in color. In winter males 


‘ Fe 
become gray-brown with a blue ee 
a le ; hill white 
gray bill. In breeding cheeks 
season found in pairs or | =a 


small loose groups on 
freshwater lakes and 
ponds. After nesting, may 
occur in large flocks; in 
winter it can be found on 
| salt bays. 
e SONG Usually silent. 
In courtship male utters 
continual chuck-chuck- 
chuck-chuck-Churrr. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Diving 
duck that can sink slowly 
beneath the surface like 
a grebe. When disturbed 
often swims away 
underwater instead 
of flying away. 
Gray legs and feet 
are placed so far 
beneath the body 
that it cannot walk 
upright. Primary diet 
of vegetable materials. 
Relatively tame. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
® NESTING Incubation 23-26 days by female. Young leave 
| 
| 


whitish belly with 
light brown barring 


white cheek with dark 
brown horizontal streak 


blackish 
gray bill 


brown-gray 


upperparts 


FEMALE pale underparts with 


fine brown barring 


nest within a day of hatching. First flight at 42-48 days. Young 
tended by female but feed themselves. 1 brood per year, 


sometimes 2 in the South. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common to common. Current levels are 
lower than in the past. 


® CONSERVATION 
Reasons for decline unknown, 
but this bird is very tame and 
easily killed by hunters. 
Shallow-water nesting areas 
are subject to draining for 
agriculture and droughts. 


similar in size to those laid by much larger ducks. 


TIME 


LOCATION 


long stiff 
black tail 


rust-red body 


Grasses and cattails © lined with down ¢ in dense marsh vegetation over shallow 
water © sometimes uses abandoned nests ® built by female ¢ 5-17 creamy white 
or nest-stained eggs, 2.5 inches long ® eggs huge compared to body size and 


Wingspan 71_24 inches 


MALE 


: 
WINTER 


PLUMAGE 


Similar Birds 


MASKED DUCK 

Male lacks white cheek 
e female has 2 dark 
lines across face 

¢ population very local. 


CINNAMON TEAL 
Lacks stiff tail and 
white cheeks; large 
pale blue forewing 
patch in flight 

® female lacks line 
through face. 
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Family ACCIPITRIDAE Species Paydion haliaetus \ 8th 21-24 inches | Winespan 54_72 inches 


OSPREY 


A kindred of other diurnal birds of prey, the Osprey is so 
didstinctive it is sometimes placed in it own family. Its large size 
and uniquely curved claws allow the Osprey to carry a large 

fish a considerable distance to feed to its young in the 

nest. Occasionally an eagle dives upon an 

Osprey carrying a fish, forces a release, 
and catches the fish for itself before 
the fish hits the water. 

e SONG Series of loud whistled 

kyews or melodious whistle of 
chewk-chewk-chewk or cheap- 


cheap-cheap. 


mostly 
white head 
dark brown upperparts 
with purplish gloss 
broad 
ey black mark 
oe. through 
75) cheeks and 
es < sides of “neck 


clear white belly 


long tail with 


narrow black bars toes equal in 


length on claws 
curved into 
one-third of a 
circle 


¢ BEHAVIOR Eats mainly fish. Dives into 
water to catch prey from 30-100 feet above 
surface. Holds fish with both feet, stops to shake 
water out of feathers, points fish head forward to 
decrease wind resistance, and carries to perch or to 
feed young. Often flies with distinctive crook or kink 
in wing bent at wrist, which has a black patch. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial or 
solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 32-43 days by both 
sexes; however, female does more, while male 


BALD EAGLE 
Entirely white head and 
tail; crown held flat; 


brings food. Young stay in nest 48-59 days. Fed JUVENILE 

by both p: on rf | Le ; dark underparts and 
y both parents. 1 brood per year. Be ondedtitws + jmnecile 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon inland; fairly common in has entirely dark head 


coastal range. and patchy tannish 


¢ BIRDHOUSES Osprey will build nest on man-made 
cartwheel on pole or on platforms built in marshes. 


¢ CONSERVATION 
Flight Pattern 


Endangered in 1950s because of 
te ae oe 


white underwings. 


chemical pollution (especially 
DDT), but has since made a 
comeback, at least partly by 
transplanting young into areas 
where entire populations had 
been extirpated. 


Deep, slow wing beats alternate with 
glides; sometimes soars on thermals. 


Nest Identification Sticks, sod, cow dung, seaweed, rubbish, and similar material ¢ up to 200 feet 
above ground in dead or live trees near or over water, or atop telephone poles 


Shape ~g Location & r ivs ig or bridges ¢ built by both sexes ¢ Usually 3 white or pinkish eggs marked with 


a brown and olive, 2.4 x 1 inches long. 
“ 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat see ~en Migration Migratory Weight 3.1 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family ACCIPITRIDAE Species (pondrohierax uncinatus | *©°8Y 16 inches Wingspan 34 _37 inches 


HOOK-BILLED KITE 
A native of South and Central America, this large kite 
sometimes makes its way to southern ‘Texas. A heap of 
broken snail shells under a tree is a telltale sign of a 
nest or habitual perch in the branches above. A 

black morph exists, but it has not been seen in 

the United States. Males are slate-gray 
overall and have white eyes, which can 
be seen at close range. Females are 
brown with a barred reddish collar 


and reddish underparts with 
white barring. Juveniles have 
whitish underparts with 
brown barring, a white 
coliar, and brown eyes. 

e SONG Gives a 
musical, oriole-like 

2-3 note whistle. 
Screams and chatters 
when disturbed, wes 
keh-eh-eh-eh-eh-eh-eh-eh. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Diet 
consists primarily of 
various types of snails, 
but it also eats frogs, 
salamanders, and insects. 
Its flight is distinctively 
floppy and loose, and the 
bird holds its paddle-shaped 
wings slightly raised and 
pushed forward. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
® NESTING Incubation by 
both sexes. Semiualtricial 
young remain in nest 

35-45 days and are fed by 
both sexes. 1 brood per year. 
® POPULATION Uncommon. 


Flight Pattern 


Distinctly loose floppy flight. Soars on 


thermals and updrafts. 


a = 


Nest Identification 


___ TIME 


large heavy 
bill with 


long hook 


Habitat vw 99 Oe 


slate-gray \ 


MALE 


—e heavily barred 
underparts, including 
underwings 


banded tail 


barred reddish 
collar 


LTOWN 


» overall 


ZONE-TAILED HAWK 
Larger; wings not 
paddle-shaped and are 
held in a dihedral while 


reddish e 


underparts = : 

: . in flight; lacks barring 
with white 
pene on underparts. 

HS 


CRANE HAWK 
Larger; narrower 


blackish underwings; 
underparts lack barring; 
bright orange-red legs. 


FEMALE 


Found in the US only in the 
lower Rio Grande Valley of 
southeastern Texas. 

¢ CONSERVATION Some 
decline in the tropics; West 
Indies population endangered. 


Dead twigs ® built by both sexes ¢ 2-3 buff-white eggs marked with reddish 


brown, 1.8 inches long. 


Migration Nionmigratory | Wel8ht 9.8 ounces 


_ LOCATION 
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Family ACCIPITRIDAE Species 7 /anoides forficatus | “©°8tM 19_25 inches | WinésPan 45_50 inches 


SWALLOW-TAILED KITE 
Flying swiftly with its wings cleaving the air and 
its forked tail opening and closing like scissors, 
the Swallow-tailed Kite is a breathtaking sight. 
The largest of the North American kites, this 
bird resembles a huge Barn Swallow. ‘The 
black upperparts contrast sharply with the 
white head and underparts. Never taking 
time to hover, it will drop down to skim the 
surface of water to bathe or drink and then 
swoop suddenly up over the treetops. A 
tropical species that in North America 

is normally found only in the emma 
southeast in the spring and head and hind, 
summer, during spring migration neck 
individuals may “overshoot” 
and appear as far north as 

New England. black 
¢ SONG Utters shrill ee” 
ce-ce or pee-pee-pee. When 
several fly together they 
make sweet shrill cries of 
peat, peat, peat; klee, klee, 

kee; or soft whistles. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Forms flocks 
in winter or migration. 
Catches and eats food while 
flying. Feeds on insects such as 
bees, dragonflies, crickets, 
cicadas, and beetles. Also 
consumes small snakes, lizards, 
frogs, and small birds, which 
often are taken from the treetops. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
Forms loose colonies. 


e NESTING Incubation 24—28 days by 
both sexes, but mostly by female. Semialtricial 
young stay in nest 36-42 days. Fed by both sexes. 


Probably only 1 brood per year. 
Flight Pattern 


long pointed wings 
below with black flight 
feathers and white 
wing linings 


snow-white 
underparts 


15—16-inch-long 
black tail with 
deep fork 


dark brown 
to red eyes 


Similar Birds 


MISSISSIPPI KITE 
Slightly notched black 


tail; gray underparts 
and head. 


¢ POPULATION Common. 

¢ CONSERVATION Listed as 
endangered in South Carolina. 
Disappeared from many areas in 
early 20th century. Population 
now apparently stable and 
slowly expanding range. 


Buoyant flight with deep slow wing beats 
and glides; a master at soring on thermals 
and updrafts. 


Sticks, twigs, moss, and pine needles ® lined with leaves and lichen 
© usually in treetop, 60-130 feet above ground, concealed by thick 
foliage © built by both sexes ¢ 2-3 white or creamy white eggs marked 
with brown, sometimes lavender, often concentrated at end; elliptical 


Shape ~@ Location @ gy, 
j to short subelliptical, 1.8 x 1.25 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat 9,¢ ee yx Migration Migratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Nest Identification 


Weight 15.6 ounces 
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Family ACCIPITRIDAE Species Banus Jeucurus Length 1517 inches | Wingspan 40_42 inches 


WHITE-TAILED KITE | i. | 


Sometimes called the white hawk, 


the White-tailed Kite soars and glides orange t0 @—_. | " 
like a small gull. When seen from a reddish > sa 


distance, this gregarious bird appears brown eyes black bil 
completely white. Previously called 

the Black-shouldered Kite, the white 

linings of the underwing are broken pale gray 
distally by a black “thumb” mark on = “PPerparts 
the wrist. It is the only North 
American kite to hover while 
hunting, with tail down and often 
with legs dangling, over savanna, 
riparian woodland, marshes, grassy 
foothills, or the cultivated fields it 
searches for food. It 1s a master at 
soaring on thermals and glides long 
distances after reaching 
considerable heights. Juveniles’ 
underparts and head are lightly 
streaked with rufous. 

e SONG Brief whistled seep, 
keep, keep. 

® BEHAVIOR Active 
hunter. Pauses to hover 
and study ground 
before swooping on 
prey. Eats voles, field 


black patch 
on shoulders 


white 
underparts 


buff-yellow 
feet and legs 


mice, pocket ; ot ——— Jong white tail 
gophers, ground ri /} 
squirrels, shrews, small birds, “T4 


small snakes, lizards, frogs, 

grasshoppers, crickets, and beetles. Often roosts communally. 
MISSISSIPPI KITE 
Lacks black shoulders 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Nests built close together, 


sometimes in loose colonies. pA and black “thumb” 
¢ NESTING Incubation 30 days by female. Young stay in mark under wing, ‘has 


black tail. 


nest 35—40 days. Fed by both sexes. Male hunts for food and 
drives away crows and other hawks. Up to 2 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common but 

Flight Pattern local. Expanded in last half of 

20th century. 

® CONSERVATION Some 

concern about the spraying of 

ae ) a pesticides and insecticides in 

Hunts by flying slowly, gracefully, gull- : . 

like, with slow measured deep wing beats. open environments frequented 

Soars on thermals and updrafts. by this species. 


Nest Identification 


Shape pg Location by & 


Sticks and twigs @ lined with grasses, dry stubble, weed stems, and rootlets ¢ 
in oaks, cottonwood, or eucalyptus, about 15-60 feet above ground ¢ built by 
both sexes ® 3-6 white eggs, heavily blotched with rich brown; ovate to oval, 
1.7 x 1.3 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat © see ue Migration Nonmigratory | “e'&t Undetermined 


DATE __ TIME LOCATION 
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Family ACCIPITRIDAE Species Rostrhamus sociabilis | “€"8th 16-18 inches | WinesPan 45 inches 


SNAIL KITE 

Also known as the Everglades Kite, this 
resident of subtropical freshwater marshes 

has one of the most specialized diets of all 

birds. It eats only snails of the genus 

Pomacea, also called the green or apple 

snail, which lays its tiny white eggs on 

plant stems a few inches above water. 

This gregarious bird flies slowly up to 

30 feet above the marshes while 

hunting, always keeping its bill 

pointed downward in search of dark blue- 
freshwater snails. In flight the white Pan Gaara 
tail with broad dark tip is easily seen. 
The juvenile looks like the female 
but is heavily streaked below. 


broad dark 
distal band and 
NATTOM gray 
terminal band 


white tail 
COvETTS 


x See ‘ * Reap extremely hooked 
e SONG Greeting call is grating iin lack bill with 


kor-ee-ee-a, koree-a. Vf disturbed at reddish base 
nest, alarm call is cackling notes 

resembling those of Osprey. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Glides slow and 

low over marsh, dropping to pick up 

snail with one foot; flies to perch and 

uses bill to extract snail from 

shell. Roosts communally on wie woe 
low bushes often over water. cach eye @ 
¢ BREEDING When courting, P. 
flies high and then dives 
repeatedly in short sudden 


/ 
dips with wings folded. Loose white chin & 
and cheeks 


long bright 
orange or red legs 


MALE 


colonies or solitary nester. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 
26-30 days by both sexes. 
Semialtricial young stay 1n nest Wek 
23-28 days, tended by one parent or brown 
the other. 1 brood per year; often FEMALE overall 
2 when food abundant. 
¢ POPULATION Rare to uncommon. Local. 

® CONSERVATION Florida 

Flight Pattern population endangered. 

Droughts and man-made canals 
have drained marshes, reducing 
snail population. Widespread in 


NORTHERN HARRIER Oo 
White patch on rump, 
not on tail; narrower 


pointed wings tn flight, 
not paddle-shaped, and 
held above back in 

dihedral. 


tropics, but vulnerable to 
Flies on slow shallow wing beats habitat loss. 
interrupted by short glides. 


Nest Identification Green or dry sticks and leafy twigs ¢ 3-9 feet above ground in low tree or 


hammock of marsh grass ® built by both sexes, but male does most of work 


e 2-4 white eggs, sometimes marked with brown; oblong, oval, or short 


Shape pion Location ac 


subelliptical, 1.7 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes differ Migration Nonmigratory | Wel€"t 13.3 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family ACCIPITRIDAE Species [yinig mississippiensis | “©°8M 13-17 inches | W!98SP8N 34 37 inches 


eA E 
7 wr ONE & 
MISSISSIPPI KITE <7 
. Sy iene eee | 
Far from shy, the Mississippi Kite has deep red eyes | 
| 
flying around horseback riders and pale inode ae raReen 
cattle to catch insects. ‘This bird is head 


not territorial; several might perch 
together in trees, even during 
nesting season. They also gather 
at communal perches and 
foraging areas, and often soar 
communally while hunting 
insects. As many as 20 birds 
have been recorded following a 
herd of livestock for flushed 
insects. The Mississippi Kite 
never hovers and has a smooth 
graceful flight with its white 
secondary feathers showing. 

e SONG Usually silent. 

Has alarm call of whistled 
kee-e-¢. Also whistles phee- 

phew, phee-phew, 

resembling that of 

Osprey. 

e BEHAVIOR 

Gracefully catches large 
| 

| 


gray overall 


yellow to red legs 


been seen chasing bats into caves and 


flying insects, often 
eating them in midair. 
Hunts with flock. 

¢ BREEDING 
Monogamous. Colonial. 
Little courtship activity 
occurs on the US 
breeding grounds as the 
birds are already paired 
when they return from 
wintering in the neotropics. 


WHITE-TAILED KITE 
P Lighter tail; black 
#27) ~~ shoulder patches; 
black “thumb” mark 
under wing. 


NORTHERN 
HARRIER ro) 

Male hovers and is 
larger; dark secondary 
feathers; white rump 
patch; facial disk. 


solid black tail 


¢ NESTING Incubation 31-32 days by both sexes. Young 

remain in nest 34 days, fed by 
both sexes. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common to 
fairly common. Expanding 
range, particularly west of the 
Mississippi River. Regularly 
strays as far north as the 
southern Great Lakes region. 


Flight Pattern 


Buoyant flight with steady wingbeats; 


sometimes alternates several wing strokes 


with short to long glides. 


Nest Identification Sticks and twigs @ lined with green leaves and Spanish moss (where available) 
® in upper branches, small forks, and occasionally on horizontal lines, 
A 30—135 feer -; 1e e j 7 ~yec @ 13 j j thi 
Shape ew, Location é: 30-135 feet above ground ® built by both sexes ¢ 1-3 white or bluish white 
+ 


eggs, unmarked or faintly spotted, often nest-stained. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat oop 9.@ @ ve uu | Migration Migratory Weight 12.6 ounces 


DATE ___ ___ TIME ; LOCATION 
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BALD EAGLE 


The national bird of the United States has 


an awe-inspiring wingspan and striking sripea thie —. 

s : PAD ANd NCR 
white head and tail that make adults easy es a Briche 
to identify. Big concentrations of these ee yellow eves 


huge birds can be seen perched in 
trees and resting on sandbars when 
salmon run in rivers of the 
Northwest. Juveniles can be 
recognized by their large size; 

dark brown head, tail, and 
body; mottled white patches 
on underwings and 
underparts; grayish eyes; 
and light yellow feet. 

¢ SONG Both sexes utter 
gull-like squealing cackle 
of kleek-kik-tk-ik-ik OF 
lower kak-kak-kak. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Hunts 
for prey, primarily 
fish, especially in 
breeding season. 
Sometimes steals 

fish from Ospreys. 
Also eats carrion 

and injured or 


massive yellow 
bill and cere 


dark brown body 


GOLDEN EAGLE 
Similar to juvenile 

e adult has less massive 
bill; less blotchy white 
on underwings and 
underparts; golden 
feathers on head 

e juvenile has distinct 


crippled white patches at base of 
or ‘ ; i ies and base of 
waterfowl, squirrels, omhity tae yellow feet PES ue 
ih; d derais white tail and Tore ; tail; smaller head and 
rabbits,and muskrats. al bill; feathered legs. 
e ; , As air fi 
s BREEDING Monogamous; thought to pair for Ginn nenteieen Haein 
life. Solitary nester. Adult has long wedge- 
¢ NESTING Incubation 31-46 days by both sexes. Semialtricial pn “4 ie wee white 
: ma Pike. < ‘ . thighs and shoulders 
, ATT : tO) dawe : re = baa 
young stay in nest 70-98 days until first flight. Fed by both » ineeuilehas lone 
sexes. | brood per year. wedge-shaped white 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common to common but local outside ethical 


® Alaskan range. 


Florida and Alaska. 


¢ CONSERVATION Protected by national wildlife refuges and 

legally with heavy fines. Made 
Flight Pattern great comeback, especially in the 

United States, since the 1970s 

with widescale restoration 

programs, and the banning of 

DDT and other chemical 

Several deep wing beats alternate with NNEC p 

long glides; often flies direct with deep pollutants. loved Irom 

steady wing beats. Also soars on thermals. | endangered status to threatened. 


Nest Identification ; or Taree 
5 ificati Made of large sticks and vegetation @ deeply lined with fine material ¢ in fork 


of tall tree or on ledge, 30-60 feet above ground ® built by both sexes @ 2 bluish 


Shape 22 Location & iv’ a wes | White or dull white eggs, often nest-stained; 3 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat mee ~ee Migration Migratory Weight 9.1 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


164 © BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


Family ACCIPITRIDAE Species Hy/igcetus albicilla \+©°8h 31-40 inches | Wingspan 6_8 feet 


WHITE-TAILED EAGLE 

Sometimes referred to as an erne, the White-tailed Eagle is 
the fourth-largest eagle in the world and ts only a little smaller 
than Steller’s Sea-Eagle. Birdwatchers in North America 
sometimes can spy this native of Eurasia and Greenland on 
the Aleutian Island Attu, where it has nested, or on other 
Aleutian Islands. Eastern records of its appearance 
exist from just after the turn of the 20th century 
along the north Atlantic Coast. Juveniles 

have darker plumage than adults and a 

mottled white base of the tail. 

e SONG Barking calls with head 

thrown up and back, &rick-krick- pale brown 
krick or grah-grah-grah. @ head 

e BEHAVIOR Hunts fish 
by snatching them from 
the water’s surface. 
Sometimes steals from 


Pls 


——e slightly wedge- 
shaped white tail 


gulls; also eats young ‘allies 
culls, ducks, bill 
euillemots, alcids, 
seals, rabbits, 
rodents, and carrion. 
Found near 
seacoasts and rivers. 


Ne dark undertail 
COVETTS 


bare tarsus @ 


BALD EAGLE 
White undertail coverts; 


JUVENILE 


white head @ juvenile 

has darker underwing; 
darker tail lacks wedge 
shape and narrow dark 


terminal band. 


® BREEDING Monogamous; thought to pair for life. Solitary 
nester. Males fight in flight over mate. 

® NESTING Incubation 35-45 days by female. Semialtricial 
young initially fed by male then 
fed by both sexes. First flight at 
70 days. 1 brood per year. 

imo A) ¢ POPULATION Accidental 
a to casual primarily on Attu and 


y 


y : - a : Bix . . 
a other Aleutians. Declining. 
Heavy flight with strong deep steady wing ~ eee a het ? : 
beats; sometimes alternates with short to ¢ CONSERVATION Declined 
long glides: soars on thermals. over 20th century. 


Nest Identification 


Made of sticks, grasses, seaweed, and bones of prey ® in large trees, usually 


conifers, often 60 feet above ground or on rocky ledges or even a hammock 


when trees are unavailable ¢ 1-3 dull white eggs. 


Shape p Location s £ 
Bie N3 
Reo 


| Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat eee ww Nea LL ae | Migration \fost do not migrate | We'8"t 8.8 pounds 


DATE - TIME____ LOCATION 
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Family AGCIPITRIDAE Species Cirrus cyaneus Length 16-24 inches | WiM8SP8n 38_48 inches 


NORTHERN HARRIER 


Its owl-like facial disk and white rump patch, which is 
prominent in flight, set the Northern Harrier apart 

from all other North American falconiformes. — g,yy 

Males take several years to acquire their gray- upperparts e 
plumaged upperparts. ‘heir wings are long 
with black-tipped trailing edges, and the 
outermost four or five primaries are black. 

e SONG Shrill calls 4e4, heh, kek or keee, 

keee, keee, especially around the nest. 

e BEHAVIOR Hunts using low slow 

flight that consists of alternately 

flapping and gliding with the wings pjack wing 
held in a shallow V above the back. ‘ps and 
Often quarters back and forth over S@covdary 
low vegetation and can turn and an 
drop rapidly on prey that it may 
detect initially by sound. Feeds 
on small mammals, especially 
rodents up to the size of a small 
rabbit, frogs, snakes, small birds, 
carrion, and large insects. 
Sometimes hunts the edges of 
grass fires to capture prey driven 
out by the flames. Courtship flight 
of males is thrillingly acrobatic. 


chestnut 
Spotting on 
throat and breast 


MALE 


Ne whitish 


underparts 


» very long tail 


JUVENILE 


¢ BREEDING Some pairs Haeiar 

monogamous; some males are feathers 

polygamous with up to 3 around face 

mates. Solitary nester, Both — Nc EGESD 
sexes very vocal with high- upperparts HAWK 

pitched screams when Base of tail (not rump) 
defending nest. FEMALE white; broad blackish 


subterminal band on 


e NESTING Incubation 
31-32 days by female. Semi- 
altricial young stay in nest 
30-35 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year.4 
¢ POPULATION Common but declining. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Populations have declined 
everywhere on its breeding 
range because of the loss of 
marshland habitat as well as 
pesticides. Formerly, many were 
Several deep wing beats alternate lost to shooting. 

with glides. 


, Nest Identification 


Shape #& <= Location tts 


tail © does not course 
low over fields but 
hunts from perch or 
by hovering. 


Flight Pattern 


Sucks and grass lined with fine material * usually placed on the ground @ may 
be 5 feet above water or marshy terrain ® built by both sexes, but female does 
most construction @ 3—9 bluish white eggs, sometimes spotted with brown, 
1.8 inches long. 


| Plumage Sexes differ | Habitat Migration Some migrate | Welt 12.6 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family ACCIPITRIDAE Species Avcipiter striatus Length 10-14 inches | Wingspan 20_28 inches 


SHARP-SHINNED HAWK 


A territorial bird, the Sharp-shinned Hawk 
occasionally strikes humans in defense of 
its nest. Its name describes its flattened, 
thin tarsus or shank. This is the smallest 
of the North American accipiters; the 
female is larger than the male. ‘The 
head and neck seem small for its 
long, slender body. Its long tail 

has three to four narrow black 
crossbars, and is squared 

or notched on the tip. 
Juveniles have brown 
upperparts and white 
underparts with heavy 

brown streaking. 

¢ SONG When disturbed 
utters kek-kek-kek or kik-kik- whine 
kik. Call is melancholy cry. undertail 
¢ BEHAVIOR Eats mostly = 4” 
small birds, including 

songbirds, taken off ground 
or twigs, or in air. Also eats ee 
small mammals (including with “sharp 
bats), reptiles, grasshoppers, — shins” 
and other larger insects. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
Solitary nester. 

° NESTING Incubation sgyare or 
32-35 days by female. slightly 
Semialtricial young stay forked 
in nest 23-27 days. Fed ae 
by both sexes. 1 brood 

per year. 

* POPULATION Common 

to fairly common. 


e FEEDERS Often attracted 
to concentrations of small birds 


Flight Pattern 


—e finely streaked 
red-brown throat 


blue-gray 
upperparts red-brown bars 
across chest and 


belly 


COOPER’S HAWK 
Rounded tail; larger 
RS¥ =6(but female Sharp- 


shinned approach male 
Cooper's in size); larger 
head; more contrast 
between black crown 
and face; wide white 
band on tip of tail (can 
be tricky because of 
feather wear); 
sometimes lightly 
streaked undertail 
covets. 


© NATTO™ 
white tip 
on tail 


at bird feeders, especially 

in winter. 

© CONSERVATION Decline 
during 1950s through 1970s due 
to pesticides and heavy metal 
pollutants in environment. 
Some comeback in 1980s but is 
perhaps declining again. 


More buoyant flight than other 
accipiters with several rapid wing beats 


between glides. 


Nest Identification 


Shape gg <> Location gy & 


Made of sticks and twigs ® lined with strips of bark, grass, and coniferous 
needles © sometimes in deciduous trees but usually conifers, 10-60 feet 
above ground, next to trunk ¢ 4-5 white or bluish eggs marked with browns, 


1.5 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | “abitat egg 9.¢ @ Migration Some migrate | We'&Mt 3.6 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family ACCIPITRIDAE Species Arciniter cooperii | L€M8th 14-21 inches | W'N8SP@ 27_36 inches 


COOPER’S HAWK 


‘The bird most likely to steal poultry off farms, Cooper’s 
Hawk is the true chicken hawk that small family farmers 
have called the Blue Darter. It is named after William 
Cooper, who was the first person to collect one of 
these birds and have it identified. Like most 
hawks, the juvenile has heavily streaked 
underparts and brown upperparts, 

whereas adults show blue-gray 
upperparts. Females are larger 
than males, and both show a 
blue-gray back. In flight the 
long tail appears rounded. 

e SONG Alarm call is 
kac-kac-kac or kuck, 
kuck kuck, kuck. 

¢ BEHAVIOR 
‘Territorial; will 


JUVENILE 


rounded tail 
with dark bars 
and a white 
white undertail band on tip 
COveTTS 


dark gray or 
black on top 
of head 
deep red to 

yellow eyes @ 


yellow cere 


yellow legs 
and feet 


reddish bars 
across breast 


and belly 


not allow 
similar Sharp- 
shinned Hawk in same 

woodland. Attacks poultry, other birds, small mammals, and 
takes songbirds out of nest. Occasionally eats fish. Sometimes 
carries prey to water and kills it by drowning. Hunts by waiting 
in ambush or by dashing in swift low flight through wooded lot; 
surprises prey and catches it with talons. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

e NESTING Incubation 32-36 days by both sexes, but more by 
female. Semialtricial young stay in nest 27-34 days, fed by both 
sexes. | brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon 
to rare. Steadily increasing after 
bottoming out in 1970s. 
¢ CONSERVATION Decline 
in mid-20th century principally 
due to pesticides. Stable or 
increasing in most areas. 


SHARP-SHINNED HAWK 
Shorter tail with 
notched or squared end; 
smaller head; less 
contrast between back 
and crown; narrower 
white band at up of tail 
# male much smaller, 
but female similar in 
size to male Cooper’s. 


Flight Pattern 


Rapid wing beats followed by short glide; 
often circles in flight on thermals. 


Sticks and twigs ® lined with chips, outer bark strips, and occasionally green 
conifer needles ¢ in crotch of conifer near trunk or in deciduous tree, 10-60 feet 
above ground ® built by both sexes, but male does more @ 4-5 bluish white or 
greenish white eggs, spotted with browns and usually nest-stained; elliptical to 
subelliptical, 1.5 inches long. 


| Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ae @, Migration Some migrate | We'8ht 12.3 ounces 


Shape a Location gy, & 


| DATE 


| 


TIME 


LOCATION 
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Family ACCIPITRIDAE Species 4 rripiter gentilis Length 1927 inches | WiN8sPan 40_47 inches 


NORTHERN GOSHAWK 


black 
An agile and proficient flier, the pies white e— OWN 
T ‘ ° ~ . WEDT' r/o) Ver x 
Northern Goshawk its not afraid to a ee 
at each eye widens 
catch prey near humans when it ts posteriorly Ny 


hungry. This bold hawk has been 

known to attack duck decoys. It 

appears pale gray at a distance, and 

in flight the shorter tail and 

longer, broad wings (for an 

accipiter) give the superticial 

appearance of a Red-tailed 

Hawk. The female is the 

larger and dominant partner 

in a pair. ata a 
IG 

¢ SONG Alarm call is 

harsher and deeper than 

Cooper’s Hawk, hac-kac-kac 

or kuk, kuk, kuk. Female 

utters high-pitched 

melancholy whine, £ee-a-a/, 

reminiscent of the Red- 

shouldered Hawk. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Eats 

snowshoe hare, lemmings, 

and grouse; migrates south in 

irruptive numbers when their 

prey populations crash. Also eats 

small to medium mammals, large 


and small birds (including ducks long rounded 
10 We dge- 


shaped tail 


\ 
» wedge-shaped 
black postocular 
Stripe 


\ orange-red eyes 


white underparts 
with gray mottling 


relatively 
long rounded 


WINgs 


JUVENILE 


a Huffy white 
undertail coverts 
and crows), and some large insects. 
Dives and kills prey on ground or in 
air with deadly grip of talons. Female 
very defensive of nest site to the point 


‘ < ; . : COOPER’S HAWK 
of attacking intruders, including humans. 


Shorter wings; longer 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. tail; darker blue-gray 
| ¢ NESTING Incubation 36-42 days by both sexes, but female mien 
does more. Semialtricial young stay in nest 41-43 days. Fed by 
both sexes. First flight at 45 days. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon 

to rare. 
| ¢ CONSERVATION 

Expanding range. Possible 
| increase in the Northeast during 
recent decades. Southwestern 


Several strong rapid wing beats mountain populations may be 
interspersed with glides; soars on thermals. ; 


rusty underparts. 


threatened by loss of habitat. 


Nest Identification Sticks and twigs ¢ lined with bark strips, evergreen sprigs, grass, and feathers 
¢ in fork of branch or trunk of tree, 20—75 feet above ground ¢ built by both 


Shape po Location @& gp. 
wm 


| sexes, but male does more @ 3—4 bluish or off-white eggs, occasionally nest- 


stained or spotted with brown; slightly elongate elliptical or oval, 2.3 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | “abitat eee 9.¢ Migration \figratory Weight 2 () pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family ACCIPITRIDAE Species Geranospiza cacrulescens | *°%8h 18-21 inches 


CRANE HAWK 


‘This small-headed hawk is usually 
seen in forested areas near water. 
The Crane Hawk soars for only black bill ck. 
short periods of time, and its and gray cere 
floppy wing beats are distinctive. 
‘This slate-gray hawk ts distinctive 
on the wing with two white tail 
bands, blackish underwings, and a 
white crescent across the outer 
primaries. Juveniles are lighter 
gray with pale buff mottling on 
the chest, belly, and thighs. 
¢ SONG Clear loud 
whistle, wheco-wheecoo, or 
thin sweeewur, During 


Wingspan 3641 inches 


—_—e orange-red 
i) red eyes 


bla kish 


slate overall 


wavy white lines 
. on undertail 
interactions a series of coverts. lower 
deep low whistles, belly, and thighs 


broad 
rounded wings 


——e /ong bright 


woop-woo0p whoooou 
orange-red legs 


whoooou whooou. 

e BEHAVIOR Perches in 
trees. Uses its long legs to 
reach into the crevices of 
trunks, tree holes, and : 
bromeliads while flapping — : 


COMMON 
BLACK-HAWK 
Stockier body; broader 


wings for balance; extracts 
lizards, frogs, insects, 
nestling birds, and small i ; 
rodents. Often stands with Bue Spuatee 10 
: ; slightly rounded 
body horizontal above straight hiackish tail with 


wings lack white 


crescent in primaries; 


short fan-shaped tail 
with single broad white 


legs. white tip band and narrow white 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 2 broad white terminal band; yellow 
waa . oo ; bands below legs and cere. 
¢ NESTING Breeding biology Sy pe 
5 5: broader basal HOOK-BILLED KITE Oo 

poorly known; incubation by female band ar eee 

ie i ~5 so Smaller; broader wings 
estimated at 32-36 days. Young miwhite harass 
semialtricial, brooded by female; stay in nest estimated primaries; barred 
27-35 days; fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. underpants, 


© POPULATION The Crane Hawk is an uncommon and local 
resident in subtropical and 
tropical America. It has occurred 
once in the US at the Santa Ana 
National Wildlife Refuge in 
southeastern Texas. 
e CONSERVATION Many 
hawks are still killed by people 
in Latin American countries. 


Loose floppy wing beats alternated 
with glides. 


Nest Identification 


Sticks lined with leaves © in trees in middle to upper levels ¢ 2 unmarked 


white eggs. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitatee @ ye see oe Migration \/onmigratory | Wel8%t 11.9 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family ACCIPITRIDAE 


GRAY HAWK 


This stout little hawk is an uncommon and local resident of 
low-lying woodlands along streams in south ‘Texas and a 
summer visitor to Arizona. It is not an accipiter as formerly 
thought but actually a small buteolike hawk. Juveniles are 
rusty or sooty brown with brown-streaked pale to buff 
underparts and have narrow dusky bars on the tail. In 
flight adults show whitish underparts with gray 
barring, rounded wing tps, a black tail with 
numerous white bands, and a white rump. 

e SONG Loud descending mournful 

whistles, often in series of 3-7, 
wheeeooo; plaintive cree-ce-ee. 

e BEHAVIOR Often perches 
conspicuously on roadside 
utility poles, wires, posts, 
and trees. Darts to ground 
for swift-running lizards. 
Picks up prey in talons. 
Also eats snakes, 
rabbits, small 
rodents, some 
birds, fish, 
and beetles. 


a a 


Species 4 styrina n _ | Length 16-18 inches 


Tas 
ida 


Wingspan 32_38 inches 


yellow 
Cre 


JUVENILE 


whitish 
underparts with 
gray barring 


—e yellow legs and feet 


white rump 


BROAD-WINGED HAWK 
Barred reddish 

broad black-and- é underparts, including 
white bands on tail = underwing linings, dark 
r trailing border of wing, 
and pointed wing tips; 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Lacks nite ee 
¢ NESTING Incubation 32 days by both sexes. Semialtricial 
young stay with female in nest 
; 2 av Nale 1 > 
ich: Potiem 30 days. Male brings food for 
first 14 days. ‘Then both parents 
feed. 1 brood per year. 


@ POPULATION Casuai to 
rare. No more than 50 pairs 
Graceful buoyant flap-and-glide flight; known north of Mexico, but 
soars often but not to great heights. species is widespread in tropics. 


bir ee oe pe i " j 
a = Nest Identification Green twigs and sticks @ lined with green leaves * 40-60 feet above ground 
concealed in treetops, especially sycamore or cottonwood ¢ built by both sexes 
‘ @ 2-3 white is thite e - ce ark 7 Riel peacsy . 
Location & 2-3 white to bluish white eggs, seldom marked (brown marks when present) 


but often nest-stained, 2 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat egg 9¢ Uo Migration Some migrate | “el8ht Undetermined 
g 


> 


Shape pe 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family ACCIPITRIDAE | SP&°l€S Bureogallus anthracinus Length 20_23 inches | Wingspan 4850 inches 


COMMON BLACK-HAWK 
‘The Common Black-Hawk is chunky, 


gentle, and lethargic, except while 
nesting, when it will often 
plunge from great heights and 
snap off dead branches from 
trees during flight. ‘They 
most frequently use 
large cottonwood 
trees in riparian 
stands along rivers 
as nest sites. hese 
birds will abandon 24d white 

i . band across 
nest sites if there is middle of short 
too much human mostly black tail 
disturbance. In x 
flight adults 
appear black with 
a single broad 


—_—e white spotting on base 
of outer primaries 


Sooty black 
plumage 


~e bright 
yellow cere 


white tail band, a bright 

narrow white eiues pala 
. . . and legs 

terminal tip on the upped tail 


very short fan-shaped 

tail, and a small white 

patch at the base of the 

outer primaries. Juveniles have a 
buff head and underparts and black-and-white bands on the tail. 


wide wings 


BLACK VULTURE 
the A . : , : Larger whitish patch at 
¢ SONG Often calls when soaring and in display during 


breeding season. A triple-note ascending whistle and a drawn- 
out squealing ka-a-a-ah, ka-a-a-ah. 


“3 base of primaries; lacks 
white bands on tail; 


grayish white feet, legs, 
and bill. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Sits on open perch or walks on ground watching 
for fish and crabs washed up on sandbars. Eats frogs, fish, crabs, 
reptiles, small mammals, insects, and occasionally other birds. 
Soars often, especially in midday. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 34 days by both sexes. Semialtricial 
young remain in nest 42-49 days, then move to nearby trees 
where parents continue to feed for another 35-42 days. 1 brood 


per year. 
Flight Pattern 


e POPULATION Rare, local. 
Cony eae Oo We 


ZONE-TAILED HAWK 
Narrower 2-toned wings 
with dark wing linings 
and barred silver-gray 
flight feathers; wings 
held in dihedral; more 
tail bands; less yellow- 
orange under eyes. 


© CONSERVATION Declining 
in North America, with an 
estimated 250 pairs remaining. 
Vulnerable to disturbance and 
loss of habitat. 


Soars on thermals; deep steady and fairly 
slow wing beats alternate with short to 
long glides. 


Nest Identification | 
| Dry sticks and mistletoe @ in crotch of tree, usually cottonwood, sycamore, or 
| 


large mesquite, 15-100 feet above ground ® built by both sexes ® 1-3 white eggs 


Shape po Location & sometimes marked with brown; short ovate or nearly oval, 2.3 inches long. 


| Plumage Sexes similar Migration Some migrate | Wel8"t 1.6 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family ACCIPITRIDAE Speci€S Parahuteo unicinctus 


HARRIS’S HAWK 


Named after a friend of John James Audubon, Edward 
Harris, Harris’s Hawk is rather tame. This dark sooty 
brown hawk has beautiful markings, including rufous- 
chestnut shoulders, underwing linings, and thighs, 

and a boldly marked black-and-white tail set off 

by a white rump and white tail coverts. Once 
called the Bay-winged Hawk, the juvenile 
has streaked underparts, a white rump, 

and rusty shoulders not as deeply 
colored as those of the adult. 

¢ SONG Loud harsh nasal 
screams of jaaahrr, sounding 
similar to a Barn Owl. 
® BEHAVIOR Often 
perches conspicuously 
near roads on utility 


Length 17_24 inches | WiN8SP@N 46 inches 


yellow cere 


rufous-chestnut 
shoulders 


dark SOOLY 
brown overall 


rufous-chestnut 
thighs 


white bands 
on tail base 
and tip 


Ve llow legs 
and feet 


JUVENILE 
poles, fence posts, and trees. Hunts actively with low quartering 
flight similar to that of a Northern Harrier, or with rapid dashes 


like an accipiter. Gregarious; hunts cooperatively in small RED-SHOULDERED 


groups, and large prey is shared. Often 2-3 hunt together, HAWK 
es ef ae ‘ 2 : ‘3 Lacks white patch at 
chasing prey in turn until one makes the kill. Eats variety of 
; ) . al tail base but has 


small rodents, rabbits, ducks, herons, smaller birds, and reptiles. 
¢ BREEDING Polyandrous. Solitary nester. 


multiple narrow 
white tail bands; 


¢ NESTING Incubation 33-36 days by both sexes. Semialtricial 
young stay in nest 40-49 days, fed by both sexes. Often 


barred rufous 
underparts; black- 

and-white barring in 
flight feathers. 


2 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Uncommon to fairly common but declining in 
some areas. 

Disappeared from some former 
areas, such as lower Colorado 
River Valley and California; has 
been reintroduced to California. 
Threatened in some areas by 
illegal capture for falconry. 


Nest Identification Sticks, twigs, and roots ® lined with green mesquite, green shoots and leaves, 


grass, bark, and roots ® in cactus 10-30 feet above ground ® built by both sexes, 


Usually flies close to ground with several 


rapid wing beats followed by a short glide. 


Soars on thermals and updrafts. 


re ~ a re ? > r ~oO * rk ae } . 
Location & but female does more ¢ 2-4 white or bluish eggs, half marked with browns and 


o> lavender: short subelliptical to elongated, 2.1 inches long. 


TIME _ 


Shape ~@ 


Plumage Sexes similar Migration N onmigratory 


DATE _ LOCATION 
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Family ACCIPITRIDAE Species Bureo magnirostris | ‘°° 1316 inches 


ROAD S IDE HAWK bright orange- 


yellow cere 


Wingspan 27_31 inches 


For birders who are as far south of the Sey Dan Road : 
border as Central Mexico, the ea Co” 
Roadside Hawk 1s the common ge 
small buteo of both slopes and can 

be seen perched on roadside fence 

posts, wires, trees, or telephone gray-brown 
lines. But north of the border in —“pperparts 
the US, it is an accidental 
straggler to the Rio Grande Valley 
of southern ‘Texas. In flight the 
rounded wings show much rufous 
in the primaries, and the grayish 
tail has many dark bands. ‘The 
creamy to buff underwing coverts 
have dark brown flecks. 


bright orange- 
yellow lores 


white eyes 


dusky gray- 
brown chest 


rufous belly with 
whitish to buff 
coarse bars 


e SONG A nagging drawling 
scream, KREE-yurrr or 
meceahhh. 

¢ BEHAVIOR 

Prefers plantations, — @///ish to 
second-growth ay i 
woodlands, and coverts 
woodland and field 

edges. Often perches 

low on roadside fence 

posts, trees, and utility 


whitish to pale buff 
thighs with sparse 
dark brown spots 


BROAD-WINGED HAWK 
Shorter dark tail with 


‘ wide white bands; 
bright orange- 


5 : ‘ whitish wallow tors barred underparts; 
wires, from which it ipontail = usually spreads tail 
hunts by dropping on while soaring; prefers 


: , more wooded habitat. 
prey. Eats large insects, reptiles, and small mammals; rarely eats ees 


birds. Often tame, allowing a close approach by humans. Soars 
infrequently, then keeps low and makes short flights. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 


RED-SHOULDERED 
HAWK 
Juvenile is larger; rufous 


* on upper and lower 


. . ; 5 - Wing coverts; narrower 

¢ NESTING Incubation 21-27 days primarily by female. | in eae 

: 56 rs : : iu: pale bands on long dark 
Semialtricial young; first flight at about 40 days. Probably 1 ile ad heanshows 


brood per year. narrow pale panel across 


, : ae : base of outer primaries. 
¢ POPULATION Accidental in southern ‘Texas. Common to 
fairly common from Central Mexico southward through its range 


into Argentina. 
Flight Pattern 


© CONSERVATION 
Deforestation in the tropics 
seems to have aided this bird as 
it produces habitats more 
favorable to the bird’s hunting 
and nesting habits, to the point 
that it is increasing in numbers. 


Flies with series of rapid stiff wing beats 
interspersed with short glides. Soars 
infrequently on thermals. 


Nest Id salt tie 
ee Made of sticks ® in trees in mid to upper levels 20-60 feet above ground; 
built by both sexes ¢ 2 whitish eggs speckled to mottled with brown 


e short elliptical; 1.9 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ae @& Migration Migratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape 22 Location & 


Weight 1.5 pounds 
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Family ACQCIPITRIDAE Species Py zeo lineatus Length 17_24 inches | Winespan 32_50 inches 


RED-SHOULDERED HAWK 

This bird uses the same territory for years, yellow core @ 

and even succeeding generations may . 

return to the same territory. The longest 

recorded continuous use of the same reddish 

territory is forty-five years. Five races shoulders 

(/ineatus, allent, extimus, elagans, and 

texanus) show variations in color 

and size but all have barred rusty extensive pale 

underparts, reddish wing linings, > pings Bas 
: . upperparts 

and shoulders with banded tails. 

In flight the long black tail displays 


-rous narrow white bands or rust-red 
numerous narrow white bands on anion 
adults and juveniles. Flight feathers underparts 


are spotted and barred black and 
white and show a pale “window” at 
the base of the outer primaries. Male 
is larger than female. 

e SONG Evenly spaced series of 
clear high loud and often rapidly 
repeated ee-ah or clee-u clee-u clee- 
uw notes. Blue Jays can mimic the 
call perfectly. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Stalks prey 
from perch. Catches and eats 
small to medium-sized 
mammals, small reptiles, 
amphibians, large insects, 
spiders, earthworms, ‘ 
snails, and an occasional 

bird. Prefers wet woodlands, 
often near water and swamps. 
Often perches low to hunt on 
posts, utility poles, and low to 
mid level in trees. 


yellow legs FLORIDA 
and feet RACE 


BROAD-WINGED HAWK 
Jong black tail Smaller; shorter tail; 
with numerous lacks barring in flight 
narrow white feathers; fewer, wider 
bands 2 white tail bands; lacks 

i) reddish shoulders; lacks 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. , wing windows; 


¢ NESTING Incubation 28 days by both sexes. Semialtricial peweelike a 
young stay in nest 35-45 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 


@ POPULATION Fairly 
Flight Pattern 


common in range. 

© CONSERVATION Some 
decline due to habitat loss and 
human encroachment 
particularly in West. Pesticides 
in Midwest interfered with 
reproduction during the 1970s. 


Flies with fairly rapid stiff wing beats; 
soars on flat wings and glides on slightly 


drooped wings. Soars on thermals. 


Nest Identification Made of sticks, twigs, inner bark strips, dry leaves, moss, lichen, and coniferous 
needles ® usually by a tree trunk 10-200 feet above ground ¢ built by both sexes 
¢ 2-6 white or bluish white eggs, often nest-stained and marked with brown; 


Shape pa Location & py, 


short elliptical, 2.1 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | “abitat ope vx &¢ M Migration Some migrate | Wel€Mt 1.1 pounds 


DATE __ _ TIME LOCATION 
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Family ACCIPITRIDAE Species Ruzeo platypterus | L€néth 13-19 inches | WiM8SP8n 32_39 inches 


BROAD-WINGED HAWK 


The smallest of the North American 
buteos is similar in size to a stocky crow. 
These birds, which migrate in flocks of 
thousands, make up the bulk of hawk 
flights in September in the East. ‘This 
peaceful bird is one of the tamest 
hawks. In flight the tips of the flight 
feathers appear dark, producing a 
black border along the trailing edge of 
the wing, and the underwing linings 
vary from white to rusty-buff. The 
black-and-white bands in the tail are 
approximately equal in width. Juveniles 
are similar to adults but appear more 
washed out and have fainter tail 
bands; underparts are pale with 
heavy dark streaking. 
¢ SONG Thin shrill whistle, 
peeteece or peweeeeeceeee, often 
given in flight and similar to the 
high plaintive whistled note of an 
Eastern Wood-Pewee. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Perches to watch 
for prey from utility poles and 
wires or near water along edge of 
woods. Hunts along wooded roads 
under the tree canopy. Swoops 
down to grab prey with talons. Eats 

ae: Rs large black- 
amphibians, reptiles, small rodents, i Be 
shrews, rabbits, some small birds, bands on tail 
large insects, and insect larvae. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 28-32 days by both sexes, but mostly 
by female. Semialtricial young stay in nest 29-35 days, fed by 
both sexes. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common in eastern US and southern Canada 
west to a portion of eastern British Columbia. Rare in winter in 


California and Florida. 
Flight Pattern 


dark brown 
upperparts e 


brown underparts 
with red barring 


RED-SHOULDERED 
HAWK 
Larger in size; narrower, 


more rounded wings 
with barred and spotted 
black-and-white flight 
feathers; buff to rusty- 


red wing linings; longer, 
narrower tail with white 
bands much narrower 

than dark ones. 


e CONSERVATION Large 
numbers once shot during 
migration, particularly along 
mountainous ridges in the East. 
Now protected by law. 
Neotropical migrant. 


Several rapid shallow wing beats followed 
by a glide. Soars on thermals and updrafts. 


Sticks, twigs, and dead leaves ® lined with inner bark strips with lichen, outer 
bark chips, evergreen sprigs, and green leaves ® in crotch of deciduous tree, 
30-50 feet above ground ® built by both sexes in slow process that takes 


Nest Identification 


Shape pv'oR 3-5 weeks @ 2-4 white or bluish white eggs sometimes marked with brown; 
short elliptical, 1.9 inches long. 


Migration Migratory 
) BATE. TIME LOCATION 


| 
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Family ACCIPITRIDAE Species Byreg brachyurus | ©98M 15-17 inches | “!98SPaN 35 inches 


SHORT-TAILED HAWK 


‘This crow-sized buteo is a rare to uncommon resident of the mangrove and 
cypress swamps of Florida and a rare to casual visitor in spring and summer to 
southern Texas. Most often observed while flying, this hawk rises out of the 
wooded lots in which it roosts on midmorning thermals, about the 
time the vultures do, and often spends much of the day 

high in the sky. In Florida the light morph, which Hawk 
has white underparts from chin to tail, 1s MORPH 
less common than the dark morph. 


black 
upperparts 


yellow cere e 


dusky barring 
on underside of 
flight feathers 


white tail with dark 
subterminal band 


4 
re 

black underparts € 
/ 


Sf 
yellow legs and feet yy 


LIGHT 
¢ SONG High-pitched squeal and scream similar to that of the MORPH 
Red-shouldered Hawk, but the second part can be extremely 
piercing, ssheeececerrrrreceed. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Rarely hunts from a perch; principally hunts SWAINSON SLATER 
f Kok 3 | ; : \ ; or ee. Similar to dark morph 

. hie sale - : sarone-try enateh Maree 
from high in the air and swoops down to treetops to snatch large but laren winetanel 
insects, small birds, lizards, and snakes. Known to eat various S& tail are narrower and 
other bird species, this small raptor was once observed eating a oe longer; has dark flight 
: feathers @ also simil: 
Sharp-shinned Hawk. palpate cee 
t : light morph but has 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Male attracts blackish gray barring on 
female with display of aerial acrobatics. flight feathers that 
Serie eee ts z : R contrasts with white 
¢ NESTING Incubation about 34 days by female; male feeds wing linings; brown 
female during incubation. Altricial young are fed by female, but head, neck, and band 
male brings food. First flight at about 40 days. abe gas 
¢ POPULATION Rare to uncommon and local in southern and 


central Florida; casual to rare in 
Flight Pattern 


southeastern Texas; fairly 
Ce See ann oe 


common in Mexico, Central 
America, and South America. 

® CONSERVATION 
Population appears to be stable, 
but only about 500 birds are 
recorded in Florida. 


Series of rapid wing beats followed 


by a glide. Soars on rising thermals 


and updrafts. 


Nest Identification Fresh green sprigs, twigs, leaves, bits of moss, and lichen ¢ at top of cypress or 
other tree, 8-100 feet above ground ¢ built by female with materials gathered 


by male @ 2-3 off-white or bluish white eggs, occasionally marked with brown, 


Shape po Location gy a 


wy 2.1 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat @ @@ @ tx Migration Migratory Weight 1.0 pound 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family ACQCIPITRIDAE SpecieS Bu reo swainsoni Length 19_22 inches 


SWAINSON’S HAWK 


Y . . . 
Sometimes traveling in huge flocks, 


Wingspan 46.58 inches 


; : 2 : uniformly 
these birds migrate from North America dark brown 
to Argentina, about 11,000—17,000 upperparts 


black bill with 


yellow cere 


Sy white throat 


wide chestnut 
band on chest 


miles each year. ‘Vhis large buteo lives 

in open rangeland, hill country, ee 
plains, and grasslands where trees linings e— 
are sparse. Swainson’s Hawk 1s | 
about the same size as the Red- 
tailed Hawk and has three 
different color morphs: light, 
rufous (intermediate), and dark. 
This variety provides for a 
confusing array of plumages: 
dark morphs are dark brown 
overall; the rufous morph ts 
similar but with variegated 
medium brown 

underparts. In flight the 
narrow, slightly pointed 
wings are held ina slight 
dihedral, and the bird 

ults from side to side 

like a Turkey Vulture. 

e SONG Plaintive 

whistle, 47~e-e-eeeceer, 
similar to that of the 
Broad-winged Hawk. 

¢ BEHAVIOR 

Hunts, sometimes in . © EN ent. 
flocks, for grasshoppers and crickets. Stalks ground squirrels at ; white underparts and 
their burrows. Catches prey in talons. Also eats mice, rabbits, white forehead 
lizards, frogs, toads, and an occasional game bird. Frequents + Elouda xange; castal 
grasslands, agricultural grain fields, and open landscapes. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. acieranenerin 
¢ NESTING Incubation 28-35 days by both sexes; female does pale flight feathers; 
more. Semialtricial young stay in nest 30-35 days. Fed by both een El 

sexes. First flight at 38-46 days. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Very 
common to common but 
numbers are declining. 

© CONSERVATION Recent 
heavy losses in South American 
wintering grounds due to birds 
eating insects that have been 
poisoned by insecticides. 


JUVENILE 


pale buff to white belly 


RUFOUS DARK 
MORPH MORPH 


SHORT- TAILED HAWK 
Shorter, broader wings 


narrowly banded 
gray tail with wide 
dark subterminal band 


and tail; wings with 

pale barring only in 

flight feathers ® light 
fon] t 


to southeast Texas. 


Flight Pattern 


Alternates series of powerful deep wing 
beats with long glides. Soars on thermals, 
updrafts, wings bent upward in dihedral. 


Made of large sticks, twigs, brambles, grass, and similar materials ® lined with 
inner bark, fresh leaves, flower clusters, down, and feathers ® in tree 6—70 feet 
above ground ¢ 2-4 bluish greenish white eggs marked with pale brown; 
subelliptical to elliptical, 2.2 inches long. 


Shape pg Location nial 
bd 


| DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family A CCIPITRIDAE 


WHITE-TAILED HAWK 


‘The White-tailed Hawk’s yellow legs are 
the longest of any North American buteo. It 
can be seen flying with its wings held ina 
shallow V. Groups of ten to twenty or more 
may be attracted to grass fires from ten miles 
away to feed on prey escaping the flames. 
The female 1s similar to the male but has 
darker upperparts and more barring on 

the underparts. Adults in flight 

show light underparts, primaries 

with dusky barring, black- 

tipped flight feathers 
framing the trailing 
edge of the dark wing, 
white wing linings, 

and a short, broad 
white tail with a black 
subterminal band. 

@ SONG Usually 
silent. Near nest may 
give high-pitched alarm 
call, screaming se-ke-ke-ke or 

keh-eh, keh-eh, keh-ch, keh-ch. 

e¢ BEHAVIOR Eats mostly 

rabbits; also small rodents, reptiles, 

frogs, grasshoppers, other large insects, and 
an occasional bird. Will eat carrion. Catches 
flying insects in the air. Spots prey from 
perch or while flying. 


long pointed 

wings project 

beyond tip of 
tail 


® BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 


© NESTING Incubation 29-32 days mosily 
by female. Semialtricial young may stay with 
parents up to 7 months. First flight at 

46-55 days. Not clear which sex feeds young 
in first couple of weeks, but both sexes hunt 
for food. 1 brood per year. 

e POPULATION Rare to uncommon in 


southeas 


Flight Pattern 


Species Bi reg albicaudatus 


Wingspan 48_54 inches 


Length 2324 inches 


dark gray > 
upperparts @ 


rusty shoulder 


patches \, 


white 
underparts 


SWAINSON’S HAWK 

Dark morph lacks reddish 
shoulder patch; uniformly 
dark upperparts and 
underparts. 


JUVENILE 


LIGHT MORPH FERRUGINOUS HAWK 


Lighter-colored head; 
rufous thighs; feathered 
tarsus; larger reddish 
patch on shoulder and 
back; lacks dark 


subterminal tail band. 


JUVENILE 
DARK MORPH 


tern lexas; casual in 


southwestern Louisiana. 
e CONS 


ERVATION On 


threatened list in ‘Texas. 


Decline 
1970 pos 


Often flies close to ground with ‘ 
and habi 


strong steady wing beats; soars with 
slight dihedral. 


in Texas from 1950 to 
sibly due to pesticides 
tat loss. 


Uses same nest year after year and adds to it with sticks, twigs, grasses, and 
weeds ® in top of low tree or shrub about 10 feet above ground ¢ built by both 
sexes ® 1-4 white eggs sometimes spotted with brown; oval, elliptical oval, ovate, 


Weight 1.9 pounds 


Shape pg Location ee SE 
= 


or elliptical; 2.5 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar Habitat 


ut Migration \onmigratory 


DATE _. TIME LOCATION 


BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA e 179 


Family ACCIPITRIDAE Species Byzeo albonotatus | t&?8th 18-21 inches 


ZONE-TAILED HAWK 
Using what is called “aggressive mimicry,” 
the Zone-tailed Hawk takes advantage of its 
similarity to the ‘Turkey Vulture, a bird most 
animals perceive as harmless. ‘Vhis hawk 
resembles a Turkey Vulture in flight and 
appearance and even sometimes soars 
with them. ‘This capable hunter glides 
slowly but plunges suddenly upon 

prey once it 1s spotted. In flight 

the wings are long, slender, and 
two-toned, and the banded tail 

is held partially spread. 
Juveniles have a grayish 
finely barred tail and white 
flecking on the breast. 

¢ SONG Squeaking, 
peevish whistle 
similar to that of 
Red-tailed Hawk. 


Wingspan 47_53 inches 


—e barred flight 
fe athers 


bright yellow 


/ CCTC 


Eas, 
peo 


body matte 
black overall 


JUVENILE 


3 narrow white or 
grayish tail bands 


"TURKEY VULTURE 
Featherless head; no 


tail bands; no barring in 
flight feathers; grayish 


brown legs and feet; 


does not vocalize. 


bright yellow legs @ 


COMMON 
BLACK-HAWK 
Broader wings with 
dark flight feathers; 
shorter white-tipped 


¢ BEHAVIOR Circles like a Turkey Vulture on wings held ina 
dihedral. Eats small rodents and small birds, including nestlings, 
snatched with talons while in flight. Also takes lizards, frogs, 


and small fish. tail with single broad 


Dp : Voy: : white band. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Screams and 


vigorously defends nest against intruders. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 
35 days by both sexes. Fed by 
both sexes. Semualtricial young 
leave nest in 35-40 days. 
¢ POPULATION Uncommon. 
® CONSERVATION Decline 
in population may be due to 
loss of nesting sites. 


Flapping and gliding flight. Soars on 
thermals with wings lifted slightly above 
back and tilting from side to side. 


Made of large sticks @ lined with twigs bearing green leaves ® in tree, usually 
cottonwood or pine, 25-100 feet above ground ® near stream ¢ Z white or bluish 


eggs dotted with lavender and yellowish brown, sometimes concentrated on one 


Shape po Location gy, 


Plumage Sexes similar 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


end, 2.2 inches long. 


Habitat Weight 1.4 pounds 


Migration Migratory 
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Family ACCIPITRIDAE Species Ru zeo jamaicensis | L©P8'N 49-25 inches | WiNESPAN 4658 inches 


RED-TAILED HAWK 


‘This hawk is found in more habitats than any other North 
American buteo and, consequently, is the most common 
hawk on the-continent. This species has five races: 
a pale pink-tailed Great Plains race known 
as “Krider’s Red-tailed,” 477der1; the 
eastern Jorealis, the southwestern 
fuertest, the western, ca/urus; and 
the rare “Harlan’s Hawk” 
or harlani, once 
considered a 
separate species, 
which is very dark 
with a white- 
based tail. All netich tol 
adults show a dark ranges from pale 


pale wing 
/inings 


brownish mantle in buff-pink 4 deep ie 
: : aie wy PULOUS-FeC ‘ w 
flight and dark brown °“ \ wollen 


Se white belly 
with broad band 
of dark streaking 


bar on leading edge of whitish flight feathers 
. Ss Bice oc ies with pale barring 

underwing. All juveniles 

have a dark brown tail with a 

black band. Because it perches low 

on woodland edges and along 

roadsides this is one of the most 


conspicuous and easily observed hawks. 


EASTERN ADULT 
BOREALIS 


¢ SONG Harsh descending slurred seeceer-7-r. Also 
rasping hissing screamy, p-s-s-s, kree-kree ree-e-e. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Across its vast range takes a wide 
variety of prey Eats small to medium mammals, 
reptiles, amphibians, grasshoppers, spiders, 
earthworms, crustaceans, some fish, and an 
occasional small bird or bat.. Carries smal! prey to 
perch; partially eats large prey on ground. ~: 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous; may mate for life. o> 


ROUGH-LEGGED HAWK 
oy Smaller bill and feet; 
HARLAN’S feathered legs; white 
HAWK “3, ump; white tail with 


multiple dark bands; 


os = 


nt black belly (light 


morph). 


SWAINSON’S HAWK 
Solitary : a Multiple tail bands; dark 
solitary nester. KRIDER’S flight feathers; pale 
¢ NESTING Incubation 28-35 days by both RED-TAILED wing linings; brown 
~ 4 ° Sy d ° he 19 rph). 
sexes; more by female. Semialtricial young stay in nest enese Men aaie 


42-46 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Very 
common. Some decline due to 
habitat loss. 
¢ CONSERVATION Some 
eggshell thinning. Many still 
killed illegally, and some are 
accidentally killed by cars. 


Several rapid strong wing beats followed 
by a glide. Soars well on thermals and 


sometimes hangs on updrafts. 


Nest Identification 


Shape pg _ Location as at z Ye 


Sticks and twigs ¢ lined with inner bark strips, evergreen sprigs, and green 
leaves ®@ in crotch of large tree, on cliff ledge, or on artificial structure, as high as 


120 feet above ground © built by both sexes ¢ 2—3 white or bluish white eggs 


sometimes spotted brown, 2.4 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | abitat@® 96 .® co ww ¥ | Migration \ioratory Weight 2 3 pounds 


DATE __ _ TIME LOCATION 
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Family ACCIPITRIDAE Species Buzeo regalis Length 22_28 inches | WiN€sP@" 56 inches 


FERRUGINOUS HAWK 


One of the largest and most powerful buteos, 
this hawk is true to its Latin species name, 
meaning kingly or royal. ‘Vhis bird has 

light, dark, and reddish morphs; the 

light morph is the most common. reddish brown 
Dark morphs are dark rufous to EPPO pans o= 
dark brown overall. In flight all 
three hold the long pointed 
wings in a dihedral, and show a 
white patch at base of 
primaries from above. ‘The 
light morph appears almost 
completely white from 
below except for the 
reddish legs, which form 
a rusty red V beneath 
the body. 

e SONG Alarm call of 
kree-a or kaah kaah. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Eats 
mainly ground 

squirrels; spots them 


rufous-streaked 
head 


white underparts 
with light reddish 
brown spotting 


BA ee 


JUVENILE 


reddish 


——e /eggings 


yellow feet 


EES 


DARK 


from perch, flies high = MORPH 
in air, and swoops 3 LIGHT 
down to catch them. pale tail with MORPH 


i ROUGH-LEGGED 
OUGH-LEGGE 

HAWK 

Dark morph has 

banded tail with broad 

dark subterminal band; 


Also hunts prairie dogs, 
rabbits, small rodents, 
snakes, lizards, small to medium birds, and large insects. One of 
the few large hawks that hovers. Prefers open country, where it 
often hunts from low perches on fence posts, utility poles, or 
small trees. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 31-33 days by both sexes, but female 
does more. Semialtricial young stay in nest 40-50 days; for first 
21 days female stays on nest while male hunts, then both sexes 
hunt. First flight at 38-50 days. 1 brood per year. 


no rusty leggings. 


“KRIDER’S” RED- 
TAILED HAWK 
Juvenile is shorter; 
more rounded wings; 
dark subterminal tail 
band to tip; 


unfeathered tarsus. 


® POPULATION Uncommon to fairly common. Rare to casual in 

migration or winter to states 

Flight Pattern bordered by the Mississipp1 

River and occasionally Florida. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
‘Threatened and declining due 
Quarters back and forth close to ground; to illegal shooting and loss of 
alternates several deep flaps with glides : 1 : 

habitat. Some are accidentally 


similar to Northern Harrier. Soars on ; 
thermals and hovers. killed by Cars. 


Sticks and debris ® lined with finer materials, including cow dung ® usually on 
top of tree, 6-50 feet above ground; in treeless areas may build on cliffs or 
ground ® built by both sexes @ 2-6 pale bluish white eggs blotched with pale to 
dark browns and buffs; between spherical and elliptical, 2.5 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar Habitat _ —- = Migration Migratory Weight 25 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION __ 


Shape pg Location & Be 
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Family ACCIPITRIDAE Species By teg lagopus Length 18-24 inches | Wingspan 48_56 inches 


ROUGH-LEGGED HAWK eS 


whitish head e————_— 


\ 


reas 


_ 


SK 


Named for the feathered shanks of its legs, 


* 
| 
ag 


this big high-soaring hawk of the open LIGHT = 

country often is seen perched on fence posts MORPH je oe Ai ee small bill 

or dead trees. It flies low on long, thin pointed My g's Ms LASS with yellow cere 
/ E ¢ 


wings and is one of the few large hawks that 


regularly hovers. In flight the light morph’s long whinid 
grayish white tail with a broad dark subterminal underparts 
band and white tail coverts contrast sharply with with dark 
its black belly and dark back. (b's 

’ streaking 


(heaviest on 
upper chest 
and belly) 


¢ SONG Usually silent in winter. Circling pairs 
in breeding season give melancholy whistle. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Eats mostly small rodents 


and large insects. Usually catches prey thin er 
on ground. Often hunts from low perch featheret 


legs 


or by standing on ground on a mound or 
other elevation. When hunting in flight, 
flies low over open vegetation, 
quartering slowly back and forth, 
alternately flapping and gliding or ; 
hovering before plunging feet-first on penis = 
prey. Irruptive flights when prey on tail 
populations crash bring many south 

in winter. 


® BREEDING 

Monogamous. Pairs have —d/ackish 
been recorded to remain = 4rown 
together for many years. 77¢7@// 
e NESTING 


small, dainty 

yellow feet bey 

LIGHT MORPH 
JUVENILE 


long grayish white 
tail with broad dark 
subterminal band 


Similar Birds 


RED-TAILED HAWK 
Dark morph is dark 
brown overall; rufous 


rarely, white 
mottling on 
head and chest 


Incubation tail; shorter wings and 
9931 days by barred dark tails; smaller bill. 
female. Young leave gray tail FERRUGINOUS HAWK 


with broad 


nest at about 41 days dak Dark morph has whitish 


P DARK carpal crescent on 
ane spend ale days subterminal MORPH underwing; dark brown 
in Arctic after fledging band FEMALE overall; brighter rufous 


on lesser upperwing 


and before migrating dice ae 
coverts and Ta SOVETTS. 


south for winter. 


¢ POPULATION Common in breeding range; uncommon to fairly 

common with erratic numbers 

Flight Pattern on wintering grounds. 
By an Dy 7 x 

® CONSERVATION 
Tea Casa Wo 9 | Enormous numbers once were 
shot in western US because of 

: iat tows tameness. In the West many 

Alternates powerful flaps with glides. : ; e : = 
Hangs in wind and hovers over one spot; killed while feeding on animal 
somewhat floppy wing beats at times. carcasses on highways. 


Nest Identification Small twigs and plant material; 24-30 inches in diameter ® in river valleys, 


precipices, slopes in raised places ¢ uses nest for several years; each pair can 


Shape pa 


Location have several nests and use them alternately ¢ 2-3 eggs when food ts scarce; 
Re ‘ 5-7 eggs when food is abundant; blotched, white, or streaked with brown. 


Plumage Sexes similar ‘| Habitat yo ®ve Migration Migratory Weight 1.9 pounds 


DATE _ TIME _ LOCATION 
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Family A CCIPITRIDAE Species Aguila chrysactos | “78M 3338 inches | WINESPAY 6_8 feet i 


GOLDEN EAGLE | 


yellow cere 


Like most other birds of prey, the 
female Golden Eagle is considerably 
larger than the male. ‘This large 

dark eagle is fairly common in the 

West and rare to uncommon in 

the East. It has been clocked in a 

steep glide at 120 miles per hour and 

is estimated to swoop on prey in dives 
at more than 150 miles per hour. 
Juveniles in flight display “ringtail” 
plumage (a broad white tail band with a 
terminal band of black) and a broad 
white patch at the base of the 

primaries. Large birds of prey require 
large territories, and home ranges for a 
pair of this species have been recorded 
as large as 60 square miles. 

¢ SONG Generally silent. Around nest 
makes yelping bark, seya, and whistled 
notes. During soaring courtship flight 
yelps or mews. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Favors rabbit, ground 
squirrel, marmot, grouse, and ptarmigan. 
Also eats large insects, other small 
mammals, carrion, and reptiles, 
including turtles. Has been known to 
attack full-grown deer, antelopes, and 
birds as large as Great Horned Owls and 
cranes. Returns to the same nest yearly or 
every other year. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous; may pair for life. Solitary nester. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 43-45 days by both sexes; female does 
more. Young stay in nest 66—70 days, dependent on parents for 
first 30 days. First flight at 65—70 days. Usually has 1 brood 
every Z years. 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon to rare in the East but fairly 
common in the West. A total of only 4,000-5,000 pairs were 


estimated in 1964. Circumpolar. 
Flight Pattern 


tawny-golden 
feathers on crown 


tawny-golden 
feathers on nape 
and sides of neck 


dark brown 
overall 


feathered tarsus 


yellow feet 


JUVENILE 


Similar Birds 


BALD EAGLE 
Juvenile has larger 


head; shorter tail; 
mottled white patches 


on underparts make 


tail more blotchy; 
underwing pattern; 


bare tarsus. 


¢ CONSERVATION Protected 
by law. ‘Thousands once killed 
by ranchers in efforts to protect 
livestock from potential 
predation. Also killed in 
collisions with aircraft. 
Protected areas established. 


Alternates deep slow powerful wing beats 
with glides or rides easily on thermals. 


Sticks woven with brush and leaves @ lined with fine material ¢ located 
10-100 feet high in trees ¢ 8-10 feet across and 3-4 feet deep ® built by both 


sexes ® 2 white or creamy buff eggs marked with brown or reddish brown, 


2.9 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar eet Migration Some migrate | Wel8ht 3.5 pounds 


DATE TIME __ LOCATION 
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Family FaLCONIDAE Species Wicrastur semitorquatus | *©"8N 2224 inches | WINESPAN 32_35 inches 


COLLARED FOREST-FALCON ne 


A tropical bird, the Collared Forest-Falcon has been auricular crescent 
known to stray north of Mexico into the lower Rio bral wel 
Grande Valley of southeastern ‘Texas at least one green orbital ring 
time. ‘This large lanky forest raptor has both a 

light and dark morph. ‘The light morph shows py -gicp prow 
dark gray barred with white on the underside — wpperparts 
of its flight feathers. ‘The dark morph is 
blackish brown overall with white spots on 
the lower chest, a white-barred belly, and 
flight feathers like those of the light 
morph. Light phase juveniles have a 

dark brown head and auricular 

crescent, buff-flecked upperparts, 
dark-brown barring and scalloping 

on the underparts, and four tai! 

bands. ‘This bird rarely soars; it 1s 

more likely to be seen flying 

close above the canopy or 

beneath it. When perched the aera depen 
short wings barely reach the —wppertail 
base of the tail. coverts 
e SONG Hollow repeated 
descending cohw, owhh, or how. 
Also laughlike call, £a-how-ow- 
0@-0w or hoh-hoh-hoh-hoh-hoh- 
howh. Vocal at dawn and dusk. 

e BEHAVIOR Prefers 

thickets in solid or broken 
forests, thick second growth, and 
scrub. Hunts by direct pursuit and ambush. Feeds on birds, 
lizards, mammals, and large insects. Flies with agility around 


brown 
eyes 


® yellowish 
green lores 
and cere 


& white to pale 
i buff face and 


j hind collar 


Ne white to pale 
buff underparts 


yellow legs 


LIGHT 
MORPH 


blackish tail with 
white tip and 3 
NAITO white bars 


COOPER’S HAWK 
Lacks collar and 


trees and runs through understory in pursuit of prey. Vocalizes a. aunioulancrestenennee 
loudly for extended periods at dawn and dusk. "darker gray bands on 
1 4 1 ye a tail; rusty-barred 
e BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. i . 
: : underparts on adults 
e NESTING Breeding biology poorly known; incubation is yes ® juvenile has heavily 


estimated at 28-34 days by both sexes, but mostly by female. streaked UnGerpalss 


Young semialtricial; brooded by female; stay in nest about 
28-34 days; fed by both sexes. 
1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Accidental in 
Lower Rio Grande Valley of 
‘Texas. Uncommon and widely 
distributed from Mexico 

Alternates rapid wing beats with th rough Central and South 
short glides. America to Peru and Argentina. 


Nest Identification 


Flight Pattern 


Uses tree cavity already in existence * 2 brown to buff eggs with heavy darker 


Shape pa Leeation ee an a & brown mottling. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat eg Migration Nonmigratory | “elé"t 1.2 pounds 


DATE | __ TIME LOCATION 
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Species Cyrgcara plancus | L©€ 20-25 inches 


CRESTED CARACARA i» black crown 


and crest 


Family FatCONIDAE 


Wingspan 45_48 inches 


\ 


[his large vulturelike raptor often 
walks on the ground on long legs CTCAMY © are 
in search of prey. Its black crown white sides —— 


of head a 
and short crest above the red to pee, A ae 
ee are che F and neck & —~e red to yellow 
yellowish pare skin of the face Ps Bis hare sr an ae 
are distinctive. In flight its flat Dad ait Tey from nostril to eye 


ih, VA 


profile, broad wings, and fanned 
tail are ravenlike. Flying birds 
also show white patches at the 
wing tips, a white head and 
breast, and a white tail with a 
broad black terminal band. 


et wis 


white breast 
with black bars 
not visible in 


flight 


e SONG In breeding season 
makes loud wick-wick-wick- 
wick-querrr, throwing its head 
backward over its back on the 
last note. Harsh grating rattle. 
Usually silent. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Makes head- 
throwing display. Only member of 
Falconidae that actually collects 
materials and builds nest. Often 
scavenges with vultures, where it 
may dominate the carcass. Feeds 
on variety of animal material, 
from large insects, reptiles, 
mammals, birds, amphibians, 
and fish to carrion. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
Solitary nester. 

® NESTING Incubation 
28-33 days by both sexes. 
Semialtricial young stay in 
nest 30-60 days. Fed by both 
sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly common in ‘Texas; rare to casual and 
local in Arizona; rare in Louisiana; fairly common and local in Florida. 


Has declined throughout range. 
Flight Pattern 


black body 


JUVENILE 


—e /ong yellow legs and feet 
creamy white under 


-e tail coverts 


BLACK VULTURE 


: Black head and beak; 
Lb — . 
m= only creamy white on 


Wing tips. 


Florida population stable; ‘Texas 
population increasing and 
expanding; Arizona population 
stable. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Considered threatened federally 
and in Florida. 


Strong steady deep wing beats; often 
alternates series of wing beats with long to 
short glides. Sometimes soars on thermals. 


Made of sticks, vines, and twigs ® lined with fine material ¢ 15-30 feet above 
ground in palmetto or giant cacti ® built by both sexes ¢ 1-4 white or pinkish 
white eggs marked with browns, rarely unmarked; ovate to broadly oval or 
subspherical, slightly pointed at one end; 2.3 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar Habitat oe 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Migration Nionmigratory Weight 2.1 pounds 
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Family Fat CONIDAE Species Fry/eg rinnunculus | “€°8th 12-16 inches | Wingspan 27_30 inches 


EURASIAN KESTREL 


‘The Eurasian Kestrel can be differentiated 
from the American Kestrel by its larger size 
and its single, rather than double, black 
facial mark and wedge-shaped tail. Years 
ago in France, this species was trained in 
falconry to fly at bats. Accidental in 

winter on the northeast coast, Eurasian 


single vertical 
dark facial stripe 
russet back 
with black 


Kestrels have been Known to travel 
across the Atlantic Ocean, either by 
flying or riding on a ship. 

e SONG Creaking cackling shrill 


russel WINGS 


with blac ya 


spotting 


———— 


kee-kee-kee call. spotting 
¢ BEHAVIOR Feeds primarily on large 

insects, small rodents, and small birds. Prefers 

open country where it perches on fence 

posts, utility poles, and wires while it 

watches for prey. Often hunts by hovering 

in one spot over grasses or thickets. 


wedge-shaped 
gray tail with 
white tip 


variegated white 
with brown head 


single vertical 
dark facial stripe Deval Black 


subterminal band e 


duller rusty- 
brown overall 
than male 


AMERICAN KES PREL 
Male has chestnut cap; 
chestnut nape with 
black splotch; chestnut 
tail ¢ female has less- 
variegated darker cap 
e both have 2 facial 
stripes; square to 
rounded tail; smaller. 


alternating black 
and chestnut tail 


FEMALE 
bands 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 28-32 days primarily by female. Young 
stay in nest 30-35 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Accidental to casual, primarily in winter on the 
East Coast from the Maritimes 
to New Jersey and on the West 
Coast from islands in the Bering 
Sea to British Columbia. 

® CONSERVATION Single 
greatest cause of death is being 
shot by humans. 


Flies with rapid wing beats followed by 
a glide. Soars on thermals and updrafts. 


Nest Identification Little, if any, nest material © uses abandoned nest of crow or magpie, split 
or cavity in tree, and ledges on cliffs or buildings ¢ 15-75 feet above ground 


¢ 3-6 cream to white eggs blotched heavily with browns and nest-stained, 


Shape BY ga sa 
Location - na bai 


oo 


LOCATION 


1.5 inches long. 


DATE TIME 


— 
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Family FALCONIDAE ‘Species Fa/co sparverius | ‘€"8th 9_12 inches 


AMERICAN KESTREL black-and-white 


‘The smallest most common North American falcon is pattern on head 
found all over the continent and north to the tree line 

in summer. It is sometimes called the Sparrow Hawk, 

a misnomer as the bird is neither a hawk nor 

does its diet include a significant amount of rufous back 
sparrows or other small birds. In flight it shows pas ie 
the typical long tail and long pointed wings of a i 
falcon. A bird of the open country, it often is 
seen perched on wires along roadsides. 


Wingspan 2025 inches 


%—0 2 vertical dark 
facial lines 


e SONG Alarm call a loud quick £/ee-k/ee- spotted tawny- 
Klee or hilly, billy, billy. | Ouff breast 

¢ BEHAVIOR When perched bobs tail. 

Hunts rodents and insects from perch 

or hovers. Also eats bats, small birds, MALE 


small reptiles, and frogs. Not 
dependent on drinking water in 


desert because it extracts water as e | 
] its di StENAEr blue-gray wings 
Os ecti pointed and wing coverts 
¢ BREEDING wings 


Monogamous. Solitary 
nester. During courtship hele 
: Hi tail without 
male brings food and barring 
feeds female in the air. 
e NESTING Incubation 
29-31 days by both sexes, 
mostly by female. 
Semialtricial young stay in 
nest 30-31 days, fed by 
female. Male calls female 
from nest to feed. 1 brood 
per year, sometimes 2 in 


2 vertical dark 


» facial lines 


Similar Birds 


SHARP-SHINNED HAWK 
Blue-gray upperparts; 
red-brown streaked and 
barred underparts; 
square or notched barred 
tail; short rounded wings. 


MERLIN 


streaked pale 
underparts 


rufous tail 


the South. with brown Larger; variegated head; 
. yy lacks facial bars, blue- 
¢ POPULATION Common. barring, ge ie mie lee gs 


black tail and back; 
heavily streaked 


: black band, 
e BIRDHOUSES Readily nests and NAITO} 


in bird boxes built especially for white tip 
kestrels. Occasionally attracted to 
bird feeders to prey on birds. 


underparts ® male has 
blue-black wings. 


FEMALE 


@ CONSERVATION Migratory 
counts suggest recent decline in 
the Northeast; other 
populations seem stable. 
Expanded establishment of nest 
boxes in some areas, especially 
along highways, seems to have 
encouraged recovery. 


Flight Pattern 


Several rapid wing beats followed by a 
glide; often hovers on rapidly beating 
wings. Also soars on thermals. 


Little, if any, nest material ¢ in old flicker tree holes, niches in walls, and holes 
- 


under gables, 12-80 feet above ground ¢ 3—7 white to cream or pale pink eggs, 
heavily blotched with browns, sometimes unmarked; 1.4 inches long. 


tion & B ia 
oe a 


Habitat @ JO mw oo aw Y | Migration Mipratory | Wel'8ht 3.9 ounces 


DATE TIME _ LOCATION 


ey 


Plumage Sexes differ 
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Family PalCONIDAE 


MERLIN 


‘This medium-sized falcon of 
northern coniferous forests hunts 

the openings in parklike grasslands, 
bogs, and shrubby barrens. In flight 
it shows the distinctive falcon “jiz” 
of long pointed wings and a long tail 
with a big-headed, powerful look, 
and it displays impressive bursts of 
speed when in pursuit of prey. 
Geographic variation in color exists, 
from pale prairie birds to dark Pacific 
Northwest forms. 

e SONG Ki-hi-kee, kek-hek-kek 
rapidly repeated. 

e BEHAVIOR A relatively tame 
bird, allowing close approach. 
Defensive of nest; often attacks 
intruders, including humans. 
‘The Merlin flies close to the 
ground and catches prey with 
bursts of speed while in 

pursuit, rather than by diving 

or hovering. [t is a bird that 
often hunts from an open 

perch. Primary diet of small 
birds, mammals, and large 
insects. May frequent cities 

in winter. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 
28-32 days mostly by 
female. Semialtricial 
young stay In nest 

25-35 days. Fed by both 
sexes. | brood per year. 
e¢ POPULATION Uncommon. 


more heavily 
streaked 


Flight Pattern 


Swift direct flight with rapid powerful 
wing beats. 


underparts _ 


@ CONSERVATION Some 
declines attributed to pesticides 
and heavy metals in food chain. 


Species fry/rg columbarius | +©°8t 14-13 inches | Winespan 23_26 inches 


blue-gray crown 


yellow enlarged 
area at base of bill q 
; @ whitish buff 


white chin and head and nape 


throat with 
streaking Ne narrow 
black mustache 


blue-gray back 
and wings 


whitish buff 
underparts heavily 
streaked brown to black 


\ 


Ns yellow legs and feet 


MALE 


blue-black tail with gray 
barring and white tip 


brown 


upperparts 


AMERICAN KESTREL o} 
Smaller; bobs tail and 
hovers; barred rufous 


back and tail. 


PEREGRINE FALCON 
Larger; indistinct 
barring on tail; dark 
hood on head extends 
beneath eye like broad 
sideburn. 


Uses old tree nests of crows, magpies, and hawks, relined with bark and feathers 


Shape po sr Od 


¢ 15-35 feet above ground ® built by female ¢ 2-7 
with reddish brown; short elliptical, 1.6 inches long. 


7 white eggs, some marked 


Location na & D> Be 


Habitat 9,9 


Plumage Sexes differ 


DATE =. LA 


Migration Most migrate | We'€ht 5.7 ounces 


LOCATION 


7 
— 


: 
] 
| 


a — 
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Family FA L.CONIDAE Species fy/cy femoralis Length 15-18 inches | WiN&SPan 40_48 inches 


APLOMA DO E ALCON eyebrow stripe & 
extends around back 
of head, chin, 

»—© throat, and breast 


‘This raptor is similar in size to the black crown 
Prairie Falcon. ‘The Aplomado Falcon 
formerly ranged into the southern 
US along the Mexican border from 
‘Texas to Arizona, and was fairly 
common in open desert and 
grasslands in the summer prior to 
the 1880s. By the early part of 

the 20th century it had all but 
disappeared. Continuing casual 
records probably represent 

birds from the population that 

still can be found near 

Chihuahua, Mexico. In flight 

this falcon shows dark 

underwings and cinnamon- 

orange thigh “britches” and 
undertail coverts. 

¢ SONG Shrieking seeh-keeh- 

keeh and an abrasive single- 

note keeh or kith. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Found in 

open grasslands, savanna, 

and marshy habitats, where it 
often hunts from a perch on a 
pole, short tree, or shrub. 

Often lands on the ground. inves Ge PRAIRIE FALCON 
Hovers. Feeds primarily on Brown upperparts; 
large insects and small birds, 
both of which it often catches in 


black postocular e- 
SIripe 


enlarged yellow 
area at base of bill 


\ 
Ny black mustache 


black nape 


blue-gray 
upperparts 


yellow legs and feet 


long narrowly 
barred dark 
gray tail 


streaked whitish 
underparts; in flight 
shows pale underwings 


flight. Sometimes this raptor will : il with black axillaries and 
work grassfires, catching prey that dark bar on wing fining. 
is driven from its grassland cover AMERICAN KESTRELG 
by the flames. coe Much smaller; barred 
a aes E fee =~—s reddish brown back and 
BREEDING Monogamous. Pr tail; lacks black on belly 


¢ NESTING Possibly 1 brood per year. and sides. 
¢ POPULATION Casual to rare. Essentially extirpated from US 
range and declining in the 

* Flight Pattern northern part of Mexico. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Endangered subspecies. 
Restoration being attempted in 
southeast ‘Texas, where 


Fast swift direct flight with deep wing introduced birds are 
beats. Also hovers. 


[J 


successfully breeding. 
an Se Ga 
ie Nest Identification 


Uses nests of other birds ¢ 7—25 feet above ground in yucca tree ¢ 3—4 white to 


Shape Location & 4 pink-white eggs, spotted or blotched with browns, 1.8 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat Migration Nionmigratory — | Wel8ht 9.2 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


gf 
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Family Pat CONIDAE Species y/o rusticolus Length 2025 inches | Wingspan 48 _64 inches 


&, 

x 
GYRFALCON = 
In the ancient sport of falconry Gyrfalcons were traditionally Lj2 ~ 


reserved for the king. ‘Today it is the mascot for the United 
States Air Force Academy. The largest of all falcons, the 
Gyrfalcon makes Arctic seashores, rivers, and islands its 
home. A heavy, powerfully built faleon with a long 
tapered tail and broad wings, it has three color morphs: 
gray, dark sooty brown, and a white morph that has no 
face or tail patterns. Upperparts range from white to 
dark brownish gray. Intermediates occur, and adults of 
all morphs have a bright yellow cere, legs, feet, and 

eye ring. 

e SONG Alarm call is deep harsh Ayark-hyaik-hyatk, 
kack-kack-kack, Ov kyek-kyek-kyek. 


shghtly blunted 
thick-based wings 


¢ BEHAVIOR Eats mostly yellow eye 
birds such as ptarmigans, @ g 


grouse, gulls, alcids, gulls, 
jaegers, ducks, and some _ Je//ow 
small birds. The larger uae 
female takes Arctic ground 
squirrels, and both sexes 
take lemmings 

and weasels. 


whitish 
underparts with 
heavy to light 
mottling 


GRAY MORPH 


‘ yellow legs and feet € ~~ 


PEREGRINE FALCON 
Smaller; helmeted 
appearance with 
mustache; more pointed 
wings; shorter tail. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 28-36 days, mostly by female. 
Semuialtricial young stay in nest 46-56 days, fed by both sexes. 
1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Rare over 
entire range. Some winters 
bring birds as far south as 
central US. 

®¢ CONSERVATION 
Protected by law and may not 


Slow powerful steady wing beats, : . 
be kept without a permit. 


often alternating with swift glides; 
may soar on thermals. 


Nest Identification 


Shape -e- Location Ke. 


= 
Plumage Sexes similar | “abitat wee wen Lo ae | Migration Nonmigratory | We!€" 2.6 pounds 


DATE | TIME LOCATION 


Sometimes uses old cliff and tree nests of Rough-legged Hawk or raven @ on tall 
cliffs or ledge with protective overhang ® 3-8 pale yellow, white, or buff eggs 


finely spotted with dark red; short elliptical, 2.3 inches long. 
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Family FALCONIDAE Species Fra/co peregrinus | Len8th 16-20 inches | W!8SP8" 43_46 inches 


PEREGRINE FALCON 
A peregrine in a stoop is one of the 
fastest birds in the world, reaching 
speeds of 175 mph or more. 

e SONG Usually silent. On 

breeding grounds makes loud 

witchew, witchew, witchew. \Nhen 
disturbed gives loud repeated cack, 
cack, cack, cack. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Prefers open areas 
with good vantage points on 
which to perch, often near 
water. Feeds almost exclusively 
on birds it takes in the air after 
a steep swift dive from above 
them. Wanders widely after 
nesting season, following 
prey south as far as 
southern South 

America. Faithful to 
nesting sites and 
aeries, some of 
which have been 
used by 
generations of 
peregrines for 
centuries. 
Lives on 
buildings in 
large cities. / 
¢ BREEDING 
Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

e NESTING Incubation 28-32 days 
mostly by female. Semialtricial young 
stay in nest 35-42 days. Fed by both sexes. 
1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common on 


tundra; fairly common in migration; uncom 


bird in 
: Flight Pattern 


Direct flight with rapid wing beats like 
a pigeon. 


Nest Identification 


Shape -se $2 Abandoned nests 


Location Be & Blt] wax 


50-90 feet 


ie. long slate-blue tail 


continental lows suffered in 
1960s and 1970s. 

¢ CONSERVATION Federally 
listed as threatened. Regulation 
of DDT along with captive 
breeding and release program 
have sparked comeback. 


fleshy yellow | 


eye TING 


black head from crown to 
below eye with “sideburns” 
gives helmeted look e— 


es 
POAT re wo slate-blue 
ee. ut = bill with 
upperparts ae. yy, dark tip 
4 an white to 


buff chin 


patch 
behind ear 


JUVENILE 


white underparts with dark 
brown to black barring 
(except throat and chin) 


yellow legs 
and feet MERLIN 3 

Smaller; heavily streaked 
underparts; pale face 
with narrow mustache 
mark. 


GYRFALCON 

Much larger; more 
uniform and paler 
coloration; pale head with 
thin mustache mark. 


PRAIRIE FALCON 

Paler overall; light brown 
upperparts; whitish 
underparts streaked with 


: : heavy brown spots; 
with dusky barring and 


: : whitish face and 
white terminal tip 


supercilium; dark brown 
postocular stripe; thin 
mustache; brown barred 
tail; black axillars and 
inner wing linings. 


mon to rare as breeding 
US. Increasing since 


Made of debris on ledge @ lined with grass ¢ mostly on cliffs in southern US; also 
in hollows of old trees or open tops of cypress, sycamore, or cottonwood, 


above ground ® rarely uses old tree nest or cavity @ built by female 


¢ 2-6 cream or buff eggs, heavily marked with brown and red, 2.1 inches long. 


Habitat 


Plumage Sexes similar ae 


DATE TIME 


Migration Some migrate | Welé"t 1.3 pounds 


LOCATION 


if 
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Family FALCONIDAE Species Falco mexicanus | ‘®8M 15_19 inches 


PRAIRIE FALCON 


Found on open prairies and grasslands @ white eyebrow 
with suitable cliffs, bluffs, and dark postocular stripe 
outcroppings for nesting sites, this 
bird’s dusty sandy browns blend with 
the landscape. It is paler overall than 
the similar-sized Peregrine Falcon, . ; 
whose range it overlaps in the light brown * 
: : " si ctigs upperparts edged 
West. In flight the “armpits” are with buff 
blackish on axillaries and inner 
wing linings. Juveniles are darker 
above than adults and more 
heavily streaked below. 
e SONG Mostly silent. 
Common alarm or territorial 
cackling call is shrill yelping 
kik-kik-kik or kek-kek-kek. 
¢ BEHAVIOR 
Ledge display and 
spectacular 
aerial displays 
in courtship. 
Often perches 
on rocks, 
ledges, posts, 
or utility 
poles while scanning for prey. Overtakes birds in 
flight with rapid bursts of speed or in a dive from 
above. Eats primarily small birds, small mammals, 
and large insects. Nests in mountains as high as 
10,000 feet and descends in winter to foothills 
and prairies. 
e¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 
e NESTING Incubation 29-33 days, mostly by female. 
Semualtricial young stay in nest 31-42 days. Fed by both sexes. 
1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Uncommon to fairly common. Declining in 
Utah, western Canada, and agricultural California. 


© CONSERVATION The 
Flight Pattern 


Prairie Falcon has experienced 
pla glen 


Wingspan 4047 inches” 


thin dark e 


aoe @ yellow cere at 
mustache 


base of bill 
yellow bill with 


8 Alue-gray tip 


‘ white throat, 


chin, and face 


whitish 
d underparts with 
heavy brown spots 


yellow legs and feet 


long dark 
brown tail with 
sandy bars 


Similar Birds — 


PEREGRINE FALCON 
Adults slate-blue 
upperparts; darker 
head, helmeted 
appearance; in flight 
lacks black wing pits. 


MERLIN o 
Smaller ¢ male has 
blue-gray back; more 
heavily streaked 
underparts; more 
contrasting barring in 
tail; lacks black in 
Wing pits. 


JUVENILE 


some population declines which 
are for the most part attributed 

to disturbances from increasing 
human encroachment. 


Swift flight with rapid wing beats. 
Sometimes alternates several rapid wing 


beats with glide. 


Nest Identification . | ae 
On cliff ledge, occasionally in rock crevice ¢ abandoned nests ® always facing 


opén habitat ¢ 4-5 white eggs, heavily marked with brown and purple; short 


Shape -we $22 Location z, elliptical and subelliptical, 2.1 inches long. 
Plumage Sexes similar a Se Migration Nonmigratory | We'8t 1.2 pounds 
DATE IME LOCATION 
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Family CRACIDAE Species Qyyg/is vetula Length 2? inches Wingspan 24 28 inches 


PLAIN CHACHALACA 


‘The only chachalaca that reaches North America, this bird gray orbital 'g 
mostly lives in trees but flies to the ground for dust baths. skin | 
Flocks of 4-20 feed together peacefully; however, when | 
alarmed they half fly, half hop up through the trees with small gray 


gray bill 
their crests raised high, tails spread wide, and small wings /¢¢d 
beating laboriously. ‘This bird is noisy all year, but 
especially during breeding season and particularly at 
dawn and dusk, with multipitched choruses within and 
between flocks scattered across wooded thickets. 
e SONG Cry of single bird is cha-cha-lac, but 
when flock joins chorus, “chachalaca” 
may be clearly heard over and over. 
e BEHAVIOR Feeds mostly in trees 
but sometimes on ground. Eats 
berries, especially hackberries; 
fruits, including wild grapes and 
figs; seeds; green leaves; buds; 
and insects. Moves easily through 
dense vegetation and hops, 
glides, and flies from branch to 
branch within boll of trees. 
Glides between trees or across 
roads on short rounded wings 
with its long tail spread. 
¢ BREEDING 
Monogamous. Social. 


e¢ NESTING Incubation 
22-27 days by female. 
Precocial young stay in 
nest 3-4 days and flutter 
out of nest onto blackish tail with green sheen 
surrounding branches. and fairly broad pale tip 

Fed by regurgitation by WINTER 
both parents. 1 brood per year. PLUMAGE 


gray 
neck 
bare loose 
reddish throat 
skin (on breeding 
male only) 


olive-brown 


upperparts 


Ny dusky cinnamon 


underparts and 
undertail coverts 


¢ POPULATION Common but somewhat secretive except for vocalizations 
in limited US range in lower Rio Grande Valley of ‘Texas. Introduced on 
Sapelo Island, Georgia. Common and widespread in Mexico. 
e¢ FEEDERS Will come to 

Flight Pattern feeders with fruits and seeds, 
also to water elements. 
¢ CONSERVATION killed 
for food in Mexico and other 
parts of range south of US- 


Several rapid stiff wing beats followed ; 
by a short glide on spread wings and Mexican border. 
fanned tail. 


see 


Tl Nest Identification 


Frail structure of sticks and leaves ® lined with green leaves ® in fork in dense 


bush or tree, 4-20 feet above ground ¢ 2-4 creamy or dull white eggs, 
2.4 inches long. 


| DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PHASIANIDAE Species Perdize perdix Wingspan 189 inches 


GRAY PARTRIDGE 


Originally a native of Eurasia, this rotund gray-and-brown 

partridge was introduced into North America in the early rusty face 
1900s and is now a widely established game bird. ad 
When this ground dweller takes off, its wings make 
a whirring sound, and the mottled brown back 

and rufous-chestnut outer tail feathers are 
visible. The white bill in the rusty face 1s 
framed by vermiculated gray underparts. 
Females may lack a chestnut patch 
on the belly, when present it 1s 
smaller than in the male. : 
¢ SONG Low grating fee-ah 
or keep-keep or keee-UCK. When 
alarmed or excited, suta-kut-kut-kut. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Eats seeds of grains, weeds, 
and grasses, as well as insects, including 


grayish brown 
overall 


reddish 
brown—barred 


flanks 


dark chestnut 


grasshoppers and beetles. Water patch on belly 
source is dew. Requires grit to assist 
gizzard in grinding tood; often finds MALE 


this grit in gravel roads, where 


birds may be seen outside the grayish brown 
: overall e 


dense cover they prefer. 


rusty face and throat 


TUSTY OUuLer 


tail feathers 


paler than male e—— Similar Birds * = 
CHUKAR 
Larger; reddish bill and 
5 ae : FEMALE legs; sandy or gray- 
Pairs and family groups in summer; brown upperparts; 
coveys of 15-20 birds in winter. Prefers to walk rather than fly. white-buff cheeks; 
e BREEDING Monogamous. promineny ves 
5 a : : extends across forehead 
¢ NESTING Incubation 21-26 days mostly by female. through eyes; dark bars 


Precocial young led from nest by both sexes after hatching; on sides and flanks 

tended 13-15 days until first flight. 1 brood per year. ieee es 

¢ POPULATION Introduced and established. Common but 
declining in part of range. 

Flight Pattern ¢ CONSERVATION Managed 
for legal harvesting during 
hunting seasons. Many killed by 
mowing of fields and in 
collisions with utility wires, 


Flies with rapid stuff w ing beats follow ed fences and automobiles. 
by a glide. 


F F Lined with weed stems, dead grasses, and a fine inner layer of soft leaves, 
Nest Identification : Berney : pe ie . 
grasses, and feathers ® in wild grass, hayfield, or grain field, within 24—50 feet of 
field edge or along fencerows or roadsides ¢ built by female while male stands 


Shape -ge- Location sex ground ® 5—20 olive or white eggs; subelliptical to short oval or short pyriform, 
1.4 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes differ | Habitat a Migration Nonmigratory | We'€" 14 ounces 


DATE __ TIME LOCATION 
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Family PHASIANIDAE Species Phasianus colchicus Length 21_36 inches | Wingspan 32 inches 


RING-NECKED PHEASANT 


First introduced as a game bird in California in 1857 
and then in larger numbers elsewhere, the Asian Ring- 
necked Pheasant is one of the most widely distributed red face 
and most popular birds among hunters; thousands are wattles 
harvested annually. ‘The male has distinctive mottled 


‘e iridescent 
ear tufts 


. . short 
brown plumage; a long, pointed tail; fleshy red eye a 
I 5 5 : : , rounded 
patches; and a head that ranges in color from a glossy wings 


iridescent 
DFONZL 
overall 


dark green to a purple hue. 
¢ SONG When alarmed utters hoarse croaking notes. 
| Male makes loud piercing double squawk sok-cack. 

e¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious, forming flocks 
(sometimes large) in autumn and maintaining 
them into spring. Runs swiftly with tail cocked. 
Strong flight, rising off ground at steep 
) angle with loud whirring takeoff. 


—e /arge 


body 


‘e brown, black, 
and green 
mottling 

long 


pointed tail 


In spring eats mostly plant-based diet, including 
grains, weed seeds, acorns, pine seeds, and wild 
berries. Also eats variety of insects and occasionally 
takes mice and snails. Roosts on ground or in trees. 
Adults often have short life span (males average 
10 months; females average 20 months). Many 
young do not live beyond autumn. 


¢ BREEDING Polygamous. Loosely colonial. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 23-25 days by 
female. Precocial young can fly short 
distances at 7 days. Tended by 


MALE 


FEMALE 


mottled buff-brown overall 


Similar Birds 


SHARP-TAILED 
y; GROUSE 


Similar to female but 


female 35-42 days but feed long 

f pes ; smaller body; shorter, 
themselves. 1 brood per year. pointed tail conn eal sh 
¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common. Some eastern white sides; barred 
populations decreasing. whitish underparts; 


feathered tarsus. 


| ¢ FEEDERS Drawn to feeders with corn or small grains 
scattered on ground. 


© CONSERVATION Managed 
Flight Pattern as game bird in North America. 
Some populations may not be 
self-sustaining, but occasional 
releases from captivity help 
Swift direct flight with shallow rapid wing maintain population. Never 
beats. Often alternates several quick wing successfully established in the 
strokes with short glides. South despite many attempts. 


] Lined with grass and weeds ¢ usually on ground in shallow natural depression 
or one made by female ® in grasses, hedgerows, grain fields, and brushy ditches 
© built by female ¢ 5-23 but usually 10-12 (large clutches occur when 2 hens 


entification 


eerie 


lay in same nest) dark green-buff or rich brown-olive eggs; oval to short oval, 
1.6 x 1.3 inches. 


Habiat 2 i= & Migration \/onmigrator Wel! 2.9 pounds 
8 Be p 


| DATE TIME LOCATION 


Plumage Sexes differ 


196 ¢ BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


Family Pr ASTANIDAE 


RUFFED GROUSE 


Both the male and female Ruffed 
Grouse are dramatic, not only in 
appearance but in action. In spring 
the drumming of the male can be 
heard from half a mile away. The 
sound is so low-pitched that one 
might feel as if it is coming from 
within, and it can take a 
moment to realize that its 
source 1s a distant bird. The 
female is known for its 
crippled-bird act that 
distracts intruders from the 
nest. This grouse has two 
morphs: The gray morph is 
more widespread, while the 
red morph is plentiful only 
in the Appalachians and 
Pacific Northwest. 


small crest 


@ them in display 


brown or gray 


white spotting 


brown or 
gray-barred 
underparts 


¢ SONG Short guit-quit noises 
when alarmed. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Eats insects, berries, 
fruits, nuts, seeds of weeds and trees, tree 
leaf buds, and small reptiles and amphibians. 
Makes short flights. 


¢ BREEDING Promiscuous. Solitary nester. Male me 
exhibits display called drumming; he raises his RED 
crest, ruffs, and fan-shaped tail and makes whirring © MORPH 


sounds by compressing air between his body and 

rapidly beating wings. This is done to claim territory 

and attract females. Normally shy and retiring but can be 
aggressive and has been known to run at humans in its territory. 
e NESTING Incubation 21-28 days by female. Precocial young 
leave nest within hours of hatching and in 10-12 days roost in 
trees with tending female. Young independent about 84 days 
after fledging. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Common. Local populations fluctuate, with 


irruptive dispersals into areas 
Flight Pattern 


that are not normally occupied 
by grouse. 

© CONSERVATION Managed 
as a game bird over much of its 
range; more killed annually than 
any other grouse species 
(3.5-3.7 million). 


Strong rapid flight with rapid wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


SNape -se LOCATION 45 ii meme 


1.5 inches long. 


DATE 


TIME LOCATION 


black ruffs on sides of neck are 
inconspicuous until bird raises 


upperparts with heavy 


GRAY 
MORPH 


Lined with small sticks, pine needles, leaves, and feathers ® usually near 
tree trunk or sheltered by shrub, log, boulder, or tree stump ® built by 
female ¢ 8-14 buff eggs, sometimes lightly spotted with browns, 


Species Bonasa umbellus | ‘©"8h 17 inches Wingspan 22_25 inches 


multibanded 
rusty-red or gray 
tail with wide 


dark subterminal 


band and 
whitish tip 


SPRUCE GROUSE 
Narrow chestnut band 
on tail tip ® male has 
red eye comb; sharply 


defined black breast 
with white spots or bars 
on sides ® female is 
dark rusty or grayish 
brown with white 
spotting and black 
barring on underparts. 


BLUE GROUSE 

Dark tail with gray 
terminal band; mottled 
gray underparts ® male 
has yellow-orange eye 
combs. 


MOATE Ss TIME LOCATION 
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Species Fa/cipennis canadensis renee 16 inches 


SPRUCE GROUSE 
Also known as the Black Grouse, 
this bird is mainly a tree dweller. 


Family PHASIANIDAE 


Wingspan 23 inches 


crimson comb | 
of bare skin | 
| 


above eyes 


Sometumes called a We hen Boek uh 
~cause it seems fearless of 
bec tuse It seem tearle ee ote Ghee shots 
man, it is an easy target for foreneck is ee . . 
ees along sides of Wirabich tat 


hunters. Franklin’s Grouse, neck and breast 
a subspecies in the northern 
Rockies and Cascades, lacks 
the chestnut band on the tail 
tip, and the uppertail coverts 
have white ups. In all other 
forms the tail has a dark tip 
and chestnut band. When 
flying over his territory, the 
male Franklin’s Grouse makes 
a “wind cracking” sound with 
his wings to mark his claim. —_ 
e SONG Usually silent. lacks red 
Males make low hooting comb and ca 
sounds. Makes clucking white spots “ie 
noise around intruders. 
e¢ BEHAVIOR Arboreal. 
‘Tame. Eats buds and 
needles of conifers, 
seeds of weeds and 
grasses, berries, 
mushrooms, fern 
fronds, some insects. 
Forages along ek bane 
wooded roadsides. gnd white 
¢ BREEDING SOHNE OF 

: underparts 
Promiscuous. 
Solitary nester. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 
17-24 days by female. Precocial FEMALE 
young abandon nest upon hatching 
and can take short weak flights at 7-10 days. Young tended by 

female. 1 brood per year. 


with chestnut 


terminal band 
black e— 


breast 


mottled gray 


. upperparts 


MALE 


RUFFED GROUSE 
Slightly larger; slight 


mottled brownish 


: crest; dark subterminal 
or grayish 


tail band; dark patch on 


side of neck ® male 
lacks red eye comb; 
slight crest; pale chin; 
barred pale breast; 
finely barred gray or 
reddish brown tail with 


dark subterminal band. 


BLUE GROUSE 

Dusky or sooty in color; 
broad pale band at tip 
of blackish tail; mottled 


gray underparts ® male 


has yellow or orange 
comb above eyes 


® western range. 


Flight Pattern ¢ POPULATION Common. 
Local populations fluctuate. 
Southern edge of range may 
have seen slight decline, but 
still common tn far north. 

© CONSERVATION Managed 


Strong rapid flight with series of rapid stiff 
wing beats alternating with short glides on 


downward-pointed wings. as a game bird. 


“¢: ° Lined with dry grasses, leaves, twigs, and a few feathers © under low branch 
Nest Identification : a ees caer e ¥ 
of spruce or bushes ® built by female ¢ 5—10 beautiful cinnamon to pink-buff 


or cream-buff eggs, usually marked with large rich brown spots and blotches, 


Shape -ee- Location umm some thickly and evenly covered with small spots or dots; oval to short oval, 


1.7 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes differ Migration \figratory Weight 1.1 pounds 
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Family Dif ASTANIDAE Species 7 yogpus lagopus Length 15-17 inches | “iM8SPan 2022.5 inches 


WILLOW PTARMIGAN 


‘The ptarmigans are small Arctic birds that 
change their brown summer plumage to white concealed) 
in winter. Molting birds are often a patchwork 
of white and brown feathers, and white reddish or 
feathers grow to cover toes for winter. Unlike chestnut head 
other ptarmigans, the male Willow stays with 
the female and staunchly defends its territory; 
this bird has been known to attack a grizzly 
bear that came too close to the nest. The 
male also will attack a human trying to 
catch one of its chicks. Among the 
most migratory of grouse, some 
casually winter as far south as the 
US—Canada border. 
¢ SONG Low throaty 
rumbling sounds and noisy 
cackling. In display, male 
makes harsh barking go- 
bac £-20 -back -Z0 -backa =£0= 
backa-go-backa. 
@ BEHAVIOR In 
summer eats flower 
buds and leaves of lacks bright 
deciduous trees and shrubs, red eyebrows 
also fruits and insects. In 
winter eats catkins, twigs, 
and deciduous tree and 
shrub buds. Chicks eat 
spiders, insects, and fr: pees FEMALE 
caterpillars. 4 : 
¢ BREEDING Mostly € more 
i” heavily 
monogamous. In breeding jj on 
season male chooses open breast and 
area on ground. As hisred flanks 
combs swell he struts and 
barks, then flies up and flutters down. 


black tail 


gray-brown 


DP body 


@ black 
tail 


e NESTING Incubation 21-22 days by female. Precocial young 
leave nest upon hatching. First 
flight at 7-12 days. Tended by 
both sexes. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Cycles from 
abundant to scarce. Generally 
common over northern range. 


flights. Alternates rapid suff wing beats ¢ CONSERVATION 
| with short glides. Harvested as game bird. 


Nest Identification 


| Flight Pattern 


Strong swift rapid but relatively short 


bright red eyebrows 
(eye combs can be 


reddish or 


chestnut breast 


{ —#]#§V’V"'"["Y 
SA 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


WHITE-TAILED 
PTARMIGAN 

White tail in all 
plumages ® western 
range. 


ROCK PTARMIGAN 
Smaller, more slender 
body; finely barred 
brownish gray plumage; 
less rufous than 
Willow: smaller bill 

e in winter male has 
black lore and narrow 
black postocular line. 


Lined with grasses and feathers @ at base of log, in bunch of grass, bush, or 
hammock on tundra, beach, or near marsh @ built by female ¢ 5-17 yellowish 


Shape -ee LOCATION mmm jixies HEX @& | eggs splotched with brown; oval, 1.7 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habiidt @- a25 | Migration \fost do not migrate _| “e'8Mt 1.3 pounds 


DATE | TIME LOCATION __ 


| 


| 


| DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PHASIANIDAE Species 7 geopus mutus Length 13-15 inches | “iN8SP@n 17_20 inches 


ROCK PTARMIGAN 

‘This bird is perhaps the hardiest of the 
ptarmigans. It lives year-round in the cold 
northern mountain regions of Greenland 
and arctic North America. ‘hese birds have 
been seen flying directly into snowbanks 
to sleep. As do other species of ptarmigans, 
the Rock Ptarmigan develops two different 
plumages to match the predominant colors 
of the season: white in winter and brown 
in summer. Winter males retain their red 
combs and show a black line running from 
the bill through the eye. Birds experience 
great and varying amounts of white 
patches in individual plumages 

during the sequence of the molt. 

¢ SONG Low growls and 
croaks and noisy cackles. 
¢ BEHAVIOR In 
summer eats spiders, 
insects, leaves, buds, 


small red combs 
over eyes 


MALE 


mottled, barred brownish 
gray plumage 


black tail 


mottled, barred 
blackish-brown 
on brownish- 


buff plumage 


feathers on entire 
_-*® leg to toe 


fruits, seeds, and short 
a ee black 
mosses. In winter = ii Ps 
finds food on top of i 
snow such as twigs, SS, 
buds, and seeds. sd 
WINTER 


Unusually resilient 
for a grouse in flight, 
it can travel up toa hie i “ao Similar Birds 
mile before alighting. % y 
¢ BREEDING feath 

Y : CaAINCTS ON 

ee a & RU ee 

Monogamous. Colonial. ~) 7 lee 
Male defends small to toe 
territory on breeding 


PLUMAGE 


WILLOW PTARMIGAN 
Darker; less gray-brown 


summer plumage 


@ male has rufous-brown 


white wine plumage; larger bill. 
& Ss 


eround; displays with ass ee 
5 ’ Splays FEMALE c PTARMIGAN 
swollen red combs to attract Mee White tail; smaller 


females and drive away rival males. ® western range. 

e NESTING Incubation 21-24 days by female. Precocial young 
remain in nest 10-16 days, fed 

near 

; ° YY TemMaAic. OO YE ‘ear. 

| Flight Pattern by female. 1 brood per year 

, ¢ POPULATION Common on 

tundra. Casual in winter south 

a Oe : 
into taiga. Accidental elsewhere. 
¢ CONSERVATION 


Harvested as a game bird. 


Strong swift takeoff; in flight alternates 
several quick wing beats with glides on 
down-bowed wings. 


Lined with grass, moss, and a few feathers @ built by female ¢ 6-13 buff 
or cinnamon eggs marked with dark browns and blacks; subellipticai, 
1.6 inches long. 


| 
| Plumage Sexes differ _| Habitat Migration Nonmigratory | Wel€4t 14.9 ounces 
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Family PHASIANIDAE Species Tympanuchus phasianellus | ©"8" 16-19 inches | Wi€SP8 21_25 inches 


SHARP-TAILED GROUSE 

‘This gregarious bird performs fascinating extravagant 

mating rituals in spring at communal leks where 

the male “dances,” with tail spread, 

purple neck sac exposed, and 

quills rattling; and fights 

with other males. Often 

seen on prairies in 

summer, the Sharp- 

tailed Grouse gets its 

name from its narrow 

pointed tail. ‘There 1s 

a small stiff crest on 

the top of the head. 

In flight adults can 

be distinguished 

from female Ring- 

necked Pheasants 

by the white 

feathers on the 

side of the tail. 

‘ SONG aise Spotted 
underparts 

Chattering noises 

and a soft coo-o0. Utters bold 

booming notes during breeding season. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Eats grasshoppers, other large 

insects, rose hips, berries, corn, wheat, other grains, 

buds, leaves, and flowers; vegetable materials make up more 

than 90 percent of diet. Inhabits open grasslands in summer, 

where the lek is located; retreats to brushy shrub-scrub country 


yellow-orange 
eye combs 


NATTO®, 
brownish pointed tail 


overall 


brown & 


eyes 


RING-NECKED 
PHEASANT Q 

: : ; , ; E Much longer pointed 
after breeding season. Strong flier, occasionally traveling ae tail with white barring; 
2—3 miles in a single flight. no white tail feathers; 


lacks barring or scaling 


¢ BREEDING Promiscuous. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 21-24 days by female. Young leave  6CREATER 
nest shortly after hatching. ‘lended by female. First flight at We SOPRAIRIE-CHICKEN 


7-14 days. 1 brood per year. pi Barred underparts; 
— shorter, squared tail. 


on underparts. 


@ POPULATION Uncommon to fairly common over most of 
range. Has increased 1n some areas because of timbering practices, 
but declining in others. Has 
Flight Pattern disappeared from Nevada, New 
Mexico, and Oregon. 
Byt 5 Ayt-| © CONSERVATION Managed 
as a game bird species with 
regulated hunting seasons and 
some habitat improvement. 


Rises on rapidly beating wings when 
flushed; then alternates between series of 


rapid stiff wing beats and glides on 


slightly drooping wings. 


Nest Identification Lined with grasses, leaves, and feathers ® on ground concealed in grass or under 
shrub, about a half-mile from dancing ground ® built by female ¢ 5-17 light 
brown eggs dotted with reddish brown and lavender, occasionally unmarked; 


Shape -ee- Location umm xxx 


ovate, 1.7 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat Oe a Migration Nonmigratory | “e'8t 2.1 pounds 


DATE «___ j TIME LOCATION 
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Length 17_18 inches | Wingspan 28 inches 


Family PrASIANIDAE 


Specles Ty mpanuchus cupido 


GREATER PRAIRIE-CHICKEN 


Although both sexes of this 
chickenlike bird have 
elongated dark neck 
feathers, the male has 
longer ones, which he 
erects during courtship 


ee rounded 
dark tail 


e brown, buff, and 
/, white barring on 
4 upperparts 


display. ‘he yellowish 
orange sacs on the sides 
of the male’s throat, 
called tympani, are 
inflated during courtship. 
Females have barred tails 
and also have neck sacs, 
but they are very small 
and lack color. Both 
sexes have feathered 
feet. Once common 

over most of its 

prairie grassland range 
this bird is now 
uncommon, declining, 
and local. Some races, 
like Attwater’s prairie- 
chicken in southeastern 
‘Texas, are threatened with 
extinction. The Heath Hen, 
which lived along the Atlantic 
seaboard, became extinct in 1932. 


brown overall 


e SONG Largely silent except during courtship. Male produces 

booming sound, whhoo-doo0-dooo00hh, 200000 ... 00000 ... youoo. 

¢ BEHAVIOR In summer eats insects, especially grasshoppers; 

also eats leaves, fruit flowers, shoots, grain seeds, and rose hips. 

In winter eats acorns, oats, rye, and wheat. Makes short flights. 

¢ BREEDING Promiscuous. Males use leks. Dominant males 

mate with majority of females attracted to booming dances. 

e NESTING Incubation 23-24 days by female. Precocial young 

leave nest soon after hatching. First flight at 7-14 days. ‘lended 
by female. 1 brood per year. 


Flight Pattern 


to rare; local. Decreasing. 
at > aya.| * CONSERVATION 
Endangered. Vulnerable to 
habitat loss caused by the 


Strong rapid flight with series of rapid stiff : : 5 
agricultural plowing of the 


wing beats alternating between glides on 
drooping wings. 


Shape -ee- Location xm ¥ey 18s 1.8 inches long. 


DATE TIME 


LOCATION 


e POPULATION Uncommon 


native grasslands it inhabits. 


Hleshy yellow- 


orange eye combs 


® SITAD- 


brown bill 


elongated dark 
neck feathers 


bare yellowish orange sacs 
(visible only during display) 


heavily barred underparts 


LESSER 
PRAIRIE-CHICKEN 
Smaller; paler; less 


heavily barred 


underparts ® male 


makes higher-pitched 


courting notes; reddish 


orange air sac ® limited 


western range. 


SHARP-TAILED 
GROUSE 


Spotted, scaled 


underparts; lacks 


elongated blackish neck 


feathers; long pointed 


tail with white borders. 


Lined with grasses, dead leaves, and feathers ® in hayfields, woods, or 
clearings ® built by female ¢ 7-17 olive eggs spotted with dark brown; ovate, 
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Species VYelvagris gallopavo | ‘© 37_46 inches | WiNESPAN 4_5 feer 


Family PH ASIANIDAE 


WILD TURKEY 


‘he largest game bird in North 
America, the Wild ‘Turkey once 
was so widespread it was 
considered for the US 
national emblem. Male 
turkeys gobble year round, 
but in spring they are easily 
startled and will gobble at 
any abrupt noise. ‘Today this 
unmistakable symbol of a US 
national holiday is becoming 


bare blue and 


pink head 


large iridescent 
dark body glistens 
with greens and 
» bronzes 
rae 


red wattles 


common again due to 
conservation efforts and its 

own adjustments to changes in 
its original woodland habitat. 

e SONG Gobbling may be heard 
up to a mile away and 1s easily 
imitated, with bird often responding 


MALE 


: 7 sr : white- oo 
to 1t. Several different clucking calls barred 
given by both sexes: c/uk, cluck, cut, flight 
putt, and others. feathers 
e¢ BEHAVIOR Powerful muscular blackish 
breast tuft 


gizzard can grind hardest foods. Eats ere 
2 a proportionally or “beard 


smaller head 9 
/ 


A 


nuts, seeds, large insects, frogs, 
lizards, wild fruits, and grapes. Flies 


to tree roosts for the night. Male : spurred 

displays by strutting with tail lacks breast pinkish legs 
spread, wings drooped to ground, ea 

bare skin of head intensified in present in ee ee 
color, and frequent gobbling. some older Ee EE pegs 

e BREEDING Polygamous. females) 


e NESTING Incubation 27-28 days 
by female. First flight in about 14 days. 
‘Tended by female. 1 brood per year. FEMALE 
e POPULATION Rare to fairly common. 
Wild birds unlikely in areas of human 
habitation, though widely domesticated. Increasing. 
© CONSERVATION Trap and 
Flight Pattern transfer programs have helped 
reestablish some populations. 
Increased comeback of blocks of 
forest interspersed with 
Swift powerful flight for short agricultural areas, as well as 
distances with rapid wing beats and “Tae : 

wildlife management programs, 


——* smaller than male 


———* medium-length 
broad tail 


deep strokes; often glides after several ’ : 
series of wing beats. have helped increase populations. 


Nest Identification 


Lined with a few dead leaves and grass © on ground concealed under shrub or in 
grass @ built by female ¢ 8-20 white to cream or buff eggs, sometimes blotched 


Weight 16.3 pounds 


Shape -ee Location sm or spotted with brown or red, 2.5 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes differ Migration Nj onmigratory 


DATE TIME : LOCATION . 


Habitat @g@ *e A ot 
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la squamata Length 1() inches 


Family QbONTOPHORIDAE Wingspan 1 3_14 inches 


SCALED QUAIL 


‘This native of the Southwest is sometimes white-tipped é 
called “cotton top” because of its conspicuous crest e——____** \ 
white-tipped crest. When alarmed, flocks of a 
these birds run into bushes for cover. ‘The 
female resembles the male but has a smaller 


hia, ——— 


dark edges on 


buffier crest. Even at a distance the bird’s ston drosie mantle, neck, breast, 
bluish gray breast and mantle and white- wings and belly feathers 


give a scaled 


tipped crest make it easy to identify. A appearance 


close view reveals the body feathers’ 
tiny dark edging that gives the 
scaled appearance, upon which = &’@y4s/ 
the common and scientific papa 
names are based. Juveniles 
are more rufous and appear 
more mottled than scaly. 

In southern ‘Texas the 
male has a dark chestnut 
patch on the belly. 


¢ SONG Most common 
is a low nasal chip-CHURR ip gered 
or pe-COS or wait-UP with sides 

accent on second syllable. 

Also, other clucking notes. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Eats insects; seeds from 
desert shrubs, cacti, weeds, grasses, and flowers; 

flower blossoms; and tender shoots. Found in pairs or small 
groups in spring and summer; at other times forms coveys of 


bluish gray 
breast 


chunky, 
rounded body 


7 to more than 100. Makes daily trips to waterholes or cattle BOBWHITE 

tanks. Spends heat of day under shade of a shrub. Would rather sich ac 
walk or run than fly. white or buff pattern 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Breeding success correlates to on face. 

amount of rain; may not nest when rainfall is scarce. GAMBEL’s QuAIL & 

¢ NESTING Incubation 22-23 days mostly by female. Young : a 
leave nest soon after hatching. Tended by both sexes. First F cell feathers e he Ahed 
flight at 14-16 days. 1 brood per year. ilies desert scrublands of the 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common in semidesert scrubland east oe 


to Texas. Local populations fluctuate. Adversely affected by drought 
years and exceedingly heavy rain. 
¢ FEEDERS Uses stations 
where small seed 1s placed on 
ground. Attracted to permanent 
man-made water sources. 


¢ CONSERVATION Moderate 


‘Takes off on rapidly beating wings, then : : ; 
alternates between series of rapid suff grazing Improves habitat. 
wing beats and short glides. Hunted as a game bird. 


U a Lined with dry grasses and feathers @ shelterd by shrub or grassy tussock 
————— * sometimes in open field ¢ built by female * 9-16 dull white to cream- 
white eggs, some thickly speckled with small spots or dots of light brown, 
1.3 inches long. 


Shape -se Location ge aie 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family QDONTOPHORIDAE Length 9_1(Q inches | “WiN&SPan 14_16 inches _ 
Ba 


NORTHERN BOBWHITE conspicuous 
2. ed ee ‘ . ; white stripe 
This familiar eastern quail, named for the male’s loud call, over eyes 


inhabits farmlands, fields, lightly grazed pastures, and 

grasslands. The “Masked Bobwhite,” a southwestern race ee 
with a black face and cinnamon-rufous underparts, Gaara 
formerly of Mexico and southeast Arizona, has 
been reintroduced into Arizona grasslands. 


e SONG Rising clear whistle, bo- 


WHITE! or bob-b0b-WHITE!, given short 
most often by males in spring and brown to 
black bill 


summer. Also whistles /oy. 


e BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 
pairs in spring; family groups 
in summer; coveys of 8-15 in 
fall and winter. Roosts on 

ground in groups of up to 30, 


white throat 


dark 


gray tail 


whitish 
underparts with 
coarse black 


tails pushed together and scalloping 
heads facing out of a tight 
wagon wheel-—shaped MALE 


citcle. Eats seeds, insects, 
worms, and spiders. 

* BREEDING 

Monogamous; some 

evidence of polygamy. 

e NESTING 

Incubation 23-24 7 
Javs bv both sexes buff 
days by both sexes. ee 
Young leave nest 

soon after hatching; 


tended bv both whitish underparts 
: with coarse black 


© cinnamon-rufous 
short dark Hanks with broad 
bill buff stripe over eyes white stripes 


SCALED QUAIL 
Pale gray-brown head; 
scaly body; prominent 
white tufted crest; 


prefers more arid 
habitat. 


clnnamon- GAMBEL’S QUAIL CO 


sexes. First flight at scalloping rufous flanks 7 — Prominent crest 
12-14 days. 1 brood with broad plume; uniformly pale 
per year. . white stripes = a overall; sandy-butt 
; EMALE i underparts; rufous 
' . — é 
¢ POPULATION Uncommon Bankes waste 
to common in brushlands and open woodland. Introduced into streaks @ inhabits 


desert scrublands of 
the Southwest. 


northwestern US. Significantly declining over much of range. 


¢ FEEDERS Scattered grains on ground or man-made 


permanent sources of water. 
Flight Pattern 


¢ CONSERVATION Hunted 
as a game bird; highly managed 
in some states. Decline may be 
due to habitat loss and changes 
in farming practices. Sensitive 
to cold winter weather; entire 
populations may be wiped out 
by hard freezes. 


Rises swiftly with whirring rapid wing 


beats then sails away, wings curved 


downward. Alternates series of stiff 


wing beats with short glides on 
drooping wing tips. 


Nest Identification 


Shape -se Location gxy o— 


Lined with grasses * leaves small openings in sides ® on ground ® built by both 
sexes @ 14-16 white or cream-white eggs; subpyriform and sometimes quite 


pointed, 1.2 inches long. 


DATE ; TIME LOCATION 
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Species Corurnicops noveboracensis | “©? 67.25 inches | WINESP8" 10-13 inches 


YELLOW RAIL Fr 


‘The sparrow-sized Yellow Rail is one of the least-known rails. It is so 

reluctant to fly that trained dogs can catch tt. If flushed it flies weakly 

with its feet dangling, showing a white patch on the trailing edge of a 
the inner wing before dropping back into cover. Its narrow body, 

strong toes, and flexible wings help it survive in 

dense marsh grasses. Adults have olive- broad dark 
smudge 
dark brown through eye 
CTOORH ee 


Family RALLIDAE 


gray legs, a buff chest, dark brown 

flanks with white bars, white- dark brown 
spotted wing coverts, and eat be wie 
cinnamon undertail coverts. it Harr Ew wae 
Juveniles are darker gray- crossbars @ 
black above with slight buffy ; 
striping; more white spotting 
on head, neck, breast, and 
sides; and more black 
barring on the flanks. 

e SONG Like pebbles 
tapping, “ck-ick, tick-tick- 
tick. Usually at night. 

® BEHAVIOR 
Secretive; difficult 

to see in 

the open; 
sticks to 
thick grasses 
and marsh 
vegetation. 
Prefers to walk or 
run if disturbed. 
Flutters in air when flushed, 


j 
dst ort 


yellowish 
to greenish 
gray bill 


then quickly drops and runs on the ground to escape. Averse to Similar Birds 

flying yet able to migrate great distances. Eats insects, small SORA 

snails, seeds, tender leaves of clover, and grasses. a Juveniles are twice as 

e B \ : ae ; large; bright yellow bill; 
REEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. lack buff stripes on 

¢ NESTING Incubation 16-18 days by female. Precocial young upperparts; lacks white 


wing patch in flight. 


leave nest shortly after hatching. Probably tended by female. 
», fo) d / 
May be independent of parents at 35 days. 1 brood per year. 
e POPULATION Uncommon 
Flight Pattern to rare and poorly known. 
Declining due to loss of habitat. 
© CONSERVATION Draining 
and development of wetlands 
EES negatively impacting 
Flutters weakly on floppy wings for - aks I a ee 
short low flights. Direct flight when populations. Considered a game 
traveling longer distances. bird in some states. 


Les : Canopy of vegetation pulled to cover mat of fine dead grass ® above damp soil 
Nest Identification P) 5 : 6 
on bare ground or flattened vegetation ® a little above water of marsh or meadow 


and screened by small blades of grass ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 7-10 creamy buff 


Shape <s cg Location ms Lie eggs occasionally spotted with reddish brown and capped; ovate but often 


Weight 1/8 ounces 


markedly elongated, 1.1 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat y= oo ae Ss 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Migration \figratory 
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Family RALLIDAE Species 7 grerallus jamaicensis | *©"8 6 inches Wingspan 1 (511.5 inches 


BLACK RAIL a= 


‘The smallest and perhaps most secretive member of the rail family, this bird 
was first recorded on the island of Jamaica and 1s extremely difficult to find. 
Its range is not well known, and small populations and individual records 
scattered widely across the United States provide 

our only information. If glimpsed, 


it appears like a rodent eed chestnut-brown blackish upperparts 
slate-gray nape and extensively flecked 
scampering. Its flight is 9 head 9 upper mantle 2» with white 


faint and shaky with / 
legs dangling, 


red eyes 


» small straight 


blac & bill 


low above 
vegetation, 
and of short 


NaTTOW white 
slate-gray chest € barring on flanks 
duration, with and upper belly 
the bird quickly i 
dropping back into dark gray ef 
dense cover. underparts 

e SONG Most often 

given at night beginning a 

couple of hours after sunset. 

Repeated k7k-kee-do or kik-kee-derr, 
sometimes gives 4 notes, 4/4-hik-kee-do. 


® BEHAVIOR Remains in cover of 
| 


\ 
\e darker gray 
underparts 


dusky greenish 
gray legs 


vegetation; rarely stays exposed for long. Rarely flies. Lives in freshwater marshes and wet 
meadows or in shallow margins of saltwater marshes above the beach line. Sometimes found in 
grain fields and dry hay fields. Eats seeds of aquatic plants, grasses and grains, insects, and 
isopods (small marine crustaceans). 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 16-20 days by both sexes. Young leave YELLOW RAIL 


nest soon after hatching. ‘ended by both parents. Possibly Larger; buff; white wing 
patches visible in flight. 


2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Generally uncommon to rare; although 
locally common in some places. 
Flight Pattern Declining in most parts of 
North American range due to 
loss of habitat, especially coastal 
marshes. Population stable in 
protected habitat. 

Weak fluttering floppy flight with legs ® CONSERVATION Wetland 
nee: conservation important. 


.) 

Nest Identification Woven coil of soft grass blades, sedge, or other vegetation ® in grass 
- 18+24 inches tall on edge of marsh ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 4-13 white, pinkish 
white, or creamy white eggs dotted with brown; short subelliptical or elliptical, 


Weight 1 2 ounces 


Shape cap Location yyy 


1 inch long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Mabitat ye Ue 


Migration \fost migrate 


DATE + TIME LOCATION 
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Family RALLIDAE Length 10.5 inches Wingspan 17_18 inches 


CORN CRAKE 

The crek-crek sound made by rubbing 
fingernails across the teeth of a comb 
often entices this timid bird to leave its 


| 
| 


hiding place. A native of Eurasia, rare 
vagrants have found their way to the 


farmlands of Canada and New 
England. Unlike most other rails, 
the Corn Crake does not live in 
marshes but rather in meadows 
and other grasslands. When 
flushed, the chestnut wings 

with darker flight feathers are 
distinctive. Juveniles are 
similar to adults but have 
lighter barring on sides, 
flanks, and on undertail 
coverts. 

e SONG Abrasive, 
crek-crek or crake-crake, 
from which it gets its 
name, often heard at 
night. Also makes a 
soft mewing note. 
¢ BEHAVIOR 
Solitary. More 
heard than seen. 
When frightened 
runs instead of 
flies. Eats 
earthworms, insects, 
snails, slugs, and 
sometimes seeds and grains. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 


short 
yellowish bill 


buff-yeHow 
upperparts 
with black 
Spotting on , 


back 
light buff underparts 


brownish red flanks 
with brown barring 


brownish red wings with 
large chestnut patch 


Similar Birds 


SORA 
Juvenile ts slightly 


smaller; rich chestnut- 
brown back lacks 
distinctive mottling; 


¢ NESTING Incubation 16-19 days by female. Precocial young 
leave nest on day of hatching. Usually tended by female, but 
sometimes by both sexes. Young independent and flying in 


white undertail coverts 
lack barring; lacks 
chestnut wing patch. 


60 days. 1-2 broods per year. 

[| ¢ POPULATION Rare or 
SSS Pe accidental on northeast coast 

from Newfoundland south to 

Maryland. Formerly casual 

vagrant, but few records in 

recent years. Western European 


| Weak flight with legs dangling, dropping populations have declined. 


back into vegetation after short distance. 


Made of grass, twigs, and leaves ® built by female ® on ground sheltered by thick 
grasses ® 8-12 ocherish or greenish eggs spotted with reddish brown and gray; 
ovate, 1.5 inches long. 


TIME 


Shape Sa Location Pa 


LOCATION 
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Family RALLIDAE Species Ry//ys Jongirostris | +©°8h 14-16 inches | Wingspan 49_2] inches 


CLAPPER RAIL 

As with most rails the Clapper Rail 
is more often heard than seen. It 

is named for-its noisy rattling 
call which is said to sound 
like old-time clappers. 
Abrupt noises cause 
these birds to cry in 
unison; noisiest at 
night. his large rail 
is locally known as 
“marsh hen” and 
often leaves the 
cover of the salt 
marshes it 


gray-brown 
overall 


jae 
| very short tail 
with white 


inhabits to work waderianl coud 
the muddy flats at 

ok ean a gray to brown 
low tide. As it walks Hanks with 
it bobs its head and white barring 


flips its short tail exposing 
white undertail coverts. 

e SONG A series of grating 
kek-kek-kek notes, accelerating then dropping 
off. Given most often at dusk on moonlit nights or when 
suddenly disturbed by loud noise. One call stimulates another; 
the calls travel like a wave through the marsh. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Feeds mostly in the open at low tide on 
mudflats. At other times forages concealed in salt marsh 
vegetation. Eats crabs and other crustaceans, worms, 
amphibians, reptiles, mollusks, small fish, and aquatic insects. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 20-23 days by both sexes. Precocial 


young abandon nest soon after hatching. ‘Tended by both sexes. 


Independent after 35-42 days. First flight at 63-70 days. 
Possibly 2 broods per year. 


gray or gray- 
brown cheeks 


buff underparts 


eA 


long thin slightly 
down-curved bill 


KING RAIL 

Favors freshwater 
marshes; bolder black- 
and-white bars on 
flanks; bright rufous- 
brown neck and chest; 
tawny-buff cheeks; 
buff-edged back 
feathers; brown wing 
coverts; voice differs. 


VIRGINIA RAIL 
One-third the size; 
darker overall; blue-gray 


auriculars; bright rufous 
upperwing coverts. 


@ POPULATION Common in coastal salt marshes but 
declining on West Coast and in some places in the East. Casual 
on Atlantic Coast to the Maritimes. 


© CONSERVATION The 
Flight Pattern 


inland freshwater race on the 
lower Colorado River is 
considered endangered. Also 
endangered on the West Coast 
due to habitat loss and perhaps 
introduced predators. 


Low fluttering flight over short distances 
with legs dangling. 


Nest Identification Basket of aquatic vegetation and tide-deposited materials ¢ elevated on firm 


bank or under small bush ¢ built by both sexes, but male does more ¢ 5-12 buff 


Shape Leeation , V | or olive-buff eggs marked with brown; subelliptical to long subelliptical to ovate, 


1.7 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Mabitatye Migration Migratory Weight 11.4 ounces 


DATE ___ TIME LOCATION j 
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Family RALLIDAE Species Ry//us elegans Length 15-19 inches | WiN6sP@ 21_25 inches 


KING RAIL 
This large freshwater rail migrates through the Mississippi 
Valley and along the Atlantic Coast. Oddly, this bird’s | | 
population seems tied to that of the muskrat, which 

creates open spaces in the marsh providing 


Agee Shee : olive-brown 

feeding and drinking areas tor upperparts with buff- 
the rail. Widely edged back feathers olive-brown head 
and hindneck 


long slender, 
slightly down- 
curved bill 


distributed in 
the East in 
summer, it Is 
found in both 
freshwater and 
brackish marshes. 
Some consider tt 
an inland freshwater 
race of the smaller 
Clapper Rail, but the 
King Rail is more rufous and 

has buff edging on the back 

feathers and brown to rufous wing coverts. 

e SONG Series of less than 10 notes of kek-hehk-kek or 
Jupe-jupe-jupe Aeeper than those of Clapper Rail and not 
descending. Various other clucking and grunting notes. 


CINNAMON- / 
rufous foreneck / 


and chest / 
blackish upper bill, 


orange to red lower 


bill, and dusky tip 


dar & bla kish 


brown and white 


JUVENILE 


barring on flanks 


Similar Birds 


VIRGINIA RAII 
Much smaller; darker 


~ overall; blue-gray 
auriculars; bright rufous 


4 5 : : upperwing coverts. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Sometimes feeds in open, mostly in shallow 

water or mudflats exposed at low tide. Variable diet of aquatic 

and semiaquatic foods includes plant parts, invertebrates, and 

vertebrates. Terrestrial, yet migrates long distances. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 21-24 days by both sexes. Young 

abandon nest soon after hatching; stay with parents about 

63 days. Possibly 2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly common to common in freshwater and 
brackish habitat near the Gulf 

Flight Pattern Coast. Declined or disappeared 

in some areas due to loss of 

and/or contamination of habitat. 

¢ CONSERVATION 

Considered a game bird in some 

Slow floppy flight, often low above states. Wetland management 

eget wihitece dangling, crucial inland and on coast. 


CLAPPER RAIL 
“s Slightly smaller; duller 
coloring; less barring on 


flanks; variable 
plumage, but grayish 
edge on brown-centered 
back feathers and olive- 
brown wing coverts; 


frequents salt marshes. 


Dry aquatic vegetation @ 6-8 inches above water amid aquatic vegetation ® built 
by both sexes, but male does more ¢ 6-15 buff eggs spotted with brown; ovate, 


1.6 inches long. 


Shape pg Location gg¢ AAA 


TIME LOCATION 
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Family R ALLIDAE Species Ry//ys limicola Length 9_1() inches Wingspan {3.14.5 inches 


VIRGINIA RAIL 

Like all rails, the Virginia Rail generally 
does not fly when it is being 
pursued but will run swiftly 
through the marsh 
grasses. Note its gray 
cheeks and the 

reddish bill and legs. 
Flanks, lower belly, 
and undertail coverts 
are barred with black 
and white. In flight the 
wings show chestnut in 


blue-gray 
face 


blackish 


CTOODN 


whitish to 
pale chin 


the leading edge. 
Although this bird 
prefers freshwater and 
brackish marshes, it reddish legs 
often inhabits salt and feet 
marshes in winter. 

Juveniles have dark 

blackish brown 

upperparts and black, 

gray, and white mottling 

and barring on underparts. 

e SONG Resembles the 

clicking of keys on an old 
typewriter, k7d-ick, kid-ick, kid-ick or 
tic-tic-tic. Also makes kik, kik, kik, ki-queea “kicker” call and 
descending series of piglike grunts and other odd calls. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Somewhat secretive and terrestrial. Feeds 
primarily on insects but also takes aquatic animals, including 
worms, spiders, crustaceans, and small fish. Diet is varied, 
especially in winter, with duckweed and seeds of marsh grasses, 
rushes, and sedges. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 

e NESTING Incubation 18-20 days by both sexes. Young leave 
nest soon after hatching. ‘Tended by both parents. First flight at 
about 25 days. Possibly 2 broods per year. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly 
Flight Pattern 


slightly down- 
curved, long, 


slender reddish bill 


cinnamon-rufous 
throat and breast 


KING RAIL 
About twice the size ¢ 
olive-brown head; 
brown to gray cheeks; 
cinnamon-rufous 
underparts; black-and- 
white barring on flanks. 


CLAPPER RAIL 
a Larger; grayish body; 
on cinnamon to gray 
underparts; black-and- 
white barring on flanks; 
prefers salt marshes. 


common to uncommon. 
Declining but still widespread 
despite loss of wetland habitat. 
@ CONSERVATION Still 
hunted as a game bird in some 
states. Wetland protection and 
management is crucial. 


Weak brief fluttering flight with long 


legs dangling. 


Pile of matted reeds and layers of coarse aquatic vegetation and grass ® in 
tussock or clumped vegetation ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 5-13 off-white or buff 


Shape <> Location yyy \ ! eggs spotted with brown and often wreathed; oval to short oval, 1.3 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | "abltat ye Migration Migratory Weight 3.1 ounces 


DATE i TIME LOCATION __ 
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| teneth 8-10 inches | WIMESP@N 1214.5 inches 


As at Pee Re ees ee 
f ecles Porsana carolina 


Family RALLIDAE 


SORA 


In late summer large numbers of these birds gather in 
marshes to feed and build up fat reserves before migrating; 
they seem especially fond of smartweed seeds and wild black-and-buff spots 
rice. Like all rails, the Sora migrates at night, and on wings and back 
for a group that hardly distinguishes 
itself in the air, this species 
may cover almost 3,000 
miles between wintering 
and breeding grounds. 
It is identifiable by its 
short yellow bill 
framed with black 
feathers around its 
base, black throat, 

and black center in 
the upper breast. 
Small and plump, it 

is one of the most 
common North American rails. 
Juveniles lack the black on the 
face and underparts and, with 
their buff coloration, sometimes 
are confused with the much 
smaller Yellow Rail. 

¢ SONG Descending melodious 
whinny and abrasive high-pitched eek. 
Makes froglike whistle of fe7-wheer on breeding ground. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Small bill prevents it from probing into marsh 
mud for animals like the long-billed rails. Eats mainly plant life 
such as seeds, wild rice, and algae. Also feeds on insects, 
spiders, small crustaceans, and snails. Often found in the open 
where it walks slowly with head down and short tail cocked and 
flicked above white undertail coverts. Can show up in almost 
any moist habitat, especially in migration. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 19-20 days. Precocial young abandon 
nest soon after hatching. 2 broods per year. 


¢ POPULATION Common 
and widespread despite loss of 
wetland habitat. 


¢ CONSERVATION Recent 
loss of habitat due to draining 
and development of marshes; 
also due to loss of wintering 
coastal habitat. 


black patch on face 
and throat 


irregular barring of 
thin white lines on gray 
on underparts 


short chickenlike 
yellow bill 


yellow-green legs 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


JUVENILE 


VIRGINIA RAIL 
Long, slender, slightly 


very long toes 


down-curved reddish 
Fine bill; gray face; rusty-red 


throat and breast. 


YELLOW RAIL 
Much smaller; 
checkered pattern of 


buff stripes and white 
bars on a blackish back 


on upperparts; lacks 
black on chin and 

throat; shows white 
wing patch in flight. 


Weak labored floppy flight for short 
distances and low over vegetation with 
legs dangling. 


SS | A bow! of cattails, dry leaves, grasses, and reeds ® about 6 inches in diameter 
® connected to stems of marsh vegetation a few inches above water ® in reeds, 
cattails, or grasses over deeper water ® 10-12 rich buff eggs irregularly spotted 
with browns and grays; ovate, 1.2 inches long. 


Habitat yo wee Migration Migratory Weight 2 6 ounces 


| DATE TIME LOCATION 


mage Sexes similar 
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Fanuly RALLIDAE Species Negerex erythrops | *&nsth 7_8 inches WinesPen 12-13 inches 


PAINT-BILLED CRAKE 


Individuals of this widespread inhabitant of eastern and 
central South American marshlands have made 

their way to ‘Texas and Virginia. ‘This crake, 

which is a little smaller than a Sora, is 

gray-breasted with a strikingly en ee 
colored bill and legs, upperparts 


slate-gray side 


@ of head —e dark 


brown-and- 
white barring 
on undertail 


bright 
red eyes @ 


COVETTS 
greenish yellow bill 
with red-coral base briok 
slate-gray ek 
: red-coral 


underparts 
legs 


and it has barred 

flanks and 

undertail coverts. 
Generally remaining 

in thick vegetation, it 1s 


stealthy and difficult to ie ; 
; Similar Birds — f 
observe and flush. 


SORA 
Larger in size; black 
face, chin, and throat; 


5, | + ~T Ba . ~ . . 
@ SONG Utters loud, guttural, buzzing froglike croaking 
qgur’r’r’r’rk, singly or in series. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Secretive, generally staying within cover of be yellow bill; brown 
crown; white barring on 


vegetation in wetlands, but at sunrise and sunset may forage in 
; : : flanks and belly; white 


more open areas near dense vegetation. Will fly if disturbed but indectaleoroee 
lands in first available cover. Feeds on invertebrates, including greenish yellow legs. 
insects, and seeds. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 
e NESTING Incubation 19-20 
days by both sexes. Precocial 
young leave nest soon after 
hatching; tended by both sexes. 
Possibly 2 broods per year. 

Weak labored flight low over vegetation e POPULATION Accidental in 
with feet and legs dangling beneath body. Texas and Virginia. 


Flight Pattern 


Nest Identification 


Grasses or reeds @ about 6 inches in diameter ® attached to stems of vegetation 
near or over water ® 5—7 cream eggs heavily blotched with red-brown, ovate, 


Shape <=> Location ggy AAA 1.1 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | “abitatye @ Uo Migration Migratory Weight 2.2 ounces 


DATE _ ' TIME LOCATION 
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Length 19-11 inches | Wingspan 13.15 inches 


Family RALLIDAE Species Pardirallus maculatus 


SPOTTED RAIL 


‘The Spotted Rail is widespread in Central America, the Greater Antilles 
and South America, but has only been found twice in North America. It i 
has a dark body with heavy white spotting and streaking on the - 
upperparts and underparts; it should not be confused with 

any rail normally found north of Mexico. 


Juvenile plumage varies from a dark broadly edged olive- 

| ; hiaaicheehitial brown upperparts with large chunky 
drown morph with whitish helt hive shoiting bold white spotting body 

on head 


long straight bright 
yellow-green bill with 
orange-red spot at base 


——e white 
undertail 
coverts 


red eyes 


white-streaked 


dark gray- 
scapulars 


brown remiges 


throat and slight white bold white barring 
flecking on back and on underparts 
underparts to a barred 

morph that is darker with wi 
less distinct spotting and -_ 
barring. 


——e bright pinkish 
red legs 


e SONG Coarse repeated groaning 

screech that may be preceded by a short grunt, 
kr'krreih kr'krreih. Repeated grrr or kehrr with deep gruff 
pumping accelerating effect toward the end, pum-KREEP, pum- Supe nk CAG, 
KREEP. Vocal at dawn, dusk, and night. i w Juvenile has gray-brown 


¢ BEHAVIOR Not shy but rarely ventures into open, staying in _ eyes; duller yellow- 

| ca : Sk lies Ps 1 weeds i all Ms ne ok ; brown bill lacks red 
dense vegetation. Skulks in cattails, reeds, rushes, or tall grasses basal spots blacker head 
in freshwater marshes. Often nocturnal. Feeds on vegetable and upperparts; whitish 
matter, aquatic insects, and other invertebrates. Makes short underparts with black 


barring on neck and 
; breast; broad black bars 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. ‘Territorial in breeding season. on belly, sides, flanks, 


flights then drops back into marsh. 


ee i : a ; and srtail coverts: 
¢ NESTING Sequence of nesting activity unknown but mainly ve serens 


in wet season. Young precocial. 


2S Flight Pattern 


e POPULATION Fairly 
common to uncommon but local 
in breeding range. Accidental in 
Pennsylvania and ‘Texas. 

@ CONSERVATION Possible 
decline due to loss of wetlands 
to agriculture, mosquito control, 
and development. 


Weak flight low over vegetation with 
feet dangling. 


Cupped platform of grasses ¢ low in marshy vegetation ® often over water 
¢ 3-7 brownish buff eggs with brown spots; oval or short oval, 1.3 inches long. 


Shape <> Location NAAR tee 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family RALLIDAE Species Porphyrula martinica | 8M 13-14 inches | W!€SP8" 22 inches 


PURPLE GALLINULE 


‘This beautiful brightly colored member of the rail family 
can be seen walking gracefully on lily pads on extremely 
long yellow feet or swimming in open water with its head 
pumping back and forth. Most often, seen in 


ae eed toy ale blue 
protected areas in the south, such as the glossy i eee 
- aa Se LTCEN DACR ey AG 
Everglades National Park, 6 shield 
individuals have kc ae 
red bill with 


wandered as 
far north as 
New England. 
Gaudy in 
color, the hues 
blend with the 
greens of 
marsh vegetation 
and the reflections 
of blue sky on water, 

sometimes making the 

bird difficult to see if not for 

the flicking tail revealing white 
undertail coverts. Juveniles have 
chocolate-brown to bluish olive 
upperparts and paler underparts. 

e SONG Various abrasive shrieking 
calls and hoarse chatters: sharp £7’/k’ or 
kee-k’, gruff kruk kruk-kruk-kruk, screaming whiehrrr or w‘heehrr, 
series of rapid clucking kahw cohw-cohw-cohw or keh-keh-keh. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Feeds on seeds, fruits, and other parts of wild 
rice; grasses; fruit of water lily; grains; insects; crustaceans; 
snails; eggs and sometimes nestlings of marsh birds; amphibians; 
and small fish. Pumps and bobs head. Flicks short cocked tail 
when walking. Climbs well in vegetation. 

¢ BREEDING Cooperative. 

e NESTING Incubation 22-25 days by both sexes. Precocial 
young abandon nest soon after hatching and drying off. Tended 
andfed by both sexes, often with help from other birds. First 
flight at about 63 days. Possibly 2 broods per year. 


e POPULATION Fairly 
Flight Pattern 


yellow tip 


bright purplish 
head and neck 


| bright purplish underparts 
snow-white 
undertail coverts 


-e yellow legs and feet 


JUVENILE 


: 


aa 


Similar Birds 


COMMON MOORHEN 
White line separates 
flanks from upperparts 
in juveniles and adults 
® adults have red frontal 
shield; gray underparts; 
brownish upperparts. 


, AMERICAN COOT 
Gray body; blackish 
head and neck; white 


bill and reddish brown 
frontal shield. 


common in southern and coastal 
freshwater marshes, vegetated 
lakes, overgrown swamps, and 
lagoons. Decline due to loss of 
wetlands habitat. 


® CONSERVATION Wetland 
conservation critical. 


Labored slow flight with legs dangling just 


above water. 


Nest Identification 


Green and dry stems with leaves ® floating island of vegetation ® built by both 
sexes ® 5—10 cinnamon-pink or buff eggs marked with brown, 1.5 inches long. 


Shape pa Location 22 i 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ys cee Migration Migratory Weight 9.1 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION __* 


Family RALLIDAE 


COMMON MOORHEN 
This is a fairly tame 
chickenlike bird of 
freshwater marshes, 
ponds, and lakes 
with heavy 

stands of cattails, 
rushes, sedges, 

and other 

aquatic vegetation. 
¢ SONG No 
musical sounds 


back 


Species Ga/linula chloropus 


brownish olive 
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Length 14 inches 


Wingspan 20_23 inches 


blackish head 
and neck @ 


red frontal 


. shield 


white “line” 


on side ’ 


red bill 
with yellow 
tip 


are produced. 

Vocalizations range 

from explosive, 

froglike Aups to loud, 
chickenlike grunts, clucks, 
and squeaks along with 
drawn-out whines and rapid 
thicket-thicket-thicket calls. 

¢ BEHAVIOR This noisy 
bird of the wetlands, unlike 
most of the rail family, is often 
seen in the open walking over 
or climbing through aquatic 
vegetation. It swims with a 
pumping back-and-forth motion of 

its head and neck. When walking it 

often flicks its tail up and down, flashing 

the white undertail coverts with their dark 

center. Usually found in medium to large groups 

in which individuals can be aggressive toward other members in 
disputes over food, mates, or nesting areas. Feeds on aquatic 
vegetation, snails, grasshoppers, and other invertebrates. 


red 


garter yellow-green legs 


yellow feet 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


Similar Birds 


AMERICAN COOT 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary to semicolonial, some White bill; slate-gray 
cooperative breeding. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 18-22 days by both sexes. Precocial 
young stay in nest 40-50 days, fed by both parents and extra 
birds. 1-3 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common, 
but loss of wetlands has 
resulted in decline, especially 
in northern range. Still 
widespread; may be common 
in good marsh habitat. 


back; no white band 
on flanks. 


Swift and strong direct flight when 
moving long distance. Weak and fluttering 
flight when moving very short distance. 


Often with ramp of vegetation ®¢ made of bleached aquatic vegetation lined 
with grass ® on ground near water or low shrub over water ® built by both sexes 
¢ 2-13 cinnamon or buff eggs spotted with reddish brown or olive and overlaid 
with scattered fine dots, 1.7 inches long. 


TIME LOCATION 
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Family RALLIDAE Species By /icg atra Length 15.5 inches Wingspan 23.28 inches 


EURASIAN COOT 


On very rare occasions this European and Asiatic bird 

has wandered off course and been recorded as an 

accidental straggler to Labrador and Newfoundland in 

eastern North America, as well as to the Pribilof Islands SSS 
in Alaskan waters. Dumpy and round, the Eurasian Coot 

is the only entirely grayish black waterbird with a white 


white forehead @ lossy jet-black head stout body 


shield e 


- slate-black overall 

Z 
white 
Dill @ 


forehead and bill. Unlike the American Coot, 

this species has entirely black undertail coverts; its 

white frontal shield is broad, rounded, and covers the 
front of the head; and a narrow white border shows on the 


slate-black undertail 
COverTS 


trailing edge of the inner wings in flight. 


® SONG Loud high-pitched sows, sewk, and cut or sharp peu! 

¢ BEHAVIOR More than 75 percent of diet made up of leaves, ry 

fronds, seeds, and roots of aquatic plants; remainder made up of 
insects, small fish, mollusks, crustaceans, and amphibians. Dives AMERICAN COOT 

for food, picks it from surface of water, or grazes on land. Runs Lighter slate-gray; 
across water flapping wings to gain flight. Quarrelsome; often wovents: ced aieGince 
drives and chases other birds. band on bill; small red 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Gregarious. . patch on tones 

¢ NESTING Incubation 21-25 days by both sexes. Young swim 
soon after hatching and follow 
parents for feeding. First flight 
at about 55-60 days. 1-2 broods 


white sides on undertail 


Flight Pattern 


per year. 
e POPULATION Accidental 
straggler to Newfoundland, 
Labrador, and the Pribilofs. 
Common in Europe and Asia. 


laa 


Rapid direct flight with somewhat stiff 


wing beats; feet protrude beyond tail. 


Nest Identification 


Dead cattails and bulrushes ¢ lined with finer materials © anchored to standing 


plants among tall marsh vegetation in shallow waters ® built by both sexes 
Shape pg Location ~@ | \ e 2-12 buff to grayish eggs with white spots. 


Plumage Sexes similar | abitat eee ye Migration Migratory Weight (Jndetermined 


DATE __ TIME LOCATION 
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Family RALLIDAE Species Fy jica americana Length 15 inches 


/ Pr > fy ryan 
AMERICAN COOT 
Lhis close relative of the gallinules and moorhens lives 
on open water and ts often mistaken for a duck. It | 


Wingspan 23.28 inches 


pumps its small head back and forth like a chicken when 


walking or swimming and usually travels and feeds in gray-black 
flocks. A common and widely distributed species over head and _—e reddish 


NEL # eo 


brown 
frontal 
shield 


much of North America, the American Coot ts easily 
distinguished by its overall slate-gray plumage, which 1s 


slate-gray body 


short 
white bill 


blacker on the head and neck, its white bill, and small reddish 
brown frontal shield. Juveniles are similar to adults but paler, 
particularly on the underparts, with a darker bill. 


COMMON MOORHEN 
Red shield; yellow- 


tipped red bill; brown 


e SONG Grunts, grating quacks, and hoarse chatters of fe-yih 
and &-rrk! or krek! Drawling 4-yew-r and laughing wah wahk or 
kuk-kuk-kuk-kuk-kuk. 

e BEHAVIOR Feeds by immersing head and neck in shallows 
with body and tail tipped up. May also pick food off surface. 
Dives 10-25 feet deep for fronds, leaves, seeds, and roots of 
aquatic plants, which make up most of diet. Also eats insects, 
amphibians, mollusks, and small fish. Runs with wings flapping 
rapidly to gain flight from water. Often aggressive toward other 
waterbirds, chasing them nosily from its vicinity. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Pairs display in front of each 
other on water in courtship. Male also chases female across 
surface of water. 


back; white-tipped 


flank feathers form line 
between flank and back 
e juvenile paler with 

white flank stripe. 


PURPLE GALLINULE 
Dark bluish purple 


head, neck, and 


underparts; greenish 
brown back; yellow- 


tipped red bill; pale 


blue shield ¢ juvenile 


has olive-brown 
upperparts; pale brown 


underparts; dull 


yellowish bill. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 21-25 days by both sexes. Precocial 


young abandon nest shortly 
Flight Pattern 


after hatching and drying off. 
‘Tended by both sexes. First 
flight at 49-56 days. 1—2 broods 
per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common to 
abundant. Has decreased in the 
East in recent years. 


Fairly swift direct flight with rapid wing 
beats and feet protruding beyond tail. 


Made of dead stems ® lined with finer material ¢ floating and anchored to 
vegetation ® built by both sexes ® 2-12 pinkish buff eggs marked with blackish 


brown, 1.9 inches long. 


Shape po Location pa AAA 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family ARAMIDAE Species Argmus guarauna | *®°8th 26-28 inches | WiP8SPAN 42 inches _ 


LIMPKIN 
Named for its odd limping gait, this bird appears bold white streaking 
similar to the smaller ibis. With its long neck and on head and neck 
legs, the Limpkin walks with twitching tail and a 
bit of a hunch like a rail. No other marsh species 
looks quite like it with its chocolate plumage 
washed with a green metallic sheen and liberally 
sprinkled with white streaks on the head, neck, 
and back. Its loud wailing scream, mostly 
heard at night, sounds like a crazed 
banshee in the swamp and was one of 
the “jungle sounds” Hollywood left 

in the soundtracks of early ‘Tarzan 
movies shot in Florida. 

e SONG Wailing 4er-7-ce-oww, her- 
r-€0-00®, ker-1-€C-00W, k-C0®, k-C0®. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Stays near cover 
but sometimes perches high in 
open; heard more than seen. 
Skulks along edges of 
marshes and swamps, 
jerking head to look 

around; lifts feet high 

when walking. Probes 

long bill into mud or 

water to catch food by 


long, slender 
slightly decurved bill 


bold white streaking on 
back and wing coverts 


brown feathers with 
metallic green sheen 


long broad wings 


WHITE IBIS 

Juvenile has whitish 

long gray- head and neck with 

green legs dusky streaks; dark 
brown crown and 
upperparts; white 
underparts; white rump 

webless and uppertail coverts 


short taile 


sight oF touch with covered by feet usually noticeable in 
sensitive bill. Favorite wings at rest flight: pink legs: 


decurved pinkish red 


food is the large apple ie 
bill with black tp. 


snail, Pomacea, but also eats 
other freshwater snails, mussels, 
frogs, crustaceans, and insects. 


GLossy IBIS 
Decurved gray-white 
bill with black tip; 


Very tame. In flight legs protrude . tie» grayish legs; gray- 
beyond short tail; neck extends cranelike. brown head and neck 
: with white streaks; 
@ > ‘ \ ; - . O 
BREEDING Monogamous. eray-brown underparts; 
¢ NESTING Incubation by both sexes. Precocial young tended dull metallic olive- 


green upperparts. 


and ted by i or both sexes. 2-3 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Locally common in swamps and wetlands; rare to 
fairly common in Florida; casual 
in southern Georgia; accidental 
north to Maryland. 

mea neato eerie ¢ CONSERVATION Nearly 
hunted to extinction in early 
1900s until federal laws and 
sanctuaries protected them, and 
their numbers slowly increased. 


Plight Pattern 


Distinctive direct flight like hurried 
crane is heavy with quick upstrokes 
and slow downstrokes. 


he ganas spe . 

a> Nest Identification 

, Reeds and grass ® lined with fine materials ¢ built by both sexes ® 3-8 olive or 
buff eggs marked with brown; oval or short oval, 2.3 inches long. 


Shape a> Location ‘ BR xcs ey 


aah 
DATE _ TIME LOCATION 
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Family GRUIDAE } Species Crus canadensis tie Length 34 48 inches | Wingspan 73_90 inches 


S AN D H ILL C RAN EK dull red skin 


The five North American subspecies of this crane (plus one in On Crown 

Cuba) differ in size and intensity of coloration. The small and lores 

southern sedentary populations are the most threatened. On 

the ground cranes look stately with long necks, heavy ie” straight 
straight bills, long legs, “bustle” of tertials drooping over ie blackish 
the tail, and upright stance. In flight they are ig gray Dill 
distinguished from herons because the neck and head 

are extended and the slow downward wing beat is ‘id whitish cheeks, 
jerked quickly upward. This bird may probe for ae ae ange 
food in mud that contains iron, which deposits 

on the bill and stains the feathers rusty- 
brown when the bird preens. 


¢ SONG Noisy trumpetlike 
garo0-00-Q-a-a-a; Can carry 
more than a mile. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Roosts } " 
communally at night in winter, #& ) gray body 
standing on damp low land or 

in shallow water. Courtship 

dances in late winter and 

spring involve bounding j long blackish 
6-8 feet into air with wings gray legs and feet 
half spread and calling loudly. 

Eats variety of plants and = 
animals. In summer feeds in Similar Birds 
breeding marshes or nearby re eS 


long neck 


JUVENILE 


WHOOPING CRANE 


meadows. Walks great distances Be iaiye Cea Rare; larger; white; 
for food. May soar on thermals and iia ciel } reddish black mustache; 


black primaries visible 


migrate so high it 1s invisible from the ground. et 
ght. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Thought to mate for life. Ce mee 
: : . GREAT BLUE HERON 

¢ NESTING Incubation 28-32 days by both sexes. Precocial ™@ Lacks “bustle”; gray 

young leave nest soon after hatching. First flight at 65 days. upperparts; yellow bill; 


feprood per year. dull yellow-brown legs; 
, white head; elongated 


¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common and local. Stable black supercilium; flies 
or increasing, though vulnerable to habitat loss. with neck pulled back 


Peas : ; in S-curve on body. 
® CONSERVATION Killing and habitat loss to agriculture 
depleted southern numbers in the last two centuries. Degradation of 

habitat at major migration 

stopping points seriously 

impacting species. Mississippi 

Sandhill Crane National 

Wildlife Refuge houses most 

remaining Mississippi Sandhill 

Heavy, labored, steady wing beats with : 8 PP Le 
slow downstroke and rapid jerky upstroke. Cranes, and there is an active 
Flies in V or straight line formation. propagation program. 


: fae ay 
| Dead sticks, moss, reeds, and grass @ built by both sexes © 2 buff eggs 
marked with olive or 2 olive eggs marked with brown; subelliptical to long 
Shape a» Location xg soo | oval, 3.7—3.8 x 2.3 inches. 


Habitat yn Migration Come migrate woe 4 pounds 


LOCATION 
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Family GRUIDAE Species Gras grus Length 4451 inches | WiNéspan 79_9] inches 


COMMON CRANE 


‘This Eurasian bird has occurred in 
North America as an accidental 
vagrant to central Alaska, western 
Canada, the Great Plains, and the , 
Midwest. These appearances almost 


always have been in the company of 


Sandhill Cranes. It is believed that 
Sandhills breeding in eastern Russia 
may be accompanied in migration 
by Common Cranes breeding in 

the same area. In flight note the 
black flight feathers and short 
tail. Juvenile has brown 
mottled gray plumage with 
a brown head and neck. 

e SONG Bold piercing 
trumpeting or at times a 
low mellow warble. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Very wary. 
If threatened usually will 
leave nest quietly and not 
take flight until a distance 
away. Flies with head and 
legs outstretched. May 
allow close approach. Feeds 
in dry places, preferring seeds, 
berries, grain, and young shoots. 


Frequently eats insects and mollusks, 
occasionally small mammals, fish, and frogs. 


® BREEDING Monogamous. Preco 
season several birds gather and take 
characteristic displays such as squatt 
with half-opened wings. 

¢ NESTING Nest sometimes used 
Incubation 30 days by both sexes in 
night. Precocial young leave nest soc 


both parents. First flight at 65-70 days. 1 brood per year. 


Flight Pattern 


Straight flight with deep even wing beats, 
slow downstroke, and quick upstroke. 
Flies in V formation during migration. 


Nest Identification 


Matted grasses @ in shallow water or set on reeds or in a thicket ® 2 brownish 


Shape a> Location 22 yey \! OE 
AMA aay 


Plumage Sexes similar | “@bitat A iz %¢ 


DATE __ TIME 


patch of red bare 
skin on crown 


\ * long straight 
broad white \ dull yellow bill 
postocular stripe 
extends from eye to 
back of long neck \ 
\s black face, chin, 
throat, and neck 


overall gray 


-© long black 
legs and feet 


SANDHILL CRANE 
Gray body; red bare 
skin also on forehead 
. . ‘ . and lores; lacks black- 
cial. During breeding RRR ARS, ~ 

re . : and-white pattern on 
turns performing head and neck; only 
ing, hopping, and calling, primary feathers on 
wing are black 


; ¢ juveniles very similar 
several years consecutively. but Common Crane has 
turn; female incubates at black in entire trailing 

> : ~dge of wing. 
yn after hatching; tended by ee 


e POPULATION Accidental 
vagrant to Midwest, Great 
Plains, western Canada, and 
central Alaska. Uncommon to 
fairly common, local in Eurasia. 
¢ CONSERVATION Not 
threatened; some concern due 
to loss of wetland habitat. 


olive eggs with red-brown spots; elongated ovoid, 3.8 x 2.3 inches. 


Weight 12.1 pounds 


Migration \ fi gratory 


LOCATION 


Family GRUIDAE 


WHOOPING CRANE 


‘The stately Whooping Crane is the 
tallest bird in North America and one 
of the most endangered. By 1941 
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Wingspan 87 inches 


Length 52 inches 


bright red bare 
yellow bill 


white eyes 


only fifteen individuals wintering on 
the Texas coast were left in the wild. 
The breeding grounds of these birds 
were unknown until 1954 when they 
were discovered in Wood Buffalo 
National Park in Alberta 1n central 
Canada. Intensive conservation and 
management programs have slowly 
increased this flock to more than one 
hundred fifty individuals. ‘The juvenile 
is White with a rusty red head and neck 
and has rusty red feathers scattered 
over rest of its body. 

e SONG Piercing trumpetlike fe7-/o0 
ker-lee-/oo that can be heard for more 
than 2 miles. This volume 1s achieved 
by the 5-foot-long trachea coiled within 
the keel of the breast bone. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Eats fish, frogs, small 


long neck blackish red mustache-like 


wedge extends from bill below 
eye to back of face 


white overall 


black wing tips 


long black aoe i = 
legs and feet SANDHILL CRANE 


mammals, mollusks, crustaceans, corn, 
other grains, and roots of water plants. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous; mates for 
life. In courtship dance, one of pair begins 


Smaller; lacks 
mustache; bare red skin 
also on forehead and 
lores; pale gray overall; 
black bill and legs; 


shows black primaries 


by lowering head and flapping wings. Bird ; 
in flight. 


leaps 3 feet in air with head back, bill pointed 
skyward, neck arched over back, legs stiff, and wings flapping. pye-_ AMERICAN 

Mate runs forward a few steps, pumping head up and down and ZI foe seme 
flapping wings. Then both leap into air and bounce up and acini ie 
down. The silent dance ends as suddenly as it begins. On 

wintering grounds do not form flocks but maintain family 
groups of 34 birds and hold winter territory. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 29-35 days by both sexes. Precocial 
young abandon nest soon after hatching; tended by both 

parents. First flight at approximately 80—90 days. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Increasing. 
Populations introduced in Idaho 
and Florida. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Endangered, but public 
education as well as intensive 
management and protection 
programs, slowly succeeding. 


primaries, and upper 
primary coverts; short 
legs; flies with neck 
folded and long yellow- 
orange bill resting 


on breast. 


Typical crane flight of slow downward 
wing beat with powerful flick or jerk on 
upbeat. Flies in V formation in migration. 


Soft or coarse grass, reeds, or sod @ built on a mound by both sexes 
¢ 1-3 cream-olive buff eggs marked with brown; ovate or elliptical ovate, 
3.9 x 2.5 inches. 


Shape => Location sum gz AAA 


pee Sexes similar Migration \{igratory Weight 12.8 pounds __ 


DATE TIME 


LOCATION 
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Family BURHINIDAE | Species Burhinus bistriatus 


Length 18-20 inches | “!"&SP8" 3136 inches 


DOUBLE-STRIPED THICK-KNEE ~~ 
This crow-sized ploverlike bird is native to 
grasslands from southern Mexico to northern South 
America but has strayed to southern Texas. In 
some places it is kept as a pet and a sentinel. It larve buffy 
is named for its large knee joints. Fhe long head a 
legs are well adapted for running, which it 
does in short sprints like a plover with its 
head pulled back on its shoulders. Mostly 
a nocturnal bird, it has large eyes for broad white e 
night vision. In flight it has a 
conspicuous black-and-white- ag an Pe 
banded tail and a broken white ee 

° . GNA CTOON 
Wing stripe. 
¢ SONG Loud clipped 
barking or clucking, s@/- 
kah-kah or kyeh-kyeh-kyeh. 
Sometimes sounds like 
frogs. Also shrilled 
kwehr-kwehr and 
kreh-ehr. 
e BEHAVIOR 
Nocturnal. Resting 
and preening by 
day. Inconspicuous 
despite large size: 
| often rests in shade 
of shrub, screened by 
vegetation. Prefers to 
run rather than fly 
when disturbed. Feeds 
mostly at night on 
insects, small reptiles, 
amphibians, mollusks, 


- 
yellow eyes 


Pos and eye lids 


DiAt k SIT1 Pe 0 }] 
f 


S1Z€ OF CTORN 


SUPETCHIUM 


© black bill 
with variable 
dull greentsh 


} 
yellow base 


® bu ify neck 
and bre GST 
STTCAKEA 


with brown 


‘e fairly large wings with 
hlack trailing edze and 
white wing strip broken 
on inner primaries 


Mille De tl } 


crustaceans, and seeds. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
e NESTING Incubation 25-27 days 
by female, usually assisted by male. May move eggs to new location 
when threatened. Young are 
Flight Pattern precocial and may leay e nest 
within 1 day after hatching, but 


De ae <— still are tended by both parents. 


1-2 broods per year. 


a Se e POPULATION Fairly 


common to common in 
breeding range. 


allow unlined depression near 


) buff and heavily spattered 


| | 
Plumage Sexes similar | @>iat  _® Migration Nionmigratory | “l€" 1.7 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family CHARADRUDAE Species Vanellus vanellus | “8 12-13 inches | WirsP2" 2124 inches 


NORTHERN LAPWING | 

Easily identified by its crest, the Northern eae 
Lapwing fits a niche in Eurasia similar to black crest 
that of the Killdeer in North America. It ts 
the only crested plover to occur in North 
America, usually in winter when the sides 
of its head and crest are buff-colored. On 
rare occasions winter storms have blown 
numbers of this bird across the Atlantic. 
The Northern Lapwing often feeds at 
night, especially during a full moon. Its 
broad rounded wings have black tips 
on all but the outer 3-4 primary 
feathers, which have white tps. 
When bird is in flight it shows 

white underwing linings and a 

white tail with a broad black 
subterminal band. 

¢ SONG A whistled wee-/p or 
pee-wit. A territorial song of 
coo-wee-ip and wee-willuch- 

coo-wee-ip. In flight, often 

calls pee-wit repeatedly. 

¢ BEHAVIOR On 

breeding grounds in 

Greenland, Europe, and 

Asia, stays in large flocks 

when not breeding. Noisy 

and obvious in flight. Often 


irregular black patch 
beneath eye extends onto 
lores and auriculars 


dark green-glossed ¢ 
upperparts 
ee “are black 


breast 


broad rounded 
@ wings 


——e white 
underparts 


” tawny undertail 
chases larger birds, including coverts 
raptors, from territory. Feeds 

chiefly on wide variety of 

invertebrates, taking some plant 

materials and their seeds. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Rather noisy 

when breeding. Male has bowing display, revealing its 

tawny undertail coverts and accompanied by wheezing sounds. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 24—28 days by both sexes. Young precocial. 
First flight at 35-40 days. 

1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Casual in fall 
and winter in northeastern 
states and provinces; accidental 
elsewhere in the the eastern US 
Strong direct flight on rapidly as far south as Florida. Common 
beating wings. in Eurasia. 


Lined with grasses ® usually on slightly raised ground ® built by male ¢ 45 pale 
brown eggs, blotched with black, 1.85 inches long. 


| DATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape -ee- Location yyy so 
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Family CHARADRIIDAE Species Plywialis squatarola | ©8M 11.513 inches | WiM8sPan 27_25 inches 
=A 


r ~ > ~ — 

BLACK-BELLIED PLOVER 
The largest of the North American plovers, this white stripe over 
stocky bird has a cautious nature and tends to eyes extends down ee eae | 

ios : : ; sides of neck @ gray-white ‘ 
travel in flocks, which helped it survive ; . oer and 
during a period when many plovers were —— forchead 
destroyed by market hunters. ‘This is 
the grayest of all the New World 


ai 


mo 


short stout 


plovers in both breeding and eray-spotted : black bill 

winter plumages. In flight it black upperparts \ 

shows a bold white wing Ne black face, chin, 
and throat 


stripe, white uppertail 
coverts, and black 

axillars. Seen on 
black breast 
and belly 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


SNO®-white 


mudflats in winter, this 5 
tail coverts 


bird is distinguished by its 
larger size, stout black bill, 
and gray plumage. 

¢ SONG Long melancholy 
triple-note whistle, //ce-00-cece 
or pee-oo-ee, with second note 


AMERICAN 
GOLDEN-PLOVER 
Winter adults and 
juveniles are smaller; 


long primary projection 
beyond tertials and tail; 
dusky underwings and 
axillars; in flight show 
uniform upperparts with 
indistinct, narrow 
whitish wing stripe. 


lower-pitched. 

@ BEHAVIOR Feeds along 
seacoasts on broad tidal sand, 
mudflats, or in salt marshes. Eats marine 
worms, insects, small mollusks, and crustaceans. 


PACIFIC 

& re Py ay Ga ‘ r . 

BREEDING Monogamous. Gon isen pioeen 
® NESTING Incubation 26-27 days by both sexes. Young Winter adults and 
precocial; leave nest soon after hatching. ‘Tended by both sexes wanes eo 
~ ‘ smaiier DlaCKk DIT; DU 

; tots . panei, eer £14 OUR, ae ae ee zs 
for 14 days, then by male only. First flight at 23-35 days. Gast to plumaceibud 
1 brood per year. spots and bars on 


underparts. 


@¢ POPULATION Uncommon to common migrant on both 
coasts and in Great Lakes; uncommon to rare elsewhere in interior. 
On tundra breeding grounds 
cycles between uncommon, 
common, and rare. Difficult to 
detect population trends. 
¢ CONSERVATION Stopover 
staging areas for foraging 
migrants important to 
population stability. 


Nest Identification aus . 
fundra moss ® lined with dried grasses, moss, and lichens ¢ on dry ground with 


good visibility © male begins scrape; lined by female ¢ 3-5 gray, green, whitish, 


Strong direct flight with rapid wing beats. 


Shape -~ee- Location sam or brown eggs spotted and scrawled with dark brown and black, 2 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | @bitat ~en ee Migration Migratory Weight 7.8 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family CHARADRIIDAE Species Piyxialis apricaria | +©"8 11 inches WIESPaN 22 inches 


EUROPEAN GOLDEN-PLOVER ‘an 


Named for its golden color, this medium- blackish crown 
sized bulky plover is the southernmost with small bright 
nester and shortest-distance migrant of any 82/4 SPo/ting 
bird in its genus. In North America it is an 
irregular spring visitor to Newfoundland ‘ Tm a , 
when in migration it overshoots southern 

Greenland, where it breeds. It is larger isebieh 

and plumper than the American upperparts with 
Golden-Plover, with a shorter bill and = swa// bright 
extensive white on the sides of the gold spotting 
neck that almost meets on the breast 
and extends along the sides and 
flanks to the undertail coverts. In 
flight the whitish stripe extends 
as a bar on the base of the upper 
primaries and the 
underwings are white. 
Males and 


“~———e white band on 
forehead runs across 
supercilium and down 
sides of neck and 

along flanks 


small black bill 


blackish neck 
with small bright 
gold spotting 


black underparts 
trimmed in white 


Similar Birds 


AMERICAN 
GOLDEN-PLOVER 
Gray underwings and 


mostly whitish 
undertail 


short dark 
} females are legs 
similar but some females have 
white-tipped feathers on the blackish 
face. Winter adults show dull golden brown 


axillaries; WW hite on sides 
of neck does not extend 
onto sides; completely 


|| upperparts and underparts and a white belly. = black underparts. 
¢ SONG Melancholy drawn-out whistle, /voee. 2 PACIFIC 
> , : ; e > em GOLDEN-PLOVER 
_| @ BEHAVIOR Shy and alert. Wary. Will leave nest long before Bie chats Sr oat 
| approached and fly around closely or watch from a distance ‘ eéloreds pia 


calling anxiously. Eats mainly earthworms but also consumes underwings and 


wide range of invertebrates, including mollusks, slugs, snails, axillaries; sides tramed 


‘ 2 with white; black- 
insects, and their larvae; eats some vegetable matter. 


barred flanks and 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Performs high circling display. undertail. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 28-31 days by both sexes. Young 
precocial; leave nest day of 

hatching. ‘Tended by both ie ea 
sexes. First flight at 25-33 days. J Pf wh 
1 brood per year. ye 
¢ POPULATION Casual 
strageler to Newfoundland in 
spring. Uncommon to fairly 
common on breeding grounds. 


Flight Pattern 


Swift direct flight with rapid wing beats. 


C}. Nest Identification 


i . . . ° e an tate 
Lined with stems, leaves, and lichens ¢ on raised pile of lichens or grass 


¢ 4 yellowish eggs with thick blotches; pyriform, 2 inches long. 


Shape -ee- Location szz:5 mmm £¢¥ 


|| Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat y= we, LH Me Migration Migratory Weight 7.5 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family CHARADRIDAE Species P/yzjalis dominica \*©°8th 10-11 inches | Wingspan 18 22 5 inches 


AMERICAN GOLDEN-PLOVER 
‘This expert long-distance migrant flies 
at a rate of sixty miles per hour and 
covers thousands of miles per year 
between Arctic tundra nesting 
grounds and winter quarters as 


short thin 


black bill 


eyes and forehead extends 
down sides of neck 


: dark brown 

far away as Argentina. Once upperparts dappled ” 
an abundant bird, the profusely with 
American Golden-Plover golden spots 
was almost eradicted by 
market hunters during 
the late 1800s. 
Winter adults and 


‘e black face 
and forenet & 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


. . ».. 
juveniles are brown | —_= 
overall with darker » black underparts, 

os cad including undertail 
upperparts than ee 

COVETTS 

underparts and lack the 
distinctive black-and-white 
markings. In flight in all 
plumages the uppertail coverts 
and back are the same color, the 
underwings are gray throughout, 


and there is an indistinct pale wing . and spotting on 
upperparts; less 


PACIFIC GOLDEN- 
PLOVER 

Longer tertials; 
shorter primary 


projection ® juveniles 


and winter birds 


appear golden yellow 


overall with spangling 


stripe. Primaries of standing birds extend well past the tail. conte ieee 
¢ SONG Shrieking su-wheep or quee-dle. | 
¢ BEHAVIOR Often flies in small swiftly moving flocks. Holds 
wings above back after alighting; often bobs head. Feeds on 
insects (mostly grasshoppers, crickets, and larvae), small 

mollusks, and crustaceans. On tundra often gorges on crowberry 

in preparation for autumn migration. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 26-27 days by both sexes in turn; male | 
by day, female at night. Precocial young abandon nest soon after 
hatching. ‘lended by both sexes. First flight at 21-24 days. 

1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon. 
May be limited because of 
habitat loss on South American 
winter range; perhaps never 
fully recovered from 19th- 
century market hunting. 


MOUNTAIN PLOVER 
Plainer overall 

without markings on 
lower breast or belly; 


pale legs. 


BLACK-BELLIED 
PLOVER 

in winter plumage 
has black axillaries; 
white rump. 


Swift strong direct flight on steady rapid 
wing beats. Flies in tight flocks that 
constantly change shape 


Nest Identification 


Lined with lichens, moss, grass, and leaves ® on ground in tundra ¢ built by male 
¢ 3-4 cinnamon to light buff or cream eggs marked with black and brown spots 


Shape -se Location ge¢ and blotches, 1.9 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Mabitat ses Ne Migration Migratory Weight 5 1 ounces 


DATE TIME 7 LOCATION 
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Family CHARADRIIDAE 


PACIFIC GOLDEN-PLOVER 
‘The smallest of the Golden-Plovers 
is most likely to be seen in the 
Pacific Coast states of North 
America in winter. It breeds on 

the coast and river valleys of 
northwestern Alaska and thik @ 
winters in southern Asia aad 
and on many Pacific Kose bee 
islands, including the and throat 
Hawaiian Islands — a 

feat requiring pinpoint 
navigational skills. If 

grassland or coastal roosting 
sites are unavailable, these 
plovers may roost on flat roofs 
of buildings. In winter plumage 
bird has mottled tawny-buff 
and brown upperparts, and 
whitish buff underparts 
with spots and bars. 

e SONG Repeated, 
plaintive /ece-chewee; 
also loud chu-wheet. 
¢ BEHAVIOR 
Eats variety of 
invertebrates, 
seeds, and berries. 
Feeds in small 
flocks, often 
associating with 
other shorebirds. 
Makes short runs 


black underparts “ 
to undertail 
COVETTS 


long grayish e—— 


black legs 


dusky-black 
postocular 
stripe and 
rear edge of 
ear coverts 


face, chin, 
throat, and 
upper neck 
white with tiny 
black flecking 


> 
1 3.9. 


more EXtenslve 


white feathering on 
sides, flanks, and 
undertail coverts 


Species P/yejalis fulva Length 9 75 inches Wingspan 18 inches 


white line extends from 
forehead over eye and 
behind face; along side of 
neck, sides, and flanks; and 
onto undertail coverts 


bright golden 
spangling and spotting 


on upperparts 


MALE 


white on flanks 
and undertail 
COveTTS 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


AMERICAN 
GOLDEN-PLOVER 


> In winter dark streaking 


and tipping on breast 
feathers is broader and 
forms mottled or barred 
pattern; duller in color; 
primaries extend well 
beyond tail when 
standing; shorter bill 


and stops and quickly stabs 

at ground during feeding. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 25 days by both sexes. Precocial young 

abandon nest shortly after hatching. ‘Tended by both sexes but 
find own food. First flight at 
26-28 days. 
¢ POPULATION Uncommon 
to casual along Pacific Coast in 
winter. Common to fairly 
common on breeding grounds 
in western Alaska and Siberia. 


and legs ® in breeding 


plumage white stripe 


stops on side of neck; 


black undertail coverts. 


Swift direct flight with rapid steady 
wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Lined with lichens, moss, grass, and dead leaves ¢ built by male ¢ 4 whitish to 


buff, cinnamon-buff, creamy buff, greenish buff, or ivory-yellow eggs heavily 
marked with dark black or brown; ovate pyriform, 1.9 inches long. 


Location mmm jixieis LEX 


_| Plumage Sexes differ Migration Migratory Weight 5 4 ounces 


| 
| DATE 


| 


| Shape -ge- 


TIME LOCATION 


228 © BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


Family CHARADRIDAE Species Charadrius alexandrinus \*©"8th 67 inches | Wingspan 13.5 inches 


SNOWY PLOVER 


‘The smallest and whitest of the 

North American plovers inhabits 

barren sandy beaches. Unlike 

all other “ringed” plovers sand-colored 
in North America, breast UpPp ars 
band is never complete. 
Females and juveniles 
resemble males 
except for 


? smaller 
lighter 
breast 


band 


black 


forehead 


/ong thin 
black bill 


sand-colored 


upperparts 


black 
patch 


black 
forehead 


long 


FEMALE thin black 
dark bill 
legs large dark 


breast band 


their smaller 

lighter breast 

bands. Adults have a 
blackish forehead with a dark 
patch behind the eye. legs 

© SONG Soft 47v/ and a mellow 

kuwheet or pee-e-et. 

@ BEHAVIOR Feeds like Sanderlings, ~ Similar Birds 

chasing waves in and out to glean small ae ae 
crustaceans and soft invertebrates from the wet 


JUVENILE 


PIPING PLOVER 
Breeding plumage has 


sand, Inland foraging birds add small insects to their - . complete breast band, 
diets. Gathers in flocks in nonbreeding season. ‘Tends to ® yellow bill with black 
run away rapidly when approached on open flats. tip; yellow legs and 
aes , oc feet; no dark ear patch 
® BREEDING Monogamous; some individuals polygamous. : é im avinter hasten 


e NESTING Incubation 24—32 days by both sexes. Young fed bill, but larger; legs and 
; eee 5 ; : : feet dark but not black; 
by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. ‘ea tae wee 
% : lacks dark ear patch. 
¢ POPULATION Rare. Declining in some areas, especially 
Gulf Coast and parts of Pacific Coast. 


© CONSERVATION Human 
Flight Pattern 


disturbance on beaches often 


causes failed nesting attempts. 

Considered threatened in parts 
of range. Declining populations 
have prompted management by 
state and federal agencies. 


Direct flight with swift, rapid wing beats. 


Nest Identification ' Lined with bits of shell, grass, and pebbles by female ¢ marked with twigs and 


debris @ built by male ® very often on edge of Least Tern colonies, whose eggs 


look remarkably similar * 2-3 pale, buff eggs dotted, spotted, and scrawled with 
black or gray; conical to elliptical, 1.2 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat an sees Migration Some migrate Weight 14 ounces 


DATE (TIME LOCATION __ 


Shape -ee LOCAtION mmm jig 
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DATE TIME LOCATION 


Family GQHARADRIIDAE Species Oparadrius wilsonia | +©°8t4 7_8 inches Wingspan 14_16 inches 


WILSON’S PLOVER 


Like other plovers, if a human intrudes upon its nest, the 
female will dash around, pretending to scrape various ; 
* . May have CINNAMON - 
nests, to distract the trespasser. Both sexes perform buff ear patch in 
the “crippled bird” act to lure predators away ) 
from the nest. This coastal species flies 

effortlessly, yet if presented with danger 

on land it usually runs down the os! 

SA as pats dark sandy 
beach instead of flying. ‘The brown nape and 
duller-colored female is similar upperparts 
to the male but has a brown 
neck band, forecrown, and 
lores. Juveniles resemble 
females, but have 
scalier upperparts. 


breeding season 


dark sandy 
DFOWN CVrOWN 


heavy long 


black bill 


broad black to 
brown neck band 
(depending on season) 


white 
underparts 


e SONG Abrasive whistle, 
wheet or whip. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Feeds on 
small crustaceans, marine 
worms, insects, small 
mollusks, and aquatic 
larvae. Lives primarily 

on beaches, shores, and 
mudflats and nests above 


Ps pinkish legs and feet 


A 


a 


SEMIPALMATED 
PLOVER 

Smaller; shorter, stubby 
bill; orange legs; shorter, 
narrower eve stripe; 
narrower breast band. 


KILLDEER 


Larger; red eye ring; 


high-tide line. Often found near river mouths and inlets. eleudler' black Gt: 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Scrape making is part of male’s 2 black bands across 
é og ithe *} hest; gray-br 
courtship performance. He scrapes a hollow and invites female pee hee ee 
aah q upperparts; bright 
to join him. rufous-orange rump and 
¢ NESTING Incubation 23-25 days by both sexes. Young leave uppertatl coverts; long 


s ; » ? , . rounded tail with black 
nest soon after hatching. First flight at 21 days. Young feed Reeabe : 


themselves, but tended by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common to uncommon. Declining 


because of habitat loss and 
Flight Pattern 


subterminal band. 


increased human disturbances 
during nesting season. 

¢ CONSERVATION Some 
efforts are being made to 
restrict public access to beach 
nesting areas. 


Swift direct flight with rapid wing 
beats. Flocks fly in circles low over 
beach and water. 


Sparse lining of pebbles, shell pieces, grass, and debris ® on ground ¢ male 
makes several scrapes; female chooses one ¢ 2—3 buff eggs blotched with brown 
Shape -ge- LOCATION mms jsxzaig and black, 1.4 inches long. 
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Family CHARADRIIDAE Species Ofaradrius hiaticula \ *©°8Y 7.5 inches Wingspan 15 inches 
Al 


COMMON RINGED PLOVER 

Small, bulky, and sporting a single band across its well-defined white 
breast, the Common Ringed Plover is almost superciliary stripe 
indistinguishable from the Semipalmated 
Plover. Morphologically, there 1s no easy 

way to distinguish the two species’ unless 
you have them in hand (this species 

has little or no webbing 
between the toes), 

but they have 

very different 


white 
forehead 


brown e 


upperparts 


orange- 
yellow bill 
with black tip 


single dark 
breast band 


~e white underparts 


orange-yellow legs and feet 


voices. Female is 

similar to male but has 
brownish ear coverts and a 
blackish brown breast band 
year-round. In North America 
the Common Ringed Plover 

is normally found only in the 
extreme northeastern Arctic. 

In the fall these birds return 

via Greenland to the Old 

World to winter in Africa. 

¢ SONG A soft fluted disyllabic 
tu-lee or too-le. 


SEMIPALMATED 
PLOVER 

Shorter bill; webbing 
between toes; thinner 
breast band; smaller 
auricular patch; shorter 


¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Frequents coastal mudflats and 


sandy, pebbly seashores. Eats worms, aquatic insects, superciliary line. 
crustaceans, and mollusks. Normally wary and alert but Liviie Ringe 
sometimes allows fairly close approach. Performs vigorous PLOVER 
distraction display with “crippled bird” act to lead intruders <=, Smaller; lacks clear 
away from nest. In winter may occur inland on lakeshores and wing ban ieee 
ie: ; a Me 5 is yellow eye ring; dull 

| river banks, or in cultivated fields and meadows pink legs; narrower 
e BREEDING Monogamous. Gregarious. breast band. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 23—25 days by both sexes. Precocial 
young leave nest shortly after 
hatching. ‘Tended by both 
sexes. First flight at 24 days. 
aca eal 1-2 broods per year. 

@ POPULATION Breeds in 
eastern Arctic. Casual to rare 
spring migrant on western 
Alaskan islands. 


Flight Pattern 


Direct flight with rapid wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Depression in beach sand ®@ lined with bits of shells and driftwood, small 


yebbles, and rabbit droppings @ above high-water mark on seashore ¢ 3—4 buff 
I pping g 


Shape -ee- Location eggs lightly spotted with brown or black, elliptical, 1.3 inches long. 


ee 


DATE TIME LOCATION _. 
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Wingspan 14 15.25 inches 


| Rea aa are a ice 
‘Species Charadrius semipalmatus 


Family CHARADRIIDAE 


| SEMIPALMATED PLOVER eae 
SHOTT DAME 


Migrating throughout the continent, flocks of these pe Se per 
plovers often assemble near the water at sundown reduced or absent 
to roost with their heads tucked into their when breeding) 
feathers. ‘This small shorebird migrates by day or 
| night, and some are killed during night migration 
| when they strike lighthouses. Note the short 

| black-tipped orange bill, single breast 

band, yellow-orange legs, and 

upperparts the color of wet sand. dark brown 
In winter the bill is entirely black, eee 
and the breast band turns gray- 
brown. In flight this plover 
shows a white wing 
stripe and white 


Orange 
eye Ting 


black-tipped 


orange bill 


single dark 
breast band 


white 
_—_____e underparts 


ie 4 PIPING PLOVER 
outer tail corners. Pale silvery sandy 


Juveniles are similar to upperparts; stubbier bill; 
| ie inlet whitish lores; broader 

t us winter adult Dut yellow or white wing stripe; more 

with darker, duller orange legs cg contrasting distal band 

colored legs. i on tail. 

e SONG Clear whistled ee webbing , WILSON’S PLOVER 

7ef@eeN L0es . oes (Larger; larger black bill; 
chee-®ee, chur-wee, chu-weet, ie ET tlt ses tee i ‘ 
« « - visible only at “a single broad black or 


Or /y00-€ep. very close range) igs e >" Ld gray-brown breast band; 

e BEHAVIOR Runs on sand 7 fleshy pink legs and feet. 
me 

with head erect, then suddenly 

probes ground. Along seashore eats small 

mollusks, marine worms, small crustaceans, and eggs of marine 


§ = COMMON 
— 
RINGED PLOVER 
Larger; visible webbing 


between outer and 


animals. In migration often feeds in mixed flocks with other middle toes UK HOE 
shorebirds, usually in wet sand or mud near water’s edge. between inner and 
* : middle toes; broader 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Loosely colonial. cca <a 
: breast band; longer white 
¢ NESTING Incubation 23-25 days by both sexes. Precocial superciliary stripe; 


young leave nest soon after hatching. First flight at 23-31 days. different call. 
Young feed themselves but tended by both sexes. Has 1 brood 
per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common in 
migration and on breeding 
ee grounds. Numbers seriously 
depleted by unrestricted 
shooting in late 19th century 
but has recovered well. 


Strong direct flight with rapid wing 
beats. Sometimes flies in small fast- 
wheeling flocks. 


Lined with shell fragments or grasses ® on ground ¢ built by male 
¢ 3-4 olive-buff to olive-brown eggs marked with dark brown or black; 
pyriform, 1.3 inches long. 


Habitat ran we Migration Migratory Weight 1.7 ounces 


TIME LOCATION 


Shape -ee- Location 35 -_— 
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Wingspan 14-15.5 inches 


Family CHARADRIIDAE Species Charadrius melodus | +®°8 7.25 inches 


PIPING PLOVER 


‘This plover is difficult to spot until it moves, as its 
plumage blends in with the dry summer sand 

along the Atlantic Coast and south shores of the 
Great Lakes region. Endemic to central and 

eastern North America, and once common 

on beaches, this bird is now endangered sandy buff 
because of human activity and overall 
disturbance during nesting season. 
Note the dry sand color of the 
upperparts, the yellow legs, and 

in flight the white wing stripe 

and white rump with 
contrasting black tail 
tip. Winter plumaged 
birds have a 

blackish orange 


white forchead 
and lores 


orange bill 
with black tip 


narrow blackish 
breast band (may 
be incomplete in 
females and East 
Coast birds) 


bill, darker duller a " 
white 

orange legs, and ae 

the sandy breast yellow-orange iia as 


legs and feet 
band may be broken. . J 


Juveniles are similar to 
winter adults. 
© SONG Clear peep-/o. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious in post-breeding seasons, but WINTER 
territorial when nesting. Sprints, then stops to inspect sand with PLUMAGE 


en ae Pg Te 
Similar Birds 


head cocked to one side; picks food off ground. Eats fly larvae, 
beetles, crustaceans, and marine worms. Often feeds higher on 


the beach (where upperparts more closely match sand) than g- SEMIPALMATED 
_ ae ; : < ae a ieee PLOVER 
other small plovers. In migration feeds in mixed flocks with 
: Dark brown upperparts 
other shorebirds. } the color of wet sand; 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Loosely colonial. Territorial dark rump in flight. 
during breeding season. . SNOWY PLOVER 
neem 4 ‘ . : Smaller; long dark legs; 
© NESTING Incubation 26-28 days by both sexes. Precocial eh OR ree 
. . <a / i slim dark bill; lateral 
young stay in nest 20-35 days. Fed by both sexes. Has 1 brood : dark breast patches: 
per year. lacks white rump patch 


in flight. 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon to rare and declining in many 
parts of range, especially in Midwest and Great Lakes. Uncommon 
migrant inland. 

Flight Pattern @ CONSERVATION 
Endangered; almost eliminated 
as a breeder in Great Lakes 
region due to human activity on 
Wild direct flight with twists and turns beaches. Irregular panmete of 
and rapid steady wing beats; often in Walet release from dams affects 
small flocks. nesting on interior rivers. 


Nest Identification : Lined with broken shells, small stones, or driftwood ¢ on sandy shore of lake 
— or ocean well above high-water mark ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 3-4 pale buff 


Shape we Location jij eo— 


eggs blotched with black and dark brown; short oval to short pyriform, 
1.2 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | 10t4t sem Migration Migratory Weight 1.9 ounces 


DATE : f TIME LOCATION _, 
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_ 


i 


‘ 


Family CHARADRIIDAE 


Length 910.5 inches | WinesPan 19_21 inches 


KILLDEER f 
Named for its distinctive call, this bird is the 

largest of the ringed plovers and the only double- | 
banded plover within its range. Perhaps the 

most familiar shorebird in North 

America, in summer It is gray-brown 
found across almost the red eye upperparts 
entire continent south TTS, Om. 
of the tundra. In 
flight note the long 


Species(pgradrius vociferus: 


long rounded tail with. 
black subterminal 
band and white tip 


pointed wings with | 
yng white stripe and 

long white tripe anc ee bck 

the rufous-gold rump Bill 


and long tail with 

subterminal black tail 

band. Juveniles are 

similar in appearance but 

have only one black band white underparts 

across the chest. sei : ial Fe 
bands across chest 

e SONG Loud cry, &i//-dee 

or kill-deear or kill-decah-dee- 

dee. And ascending dee-ee. 

Also long trilled “#7777777 

during display or when 

young are threatened. 

e BEHAVIOR Alternately runs, 

then stands still as though to look or ak F 

listen, then dabs suddenly with bill at 

ground. More than 98 percent of food consists of insects from ae SEMIPALMATED 

riverbanks, golf courses, fields, and even lawns. Runs well. ae ne — 

Leads intruders away from nest and young with “broken wing” RARE AR ; 


bright rufous- 
orange rump and 
uppertail coverts 


creamy pink 
legs and feet 


band; rump and tail 


act, rapid calls, one or both wings dragging, tail spread, and same color as back; 
often limping or listing to one side. Once lured far enough from yellow-orange legs. 
the nest/young, the “crippled” bird suddenly “heals” and flies WILSON’S PLOVER 
away, calling all the while. "Smaller; single breast 


aan ;: ee “ band; brown back, 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Often returns to rump, and tail; large 


same mate and breeding site. black bill. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 24—28 days by both sexes. Young leave 
nest soon after hatching and 


; feed themselves, but tended by 
Flight Pattern i‘ “e 
parents. First flight at 25 days. 
2 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Abundant to 
common in the northernmost 
Flies in wavering erratic manner on regions of the range. 
territory. Capable of direct swift flight. 


Unlined or lined with pebbles, grass, and twigs ® on ground with good visibility 
¢ built by male ¢ 3—5 buff eggs with black and brown blotches; oval to pyriform, 
Shape se sus ‘! typically quite pointed; 1.4 inches long. 


) 
| Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat wee @ ue New | Migration \ijoratory Weight 3.2 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family CHARADRIIDAE Species Charadrius montanus Wingsp2n17 519.5 inches 
pee 


MOUNTAIN PLOVER 


‘This fast-running pale brown plover is one of few shorebirds 
that lives in dry regions away from water. Its sand-colored 
back and buffy white underparts and breast help black frontal 
distinguish this large plover and also blend it perfectly crown bar 
into the arid grasslands it calls home. In flight note 
the black-tipped tail, thin white wing stripe, and 
the white undersides of the wings. In winter 

the sandy buff breast is more extensive. 


black forecrown has white 
forehead stripe over eyes 


black lores 


sandy brown 


@ SONG Variable. Slightly rasping dry hoe 
krehrr, a clipped dry sep, and a slightly 
reedy krrip or &rreek. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Eats grasshoppers, 
beetles, flies, crickets, and other 
insects. Protective of its eggs. 
Will fly up into the face of 
cattle or other intruder 

or try to lure them 
away with the 
crippled-bird 


slim blackish or 
brownish bill 


sandy buff 


breast 


fairly long pale 
brownish yellow legs 


black tail band 
with white border 


5 ie ave 

Similar Birds 
AMERICAN GOLDEN 

' PLOVER 

pg ; Winter adult and 
juvenile @ slightly 
larger; darker legs; 
darker gray plumage 


display. Forms small flocks on the 
wintering grounds. 

e BREEDING Mostly monogamous; 
some polygamous. 


© NESTING Incubation 28-31 days by both sexes. After laying conspicuously spotted 
first set of eggs, which are incubated by male, female lays and and notched on 
incubates second set. First flight at 33-34 days. Precocial young eG ae 
feed themselves, tended by both sexes. 2 broods per year. andenwinee ane 
¢ POPULATION Uncommon to casual. auxiliaries; lacks black 


and white on tail. 


© CONSERVATION Has disappeared from much of former 
breeding range due to the land’s conversion to farmland and range 
land for cattle that often 
Flight Pattern overgraze it. Decline also linked 
to decline of prairie dog 
A~t 5 A yb population, because plovers use 
the mounds around the 


Short flights on breeding grounds with few entrances to old prairie dog 
rapid wing flutters between short glides. [ casuole ER: 
Direct flight with rapid steady wing beats DUTTOWS TOr Nests. 


for longer distances or in migration. 


Nest Identification 


Scant lining of rootlets and dried grass, often added during incubation @ flat 
open ground between hummocks, occasionally amid cacti or scattered shrubs 
¢ built by male ¢ 24 olive-buff eggs, with many black marks and wreathed; 
blunt pyriform, 1.5 inches long. 


= 


DATE ; TIME LOCATION _ 


Shape -se Location ummm 


Plumage Sexes similar 


Migration \4; gratory 
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Species Haematopus ostralegus | €P8th 16-17 inches | WiNesPan 30_34 inches 


EURASIAN OYSTERCATCHER 
‘Though very widespread and migratory in the 

Old World, the Eurasian Oystercatcher has 

only been found once in North America. 
Also known also as the European 
Oystercatcher, this large thickset bird 1s 
identified by its long straight bright 
red-orange bill; pink legs; 

contrasting coloration of a 

black head, breast, and 
upperparts and white 
underparts; and 
pinkish eyes. In 
flight it shows 

white uppertail 
coverts, rump, and 
lower back; and a white tail with 


long, broad white broad black 
terminal band 


Family HAEMATOPODIDAE 


black head 


straight stout 
red-orange bill 


black 
upperparts 


black breast 


wing stripe WS 
extending into white wing See 
the primaries. sk a underparts 
¢ SONG Calls include a pink legs 


; : : and feet 
loud high sharp see-pit, kee-pit and 


a soft weep. When disturbed gives 

sharp repetitive kip or pick. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Pairs or small groups. 
Wary; often first to give alarm on 
beaches. Generally found on the coast or 
along large rivers when not breeding. 
Often wades in water 3-4 inches deep 
searching for mussels; also eats crabs and marine worms. ‘Turns 


over pebbles and stones to find food. During mating season has Aap 


butterfly-like display flight with deep wing beats. A noisy GS OYSTERCATCHER 
piping display, in which birds run parallel with a downward- \ Brown upperparts; 


; : ‘ : . : el] -yes: shorter 
pointed bill, is heard all year. Adults will defend nest by flying ee ee 
straight at an intruder. band on uppertail 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. sac litelvak 


¢ NESTING Incubation 24-27 days by both sexes. Precocial 


young leave nest soon after 
Flight Pattern 


wing bar; narrow white 


hatching; tended by both sexes 
but feed themselves. First flight 
at 35-42 days. 1 brood per year. 
@¢ POPULATION Accidental in 
North America; 1 record in 
Newfoundland. Common in 
Eurasian range. 


Nest Identification — ; 
Open depression lined with pebbles, shells, or vegetation ® built by both sexes 


Strong direct flight with shallow 
wing beats. 


© on rocky or sandy spits, beaches, and islands ¢ 2-4 yellowish or grayish buff 
: ? ? P, 5 ? 
Shape ge Location mmm jis LE¢ eggs with dark spots and streaks; oval to long oval, 2.2 x 1.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ax cece Migration Migratory Weight 1.2 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family HAEMATOPDIDAE 


AMERICAN OYSTERCATCHER 


Like all oystercatchers, this bird uses its three- to four- 
inch, laterally compressed, sharp chisel-tipped bill to pry 
open shells for food, but it sometimes hammers 
and chips them open as well. ‘The largest 
oystercatcher is coastal in all ; 
seasons; only vagrants are 

seen inland. 


brownish back 


dark brown 


tail end *. 


white WINE Pia 


patches long white 


wing stripe | 
shows in flight j 


In flight it shows large 

white patches on the wings 
and base of the upper tail. 
Juveniles have a black-tipped 
dark red bill, brown head and cata, 

neck, and scaly brown underparts. 

e SONG Kieep, wheep, or peep. Makes loud crif, crik, 

crik when it takes flight. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Wary; usually does not allow close approach. 
Eats oysters, clams, and other bivalves; also small sea urchins, 
marine worms, and starfish. Usually solitary or in pairs or family 
groups; never in large tlocks. Often feeds with other birds. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

e NESTING Incubation 24-29 days by both sexes. Precocial 
young leave nest shortly after hatching. First flight at about 

5 weeks. ‘Tended by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon or rare resident in most of coastal 
North America from southern California to Pacific Coast of 
Mexico and from Gulf Coast of Mexico to Maryland. In summer 
expanding breeding range in the Northeast to Cape Cod. 


-——e pink legs 


‘ and feet Mig 
ty i H, 


Flight Pattern 


in late 19th century principally 
because of overshooting; 
however, protection by law 
helped population recover and 
species currently is expanding 
back into some of its former 
range in the Northeast. 


Rapid strong swift direct flight. 


Nest Identification 


Shape ss LOCAtION ummm jssiiaig dark brown speckles; ovoid, 2.2 inches long. 


DATE TIME 


LOCATION 


WINESPAN 3036 inches 


Species Haematopus palliatus | “©°8h 1820 inches 


black head 


S black neck 


white underparts 


_ EURASIAN 
OYSTERCATCHER 


_ BLACK 


@ CONSERVATION Declined 


Rimmed with shells ® usually unlined * small hills of sand on dry flat beaches 
¢ above high-water line © built by both sexes ¢ 1-4 buff-gray eggs often with 


yellow eyes 


long red- 
orange bill 


Longer white wing 
patches; black 
upperparts; white 
back, rump, and tail; 
black tail band; 

# juvenile has white 
patch on foreneck. 


OYSTERCATCHER 
Smaller; entirely 
dark body; no white 
on wings. 
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Family RECURVIROSTRIDAE. | SP&C€S Himantopus mexicanus | ©?8N 14_15.5 inches | WINESP2 25-27 inches 


BLACK-NECKED STILT 
Extremely protective of its nest, this stile will try 
to attack an intruder or will splash water with its 
breast as a distraction. ‘his bird’s reddish legs, 
which are eight to ten inches long, may be the 
longest, in proportion to its body size, among 

all birds. ‘The female ts duller and has 


CFIMSON Ve 


; more brown on its back. In flight the black a slightly upcurved 
| black upperparts and wings contrast es needlelike black bill 
| strongly with the white underparts, white forehead 

| rump, and tail, and the long and cheeks 

| legs trail far behind. ‘e white sides of 


long slender neck 


© white underparts 


AMERICAN AVOCET 
Black-and-white pattern 
on back and wings; 


¢ SONG Loud kek-kek-kek or 
yip-yip-yip, Sometimes with 
barking yelps. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Actively 
feeds by walking, often 
rapidly, and picking up 
| insects in shallow water along 
shores. Sometimes wades up 
to its belly. Prefers freshwater. 
Also eats small crustaceans, 
worms, small fish, and some 
seeds. Solitary, in pairs, or in 
small flocks. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
Loosely colonial. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 
22-25 days by both sexes; done 
i by female at night, by male during day. Precocial young leave nest 
after hatching and feed 
themselves, but are tended by 
: both sexes. First flight at 
a 4—5 weeks. | brood per year. 
e¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common to uncommon. Casual 
north of breeding range. May 
be increasing as range expands. 


Nest Identification Lined with stems, weeds, sticks, grasses, fragments of shells, small rocks, fish 


bones, and rubbish ¢ on ground ® sometimes hidden by grasses ¢ built by both 


white underparts and 
; upper back; long, 
long pink or 


slender upturned bill 
red legs 


® rusty cinnamon head 


and neck in breeding 
plumage ® grayish buff 


head and neck in winter. 


BLACK-WINGED STILT 
Face entirely white; 
base of hind neck and 
shoulders white ® male 
has black crown and 
hind neck in breeding 
plumage ® female head 
and neck entirely white 
@ male like female in 
winter @ juveniles have 
_— brown upperparts 
sail ® accidental on Aleutian 
Islands. 


ir, 


Strong swift direct flight with somewhat 
shallow wing beats. 


sexes @ 3—5 yellow or buff eggs heavily blotched with black or brown; pyriform, 
1.7 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat yw see Migration Most migrate | “el8ht 5.9 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape -ge- Location mms 
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Family RECURVIROSTIDAE SpecieS Rycyrvirostra americana \*©"8th 18-20 inches | Wingspan 27_38 inches 


AMERICAN AVOCET 
The tallest in its family, this graceful long-legged bird is 
the world’s only avocet with distinct basic and 


alternate plumages. W inter (basic) plumage shows rusty cinnamon 
a gray head and neck, while breeding adults head and neck a2 
show rusty cinnamon on the head and 


neck. Females are similar to males | 
but have a shorter and more black-and-white . 
upward-curved bill. In upp pares 
flight both sexes show a 
bold black-and-white 
pattern on the 
upperparts and 
black wing tips, 
primary 
coverts, and 
scapular bars. 


whitish scapulars ee 
e SONG Loud 


long slender 
upcurved 
black bill 


wheet or pleeet. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Eats 
primarily insects, 
shrimp, and other 
crustaceans but also takes 
other aquatic invertebrates. 
Prefers to feed in flocks, 
sometimes with more than 100 birds 

walking shoulder to shoulder. Sometimes feeds in 

water up to its belly with bill in water. In shallow water brings food 

to surface by sweeping its open bill back and forth in the water. In deep 


water may feed like a dabbling duck by tipping over. WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


white underparts long Alue- 
& 


gray legs 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Loosely colonial. Pairs perform 
elaborate courtship display and group rituals. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 22-29 days by both sexes. Precocial 
young leave nest soon after hatching. ‘Tended by both sexes but be 

Fe i henselae: These Gieht ar 28-38 dave. 11 ? 1 Slightly upcurved black 
eed themselves. First tlignt at 20-5 days. ITOOd per year. bill; black upperparts; 


¢ POPULATION The American Avocet is fairly common; 1 \ white underparts; long 
reddish legs and feet. 


BLACK-NECKED STILT 


stable and possibly increasing west of the Great Plains; 
uncommon and local in the East, where it is an uncommon transient 
in summer and a coastal species 
in winter. 

¢ CONSERVATION 

Protected by law and currently 
making a comeback after 
overhunting in the 19th and 


Strong direct flight with neck extended : 
early 20th centuries. 


slightly forward and long legs trailing 
behind tail. 


Nest Identification , ; 
Lined with dry grasses and mud chips ® on flat ground or marsh near water 


@ built by both sexes ¢ 3-4 olive-buff eggs blotched with brown and black; 


Shape se Location m= xxx pyriform to long pyriform, 2 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ee ® Nee uz Migration Migratory Weight 11.1 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family JACANIDAE Species Jacana spinosa Length'9 inches Wing=p217.-18 inches 


NORTHERN JACANA ART eee 

An extremely territorial and aggressive bird, this yellow wattle 

jacana prefers freshwater ponds and marshes with on forehead 

heavy vegetation, a habitat for which it is well 

suited as it has extremely long toes with long 

nails to support it on the soft mud and 

delicate aquatic vegetation. During courtship 

display both sexes lift their wings and 

flaunt the green-yellow wing patches plovertike yellow 

beneath them, revealing an unusual long bill with blue edge 
: : : around base 

yellowish spur at the bend of the wing. 

The female jacana is similar to the male, 

but larger. In flight the yellow flight 

feathers contrast with the dark brownish 

body, and the long legs trail or dangle 

behind. Juveniles have brown 

upperparts and white underparts with 

a black postocular stripe extending 

along the side of the neck. 

¢ SONG Noisy with loud shrills and a 

clicking chatter that resembles an old- 

fashioned telegraph or typewriter. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Often walks over 

floating aquatic vegetation. Swims 

well. Dives to avoid enemies. Eats 

insects and seeds picked from 

vegetation in marsh or pond, or off wet 

ground. Often raises wings over back to 

reveal yellow flight feathers; also 

momentarily raises wings upon landing. 

¢ BREEDING Polyandrous. Female 

may lay eggs fertilized by 1-4 mates; each 

male will incubate eggs alone and tend chicks. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 22-24 days by male, which defends 

offspring from intruders. Precocial young leave nest 1—2 days 

after hatching; find own food but tended by male. First flight at 


35 days. Multiple broods per year. 


glossy black 
head and neck 


glossy black 
- upper back 


rich chestnut-maroon 
upperparts @ 


—e glossy 


black chest 


‘© chestnut-maroon 
underparts 


<<) 


= 


JUVENILE 


grayish green legs e———— 


¢ POPULATION Very common in proper habitat in Mexico 
and Central America. Rare to 

Flight Pattern casual and irregular visitor to 
southern Arizona and southern 
and central ‘Texas. 
® CONSERVATION Some 
declines in breeding ranges due 
Weak fluttering mothlike flight, often low to habitat loss. 
over vegetation. 


Cattail leaves and other green leaves and grasses ® on small floating pile of 
vegetation or leaves ® built by male ¢ 3-5 brown eggs with black lines; almost 
round, 1.2 inches long. 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family SoOLOPACIDAE 


COMMON GREENSHANK 
‘This shy pigeon-sized bird is the largest 

of the Palearctic shanks. Vagrants have 
wandered to St. Lawrence Island, 


be ; ; =. a 
Species Tringa n ebularia : 


Wingspan 9326 inches — 


| Length 13 inches 


whitish crown and 
hindneck with 
brown streaking 


the Pribilof and Aleutian 
Islands, and to northeastern 
Canada. It is most often 
seen feeding alone. 

In flight note the 
uniformly gray 

upperwings, white 
extending up the 

back, white rump, 

barred white tail, 


pale brownish gray 

upperparts scalloped 

with white . brown streaks on 
sides of head 
Lray-brown wing 
coverts with 
whitish fringe 


/ong slightly 
upturned bill 


streaking and 
spotting on neck 
me and sides 
white tail with 
dark brown 
barring 
white 
and greenish legs and underparts 
feet extending beyond 
the tail. 
¢ SONG Bold melodic whistle 
of tew-few-tew similar to that of 
Greater Yellowlegs. When 
breeding makes musical /00-/o0, 
too-hoo. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Wary. Distinctive 

large wader with nervous character 

and strident calls. Feeds by running 

into shallow water or sometimes by 

wading belly-deep. Eats small fish, insects, and larvae. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Small colonies. Male displays 
with high switchback flight. 


-—_$_—_e /ong oltve-green 
or yellowish legs 


GREATER 
YELLOWLEGS 

Darker with more gray- 
brown plumage; more 
heavily barred white 
tail; dark back; brighter 
¢ NESTING Incubation 24 days by both sexes. Precocial young yellow ieee 

leave nest soon after hatching; feed themselves but tended by ee | 
one or both sexes, although 7 Bi 
1 parent usually leaves shortly 
after hatching. First flight at 
25-31 days. 1 brood per year. ; ‘ 
@ POPULATION Casual in im | 
Newfoundland and on St. 
Lawrence Island. Rare in 
Aleutians and Pribilofs. 


Flight Pattern 


Swift direct flight with clipped 
wing beats. 


Nest Identification 
Lined with moss ¢ on ground close to fallen log, stump, or hummock ¢ 4 pearl- 


gray to buff eggs with reddish brown spots; pyriform, 2 inches long. 


Shape -ee- Location am 4% £¢¢ 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat J ues Migration Migratory Weight 6.1 ounces 


DATE 


TIME LOCATION 
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Species Trin00 melanoleuca | P&M 14 inches Wingspan 2326 inches 


GREATER YELLOWLEGS 


‘The largest of the North American Zynga, this common 
sandpiper is almost a third larger than the very similar 
Lesser Yellowlegs. It is closely related to the Old 
World “shanks,” but differs from them by 

having a squarish white rump patch and 

a dark back. Its large size and long 

bright yellow legs distinguish dirk opay-brown 
this gray shorebird from back with white 
most others. Paler winter speckles 
plumage shows fainter 
streaking, spotting, 
and barring on the 


Family §COLOPACIDAE 


long slender 
neck 


long slightly 
upturned bill 


white underparts speckled 
—e and barred brown 


white tail 


Similar Birds 


LESSER YELLOWLEGS 
Smaller; shorter thinner 


long bright 
yellow legs 


straight black bill; calls 


neck, breast, sides, 

and flanks. In flight 

the dark wings and 
mantle contrast with 
the white rump and tail. 


¢ SONG Loud repeated 
descending /eu-/eu-/eu in series 
of 3 or more. Also territorial song of foo-whee. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Occurs either alone or in small flocks. Wary; 
known for its loud whistled alarm call that warns other 
shorebirds of approaching danger. Feeds by pecking or 
skimming water with its bill, not by probing. Sometimes dashes | | 
in pursuit of small fish. Also eats insects and their larvae, crabs, Hee aad en 
and snails. back show as large 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. white wedge. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 23 days by both sexes. Precocial young 
leave nest soon after hatching 
and find own food but tended 
by both sexes. First flight at 
18-20 days. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common even in migration. 
May be increasing. 


[@ OF LCW-1ER. 


ge  WILLET 


Oey Larger and stockter; 
war x G straight dark bill; lacks 


A white spotting on 


upperparts; grayish legs; 


striking black-and-white 


wing pattern in flight. 


—. COMMON 
i GREENSHANK 


I Slightly smaller; more 


distinctly upturned bill; 
less heavily streaked, 


barred, and spotted; 


\ A DAWA 
Prony Cay IKON, 


_ ee 


A 

tLe fay 

EQS 
+ 


Flight Pattern 


Swift direct flight, sometimes at great 
heights, with long legs extended 
beyond tail. 


In moss on small hummock usually near water ® lined with grass and leaves 
¢ 344 buff eggs blotched with gray and dark brown; ovate pyriform, 
1.9 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat we ee Migration Migratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape -ee- Location ums £¢¥ 
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Family SCOLOPACIDAE Specles Tyinoa flavipes Length 10.5 inches WingsP@) 19.22 inches 


LESSER YELLOWLEGS 


Often seen walking gracefully on mudflats or shores, this 

sandpiper is tame and approachable. It is best distinguished 

from the Greater Yellowlegs by its smaller size and its bill, 

which is completely straight and only one-third the heavy brown 
length of its cousin’s bill, as well as by its different streaks ow head 
voice. Winter plumage is grayer and paler overall an neh 
with little or no streaking. In flight the 

dark wings and back contrast 

sharply with the white Pabish erase 


tail and rump. scapulars and mantle 
with white spots 


long straight 


thin bill 


blackish grayish 
tertials with 


: aay brown streaRs 
white spots e heavy brown streaks 


on breast 


sparse brown 
a te te f | streaks on flanks 


@¢ SONG Harsh 
short 7ew-few or few. 
Alarm call is sharp &7p. 


GREATER 
YELLOWLEGS 
Larger; longer, often 


Also makes musical pill-e-wee. i slightly upturned bill; 
¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious; more heavily barred 


breast and flanks; 
long orange- makes descending 
‘ yellow legs | whistled series of 3 or 
more, /eu-teu-leu. 


occurs in flocks, sometimes 
large, in winter and migration. 
Slowly picks food from surface 
of water. Feeds with a delicate 
high-stepping gait. Eats insects, 
small crustaceans, bloodworms, 
iS heavier brownish 

and small fish. streaking on neck and 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. bieds6) whe ere nite, 

| ‘ake coletial. Noi set ce nemals dull greenish yellow 

,oosely colonial. Noisy on nesting grounds. feos; dade mitapene 
@ NESTING Incubation 22—23 days by both sexes. Precocial flight shows barred dark 
young leave nest soon after hatching and feed themselves, but tailvedged with wDine 
are tended by both sexes for 18-20 days. 1 brood per year. 


@ POPULATION Common on 
Flight Pattern breeding grounds. In migration, 
common in the East and the 


Midwest; uncommon in the far 
West. Fairly common in winter 
in Baya and on the Gulf Coast. 
Stable or slightly increasing. 


SOLITARY SANDPIPER 
Slightly smaller; darker 
brown upperparts; 


In grass marshes and bogs surrounded by black spruce trees ® on raised pile of 
leaves or vegetation near water ® lined with small amount of grass and leaves 
e built by female ¢ 3-4 buff to yellow or gray eggs with brown blotches; ovate 
pyriform, 1.7 x 1.2 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Fabitatee 1 we so Migration Migratory Weight 2.9 ounces 


DATE _ TIME LOCATION 


Shape -ee- Location Paes 
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Family SCOLOPACIDAE SPeCles Tringa toranus Fone!) 11 igehes WitteePa!! 22 inches 


COMMON REDSHANK Ris) 


‘This native of Eurasia sometimes visits gray and black | 
Newfoundland. It iS wary in the nonbreeding ie ne | 
season, often hiding in tall grasses, and 1s quick 

to utter a noisy alarm call. In flight, it shows 

a distinguishing black-and-white-barred 

tail, white rump, and trailing broad 

white edges to its primaries and brow 
secondaries. In migration and upperparts 
winter, its usual haunts are 

shores, mudflats, and Fees 
estuaries. Basic-plumaged wings 
birds have fine brown »; 
streaking on their 
underparts limited 


whitish eye ring 
and supercilium 


short reddish 
hill with black tip 


whitish underparts with light 
brownish streaking and barring 


long orange-red 
@ legs 


to the neck and breast. 

Juveniles resemble adults but 

have heavily streaked brown on 
their heads, necks, and breasts; 
upperparts are spotted and 

flecked buffy white. 

¢ SONG Usual call is a musical 
down-slurred /“/eu-hu-hu. Has calls 
of a high-pitched repeated yelping 
twek-twek and an alarm call of “/-you. 


Similar Birds 


SPOTTED REDSHANK 
In breeding plumage is 


black with white 


spotting on upperparts; 
longer thinner blackish 
bill droops at up and 
has red-based lower 
mandible; grayish 
mottling on secondaries; 


white rump and white 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in small flocks. Nervous. Bobs head. wing linings show in 


sets ; : : ‘ : ; flight; longer dark red 
Noisy. Sometimes feeds with other shorebirds. Walks on shore ca piste lta . 

; : ‘ - egs basic age 
and wades in shallow water to pick up food. Eats small fish, has paler gray-brown 
mollusks, small crustaceans, and insects. Perches on low objects. upperparts; white 
Frequents mudflats, marshes, and grassy fields in summer. ia ih HS 

: streaking and Darring on 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Small colonies. Male displays face, neck, sides, and 
with song flight in an undulating pattern with vibrating wings. breast; dusky eye line. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 23-24 days by both sexes. Young 


precocial; leave nest soon after 
oe Flight Pattern 


hatching; initially tended by 
both sexes, later by male. First 
flight at 25-35 days. Has 

1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Accidental in 
North America; recorded from 
Newfoundland. 


Swift direct flight with quick clipped 
wing beats. 


— a 
A oe . . ~ . . + 
a Lined with fine plant material ¢ on ground in shallow hollow of grassy tussock 


and hidden in vegetation @ built by female ¢ 4 buff eggs, marked with varying 
spots and blotches of black, brown, or purplish gray; pyriform, 1.78 x 1.24 inches. 


Vz Migration Migratory Weight 46 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat _ 
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Family SCOLOPADAE Species Ty in0q erythropus | *°?8th 12.5 inches Wingspan 2325 inches 


SPOTTED REDSHANK eS 
‘This shy bird differs from other shorebirds in . : 
its black coloring, scarlet-red legs, and red white 
mandible base. It is a native of Eurasia, but eye ring 
stragglers oecasionally have made their way 


to the Aleutians and Pribilofs. In winter white-spotted a poe bill 

Ses ixiaeeae te a upperparts WIN SHght 
plumage changes from black to ] Heeb arn 
mostly white on the underparts 


and gray on the upperparts, 
and the base on its lower 
mandible becomes 
dull orange-red. 
Molting birds 

are blotched 
black and white 
beneath. In flight 
the white wing 
linings, rump, and 
lower back contrast with 

the dark body, and the toes 

project toward the tail tip. 

¢ SONG Sharp up-and-down 
chy-weet and drawn-out “cAwee. 

Alarm call is chip-chip. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Feeds and forages 
by sweeping bill back and forth and 
probing in mud. Also wades in water 
up to its belly. Eats adult and larval 
insects, mollusks, small fish, and 


| scarlet-red lower 


mandible base 


| barred 


white tail Ye black overall 


e dark red legs WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


COMMON REDSHANK 
Slightly smaller; shorter 
neck; red bill with black 
tip; brown upperparts; 
white underparts with 
streaking on head, neck, 
and upper breast; broad 
white trailing edge to 

ip : ; ae ee wing in flight ¢ casual 
crayfish. Outside breeding season favors = 

, ; : to Newfoundland. 

sheltered freshwater and brackish 
: . . : COMMON 
habitats but will also frequent quiet 


GREENSHANK 


muddy coastlines. Larger; long, slightly 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Dpisine hea 

oC pen nca aan Ra ; green legs; streaked 
e NESTING Incubation 23-24 days by both sexes. Female blackish brown 


often leaves nest before eggs hatch. Precocial young leave nest upperparts; white 
soon after hatching. ‘tended by male. First flight at 25-31 days. 
1 brood per year. 


underparts. 


@ POPULATION Rare visitor 
Flight Pattern to Aleutian and Pribilof Islands 
during migration. Casual on 
Atlantic and Pacific Coasts in 
winter and during migration. 
Accidental elsewhere. Ranges 
from uncommon to common in 
native Eurasia. 


Lined with willow or dwarf birch leaves ¢ built on mound ¢ 4 greenish eggs with 


large dark blackish brown splotches; pyriform, 1.9 inches long. 
Shape ee Location mms Ee ‘ eS 


Plumage Sexes similar | “ital 4 @.@ ws ‘New Migration Migratory Weight 5 6 ounces 


DATE «. TIME 3 LOCATION | 


i 
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WOOD SANDPIPER 


One of the most numerous and widespread 


7ringa sandpipers, this tall, lithe bird is also 
while eye 


a champion long-distance flier. It is a 
S77 TPC @ 


fairly common spring vistor and 
irregular breeder on the outer 
Aleutian Islands and 1s rare to 


dark brown 
upperparts with 
huff flecks 


white rump 
pat A 


long 
casual on other yellowish 


Alaskan islands legs 

to British 

Columbia and in 

the northeastern US 

(New York). In flight it 

shows pale wing linings, a 

small white rump patch, and long 

yellowish legs extended beyond a heavily barred tail. 

e SONG Loud piercing 3-note whistle “Ai/f-iff-iff. Song is 

descending trill given on breeding grounds. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Feeds in scattered groups, picking food from 

surface. Eats primarily insects but takes other invertebrates, 

including worms and small crustaceans. A rather shy and 

nervous wader. Bobs head and flicks tail. May perch on dead 

branches. When flushed it typically zigzags high and gives clear 

loud calls. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Loosely colonial. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 22-23 days by both sexes. Precocial 

young leave nest soon after hatching. ‘lended mostly by male. 
First flight at about 28 days. 

1 brood per year. 


e POPULATION Rare to 


Family SCOLOPACIDAE Species Tin oq glareola Length g inches Wingspan 16 inches 


ea streaked head 
and neck 


\ 
® short straight 


black bill 


Ne streaked breast 


_ SOLITARY SANDPIPER 


White spotting on 


upperparts; W hite eye 


ring; barred and spotted 
underwing linings: 
darker underwing; black 
central tail feathers; 
heavily barred tail; lacks 
white rump patch. 


GREEN SANDPIPER 
Darker; fainter- 
patterned upperparts; 
shorter supercilium; 
darker underwings; 
larger white rump patch; 
less heavily barred tail; 
darker legs ® accidental 


outside western Alaska. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitatee ye soe 


DATE 


casual in North America outside 
outer Aleutians. Common on 
Eurasian nesting grounds and 
in migration. 


Fast twisting direct flight with clipped 
wing beats. 


Abandoned nests ® in small patch of moss ® under dwarf birch or willow in 
hummock on dry ground, on open ground near water in northern forested region, 


and on tundra ® lined with grass ® built by female ¢ 3-4 light green to creamy 


white eggs marked with reddish brown, 1.5 inches long. 


Migration Migratory Weight 5 6 ounces 


LOCATION 


TIME 
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Specles Tinga solitaria Length 8_9 inches Wingspan 15_17 inches 


SOLITARY SANDPIPER 

As its name suggests, this sandpiper is often seen alone 
or in small loose groups in its habitat of freshwater lakes, 
ponds, marshes, and rivers. ‘This shorebird is not wary 
around humans and often exhibits an up-and-down 
bobbing or jerking motion with its head and body similar 
to a Spotted Sandpiper’s bobbing. In flight the dark 


Family SCOLOPACIDAE 


dark brown 
upperparts with dense 
whitish buff spotting 
black central 
tail feathers @ 


dark wings 


she nile +i bod y 


black-and- e 
white-barred 
edging on tail 


whitish eye ring 


blackish brown —_—e while underparts 


streaks on lower 


throat and breast | 
: . blackish brown 


streaks on sides 


© greenish yellow legs 


rump patch contrasts with the white outer tail feathers, which 
have black bars. Also note the dark wings without a wing stripe, 
dark underwings. 


Similar Birds 


¢ SONG High shrill pi-peer-wheet or peet. SEC TED GaNGoioR 
¢ BEHAVIOR Searches for food by stirring up water, especially Smaller; less upright 

in stagnant pools, with bill and feet. Picks food from surface or res eines 
probes with bill. Eats insects and insect larvae, small fish, small pink legs; pink bill with 
crustaceans, and other invertebrates. Somewhat aggressive dark tip; white 


toward other birds when feeding. Migrates singly or in small SUpGRO NIN: Win G Teale 


s ‘ : 5 : ; stripe; shallow stiff wing 
groups. Upon landing holds wings above back before folding. | 


beats ® spotted 

id BREEDING Monogamous. underparts in summer. 
e NESTING Incubation 23-24 days by female. Precocial young 
leave nest soon after hatching 
and are tended by female. 
First flight at 17-20 days. 

1 brood per year. 

e POPULATION Fairly 
common on breeding grounds; 
Often zigzags on takeoff; light buoyant fairly common and widespread 
swallowlike direct flight. in migration. Seems stable. 


Flight Pattern 


Nest Identification 


Female strengthens abandoned nest with other material © most often in conifers, 
4—40 feet above ground ¢ 4-5 olive eggs marked with brown, usually in wreath 


Shape wa Location a> shape; pyriform to oval, 1.5 x 1.1 inches. 
Plumage Sexes similar | 4abitat ope .¢@ L® SS ve see | Migration Mioratory Weight 1.7 ounces 
DATE _ TIME LOCATION 


— ~—_ 
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Family SCOLOPACIDAE | § 


WILLET 


‘This large gray sandpiper is named for its song of pi//-w7//-willet given 

loudly and frequently on the breeding grounds. A rather nondescript — white 
shorebird, the Willet may initially thwart your efforts at identification — spectacles 
as it sleeps standing on one leg with its head tucked in on its back 
or probes in mud with its long gray-black bill. But the 


al H Length 1316 inches | Wingspan 24 31 inches 


moment it takes flight it is readily identified by variegated light 
the mostly white tail, white rump, bold brownish gray to 


. . light gray overall 
black-and-white wing pattern, and ae 


loud call of its name. In winter the 
light upperparts lack the 
variegated/barred pattern. 
e SONG Alarm or scolding 
call of &7p or wiek. In flight 
makes wee-wee-wee. 
Well-known call of p7//- 
will-will, pill-o-will-o- 
willet, or pill-will-willet. 
¢ BEHAVIOR a. 
ANA-@N1M 
Generalist. Wades, wing pattern 
probing for food with 
bill. In water eats aquatic 
insects, Marine worms, 
crabs, mollusks, and small 
fish. On land eats seeds, fresh 
shoots, and rice. On breeding WINTER 
grounds often perches high on rocks, PLUMAGE 
posts, shrubs, or other tall objects, from which it may scold 
intruders in its territory. Becomes noisy when alarmed. Mobs 


will attack interlopers, especially at nesting time. — GREATER 
YELLOWLEGS 


light underparts 


blue-gray legs 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Semicolonial. Nests are 200 or ee a 
; grayer; 

more feet apart. thinner, more 
¢ NESTING Incubation 22-29 days by both sexes (male at RSEEISENe GN en 

i ettenvale : h : aS eeactal o leas nee slightly upturned bill; 
night; female at other times). Precocial young leave nest soon eels lene: inehalit bas 
after hatching but tended by both sexes. Parents sometimes white rump and tail 
abandon unhatched eggs after first young leaves nest even with distal tail bands; 


though they have well-developed embryos. First flight at about soapiic 1 eapariane 


28 days. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Common. 
Has recovered from hunting in 
late 19th century and expanded 
into new or parts of ranges 
where it had been extirpated. 

¢ CONSERVATION Habitat 
disturbance is beginning to 
negatively affect population. 


Short low flight; series of rapid wing beats 
alternates with glides. Over long distances 
direct flight with steady rapid wing beats. 


Lined with dry grass @ on sand away from shrubbery, tucked in cups of 
vegetation or tall grasses ¢ 4-5 grayish to olive-buff eggs blotched with brown; 
2.1 inches long. 


MieatOn Migratory | We 7.6 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape -se Location yey 


MABE Sexes similar 
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Family SCOLOPACIDAE Species Arzitis macularia Length 7.5 inches Wingspan 43_14 inches 


SPOTTED SANDPIPER 


‘The most widespread and best-known 
sandpiper in North America ts distinguishable 
on the ground by the way it constantly 
teeters its body as it stands with tail up 

and head down. Females are larger 
than their male counterparts and 
have more spotting. In flight it 
shows a short white wing 
stripe and the inner wing 
has a narrow white 


olive-brown 
upperparts 


white superciliary e——— 
— dull yellow legs WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


short, straight bill 
with pinkish to 
orange base and 
black tip SOLITARY SANDPIPER 
Similar on ground but 
slightly larger and more 
slender; darker greenish 
legs; white eye ring; 
barred tail with white 
trailing edge. In winter sides; greater contrast 
Spotted Sandpipers can 
be found as close as the 
southern United States to 


between upperparts and 
belly; deep wing beats. 


COMMON SANDPIPER 
’ Barred darker brown 
upperparts provide 


laree dark brown-black 
as far away as southern breast spots | 
South America. v greater contrast with 
white flanks and belly; 
duller grayish or straw- 


e SONG High shrieckng peer-weer. Chirps repeated weer in flight. 


¢ BEHAVIOR In summer found almost anywhere near water. colored legs; dark bill 
Feeds primarily on invertebrates, especially insects and their ap size eerie 
S22 0 . 2 ‘ i all Cxtends we 
larvae; sometimes takes small fish. When flushed its curious, beyond folded wings; 
jerky flight and wee/-weer notes are distinctive. streaked breast and 


e 17 : . sides of head ¢ juvenile 
® BREEDING Monogamous but often sequentially ees ie Ee 
2 al strongly 


polyandrous. Usually solitary nester; sometimes loosely colonial. | marked edges © rare in 
¢ NESTING Incubation 20-24 days mostly by male. Female Alaskan range: 
sometimes helps with final clutch of season. Young leave nest 

soon after hatching. Young feed 
themselves but tended solely 
by male. First flight at 

esi ene 13-21 days. 1-2 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Widespread 
and common but some decline 
throughout range. 


Flight Pattern 


Direct flight low over water, wings 


flapping in shallow ares, producing 


clipped, suff beat on drooping wings. 


Lined with moss, grass, feathers, and weeds ® sometimes elevated In grass ® 


Nest Identification 


built by both sexes ¢ 3-5 brownish, greenish, pinkish, or buff eggs blotched with 


Shape -we- <> LOCATION sme yxy excey | brown; ovate to pyriform, 1.3 x 0.9 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | "abitat~en coe wu, | Mievation Mipratory Weight 1.4 ounces 


} 


DATE _ TIME - LOCATION 
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Family SCOLOPACIDAE —_—_‘| SP&°!€S Bartramia longicauda | ‘©P8*” 12 inches Wingspan 17_20 inches 


; a ~~ 

| l JPLAND SANDPIPER small dovelike 

[he distinctive silhouette of the Upland Sandpiper head 

is often seen perched on fences, utility poles, rocks, 

| and stumps watching for intruders and predators in rede 

the grasslands and prairies it inhabits in summer. brown eye 

This large pale sandpiper has a long slender neck, 

small dovelike head, large dark eyes, and long tail. lonssleader 

In winter the Upland Sandpiper migrates long neck y a 
distances to eastern South America. Chi vellowbrowe bill 
e SONG Trilling pu/ip pulip. In low circling hee Nid Meh slightly decurved 
stiff-winged flight on breeding grounds, upperparts By pal toward tip 
emits wolflike whistle whee/oo000000. 
Usual flight call is piping guip-/p-1p-ip. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Has ploverlike feeding 
patterns: runs, stops, then runs again. 


breast with 
streaks, bars, 


Not a bird of shores and wetlands yy bar ae MO, and chevrons 
like most sandpipers, it frequents ‘ 

hay fields, pastures, and j . 

prairies and often é A i FY}. —e whitish belly 
perches on poles. en J and undertail 


Feeds on insects, coverts 
other invertebrates, 


i dark 
and seeds of weeds, 


. Trump 
grasses, and grains. 
Upon landing often wedee-shaped tail 
holds wings above with white border 
body for 1-2 seconds PETE Oa 


before folding them. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 

Loose colonies. During courtship 
flight spreads wings and circles high 
in sky, singing a melodious song that 
can be heard up to a mile away. 


e yellow-green 
legs and feet 


BUFE-BREASTED 
tees ; _ SANDPIPER 
¢ NESTING Incubation 21-27 days. Young leave nest soon em Smaller; black bill; short 


after hatching. First flight at about 30-31 days. Young feed yellow legs; buff face 
themselves but are tended and protected by both sexes. a MASSES WHE 
1 brood per year. ie eae 
¢ POPULATION Mostly recovered since large decline in late 
1800s. Common in parts of the 
Flight Pattern Great Plains; some decline has 
been recorded in local 
populations throughout much 
of the East and the Northeast. 
. a _ ‘ 
Swift direct flight when traveling some . CONSERVAT nO Eastern 
distance. In breeding display flies slowly decline due to habitat loss and 
with flickering wing beats. increased human disturbance. 


Lined with dry grass ® built by both sexes ¢ 4 creamy pale buff to pinkish buff 
eggs speckled red-brown, pyriform, 1.8 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat Le ae Migration Migratory Weight 4.8 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family SCOLOPACIDAE Species Ny menius phaecopus | ©°8Y 17-18 inches | Wingspan 31 _33 inches 


Easily identified by its large size, distinctive 
head stripes, and decurved bill, this bird is 
the most widespread of the curlews in 
North America. During migration it makes 
frequent stops at salt marshes, coastal 
shores, and inland lakes and 

rivers. In flight this bird can gray back mottled 
cacti oe discnamiashce tiers and edged with 
i) Hy De AIstil pul 1eC yI white and buff 
European and Asian races that 

occur on the East and West 
Coasts, respectively, by its 
dark rump and underwings. 


black-and-white 
striped crown 


dark eye 
/ine 


long decurved 
blackish brown bill 
with pale brown or 
creamy pink base 


pale whitish to buff- 
white underparts 


© SONG Whistled 
monotone of 

5-7 notes bihibibibibib. 
Also calls £er-/ee-ou-ler-lee- LONG-BILLED 


ou, frequently in flight. ay P\ CURLEW 
Larger; longer, less 


—e dull bluish 


gray legs 


¢ BEHAVIOR Often coastal in 4 a PES 
: a decurved bill; 
nonbreeding seasons. Picks up : , cinnamon-buff cast 
food with bill and probes more than a... cael overall; deep cinnamon 
7 e e 7} oO li i os I j S i 
other curlews. Eats insects and their Ni aeticbi cies. 
: , flight; lacks bold dark 
larvae, worms, small mollusks, spiders, crustaceans, and wild head stripes. 
berries. Often seen in tidal areas and mudflats, estuaries, grassy BicH-EeHEe 
farmlands, fields, and lake shores in migration. CURLEW 
@ BREEDING Monogamous. Occasionally nests in loose Slightly thicker bill; 


more buff overall; in 
flight shows bright 
e NESTING Incubation 22—28 days by both sexes. Precocial cinnamon on rump and 
young leave nest soon after hatching. Young feed themselves tail ¢ Alaskan range. 
but tended by both sexes. First flight at 35-40 days. 1 brood 
per year. 

Flight Pattern ® Pc YPULATION Fairly 
common on tundra in summer 
and on coast in winter. 


~ 11r ~ 
© CONSERVATION 
Depleted in 19th century due 
bill extended, and legs trailing behind. ce) hunting, but has somewhat 
Flies in V and straight line formation. recovered since then. 


colonies. Male has high circling song flight. 


Direct flight with strong fast wing beats, 


Lined with lichen, moss, and grass ¢ on ground on small pile of grass or moss 


¢ built primarily by female ¢ 3-5 olive to buff eggs blotched with shades of 
brown and lavender; rather pointed ovate pyriform, 2.3 x 1.6 inches. 


Migration Migratory Weight 12.5 ounces 


DATE __ _ TIME _ LOCATION 


Shape a> Location mms xxx 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat 
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Length 15-16 inches | Wingspan 27_3] inches 


SpecieS Ny menius fenuirostris 


Family SCOLOPACIDAE 


SLENDER-BILLED CURLEW 


Very little is known about this nearly extinct bird, 
which breeds in the taiga zone of Siberia. It was 
recorded just once in Ontario in the 1920s; 

there are no other recorded sightings of this 

! shorebird in North America. ‘This is the 

palest of the curlews. ‘The tail 1s 
barred brown. ‘Che uppertail and 
rump are mostly white with the 
white extending up the back 

in a white wedge. Dark 


light brown streaking 
on head 


dark brown decurved 
Lill with blackish 
upper mandible 


whitish breast streaked with 
dark brown heart-shaped spots 


whitish underparts 
: : to tip of tail 
primaries contrast sharply 


with the paler flight feathers 
of the inner wing. 
Underwing linings and 
axillaries are white. In 
migration, these birds are 
often found in damp 
meadows along rivers. 

¢ SONG Has distinctive ie 
tremulous whistle call of cow7-/ee. wa, 
Alarm call of se-wee. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Feeding habits are not known. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous; small colonies. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 27-29 days by both sexes. 
Semiprecocial young leave nest soon after hatching, tended by 
both parents. First flight at 
32-38 days. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Accidental. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Considered to be near 
extinction. Populations are 
small and are believed to be 
declining further. 


—e steel-blue to 
slate-gray legs 


i ai etl 


Similar Birds 


EURASIAN CURLEW 
Larger; buff-colored 
plumage; diffuse 


streaking on breast and 
broad diffuse lore patch; 
no distinct supercilium. 


Lined with leaves or grasses ® on mound or thicket in dry open area ® 4+ greenish 
eggs with brownish markings; oval to short elliptical, 2.3 inches long. 


Shape -se- Location mmm xxx 


) Pusce Sexes similar | Habitat 1 w= &¢ Migration Migratory Weight 1().9 ounces 


‘DATE TIME LOCATION 


Z592°° BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


Species Ny menius arquata | ©°8 19-24 inches | WinesPan 32_40 inches 


EURASIAN CURLEW 


Sometimes called the Common Curlew, this 

large shorebird is named for its far-carrying butft6 wohitish head 
call of cou7-/oo. Widespread from Europe to streaked with brown 
Africa, vagrants that have made 
their way to North America have 
been spotted in New York and 
Massachusetts. In flight its 
pale brown upper back 
and its white lower 
back, rump, and 


Family SCOLOPACIDAE 


large decurved bill 
with black upper 


mandible 


pinkish base 
of lower 
mandible 


underwings contrast with 
dark wing tips and the 
pale trailing edge of its 
inner wings. 

e SONG Resounding cour- 
/oo or low-pitched waup. 
Alarm call 1s Azyawyuyu. In 
winter sings long bubbly 
trill and song that steadily 


.e heavily streaked 
underparts 


—e hlue-gray legs 


or ae 


= 
increases in pitch and speed. : % LONG-BILLED 
' ; J ‘ CURLEW 
¢ BEHAVIOR Probes with : 
; ie ch Cinnamon underwings; 
beak in soil for worms, crabs, and mollusks. Invertebrates make _ Ginnamon evel 
up 75 percent of diet. Picks berries and rarely eats eggs. Male including rump; fine 


streaking on neck and 
underparts. 


glides over female during display flight. This primarily 
temperate zone curlew has adapted well to using agricultural 
areas for nesting and foraging sites. 


WHIMBREL 

: : Smaller; striped head; 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 7 dark brown back, wings, 
¢ NESTING Incubation 27-30 days by both sexes. Precocial cum, and ee 
young feed themselves but are tended by both sexes. First 

flight at 32-38 days. ‘Typically 

1 brood per year. 

@ POPULATION Casual to 
—— accidental in the Northeast 
from the Maritime provinces to 
New York. Common and 
widespread in Eurasia. 


Flight Pattern 


Direct flight with rapid wing beats on long 
gull-like wings. 


Lined with leaves and grasses @ 4 dark olive or green eggs with brownish 


; blotches; oval to short elliptical, 2.7 inche 1g. 
Shape -se- Location rtches; ¢ 0 short elliptical, 2.7 inches long 


Habitat _ i NS Migration \figratory Weight 1.6 pounds 


DATE | TIME LOCATION 


Plumage Sexes similar 
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Family SCOLOPACIDAE Length 23 inches Wingspan 36 4() inches 


LONG-BILLED CURLEW A 
‘The largest North American member of the sandpiper family has a very long, | 
: slender decurved bill. ‘The male claims and defends large territories with a 
) flapping gliding flight. After courtship and mating, these birds usually nest in dry 
uplands often near rivers but sometimes rangelands or farmlands. As 

with other curlews the female is larger than the indistinct eye line 

| male. It is distinguished in flight by the 
long decurved bill and cinnamon 
underwing linings. 


CINNAMON-OTOWDN 
upperparts 


long decurved bill 


@ pinkish or grayish 
brown base on lower 
mandible 


SS & 
© buff-brown underparts 


¢ SONG Solid melodic 
ascending cu7-/ee. On breeding 
grounds gives bubbling 
warbled curlececececeeuun. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Feeds by 
probing mud with bill or 
dunking head under 
water. Eats adult 
insects, fly larvae, 
|| aquatic insects, 
mollusks, 
crustaceans, and 
small amphibians. Often flies 
in wedge-shaped flocks, especially in migration. 
| ¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial or semicolonial. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 27-30 days by both sexes. Incubating 
bird sits motionless on nest even if approached. Precocial young 
leave nest soon after hatching. ‘ended by both sexes. First flight at 


32-45 days. | brood per year. 
Flight Pattern 


e dull blue-gray legs 


Similar Birds 


a WHIMBREL 


Smaller; grayer overall; 


gray-brown head with 
distinctive stripes; pale 


whitish gray underparts. 


MARBLED GODWI1 
Smaller; straight or 
slightly upturned bill; 


cinnamon secondaries; 


brighter inner primaries 


= 


with fewer brown 


markings. 


¢ POPULATION Common 


and widespread in nesting area. 
—u- | 4,4 5 4,4-| Casual to rare on southeastern 
Atlantic Coast in winter. 
¢ CONSERVATION 


Overgrazing in nesting areas has 
caused some decline. 


Steady, strong wing beats in direct flight. 
Gliding flight in display on breeding 
grounds. 


Lined with a few bits of grass, weeds, and chips ¢ on ground in open prairie 


¢ 3-5 pale to olive-buff eggs with brown and olive spotting, 2.6 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ex Migration Migratory Weight 1 2 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family SCOLOPACIDAE Species 7 jmosa limosa Length 16 inches Wingspan 30) inches 


BLACK-TAILED GODWIT 


The tallest of the four godwits is a rare but 


regular spring migrant to the Aleutian Islands rusty red head 
and is casual on the Pribilof Islands and the and neck 
Atlantic Coast. In its native Eurasia it travels [ 


in large flocks, often numbering more than 

a thousand. In flight note the white 

rump, black tail, white wing bar, mottled rusty 
white underwing linings, and long brown upperparts 
legs extending well beyond 
the tail. Winter plumage 
shows a gray head, 
whitish underparts, 

and gray-brown ot 
upperparts. PS 
¢ SONG Display black tail 
call is cleat, with white base 
repetitious /pee- 
wit, pee-wit. Also 
makes low, 


long, straight, 
sometimes slightly 
upcurved 
bicolored bill 


rusty red 
breast 


white belly and 
underparts with 
dark barring 


throaty gruffo and ee 
. So 
growling wee-ceh. gray legs 


Contact call 1s 

quiet, continuous 

tuck or keck. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. long, wide white 
e aS ONE SIT1Pe 

Feeds off dry land in warm 

weather and moves closer to water in 

autumn. Eats insects and their larvae 

and other invertebrates by probing with 

bill. When its nesting ground is invaded, it 

aggressively attacks intruder. 30-50 birds often perform 

synchronized flights with elaborate twists and turns. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Loosely colonial. Male has 

switchback display flight that includes impressive aerial 

acrobatics with midair tumbling, and rolling and frolicking 

on the ground. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 22—24 days by both sexes. Precocial 


young leave nest soon after 
Flight Pattern 


hatching. ‘Tended by both sexes 


but feed themselves. First flight 
Swift, sometimes erratic flight often low 


HUDSONIAN GODWIT 
Black axillaries and 
underwing coverts; 
narrower upperwing 
stripe; slimmer tail; 
narrower white 
uppertail band. 


BAR-TAILED GODWIT 
More barring on 
upperparts; broad dark 
brown streaking on 
feathers; rufous- 
chestnut underparts; 
white rump; white- 
barred tail; uniformly 
dark wings without 
wing stripe; long, 
slightly upturned bill. 


at 25-30 days. 1 brood per year. 
© POPULATION Rare but 
consistent migrant on western 
Aleutians. Casual on Pribilofs 
over water. and along Atlantic Coast. 


Nest Identification . 


On tussock hidden in tall grasses @ lined with grass ®@ built by female ¢ 4 olive- 
green eggs blotched with brown; oval to elliptical, 2.2 inches long. 


Shape -se- Location yyy AAA 


PUMaeS Sexes similar | [os US cas sen Migration Migratory Weight 8.9 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Family SCOLOPACIDAE 


HUDSONIAN GODWIT 


On the shores of James Bay in Canada, 

thousands of these birds can be seen 

migrating together in late August. 

| The male godwit is quiet during 

migration but has a noisy, 

| complex display flight during 

| breeding. ‘The female is 
larger and duller with 

| less barring. Both sexes 

| are distinctive in 

| flight with a white 

| rump, a black 
tail with white 
base, a white - 
wing stripe, “ 
and dusky black 
wing linings and 

| axillaries. In 

| winter the bird has 

| agray back and neck Me eh 

| and whitish underparts. — whire rail 

| e SONG Sings a clear 

| high-pitched /0e-wit, god-wit, 

whit, or toe-whit-ta. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Feeds by probing 

rapidly in mud with bill. Sometimes 

wades deep enough to immerse bill and head 1n water. Eats 

mollusks, marine worms, crustaceans, and insects. Wary. Only 

shorebird with undulating flight pattern. Flies in long lines or V- 

formation in migration. 

| ¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Gregarious. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 22-25 days by female during day and 

» | male at night. Precocial young leave nest soon after hatching 

and feed themselves. ‘Tended by both sexes. First flight at 

30 days. Parents very aggressive in defense of young. 1 brood 

| per year. 

/ | ©@ POPULATION The Hudsonian Godwit is fairly common to 

| uncommon on its breeding 


| Flight Pattern grounds (but total breeding 


range poorly known). 


brownish black back 
with white-tipped 

feathe TS QIVINE Se aly 
appearance 


dark blue-gray legs 
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Species 7 jmosa haemastica | ‘°° 15 inches WingePall 77 inches 


etaacs 


long pointed 
slightly upcurved 
creamy pink bill 
with black tip 


black barring 
overall 


dark chestnut 


underparts 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


MARBLED GODWI1 
Larger; lacks black-and- 
white wing and tail 
pattern; grayish 
cinnamon overall; 
cinnamon wing linings; 
boldly spangled 
upperparts. 


BLACK-PAILED 
GODWIT 

Broad wing bar on tail 
reaches to outer 
primaries; bright white 
axillaries and underwing 
coverts; less white on 
rump and upperwing. 


Uncommon to casual migrant 
on the Great Plains in spring 
and on the East Coast in 


Swift powerful undulating flight. Flies in autumn migration. Casual on 
straight lines or V-formation. the Pacific Coast. 


Nest Identification 
Sparsely lined with dead leaves and fresh grass ® on tussock hidden under marsh 


grass or shrubs ® built by both sexes ¢ 3-4 olive-buff to olive-brown eggs 


Shape 6 <> Location womens Lk | sparsely marked with olive-brown, 2.2 inches long. 


| Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ye & cece New | Migration Mioratory Weight 7.8 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family SCOLOPACIDAE Species J jmosa lapponica | ‘©"8 16 inches Wingspan 28 inches 


BAR-TAILED GODWIT 
‘This bird was considered a delicacy in the 
fifteenth century. It can be distinguished 
from the similar curlews by its upturned 
bill. These large shorebirds fly in big 
flocks and perform elaborate aerial 
movements. The female is larger and 
paler overall with streaked light 
chestnut or pinkish underparts. 
In winter both sexes are gray. 
In flight toes extend 
beyond the tip of the 
tail, and the rump 1s 
either whitish or 


long slightly upturned 
feoo-toned bill 


solid red-chestnut 
underpar vAY 


gray-brown or ee white or barred 
black barring rump dark gray legs WIN PER” 
on tail : PLUMAGE 


barred, as are the wing 

linings. ‘he wings are dark 

and lack stripes, and the white 
tail has dark brown to black bars. 


& MARBLED GODWIT 
Bright cinnamon wings, 
rump, and tail. 


BLACK-TAILED 
GODWITI 
Longer legs and neck; 


e SONG Usually silent. On breeding grounds gives trilling 
song; slightly nasal dry sek; barking sak-kak; or keewick. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Feeds by wading into water and picking from - flatter forehead; slightly 
: a Sat as : ' ; : 5 nore blunt, less up- 
mud’s surface and by probing with side-to-side motion. Eats bea ete 
; : : : curved bill; white rump 
insects, crustaceans, marine worms, and mollusks. Nests on aid bellheaee 
tundra and in swampy areas near lakes. Flocks in winter. irregular barring on 
— 107 . : lower breast and belly; 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. teen sad 
wide black terminal tail 
¢ NESTING Incubation 20-21 days by both sexes. Soon after band; bold white stripe 


in wing. 


hatching precocial young are led to nearby marshes where they 
stay until they are able to fly. Young feed themselves but are 
tended by both sexes. 1 brood 
per year. 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon 
breeder in western Alaska. 
Casual along Pacific Coast. 
Very rare migrant along 

Direct flight with strong steady Atlantic Coast. 

wing beats. 


Flight Pattern 


Usually on moist or mossy tundra hidden in grass on tussock ¢ lined with moss, 
lichen, birch leaves, and grasses ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 24 olive or pale brown 
Shape -ee <= Location Lee Wl | eggs sparsely spotted with brown, 2.2 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | "@0!tet em Migration Migratory Weight 10.8 ounces 


DATE _ ; TIME LOCATION 
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Family SCOLOPACIDAE Species 7 imosa fedoa Length 18-20 inches | WiNésPan 32 inches 


MARBLED GODWIT 
‘Taking its name from its call of 
godWHIT, godWHIT, this buff-brown 
bird is distinguished by its long 
upturned bicolored bill. Very 
social and nesting in 
semicolonial groups, these 
shorebirds have no clear 


blackish mottling 
on upperparts long slightly 


upturned creamy pink 


territorial boundaries. pjackish wings bill with dusky tip, 
Most spend winters on with red-brown 3-5.5 inches long 
the coast and migrate on outer tips of 


secondaries and 
inner primaries 


buff-brown overall 


in flocks. In flight 
note the cinnamon 
wing linings and 
cinnamon-buff in 

the primary and 
secondary feathers. 

¢ SONG Distinctive 
bold grating cor-ack, 
terWHIT, or 
godWHIT. Repetitive 
barking 7ack-a or 
raddica in display. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Often feeds 
by wading into water. Probes 

with bill in tidal flats and mudflats 
for crustaceans, mollusks, and worms. Also eats insects, 


finely barred 


underparts 


long bluish 


2 4 WINTER 
gray legs 


PLUMAGE 


Similar Birds 


HUDSONIAN GODWI!I 
Heavily barred reddish 


chestnut underparts in 
breeding plumage 

¢ gray and white 
underparts in winter 


including grasshoppers, and vegetal materials, including seeds . ° black tail with white 

and berries. Often flocks in nonbreeding seasons. Prefers high y base; white rump; 

plains and rangelands, often nesting in grassy meadows near F ean te ae 

water. In migration flocks fly in long lines with the front Miche Teathers: bold. 

changing irregularly. white wing stripe. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Loosely colonial. Generally noisy LONG-BILLED 

when breeding. CURLEN 

¢ NESTING Incubation 21-23 days by both sexes. Precocial os ithe st i i ” 
= e hag ees a S : : c . cinnamon flight feathers 

young leave nest soon after hatching. ended by both sexes. more heavily marked 

First flight at about 21 days. 1 brood per year. with brown; larger. 


¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common on interior 
breeding grounds. In winter 

Flight Pattern common on the West Coast and 
fairly common on ‘Texas coast 
and in Florida. Rare but regular 
on tidal flats in the East. 
¢ CONSERVATION Declining 
Strong swift direct flight. because of the conversion of 
habitat to farmland. 


Lined with dry grasses ® in grassy prairies not far from water on dry ground 
in grasses ® 3-5 greenish to olive-buff eggs lightly marked with brown, 
Shape -ee- <= Location wee 2.2 inches long. 


Habitat 8 ‘en Migration Migratory Weight 41.3 ounces 


TIME LOCATION 
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Family SCOLOPACIDAE Species A rengria interpres |\*©8'N G_1Q inches | WiNesPan 17_18 inches 


A 
RUDDY TURNSTONE 
| 


The alarm cry of this stout little ploverlike 
shorebird alerts other birds to possible danger. It 
often is seen probing the drift line on beaches, 


black-and- 


“V ‘leaning leftovers fi beach picnics white face short pointed 
even cleaning up leftovers from beach picnics. dark bill tilts 
Some will take bread from a human hand. In eRe Up at tip 
flight the vividly patterned body and wings black, white, and rusty ‘ S25 

are unmistakable in bold rusty reds, blacks, red harlequin-patterned 


and white. Winter plumage shows a brown- wings and back 


and-white face, dull brown wings and 
back, and a brown bib but retains 

the striking white stripes on 
the wings, back, and tail. 


white 
chin 


black bib 
on breast 
e SONG Low guttural 
rattle. Alarm call 1s chick-7k or 
kewk. Flight call is ke/-ah-kek or kit-it- 

it. While feeding gives contact call of fw7. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Roots through seaweed 
and tps over stones, shells, and other 
things washed up onto shore. Feeds on 
insects, mollusks, crustaceans and their 
eggs, worms, and bird eggs. 
Sometimes eats discards of birds such 
as oystercatchers, including carrion. 
May eat coconut meat as well. Forages alone or in small 
flocks often mixed with other shorebirds. Other shorebirds 


white underparts 


short orange-red legs 
(duller in winter) 


ae 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


may nest near Turnstones to gain protection from predators. BLACK ‘TURNSTONE 
® BREEDING Monogamous. Desc ae 

s : & chestnut or rust coloring; 
¢ NESTING Incubation 21—24 days by both sexes, but female dark reddish brown legs 


does more. Precocial young leave nest soon after hatching but * Alaskan and West 
feed themselves. Tended by both sexes, but female leaves Sous mane 
before first flight at 19-21 days. 1 brood per year. 
e POPULATION Common 

Flight Pattern and widespread on tundra 
breeding grounds and on coasts 
in winter, Casual to rare inland 
in migration, except around the 
Great Lakes where the species 
is more common. 


Swift direct flight with rapid wing beats. 


Nest Identification ee eee 
Lined with bits of dry plants, withered leaves, moss, grass, or seaweed © in open 


tundra ® built by female ¢ 24 olive-green to olive-buff eggs marked with 


Shape -se Location yyy so, browns and blacks, 1.6 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | “abltat i ‘ee Migration Migratory Weight 3.9 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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FamilY SCOLOPACIDAE Species Qu/idris canutus Length 10-11 inches | Wi98sPan 20 inches 


RED KNOT 


At one time the Red Knot was one of the most abundant 
shorebirds in North America, but 19th-century market 
hunters diminished its population by 
slaughtering it in both spring and 
autumn migrations. It can be 
distinguished by its 
chunky body, short bill, 
and short greenish 
legs. Known as classic 
high-arctic breeders 
and long-distance 
migrants, Red Knots 
winter mostly in the °72/% 

ee slightly curved 
lower half of South = y/-g pi 
America and may 
travel 19,000 miles per 


buff-chestnut 
face 


dappled brown- 
black upperparts 


J 
WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


buff-chestnut 
breast 


finely barred 


year. Dappled brown- pale grayish 
Al , ‘ white tail and 
black upperparts and short on 


chestnut underparts turn 

to pale gray upperparts and 

white underparts in winter. 

e SONG Generally silent. Feeding 
birds and flocks in flight emit harsh monosyllabic Avwz. 
Males on breeding grounds whistle a melodious poor-me. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Generally feeds on beaches, tidal flats, and 
lagoons. Eats mollusks, crabs, and insects and their larvae. 
When feeding in mud probes for food with bill. Often migrates 
and winters in large flocks that wheel, bank, and roll together in 
tight, dashing formations. Breeding display flight involves high, 
circling flight on still or quivering wings, ending with a rapid, 
tumbling fall, and landing with wings upraised. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Gregarious. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 21-23 days by both sexes. Precocial 
young leave nest soon after hatching. ‘ended by both sexes. 
First flight at 18-20 days. Female leaves before first flight. 

1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon to fairly common on breeding 
grounds and in migration on 
Atlantic Coast. Uncommon 
transient on Pacific Coast. A 
rare transient inland. 

¢ CONSERVATION Federal 
protection has helped increase 
populations of this bird. 


greenish legs 


Similar Birds 


CURLEW SANDPIPER 
Slim and small; longer 
curved bill; pale rump ¢ 
red underparts in 
breeding plumage. 


GREAT KNOT 
Longer bill; large body; 
lacks robin-red face, 
neck, and underparts; 
heavily spotted white 
underparts; heavy black 
spotting on breast; 
black streaking on neck 
and head; more heavily 
barred pale rump and 
tail © spring migrant in 
western Alaska. 


Swift direct flight with rapid wing beats. 
Flies in V or straight line formation. 


Lined with leaves, lichen, and moss ® hollow in clumps of lichens among 
rocks and scant plant life near water ® built by both sexes, but male does 
most ® 34 olive-buff eggs marked with brown-black spot; pyriform, 

1.6 inches long. 


Shape -g¢ Location mm 44% iiss 


| DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family ScQLOPACIDAE Species Cy/idris alba Length g inches Wingspan 15 inches 


SANDERLING wea 
‘This sandpiper runs back and forth on the beach with the ebb ily 
and flow of the water, chasing receding waves to snatch up ve waht 
exposed invertebrates. It also stands on one leg for long periods. 
The palest of the sandpipers, this bird differs from others in its 
family by its lack of a hind toe. Its light-colored winter 

plumage blends in with dry sand. ‘The 
Sanderling nests in the arctic of 
both hemispheres and 
winters to the 
southern end of 
both, traveling 
as far as eight 
thousand miles 
between its 
summer and black 
winter homes. In shoulders 
flight the wings 


rusty wash 
over head 


black 
bill 


rusty wash 
over breast 
and mantle 


white 
underparts 


WINTER 


show a broad white 

stripe, black leading and 
trailing edges, and white 
underwings. Its white tail has 
black central tail feathers. 

¢ SONG Harsh &ree. Also gives a 
tewick or kip while in flight. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Hunts for sand crabs and mollusks in the sand at 
the water’s edge. Also eats other crustaceans, marine worms, 
amphipods, isopods, and insects. On arctic breeding grounds 
eats insects and insect larvae, some plants, leaves, and algae. In 
flight flocks often wheel and turn, changing direction with 
flashing wings and a change of color, first showing dark backs 
then light underparts. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous or polyandrous. Colonial. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 24-31 days usually by male, while 
female often lays second clutch, incubating 1 while male 
incubates other. Some females take 2 mates, lay a clutch in each 
nest, then leave the males to tend the eggs and young in their 
respective nests. Precocial young leave nest soon after hatching; 


black legs e—— 


Similar Birds 


PLUMAGE 


RED KNOT 
Larger; in breeding 
plumage rusty red 
underparts extend 
onto lower breast and 
upper belly; barred 
flanks and undertail 
coverts; barred rump; 
in nonbreeding lacks 
black in shoulders. 


DUNLIN 


* Slightly larger; stout 


bill droops at the tip 
¢ in winter has gray- 
brown upperparts, 
lores, and cheeks; 
grayish throat and 
upper breast with fine 
dusky streaking; lacks 
black in bend of wing. 


at least 1 parent; female leaves 
if male is present. First flight at 
17 days. 1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common. 

@ CONSERVATION Decline 

due to destruction of habitat. 


feed themselves but tended by 
Flight Pattern 


Swift direct flight with rapid wing beats. 


Nest Identification ee ; 
Lined with small leaves, grass, lichen, mosses, or willow leaves @ on high, well- 


drained, rocky tundra @ built by both sexes, but male does more ¢ 3-4 dull olive- 
green or brown eggs sparsely spotted with brown and black, 1.4 inches long. 


SNApe -oe- cag LOCATION mmm gyicy 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat an see Migration Migratory Weight 4 2 ounces 


LOCATION .. ...... .. .. 7 eee 


DATE _ TIME 
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Species (ylidris pusilla Length 6.5 inches Wingspan 4 4_13 inches 


SEMIPALMATED SANDPIPER 
‘This coastal inhabitant gets its name from 
the partial webbing it has between its front 
toes. This bird often mingles with other 
shorebirds such as sanderlings and 
Semipalmated Plovers around the time 
of high tide. Like most shorebirds, 
Semipalmated Sandpipers will 
frequently sleep standing on one 

or both legs, with their bill 

tucked into their back feathers. 
Sometimes they will travel 
along the beach hopping on 
one leg. Grayer in all 
plumages than most 
peeps and have less 
streaking on the 
breast and no spotting 
on the flanks. 


¢ SONG Short churk 
or churp. On breeding 
ground, song given in 
flight is a monotonous ee- 

kee-kee-kee. 

¢ BEHAVIOR The bird is often 

seen running along the beach, pecking 
and occasionally probing the sand, 
searching for insects, worms, small mollusks, and small 
crustaceans. Generally feeds farther from the water’s edge 
than other peeps. Often gathers in large flocks in migration. 


Family SCOLOPACIDAE 


trace wash of rufous e 
on crown, auriculars, 
and scapulars 


f 

| 

| 

be 

ij 

| 
——® white face 
and throat 


dusky smudge e— 
ACTOSS VC 


gray-brown 
upperparts, 


black semi-straight 
crown, and nape 


blunt-uipped bill, 
deep at base 


dusky dark- 
brown-streaked 
chest side patches 


\ thick short body 


black legs and feet 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


WESTERN SANDPIPER 


> aes ei 2 . : : Sriol 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Gregarious. Aggressive during Denn mirOnS co 


; scapulars, back, ear 
breeding season. 


patch, and crown; gray 


¢ NESTING Incubation 18-22 days by both sexes. Precocial plumage, less 
young leave nest on day of hatching and feed themselves, 
tended by both parents. Female abandons after few days. First 


flight at 14-19 days. 1 brood per year. 


uniformly brown; larger 
and lankier; longer 
legs; longer, shghtly 


decurved bill 


: a ay, Ae : (especially female). 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common to common on breeding : 


grounds. Common migrant from Atlantic Coast to central Great 


Plains; rare migrant in the West, 
Flight Pattern 


¢ CONSERVATION Species 


south of Canada. Casual to rare 


in Florida in winter. 
Swift flight on rapidly beating wings. 


Flushed birds rise in zigzag pattern. 


still abundant but is being 
threatened due to diminishing 
stopover points. 


Flocks twist and turn as precise unit. 


Grass-lined with leaves and moss ® nests generally built on grassy slope or 
mound surrounded by short vegetation @ built by both sexes * 2—+ whitish to 
olive-buff eggs, blotched with brown, chestnut, or gray; ovate pyriform to 

subpyriform, 0.8 x 1.2 inches. 


TIME 


LOCATION 
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Family SCOLOPACIDAE Species Cy/idris mauri Length 6_7 inches Wingspan 12_14 inches 
| 


WESTERN SANDPIPER i 


| | 
A long-distance migrant, the Western Sandpiper Srenaiius | 
flies southeast and remains on North and CTOON @ | 
South American coasts during the winter 
months. It is the western relative of rufous base 
the Semipalmated Sandpiper, Cea 
which it closely resembles 


bright rufous 
ear patches 


long tapered 
black bill slightly 
drooped at the tip 


except for a longer bill 
that usually appears 
slightly drooped at the 

tip. In breeding plumage 
it has arrow-shaped spots 
on the sides and breast 
and rufous on the crown, 
ear patches, and scapulars. 
In winter plumage it is one 
of the palest “peeps,” with 
almost no contrast in the 
faintly mottled upperparts. 


~e arrow-shaped 
spots on sides 


partially WINTER 
black legs webbed toes PLUMAGE 


and feet 


SEMIPALMATED 
SANDPIPER 

Shorter bill without 
drooped tip; duller in 
color; less rufous; faint 


: SONG High raspy eer or cheet. or nonexistent mantle 
e 7 . ae as : < . andices arilinaeudach 
e BEHAVIOR Often can be identified by a distinctive feeding and seapular lines; dark 
: ; : oe : ee brown upperparts 
pattern: while snatching invertebrates it occasionally eats with Sdbed withthe 
its head immersed in the water. Feeds primarily on insects but makes harsh churk. 


also takes small crustaceans, mollusks, and worms. In migration 


‘ : ; LEAST SANDPIPER 
and on wintering grounds, often occurs in large flocks. Coastal 


Smaller; brown wash 


outside breeding season, but fairly common inland in migration. on head, head, neck, 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Highly gregarious. ee pase aks 
. \ : : i 3 orown strea Ing; 

¢ NESTING Incubation 18-21 days by both sexes. Precocial yellow-green legs 


young leave nest a few hours after hatching. Female departs, and feet. 
but male tends young. Young feed themselves. First flight at 
17-21 days. 1 brood per year. 
@¢ POPULATION Common to 
abundant on breeding grounds; 
common in migration and on 
US coastal wintering grounds. 
® CONSERVATION Abundant 
but still vulnerable to habitat 
loss at stopover points. 


Swift direct flight with rapid wing beats. 
Large tight flocks twist and turn in 
coordinated movements. 


Nest Identification 


Shape ee LOCATION mums Bp 


Lined with leaves, grass, and lichens ® slightly elevated on moist or dry 
tundra near water @ male hollows out several sites; female chooses one and 
lines nest ® 3-5 whitish brown eggs marked with red-brown spots; pyriform, 
0.87 x 1.2 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | “abitat J < Migration Migratory Weight (8 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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|_| Family SCOLOPACIDAE Species Cylidris ruficollis | “PN 6.25 inches | WiM€sPan 11-12 inches 
- ——N" 


RED-NECKED STINT 


Previously called the Rufous-necked 

Sandpiper, this native of Asia 1s a rare 

breeder in the summer in western rufous head, neck, 
and northern Alaska. It is one of the — rufous back with and throat 
easier “peeps” to identify in black mottling and 
| breeding plumage, with rufous white-caged feathers 
on the head, neck, and mantle. 

Adults migrate before 
juveniles and sometimes 


dark brown 
streaking 
g@ on head 


straight 


Fis black bill 


white undertail coverts ee 


| reach their 


destinations still whitish chin 


wearing their and base of bill 
{ breeding plumage. white flanks, 
i ; iS sides, and belly 

| In flight shows eS ee dark streaks form 
_ | uppertail coverts with “necklace” around 
' | ablack center and white black legs breast and neck 
| margins. Winter plumage 
| shows gray wings and back and 
| darker gray streaks on the sides. a 

| ’ ; S&S 
| © SONG Coarse cit or prip. Also has squeaking call of wees. Display oa 
; flight song of wheer, wheet, whek, whek. ne 
| ° BEHAVIOR Forages on shore by picking items off surface; sometimes PLUMAGE 
| probes mud. Eats insects, crustaceans, and worms. Off breeding 
' grounds feeds in mixed flocks with other shorebirds. Mainly 

a coastal and highly gregarious when not breeding, preferring . , WESTERN SANDPIPER 
4 mudflats. Prefers inland wetlands during migration, when it flies f )  SEMIPALMATED 

i in tight, highly maneuverable flocks. SANDPIPER 

: eet am : : Longer bill; longer legs; 

| ¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. ot eee polemic: 

¢ NESTING Incubation 21-23 days by both sexes; if 2 broods y webbed toes @ in 


breeding plumage lack 


male incubates first, and female incubates second. Precocial : 
rufous on breast. 


young leave nest soon after hatching and feed themselves. 
Tended by 1 parent. First flight at 15-18 days. 1-2 broods per year. 
e POPULATION Uncommon 
Flight Pattern to rare on Alaskan breeding 
grounds. Regular migrant to 
west coast of Alaska and islands 
in the Bering Sea. Casual to 
accidental on both Pacific and 
Atlantic Coasts in migration. 
Accidental inland. 


Swift direct flight with rapid wing beats. 


Nest Identification 
— Lined with willow leaves ® small pile of grass or tundra moss ® 4 yellow eggs 
dotted with rufous-cinnamon at larger end; pyriform, 1.1 inches long. 


Shape -»e Location ggg ems jssisii 


Mage Sexes similar | Habitat ren Migration Migratory Weight 1.1 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family SCOLOPACIDAE Species Cy/idris minuta Length 6 inches Wingspan 1 1_12 inches 
SI 


LITTLE STINT 
‘This sparrow-sized native of 
the Arctic regions was first 
recognized in North 
America i 1975. Since 


| 
brown and orange-rust | 
streaks On Crown 


dusky ear 
coverts and lores 


that time it has been J : —> dark brown 
found as a casual ; streaking on sides 

. short e / 
migrant on both straight / 

straight — 
coasts and asa rare black bill / creamy or white 
visitor, usually in white ¢ edging on mantle forms 
. . . J pn DP Vie ~h 

spring migration, to throat 1 or 2 Vs on back 


. C ind chin 
islands off western relia 


Alaska. In breeding 
plumage its small size; 

short straight black bill; 
black legs; and rusty red 
head, upperparts, and breast . 
are good clues to its identity. Its white belly 
winter plumage shows dull grayish and 
brown upperparts, individual black underwings 
feathers with rusty and white 
edgings, and a gray wash with dark 
grayish brown streaks over its breast. 
In all plumages the long primary 
projection separates this species from 
other similar “peeps.” 

¢ SONG Call is s#iz, Also makes short 
trill, cA7r, or see-seet call. Sings weak svee-svee-svee. » RED-NECKED STINT 


© black legs 


In breeding plumage 


¢ BEHAVIOR Pecks quickly at surface and probes in mud with AMEE 5 
bill. Eats various insect larvae and other invertebrates. Highly dels atoundneneneen 
gregarious, moving in flocks in migration and winter. Becomes throat, and breast 

aggressive and territorial when feeding. Often tame, allowing * larger; necklace of 


‘ : : dark brown streaks; 
close approach. In flight, flocks often quickly wheel and dart in more elongaved bode: 


migration and on wintering grounds. shorter tarsi: longer bill. 
e BREEDING Serial polygamy. Colonial. r LEAST SANDPIPER 
¢ NESTING Incubation 21-23 days; if 2 broods male and Yellow legs; grayer 


upperparts. 


female incubate separate clutches. Precocial young leave nest 
day of hatching and feed themselves, but are tended by at least 
1 parent. First flight at 
15-18 days. 1-2 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Accidental in 
western Alaskan islands. Casual 
on Pacific and Atlantic Coasts. 
Common to abundant on 


Eurasian breeding grounds and 
wintering grounds. 


Switt direct flight with rapid wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Lined with willow and dwarf birch leaves ® on raised grassy or mossy areas 


¢ 4 olive-green or yellow eggs with reddish brown mottling; pyriform, 


Shape -es Location sms xxx 1.1 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | “@bitat sem ux Migration \ figratory Weight (). 8 ounce 


_ TIME Ss LOCATION 


DATE _ 


a mm tt 
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Family SGOLOPACIDAE Species (y/idpis temminckii Wingspan 14_12 inches. 


i 


! 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


TEMMINCK’S STINT 


Frequenting marshes rather than 
the mudflats where most stints 
gather, this bird is solitary except 
during migration, when up to 
two hundred gather in small 
flocks in its native Eurasian / 
< dusky 
range. During spring and fall 
vagrants have flown to St. 
Lawrence Island and the 
Pribilof and Aleutian Islands. 
Horizontal posture on short 
dull yellow to yellow-green 
legs gives the bird a crouched 
look. The white outer tail 
feathers distinguish this small 
gray stint from all others. 
e SONG Rapid series of dry 
tirrrr. In flight makes high- 
pitched cricketlike 
treeriririririr. ont dat 
¢ BEHAVIOR Eats various yellowish legs 
small invertebrates, especially 
insects and their larvae. Will 
sometimes feeds slowly and 
methodically in vegetation at the 
edges of wetlands, picking prey from 
ground and vegetation. When 
approached often crouches. Usually 
solitary or in pairs or small flocks. In 
nonbreeding season prefers inland and 
freshwater sites to coastal locations. In display flight male sings a BAIRD’S SANDPIPER 
for several minutes while circling and hovering. If flushed 
quickly flies to great height with rapid jerking flight. jut beyond tail tip at 
¢ BREEDING Polygamous. Solitary. : coer re 7 
yi ) upperparts; darker 
¢ NESTING Incubation 21-22 days. Male and female each buff wash on breast; 
tend own nest if more than 1 clutch of eggs is laid. Precocial — 
young leave nest day of hatching but attended by 1 adult. First 
flight at 15-18 days. 
1-2 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Rare spring 
and autumn migrant on 
Alaskan islands in Bering Sea. 
Accidental occurence 
elsewhere in North America. 


variegated dark brown, 
grayish brown, and chestnut 
streaks On crown 


mantle feathers 
have dark centers 
with buff edges 
pare brown upperwings 
with random black 
scapular marks 


long tail with 
white outer 
feathers 


dark brown 
central tail feathers 


Shorter tail; wing ups 


Lined with sedge stems and willow leaves @ on grass or under bush or small tree 


near water ® 4 brownish eggs; pyriform, 1.1 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ye Migration Migratory Weight (8 ounce 
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Family SCOLOPACIDAE iShecles Co) pili Wingspan 11_12 inches 


—“ 


LEAST SANDPIPER 


During migration a small sandpiper on the edge 

of an inland pool or wet area is likely to be this 

species. The Least Sandpiper is the smallest 

of the native North American streaked brown-gray 
sandpipers and among p dark neck Ls ie 


the smallest waders 


white 
undertail 
coverts 


slender slightly 
decurved dark bill 


streaked 


dark breast i j 
eae Fi white pale green- 
in the world. ‘These belly yellow legs 


tame birds will walk 
close to humans along 
the shore. With a buff- 
brown wash on its 
streaked breast, it is one of the 
brownest and darkest of the “peeps.” 

The legs and feet are dull yellowish or greenish yellow rather 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


than black like those of most small North American sandpipers. mR SEMIPALMATED 
© SONG Hj SANDPIPER 
ONG High kneer or knee-eer. SG ee 
: je Slightly larger; 
© BEHAVIOR Usually found in wet habitats where it obtains straighter bill; whiter 


face, throat, and chest; 


food by picking small animals from surface of mud and by ee 
. WACK Iegs. 


probing mud for insects, insect larvae, and small crustaceans. 
Gregarious, occurring 1n small to large flocks. Often mixes and 
forages with other species of shorebirds, especially in migration 


WESTERN SANDPIPER 
Larger; long bill is 
heavier at base and 


and on wintering grounds. Relatively tame. Migrates at night. slightly downcurved at 
When flushed often rises quickly in zigzag fashion. tip; rustier back, ear 

Bea \ : 5 patch, and crown; black 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Male announces lees © tnibreeaine 


territory by singing continuously, often for several minutes, in plumage has more 
display flight. heavily streaked breast. 
® NESTING Incubation 19-23 days by both sexes (female at 
night; male during day; male 


does more). Precocial young 

leave nest day of hatching and 
feed themselves. ‘ended by 
both sexes. First flight at 


14—16 days. 1 brood per year. 


Swift direct flight with rapid wing > rn rN 
5 5 @ > J / ] } 
beats. When flushed often rises I OPULATION Common. 


Ti ANANAN 


quickly in zigzag fashion. 


Nest Identification 


Lined with grass and dry leaves ® on small pile of grass or moss near water 
e male begins building; female finishes ¢ 3-4 olive, pinkish, or buff eggs 
Shape ~ee- Location yyy s_— with dark brown spots; ovate pyriform, 1.2 x 0.85 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Habitat a@ 


BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA e 267 


Family SQOLOPACIDAE Species Cy/idris fuscicollis | 8th 7_8 inches 


WHITE-RUMPED SANDPIPER 


‘The white rump, best seen in whitish face 
flight, can sometimes be 
glimpsed on a standing 


Wingspan 1416.5 inches 


gray to gray- _ | 
® brown head i 


and throat 


- 


es i 
bird when it spreads its ee ~ @ small streaks 
e . ) Ss 4 ) 2 
wings slightly. At rest tapered on head and 
neck gray to gray-brown 


the wing tips extend bill 5. 
well beyond the tail. 
In flight the rump is 
a distinctive field 
mark shared by 


upperparts 


wingtips extend 
beyond tail 


only one other yellow or 
small sandpiper, greenish 

PeiGudlew brown spot 

ube Te = often at base 
Sandpiper (a of lower 
casual to rare mandible 


Eurasian species). 
A long-distance 
champion flier, this 

Rae t small streaks 
DIFC Eire rales rise on breast, sides, 
the Canadian Arctic and flanks 
to southern South 

America, a distance of 

more than eight 


blackish legs 


: whitish 
_| thousand miles. It appears underparts 
larger in flight than it does on the Sumilar Birds 
_ | ground. Crown and back are rusty. — 
: : ‘ : BAIRD’S SANDPIPER 
' | © SONG High-pitched /ees described as More browa averall: 
insectlike, mouselike, or batlike. WINTER less-contrasting 
: : . ‘TP supercilium; buff 
‘ ¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Often wades PLUMAGE io 


edging on upperparts; 


when foraging and may immerse entire head in water. Also buff wash on face and 


probes with bill in mud for food. Feeds on marine worms, 
insects, weed seeds, snails, and crustaceans. Often forms single- 
species flocks or mixes with other shorebirds, 


across streaked breast; 
lacks white uppertail 
patch. 


WESTERN SANDPIPER 


» || @ Py ‘ Do TO. O « »qQwee wera La ‘ 

| BREEDING Polygamous. Male leaves breeding ground once Soidlen sharcarwines 
=| eggs are laid. do not extend past tail; 
>| © NESTING Incubation 21-22 days by female. Precocial young Gai centered appes: 


leave nest soon after hatching and feed themselves. ‘Tended by 
female. First flight at 
16-17 days. 1 brood per year. 
e POPULATION Fairly 
common. Casual in the West. 
© CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to habitat 
destruction in staging areas. 


a Flight Pattern 


A 


Made of lichens, moss, and leaves, especially dry willow ¢ on pile of grass or 
moss near water ® built by female ¢ 34 olive-buff to light green eggs marked 
with brown; pyriform to ovate, 0.9 x 1.4 inches. 


TIME LOCATION 
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Family ScOLOPACIDAE Species Qu/idris bairdii Length 7.5 inches 


BAIRD’S SANDPIPER 


In early autumn large flocks 


of these thrush-size 
gather on the Great 
Plains and fly to 
South America. 
Although they 
often join other 
small sandpipers 
during migration, 
these birds will 
separate from 
those flocks 

and feed by 
themselves. ‘This 
buff sandpiper has 
black legs and long 
wings that protrude 
well beyond the tp 
of the tail when 


standing. Its rump and 


uppertail are broad! 
dark-centered with 
narrow whitish side 


plumage shows more gray and less 


streaking, but the c 
bill, short legs, and 


¢ SONG Low raspy &veep or precet. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Fairly tame. Essentially an inland species in 
migration. On migration prefers to feed in higher and dryer 


areas than other sm 


shallow water, picking up bits of food. Does not probe with bill. 
Eats algae, amphipods, insects, and insect larvae. Sometimes 


flies in mixed flock 
e BREEDING Mo 


birds in genus. 


e NESTING Incubation 19-22 days by both sexes. Precocial 
young leave nest soon after hatching. ‘ended by both sexes. 


Flight Pattern 


Swift direct flight with rz 


Nest Identification 


Shape -se- 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ae New 


DATE 


Location mm xxx 


Wingspan 15_165 inches 


buff head with 


fine streaks 


d birds 


streaked back 
with scaly 
® appearance 


indistinct pale 
eye stripe 


straight dark 
bill slightly 
drooped at tip 


buff breast 
with fine 
streaks wingtips extend 
beyond tail 


blackish legs 
and feet 

white 
underparts 


y 
very 
s. Winter 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


ombination of short 

long wings distinguish it. WHITe-RUME Ea 

: SANDPIPER 

Brighter breeding and 
juvenile plumage with 
rusty wash on crown and 
back ® grayer 
nonbreeding plumage 

* streaking on 
underparts to flanks; 
lacks buff wash on head 
and breast; white tail base. 


all sandpipers. Runs across mud and through 


s with other shorebirds. 


nogamous. Less gregarious than most other LEAST SANDPIPER 
Smaller; shorter, thinner 


bill; dull yellow legs. 


First flight at 16-20 days. 

1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common inland; uncommon on 
both coasts in migration. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to habitat changes 
on staging areas. 


ipid wing beats. 


No nest material © under low plants or moss-covered rocks or on small pile 
of.grass ® + pink to olive-buff eggs marked with dark browns; pyriform, 


0.9 x 1.4 inches. 
Migration Migratory Weight 1 4 ounces 


LOCATION 


TIME 
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Family ScOLOPACIDAE Species (y/idris melanotos | “8th 8-9 inches Wingspan 1516 inches 


PECTORAL SANDPIPER 
‘This bird is named for the two saclike dark brown 

: (TOWN WIth 
structures under the neck and breast of Riach. Giese 
the male. During courtship the male and pale olive- 
inflates these sacs, thus enhancing the brown stripes 
appearance of the heavy streaking yin opine stripes 
on its breast. he streaking ends on back and 
abruptly in a sharp line, Scapulars @ 
separating it from the snow- 
white belly. During flight the 
sacs pump up and down in 
rhythm with the bird’s 
hooting calls. In flight 
this bird shows a 
blackish brown rump 
and tail. Males and 
females are similar 
but the male has 
darker brown a 
streaking on the 
throat and breast 
with white mottling. 
Winter plumage is 
pale brown overall. 
¢ SONG Low reedy chur’ or churrrt. Male 


white stripe over 
each eye 


slender black bill 
with greenish yellow 
base to lower 
mandible 


streaked 
brown breast 


scapular, tertial, and 
mantle feathers have 
blackish brown centers 
with chestnut to buff 
fringes 


whitish underparts 


Similar Birds 


; SHARP-TAILED 
. P™ SANDPIPER 
a Lacks sharply defined 
streaked breast; buff 


greenish 
yellow legs 


has hooting courtship call; murmuring foghornlike sZoor, khoor, wash across breast * in 
feud:éo: ae ee an ; asad breeding plumage has 
or loud coarse gv; gr; gr repeated several times per second. streaking on crissum, 
¢ BEHAVIOR Forages in vegetation. Feeds by pecking and sides, and flanks 
shallow probing. Eats insects and larvae, small crustaceans, ¢ juvenile has buff- 


orange breast and rusty 
crown. 

RUFF Q 

Larger; longer neck; 
gray-brown breast with 


spiders, seeds, and amphipods. In migration prefers meadows, 

marshes, pond edges, tidal flats, and mudflats. Usually in small 
flocks of 20-40 birds. Relatively tame. May fly short distance, 

then pitch back into grass. 


¢ BREEDING Promiscuous. Males mate several times. cis is techs 
Females visit territories of other males. Males leave territories lapewilitte Pc Sina 
prior to hatching of eggs. uppertail and stronger 
¢ NESTING Incubation 19-23 days by female. Precocial young vag 

leave nest soon after hatching and feed themselves, tended by 


female. First flight at 
ce Flight Pattern 


heavy spotting and 


18-21 days. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common to common on 
breeding grounds and in 
migration on East Coast and in 
Midwest; uncommon from 
Great Plains to West Coast. 


Swift direct flight with rapid wing beats. 
When flushed climbs with zigzag flight. 


Nest Identification 


Shape q Location ¢¢¢ mm— 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat = = Migration Migratory Weight 3.5 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Grass and leaves ® on dry ground near water ® built by female ® whitish to olive- 
buff eggs splotched with dark browns; pyriform to oval, 1.5 x 1.0 inches. 
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Family ScOLOPACIDAE Species Cy/idris acuminata \ *©°8tY 8.5 inches 


SHARP-TAILED SANDPIPER 
‘This native of Eurasian tundra regions is a casual to 
uncommon spring migrant and common autumn ee 
migrant in western Alaska, and is a rare autumn rufous 
migrant along the Pacific Coast to California. ‘These 
sandpipers usually travel in the company of other 
shorebirds. In flight it shows mostly white 
underwing coverts and axillaries, white lateral 
uppertail coverts with dark shaft streaks, and 


WingsP2N 17 inches 


cap 
white eyebrows 
broaden ‘ 
behind eyes 


white 
eye ring 


brownish plumage 


short, slightly decurved 
blackish brown bill with 
hint of pale gray or 


a wedge-shaped 
6 P yellowish brown at base 


tail. Juveniles have a 
white supercilium, 
reddish cap, and rufous 
lores and auriculars. All 
plumages show streaked 
undertail coverts. 

e SONG Soft clear pleep-pleep-irrt, 


sometimes in a twittering sequence 3 dull greenish 
gray legs and feet 


buff breast with 
light spots and 
streaks 


reminiscent of a Barn Swallow’s vocalizations. 

e BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs on breeding grounds. 

Male performs song flight with short, low-level upward flights 
followed by downward glides on upraised wings. Gregarious in 


migration and on wintering grounds, often mixing with other «spss spe = ee 
Similar Birds 
shorebirds. Eats many small insects and other invertebrates, uth 
including mollusks and crustaceans. On breeding grounds feeds PECTORAL SANDPIPER 
: 3 iG lark Oft pakete ail de cited ais Longer neck; longer 
primarily on mosquito larvae. Often feeds in grasslands and drier bills dank eapcenatn 
margins of wetlands similar to the Pectoral Sandpiper.  % contrast between 


® BREEDING Polygynous; male mates with one or more we _brownish-streaked 

females, each of which nests and incubates a set of eggs; solitary. ae ee 
g gs; 

¢ NESTING Incubation estimated at 19-23 days by female. undertail coverts. 

Precocial young leave nest soon after hatching and feed 

themselves. Tended by female. 

First flight estimated at 

18-21 days. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Casual to 

common migrant in Alaska. 

Casual to rare across the rest of 

North America. 


Flight Pattern 


Lined with willow leaves ® on moist ground sheltered by tall grasses or a 
bush ¢ 4 brownish olive or greenish eggs speckled with browns, often more 


Shape -se- Location ummm £%% concentrated at one end; pyriform to oval, 1.5 x 1 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat | seme <a Migration Migratory Weight 2.5 ounces - 


DATE __ TIME LOCATION | 


= 
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Family SCOLOPACIDAE Species (a/idris maritima Wingspan 1415.5 inches 


PURPLE SANDPIPER 


‘This bird is named for a faint purplish gloss on the 
back and scapular feathers, visible in bright light whitish buff 
in the hand but rarely in the field. It winters lak 

along rocky coasts, jetties, and 


reefs. Flocks of these stocky mottled purplish gray = 
birds can be seen following upperparts with white & 


the coast during migration. and chestnut fringe 


Nonbreeding plumage 
shows a dark slate-gray 
head, breast, flanks, 


long slightly 
drooped 
yellowish- 
based bill 


wings fall short 
of tail tip 


with heavy brown 
streaks on breast and 


flanks 


short yellow legs 


and feet 


and upperparts, and a white 

eye ring and underparts. It 1s 

the darkest small shorebird on the 
Atlantic Coast in winter. In flight it 
shows a white wing stripe and white 
sides on the uppertail. 

e SONG Brief “#7, twit, whit, or rweet. When flocks feed and roost 
together sounds like a low chattering. Various wheezing and 
trilling calls when breeding. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Tame. In winter found on seaweed-covered 
rocks and jetties where it pulls crustaceans out of crevices or 
seaweed, or picks up tiny mollusks at edges of waves. On 
breeding grounds performs mouselike running display to lure 
intruders away from nest. If flushed flies low over water. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 21-22 days mostly by male. Young 
leave nest hours after hatching and feed themselves, tended by 
male. First flight at 28 days. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common on breeding grounds 
and on the East Coast in winter; 
rare to casual inland and as far 
south as the Gulf Coast. Seem 
to be increasing, perhaps due to 
numerous jetties constructed 
along Atlantic Coast. 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


E Similar Birds 


ROCK SANDPIPER 
Western counterpart; 
y slightly more white on 
outer webs of inner 
primaries; more 


extensive white on 
inner secondaries @ in 
breeding plumage has 
black patch on belly ¢ 
paler in winter 
juvenile has buff-brown 
foreneck and upper 
breast; brighter coloring. 


Flight Pattern 


~ 
2 


\ 


si he 
my vd 


C7 


Swift direct flight on shallow clipped 
wing beats (somewhat like that of a 
Spotted Sandpiper). 


Lined with grass ® on dry or damp tundra @ male makes several scrapes; female 
chooses one ¢ 34 olive-buff eggs blotched with brown or black; pyriform, 
1.5 inches long. 


Shape -e¢ = Location mmm ggg 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Species (alidris alpina | ©8tR 7,5-8.5 inches | WingsPaN 14,515.75 inches 


eA 
D U N L I N variegated 


nape with brown streaks 


Impressive fliers, these small brown 
sandpipers are able to migrate at 
speeds of more 


My iy 
all 


patterned 
reddish brown 
back and wings 


than a hundred long stout black 
miles per hour bill decurved 
and travel in toward tip 
flocks that can be 
so large they look 
like a swarm of 
insects. Once ; 
known as the Red- oe phase 
¢ brown streaking 
backed Sandpiper, that increases 
the breeding bird is = “ward breast 
unmistakable with its 
long sturdy droop-tipped bill, rusty red = 4/ack belly patch 
upperparts, and black belly patch. ed) 
Females are similar to males but have aes 
brown napes. When feeding it often gives 
the appearance of being hunchbacked. WINTER 
¢ SONG Nasal slurred reedy call of cheezp, krecep, PLUMAGE 
or “reezp. Flocks make soft twittering noises at roost and on 
feeding grounds. Alarm call on breeding grounds 1s gvo/. 


tail with dark 
brown center, gray 
distal sides, and 
black legs white basal sides 
and feet 


e BEHAVIOR Eats insects and larvae, marine worms, small ROCK SANDPIPER 
crustaceans, snails, and small fish. Wades in shallows and uses @.  Yellow-green base of 


bill to probe and pick up food. Probes with rapid up-and-down 4 Bill Hees ana 
¢ in breeding plumage 


aang | i oO 10 Se Ver: ’ ag ar cpr i ot OO 1 ~ ava 1 

stitching motion sex eral times pel second. Gregarious, often in ‘ tag black. cheer maeek 

large flocks in migration and winter. On tundra breeding © western range. 

. aaa eo he Ace Hac, Sa ee 

grounds male makes territorial display of lifting one wing over Gini GuMnnee 

its back when another male enters the breeding ground. Fly Long decurved bill © in 

rapidly while performing synchronized maneuvers as a flock. Bee breeding plumage has 

. ' bright rusty red 

) 2B X ; eg \ 
BREEDING Monogamous. underparts ec 

@ NESTING Incubation 20-23 days by both sexes. Precocial head; white belly, 

young leave nest day of hatching. ‘Tended by both sexes, but undentallicoy esa 

eS Bs : . : ay oot rump patch ® in winter 

primarily by male, for several days. First flight at 19-23 days. slunave haere 

1 brood per year. rump without black 


center line. 


¢ POPULATION Common on breeding grounds, both coasts, 
and inland to the Great Plains in migration. Rare on the Great 
Plains. Common on coastal 


wintering grounds. Has been 
declining since the 1970s for 

undetermined reasons. 

¢ CONSERVATION 


Vulnerable to habitat loss in 
staging and wintering areas. 


Leaves and grasses ® hummock or raised dry area on wet, grass, or sedge 
tundra @ both sexes make scrapes, but female chooses one and completes 
nest ® 4 olive, bluish green, or buff eggs blotched with browns or gray; 
pyriform, 1.4 inches long. 


Shape cq Location yyy 


Plumage Sexes similar 


Habitat Weight 


1.9 ounces 


} 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


SS  —— ee 
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Species Cy/idris ferruginea | ‘°°80 7 5_8.5 inc 


Family ScOLOPACIDAE 


CURLEW SANDPIPER 

‘This Eurasian species is a rare to casual, but regular, 
visitor to North America, and in 1962 it was found 
nesting in Alaska for the first time. A long- 
distance flier, this bird migrates from the 
arctic regions to Africa and Australia. 
Adults in breeding plumage are 
conspicuous with rich 
reddish chestnut head, 
neck, and underparts, 
and chestnut 
upperparts mottled 
black and white. 

The long bill ts 
decurved, and the 
white rump, Bick daa 
undertail coverts, and feet 
and underwings are | 
conspicuous in flight. 
The Curlew 

Sandpiper often 
associates with the 
Dunlin, which it 
resembles, in migration. 
In winter, this sandpiper displays a white chest 

lightly streaked with brown, a white belly, and gray upperparts. 


russet pattern 
On Upperwimngs 


white undertail 
coverts and rump 


¢ SONG Call is a pleasant liquid cAiv7up or chirrip in flight, or a 
wick-wick-wick in alarm. The male sings while flying on its 
breeding grounds. 

¢ BEHAVIOR On tundra breeding grounds, feeds on insects, 
especially beetles. Outside breeding areas, also eats leeches, 
worms, crustaceans, and small mollusks. Probes rapidly with bill 
in mud, usually working away from others into the shallows and 
often wading belly deep — a behavior that ts useful in picking 
them out of mixed feeding flocks. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous; solitary nester. Male chases 
female in courtship by running and flying around her in zigzag 
pattern, showing off his white rump. Male leaves after courtship 
before eggs hatch. 

® NESTING Incubation 

21 days by female. Precocial 
young tended by female. 

1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Rare to 


Flight Pattern 


Swift direct flight on rapidly beating 
wings. Male’s courtship display includes 


zigzag flight pattern. North America. 


dark russet or 
chestnut head 


casual, but regularly appears in 


Wingspan 14 .5_16.5 inches 


black bill slightly 
decurved along 
entire length 


dark russet or 


chestnut belly 
and chest 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


Similar Birds 


DUNLIN 

Winter plumage 

e shorter legs; more 
streaking on breast; bill 
curved only at tip; dark 
brown center to rump. 


RED KNOT 

Breeding plumage 

¢ larger and chunkier; 
shorter legs; shorter, 
straight bill; finely 


barred white rump. 


Reindeer moss, lined with moss, tender leaves, lichen, and willow leaves 


¢ dry hummock or on ledge of moist tundra ® built by both parents 


Shape -se- Location sam 


PIUMABE Sexes similar | Habitat ___ en see ie 


DATE TIME 


Migration Migratory 


LOCATION 


¢ 4 cream, yellow, or olive-tinted eggs, with brown or blackish spots; pyriform, 
1.4 inches long. 
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Family SCOLOPACIDAE Species Cy/idris himantopus| ©" 7.58.5 inches | WiNESPA8N 15,517 inches 


STILT SANDPIPER a 


This long-legged sandpiper can be seen during migration feeding 

in dense flocks in shallow waters along the Atlantic coast. It is 

unwary and approachable, attributes that were exploited by 

early 19th-century market hunters to the point that it became rilloiis Beta 
rare and irregular in New England, where it was once on cheeks 
common. ‘Today this slender, long-necked, long-legged ] 
shorebird seems to be increasing in numbers and is once 
again common. In flight it shows a white rump. In 
winter, the Stilt Sandpiper displays gray upperparts 

and white underparts. 

@ SONG Low hoarse whistled whi 
or rattling trill gver7p. Also brays, 
whines, and utters guttural 
trills on breeding ground. 
© BEHAVIOR Eats 
mostly insects and 
their larvae, but also 


| long, slender, 
slightly decurved 
black bill 


© horizontal 


akes small crustaceans barlike marking 
takes small crustaceans dark-patterned hela leat 
and mollusks and some wings with narrow eee 


plant materials, including = @4vle bar in flight a 
seeds. May wade belly-deep : 
in water and feed by thrusting 
head underwater while probing 
mud with beak in a stitching 
motion. Usually tame around 
humans; however, this bird has 
been known to attack when an 
intruder approaches the nest. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Male 

chases female in flight until he flies ahead, then male dives 
downward singing and raising wings over back. 


—e /ong greenish 
yellow legs 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


Similar Birds — . 


CURLEW SANDPIPER 
Winter plumage ¢ black 
legs; beak more curved. 


LESSER YELLOWLEGS 
Winter plumage 
¢ larger; darker gray 
see «=| UPPerparts with 
extensive white 


® NESTING Incubation 19-21 days by both parents; male by 

day, female at night. Precocial young leave nest shortly after 

hatching, tended by parents for about 14 days. First flight at 

17-18 days. 1 brood per year. 

@¢ POPULATION Common on breeding grounds and in the 

interior east of the Rockies during migration. Rare on West Coast, 
primarily in fall. Uncommon on 


Flight Pattern East Coast in spring; common 
in fall. Rare in winter in coastal 


southern US. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Populations seem to be slowly 


Strong powerful direct flight on long, on the increase. 
rapidly beating wings. 


speckling; dusky lores; 
white supralorals; white 
eye ring; bright yellow 
legs and feet; long 
straight black bill. 


Nest Identification On small piles of sedge or low well-drained rocky ledges ® pair may return to 
former nest site from year to year ® male scrapes, but female decides which 
nest to use ® 4 pale green to olive-green or cream eggs with brown spots; 


Shape -ee- Location yyy a-— 


pyriform, 1.4 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Fabitat soe ie Migration Migratory Weight 2 1 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family SCOLOPACIDAE | SP&C€S Tryngites subruficollis | “8 7,.5-8,25 inches | WiN8SP8" 1617 inches 


BUFF-BREASTED SANDPIPER | 


Birders can spot this shorebird 
during migration when it stops 
to forage in the wet fields, 
turf farms, and rice 
fields of inland North 
America; it also favors 
golf courses and airports. 
‘This species generally ts 
approachable, but when long buff 
frightened it usually runs — veck 
from danger rather than 

flying. It has a short 

pigeonlike bill, and an upright 
stance like a plover. In flight 

the silvery white axillars and haba 
underwing linings contrast with streaked 
with the buff underparts and = @”d spotted 
darker back. Juveniles have brown sides 
more scaly upperparts. 


buff face and head ” 
with streaked and “| __ 
spotted brown crown 
~——~e prominent dark eye 


with light eye ring 


short straight 
dark brown bill 
yellow base of 


~—~e streaked and spotted brown hindneck 
lower mandible x 


buff-edged brown 
upperparts appear scaly 


buff-edged 


brown tail 


white belly and 


undertail coverts 


yellowish orange 


¢ SONG During migration a soft 7 pais 
& o 


hoarse call of pr-7-7-reer. During 
display makes quick clucking “dig cay 
sounds. Otherwise mostly silent. sa 

e BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Eats insects, 
fly larvae and pupae, some spiders, and seeds. Prefers 

short dry grasslands in migration. ‘Travels in small flocks, often 
mixing with other species. Rarely forages beside water. 

¢ BREEDING Promiscuous. Males display together at a 


UPLAND SANDPIPER 
Larger; streaked brown 
plumage with no 
conspicuous marks on 


upperparts; streaking on 
breast, sides, and flanks; 
long, thin neck; small 


communal area called a lek. During the display the male flash dovelike head; short 
the silvery white undersides of its wings. Successful males may yellow bill with black up. 


mate with several females. Males leave shortly after breeding. RUFF 


e NESTING Female incubates 19-21 days; precocial young juvenile leieer, sitaller 
at , PA aaa Pore PS Re cere, A are Ot Aaans 
leave nest soon after hatching. First flight at about 21 days. ine seeks deep-bellned, 
1 brood per year. hump-backed body; U- 
¢ POPULATION Uncommon to fairly common on breeding it cs i. atid 

nt ed . é ; a : rare tO Casual. 
grounds and in interior during migration. Rare to casual or 


uncommon in autumn migration on both coasts. 


¢ CONSERVATION Once 
abundant, but tameness and 
flock density have made it 
vulnerable to slaughter by 
market hunters. Protective laws 
aa ; have 2 atl ove 
Swift direct flight with rapid wing beats. : Bees Popul 5 gio ima 
When flushed twists and turns like a snipe from near extinction. 

as it climbs away. 


head; shorter, droopy bill; 


| Lined with grasses or moss ® on ground in pile of vegetation or in tree stump 
¢ built by female ¢ 4 white, buff, or olive eggs with brown blotches; pyriform, 
Shape se Location g¢¢ 1.3 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat Migration Migratory Weight 2.5 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family SCOLOPACIDAE Species Phifgmachus pugnax | ©" 912.5 inches | W"8SPan 16_25 inches 


RUFF 


N aed . . . 
‘The male Ruff in breeding plumage is unique, 
dressed tn his frilly tufts and plumes that can 


variously colored 


range from black to rufous to white to ruff, ear tufts, small head 

speckled or barred. ‘The much smaller and neck plumes @ red, greenish, yellowish, 

female lacks the tufts and plumes, ; or orange facial warts 
plump body and wattles 

and the breast 1s heavily blotched with humpback 

with dark browns and blacks. In and potbelly 


flight, females show a U-shaped 

white band on a dark brown rump; MALE 
males show a white oval patch on 
each side of the dark tail and 
white underwings. 

¢ SONG Usually silent, except 
during migration when birds in 
flocks give cries of who-cece. 
Otherwise has a range of low 
erunting notes, soock or kuh-uck. 


short slightly 
decurved bill 


——e chestnut to black 
scapulars, mantle, 
and tertials 


white underparts 
with multicolored 


e bE OR Prefers & ring 
BEHAVIOR Prefer: wilew, aranieo | barring 
marshlands or wet meadows or red legs 


where it probes in mud for food 
or wades in water. Eats a variety 
of terrestrial and aquatic insects, 
crustaceans, and worms; some 
plant materials. 

e¢ BREEDING Polygamous. 
Colonial. Male performs 
display at lek, in which it 
raises ear tufts and ruffs, 

then bows and begins 


grayish brown 
upperparts mottled black 


with buffy white edging WINTER 


PLUMAGE 


PECTORAL SANDPIPER 


kicking and pecking black-mottled Smaller; shorter necked; 
other males. Females wi Naaoalaibida shorter yellow legs; 

eit che hel and are plumage on 7 _ : wide dark center to 
visit the lek and are breast and fianks FEMALE rump with white sides. 


chosen by one or several 
males. Male leaves female 
shortly after courtship. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 
20-23 days by female. Precocial young leave nest day of 

hatching and feed themselves 


Flight Pattern but tended by female. First 
flight at 25-28 days. 1 brood per 
year by female; several by male. 
¢ POPULATION Old World 
species. Casual to rare on both 
Has low but swift direct flight with rapid West and East Coasts, around 
wing beats. 


UPLAND SANDPIPER 
Long thin neck; small 
head; dark barred tail 


and rump. 


Great Lakes, and inland. 


Nest Identification oe .,- 
Lined with grasses and leaves © on ground or in marsh on small pile of grass or 


reeds, hidden in dense vegetation ¢ built by female ¢ 4 gray-green or buff eggs, 
Shape -ee- <=> LOCATION mmm yxy \ | with brown spots; pyriform, 1.7 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat ou os Migration Migratory Weight 6.) ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family SCOLOPACIDAE Species 7 jmnodromus griseus | *©°8th 10,5-12 inches | WiN8sPan 18_22 inches 


SHORT-BILLED DOWITCHER 
‘This snipelike sandpiper is commonly seen in open 
marshes and mudflats during migration. Dowitchers 


are known by the long bill, a white wedge from white superciliary 
the barred tail to the back that is only visible stripe 
in flight, and a light belly. Although its 


dark brownish 


call differs from that of the Long- upperparts with rufous- 
billed Dowitcher, they are difficult buff-edged feathers 


to distinguish in the field 
because of the variety of 


chunky body 


whitish 
( A 1 1] 
long blackish 
brown bill 


white to cinnamon-red 
breast with heavy brownish 
spotting or barring 


short greenish legs f) is 
SS 
breeding plumages a 
in its three races and WINTER 
the overlap in bill length PLUMAGE 


between the two species. Juveniles are the easiest to separate 
Similar Birds 


by plumage from August to October. Winter plumage is gray 
LONG-BILLED 


overall. ‘he female is similar to the male but larger. 
DOWITCHER 
Slightly larger; longer 


legs; darker overall; 
darker tail with white 


barred tail 


¢ SONG Generally silent. Utters clear mellow or abrasive ch/- 
too-too or kee-you. Also sings Wddle-whee, especially in spring. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious; feeds and roosts in large flocks and 
associates with other species. Eats mostly insects, also eggs of 
king or horseshoe crabs. Probes with fast up-and-down motion 
of bill. Often submerges head in water. May freeze in standing 
position when approached. Often flies at considerable heights. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Male displays with a 
hovering flight song over breeding territory. 


e¢ NESTING Incubation 
Flight Pattern 


bars narrower than dark 
bars; different voice 

* females may have 
longer bill than males 
¢ in breeding plumage 
lacks white underparts. 


21 days by female, sometimes 
by both sexes. Precocial young 
leave nest soon after hatching. 
‘Tended by male but feed 
themselves. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Common. 


Strong swift direct flight with rapid 
wing beats. 


Nest Identification .: ‘ ; ed 
= : Sticks, leaves, and grasses * on ground in small pile of grass or moss ® built by 


both sexes ¢ 4 buff-green or brownish eggs speckled and blotched with brown; 
pyriform, 1.6 x 1.1 inches. 


woz iz (Ne s| Migration Migratory Weight 3 8 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape -~ee- Location yyy 


278 © BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


Family SCOLOPACIDAE __ | SP&!€S Limnodromus scolopaceus | +8 11-12.5 inches | Wingspan 18_20 inches 


LONG-BILLED DOWITCHER 


Despite its name, only the female has a slightly 
longer bill than its cousin, the Short-billed 

Dowitcher. ‘The Long-billed prefers 

freshwater habitats and migrates dense dark barring 
south later in the season than on throat and 
the Short-billed. Winter upper breast 
plumage shows gray overall. . 
In breeding plumage 

birds show no white on 

the underparts, and 
the tail is darker 
than that of the 
Short-billed, 


bright white 


= scapular tips 


pale 
chestnut to 


buff chin 


pale chestnut to 
buff supercilium 


/ong, 
straight bill reddish 
dark barring underparts 
on lower breast 
with smaller light bars and belly 
than dark ones. Juveniles 
have darker upperparts and apes i WINTER 
: : CLS ¢ Cel Bf 9) 

duller underparts than the juvenile . PLUMAGE 


Short-billed. ‘The scapulars have narrow 


dark rust edges, while the tertials have narrow, very even pale 
SHORT-BILLED 


edges. On the Short-billed these feathers are broadly edged 
with reddish buff, and many have internal markings. 
e SONG Fast high-pitched thin nasal seek or heek-keek-keek 


DOWITCHER 
Slightly smaller; shorter 
legs; paler upperparts; 


usually uttered as a single or triple note. Also sings peter-wee-foo. Some WIG tm 


¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. When feeding rapidly probes up 
and down with long bill. Often puts entire head in water to 
probe for insects. Eats mostly insects and insect larvae but also 
takes crustaceans, mollusks, and plant seeds. Favors freshwater HX COMMON SNIPE 
mudflats in migration and winter. Often flies high in migration. . te bene ae 
@ BREEDING Monogamous. Small colonies. Male sings while back; barred flanks; 
performing hovering display flight. rusty red tail. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 20 days by both sexes in first week, 
then just by male. Precocial 


Flight Pattern young leave nest day of 
hatching, then tended by male 


but feed themselves. 1 brood 
per year. 

¢ POPULATION A bird that is 
common to uncommon. 


underparts; paler tail 
with white bars as wide 
or wider than dark bars; 
different call. 


Swift direct flight with rapid wing beats. 


Nest Identification 7s ee ial 
Lined with leaves and grass ® atop small pile of grasses or moss ® built by 


female ¢ 4 brown to olive eggs with brown and gray blotches; pyriform, 


Shape -ee- Location yyy ay | 1.6 x 1.1 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat 0 ws see Nea | Migration Migratory Weight 3.5 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family SCOLOPACIDAE Species 7 yynocrypres minimus | “e8h 7.25 inches Wingspan 14 inches 


JACK SNIPE ee 


This native of Eurasia is the smallest snipe in the 


world. Usually silent, the Jack Snipe can be noisy brown crown . | 
when breeding, producing a rhythmical song bordered by buffy 
that sounds like the thudding of a Spi SUP TIUMT 

ae = gang 4 golden buff 


galloping horse, a surprisingly big stripes on back 
sound for such a tiny shorebird. and scapulars 
Unless flushed, this shy 
solitary bird rarely flies 


long straight 
gray-yellow bill, 
blackish tipped 


dark mantle , 
on outer third 


and scapulars 


during the day. It might with purple and 
sit tightly in the green gloss ® 


marsh until it is 
almost stepped on, 
and only then will it 
flutter slowly away, 
staying close to the 
vegetation and 
quickly dropping back 
into cover. Juveniles 
resemble adults but 
have smaller and less 
distinct brown streaking 
on the undertail. 


\ 

\ brown streaking 
on throat and 
breast 


‘e brown streaking 
short wedge-shaped on sides and flanks 


dark brown tail 


white underparts 
¢ SONG Usually silent except during pale greenish legs 
breeding, when it has a noisy muffled slurred 
ogogoglK-ogog/K, which some say sounds like a horse’s hoofs. Male 
also has a soft whistle. 

e BEHAVIOR Solitary. Male gives display flight song on 
territory in summer. Picks up food with probing jabs of long bill 


into wet soil. Feeds with a repetitive up-and-down rocking COMMON SNIPE 
motion, as if on springs. Feeds along shore, in densely vegetated aa. Larger in size; longer 


shallow waters, and in wet boreal bogs. Eats mollusks, insects sii tas eames 


and their larvae, earthworms, and some seeds. Usually remains 


wedge-shaped tail; 


striped crown; streaked 


still when approached rather than flushing. Well camouflaged and barred throat, 

and difficult to see when motionless. breast, sides, and flanks; 
os 3 _ . : flushes with rapid 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. Male performs an aerial Foray Uehe and ces 

territorial display. sca-ape notes. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 24 or more days by female. Young 
precocial; tended by female; age 

at first flight unknown. 2 broods 
per year. 

¢ POPULATION Has occurred 

as an accidental spring migrant 

in the Pribilofs and in the late 

fall in California and Labrador. 


Weak fluttering direct flight with rapid 
shallow wing beats, usually of short 
duration and low over marsh. 


Nest Identification 
Some grasses and stems ® on grassy tussock, hidden by dense vegetation ® built 


by female ¢ 4 pearl-gray or olive-brownish eggs, mottled with cinnamon-brown; 


Shape -s.- LOCATION mms pyriform, 1.5 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat yx Migration Migratory Weight 1.9 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family SCOLOPACIDAE 


COMMON SNIPE eyes set far back 
Identified by its extremely long, straight bill 
and longitudinal stripes on its head, this bird 
typically can be found in freshwater marshes 
and swamps and in the vicinity of lakes and 


rivers. It generally fre 


e SONG On breeding grounds gives whear- 


wheat-wheat-wheat. No 


territorial advertisement, whoo-whoo- 


whoo-whoo, produced 
rushing air vibrating t 
outermost tail feather 


are modified to produce 


this sound. 


¢ BEHAVIOR 


Sits tight in wet bogg 


areas and blends into 
background, flushing 
only when approache 


closely. When flushed, 


flies in zigzag pattern 


emitting sudden, rasping 


Species Ga/linago gallinago | ©" 10-11 inches | “!8SP4" 1 7_20 inches 


on head 


longitudinal 
® stripes on head 


quents open landscapes. 
nvocal, winnowing, 
long flexible bill 


in flight by 
wo 
s that 


Peas buff-edged 


SIV Ipes on back 


barring on 


flanks 
M greenish 
legs and feet 
AMERICAN 
d 


WOODCOCK 
Chunkier; bars on 
crown, not longitudinal 
stripes; no barring on 
flanks; cinnamon-buff 


skaipe vocalization. Feeds principally on insects, insect larvae, mndeypanes; inoluding 
. . . . . . 4 3 5 

and earthworms taken from mud by probing with its long bill. wing linings. 

¢ BREEDING Solitary nester. LONG-BILLED 


¢ NESTING Incubation 18-20 days by female. Precocial young 


DOWITCHER 
SHORT-BILLED 


leave nest within hours of hatching. First flight at 14-20 days. DOWEnCHER 


1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Significant decline in US from 1980 to 1995. 


Breeds in northern U 


south as northern South America and central Africa. 


Flight Pattern have been managed primarily to 
o d 


ANANAN 


Zigzag flight on takeoff fol 


flight with rapid wing beats. 


Lack head striping; 
barring or spotting on 


longer neck. 


S, Canada, and Eurasia. Winters as far 
® CONSERVATION Lands 


increase populations for 
hunting. It is highly 
questionable whether the 
Common Snipe should retain its 
lowed by direct | status as a game bird species. 


Nest Identification 


Shape ee Location sms ¢¢¥ AAA 


Scrape ¢ 2-4 olive-brown or pale olive-brown eggs covered with mostly brown 
and black dark spots and blotches, slightly glossy finish; 1.3 x 1.1 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar 


DATE _ 


Habitat cums ee Migration Migratory Weight 4.5 ounces 


TIME LOCATION 
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Family SCOLOPACIDAE Species §y/ypax rusticola |\*°?81 13.5 inches | W!8SP8N 22 inches 


EURASIAN WOODCOCK 

‘The plumage of this rare visitor to North America 
serves as camouflage in the European and Asian 
forests where it lives. Its long flexible bill 

with a sensitive tip helps it probe for food = wpperparts mottled 
in the cold ground. Females have been with chestnut, brown, 
reported to move chicks away from Say, ants Psp NS 
intruders by carrying them in 
flignt. The pale chestnut- 
brown rump shows in flight. 
e SONG Generally 


and nape 


silent, except on yellow-buff and 
CCC Cc . CHESTNUT-OTOORN 
breeding territory hestnut-b 
During breeding, — 2a/7¢d coverts 
and tertials 


male gives 
accelerating series 
of low, barely 
audible grunts, 
kwoor-kwoor-kwo- 
ro or 0ok-0o0k-tsseee, 
followed by sharp 


blackish tail 
with silvery white 


loud Ple-l2z, As he terminal band 
performs courtship frond bobmned 
flights at dawn and dusk wings 


low over the treetops. When 

flushed has grating repetitive call of shraaap. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary. Nocturnal. Probes for worms by 
inserting bill deep in soil. Eats mostly earthworms but also 
slugs and insects; some plant materials. When feeding, walks 
deliberately with constant rocking motion of body. 

¢ BREEDING Polygamous; loose colonies. Male performs 
courtship display at dusk and in early morning. Males circle 
above treetops for 20 minutes at a time, calling to attract 
females into territory for mating. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 22 days by female. Precocial young 
leave nest within 1—2 days of hatching to feed themselves, 
tended by female. First flight at 15-20 days. 1 broed per year. 

¢ POPULATION Rare to accidental. Recorded in northeast 
Canada, northeast United 
States, Virginia, and Alabama, 
mostly in 19th century. No 
recent records. 

¢ CONSERVATION Still 
hunted throughout most of 


Swift direct flight with rapid wing beats. native range in Eurasia. 
When flushed, zigzags away. 


Flight Pattern 


Wl ANANAY 


thick blackish bars 


on back of crown 


pale buff forehead 
and forecrown, with 
@ brown streaks 

/ 


dark narrow eye 
stripe from bill to 
behind eye 


long 
straight 


2 Dill 


© buff-brown sides 
of cheeks with a 
dark bar 


Ne pale chestnut-buff underparts, 
dark brown barred 


=< 
~e short gray-brown 
legs and feet 


Similar Birds 


AMERICAN 
WOODCOCK 


Smaller in size; more 


distinctive stripes down 


back; more narrow outer 


primaries; shorter and 


more rounded wings; 


lacks barring on 


underparts and 


underwings. 


eC (EO 


SRQTD 


eo. 


Nest Identification 
Lined with leaves and grasses ® a grassy tussock, sheltered by bush, tree trunk, 


or stump ® built by female @ 4+ ocherous eggs, spotted with brownish red; oval, 


Shape -e.- Location mm 44% 46K 1.7 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ope 9¢ _ Migration Migratory Weight 1().8 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family SCOLOPACIDAE Species Sro/ppax minor Length 10.5-11 inches | Wingspan 18 inches 


AMERICAN WOODCOCK re 


‘The long bill of this upland shorebird is sensitive and flexible, allowing it 
to feel for worms in deep soil. Woodcocks are rarely seen during the day 
unless flushed and escaping straightaway in flight on twittering rounded 
wings. Chunky, short-necked, and short-legged, its plumage matches the 
dead leaves of the forest floor and old fields where it roosts by day. 


¢ SONG Generally silent. In spring, male on display ground 
has nasal call of peeant, similar to that of the Common 
Nighthawk. During display flights male produces a 
musical twittering with wings and a liquid, 
bubbling song from high overhead. 

e BEHAVIOR Crepuscular 

and nocturnal. 


@: 


‘ON 
- ‘... *. 
Ss» short black tail 
Ne with silvery white 
terminal band 


gray-striped 
upperparts 


black and brown e 
barring on crown overall black 
and brown 

barring and 


big eyes set ‘ 
: markings 


hich on head 


long, thin 
creamy pinkish 
brown bill 


COMMON SNIPE 
More slender overall; 
longer bill; striped head 
pattern; pointed wings; 
barred sides, flanks, and 
undertail coverts; 
streaked neck and 
upper breast; buffy 
white stripes on back; 
reddish tail with white 
termina! band; longer 
greenish legs and feet. 


rusty underparts rs 


and underwing 
/inings 


Solitary. Eats mostly 
earthworms, but also takes 
slugs, insects, and some seeds and 

berries. Before probing into soil with bill, often stamps foot on 
ground, causing earthworms to move. During feeding, walks 
slowly with a back and forth rocking motion. 


EURASIAN WOODCOCK 
Accidental — no recent 
records ® much larger; 
brown- and pale buff- 
barred underparts; more 
pointed, longer wings. 


¢ BREEDING Polygamous; loose colonies. Male has complex 
courtship flight: he flies from ground, circling as high as 300 
feet, hovers, chirps, and glides earthward in a series of zigzags. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 20-21 days by female. Precocial young 
leave nest 1—2 days after hatching to feed themselves, tended 
by female. First flight at 14 days; independent at 42—56 days. 

1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common. Casual to eastern 

Colorado and eastern New 

Mexico; accidental to 


—-— southeastern California. 
Most often has swift flight; when flushed, 


~ Ee - ; » 
flies low for short distance before . CONSERVATION Hunted 
dropping back into cover. and managed as a game bird. 


Nest Identification ; . 
Lined with twigs and dried leaves @ on ground, hidden in tall grasses, weeds, or 


near stump of tree ® built by female ¢ 4 buff or cinnamon eggs, with gray, 


Shape ee Location yyy an ir purple, and brown spots; oval, 1.5 x 1.1 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar. | "abitat oe @ Migration Migratory Weight 6 2 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family SCOLOPACIDAE E 7 | ees 


WILSON’S PHALAROPE 


Phalaropes have devised a terrific way to get plankton and other food to 
the water’s surface for harvest. They spin like tops — as fast as 60 times | 
per minute — creating small whirlpools that pull food to the surface —Srownish black big 
where they can pick it up with their long slender bills. In flight, upperparts are duller 
wings lack striping, and uppertail coverts are white. than females 
‘This is the only 
phalarope confined 
to inland habitats 
and restricted to 
the Western 


long needle- 


shaped bill 
MALE 


white underparts 


Hemisphere. 
e SONG Generally silent. > 
B ij lof : \ white chin 
< ee 
reeding call of zya sounds Bad oaks 


like a toy whistle. Occasional Fie hee j 
dle Lies tn 
flight call a low croaking aangh. ee TOTES PY 

; feet with narrow 
¢ BEHAVIOR ‘Tame. Solitary, lateral membranes 
pairs, small flocks. Eats insects, 
larvae, crustaceans, marsh 


plant seeds. Probes mud in pale gray crown e@_hite mark 
shallow water, sometimes broad black stripe above eye WINTER 


with head submerged. extends down neck, PLUMAGE 
Spins and dabbles. Seen Jading to reddish 
following shoveler ehesin 
ducks to pick stirred- 
up prey from surface. 
Sometimes snags 
insects from air. 
Often walks in gray wing 
vegetation, picking prey (2¢7”S and 
from ground and plants. *’”*" 
¢ BREEDING May be polyandrous. 
Loose colonies. Female courts male by 
swimming beside him and chasing off other females; eventually fainter cmmaas: 
male makes sexual advances. Male develops incubation patches. | “jagger strongly streaked 
¢ NESTING Incubation 18-21 days by male. Precocial young upperparts; dark gray 

: ae : : rump; white wing stripe. 
leave nest day of hatching. ‘ended by male but feed 
themselves. First flight at 16-18 days. 1 or more broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Abundant to 
common in the West, although 
declining slightly. Uncommon 
to rare or casual in the East. 


¢ CONSERVATION Drainage 
of marshes has caused loss of 
nesting areas; protection of such 
areas is needed. 


LESSER YELLOWLEGS 
Larger; darker 


é ahd upperparts; streaked 
orange wash 


forms partial 
necklace on 
pale gray neck 
Bigeh lone hei RED-NECKED 

Scenes ] JB PHALAROPE 
and feet 


Smaller; shorter bill; 


breast and belly; lightly 
barred tail; canary- 
yellow legs. 


black ear patch even 


Lined with grass @ female may start, but built mostly by male ® 4 buff eggs with 
brown blotches; pyriform, 1.3 inches long. 


Shape -ee Location sm x¢¥ AAA 


Habitat ws oo Migration Migratory Weight 2 4 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


p unege Sexes differ 
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Family SCOLOPACIDAE Species Phalaropus lobatus | ©°8h 7,75-8 inches | WiESP9 14_15 inches 


RED-NECKED PHALAROPE 


Formerly called the Northern Phalarope, this bird is the smallest 


streaked gray 


of the phalaropes, as well as the most abundant and widely oneheall ond 
distributed. Like all birds in its genus, the male is the only CrOwN 


gender with. brood patches with which to incubate the clutch. 
Male and female have similar plumage, but male looks more 
washed-out. White wing bars show in 
flight. In winter plumage both sexes have dark gray back 
ight. In winter plumage both sexes have with buff striping 
heavily streaked gray upperparts, whitish and feather edging 
underparts, a black line through the eyes, 
and dark legs and feet. 
e SONG Flight call is soft c/ipp or rwit, 
nirric or fwrk. Utters various 
insectlike alarm calls on 
breeding grounds. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Very tame. 
Gregarious in migration and : 
winter; also pelagic in winter. . —_______* short blue-gray 
small white legs and feet 
spot in front 
of eye 


straight, needlelike 
black bill 


white throat 


MALE 


—e white 
underparts 


‘Turns in circles while 

feeding in shallow 

water and picks up black face 
zooplankton stirred vleiehiis si 
up to surface. ‘Turns 

over rocks, picks larvae 

off water. Eats brine 
shrimp, aquatic vegetation, 
insect larvae, mollusks, and 
plankton. Female initiates 
courtship, selects scrape, and 
deserts male as soon as 
incubation begins; sometimes mates with a second male. 


rufous-red a JUVENILE 
on neck : 


FEMALE WINTER 
PLUMAGE 
gray sides . 


: gray streaking on 
of breast 


sides and flanks 


RED PHALAROPE 

Sot : : Larger; longer wings ® 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous, or female serially polyandrous (at chicker-vellomieh Bulan 
least 10 percent). Solitary or in pairs. breeding season ® in 
winter has thicker 
blackish bill; more 
uniform pale gray 


¢ NESTING Incubation 17-21 days by male. Precocial young 
leave nest soon after hatching and are able to swim immediately. 
‘Tended by male but feed themselves. First flight at 20-21 days. 
1 brood by male and 1-2 broods by female per year. 
¢ POPULATION Abundant. Common off West Coast and inland in 
the West during migration; rare 
Flight Pattern inland in the Midwest and the 
East; uncommon off Atlantic 
Coast; fairly common offshore 
in Maritimes and New England. 
¢ CONSERVATION 


Swift swallowlike flight with rapid wing Vulnerable to marine pollution 
beats and quick movements and turns. sf Cals 
and oil spills. 


Nest Identification 


Shape -ee Location - xxx 


upperparts without 
whitish streaking. 


Lined with grasses, dried leaves, and stalks ® in tussock of grasses or sunken in 
mosses, often sheltered by vegetation * built by male, often in company of 
female ¢ 3-4 buff-olive eggs spotted with brown; ova! to pyriform, 

1.2 x 0.8 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat yo vers i, OR Migration \fieratory Weight 12 ounces 


DATE TIME ? LOCATION 
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Species Phalaropus fulicaria | ‘°° 8_9 inches Wine>han 1416 inches 


RED PHALAROPE = 


Of all phalaropes, the Red is most pelagic, nests farthest north, and black 
migrates farthest south. It breeds well north of the Arctic Circle and WING MIPS F 
winters at sea off both Atlantic and Pacific Coasts. Its bill is shorter tet | 
and thicker than that of other phalaropes. In flight it shows a 
white wing stripe, a uniformly gray back (in 
winter), and brownish legs and feet. 

e SONG Bell-like c/ink-clink. Also a 

shrieking shrill w7-w7t and nk or fs7k. 

e BEHAVIOR ‘Tame. Solitary 

or in small flocks; at sea bik wana 
occasionally in very large and forehead ¢ 
flocks. Pelagic in winter. 
Swims readily. Wades into 
water to feed; finds food on 
surface and in shallow water. 
Swims and spins often, 
picking up planktonic food 
particles with its bill from 


Family ScOLOPACIDAE 


white face 


dark gray 
upperparts 
have feathers 
Sringed with 
rufous-buff 


black at 
base of bill 


the surface. Eats small Ah. 
insects, fish, and yellowish bill i, 
aquatic invertebrates. — wth black tip J 


¢ BREEDING Female 
polyandrous; male promiscuous. 
Semicolonial. Female selects 
territory, leaves area shortly 
after laying eggs; and 
sometimes mates again. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 
18-20 days by male. 
Precocial young leave 
nest soon after hatching. 
‘Tended by male but 
feed themselves. First 
flight at 16-20 days. 

1 brood per year by 

male and 2 broods by female. 


JUVENILE 
ay 


Ar 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


chestnut-red underparts 


more brightly colored 


Similar Birds 
FEMALE 


RED-NECKED 
PHALAROPE 


‘Thinner, needlelike 


bill; smaller © in winter 
plumage is darker with 
heavily striped back; 


blacker crown: more 


chestnut-red underparts contrasting wing stripe. 


¢ POPULATION Abundant on breeding grounds. In winter and 
migration fairly common off the 

West Coast; uncommon off the 
East Coast. Rare inland. 

— ¢ CONSERVATION Accidents 

occur during migration, such as 

collisions with lighthouses. 


Storms at sea can blow birds 
inland. Vulnerable to oil spills. 


Domed with grass @ lined with grasses and other fine materials © on ground near 
water ® built by male ¢ 3+ olive-green eggs blotched with black or brown; oval 
to pyriform, 1.2 x 0.9 inches. 


DATE TIME LOCATION _ 
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Family |, ARIDAE Specl€S Syerrorarius skua Length 2022 inches | Wingspan 54 59 inches 


GREAT SKUA 

Sometimes called a sea hawk because its habits resemble those of 
inland raptors, this skua is known to steal food from other 
seabirds. A native of Iceland and northern Europe, it can be 

seen off the north Atlantic Coast year-round. About the size 


of a stocky Herring Gull, this bird will attack gannets. It broad white 

likes to tend large fishing boats where it may take markings ON 
Upper? PTUMATTVES 

scraps, throwbacks, and garbage. A dark chunky sa 


heavy-looking bird with wide wings that show dark brown 
patches of white at the base of the primaries, it UNAEIDINE ® 
looks somewhat hunchbacked in flight. It 

displays pale and dark color phases. drownish overall, 
streaked with gold and 
er ddish brown 


heavy blackish e——+ 
gray bill with 
dark tip 


cinnamon- and 
buff-marked 
te, | +r ‘ io 
®e@ SONG chestnut-brown 


- ~ i “bac 
underparts short blackish 


brown wedge- 
shaped tail PALE 
MORPH 


Calls shoo00-aa, 


ee sh rue n DARK 
detenc Ing nest, MORPH 


cries tuk-tuk-tuk. 

e BEHAVIOR 

Spends much time at 

sea. Eats fishes, small seabirds, 


POMARINE, PARASITIC, 
ducks, small mammals, carrion, and refuse. Steals fish from 


AND LONG-TAILED 
JAEGERS 

Dark morphs ® smaller; 
not barrel chested; may 
have tail points (unless 
molted): narrower 
wings; less striking wing 


other birds by attacking them from the air and causing them to 
release or disgorge prey. Usually initiates pursuit-chases with 
low-level attack, harassing birds as large as gannets by chasing 
them and grabbing their tail or wing until they disgorge their 
catch, which the skua often catches before it hits the water. 


patch. 


SOUTH POLAR SKUA 
Lacks reddish tones and 
streaking on upperparts 
e “blond phase” much 

paler with less streaking 
and much paler head. 


¢ BREEDING Usually monogamous, but have been known to 
be polygamous; small colonies. Raises wings in display flight. 


e NESTING Incubation 26-29 days by both sexes, but mostly 
by female. Semiprecocial young stay in nest 42-49 days, fed by 
both parents. First flight at about 60 days, but young stay near nest 
for 21-28 more days, tended by 
both parents. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon 
of the north and middle Atlantic 
Coast south to North Carolina 
from November to March. 


Flight Pattern 


Strong purposeful direct flight with 
shallow constant wing beats; hugs wave 


contours or flies up to 150 feet high. 


Nest Identification 


Shape -ge- Location 4 —— 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ana Migration Migratory Weight 14.6 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Lined with leaves, moss, and grass ® on rocky ground at base of bank or slope 


e built by both sexes ¢ 1-3 yellow to green or brown eggs, marked with purple 


and brown splotches; short elliptical, 2.6 inches long. 
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Family || ARIDAE Length 21 inches Wingspan 52 inches 


SOUTH POLAR SKUA = 


Rarely seen from shore, this skua spends much of its time at sea, 


Species Syorrprarius maccormicki 


scavenging around fishing boats and chasing gulls and shearwaters. 

It nests along the coast of Antarctica but winters (our summer) in 
northern oceans; vagrants have been spotted in the Aleutians 
and once in North Dakota. ‘They may be seen well off the 
Atlantic and Pacific coasts from May to November. In flight, 

the South Polar Skua looks stout-bodied and chunky, with a 
“hunched shoulder” appearance. ‘The smallest of the 
skuas, this bird has a smaller head than the Great Skua; 
both a light and dark morph with gradations in 
between may range from almost white-bodied to 
blackish. ‘The intermediate morph has a medium- 
brown nape and underparts. 

e SONG Usually silent away from 
breeding areas. Gull-like scoo-ah. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary outside 
breeding season. Aggressive 
hunter. Eats fish, penguin eggs, 
lemmings, and carrion. 
Shakes birds with its bill 


Ne white base to 
primaries forms 
bar on middle of 
forewing 


brown unstreaked 
mantle 


» short broad tail 


‘e broad rounded wings 


to make them let go of their prey then seizes it. Dives into PALE 
water from air to catch fish. ‘Tends fishing trawlers. Defensive 

at nest; often flies straight at the head of a human intruder. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous; small colonies. Male feeds female 
during courtship. 


GREAT SKUA 


Larger; reddish 


¢ NESTING Incubation 24-34 days by both parents; female 
does more. Young semiprecocial; one nestling may be forced lacks pale nape 
by its sibling to leave nest shortly after hatching; usually dies. ® eastern range. 
The remaining one is fed by both parents by regurgitation. 


Flight Pattern 


streaking on upperparts; 


First flight at 49-59 days. 

1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Casual May 
to November well offshore on 
both Pacific and Atlantic Coasts, 
as postbreeding birds disperse 
northward from Antarctica. 


Strong swift direct flight with constant 
shallow wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Shape -se- Location | — 


Moss or bare soil ¢ on rocky slopes, bottom of hill © male begins nest, female 
completes ¢ 1-3 yellow to green or brown eggs marked with purples and 


browns; short elliptical, 2.4 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat aan re, Migration Migratory Weight 2.5 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family | ARIDAE Species Syercgrarius pomarinus | “©°8h 20-23 inches | W!"8SP8M 48 inches 


POMARINE JAEGER < 


[he largest and strongest jaeger is about the size of a Ring-billed or Heermann’s 
Gull, with a bulky body, thick neck, and wide-based wings. Like many of the 
skuas, its nesting is related to lemming populations on the Arctic tundra. When 


the brown lemming is numerous these seabirds nest, and when the rodent 1s not 


ab ¢ > Y ay O TSE al ¢ z 
ibundant they may not breed at all niin tae 


It has a light color morph yellowish wash upperwing coverts, 
and a more rare dark over nape and secondary flight feathers, 
cheeks P and tail feathers 


morph. Adults 
2 long central tail 
: feathers twisted 

dark helmeted e— 90 degrees 
APpearvance 


heavy hooke d 
bill 


LIGHT 
MORPH 


\ \ 


have 2 blunt central 
tail feathers with vanes 
twisted vertically. In flight 
this bird appears bulkier, 
with a slower wing beat, than 


Ne dark band 
mottled across chest 


SS 7 
‘e chocolate-brown 
UNderwimng COvertS 


other jaegers, and displays a 
larger white patch at the base of 
the primaries, often with a second 
smaller and fainter patch nearby. 
e SONG Often silent, except on 
breeding grounds. Sharp which-yew or yeew; 


e white to pale base of 
primary flight feathers, 
darker toward tips 


PARASITIC JAEGER 
Smaller; more slender; 


high-pitched week-week or yeew-cee. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Predatory. Eats 
small mammals, fish, birds, carrion, and refuse. 
Often steals from other seabirds. Picks up prey 
with bill, never talons. Found at sea outside 


two central tail feathers 
extended and pointed 


but not twisted; smaller 


bill; less white at base 
DARK of primaries. 
MORPH 


SOUTH POLAR SKUA 
Bulky, heavy body; 


breeding season. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous; small colonies. 
During courtship, male and female face one 
another and vibrate wings while singing. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 25—27 days by both 
sexes. Semiprecocial young leave nest after a few 
days, but tended 42 days or more. First flight at 21-27 days after 
fledging nest. Average less than 
1 brood per year. 

© POPULATION Uncommon 
to fairly common on tundra 
breeding grounds. Common to 
uncommon far offshore on both 


golden streaking on 


nape; hunchback 


appearance; short 


wedge-shaped tail with 


JUVENILE 


central tail feathers not 


extended. 


Flight Pattern 


Strong steady flight with slow deep wing ; . ee 
coasts outside breeding season. 
beats like a large gull; may alternate é 


several wing beats with long glide. 


Nest Identification 


Shape ee Location gums 


Lined with plant material © on ground ¢ built by both parents ¢ 2 olive to brown 


eges, with dark brown blotches; short elliptical, 2.6 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ana Migration Migratory Weight 1.4 pounds 


DATE ___ TIME_ ss LOCATION 
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Length 15-21 inches | Wingspan 36 inches 


Family |) ARIDAE Species Syorvorarius parasiticus 


PARASITIC JAEGER 


‘This skua can sometimes be seen from shore, intruding 
upon migrating flocks of terns and stealing food from 
other seabirds. It has two distinct color morphs, 

light and dark, and many intermediates. 
Falconlike in pursuit, it is about the size 
of a Laughing or Mew Gull and normally 
flies with quick wing beats broken by 
short glides. It is not known to breed 


Ne white base of 
primaries 


until three to five years of age. 

¢ SONG Usually silent when not 
on breeding grounds. Yelping 
notes and rising skooo-a 


2? brown upperparts 


d @ br0OON Cap 
or ka-ddow. ,. wn caf 


2 pointed and 
extended central 
tail feathers 


~e thin bill 
(for a jaezer) 


i wplewih wweh 


on cheeks 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary off 
breeding grounds. Predatory. 
Eats refuse, small birds 


(feathers and all), bird eggs, LIGH! DARK 
all Ga Bie: SAsee a | MORPH MORPH 
small mammals, insects, anc JUVENILE ADULT 


berries. Steals most of its food 


from terns and other seabirds. LIGHT 


When ashore, may walk while MORPH 

foraging. Winters closer to the ADULT] POMARINE JAEGER 

coast than other jaegers. Larger; two central tail 
my) ik ; . ) feathers twisted toward 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Paler morphs dip: laneer and broaden 

usually breed at younger age than darker morphs. white wing patches; 


heavier bill. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 25-28 days by both parents. 
Young semiprecocial; first flight at 25-35 days, but tended 


by both parents and fed by 
Flight Pattern 


regurgitation for 21 days or 


more. | brood per year. 
Fast wing beats compared to other jaegers; 


¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common; stable. Casual inland 
in fall migration; especially on 
Great Lakes and Salton Sea. 


often alternates flap and glide like a 


falcon. Also hovers. 


Nest Identification 


Shape -e- Location sms 


Lined with plant material ® on ground near base of cliff or slope ® male chooses 
site; built by both sexes, but female does more ® 2 brown to green or sometimes 


blue eggs, with brown spots; short elliptical, 2.2 inches long 


Weight 14.9 ounces 


Plumage Sexes similar | “abitat aay see New | Migration Mioratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family |_ARIDAE Species Swrrgrarius longicaudus | *®°8th 20-23 inches _ | Wingspan 30_33 inches 


LONG-TAILED JAEGER 
Distinguished by its eight- to ten-inch central tail feathers, 
this jaeger is rarely seen from land outside breeding season 
in the Arctic. These birds migrate in family groups to the 
central Pacific and south Atlantic in winter, but their 
route is unknown. The smallest of the jaegers, it is 
the least likely to steal food from other seabirds 

and is highly dependent on the tundra’s 


: / 1] 2 | Ee |. : : : ayes I yellow a 

small rodent populations in summer. In kn dark brown flight 

flight adults do not show a breast band, black feathers contrast 
HACK 


4 »>r 1gqecere "They ave li with LTAY COVETTIS 
as do other jaegers. They have light cap DUD STAY CORETES 


grayish brown upperparts and long 
slender wings without a white patch at 
the base of the primaries (shafts of 
three outer primaries are white) and a ae 
slender body. Juveniles have a short collar 
tail and a white patch at the base of 
the primaries under the wing. 

© SONG While flying, pheu-pheu- 
pheu. When irritated utters 47-777; 
kyr, RU-RVI-RT A, 

© BEHAVIOR In summer eats 
mostly lemmings and other small 
rodents, but also takes birds, eggs, 
insects, carrion, and berries. In winter 
eats fish, squid, carrion, and refuse. Uses 
beak to pick up food. Catches insects 
and other prey in flight. Often flies low 
over land or water. Most pelagic jaeger in 
postbreeding season. 

@ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 
Does not breed until 3-4 years old. Courtship display features 
zigzag chasing flight. During courtship, male feeds female from 


blue-gray legs 
and feet 


long pointed 
inner tail 
te athers 


DARK LIGHT 
MORPH MORPH 
JUVENILE JUVENILE 


Similar Birds 


PARASITIC JAEGER 


Larger; black legs; 


he ¢ 1 larger white patch on 
gk ats outer wings; grayish 
6543 eae 


¢ NESTING Incubation 23-25 days by both sexes. Young breast band; short, 
semiprecocial; first flight at 22-27 days, but both sexes tend and pamicsvcenn ie 


‘ ‘ 5 feathers. 
feed by regurgitation for 7—21 days. 1 brood per year unless 


lemmings are scarce, then birds will not breed at all. 
© POPULATION Common on 


Flight Pattern tundra breeding grounds. 
‘Trends stable. Disperses widely 


at sea outside breeding season. 
Fairly common to uncommon 
off West Coast; casual in Gulf of 
Mexico and on East Coast. Rare 
to accidental inland. 


Light floating buoyant ternlike flight is 
graceful compared with other jaegers. 
Hovers before dipping to pick up prey. 


Lined with grasses, moss, and leaves ® on ground near edge of slope ¢ built 


mostly by female * 2 brown to olive eggs with dark brown and gray blotches; 


Shape ee Location umm xxx short elliptical, 2.2 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Fabitat aay Migration Migratory Weight 9 9 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Nest Identification 
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Species 7 arys atricilla Length 15-17 inches | Winespan 40_42 inches 


LAUGHING GULL 


Named for its laughterlike call, this gull was 
threatened by the feather trade in the early black hood 
20th century. Now this coastal inhabitant pp |__] 
i ; : : small white crescent marks 

forms colonies with thousands of nests. above and below eyes 

A distinguishing habit ts its 

tendency to steal food from the 
Brown Pelican by ps 
snatching it out of the a ae al 
pelican’s pouch 
after it surfaces pel 
with a catch. ‘This beak 
three-year gull passes 

through two different 

winter plumages prior to 
attaining adult plumage. 
Adults have a white tail year 
round. In winter adults the black 
head 1s replaced by a gray smudge 
on the nape, and the bill, legs, and white 
feet are dull blackish. underparts black legs 
¢ SONG Throaty cheer-ah! cheer-ah! Or 
ka-ha, ka-ha and long, drawn-out, strident 
laugh of ha-ha-ha-hah-ha-ha, hah-hah-han. 


Family FRINGILLIDAE 


black outer 
primaries 


broad white collar 


foe ee 


white trailing 
edge to wing from 
base to inner 
primaries 


slate-gray wings 


¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Omnivorous; eats wo 
fish, crustaceans, insects, carrion, eggs, young birds, FIRST SECOND 
earthworms, and refuse. Unlike some shoreline birds, does not WINTER WINTER 


swim underwater but snatches food from surface or ground, 
foraging while walking or wading. Occasionally plunges head 
and neck underwater while searching for or catching food. FRANKLIN'S GULL 


Excellent flier; ride updrafts from ships and ferries across bays, eee 

ohn es . : : ee : white bar on primaries; 
channels, or shipping lanes for miles, watching for food thrown white primary tips; 
overboard into water. Will accept food tossed in the air and from broader white crescent 
human hand. patches above and 

. below eyes; pale gray 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. central tail feathers; 
¢ NESTING Incubation about 20 days by both sexes. Young peer beers tS 


underwing primaries. 


leave nest to hide in nearby vegetation after a few days. Both 
sexes feed first by regurgitation, solid food later. First flight at 


35 days. 1 brood per year. 
Flight Pattern 


¢ POPULATION Common. 
Probably stable over much of 
range, but numbers have been 
increasing in the northeastern 
US in recent years. 


Slow flight with deep wing beats. May 
soar on updrafts and deflected wind over 
dunes, beaches, parking lots, and ships. 


oo Nest Identification 


Shape -ge- gy Location yyy Dip 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ren Migration \figratory Weight 11.5 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Little lining in scrape; cup lined with grass, sticks, and debris ® built by both 
sexes @ 3 olive to buff eggs with brownish marks; ovate to elliptical ovate or 
pyriform, 1.9-2.3 x 1.9-2.3 inches. 
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Family LARIDAB Specles | arys pipixcan Length 13-15 inches | “iN8sPan 36 inches 


FRANKLIN’S GULL 

Often called the Prairie Dove, this three-year gull is 
sometimes spotted on farmland, following plows to feed white crescents above 
on grubs and other insects. he bird has a characteristic hak 
black hood in summer, but 1n winter its head 1s white 
with the reduced dusky hood covering its eye and 
reaching from midcrown to nape. [n flight, it differs 
from the similar Laughing Gull by a white bar and 
large white tips on primaries and a paler 

surface on the underwing primaries. 

e SONG A shrill £uk-huk-huk, with 


weeh-ah, weeh-ah occasionally 


b red Bill 


interjected. white-lipped secondary 
white-ripped black flight feathers 


primary flight 
feathers e 


———_—— while underparts 


with pinkish 
highlights 


A 
red legs and feet .— | 
> 


JUVENILE 


white wing band 
between black tips ; 
: light slate-gray 


and slate-gray bases 
WINGS 


e¢ BEHAVIOR 

Gregarious. ‘Terrestrial 

in summer; winters on 

Pacific Ocean from Central America 
southward. Forages for food while walking, 

wading, or swimming, sometimes spotting prey while 
hovering over water. Eats insects, fish, leeches, earthworms, 
crustaceans, and snails. Sometimes catches insects while 
flying. Attends agricultural cultivating machinery, taking 


FIRST SECOND 
WINTER WINTER 


exposed prey. weg’ \UAUGHING GULL 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. ese Ruler need eaa 
ba : _ crescent patches around 

e NESTING Incubation 18-25 days by both sexes. eyes; lacks white wing 


Semiprecocial young fed by both sexes. First flight at bar; darker primary tips 
c ; al 2 slow. 
32-35 days. 1 brood per year. above an hles 


¢ POPULATION Common in breeding range, but local populations 
often fluctuate due to rainfall or 
Flight Pattern drought patterns. Rare in 
migration on both coasts; rare in 
winter on Gulf Coast and in 
southern California. 
¢ CONSERVATION Some loss 


Strong direct flight with deep wing beats. of nesting habitat due to 
Soars on thermals and updrafts. 


\ ) 
met 


agricultural practices. 


Nest Identification . , 
Lined with bulrushes, cattails, and other plant material ¢ built by both sexes 


e 3 dull buff, olive, or brown eggs blotched with brown or black; ovate to 


Shape pg 24a Location 22 yyy \ | elliptical ovate or pyriform, 2.1 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat 1 ® ws ‘Nee Migration Migratory Weight 9.9 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family [| ARIDAE Species 7 arys minutus Length 10-12 inches | Win&sPan 24 26 inches 


EITTLE GULL | 
‘Vhis European native is rarely encountered in great | 
numbers in North America. Uhe first Little Gull nest 
in North America was discovered in 1962. ‘The mo 

: ; ee : white-tipped 
smallest of all gulls, this shoreline inhabitant Hight feathers 
sometimes is seen alongside Bonaparte’s Gulls . i 
and terns. In winter months, the Little Gull 
sports a gray cap, a gray spot behind both 
eyes, and a black bill. Breeding adults 
have a black cap. In flight, note the 


rounded wing with dark gray to WINTER rounded pale 
Me " — gray wings 
black underwings, contrasting PLUMAGE 


with the pale upperwing and 

body and square tail. 

Juveniles show a black bar dark red bill 
on the upperwings in with black tip 
flight. ‘his is a two- to 
three-year gull. 

e SONG Calls include 
a kek-kek-kek with a 


white 
underparts 


JUVENILE 


repeated fay-e. \e > 
¢ BEHAVIOR ey si 

= ey red legs 

Forages for food by ; BREEDING 


flying low over land 
or the water’s 
surface, sometimes 
dipping down while 


PLUMAGE 


in flight to catch _ BONAPARTE’S.GULL 
prey. Also forages while swimming and wading in shallow water. | 7 a siapeaioiiina iui 
~ . . ° e ° ' wedge on outer wing 
Feeds primarily on insects in summer; otherwise crustaceans, Rotel balck 

a ¢ : : : ‘ ; primaries); black- 
mollusks, spiders, small fish, and marine worms. Feeding flight tipped primaries; pale 
is hesitant, wavering, and ternlike as it dips down, legs trailing, underwing surface. 


to pick up food from water. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 

; brown-black head; red 
¢ NESTING Incubation 23-25 days by both sexes. bill; white wedge on 
Semiprecocial young remain in nest 21—24 days, fed by both outer wing; black- 
sexes. 1 brood per year. ia el aca 


BLACK-HEADED GULL 
Significantly larger, dark 


¢ POPULATION Rare to uncommon. North American populations 


scattered and irregular. 
Flight Pattern 


Common in Eurasian countries. 


¢ CONSERVATION North 
American numbers probably not 
large enough to be self- 
sustaining, but birds migrating 
from Europe maintain a small 
but steady population. 


Strong direct flight with deep wing beats, 
particularly on downstroke. 


Nest Identification 


Shape -ee- Location umm 


Grass- and leaf-lined with weeds and reeds ® on wet ground, sometimes built 
higher @ built by both sexes @ 1-5 yellowish, olive-brown, greenish gray eggs, 
marked with reddish brown and gray; ovate, 1.6 x 1.8 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat wee we Migration Migratory Weight 4.2 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family | ARIDAE Species 7 arys ridibundus Length 14-16 inches | Wingspan 409 inches 


BLACK-HEADED GULL 


Despite its name, the Black-headed Gull has a 

chocolate-brown head during the breeding season. 

In its native Eurasian habitat it is usually found 

in freshwater; however, while wintering in pale gray wings white nape, neck, 
ae and underparts 


chocolate- 


North America it lives in coastal waters. In a and back 
2 brown hood 


flight this two-year gull shows 
blackish primaries on the 

underwing, a white C¢° 
wedge on the 


maroon bill 


white tail | 


and rump 


wing fore-edge, and black- 
tipped primaries. Winter maroon legs 
adults lose the dark hood and i 
have a black ear spot. Juveniles 

are similar to winter adults but 

have a paler bill, legs, and feet; a 


black tail tp; and a brown carpal bar. oO , 

e SONG Resembles laughter; harsh \ 

nasal varied &raah. Remains very vocal ae 
outside breeding season. WINTER 
® BEHAVIOR Eats insects, crustaceans, earthworms, marine PLUMAGE 


worms, mollusks, small fish, carrion, seeds, and berries. Swoops 
down while flying and picks up prey from water. Also steals 
food from other birds. Follows plows to pick up exposed prey. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 
e NESTING Incubation 23-26 days by both sexes. 
Semiprecocial young remain in nest for 10 days, fed by both primaries; black hood; 
sexes. First flight at 35 days. 1 brood per year. bbek bill 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common in winter in Newfoundland 
where there are small breeding 
colonies. Rare in winter off the 
coast of the Maritimes and 
New England; accidental to 
western Alaska. Casual to 
accidental elsewhere. 


Similar Birds 


BONAPARTE’S GULL 
Smaller; pale 


eee ss underwing, including 


Light buoyant direct flight on long 
pointed angled wings. Soars on 
thermals and updrafts. 


Nest Identification 


Lined with leaves, moss, and grasses ® on ground hidden by vegetation ® built 
by both sexes ¢ 2-4 gray-green to tan or yellowish eggs marked with brown or 


Shape -es- Location games we \ WM olive; oval to elliptical, 2 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat an we see Migration Migratory Weight 10.0 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family | ARIDAE Species 7 arys philadelphia | -©°8Y 12-14 inches | Wi"ESP@ 33_36 inches 


BONAPARTE’S GULL A 


This is one of the smallest gulls in North America 
and the smallest native species. It is named for 
French zoologist Charles Lucien Bonaparte, a 
nephew of Napoleon. In winter plumage it 

shows a plain white head without the 

black hood, leaving only a distinctive aay back 
black spot between the eye and ear. i a 
In flight, note a white wedge on 
the leading edge of the outer 
wing, black tips on the 
primaries, and pale 
underwings. This is a 
two-year gull. 


blackish hood 


black bill 


black-tipped white wedge 
primaries ON DIN white 


underparts > 
orange legs p “ 


¢ SONG Shrieking 

whistles and a call of cheeer. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Eats 
mostly insects on summer breeding 
grounds, where it sometimes hawks 
flying insects. In winter eats fish, 


JUVENILE 


aa? 


os 


crustaceans, and marine worms. Catches fish WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


by wading in water as well as by diving. 
Forages on ground for insects and also catches 
them in flight. Its habit of nesting in trees is most unusual 


BLACK-HEADED GULL 
among gulls. 


Dark brown-black hood; 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary or small colonial. red bill; dark underside 


¢ NESTING Incubation 24 days by both sexes. Not known eS 
when semiprecocial young first fly, but known to be fed by both 
parents while in nest. 1 brood 
per year. 

¢ POPULATION Stable. 
Common in migration and 
winter on Great Lakes and on 
Pacific, Atlantic, and Gulf 
Light and buoyant direct flight is ternlike, | Coasts. Uncommon migrant 
with rapid wing beats. inland in the West. 


Sticks lined with moss and grasses; abandoned nests lined with hay and moss 


© coniferous tree, +-20 feet above ground @ built by both sexes ¢ 24 olive to 
Shape pg Location py, buff eggs, marked with brown blotches; ovate to elliptical-ovate, 2 inches long. 


| Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat 9.@ wee ~er Migration Migratory Weight 7.5 ounces 


| 
| DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Species 7 arys helcheri Length 2( inches Wingspan 4849 inches 


BAND-TAILED GULL 


Marked by its black back and distinctive tail band, 
this stray gull from South America often harasses 
cormorants, forcing them to regurgitate their L___gg 
food. ‘he Band-tailed Gull also preys on the 

eggs and chicks of guano-producing birds 

on the Pacific coast of its native South 


Family | ARIDAE 


America. Winter adults have a white head, 
. erg ne dark eyes and yellow 
dark smoky-brown hood. black back and NCR, OTeaSt, a ES ae 
‘This is a three-year gull. UPPerWINgs e@ BEE IGT ‘ | 
\ yellow bill with red 


tip and black 
subterminal band 


/ 


white tail with i 
broad black 
subterminal band 
and narrow’ white 
terminal band 


yellow legs 
and feet 


SECOND THIRD 
WINTER WINTER 


¢ SONG Not recorded. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Coastai species 

of the Band-tailed Gull are found on beaches, on offshore 
islands, and in open waters. ‘his bird eats insects, small fish, 
crustaceans, marine worms, carrion, and refuse. It picks up food 
while in flight. Also forages while wading, walking, or 
swimming. Does not follow ships. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 


@ NESTING Incubation time 28-30 days by both sexes. Both 
sexes feed nestlings. Young 
semiprecocial; first flight at 
35-40 days. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION The Band- 
tailed Gull is accidental in 
Florida and California. It is 
common on the western coasts 
of Chile and Peru. 


BLACK-TAILED GULL 

Light yellow eyes; 

pam shorter legs; thinner 
bill; paler gray mantle 


and upperwings 


® winter adult has 


grayish brown smudge 


on head and nape. 


Flight Pattern 


Direct flight with strong deep wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Lined with leaves, moss, and grasses ® on ground ® built by both sexes 
¢ 3 brownish to olive-colored eggs, blotched with brown and gray; ovate to 
SNape ~ee cg LOCATION mmm elliptical ovate, 2.8 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat en aaa Migration \ figratory Weight 1.3 pounds 


DATE __ TIME 7 LOCATION 
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Species 7 arus dominicanus | "8" 23 inches Wingspan 53 inches 


Family [| ARIDAI 


A 
, 
4a 


KELP GULL 
‘This is the only large gull with a black back 
and white tail that breeds in the 
Southern Hemisphere, where it 
has a wide range. Occasionally 


see Sil ——e white head 
strays are seen off North ; Dirck aegorelcith 
America’s Gulf Coast, and a a d white trailing edee, 


2 black back 


narrow white tips, and 
white mirror in outer 


calle only 


since the 1990s several pairs 
have nested off the Louisiana 
coast on the Chandeleur Islands; 
accidental in Maryland. A three- 
year gull, the adult looks like a 
Great Black-backed Gull or Western 
Gull, but the white in the wing tips ts 
more restricted and the legs and feet 
are greenish yellow instead of pink. In 
flight it shows grayish white 
underwings with dusky gray primaries 
and white tips. Some breeding adults ne ee ee 
may have streaks on the head or legs and feet 
neck, but winter adults do not. “ 
e SONG A harsh ce-oo0ch, often repeated 
rapidly; other shrill and squawking calls. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. In small groups, 
larger flocks, or with other gulls with which it 
forages, rests, and roosts. Forages at sea near coast 
and along shore, where it frequents estuaries, 
harbors, and outlying and offshore islands. Also 
frequents inland rivers and lakes. Not pelagic. 
Picks food from water and pursues terrestrial prey. 5) 
Eats small fish, crustaceans, rodents, insects, and 
young of other birds. Also eats carrion and offal. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. May breed 
with the Herring Gull. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 24-25 days by both 
sexes. Semiprecocial young brooded by female; tended by both 
sexes for 35-40 days. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Casual in North America on Gulf Coast in 
southeastern ‘Texas and islands 
PO riairaiem | PO riairaiem | off southeastern Louisiana. 


© CONSERVATION 
oe 7 Vulnerable to disturbance and 
ae destruction of eggs and chicks 


by humans and by domestic or 


Direct flight with slow steady wing beats; introduced predators at its 
soars on thermals and updrafts. : : 
nesting colonies. 


Nest Identification 


Shape Location 
= lu wet BM 2551.7 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat en ae cee LL | Migration Nonmigratory Weight 1.3 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Va 


white tail 


white underparts 
and rump 


LESSER BLACK- 
BACKED GULL 
Smaller; yellow legs and 


feet © breeding adult 
has slate-gray 
upperwings and back; 
darker gray underwings 


¢ winter adults 
additionally have dusky 


streaking on the head 


and neck. 


GREAT 
BLACK-BACKED GULI 
Adults are much larger; 
heavy yellow bill with 
SECOND 
WINTER 


red gonys spor; black 
back and upperwings; 
extensive white in tips 
and mirrors of wings; 
pink legs and feet. 


Lining of grasses and weeds ® hollow in grassy tussock or pile of grasses set 
in reeds, or on rock stacks @ built by both sexes @ 2—3 eggs, green-blue or 


buff with purple or brown spots and blotches; short oval to long oval, 
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Family [ ARIDAE Species 7 arys crassirostris | *©°8N 18-19 inches 


BLACK-TAILED GULL 


Easily identified with its combination of yellow 
bill with red tip and black subterminal band, 
yellow eyes with red orbital ring, and broad 


Wingspan 47_48 inches 


white head, neck, 
breast, and 


Ae le at ‘ 1c Ag]: tr le Ae nee 12. 70) IS 
black tail band, this Asian straggler has been ni underparts 
spotted on rare occasion in San Diego Bay, oer 
ee : ; orbital ring 
California. It is also casual in coastal Ney laree yellow bill 
Alaska and in northeastern North with black ring 


above red tip 


America as far south as Virginia. light charcoal-gray 
wings and back 


[ong WINGS ¢ 


¢ ¢ 


broad black subterminal a 
band and white terminal 
band on tail 


JUVENILE 
>, 


white-based tail 
with white 
uppertail coverts 


short yellow 
legs and feet 


Since these three-year 
gulls are nomadic but 
nonmigratory, it is difficult to 
understand how they find their 
way to North America. Winter adults 
have a brownish gray—streaked head and nape. THIRD 
® SONG Very low sao0-kaoo. WINTER 
¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Frequents seashores, where it feeds 
on small fish, especially smelt and greenlings. Also eats insects, 
crustaceans, carrion, and refuse. Like most gulls, catches insects 
; : ; : _ ~ : a is . ; Darker blackish 
and other food in flight. Often forages while wading, swimming, ae 
; ‘ ‘ 5 5 upperwings and mantle; 
and walking. dark eyes with yellow 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. orbital ring; longer legs. 
e NESTING Incubation 24-27 days by both sexes. 
Semiprecocial young known to 
° IC fe y ) Sexes iS 
Flight Pattern be fed by both sexes, but it 1s 
not known how long they stay 
=| ti mest, First Giehe at 
| 30-40 days. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Accidental to 
casual in North America. 
Common in Asia. 


BAND-TAILED GULL 


Strong direct flight with deep wing beats. 


Dry grass ® on ledges, slopes, and small cliffs hidden by vegetation ® built by 


Nest Identification 
both sexes ® 2—3 greenish to ocherish eggs with dark spots; oval to elliptical oval, 


Shape ee cag LOCATION mes 2.6 inches long. 


1 .. . 
iuMAaBE Sexes similar 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family || ARIDAE 


MEW GULL 


Heard from the tops of conifers with its catlike mee-you, the 

Mew Gull is common along the Pacific coast. It breeds . 

along the coast and on lakes in the interior of extreme white head, neck, 
Nissi ca S if ae Oe breast, and 

northwestern North America. Separated from similar gulls underparts 

by the short unmarked yellow bill and the white spots 

(mirrors) in the black-tipped primaries. 

Winter adults have a white head 

washed with brown and a gray mantle ‘ 


ye large dark eyes 


white tips on 
UPPCTRING 
COVETTS 


small yellow 
bill with 


greenish tint 


black-tipped 
flight feathers 


e ageses 
prea 
Sega 


white band on 
primary flight 
feathers near wing tip 


A 


greenish yellow 
JUVENILE 


legs and feet 


white tail with a black subterminal band. 
This is a three-year gull. 


¢ SONG Kee-ya, kee-ya, kee-ya; mewing call SECOND THIRD 
quee-you OL mee-you. YEAR YEAR 
¢ BEHAVIOR Omnivorous. Forages mostly on beaches, 
mudflats, garbage dumps, and pastures. Eats small fish, insects, 
crustaceans, mollusks, earthworms, small rodents, grains, .% RING-BILLED GULL 
berries, carrion, refuse, and small birds of other species. Catches a aoe anaenle 3 
insects in flight. While flying, drops hard-shelled mollusks to 


“around larger yellow 


bill; more black on 


break shells and eats the flesh inside. Follows plows to pick up primaries. 
larvae and worms. ~.. CALIFORNIA GULL 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous; small colonies or solitary pairs. cy Leteee les wnite On 

X : ‘ primaries; larger heavier 
¢ NESTING Incubation 22-28 days by both sexes. bill; red spot on lower 
Semiprecocial young stay around nest 32-40 days, fed by both mandible; greenish- 
parents. First flight at 35 days. 1 brood per year. aes 


¢ POPULATION Common: stable. Rare inland in western coastal 
states; casual to Great Lakes. 
European race casual to 
Newfoundland and 
northeastern coast. Siberian race 
rare on Aleutian Islands. 
¢ CONSERVATION Species 
vulnerable to marine pollution 
and oil spills. 


Graceful buoyant nonlabored flight. 
Undulating, roller coaster—like flight with 
several rapid wing beats and a pause. 


a Nest Identification 
Shape 22 -se po 
Location mee 5K. fy. Rie 


Scrape lined with grass and leaves; platform built of twigs and grass ® built by 
both sexes ® 3 yellow-brown to green-brown or olive to buff eggs, marked with 
browns; oval to elliptical oval, 2.2 inches long. 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family | ARIDAE Species 7 arys delawarensis | ‘©°8Y 18-19 inches | WiN&SPan 48 inches 


RING-BILLED GULL 


One of the most widespread 
and familiar gulls in North 
America, the Ring-billed 
Gull can be.distinguished 
by the black subterminal 
band on its yellow bill. 


yellow bill ——— 
with black 


subterminal 
band 


pale eyes with red 
orbital ring 


pale gray 
UPPET WINES 
and back 


JUVENILE FIRST 
WINTER 


SECOND THIRD 
WINTER WINTER 


‘This three-year 

bird is like many 

other gulls in that 

It is energetic when 
gathering food. It has 
been seen foraging 
through dumps and 
parking lots near human 
populations, as well as 


black primaries 
with some white 
window 

markings 


wading and swimming white underparis, 
for prey in inland lakes. including 


Winter adults have a underwings 


brown-streaked head. 

e SONG High-pitched 
repeated Azyak, hiyak. Call is 
sharp £y-0w. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Omnivorous; arge 

eats earthworms, insects and Bee: 

: ie , mandible; yellow bill; 
insect larvae, fish, grain, rodents, arceniah yellow less 
and refuse. Very active in gathering food; follows plows, and feet. 


yellow legs 


and feet white tail 


Similar Birds (= 


~. CALIFORNIA GULL 
Larger; red spot near 


scavenges through refuse, steals food from other birds, and «HERRING GULL 
forages while walking, wading, and swimming. ‘This ecologically . Larger; red spot near 


up of lower 
ane = . ; ; mandible; flesh- 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous; sometimes polygamous. Colonial. colored legs and feet. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 21-28 days by both sexes. 
Semiprecocial young stay 
around nest 35 days. Fed by 
both sexes. 1 brood per year. 


@ POPULATION Abundant. 
Increasing despite depletion in 
late 1800s. Estimated at 

3—4 million. 


adaptable species has benefited by man’s alteration of habitat. 


Flight Pattern 


Strong direct flight with deep wing beats. 
Soars on thermals. 


Nest Identification 


Shape egy <s Location yyy mmm xis Be 


Made of weeds, bits of debris, and grass © on ground, sometimes among rocks 
or occasionally in low tree ® built by both sexes ¢ 2-4 olive-brown to brown 


eggs with lavender, gray, and dark brown blotches; ovate to short ovate, 
2.3 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat wee wen Lt Migration Migratory Weight 1.2 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family | ARIDAE Species 7 arys californicus | t©°8h 21-22 inches. | Wingspan 4854 inches 


CALIFORNIA GULL white head, neck, f 


‘The monument to the gull in Salt Lake sae lei 

City was inspired by the California Gull, | 

because it saved the crops of the Mormon f : ne. 

settlers from the grasshopper plague of gray back and & eee. 

1848. ‘Today, this four-year gull is the Upperwings ~ Sh yellow bill with 
red and black spot 


state bird of Utah. It builds its nests Aw 
close to freshwater marshes and _ 
lakes, but at other times, it Is 
frequently seen on inland 
fields and nearby farms, 
foraging through trash and 
eating insects. In flight, 
note that adults have 


on lower mandible 


black-tipped 
wings with 
white windows 


FIRST 
WINTER 


white underparts 
and tail 


greenish yellow 
to gray-green legs 
and fe er 


a dusky gray stripe on the trailing 

edge of the underwing. Winter adults have 
brownish streaking on the head and hindneck. 
e SONG Has soft call of fow-how-how, kee-ou, or klee-ah. Has 
alarm call of yowww; also a quiet repeated waaaaaaaah. 


SECOND 
WINTER 


RING-BILLED GULL 


Smaller; black ring 
7 around beak; lighter 


zs eyes; lacks dusky 


¢ BEHAVIOR Primarily an inland species during summer 
months. Feeds on a host of agricultural pests, from 
grasshoppers and many other insects to rodents. Also takes 
fish, eggs and young from other birds, worms, spiders, 
refuse, and carrion. Like most gulls it 1s an active forager. 


trailing edge to 


underwing. 


HERRING GULL 


: 2 Larger; red spot only on 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. » lower mandible; yellow 
ApS _ : “ve Cre? ink leg 
¢ NESTING Incubation 23-27 days by both sexes. co ye cmemy peice 


: : . sk and feet; lacks dusky 
Semiprecocial young tended by both sexes; it is not Known 


how long they stay in nest. First flight at about 45 days. 

1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Increasing. Abundant. Casual on Gulf 
Coast and East Coast in winter. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to human 
disturbance at nesting colonies 
on large western lakes and 
pollution of lakes and habitat 
Strong direct flight with deep wing beats. loss. Mono Lake has 50,000 


Soars on thermals and updrafts. : : : 
seriously threatened pairs. 


trailing edge to 
underwing; lighter gray 
back and upperwings. 


Vest Identification ‘Twigs, dried feathers, bits of debris, grass, and weeds; 14-18 inches ® on 


ground ® built by both sexes ¢ 2-3 olive-buff eggs, often blotched with 
deep grays and browns; oval to short oval; if third egg is laid, shape ts short, 


Shape <=> -ee LOCAatiON sam 


subelliptical; 2.8 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat see L® Nem Migration Migratory Weight 1.4 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


302 ¢ BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


Family | ARIDAE Species 7 arys argentatus Length 22_26 inches | Wingspan 54_58 inches 
wl 


HERRING GULL 

After facing a serious decrease in population 
in the 19th century, the Herring Gull has 
recovered and is once again numerous 
along the Atlantic Coast. Its range 
continues to expand, making it the 

most widespread and best-known ° 

gull in North America. ‘This 
four-year gull usually nests 
on the ground, but when 
humans intrude, it will 


Upperwings 


and back 


black wing tips 
with white spots 


| white tail 


creamy pinkish 


choose trees or even 3 
legs and feet 


rooftops. Winter adults 

have a white head, neck, and 
upper breast streaked with pale 
brown. Plumage ts highly variable. 


¢ SONG Noisy with various calls, including 


loud cleew cleew, strident syow, or trumpetlike see-ou, kee-ou. Also 


has alarm call of kek-kek-kek or hyiah-hyak. . 


¢ BEHAVIOR Opportunistic. Often follows ships in sea lanes 
to feed on refuse thrown overboard. Along seacoasts eats fish, 
wide variety of marine invertebrates, refuse, carrion, and algae. 
On land eats worms, insects and insect larvae, berries, rodents, 
and eggs and young of other birds. Active forager. Like other 
gulls, carries hard-shelled mollusks into the air, then drops them 
on hard surface to break open shells. Sometimes steals food 


from other birds. Frequents garbage dumps. 
@ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 
23-27 days by both sexes. 
Semiprecocial young stay 


red spot on 
lower 
mandible 


light gray e—— 


light yellow 
heavy eyes 


yellow bill 


_ 
ar 


lf 


— ——e white head 
and neck 


DARK 
JUVENILE 


white 
breast 


SECOND 
WINTER 


white 
underparts 


FOURTH 
WINTER 


“2 
THIRD 
WINTER 


CALIFORNIA GULL 
Smaller; dark eye; 
red spot edged with 
black on lower 
mandible; darker 
gray mantle and 
wings; dusky trailing 
edge on underwing; 
yellow-green legs 
and feet. 


RING-BILLED GULL 
a Smaller yellow bill 
has black 
subterminal ring; 
greenish yellow legs. 


Shape -re pa 


Strong steady flight with deep wing beats. 
Soars on thermals and deflected updrafts. 


Nest Identification 


around nest 24—49 days. Fed by 
both sexes. | brood per year. 

e POPULATION Abundant. 
‘Today all gulls are protected by 
federal law. 


Lined with weeds, grass, and seaweed ® on ground sheltered by shrubs or rock, 


in tree, or on roof @ 2-3 gray, green, bluish, or brown eggs with brown, lavender, 


and black streaks; ovoid, 2.6—3 x 1.8—2.2 inches. 


Location — ih @ hy — 


Plumage Sexes similar 


DATE 


Habitat Nee a =? 


TIME LOCATION 


Migration Migratory Weight 2.7 pounds 


if 
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Family [| ARIDAE Species 7 arys cachinnans Length 24 inches Wingspan 54 57 inches 


YELLOW-LEGGED GULL 


In North America birdwatchers occasionally spot w 
this four-year gull wintering along the Northeast white head J 


Coast from Newfoundland to mid-Atlantic 

shores. ‘This southern European native 

was only recently recognized as a ey a 
separate species from the Herring of ¢rpwn 

Gull. It differs from the Herring 

Gull primarily in its yellow legs 

and feet and squared head 


and neck 


red spot on lower 
mandible may extend 
onto upper mandible 

medium 

gray back 


white spots on 
last 2 outer 
primaries 


white breast 
and underparts 


a 
z 


JUVENILE 


medium gray 
UPPET WINGS 


black outer ¢@ 
primaries 


white tail 
yellow legs 
and feet 


with a peaked rear 
crown. Winter adults 
have brownish 

streaking on the head 
that is confined to the 
nape and crown, making 
the head appear whiter. 


SECOND 
WINTER 


HERRING GULL 
More rounded head; 
longer thinner beak; 


¢ SONG Kee-yow, similar to that of the f _ lighter gray upperparts; 
Herring Gull; also has wide range of other calls. more black on 

‘ . i 7 outermost prima4les, 
¢ BEHAVIOR Eats small fish, crustaceans, mollusks, refuse, creamy pink legs and 
carrion, and young and eggs of other birds. Wades into water or feet © winter adults 
makes shallow dives while flying to catch food. Drops hard- have more extensive 
shelled ; Sn Thiel { sale - si Seale re: brown streaking on the 
shelle items in flight to break them open. Steals food from bead deck, aad monies 
other birds. Scavenger. Sometimes hovers. breast. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 


e NESTING Incubation 28-30 
in Flight Pattern 


days by both sexes. Young stay 
in nest 35-45 days, fed by both 
sexes. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Casual 
winter visitor on northern and 
middle Atlantic Coast. Common 
in western Europe and Africa. 


Strong direct flight with steady deep wing 
beats. Rides thermals and updrafts. 


a _ Nest Identification 
—_—____— Various debris, grasses, and feathers @ built by both sexes ® 3 buff or olive eggs 


55 
q d cS 1 f acK d ce ive: Ol 2.8x21 y ay 
Shape Location as % aad marked with brown, black, or darker olive; ovoid, x 2 inches 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat an mee Migration Migratory Weight 7 8 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family | ARIDAE Species [ arus thayeri Length 2325 inches | Wingspan 55 inches | 
ry 


THAYER’S GULL 


‘This graceful dovelike bird is a little smaller than the —yeddish purple eye ring | 
Herring Gull, the species from which it was around gray to mottled 


recently split and the one its behavior most brown eyes 


resembles. Spending most of its time in the 

: ; i, ee white head 
Canadian Arctic, this bird may nest in aid tak. 
colonies with other gulls 


smallish yellow 
bill gently curved 


medium gray 
i on top 


but more often wings and back 


red spot on 


restricted black / 
lower mandible 


primary tips 


white breast 


and underparts Big | 
JUVENILE | 
white tail 


dark 
pink legs 


wth oA 
SECOND THIRD 
WINTER WINTER 


nests on cliff ledges. 

Note the dark eye color and paler 

wing tips, especially on underside of 

the gray primaries. Winter adults have pale 
brown streaking on the head, neck, and upper 

breast. A four-year bird, it is difficult to separate 

from the Herring Gull, and its taxonomy is still disputed: 


ee Te 
Similar Birds — 
HERRING GULL 
Larger; yellow eyes 
with orange orbital ring; 


Some still consider it a race of the Herring Gull, while others iL lighter gray mantle; 

think it is a subspecies of the Iceland Gull. darker-tipped primaries 
idles! on upperparts and | 

e SONG A familiar fee-yow; a loud huc-kuc-kuc-huc-kuckle-kuckle or underparts; paler legs | 

hiyak, hiyak, hiyak-hiyak. Mewing squeals. and feet; heavier bill. 

® BEHAVIOR Eats small fish, mollusks, crustaceans, carrion, ~ ICELAND GULL 

refuse, berries, and young and eggs of other birds. Finds food by Lighter granuneneiy, 

-— i . ; : 2 . j . aa usually yellow 
diving in shallow water, plunging while flying, and foraging a  ometines brown 
while walking on shore. eyes; translucent pale 


wing tips. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 23-27 days by both sexes. 
Semiprecocial young stay 
; + 2D pA 6 ave 2 , 
. ar¢ I ‘ oy —29 c St 
Flight Pattern iround nest 24 days. Fed by 
both sexes. 1 brood per year. 


@ POPULATION Uncommon. 
Winters primarily on West 
Coast. Rare to casual on Great 
Lakes, East Coast, and in 
interior in winter. 


Strong direct flight with steady deep 
wing beats. Sometimes soars on thermals 


or updrafts. 


Nest Identification , 
Lined with weeds, grasses, and leaves ® on bare ground sheltered by rock or 


shrubbery ® built by both sexes @ 2—3 gray, green, or brown eggs; ovate, 


Shape re gg Location ee 2.8 x 2.1 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat aa rex see Migration Migratory Weight 2.4 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family |ARIDAE Species J arus glaucoides | “Nth 23-25 inches | WiNESPAN 54 inches 


re E LAN D G WEL white head 


. : and neck 
Restricted to the North Atlantic Ocean where it 
is in the company of larger, more robust gulls, Pion Wan 
this highly variable four-year gull spends its 
summers on the coasts of northeastern yellow eyes 
Canada and Greenland. It has two : (sometimes brown) 
morphs: the typical form, which es ae : 
sae : and upper back 
nests in Greenland and has white 
wing-tips, and the Kumlien’s, 
which nests in Canada and yellow bill with 
has gray wing-tips. The : | red spot on lower 
Sie sis : mandible 
pale primaries look 
translucent in 


white tail 
JUVENILE 
white underparts 


pink legs and feet 


gray-tinted or 
white primaries 


: ; . SECOND 
flight, especially WINTER 
from below. Winter adults 4 ° 
show pale brown streaking on 
the head, neck, and upper breast. __. ‘THAYER’S GULL 
e SONG Call of clew, clew, clew or kak- 
kak-kak, similar to that of the Herring Gull. 


Darker mantle; brown 


eyes with reddish 
4 purple orbital ring; 
¢ BEHAVIOR Eats small fish, crustaceans, berries, mollusks, darker wing tips, 


carrion, refuse, seeds, and eggs and young of other birds. especially on 
Catches fish by plunging into water while flying. Also finds food i aaa 
while wading or walking on shore. Often feeds with Herring 
Gulls and nests in mixed colonies with other gulls. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 23-27 days by both sexes. es ere wins ae 
Semiprecocial young stay around nest 24-29 days; tended by 

both sexes. | brood per year. 


& GLAUCOUS GULL 
Proportionally larger 
bill; larger overall; pale 
eyes with yellow eye 


Flight Pattern | ¢ POPULATION Uncommon 
-—— to rare on East Coast and Great 
Lakes in winter. Casual to Gulf 
Coast and Pacific Coast in 
winter. Rare inland. Breeding 
Direct flight with strong steady deep wing lt eeablcaime ae - 
beats on long wings. Soars on thermals popu a 1ORS stapie pe ps 
and updrafts. are increasing. 


Grass, moss, and various rubbish @ on hillock near shelter ¢ 2—3 buff to olive 
eggs with dark brown blotches; ovate, 2.7 inches long. 


Migration Migratory Weight 1.9 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family | ARIDAE Species 7 ays fuscus Length 21_22 inches | Wingspan 54 inches 


= r r 
LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL 
This European gull is wintering in increasing pale soe 
> J SPIO eee VCS WIN TC. 
numbers in North America. It is similar to the elnino 
Western Gull and the Great Black-backed Gull. 
Smaller than either of those gulls, it has yellow, 
not pink, feet and legs. Winter adults have a 
brown streaked head and neck. ‘This four-year sd Mall ae 
’ : 7 WG HeCR 
gull’s behavior and voice resembles other gulls. —“ - 
e SONG A loud /yow and a wide How bill with 
_ ae 3 VEHOW OWL WIN 
range of other calls, including yak- red spot on lower 
yuk-yuk-yuckle-yuckle or hiyak, dark slate-gray mandible 
hiyak, hiyak, hiyak-hiyak. or black mantle 


—_—e white chest, belly, 
and underparts 


yellow legs 
and feet 


A white tail 


and rump 


F 


SECOND THIRD 
WINTER WINTER 


© BEHAVIOR Eats small Ce 
fish, seaweed, wide variety of marine ae 
invertebrates, insects, refuse, carrion, and eggs ~=- GREAT BLACK- 
and young of other birds. Finds food by wading, swimming, and BACKED GULL 
sit me a a ee see ee ee i Mina Greals foudlt Larger; pink legs 
plunging to ocean's surface while flying. Also steals food from anal ee-dathee 
other birds. Scavenges. wings and mantle. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. “* WESTERN GULL 
e NESTING Incubation 24—27 days by both sexes. oe ~ Larger; pink legs 
: : ; : aes an : and feet. 
Semiprecocial young climb out of nest after a few days and 
explore surrounding area. Fed by both sexes. First flight at 
30-40 days. 1 brood per year. 

uncommon in eastern North 
America; casual in the interior 
around the Great Lakes and on 
the West Coast to Alaska. 

ee Common to fairly common in 
beats on long wings. Sometimes soars on R : 2 ; 
thermals and updrafts. western Europe and Eurasia. 


Direct flight with strong steady,orange to 


yellow-orange bill 


‘The second-largest tern in 
North America sometimes 
is seen snatching food 
from the Brown 
Pelican’s pouch. 
Briefly in spring and 
early summer adults have 
a shaggy black crown from 

bill to nape; the rest of the 
year the forehead and 
forecrown are white. In 

flight birds show a tail forked 
to about half its length, pale 
underwings to the tips of 
dusky outermost primaries, and 
an orange bill. Juveniles look like 
winter adults but have more faint 
streaking on the upperparts and 
yellowish or orange feet and legs. 


¢ SONG Large repertoire of calls 
includes bleating ee-a/ and melodic 
trilled whistle, ourreee. In nesting 

areas often squawks quak, kak, or kowk. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Plunge dives, from a hover 40-60 feet above 
ocean or inlets, and goes below surface for a catch. Eats mostly 
fish but also takes marine invertebrates, including shrimp and 
squid. When not feeding often loafs on sandbars, beaches, or 
mudflats with other species of terns and gulls. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Often nests in mixed 
colonies with other species of terns. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 20-31 days by both sexes. Young 
semiprecocial; upon leaving nest a few days after hatching, 

{ young often gather in creche, where they recognize parents by 
voice and beg for food. First flight at 28-35 days. May remain 
with parents up to 8 months or longer and migrate with them. 


¢ POPULATION Declining. Has declined in California since 
1950. Fairly common in breeding range; uncommon to rare north of 
it in late summer on Atlantic 
Coast. Fairly common in winter 
in southern California; rare to 
accidental inland from coasts. 

© CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to disturbance on 
nesting beaches by humans and 
wild and domestic predators. 


—e black head and crest 


pale gray mantle 


white body 


black legs 


and feet 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


ELEGANT TERN 


Smaller body; more 

slender reddish orange 
bill that appears 
slightly drooped at tip; 


longer shaggy crest 


extends down nape; 


® western range. 


CASPIAN ‘TERN 
Larger body; black cap 


extends below eyes; 
lacks white forehead; 
thicker bright red bill; 
tail not as deeply 
forked; dark underside 
and pale upperside 


on primaries. 


Direct flight with deep, more rangy, 
continual slow wing beats. Hovers briefly 
before plunge diving for prey. 


Sometimes sparsely lined with debris ® built by both sexes * 1-2, sometimes 


34, whitish buff to brown eggs with reddish brown markings, occasionally 
Location gyz% wreathed; ovate to elliptical ovate, 2.5 inches long. 


TIME LOCATION = = = os 
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Family | ARIDAE 


TN ae a ry T a 

ELEGANT LERN 

"This medium-sized coastal inhabitant can be identified 
by its long, deep red-orange bill, which, unlike 

similar species, lacks a black up. In flight it 


shows a white rump. ‘This native of Mexico black cap covers 
_*® entire top of head 


breeds as far north as southern California 
but moves north along the 


long black 

Test ; 
pale gray mantle deeply forked 
and upperwings white tail 


long, slender red-orange 
Mill that may appear 
slightly drooped at tp 


slender bod y is 
white overall 
Pacific Coast 
to Washington 
and British Mak tek 
Columbia in and feet 
autumn after 
breeding season. It 
winters as far south as Peru 
and Chile. In summer it looks -— ROYAL TERN 


like a slimmer Royal ‘Tern with a more i Larger, thiexer body; 


outer 4-5 
primaries are dark 
white gray above and 


underparts with dark-tipped below 
pinkish tinge 


: ; : a P shorter black crest; 
deeply forked tail. Juveniles are similar to winter —=* 


adults but have more variably mottled upperparts 
and may have orange legs and feet. Ps 
. : ; : ; WINTER different call. 
@ SONG Abrasive screeching seerick and nasal aoe 
. PLUMAGE CASPIAN ‘TERN 
kareck karreek. , 
Larger, heavier body; 
massive red-orange bill 


larger, heavier orange 
bill is less drooped at 


up; longer legs; 


¢ BEHAVIOR Hovers above fish, then dips to surface to catch 
them, or plunge dives for them. Forages close to shore around 
beaches, rocky coasts and islands, coastal bays, and lagoons. 


with black tip; very 
short crest; outer 
5—6 primaries are 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Often nests in mixed grayish black below, 

colonies with other terns. showing a. cant-wing 
— ; : in flight; shorter, less 

¢ NESTING Incubation estimated at 20-30 days by both sexes. deeply forked tail © in 

Semiprecocial young fed by both sexes. First flight estimated at winter has entirely 

28-35 days. 1 brood per year. white-streaked cap. 


© POPULATION Increasing and spreading northward in 
California. Has disappeared 
from some nesting sites in 
western Mexico. 

© CONSERVATION Requires 
high, sandy, undisturbed 
beaches for nesting, so 
intrusions by humans and 
others cause declines. 


Light buoyant direct flight with steady 


wing beats. Hovers above surface and dips 


<| 


= No nest materials ¢ near water ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 2 white to pink-buff eggs 


to pick up food 


with black or dark brown blotches; oval to subelliptical, 2.3 inches long. 


Habitat ran Migration \4 igratory 


DATE _ TIME _ a LOCATION 3 


Shape -~¢- Location 


Pp ad ’ . . 
lumage Sexes similar 


Weight 9 () ounces 
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nly LARIDAE ; Length 13-16 inches _ | Wingspan 3931 inches 


COMMON TERN 


Often called the Mackerel Gull, the Common ‘Tern is 
seen tending areas where large fish, such as mackerel 
and tuna, drive schools of smaller fish to the surface. 
By following the Common ‘Tern, fishermen often 

find the best place to cast their nets. Although 
common throughout their range, today’s 

northeastern populations of this tern are 

lower than previously recorded. Inland 

populations are suspected to be on 

the decline as well. The upperwings black cap 

and mantle are a darker gray than and nape 
most other similar-sized terns; the 
wing tips are dark; and the short 
tail is not as deeply forked. 
Winter adults have white 
foreheads and crowns past the 
eye, and also have dark bills. 

¢ SONG Low piercing drawn- 
out kee-ar-r-r-r. Also rolling /ee- 
ar-r-r-r, and high slightly grating 
kik-kik-kik. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Coastal and 
widespread inland in breeding 
season. Hovering, it spots fish and 
plunges, knifing into water, earning the 
name “striker” on the mid-Atlantic shore. 
Principally eats small fish, generally between 
34 inches, and some crustaceans. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Often 
nests in mixed colonies with other terns. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 21-27 days by both 
sexes. Young leave nest after a few days, but 
remain nearby. First flight at 22-28 days, but may 
remain with parents at least another 2 months. 
Fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. FIRST 

* POPULATION Common on breeding grounds SUMMER 

and in migration on both coasts; rare in winter on 

southern California coast and 
Gulf Coast. 

¢ CONSERVATION Almost 
completely extirpated in early 
1900s by plume hunters for 
Flight is light, buoyant and direct. Hovers fashion markets. I las largely 
when feeding prior to plunge-diving into recovered since full protection 
water for prey. established in 1913. 


dusky-tipped 


wings 


red legs and feet 


white rump and 
Sorked white tail with 
dark outer margins 


pale gray 
underparts 


FORSTER’S TERN 
Similar in size; paler 
under- and upperparts; 
heavier orange, black- 
upped bill; primaries 
often silver-white 


red bill, usually 
black-tipped 


above, producing frosty 
wing-tips; long forked 
tail, gray-edged on 
inner side. 


ARCTIC ‘TERN 
Similar in size; shorter 
neck; darker gray 
under- and upperparts; 
white cheeks; red bill 
without black tip; paler 
Wing-tips. 


Lined with vegetation and debris, including grass, shells, and seaweed # built by 


4 both sexes ¢ 1-3 buff to cinnamon-brown eggs, generally heavily spotted and 
overlaid with shades of dark brown and black; generally wreathed; oval to 


Shape -»¢- LOCATION gummms syiey 
aie dele subelliptical, 1.6 inches long. 


Habitat sa 9. aan Nex Migration Migratory Weight 4.2 ounces 


TIME LOCATION __ incall — ak 


’ Sexes similar 
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Family |) ARIDAE 


ARCTIC TERN 


Distinguishable from similar 

terns by its short red bill, 

neck and legs, the Arctic ‘Tern 
sometimes appears to huddle 

on the ground. It is perhaps the 
champion long-distance migrant 

of the world, nesting in the Arctic 
and wintering in Antarctica during 
their summer, traveling an annual 
distance of more than 25,000 miles. 
In flight, note the translucent 
flight feathers with a narrow 
trailing black border on 

the primaries; gray 
underparts; and deeply 
forked tail. Winter 

adults have white 

foreheads and crowns to | 
the back of the eye, and 

dark bills and feet. 

Juveniles have white 
foreheads, and silvery white 
secondaries and outer coverts. 
¢ ISONG Calls include a throaty 
tr-tee-ar and a shrieking kee-kee, 
similar to Common ‘Tern, but higher and harsher, with emphasis 
on second or third note. Alarm call sounds like a brief 4ee-kahr. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Often observed hovering 30-40 feet above water 
while searching for prey. Plunge dives to catch fish. Eats small 
fish and marine invertebrates, including small crustaceans. Very 
defensive at nest, often flying out and striking intruder while 


medium gray 
upperparts, mantle, 
and wings 


JUVENILE 


black cap 
and nape — FIRST 
white rump and SUMMER 
deeply forked tail 
with gray outer 
margins 


white 
c hee °RS 


somewhat 
short, deep 
red bill 


pale gray 
underparts 


FORSTER’S ‘TERN 
Similar in size; longer, 
orange, black-tipped 
bill and orange legs and 
feet; white underparts; 
frosty wing-tips; forked 
white tail with dusky 
inner margins; rarely 
seen well offshore. 


short red legs 
and small feet 


COMMON ‘TERN 


DATE 


continuously vocalizing. Often follows fishing vessels. 


@ BREEDING Monogamous. Pairs or colonial. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 20-24 days by both sexes. 
Semiprecocial young leave nest 1-3 days after hatching to hide 
nearby. First flight at 21-28 days. Young remain with parents 
additional 30 to 60 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 


Buoyant graceful flight with nearly 
constant wing beats. Hovers above prey 


before plunge diving or dipping to surface. 


® POPULATION Common to 
fairly common on breeding 
grounds. Casual to uncommon 
well offshore during migration. 
Steadily declining on southern 
end of breeding range along 
Atlantic Coast. 


Slightly stockier; flatter 
crown; longer neck and 
long red, black-tipped 
bill; shorter notched 
tail; dusky gray wing- 
tips above and below. 


_} Vegetation lined with debris, occasionally grass and shells ¢ built by both sexes 


* |~3 buff to pale olive eggs, blotched with black and brown markings; oval to 


Shape se LOCATION mee sis KEE 


TIME 


subelliptical, 1.6 inches long. 


Migration \ 4; gratory 


LOCATION 


Weight 3.8 ounces 
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| Length 14-15 inches | Winéspan 30 31 inches 


FORSTER’S TERN pf 


Frequenting inland marshes as well as the black cap 
coast, this widespread tern feeds and and nape © 
flocks with other terns. It can be 
distingushed by its long tail and 


milY LARIDAE 


awd 


orange-red bill. In flight note the pale gray Sg oP bill 
e = . 0 fe wh -f 
pale frosty wing tips, white upperparts with dark tip 


rump, and deeply forked 


snowy white 
underparts 


-e orange-red legs 
and feet 


long deeply forked 
gray tail with white- 
trimmed outer margins 


gray tail with ReTD 
h; rene ng eae ey COMMON ‘TERN 

white outer margins. Winter plumage shows du Shorer less and bill: 
yellow feet, a dark bill, and a white head with a y dark wing tips; white 
black patch through the eye and ear. Juveniles are tail with dark non ) 
oe z is ° arg ew =I 2 : 
like winter adults but have a shorter tail, a ginger etna a nga a 
| : and juveniles have 
crown, and darker upperwings. 


white forehead and 


»@ SONG Throaty nasal £/-ar7, za-a-ap, oF xrUurrr, JUVENILE forecrown; dark 
frre : ; : : . : ° shoulder; dark eye 
with nighthawklike quality. Also gives piercing patch iiinedtaapes 
kit, kit, kit Cry. higher-pitched call. 
-@ BEHAVIOR Catches insects in flight. Eats BF ARCTIC TERN 


Shorter red bill without 
dark tip; shorter legs; 
gray underparts; gray 


_ dragonflies and other insects. Hovers above water, 
, then plunge dives for small fish. Dips to water’s 


_ surface to catch floating insects, keeping its WINTER bcanittteaial while: eaneeeed 
“feathers dry. PLUMAGE with white face; white 
»® BREEDING Monogamous. Loose colonies. oe at “ 

; e NESTING Incubation 23-25 days by both sexes. underwing with black 
-Semiprecocial young leave nest after a few days but tended by trailing margins. 


both sexes until able to fly. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Common. 
Declining in some areas 
because of loss of marshlands. 
®¢ CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to habitat loss to 
agriculture and development in 
draining of wetlands. 


Shallow slow graceful strong flight with 
body moving up and down. Hovers over 
water prior to diving for prey. 


Atop floating dried reeds and lined with grass and reeds; in mud or sand and 
| lined with bits of shells and grass; sometimes uses o!d grebe nests or muskrat 
houses ® built by both sexes ¢ 1-4 olive or buff eggs with brown or olive 


Shape Me $4. -28 Abandoned nests 
Location HAA PR tex 


MAE? Sexes similar | Habitat ye i ces Nem =| Migration Migratory Weight 5.6 ounces 


ATE TIME LOCATION 


splotches and sometimes marked with dark brown lines; oval to short elliptical, 
1.7 inches long. 
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Family | ARIDAE 


x Vr ~\ 
LEAST TERN 
‘The smallest North American tern has a graceful 
airy flight. Like other terns, it is very protective of 
its nest and will divebomb intruders, screeching 


black cap 


and nape 


and releasing droppings. ‘he female ts similar to 
the male but smaller. ‘he small size; yellow- 
orange bill, legs, and feet; black lores, crown, 
and nape; and white forehead distinguish this 
species. Winter adults show a dark bill and 
dusky-streaked whitish crown. Juveniles are 
similar to winter adults but have darker 

outer wings and a dusky carpal bar on the 


i . black 


lores 


leading edge of 


parents gray upperparts. e—— ghee 
the inner wings. yellow bill 
with dark tip 


white underparts 


deeply forked tail 


orange-yellow legs 


black wedge on 
outer primaries 
, Ste ae as zm at 
e SONG Piercing £/p, kip, a 2 BS 
kip or rapid repeated k7d-ik, kid- ime eS ‘* 
ik. Also makes a grating %7~e-¢-¢-¢p. ae 
JUVENILE FIRST H 
© BE / Catches food in bill in fli / swoopi ; . 
EHAVIOR Catches food in bill in flight by swooping down SUMMER 
to surface or by diving. After catching prey often swallows it ‘a 
while flying or brings it to nest. Eats small fish, crustaceans, and 
sand cels. Hovers prior to plunge diving. ' 


_ 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Occasionally solitary. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 20-25 days by both sexes (female juncenles have Oak 


OR ae Ketch nn : ; : : bill; dusky crown and f | 
egins incubation, male finishes it). Semiprecocial young leave Gag patch Carkes : 
nest a few days after hatching, hide nearby, and are fed and a mantle; darker legs 
tended by both sexes for 60-90 days after first flight. First flight and feet; larger; tail 
at 19-20 days. 1-2 broods per year. docidhaats ic Rana 
® POPULATION Fairly common but local in the East and on the 
_ Gulf Coast. Some decline in 
ip ¥ | interior, Mississippi Valley, and 
Flight Pattern ms! SSID PE Vanes 
—— on southern California coast. 
© CONSERVATION Some | 


populations considered 
endangered due to human 
disturbance of nesting areas. 


Buoyant, graceful, fast, smooth flight with 


rapid airy wing beats; more rapid wing 


beats than any other tern in range. Hovers 


bricfly before dipping down to seize prey. 


Sometimes lined with pebbles, grass, and debris © on ground in sand or 
sometimes on roof ¢ built by female ¢ 1-3 buff to pale green eggs with black, 
gray, or brown markings; oval or subelliptical, 1 x 1.4 inches. 


Weight 1.5 ounces 


a 
le | 
1a | 
wn | 
el 
— 
=. | 
| 
| 

jak 
ra} 
& 
ef 
f 


Migration Migratory 


> 


TIME LOCATION 
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| Length 1315 inches | Wingspan 29_32 inches 


ALEUTIAN TERN = 


First discovered in 1868 on Kodiak Island, this tern was not spotted 
on the Aleutian Islands until 1962, despite its name. ‘The Aleutian 
‘Tern often flocks with Arctic ‘Terns and sometimes can be seen 
off the coast of British Columbia in spring. Its mantle and 
upperwings are darker lead-gray than other terns of the 
region and contrast with the white underparts, short 
tail, and rump. It has a black crown, nape, and 
lores and a white forehead; the trailing edges of 
the secondaries produce a dark gray bar 
bordered with white. Juveniles have 

brown upperparts with buff feather 

edging and a reddish bill, legs, and black cap 


white trim on 
inner edge of outer 
primaries produces 
window effect 


feet. Winter adults show white and eyeline —_——e dark subterminal 

streaking on the crown. whit bar on secondary 
ae white light feathers 

¢ SONG Whistles drawn- forehead ght fs 


out /wee-ce-ee. Also calls chif- 
chif-chu-ak and gives 

hoarse un-ternlike /¢e-a7- 
r-r that sounds more like —p/ack bil 
a shorebird’s call. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Eats 
crustaceans, small fish, 

and insects. Usually 

hovers while flying and 

dips to water to pick up 
food. Often nests in colonies 
with Arctic Tern. Very 
defensive in colonies, often 
aggressively attacking intruders. 
Follows fishing trawlers. Little 
known about behavior on 

£ wintering grounds. 


_—® gray underparts 


~—~e forked white 
tail 


blackish legs 


and feet 


white throat 
and chin 


> 


thin white terminal 


bar on secondary | Cincher Ried 
Slight feathers Gta ee 


ARCTIC ‘TERN 
Black forehead and 
crown extend onto 


pale underwing 


¢ BREEDING nape; red bill, legs, and 
) F es feet; pale underwing; 
, Un } > | 2 
» Monogamous. Colonial. lacks dark bar on 

¢ NESTING Incubation 22-23 days secondary tips; pale 


gray upperparts. 


_ by both sexes. Young semiprecocial; first 

flight at about 25-31 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Uncommon 
to locally common on breeding 
grounds in summer. Casual in 
spring migration off British 
Columbia coast. 

® CONSERVATION Nests 
sometimes disturbed by 
predators and humans. 


Strong direct flight with graceful deep 
wing beats often high above water. Often 
hovers before dipping to water for food. 


Lined with plant matter, including moss and matted grasses @ on ground near 
water ® built by both sexes @ 1—3 olive to buff eggs with heavy dark brown 
markings; ovate to elongate ovate, 1.7 x 1.2 inches. 


Shape —> Location gee gescg 


‘Habitat an aan Migration Migratory Weight 4.2 ounces 


TIME LOCATION 
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Perera Ty. i ; i j 
| Family | ARIDAE | Species CA/idonias niger 


BLACK TERN 


Length 9_1() inches Wingspan 2()_24 inches 


A black-bodied tern that prefers to breed and nest in 
the inland marshes of the North American prairie 


country but winters at sea. It is distinguishable by 
its overall black breeding plumage, gray upperparts, 
and dark red legs and feet. Its head and underparts 


turn white in winter and produce a strange-looking 
pied bird in late summer as winter molt 
begins. Winter adults have a black crown 


with an attached ear patch, a white black head 
@ and neck 


broad wings e— 
short notched 
dark gray 

_® fail 


collar, and a dusky black side 
bar. Juveniles are similar 

to winter adults 
with brownish 
mottling on 

the back and a 
dark carpal bar. 
¢ SONG 
Drawn-out 
squeaky ka-sheek 
and abrasive &7k- 
kik-kik, 

¢ BEHAVIOR 
In summer 
prefers inland 


“Ng uniformly pale 


gray underwings 


black bill 


dark gray 
upperwings 


lak 1 fr ; black 

akes and freshwater underparts aa 
marshes. Hovers to spot = 
insects. Catches insects in air or a 
swoops down to water or ground to pick up with bill. JUVENILE WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


Plunge dives on occasion. Eats mostly large flying insects but 
also takes spiders, small fish, crayfish, and small mollusks. 
Kollows people tilling soil and feeds on disturbed insects. Se en eta PE 
7 WHITE-WINGED ‘TERN 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Dark red bill; black body 


¢ NESTING Incubation 17—22 days by both sexes. ons nae 

& cartinrecuiall <i | A aa +. ¢ white upperwings and 
ocmMIprecocia youn marie nest after 2—3 days but remain in underwing flight feathers; 
nearby grasses. First flight at 19-25 days, but may be fed by white rump; slightly 
both sexes for up to 2 additional weeks. 1 brood per year in notched white tail. 


most regions; 2 broods per year in the South. 
@ POPULATION Common to 

Flight Pattern fairly common in the East; 
common in middle and western 
parts of range; uncommon to 

| rare on the West Coast. 
Buoyant direc t flight with deep rapid wing ° Ce INSERVATION Has 
Beuts. Movers for tascets. Uneven Toranine declined inland and on the East 
flight with much stopping and starting. | Coast from wetlands drainage. 


Dried reeds, stalks, and grasses ¢ on floating dried vegetation ® built by both 
sexes © 2-4 light buff to olive eggs with black, brown, and greenish buff 
blotches, usually wreathed; oval to long oval, 1.7 x 1.2 inches. 


Habitat ss ue No [ Migration Migratory | Migratory Weight 2.3 ounces | 


DATE __ TIME «LOCATION — 


Plumage Sexes similar 


oe 
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Family | ARIDAE j Ryn niger ; | Length 18-19 inches | Wingspan 42_59 inches 


~ BLACK SKIMMER 
This crow-sized bird’s 

_ Spanish name, rayador, is 
derived from the word 

rayar, for its habit of 

making lines in the 

ground by skimming sand 
around the nest with its 

long bill. The Black 

Skimmer is the largest of the 
world’s three species and, 

like them, has unique 
compressed, knifelike 
mandibles, with the lower one 
one-third longer than the upper 
one. ‘This long-winged bird has 
black upperparts, white 


long pointed wings with 


ae white trailing edge 


black 
P- CTO@N 
A 


short forked white tail 
with black central tail 


underparts, a black rump Anshan 
and a slightly notched = 

tail. Winter adults have forehead 

a white collar. = 

Juveniles are similar to bricht red bill : 

winter adults but they with Bk tip ‘e short red feet 


have mottled brown CGH SORES ead laa 


upperparts. Nestlings are 
camouflaged by their buff 


coloring, which blends with the seashore. ‘The lower and upper ee 


mandibles are similar in length until young are almost fully grown. 7 


long lower mandible 


¢ SONG Low throaty bark of sak-kak-kak, kuk-kuk-kuk, or yap-yap-yap. Pairs 


‘ ; JUVENILE 
sometimes sing together, sow-kow or keow-keow. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Crepuscular and partially nocturnal. Often begins foraging in late evening when 
waters are calmer and prey rises to surface. Flies low and skims water with lower mandible to 
locate prey by touch, which snaps the bill shut. Grasps small fish and crustaceans with upper 
“mandible, tilts head, and swallows while still flying. Spends much of day loafing on beaches. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Small colonies. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 21-23 days by both sexes. Semiprecocial young remain in nest area 
~ 23-25 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common in coastal areas. Casual to accidental 
inland; birds are often driven 
there by storms. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to disturbance of 
nesting colonies. Eggs and 
young often trampled by dogs 
or humans, especially runners 


F 


Graceful buoyant direct flight with 
measured wing beats. In perfect 
synchrony flocks wheel, twist, and glide. on beach. 


rp 4 FT LF » ry 
PSE Ldentification | 


Shape go Location mm jsisis FZ 


lumage Sexes similar | Habitat ea coe Migration Some migrate | We'8ht 12.3 ounces 


YATE = TIME___ __ LOCATION 


No materials added * on upper beach above high tidemark ® built by both sexes 


¢ 4-5 bluish white or pinkish white eggs with brown, lilac, and gray blotches; 


round ovate to elongated ovate, 1.3 inches long. 


if 


SOF NORTH AMERICA 


ee 


amily ALCIDAI | Species Alle alle | Length 8.5 inches | wingspan 13 inches 


1 he vallest Atlantic aleid, this little auk, with its chubby 

DOG and proportional! large neaqd, I y | and breeds 

ibove the Arctic Circle but winters off the northern 

, ; 9 black head 
\Cl C1 CL.O"d0S A\lchoug Cis a food source TO! NOovl neck @ 

irctic foxes, evrfalcons, some gulls, and even 

large tish, 10 remains abundant 1n Its 

habitat. It has black upperparts ipperparts @ 


white underparts. a short black 


heht the underwings 


@ stubby 
black bill 


s bla 4 Uppe 7 


breast and throat 


© while on remaining 
underparts 


short blackish gray lees ¢ 


Winter plumage ; a 
: and feet set back on bod) 
shows completely white 


underparts with a white stripe curving up toward the top of the head. 


@ SONG Silent at sea. Various shrill chatters and squeaks in nesting colony. 


© BEHAVIOR Dives for food and flies underwater using its wings. Eats 
small saltwater crustaceans and small freshwater fish. Often found at sea in WINTER 
huge flocks. Disperses widely at sea outside breeding season. PLUMAGE 
© BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 24—28 days by both sexes. 


Semiprecocial young stay in nest 26-31 days. Ked by both sexes. COMMON MURRE 
1 brood per year. Much larger; longer bill; 


longer neck. 


a 

® POPULATION Abundant on breeding grounds, where 

colonies may number in the millions. Winters irregularly offshore to 
North Carolina and rarely to 


| Flight Pattern | Florida. Casual inland after 
— wintc! 


storms. 


¥¥ ' | ® CONSERVATION All auks 
| 
| 


are protected by law, but young 
and eggs are still harvested for 


| food. Vulnerable to oil spills. 


Nothing added ¢ on bare ground hidden in crannies of rocky cliffs ¢ 1 bluish 


ov aaah 9 | te or green egg, usually unmarked; oval to long elliptical, 1.9 inches long. 
Nape fas Locatior 5 ] 


| Dittmadea 5 : * - 
| Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat Re Se WS 


ATH TIME LOCATION __ 
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Length 17.5 inches Wingspan 28_3() inches 


Family AL CIDAE 


“ - 
COMMON MURRE 
brownish head long thin pointed 


‘This large-bodied, crow-sized seabird is and throat ® black bill 
one of the most adept divers in the alcid ! 
family and is capable of diving to depths 
of more than 240 feet. Like all murres 

_ its pear-shaped egg ts adapted to turn 

_ inacircle rather than roll off the 

_ precipitous cliffs where these birds 

| nest. It has dark sooty brown 
upperparts, including the neck 

and head; a long thin black 

bill; and white underparts. Wink id 
Some Atlantic birds have a hrown 
narrow white eye ring and upperparts, 
stripe extending behind eye, 
but most East Coast birds and 
all Pacific Coast birds lack the 
eye adornment. Winter and 
juvenile birds show a white 
throat and cheeks and a black 
postocular stripe. 


e@ while eye ring 


© thin stripe leads 
from eye to cheek 


= © while underparts 


a 


white-trimmed WINTER 


¢ SONG Silent at sea. In trailing edee on ig WINDAG: 

flight makes soft murrrr innerwing sani cil 

sound. On nesting ground re 

makes various low growling ~~. : 
sounds, arrrrrrrrrrhh. & J RON Lae URES 


Shorter, thicker bill 


¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Forms 
large rafts on water. Feeds in flocks, 


arched at tip with 


narrow white line along 


; a ; : a eA ; gape; white of 

) diving and swimming for food. Can stay cls anaes 

: . Fksst ni hs underparts rises to sharp 
| underwater for 60 seconds. Carries fish peak at throat © winter 

; lengthwise in mouth and sticks out tail while flying. Eats mostly birds have darker face 


various fish but also takes marine invertebrates, including SLES eke 


shrimp and squid. Droppings from huge colonies provide 
important fertilizer to food chain of surrounding waters. 


postocular stripe. 


RAZORBILL 


Larger head; deeper 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. a bill; more pointed tail; 
¢ NESTING Incubation 28-33 days by both sexes. PC MIsGher- uppetpatts 


e Atlantic range. 


Semiprecocial young stay in nest 19-21 days, then leave colony 
and accompany adults in water while completing development. Fed 
by both sexes. ‘Typically 1 brood 
per year. 

¢ POPULATION Abundant off 
West and East Coasts. 

®¢ CONSERVATION All alcids 
Strong flight on rapidly whirring wings. protected by law, but sul ; 

Low over water near colonies. High for vulnerable to marine oil spills. 


long distances, often twisting and turning. 


No nest materials ¢ on bare ridge of cliff; sometimes placed against pebbles held 
4 together by droppings to guard egg from rolling off ledge ¢ 1 white, green, blue, 
or brown egg with dark brown spots and blotches; spindle-shaped or clongated 


pyriform, 3.2 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat me ren aoe Migration Nionmigratory | We'8ht 2.2 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION __ — 7 — 
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| Family AL CIDAE Species (p44 lomvia Length 18 inches | Wingspan 2832 inches 


THICK-BILLED MURRE 


short thick black bill with 


| " 1 . . | 
| Although considered one of the most common white line on cutting ede | 
| seabirds in the Northern Hemisphere, the ‘Uhick- of upper mandible e 


billed Murre is threatened by fishing practices 


| . eae 
| and pollution. It is sull much more numerous 
| than its close relatives, the Common Murre and 


Razorbill. Its bill is shorter and broader than 6 Black dead nue wok 


hat of the similar Common Murre, and 
sooty black 


most birds sport a narrow white line upperparts ’ 
e@ white chest rises to a 
point on black throat 


along its gape. In winter, white 
chin and foreneck extends 
onto the face to just under 
the eye. Juveniles are 

similar to winter 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 

: st 
Similar Birds 


wes 
Vl 


adults but have 


COMMON MURRE 
browner upperparts. et ea 
Longer, thinner bill; 


. e lark yellowish 
e SONG Silent at 4.7... 


brown legs and feet lacks white gape line; 
sea. Noisy around 


white of upper breast 


; . ; meets throat in 
breeding colonies. Call sounds 


. inverted U; occasional 
like avr or arra in a deep hoarse voice; white eye ring; brown 
similar to Common Murre but harsher and lower. upperparts * in winter 
. ‘ ‘ : F : ; shows more white on 

© BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Forms large rafts on water. Stands 


_ face and dark 
upright on rocks like a penguin. Forages while swimming, 


postocular line. 


sometimes diving as deep as 200 feet and using wings to “fly” 


RAZORBILL 
underwater. Eats fish, crustaceans, marine worms, and squid. ‘Thicker, arching bill 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 28-35 days by both sexes. 


Semiprecocial young stay in nest 16-30 days; leave colony when 


with vertical white line 


across it near tip; 
longer tail © darker 
face In winter 
e Atlantic range. 


about a third grown, and remain with parents. Fed by both 
sexes. | brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common to 


Flight Pattern abundant on breeding grounds. 
Casual, widely dispersed, off 


coasts rest of year. Declining. 
® CONSERVATION Affected 
by oil spills, marine pollution, 


Aa le ee teats | 


Strong rapid flight low over water on short . 
whirring wings, often with much twisting and entanglement or drow ning 


and turning of body. Groups fly in lines in commercial fishing nets. 


5 


Nest Identification 


No nest material ® 1 whitish, tan, blue, or green egg with brown and black 


=e ar 
markings; spindle-shaped or elongated pyriform, 3.2 inches long. 


Migration Nonmigratory 


DATE TIME __ : a LOCATION ss 


Location % 
Ay 


Shape 


de 


aes 
| 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat aaa swe Weight 2.1 pounds 
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Family ALCIDAE Spectes Cupphus grylle Length 12-14 inches | Winespan 23 inches 


ip i Sera 
Plumage Sexes similar / 


BLACK GUILLEMOT 


A shoreline inhabitant, the Black Guillemot is usually 
observed closer to shore than most other alcids, 
especially in the North Atlantic. While its population 


is widely dispersed, it is not as gregarious as other 
birds in its family. Black Guillemots sometimes can 
be spotted coaxing their young to fly off cliffs, 
dangling prey just beyond reach for encouragement. 
In flight note the large white wing patch, white 
axillaries, and white underwing linings. ‘The 

inside of this bird’s mouth ts bright coral 

orange. Winter adults and juveniles are 

white with mottled black upperparts. 

¢ SONG Weak, high-pitched 
whistle of pecee. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Not 
gregarious but may occur in 
small flocks; usually in 

pairs or alone. Eats rock 

eels, small fish, mollusks, 
crustaceans, insects, 
marine worms, and 
some vegetation. 

Often surface dives 
30-100 feet 

underwater to forage 
for food under loose 
stones while 

swimming with wings. 
In flight flashes white 
patches and dangles red 
feet behind tail. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Semicolonial to 
colonial (colonies of only a few pairs). 


@ black bill 


© black plumau 


large white 
shoulder patch @ 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


PIGEON GUILLEMO'1 


: Dusky wing linings and 
¢ NESTING Incubation 23-39 days by both sexes. ie. axillaries; black bar on 


Semiprecocial young stay in nest 35 days. Fed by both sexes. ; white shoulder patch. 
1 brood per year ; , e Pacific Coast range. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common on breeding grounds; disperses 
after breeding. 
Flight Pattern 


® CONSERVATION 


Introduction of predators to 
Direct flight with rapid wing beats low 


nesting areas poses danger, 
but birds still numerous, 
Geographically dispersed 
nesting areas help offset the 
threat. Vulnerable to oil spills. 


Over water. 


a Nest Identification 


Shape 3 Location 9% m= 
LY -2 zB, 


Made of debris and small stones ¢ often near driftwood @ built by both sexes 


e |—2 white eggs, sometimes tinted with bluish yreen, with black, brown, 


and gray markings; long elliptical to pyriform, 2.3 inches long 


Migration Mose do not migrate _ | We#ht 14.3 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Habitat aaa ae 


~~ 
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BE 


| Species Cepphus columba | Length 13 14 inches | Wingspan 23 inches 


| Family AT CIDAI 


PIGEON GUILLEMOT 


[his western species, like other ilcids, 
“flies” underwater as it searches for food 
swimming with its wings. During breedins 


season flocks of these birds participate tn « 
complicated water dance, gathering in lines 
above the water, then diving under the 
surface and playing tag with one 
another. Uhis coastal species often 
! ae 
can be spotted from shore. Look 
for the large white wing patch | 
. | black bill ¢ 
bisected by a black bar or 
wedge. In flight the © black plumage 
axillars and underwings 


are dusky gray. Wintet 
@ laree white wing 
patch bisected by 
black bar 


adults are white with 
black mottling on the 
upperparts, hindneck, 
and crown. Juveniles 
| are similar to winte! —, 


idulcts but duskier. 


© SONG Usually 


silent at sea. 


om 
WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


Nesting birds give 
weak hissing 


whistle peceeee. 


¢ BEHAVIOR 
Semigregarious. 


Occurs alone or in ——e reddish 


pairs or small groups. INE ts gn 
Bie hang Been = wg aoe 


Dives underwater to feed on 

small fish at bottom. Also eats 

| mollusks, crustaceans, and marine worms. 
© BREEDING Monogamous. Small colonies or individual. 
@ NESTING Incubation 29-32 days by both sexes. 


Semiprecocial young stay in nest 29-39 days. Fed by both sexes. | lining; solid white 
wing patch. 


BLACK GUILLEMOT 
White underwing 


1 brood per year. L. 


| @ POPULATION Fairly common along northern Pacific Coast from 


Alaska to southern California. 


Flight Pattern : | Winter distribution poorly 


known. 
| mf © ® CONSERVATION Declining 


because of pollution, oil spills, 


and warming climatic trends. 


, | 
often in wide circl wings beatin pid | 


: : eee | 
Nest Identification | \lade of rock chips, pebbles, and debris © on bare rock, in deserted holes of 

} puffins and rabbits, under railroad ties, or on buildings and wharves ¢ built by 

Shape se Pe Location ~ 3 _—— ; oe le vell soo ith er; | 

ace a le ( es ® 1-2 off-white, pale bluish, or very pale yellow eggs with gray anc 


Pa ry | vn blotches; conical to pyriform, rounder toward end, 2.4 inches long. 
| ee — re | | 
Plumage « A0e * 
uMAave Sexes similar | Habitat san ren ae 
| ss = = - 


DATE TIME : : LOCATION 


Migration Nonmigratory | “@'8ht 1.1 pounds 


Family ALCIDAE le 


rea 
L mage Sexes similar 


BIRDS OF 


LONG-BILLED MURRELET 
A close Asiatic relative 
of the Marbled 
Murrelet, the 
Long-billed was fyyg sraight 
only recently black bill 
determined to 
be a separate 
species; It 1s 
larger, has a 
longer wingspan, 
longer bill, and 
some small plumage 
differences. Like 
other alcids, it is an 
adept diver and ts able 

» “fly” underwater by 
using its wings as propelling 
oars. Winter plumage shows white 
underparts, unbroken grayish black upperparts with 
a black cap extending below the eyes, a blackish nape with a 
pair of small paler oval patches, and whitish underwing median 
primary coverts. Juveniles are similar to winter adults. 


whitish chin 
and throat 


lighter brown 
underparts with 
brown barring 


@ SONG Repeated call of meer, meer in flight and on water. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious most of the year. Pairs in breeding 
season. Oceanic. Nomadic. Most numerous on coastal waters 
and bays. Dives underwater from surface to find food. Eats fish 
and crustaceans. Nests far from water in coniferous forests in 
masses of lichen on tree branches. Winters on open seas near 
breeding grounds. Swims well. Runs to take off from water’s 
surface, flying low on whirring wings. Flies high when going 
between nesting and foraging sites. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Little known 
about the breeding biology of this species. 


¢ NESTING Incubation estimated at 27-30 days by both sexes. 
Young semiprecocial; stay in nest estimated 27 days, fed by both 


sexes. | brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Rare to casual throughout North America, 


© CONSERVATION 
habitat due to logging 


and other pollution of the 
Strong fast direct flight, often close to the marine environment. 


water, on rapidly whirring wings. 


dark brown upperparts with 
darker brown barring 


yaa 
WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


especially in fall and winter. 
Vulnerable to loss of nesting 


operations as well as oil spills 
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x | Length 11.5 inches Wingspan 18 inches 


MARBLED MURRELEI 
Breeding plumage 
shows tawny cinnamon 
underparts mottled and 
barred blackish; brown, 
white, and sandy buff- 
marbled underparts; 
dark gray underwings 

* winter plumage shows 
blackish partial breast 
band; black cap 
extending below eyes 
onto cheeks; white half- 
collar extending up to 
sides of nape ® western 
range. 


KIPPLITZ’s 
MURRELE1I 

Shorter bill © breeding 
plumage shows more 
marbled buffy speckling 
on upperparts; white 
outer tail feathers; 
whiter underparts 

® winter plumage shows 
whiter face with white 
extending above eyes 
to sides of crown 


® western range. 


Moss and lichen @ far from ocean, on branch of coniferous tree, up to 


Shape =. 


Location gy. 


LOCATION 


dark spots; subelliptical, 2.4 x 1.5 inches. 


Habitat aan \an OP 9.9 Migration Nionmigratory | Weléht Undetermined 


| DATE TIME 


23 feet above ground ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 1 bluish green egg, with 
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AF ET 


| Family At CIDAE 
| 


Wingspan 16 inches 


Length 1() inches 


SPECIES Brachyramphus marmoratus 


| MARBLED MURRELET 


Its marbled camouflage protects this bird from predators 


during the breeding season. Generally these birds nest 
in the open on the tundra, but farther south they nest in 


trees. When threatened this murrelet will fly rather 
than dive to escape, skittering rapidly just above the 
water. Note the heavy barring and mottling 


dark rufous-brown 
uUppe Tparts @ 

NK 
—_—_e chunky short 


9 dark tail neck 


——_— heavily barred and 
mottled underparts 


Similar Birds . 
KITV TLITZ’S 
7 MURRELE 


Shorter bill; white outer 


overall, the slightly decurved long dark bill, 
slightly capped appearance, and dark tail. It has SA 


; . : } 
creamy pink legs and feet with black webbing. In > 


tail feathers; white 


winter it has dark gray upperparts, white ee above eyes ® in 

underparts from the eyes down, and a white line WINTER n breeding season has 
a: ss : ; = , rhite belly @ i inter 

on the scapulars. Juveniles are similar to winter PLUMAGE ee au planae Mkts 


has dusky breast band. 
adults but have mottled underparts. 


® SONG Often vocal. Gives series of loud high notes, 47¢e or 
meer-meer-Meer- Meer. 


LONG-BILLED 
MURRELET 


‘ r ’ : 2 | ~ Inle ar ‘ ale 
¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious in nonbreeding season. Feeds by Paler throat; small pale 


ae - » ft a, Ta i ; oval patches on sides of 
diving from water’s surface. Beats wings 2—3 times per second 


while underwater to swim as deep below the surface as 100 feet. 


nape; in flight shows 
white median 
underwing primary 


cE coverts ® in breeding 


2 plumage has less rufous 


lkeeds on fish and crustaceans. 
® BREEDING Monogamous. Usually a solitary nester. 


upperparts ® in winter 
lacks white collar. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 27-30 days by both sexes. 
Semiprecocial young stay in nest 27 days. Fed by both sexes. 
1 brood per year. Nests inland in trees south of tundra. 
© POPULATION Common in 
Flight Pattern ” its breeding range; rare on the 
Pacific Coast from southern 


m o California south. 
® CONSERVATION 
Ae ‘Threatened by old-growth 
Swift direct flight with whirring rapid . 


ee a timber harvesting and oil spills. 


and flies low over surface 


Nest Identification 


No material added ® on bare rocks on ground, on limbs, or in cavities of 
evergreen trees ® built by both sexes ¢ I light greenish yellow egg with 


blackish brown spots; subelliptical, 2.4 x 1.5 inches. 


Migration Migratory Weight 7.8 ounces 


DATE _ ss TIME__ _ — LOCATION 
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| Length 9 5 inches 


KITTLITZ’S MURRELET 


Little is known about this bird named after KH. Kittlitz, a German 
scientist who was part of a Russian expedition to Kamchatka. ‘This 
small murrelet summers along the Alaskan coast. Note the short 

bill and extensively mottled underparts. In flight look for the 

white outer tail feathers, white belly, and brownish legs and feet. 
Winter plumage is black and white overall with a black cap, 

white face, white-striped edging on the scapulars, an 

almost completely white collar, and a dark gray 

breast band. Juveniles are similar to winter sandy brown head 
adults but have dusky mottling on with white variegation short dark 


white plumage. brown bill 


brown overall with white, 
buff, and fawn barring, 


sandy brown wing 
= mottling, and marbling 


coverts with buff 


and fawn mottling 
brown tail with white Sed 


outer tail feathers 


brown breast with 
——e white variegation 


en Wivret 
; : PLUMAGE 


¢ SONG Strong loud squawk. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious outside breeding season. Sometimes 
gathers by thousands in ocean and coastal bays. Swims with 
wings when submerged, diving and foraging for food in the cold 
water it inhabits. Feeds on small crustaceans as well as some in tail feathers: less 
& small fish. white on belly @ darker 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Nests inland far 
4 . E ° ‘ in summer ® in winter 
. from the coast on mountains above the tree line. \a w ‘has. parial eollan Black 
¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Incubation most eo __ back of neck; black cap 
likely by both sexes. Semiprecocial young stay in nest cicada de 
2-3 weeks and thought to be fed in nest for the duration. 
1 brood per year. 
Flight Pattern — | @ POPULATION Fairly 
—__—_—_. common but local. Accidental at 
sea and along the West Coast 
south of Alaska. 
¢ CONSERVATION 


Flies up from water rapidly and skims Vulnerable to oil spills. 
close to surface on rapidly whirring wings. 


MARBLED MURRELE1 
Longer bill; lacks white 


more rufous-brown back 


No nest materials © on bare rock well away from ocean, sometimes 18—20 miles 
¢ 1 variable olive, blue-green, or yellow-green egg marked with light and dark 
brown spots, occasionally marked with grays and lavenders; long subelliptical, 


LOCAtION ummm 322% ; 
ans 2.4 x 1.5 inches. 


Habitat 4 aon Nex Migration Nionmigratory | We'8ht 7.9 ounces 


ATE TIME, a __ LOCATION 


1° BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


-emersahee Ee! 


| 
= 


XANTUS’S MURRELET 


ke most aleids this murrelet is found in the warmet! 


Linh 


waters off southern California and Baja, Mexico, rather black cap extends 
helox eye y 


than in the frigid Bering Sea. Family groups and pairs 


live together at sea and are active at night, especially 
| during nesting season. The race breeding off 
southern California shows black extending to beviten aire 
below the eye and a broken white eye ring. eve ring 


The Baja race has more white on its face in 
e@ slender 


if black bill 


a crescent in front of the eve and on the 
ear patch. White underwing linings are 
conspicuous when the bird ts taking 


off from the water’s surface. . 
Wack upperparts @ 


——e white underparts 


@ SONG During nesting season gives high-pitched chattering whistle, generally at night. 
Makes fluting notes year-round. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Usually stays at sea in daytime but moves closer to shore at night. Swims low in 
water, keeping the white sides and flanks beneath the water and the head held aloft on the 
extended neck, unlike other murrelets. Often forages in pairs. Dives and swims underwater 


Similar Birds 
“a CRAVERES MURRELE1 
a Dusky underwing 


linings; partial black 


using wings to propel itself. Eats small crustaceans; while 
nesting eats small fish. When pursued avoids diving unless 


wounded but flushes into rapid flight. 

® BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 

e NESTING Pairs return to same nest site year after year. ails ae ; 
<< y ) breast collar; longer, 

Incubation 27-44 days by both sexes. Precocial young leave nest thinner bill; black 

a few days after hatching by jumping from as high as 200 feet. extends from head to 

; ag ME a . Jer bill. 

lked by both sexes at sea, where they remain in family groups. acaciaiok 

) 1 brood per year but sometimes lays second clutch if first is lost. 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon 
Flight Pattern | to fairly common. Rare in late 
— summer to fall to Oregon; casual 


+t - farther north. 
® CONSERVATION 


@alfvdiece Wicked oh SS k(aé Wit interaile to-polhitian wt 
Switt direct thight with rapid, whirring ; , . . 
| Binste dies emacs sant F¢ marine environments, including 
the wate oil spills. 
Nest Identification 
a. —__}| No material added ¢ in rock crevices, under thick bushes, or on bare ground 
Shape eS ocatior | ® sometimes uses abandoned nests @ 2 (rarely 1) blue or green eggs marked 
shape fe Location am /g | 


vith brown spots or solid brown; subelliptical to oval, 2.1 inches long. 


es Bk | 


ace oa . . - 
[Pama Sexes similar [ Habitat BIR HR 


DATE TIME : LOCATION | 


| Family AL CIDAF | Specles Py yehliboramphus hypoleucus | Length 1() inches | WiNESPAN 16 inches 


% 


| 
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| 
i — —_— — —— 
Family ALCIDAE Species Syarhliboramphus craveri | ©"8h 8.5 inches | Wingspan 13.5 inches 


| CRAVERI’S MURRELET 


Like the similar Xantus’s Murrelet, this small murrelet prefers warm 

waters. Its nesting is restricted to the islands of the Gulf of California 

and Baja but is a regular visitor August through October in the 

waters off southern California. Active at night, this bird often can 

be heard chattering as it romps in its burrow. In flight look for the 

dusky underwing coverts and 

dark spur of a breast band — blackish brown upperparts ne J 
on the otherwise white and upperwing surface @ iris 7 


| 
underparts. It does | 
9 bla V4 Lill 


JUVENILE 


_ not experience a marked seasonal change in plumage. Adults have blackish brown upperparts 
and upperwings, a slightly longer bill, and are pure white below. 

¢ SONG Call is insectlike chattering. Makes harsh trills when agitated. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Frequents open waters and is not usually seen from shore. Eats crustaceans and 
small fish. Surface dives and swims swiftly underwater, propelling itself with its wings to catch 


food. Solitary or in pairs, family groups, or small flocks. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Similar Birds 
] Z : q : 
2° NESTING Incubation 27-44 days by both sexes. Adults lead XANTUS’S MURRELE1 
y : = > poe es : " ‘e White underwing 
| precocial young from nest 1-2 days after hatching to find thei bana whieh 


way down the cliffs to swim. ‘ended by both sexes. 1 brood per 
. year; if first clutch is destroyed, a second may be laid. 


eee 


shorter thicker bill 
® more white on face of 


nn a = ‘ Baja race. 
| © POPULATION Common to fairly common around breeding 


islands. Regular off southern California coast in late summer and 


| autumn; casual in central 
| Flight Pattern California; rare in Oregon. 


e CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to disturbances and 
introduced predators on nesting 
islands and pollution of marine 


Rapid takeoff and low direct flight over environments and oil spills. 
water with rapid wing beats. 


No nest material @ in rock crevices on bare ground under vegetation or rocky 


debris © 2 white, yellow-tinted, olive, or brown eggs with brown markings; 


Shape —¢- Od ba & 


Location eK | z 
0) 


long subelliptical, 2.3 x 1.4 inches 


Migration Weight 5 3 ounces 


Nonmigratory 


IATE TIME LOCATION 


RDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


= Wek oh a UE car ate, 


ramly AT CIDAI | Species Syathliboramphus antiquus Length 1() inches | Winespan 16 inches 


ANCIENT MURRELET 


‘This little auk is named for the gray coloring on its back, thought to 
esemble a shawl worn across the shoulders of an elderly person, | 
ind for the white streaki on the sides of the crown in breeding ; 
plumage, which adds te e “ancient look.” In flight it crooks 
its head upward and shows a black side bar contrasting with 

| the white wing linings and white underparts; legs and feet 
are grayish. Juveniles are similar to winter adults but prince Ae «straw 10 whitish yellow 
have a whitish throat and chin and lack any bill with blackish tip 
white streaking on the sides of the crown and culmen @ 
© SONG Soft whistles and chirps hlack-and | 


/ 


} | } I] y/ / f 
during nesting. Shrill arup WAIME-SITCAREO 


/ i} // 
Fa) . Md] COMUdAT @. 
while at sca. pale slate-gra)\ 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


w A ite 
@ underparts 


© heavy blackish 


mottling on flanks 


e BEHAVIOR Nomadic. Nocturnal on breeding grounds. Dives and 


swims underwater using wings. Eats crustaceans and small fish 


brought to surface by tides. Young raised at sea and recognize parents 
through auditory means. BREEDING 


F PLUMAGE 
| @ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 32—36 days by both sexes. Young 


remain in nest for 3 days, then are led to sea by parents. Not fed MARBLED MURRELET 
in nest. Young are tended by both sexes at sea for 28 days. QM Smaller: black bill in 
1 brood per year. winter has black back 


Y\DI TTO\N . with white line 
@¢ POPULATION Uncommon to common on Aleutians and bordering seapulats 


| other islands in Bering Sea. Winters offshore to central 
| California and rarely to southern California. Casual to accidental 
inland throughout continent. 


| ’ . ® 
Flight Pattern ® CONSERVATION Declining 


atin because of accidental 


tT introduction of rats on nesting 


islands and introduction of 


foxes and raccoons for fur 


5 Hy | | 
‘ f | production. Is vulnerable to 
| _ ‘ ‘ 
| oftshore oil spills. 
Nest Identification . ar 
i> = a ; | ed with dry grass, twigs, and leaves @ built by both sexes ¢ 1-2 light brown 
| oo PS RV olive-brown eggs, sometimes tinged with blue and brown evenly distributed 
| aes = ; 
| | tien 4 


ckles; elongated, 2.3 x 1.5 inches. 


Plumage | Habitat aon -«. ; 2 
| MABE Sexes similar | Mabitat aan sae | Migration Nonmigratory Weight 7.3 ounces 
: EASES ee A ae ee 


DATI riMI LOCATION ___ 
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Family ALCIDAE Species Pryhoramphus aleuticus | ‘°° 9 inches | Wingspan 13.5 inches 


CASSIN’S AUKLET 
After hiding by day on its breeding islands, this bird is 

busy at night, constructing burrows for its nest or light yellowish 
renovating a used one. ‘The male and female take 
turns digging, stopping to bow to one another. It 
may take sixty days to dig a new burrow. One of 
the most widespread and abundant of the 
northeast Pacific alcids, it is a chunky little 
seabird with brownish gray upperparts 

and paler gray-brown underparts. 


CVES 


darker gray- e 


white crescent 
brown head 


e@ patch above eye 


At close range the short dark gray back @— ‘ short stout 
thick bill shows a light and upperwings black bill with 


white spot on hase 


spot at the base. In flight at Iaeroimdie 


the underwings are 
gray-brown, and the 
belly is whitish. 
Juveniles are 


e@ mostly gray-brown 
overall, with paler 
underparts 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


lighter in color 
with dark eyes, whiter 
throats, and browner wings and tails. 


rounded wings 


e * Sile P e< SS yakenic eR ais a -_ eee, 
SONG Silent at sea. In breeding colonies, this bird gives a SA NDENE-AaF RUSE 3 


faint croaking kreek. © Summer only 
¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious throughout the year. Nocturnal S DlGwner citer WEY; 


: ; : : a ‘ i longer, thinner bill; 
' during breeding season. Highly pelagic. Feeds far offshore, 


often in large flocks. Forages for food in deep waters, diving 
120 feet or more below the surface and using wings to swim 
while submerged. Feeds day and night on planktonic 
crustaceans, small fish, and squid. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. a foe ; 
. in winter in southern parts ot 


¢ NESTING Incubation 37-42 days by both parents. Young its range, Cassin’s Auklet is the only 
semiprecocial; stay in nest 37 days, fed by both parents through small grayish brown alcid. 
regurgitation. Occasionally 2 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common to 

Flight Pattern abundant in its range. 
®¢ CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to oil spills. 
Declining local populations due 
to introduction of predators to 


longer pointed wings. 


LEAST AUKLET 
Red bill; black back: 


variegated white-and- 


gray underparts; wide 


breast band. 


Rapid direct flight very low on short : ; 

; tae ae Eee 
rounded wings. Rises swiftly from nesting sites. 
surface after pattering across water. 


No materials used ® built by both sexes ® 1 creamy white egg, sometimes 


tinted blue or green, becoming nest-stained; ovate, 1.9 inches long. 


Shape oe io Od Location usms 


lumage Sexes similar |Habitat aan ~en sue Migration Northern birds migrate | W&'84t 6.6 ounces 


DATE == WME. eee LOCATION 


ey 2S EY EE 


| F 


DATE TIME — LOCATION 


> 7006 : 5 a a 
Plumage Geyes similar | Habitat san se 
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amly ALCIDAE | Species Avrhia psittacula | Length 10 inches | Wingspan 15.5 inches 


PARAKEET AUKLET 


\ shy and rather solitary bird, 

VEllOod aE @& 
this is the only red-billed auklet = p/yme extends = civeh cles 
south of Alaska (in winter it from back of head and throat 


; \ ¢ . pole CVE 
inhabits California waters). [he 


planet 
winter plumage shows a dull © broad upturned 


orange-red bill and white deep red bill 


dark slat 


underparts, including the upperpart 


throat. The laterally 
compressed upturned red 
bill, pale yellowish white 
plume behind the pale 
eye, and dark upperparts 


identify this species. 


mottled vray € 
sides © white underparts 
from breast to 


undertaul coverts 


© SONG Usually 
silent. Musical, 


whistling trilled grayish yellow 
legs and leel e 


blackish webbing “(ee 

WINTER 
e@ on feet 
chu-u-u-ee, Chu-u-u PLUMAGE 
CC-€O rIS@S in pitch. 
e¢ BEHAVIOR 


Solitary or in pairs or 


family groups; does not L BAST AUKLE 


occur in large foraging or White throat; numerous 


roosting flocks. Eats jellyfish, white plumes around 
Te: = face; white underwing 
crustaceans, and small fish. Finds some 


‘ ; ; : ; linings; smaller ¢ in 
food while swimming on surface. Adept diver. Nocturnal at breeding plumage has 


breeding sites. In flight travels higher than many other alcids. dark breast band. 


® BREEDING Monogamous. Semicolonial or small colonies; RHINOCEROS AUKLE1 


sometimes solitary pairs or a few pairs; often in mixed colonies In winter some birds 


' have bright orange bill 
with other auklets. 7 7 


: that may appear reddish 
¢ NESTING Incubation 35-36 days by both sexes. at a distance * brownish 


Semiprecoc ial young stay in nest 28—35 days. Fed by both sexes. gray throat and neck; 
: ; larger. 


| brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common. Regular well out to sea along the 
coast down to central California 
Flight Pattern | In winter. 
a ® CONSERVATION 
¥ > Susceptible to introduction of 


predators such as rats and foxes 


I on breeding islands. Vulnerable 
| 1 . F 
| Strong fluccery direct fligh th rapid to oil spills. 
wing | ind ling from side de | 
t — ——_ = — — — = — 
. / No nest materials used @ 1 chalky white to bluish egg; ovate to subelliptical, 


1 inches long 


Ch . | } ry 
»Nape Od Location % 
[*) i om 
| _ Ree 


__| 

ae 
Nest Identification | 
| 


Migration Nonmigratory | “ele 9.1 ounces 


Family ALCIDAK Specles Aerhig pusilla 


Length 6 inches 
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Wingspan 9 5 inches 


LEAST AUKLET 
Common in the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands, 
this sparrow-sized bird is arguably the most 
abundant seabird of the North Pacific. It 
is the smallest and one of the most 
gregarious members of the alcid 
family. Pairs often mate for more 
than one season. ‘The 
combination of its small 
size, white throat, and 
dark breast band in 
summer are diagnostic. 
In flight it shows 
— white underwing 


white auricular 
plume behind 
whitish CVC e@ 


sooty black 
upperparts @ 


while scapulars 
form white bar 
on folded wing e— 


coverts and white- 
tipped primary flight 
_ feathers. Winter adults and 

» juveniles have white underparts and 
lack the white plumes behind the eyes. 


bluish gray legs 
and feet with 
black webbing 


¢ SONG Utters clear soft whistle. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Gathers in huge numbers (up to a 
million) at some breeding colonies. Forms large roosting rafts at 
sea. Kats crustaceans and other zooplankton. Makes shallow 
. dives for food, swimming with wings underwater. 
‘¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 
» © NESTING Incubation 28-36 days by both sexes. 
_ Semiprecocial young stay in nest 26-31 days. Fed by both sexes. 
1 brood per year. 

© POPULATION Abundant around nesting islands and cliffs in 
North Pacific and Bering Sea. 
Estimated at 9 million in the 


inland and to southern 
California area. 

© CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to introduced 
predators and oil spills. 


Very swift direct flight with fluttering or 
vibrating wing beats low over water. 


late 1980s. Accidental elsewhere 


bristly white feathers 
on dark forehead 
e@ and lores 


© stubby red bill 
with white tip 


mottled grayish 
© black breast band 


white underparts 
sometimes mottled and 
_® blotched with gray 


black webbing 


9 on feet 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


PARAKEET AUKLET 
‘Thick red bill; lacks 

white whiskers on face 
and white throat; larger 
¢ in winter lacks white 
scapular bar. 


MARBLED AND 
KITTLIVZ’S 
MURRELETS 
Nonbreeding birds are 
larger and have slender 
dark bills and dark eyes. 


LOCatiON mms jisisis rg 
4 


On bare ground or pile of pebbles sheltered by 


¢ 1 white egg, usually nest-stained; ovate to subelliptical, 1.9 x 1.2 inches. 


ridge of cliff or large rock 


rIME 


LOCATION 
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Wingspan 11 inches 


Length 7 inches 


| WHISKERED AUKLET white eye 


[he rarest and least-known of all 


[ Family ALCIDAE Species Avrhia pyymaca 


auklets is shy and most active at 


‘ : ; dark slate-gray e 
night, especially during breeding honed 


season. Named for the three 
white whiskers on each side of 3 thin white e 


its face, this auklet spends whiskers on each 
side of face 


long, thin, 
forward-curling 
black crest on 
forehead 


most of its time on the open 
seas, preferring to hunt in 
2 dark slate-gray 


es MH . ae - |. ~_oOT: 
riptides. It has a slate-gray siberharis« 
\ 


body overall, with a darker thick stubby 
reddish bill with 


white lip 


head and upperparts and paler 
underparts. ‘he head bears a 
loose, forward-curling dark 
crest and three white plumes 


on each side of the face (two ——e gray underparts 


merge into whitish 


in front of the white eye 
gray on lower belly 


and one behind it). Winter 
birds are paler with shorter 
plumes and a darker bill; 


: E roe short 
juveniles are similar but 


rounded wings 
lack head plumes. 


¢ SONG Call is 
piercing cry. Garrulous. 
¢ BEHAVIOR 
Nomadic. Primarily 
nocturnal around Seg 
breeding colonies. 
Pelagic. Makes small 


short grayish 


feet and legs WINTER 
i PLUMAGE 


black % 
webbing 
between toes 


light gray 


leaps from water before 
| undertail coverts 


diving for food. Swims 
with wings underwater and steers with feet. Often feeds in 
turbulent waters. Kats small crustaceans, marine worms, and 


mollusks. Often dives directly into water from flight. CRESTED AUKLET 
Larger; lacks white 
‘ — whiskers on face; 

with other auklets and storm-petrels. darker belly; darker 


® NESTING Incubation 35—36 days by both sexes. Re aS: 
Semiprecocial young fed by both sexes from throat pouch. First 
flight at about 40 days. 1 brood 

Flight Pattern per yeat. 

@ POPULATION Locally fairly 

common to common. 

® CONSERVATION 

‘Threatened by oil pollution and 

Direct flight close to water with rapid human disturbance. 


buzzing wing beats 


© BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial; often in mixed colonies 


No nest material @ in crevices of inaccessible, overhanging ledges or on rocky 
shores; under rocks @ 1 dull white egg; pear-shaped or pyriform, 1.9 inches long. 


Shape Od Location a wen Sea | 


~ 4 
a 7 a F | 
Habitat 2am se Nee [ Migration Nonmigratory | Nonmigratory | “e'8ht 4.3 ounces | 


DATE __ a TIME ___ ~-LOCATION 


Plumage Sexes similar 
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Family ALCIDAE 


belt 


CRESTED AUKLET 


N . n . . . 
‘The bill of this gregarious bird 
emits a citruslike aroma, which 
may play a role in attracting 


sooty black 
head 


yellowish 


-© while eyes 


plumed dark = = ss 
a mate. Its stubby shape, crest droops —e pi ad 
quail-like size, and long in face a. 
forward-curling plume have larve, stubby 
engendered the local name orange-red sooty black 


bill with 


‘ : upperparts 
yellowish lip 


of “sea quail.” In breeding 
plumage slightly upturned, 


fleshy bright orange plates orange plates at 
appear on the bill gape and mouth corners 


present a curious grinning 

appearance, and the curled 

head crest and white 

postocular plume are enlarged. paler brownish 
Dusky brown underwing gray underparts 
linings show when the bird ts 

in flight. In winter the crest and 

plume become shorter, and the 

bill turns brown and loses its 

decorative plates. Juveniles are 


similar to winter adults but lack a grayish black 
legs and feet 


. crest or plumes and have a duller 
yellow-brown bill. 


© SONG Garrulous. Loud honking groans 

» and chirps, especially around breeding colonies. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Often forms flocks that 
may include other auklet species. Eats zooplankton, 
- including crustaceans, as well as small fish and squid. Swims 
with wings underwater to search for food. Dives up to 200 feet 
below surface. In breeding areas forms huge concentrations, 
with countless birds wheeling and swirling through the air like 

“ smoke or swarms of bees. 

_ © BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 29-41 days (average 34 days) by both 
sexes. Semiprecocial young stay in nest 27-36 days. Fed by both 
sexes, more by female. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common to 
locally abundant. Accidental 
offshore in winter to the Baja 
California area. 

© CONSERVATION Affected 
by oil spills, pollution, and 
introduction of predators to 
nesting islands. 


WHISKERED AUKLET 
3 white plumes on sides 


of face; white-tipped 


bill lacks orange plates; 
5 

thinner, more erect 

plume from forehead. 


CASSIN’S AUKLET 
Similar to juvenile but 
has darker bill and 


white belly. 


Flight Pa 


Swift buzzing direct flight with rapid 
whirring wing beats close to water. 


No nest materials © 1 white egg, usually nest-stained; oval to short oval, 


2.1 inches long. 


Shape Od -se Location hie ames kis 


‘Habitat pon se Nex Migration Nonmigratory | “ele 9.3 ounces 


IATE _ TIME a4 LOCATION 


MABE Sexes similar 


eS 
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Length 15 inches Wingspan 22 inches 


Family AT CIDAE SPECIES Cory rhinca monocerala 


RHINOCEROS AUKLET 
Named for the unusual hornlike protrusion on its bill 


during breeding season, this bird digs and nests in 


burrows to which it returns each year along with its 
: white facial streaks 


ame mate light it appears puffinlike but : 
same mate. In tight It appears | iffinlik sda Bees Verena cistieies pale yellowish white 
has more pointed wings, a whitish belly of eve and mouth ’ horn on base of 
that blends into a darker breast upper mandible 


and upperparts, and dark dark brown upperparts with 
brownish gray underwings. some buff edging on feathers 
gives scaly appearance @ 


yellow-orange 


Aill 


In winter this bird lacks 
the horn on its upper 


mandible, and the 
© Night smoky brown 


‘olor of its bill and é ; 
color of face and chin 


plumes fade. 


© light smoky brown 
throat, breast, and sides 


Juveniles are similar to 
nonbreeding adults but lack __» black webbing on feet 
the facial plumes and have a 


smaller darker bill and darker eyes. 


grayish yellow 


¢ SONG Mostly silent except on 
legs and feet 


nesting grounds where it is noisy. Gives 
throaty barklike call and piercing screams. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Nomadic. Nocturnal around 
breeding colonies. Eats crustaceans and small fish. Searches for 


PARAKEET AUKLET 
Smaller reddish orange 


food by swimming and diving. Can stay under water for up to 2 sill: oolice thinoak and 

minutes. Feeds far out at sea, most often alone or in a small 3 chest; much whiter 

group, departing colonies at dawn and returning at dusk. In ; underparts; dark slate- 
: Re : ; eer. gray upperparts. 

winter often seen in large numbers close to shore along Pacific 

Coast. Rides low in water with head pulled down, giving a thick PUFTED PUFFIN 


er : Juvenile has more 
short-necked appearance. ; ve 
rounded wings; bill 1s 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Small colonies. larger, more triangular. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 39-52 days by both sexes. 

Semiprecocial young stay 1n 

nest 48-55 days. Fed by both 

sexes. | brood per year. 

‘v - @ POPULATION Common. 

® CONSERVATION 

Vulnerable to introduced 

Fast direct flight with rapid wing beats. predators at breeding colonies 
and to oil spills. 


Nest Identification : 
Made of twigs, moss, and ferns ® at end of old or new burrow 8-20 feet deep 


® built and dug by both sexes © 1 off-white to white egg with brown, gray, or 


Shape oe o Location gp sex ‘ lavender blotches; elliptical or subelliptical, 2.7 x 1.8 inches. 


Flight Pattern 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat aan se 


Migration Nonmigratory | We'€ 1.1 pounds 


DATE __ TIME : ~ LOCATION = 
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Species Wyayercula corniculata 


HORNED PUFFIN 


Named for the fleshy erectile hornlike protrusions above each eye, this 
bird resembles the Atlantic Puffin, its East Coast counterpart, but their 


| 


| Family ALCIDAE 


hn - - 
| wine Pan 22-23 inches 


Length 15 inches 


ranges do not overlap. In flight note the black upperparts and white 
face surrounded by black-and-white underparts that contrast 


Ala k 
e “pperparts 


with the black collar and dark grayish 
underwings. In winter the 


while face 
and cheeks 


horns disappear, the 


black forehead e 


and crown 


fleshy hornlike e——~ 
black protrusion 
extends from 
Lye 10 CTORN 


large triangular 


One blak & % 
| yellow bill with od "A 
; . collar MA ‘ 
orange-red tip ye . 


2) 2 Cane 
wattle at gape and belly 
© ed -0ranee 


| ind orange . \ es 
| a ee white chest & 
| 


» cheeks turn gray, and the bill legs and feet P aoe Me 

| . . . . P 

- becomes darker and smaller. Juveniles are similar to winter JUVENILE WINTER 
adults but have smaller bills without any red-orange. PLUMAGE 


= 4 
¢ SONG Usually silent at sea. Around breeding colonies utters 
} various throaty growls. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Pelagic; winters at sea. Eats vw) ‘TUFTED PUFFIN 
eS : F — Dark lerparts ® 
crustaceans, mollusks, fish, squid, and marine worms. Swims oa ie a sek 
: : . . oe. ; yreeding plumage has 
buoyantly, springing clear of water before diving under. Uses a pale yellow head 
wings to propel itself underwater to catch food. Like other plumes. 
puffins carries multiple fish crosswise in bill back to colony. COMMON MURRE 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Often in mixed colonies | @@ PHICK-BILLED MURRI 
: : Entirely dark head; 
with other seabirds. 


small dark bill; white 


¢ NESTING Incubation 40-42 days by both sexes. trailing margin on 
Semiprecocial young stay in nest 34-40 days. Fed by both sexes. si WLLL 
1 brood per year. 


Flight Pattern 


e¢ POPULATION Abundant to 
very common but local. Rare to 
casual offshore in late spring to 
southern California. 

© CONSERVATION Some 
decline due to introduced 
predators at nesting area, oil 


Strong purposeful direct flight with rapid 
wing beats, often high above water. 


Nest Identification 


Shape PS Location pom 
bet, x Re 


spills, and pollution. 


Lined with grasses, if lined @ in burrow 1—3 feet long or in rock crevices ® built 


by both sexes ® 1 chalky white egg with brown and lavender blotches; round to 


short elliptical, 2.8 inches long 


Habitat pan me Nee | Migration Ni onmigratory | Weient 1.4 pounds 


ad Sexes similar 


IDATE _ TIME LOCATION 
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Le EE oa 


NORTH AMI 


Wingspan 23 


—24 inches 


+} 


| TUFTED PUFFIN 


Ihe largest of the puffins 1s 
distinguished by its odd-looking 


head plumes in breeding season. 


The combination of a massive 


red, orange, and vellow bill: 


long ivory-yellow head tufts; 


white face; and stout black 


body is unmistakable ror 
as OTUNLE-TCd OUL @ 
hough it always nests bie untionnih 
in colonies, it travels oO} 
gray basal 
Upper 
mandible and 
grayish wing linings. yellow ride 


VCCHISA 
and feeds alone at sea. 


as : third of 
In flight birds show 


In winter the plumes 


disappear, the bill 

becomes smaller and duller, 
and the overall plumage 
including the face, becomes 
OTANEE red h vs @ 


Juveniles are 
: aNd feet 


blackish gray-brown. 
smaller and darker and have small 
dull yellow bills. 

e SONG Usually silent at sea. 
nesting colony makes low, throaty growls. 


© BEHAVIOR Nomadic. 


mollusks, 


\round 


Kats crustaceans, 
fish, squid, and algae. Uses wings 
to propel itself underwater, often chasing 


schools of fish. Also dives for prey. Forages 


widely from colony, often traveling far out to sea 


and leaving nesting sites early in the morning for 
the day. Must run across water prior to takeoff. WINTER 
Walks and stands upright. 
© BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Requires headlands or 
islands with soil or peat deep enough for nesting burrows. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 41 days by both sexes. Semiprecocial 
young stay in nest 45 days. Fed by both sexes. Usually 1 brood 
per year, but 2 per year in the South. 

¢ POPULATION Common to abundant in breeding areas of 
northern part of range; 


Flight — 
California coast. 
the East 

® CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to predators in 


beats on rounded wines fren 60-100 teet 


ibove water 


Strong, purposeful direct flig ht with rapid 7v 
4 


[ Family Al CIDAE | Species fyypercula cirrhata E Le ngth | 15.5 inches 


PLUMAGE 


uncommon to rare off southern 
Accidental in 


nesting areas and oil spills. 


@ yellow eyes with 
red orbital ring 


© Jong buff-yellow plumes 
hang from behind eyes and 
run down neck 


e black overall 


HORNED PUFFIN 


i. a Lacks ear tufts; white 
a ‘i 


underparts. ® Pacific 


Coast range. 


RHINOCEROS AUKLEI 
Winter adults and 
juveniles similar to 
juvenile but have 
whitish bellies; grayish 
yellow legs and feet; 
pale eye @ Pacific Coast 


range. 


Nove: No similar species in 
the East 


Lined with ¢g 


1 ® buile by both SC 


rass and feathers ® burrow in soft sand or soil; sometimes in crevice 


‘xes ® 1 chalky white or blue-tinged egg with brown, gray, and 
Shape oe i fev Location ams Pe | lavender blotches; round to short elliptical, 
ad 


2.8 inches long. 


| Plumage 
= 


Sexes similar | 4ab!tat aan ae rex 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Migration Nonmigratory 


Weight 1.7 pounds 
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Family COLUMBIDAE | SpeciesCofumba livia | “8th 13.14 inches | Wingspan 24 25 inches 


ROCK DOVE 


Introduced into North America by Europeans in the 
early 1600s, the Rock Dove ts often called homing 
pigeon or carrier pigeon. Early Romans are said to 
have used the Rock Dove to carry the report of 
Caesar’s conquest of Gaul back to Rome, and 
legend says the Rock Dove brought news of 
Napoleon’s defeat at Waterloo to England 
days before messages sent via horses and blue-gray 
ships. Although native to wild rocky overall 
habitats, today these birds are most eo iridescent 

: : _ i feathers on head 
common in urban and rural settings, r : ite A ‘and neck reflect 
and they are still raised in coops : “one oo Si, green, bronze, 
or pigeon lofts. They can vary ; ‘ : ; and purple 
in color from wildtype to 
browns, grays, white- 


——e 2 thick broad bars 
ACTOSS Cath WINE 


- 


gray, mosaics, or pure white, but they 
always show a white rump pattern. 
e SONG Sings a repetitive cooing coo-a- 
100, Co00-r00-Cc000 OK cock-a-war or coo-cuk-cuk. 
¢ BEHAVIOR In wild eats grass, weed seeds, grains, clover, Qe BAND-TAILED PIGEON 
and berries. In cities eats bread crumbs and garbage. Will take West ¢ white bar on 
.. food from the hand, but when frightened claps wings over the nape Dread asaya 
: . band; iacks white rump. 
, back while flying up. Has been known to fly faster than 85 


miles per hour. MOURNING DOVE 


Shirok Gailine toe 
¢ BREEDING Male displays by turning in circles while cooing. ee hite 

Monogamous. rump patch. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 16-19 days by both sexes. Altricial 

young remain in nest about 

27-35 days. Fed by both 

parents. Young thrust bills into 

parents’ mouths to eat 

regurgitated food. 5 or more 

broods per year. 


¢ POPULATION Common, 
especially in urban settings. 


N) , ONT ts a fist 
Vest Identification 


Unlined plattorm of sticks, twigs, leaves, grasses * building ledges, barn rafters, 


even ee TRAIT gutters, sheltered cliff edges, or rocks ® built by female with materials gathered 
i by male ® 2 white eggs, about 1.6 inches long. 
ee ape 


Binage Sexes similar: | "abitat we 0 Migration Nionmigratory | Weléht 13.0 ounces 


TIME LOCATION : Lagi 
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| Family COLUMBIDAE Species Cy /ymba fasciata | ‘©8 14-15 inches | Wingspan 25 inches 


' 


| BAND-TAILED PIGEON 


Reduced in numbers by overhunting, the Band- 


tailed Pigeon has recovered as a result of bans on 
hunting in several states. It is generally is found purplish head e 


in woods and wooded canyons in mountains, 


where it perches for long periods of time in the 


tops of leafless trees. Large flocks often gather 
narro® white band e 


at water holes and salt licks. 
on nape of neck 


@e SONG An owl-like repetitive 00-whoo o1 
whoo-00-whoo. During nesting season male 


utters deep smooth tremulous whoo-whoo 


hoo or two-syllable whoo-uh. 
®¢ BEHAVIOR Not as gregarious as 


some other species of doves and 


yellow bill 
with dark tip 


pigeons, these birds often perch 
in small groups high tn trees on 


open branches. Small flocks purplish 
wings and 
may fly together to water | tae? 


holes or to forage. In 
winter these flocks 
may number several 
hundred birds, 
rarely thousands. 
Flutters among 
branches to 

pick berries. 


—e yellow legs 


© CONSPICUOUS wIde 
dark gray terminal 
band across tail 


Also eats wild peas, grains, 
seeds, nuts, and insects. 

¢ BREEDING Male calls to female from open perch in tree. ser Tees 
Monogamous. Scattered pairs or occasionally small colonies. White seen: _ 

¢ NESTING Incubation 18-20 days by both sexes. Young stay PON” contrasting gray — 
; Lor PE 20) fs : 7 : . band at end of tail. 
in nest 25-30 days. ‘Tended by both parents. Young fed by 

regurgitation of seeds, fruits, berries, and pigeons’ milk. 


Flight Pattern lee 


2—3 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon 
to fairly common; local. 

® CONSERVATION Nearly 
exurpated from overhunting, 
but has recovered with 
restraints on hunting. 


Switt strong direct flight 


Nest Identification 


Flimsy platform of twigs © usually in tree branches or forks 8-40 feet above 


ground ® built by female with materials gathered by male ¢ 1-2 unmarked white 


Location gy, 


eggs, 1.6.x 1 inches. 
FS, 


Sexes similar Weight 12.5 ounces 


| Dp 
| Plumage 


DATE ___ TIME LOCATION 
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| 
Family COLUMBIDAE Species Syepropelia decaocto | “PE 12.5 inches | Winespan 18 19 inches 
) 


EURASIAN COLLARED-DOVE 


This large dove, a native of Eurasia, was introduced into the 

Bahama Islands in 1974. By the end of the 1970s, it had found pale gray-pink 
its way to Florida, where it could be seen feeding in backyard head, neck, and 
gardens, towns, and parks. By the beginning of the new breast e 
millennium this now established exotic had spread up the 
Atlantic Coast to North Carolina, across the Gulf Coast 

to Texas, and up the Mississippi River to 

‘Tennessee, with records in Oklahoma very pale buff 
and Pennsylvania. upperparts 
Although similar to 
other doves 


black bill 


Ye black “half- 
moon” trimmed 
with white on 
nape 


in its habits, this dove is 

less shy around people and 

prefers life in and around human 
habitation. In flight, it shows a two- 


—e pink legs and feet 


Similar Birds 


toned tail, gray base, and white-tipped blackish primaries. _ MOURNING DOovE 
¢ SONG Soft, continual cooing 400-ho000-hoo with emphasis on : Smaller, pinkish fawn 
the second syllable; also a complaining marr: archon ime cuaeeind 
, @ BEHAVIOR Solitary; pairs and family groups, but not in large | re black spot on 
, flocks. Feeds close to houses; trusting of human contact. Eats auriculars; brownish gray 
, mostly grain and seeds. Feeds on lawns, roadsides, feed mills, pat Sarat | 
| * farms, and agricultural areas. with sphite tips and black 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Male gives displays and coos subvemurtal'bandorall 


but two central feathers; 


while perched in tree or roof. hladk-sndtsain uses 


¢ NESTING Incubation 14-18 days by both sexes. Young stay inner wing ® wings make 
in nest 15-20 days, fed and tended by both parents for an wiser sound An anEMt- 
additional week. Up to 6 broods per year in Europe, possibly 
same in Florida. 
e POPULATION Fairly 
common to common. Spreading 
quickly in southeastern US 
cities, villages, and gardens. 
e FEEDERS Attracted to 
Swift strong direct flight on rapidly feeding stations, bird feeders, 
beating wings. . 

birdbaths, and garden pools. 


‘Twigs and dry stalks © in tree, shrub, and balconies or eves of houses, 6—7 feet 
above ground ® male collects materials, female builds ® 2 pure white eggs; oval 


to elliptical, 1.2 inches. 


[Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat@ @ Wo Migration Nionmigratory | We'€t 5.4 ounces 


IDATE TIME LOCATION 
| 
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Species Svyvprypelia chinensis — 


Be | ~ a“ 
SPOTTED DOVE 
A native of Asia, the Spotted Dove was intentionally 
introduced in California and became established in Los 


Family QOLUMBIDAE 


Length 1213 inches | Wingspan 17_19 inches 


Angeles in 1917. From Los Angeles it has slowly spread 

to surrounding towns and cities. Usually seen in 

suburban parks and gardens, this alien dove is 

frequently found living in association with large black-and-white- 
trees, especially eucalyptus trees, themselves spotted band on 


, ; ‘ : hack of neck 
an introduced plant species from Australia. ack of neck 


an gray-brown 
Ihe spotted collar that marks this dove upperparts 


does not show until adulthood. It 
stands with breast 


brown central 


Fs tail feathers 


black bill 


\ 
© /ong rounded 


black tail 
pale grayish to | 

pinkish brown 

underparts 


dark pink 


yrotruding and head tucked 
7 legs and feet 


back. In flight the white-tipped 
outer tail feathers produce a 
flashmark that contrasts with the 
blackish color of the dark tail. 

© SONG Energetic whook-cu-cooo00 or grating coo-crroo000-cooo and coo-coo-crooooo, with the 
middle and last notes being louder than others. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Inhabits residential areas, parks, woods, and 
riparian woodlands. Eats weed and grass seeds, some berries, 
and bread crumbs. MOURNING DOVE 


Las ‘ Pointed tail; black 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 


spotting on wing 


® NESTING Incubation 14 days by both sexes. Young are fed coverts; lacks spotted 
and tended by both sexes. Young fledge directly from nest at 
14-15 days. 1-3 broods per year. 


band on hindneck. 


® POPULATION Common 


Flight Pattern to uncommon and local in 
southwestern California; casual 
elsewhere in region. Common 
in native Asian range. 

@ FEEDERS Small seeds, 


Strong swift direct flight with rapid bread crumbs, and water in 
wing beats 


Nest Identification 


Shape po Location pj» il a> 


DATE a _TIME__ LOCATION 


birdbaths, garden pools, ponds. 


Loose platform of twigs @ in large shrub or tree. 8-40 feet above ground ¢ built 


by both sexes ® 2 white eggs; oval to elliptical, 1.1 x 0.8 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar Weight 5.6 ounces 
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1atica ( Length 1112 inches | Wingspan 17_18 inches 


fer en 
op ECcIes 7, 


Family COLUMBIDAE Species Yenaida a: 


WHITE-WINGED DOVE 

Its distinctive white wing patches set this dove apart from 
other doves and pigeons; when the bird perches the patch Wiiedid dek 
shows only as a narrow white line outlining the bottom of surrounded by 
the folded wing. Often making its home in the desert, tt bare blue skin 
will fly more than 20 miles for drinking water, making 

use of both natural and man-made sources. ‘he reddish purple e 
female is smaller than the male and duller in color. crown and nape 


dark blue 


bill 


e SONG A low-pitched cooing who-cooks-for-you; |. 

ho koo-koo-koo ~ aritdescens 
av : greenish gold on 
¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Sometimes sides of neck @ 
seen in flocks of thousands in the 
West. Eats seeds, grains, and Spends - 
fruits from trees, shrubs, and upperparts 
cacti. Feeds in flocks. 
Obtains drinking water 


black mark 
below ear coverts 


rounded gray tail 
with white 

corners, black- 
trimmed inside 


large white wing 
bars and dark gray 
Slight feathers 


red legs and feet 


from streams and cacti, as 
well as from various man-made 

sources, such as reservoirs, irrigation 
canals, windmill troughs, and cattle tanks. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Small colonies. In display flight, 
» male climbs with clapping wing beats, then glides down on stiff, 
slightly downward-bowed wings. é gl aes 

: Lacks white wing 
¢ NESTING Incubation 13-14 days by both sexes. Young stay patch; longer, more 
in nest 13-16 days, tended by both sexes. 2-3 broods per year. yp * pointed tail; gray-brown 
¢ POPULATION Common in the Southwest; locally fairly si eka 
common in southern Florida; Casual elsewhere. 
¢ FEEDERS Attracted to 
birdbaths, garden pools, and 
bird feeders and feeding 
stations providing small seeds. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Harvested and managed as a 
game species in the western 
United States. 


MOURNING DOVE 


Flight Pattern 


Fairly fast direct flight, but slower and 
usually higher and without the zigzagging 
of the Mourning Dove. 


£72 acd ges 
t Identification 


#) 


Sticks, grasses, and stems of weeds ® cactus, shrub, or low in tree, 4-30 feet 


Location =» ba & b> 


pemeee Sexes similar | Habitat ,> » 9¢@ Migration Migratory Weight 5 4 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION ___ 


above ground ® built by both sexes; male gathers material, female builds 


Shape 2a. 


¢ 2creamy buff eggs; oval to elliptical, 1.2 inches. 
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macroura \“©"8 12 inches Wingspan 17_19 inches | 


‘Cnariac 
| ope Dies: ~ 


Family QOLUMBIDAE eae. 


: 7 small pinkish al 
MOURNING DOVE fawn head + 
A familiar sight across the continental United States y 


and much of southern Canada, this dove can be 
distinguished from similar species by its long 
pointed tail bordered by large white tips on all 
feathers but the four innermost. Young have a 
more scaly appearance to the upperparts and 
more spots on the wings. 


¢ SONG A melancholy ooah-wo0-wo0-woo black 
aes spot on lower 
by male throughout breeding season. ak 


® BEHAVIOR Males aggressively 
defend territories. After breeding 
season, doves gather to roost in 
sheltered groves. Like other 
pigeons and doves, they drink 

by sucking up water instead of 
lifting their heads to swallow. 

¢ BREEDING 
Monogamous. According 
to some research, may 
pair for life. 

e NESTING 
Incubation about 

14 days by both 
sexes. Altricial 

young stay in nest 
12-14 days, fed by 


pinkish fawn on 
neck and underparts 


brownish gray 


black spots on 
upper inner wing 


both sexes. long 

“Pigeon’s milk” is pointed tail 

produced in the 

parent's inp and white tipped EURASIAN — 
regurgitated with outer tail feathers ™ COLLARED DOVE 
seeds held in the ‘3 Long rounded tail; black 
same organ to feed = /*™ collar. 

young. 5—6 broods per year in the South; 2—3 elsewhere. @ WHITE-WINGED DOVE 


a hl . . ° vat L:z hit > 1 
® POPULATION Common and increasing. Have adapted - i ion? 
patches; square tail. 


well to habitat changes by humans. 


® FEEDERS Sunflower seeds, millet, milo, and cracked corn on the 
ground or in platform feeders. 

© CONSERVATION Managed 
as a game species in 31 states in 
the US and protected in the US 
and Canada. More than 30 million 
birds are legally harvested as 
game every year. 


Strong swift direct flight. Often zigzags. 
Wings whistle during flight. 


i} 
I'limsy platform or saucer ® built by female © twigs and sticks gathered by | 
male ¢ 6—50 feet off the ground in tree or shrub * some lay eggs in the 
abandoned nests of songbirds ¢ 2 white eggs; short subelliptical to elliptical, 


Shape gg <> Location # * a 


1.1 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitatee .@ @ ww m si. | Migration Some migrate | Weléht 4.3 ounces 


DATE _ TIME LOCATION — 
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SPECIES Cy/ymbina ince Length 7.58 inches | Wingspan 42_13 inches 
| 


INCA DOVE = 


During autumn large flocks of these small birds can be 

seen huddled together for warmth on clotheslines or 

fences. Choosing to make its home near human oS 
habitation, this tame dove feeds in parks, barnyards, 


‘Family COLUMBIDAE 


gray-buff upperparts 


/ong square- 
ended tail 


gardens, and 

brdbaths. Its 

feathering makes the 
body appear distinctively 
scalloped, and the rufous 
wings often make a 
twittering noise while the 
bird is flying. In flight its 
long tail is brown centrally, 
black laterally with white 
edges, and tipped white on the 
outer tail feathers. 

¢ SONG Monotonous fluted coe-coo 
or whoo-00-whoo, “no-hope.” Also 
conversational cuf-cut-ca-doo-ca-doo. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Pairs or small flocks; sometimes flocks and 
forages with other small doves. Huddles in tiers 2-3 high with 
birds standing on the back of other birds in a pyramid to kee abies 

g hep y P g » GROUND-DOVE 
warm on very cold days. A terrestrial species, it spends much A Shorter, rounded 
». time walking on the ground picking up seeds and grain. black tail with white 
, Sometimes feeds with chickens in barnyards. Prefers open shpallen: ties 
| as scaly; black spots 

ground near water sources. and streaks on 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. OLAS WE 


¢ NESTING Incubation 12-15 days by both sexes. Altricial 
young leave nest after 16 days 
but tended by parent for 
additional 7 days. Fed by both 
sexes. 2—5 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Abundant. 
Expanding to the North. 


Direct flight with rapid wing beats e FEEDERS Birdbaths and 
recorded as fast as 28 miles per hour. 
man-made feeders. 


scaly grayish 
white underparts 


Made of twigs, stems, and leaves ® sometimes lined with grass @ built by female 


with material gathered by male ® in tree or shrub 5—20 feet above ground 


Shape <> gg Location & As Mie | ° 2-7 white unmarked eggs, 0.9 inches long. 


fm Sexes similar },Mabitat gor Migration Nonmigratory | We'éht 1.7 ounces 


JATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family CO,UMBIDAE 


COMMON GROUND-DOVE 


Ihe Common Ground-Dove is about the size of a 
sparrow and often can be scen perched on fences, roofs 
of buildings, and trees. Known as tame, this bird 
sometimes will not fly away until almost stepped 
upon. ‘| he female is grayer than the male and scaly head 
more uniformly colored. In flight this 
small dove has flashing rufous-red brown back and 
primaries and wing linings wings with 

opus brown-black spots 
and a black tail with 


white corners. 


rounded wings show red 
brown primaries and 
wing linings in flight 


dusky black 
hill with 
pink base 


scaly breast 


pinkish brown 
underparts 


stubby 


black tail ee pink or yellow 


legs and feet 


¢ SONG Continual soft melancholy coo-00 or wo0-00, rising on 
second syllable and often for hours at a time. Also soft wah-up. 


¢ BEHAVIOR ‘Terrestrial, walking on rapidly moving short legs fera-PowE 


with head bobbing. Eats seeds of grasses and weeds, waste grain Much larger; longer 
in fields, insects, and small berries off ground. Often frequents : white-edged tail; scaly 


upperparts and 


quiet roadsides in early morning and late afternoon, where it 


: : . : i P underparts. 
may feed and pick up grit. Usually stays in pairs or small flocks. 


ground with little or no materials ® on beach or floor of woods or fields; in low 
bush, stump, or vine; or on top of fence post or tree branch, 1-21 feet above 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. ‘Thought to mate for life. j es fo) 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by both sexes. Altricial Rufous on upperparts; 
young fed by both sexes. Young leave nest as soon as they can tacks sealing; Cant Bil 
fly, at about 11-12 days. 2-4 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Declining in 
recent decades, especially in the 
southeastern states and along 
the Gulf Coast. 
® FEEDERS Will feed on 
seeds scattered on ground or on 
platform feeders. 
Sometimes flimsy platform of twigs and plant fibers or slight depression on 
| 


Shape -se 9g 
ground ® sometimes uses abandoned nest of songbird or other dove species 
Location mm £2¢ , wa pA of 


O75; 


Habitat Qe eB at Migration \/onmigratory 


DATE ____ ___ TIME_ LOCATION = 


@ built by both sexes ¢ 2-3 white eggs, 0.8 inches long. 


Plumage Se 


xes similar Weight 1.1 ounces 
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Family GOLUMBIDAE Species Cy/ymbina talpacoti | “©8' 6-7 inches Wingspan 9_1() inches 


RUDDY GROUND-DOVE 
This gregarious dove enjoys the company 
of other birds. Often, as many as forty 
doves will gather facing the same 


blue-gray crown 
» —@ and nape 


rufous 


direction and pick up seeds ld 

from the ground, moving in grayish 

step with one another. bill with scattered black 
Although primarily a dark tip spots and bars on 
Mexican and Central and adn Ge: lower scapulars 


é : : é ind wing coverts 
South American native, in colored face ae ee 


recent years it has strayed and neck 
into Texas, Arizona, and 

California. In flight, note 

the rufous or brown upperparts, PRA we 
black outer tail feathers, and underparts 
rusty red primaries (compare with 

Common Ground-Dove). 
¢ SONG A woo or woop. 
Sometimes, a soft 
per-woop, per-woop. 


dark gray-brown 
crown, nape, and 
upperparts 


long tail with 
black outer 
tail feathers 


grayish face, neck, 
and underparts 


¢ BEHAVIOR 

| Feeds from ground, FEMALE 
eating seeds; also takes 

| berries. Often seen on 

| roads, possibly gathering grit. 

| Often in pairs or groups of 10-20. Sometimes in large flocks 
with other species, including Inca Dove and Common Ground- 


| Dove. Roosts gregariously in dense foliage. 


COMMON 
GROUND-DOVE 
Scaled appearance 


on head and breast; 
black bill with pink 


_ ® BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. base; brown 
hig ~ “ : upperparts; pinkish 
» @ NESTING Incubation 12-13 days by both sexes; female at sah gi ein 
» night, male during day. Altricial young stay in nest 12—14 days, outermost tail 

fed by both sexes. 2 or more broods per year. feathers narrowly 


tipped white. 


southeastern ‘Texas close to Mexican border. Common throughout 
most of its semitropical and 
tropical breeding range. 

¢ FEEDERS Attracted to 
feeding stations with small 
grain, especially if scattered on 
the ground. Also attracted to 
birdbaths and garden pools. 


Plight Pattern 


j 
¢ POPULATION Casual in the US from southern California to 


Fast low direct flight on flashing 
rufous-red wings. 


; - ‘Twigs and grass ® tree or bush, 3-35 feet above sound ® built by both sexes 


Shape agy Location ge hy @% 


,, Plumage Sexes differ Habitat © 60 Go uw Migration Nonmigratory | Welé%t 1.7 ounces 


DATE a TIME. LOCATION 


¢ 2 white eggs; oval to elliptical, 0.9 x 0.7 inches. 
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Family COLUMBIDAE 


| teneth 11-12 inches | Wingspan 17_18 inches 


WHITE-TIPPED DOVE 
Sometimes called the White-fronted Dove or Wood 
Pigeon, this primarily Latin American bird lives in North 
America in the lower Rio Grande Valley of ‘Texas. Its 
wings make a whistling sound similar to the wings of 
a woodcock when it flies straight up in the air. woken 
About the size of a Mourning Dove but lacking forehead 
its pointed tail, a flying White-tipped Dove brown 
shows a white throat, forehead, belly, Upperwings 
undertatl coverts, and corners on the 
| 
| 
| 


rounded tail. Wing linings and 


axillars are chestnut in color. 
black bill 


white throat 


rounded tail 


gray breast 


white undertail 
coverts and belly 


purple-red feet MOURNING DOVE 
and legs Pinkish gray forehead 
sy and throat; gray 
¢ SONG Resembling a small deep-sounding foghorn in the tins underparts; long 
pointed tail with white 
: . ; . . ; tips on all but central 
® BEHAVIOR Feeds mainly from ground. Eats fallen tree earl feathets, 
seeds, prickly pear cacti, grasses, some cultivated grains such as .. Werneaancss Dove 
corn and sorghum, and large insects such as grasshoppers and da Gray tail with whité- 
crickets. Prefers to walk on the ground in dense understory. tipped feathers (except 
2 sandy brown central 
tail feathers); white 
crescents across wings 


thicket, 00-whooovo0 or hu’? w00 wo0000. 


Walks quickly away from intruders unless pressed into flight on 
whistling wings. Solitary or in pairs; never in flocks. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 14 days by both sexes. Young brooded form white edge on 
and fed by both sexes. Young fledge nest at 14-15 days. 2 or tien ME 
more broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Stable. 
Permanent resident of lower 
Rio Grande Valley of ‘Texas. 

@ FEEDERS Comes to seeds 
scattered on ground or to 
platform feeders positioned 
near thick cover. 


Flight Pattern 


Very swift direct flight with rapid 


wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Sticks and twigs or grass, fibers, and weed stems ® in low branch or fork of tree, 
shrub, or tangle of vines; sometimes on ground ® built by both sexes ¢ 2 cream 
Shape pg. Location @& Rip am or buff unmarked eggs; elliptical to oval, 1.2 inches long. 


OFS 


| PIM eet alg Weight 5 4 ounces 


-- -—- 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


I 


| Family pgrr-ractDAE 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Length 1516.5 inches | Wingspan 25_96 inches 


TH IC K- B I I Jl JE I ) PA R RC ail red forehead and 


A native of the Sierra Madre of northern evebrows 
Mexico, this chunky parrot formerly 
made rare visits to the mountains 
of southeastern Arizona and 
nearby New Mexico. It is 
restricted to pine forests for 

food and shelter, and it uses 
cavities for nesting that were 
often created by large 
woodpeckers, including the 
probably now extinct Imperial — 
Woodpecker, a close kindred to b/ack bill 
the Ivory-billed Woodpecker. In 
flight note the conspicuous red 
thighs, long pointed tail, and 

yellow bar under the wing on the 
greater coverts. 

e SONG Noisy. Utters smooth 

low kaahrr. Also makes loud harsh 
raucous kah-hah, kah-hah-hah-hah, 
resembling the laugh of a human. 
This bird’s extremely loud voice can 
carry over a considerable distance. 

® BEHAVIOR Eats mainly pinecone seeds but also takes 

acorns, grains, and fruit. Feeds in trees and on ground. Flocks 
will trail behind intruders in their territory, making shrill cries and 
shrieks. Roosts in flocks at night. Forages in small to large flocks 
during day, searching for pinecones. When they visited the US, 
often in autumn, these birds would stay days, weeks, or even 
months until pinecones were exhausted. _ 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. peter Hees 
¢ NESTING Incubation 25-28 days by female. Female fed by Slight 

male during incubation. Young remain in nest for 59-65 days. 

Young are initially fed by female for 9-11 days, then both sexes 

continue to feed. 1 brood per year. 


ecleS RAyychopsitta pachyrhyncha 


—e red shoulders 


——e green overall 


gray feet and legs 


blackish under 
Slight feathers 


¢ POPULATION Rare to very uncommon. Apparently declining 
in northwestern Mexico due to the destruction of pine forests. No 
wild birds in US. 

¢ CONSERVATION Attempts 
were made during the 1980s to 
establish a resident population 
in the Chiricahua Mountains of 
southeastern Arizona, but they 
were not successful. 


Swift effortless direct flight with shallow 
rapid wing beats. When foraging often 
glides from branch to branch between 
trees or from trees to ground. 


. ee ee 


No nest materials ® in cavity of conifer or snag @ 1-4 creamy white or glossy 


F shite eggs < 1.2 inches. 
Shape #*' BB Location white eggs, 1.6 x 1.2 inc 
p ay f 


ABE Sexes similar M dahthbgltco 24 Migration Nonmigratory | We'éot Undetermined 
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PE OTS sR 


| Family PsP PACIDAE | SPECIES Brysygeris versicolurus | Length 8_9 inches 


Wingspan 1314 inches 


r 


0 | 


WHITE-WINGED PARAKEET 


Sometimes called the Canary-winged Parakeet, this South American 


native makes its home in the forest, including parklands. ‘he 
pale teardrop 


only noted established populations from released or escaped shaped eye ring 


birds in North America peaked in Miami and in California 
in the mid-20th century; they have since declined. In 
flight, note the long pointed green tail, the colorful 


wing pattern of a green wedge in the forewing, 
yellow greatcr secondary and primary green overall @ 
coverts, white secondaries and inner 


primaries, and blue-green outer 


primaries. ‘This bird is also casy to hooked pinkish | 
identify in flight from below by its yellow to yellow- 
' tinged pale 


translucent white flight feathers. 
@ SONG Garrulous. While flying or 
perched gives a rapid repetition of 


brown bill 


shrieking metallic notes. When —___» yellow-and-white 


feeding has various chatters, border on folded wing 


chirps, and low muttering calls. 
© BEHAVIOR Gregarious; 
occurs in flocks of 8—10 birds, 
sometimes up to 50. Flocks 
break up into pairs during 
breeding season. Eats seeds, 
berries, fruit, blossoms, and 
buds of fruit and other trees. 


Presence difficult to overlook © long pointed Ye grayish pink 
aN R arts a 
ercen tail legs and feet : 


because of Its noisy vocalizations 
but difficult to see when perched because the dark green plumage blends well with the foliage. 
Frequents areas around human habitation in urban and suburban areas with tropical and 
subtropical ornamental plantings. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 26 days by female. Altricial young stay 
in nest 56 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 


An introduced species in south 


Florida, the Yellow-chevroned 


¢ POPULATION Exotic. Introduced into southern California Parakeet is growing in number, it 


and southern Florida, where they are now established, but differs only in that it lacks white 
: patches in the wing. 


declining from peaks in the 1970s and 1980s. Being replaced by 
Yellow-chevroned Parakeet, also introduced, which now outnumbers 
the White-winged Parakeet. 

® FEEDERS Attends feeders 
providing seeds and/or fruits. 

a ~ | Comes to birdbaths, pools, and 


ponds to drink. 
[ ® CONSERVATION No efforts 


Swift direct flight on rapidly 


in US because it is not a native 


beating wings 


species. 


Nest Identification 


Shape si Location a a na 


L = — 


No nesting materials @ in tree ¢ 5 dull white or pure white eggs; slightly ovate, 


0.9 x 0.7 inches. 


lumage Sexes similar | Habitate,e Jo Migration Nionmigratory | We'€t 1.9 ounces 


1) 


ATE TIME COLOCATION _ 
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Family CUCULIDAE Species Cyculus canorus Length 13 inches | Wingspan 29 inches 


- COMMON CUCKOO 


Like all cuckoos, this bird is named for the 
legendary breeding call of the male, which 
sounds like its name. A native of Kurasia and 
sometimes called the Eurasian Cuckoo, 
vagrants make rare visits to the Pribilofs 

and Aleutians during spring and summer. 


yellowish decurved 
hill with dusky tip % 


| Females exhibit two color morphs: the 
gray morph, which is identical to the 
male, and the more rare hepatic 
morph. Hepatic-morph females 
have rufous upperparts and are 
heavily barred on the head, 
back, wings, and tail; the 

rufous rump is unmarked or 
slightly spotted. Juveniles 

are brown or gray with a 

white spot on the nape. 

In flight it shows 
whitish underwings, 
and, like the Oriental 
Cuckoo, the shape 
of its long pointed 
wings and long 
tail resembles a 
small falcon. 

» @ SONG During 
courtship, male 

| sings coo-koo, often HEPATIC 
all night, but call rarely is heard in North America. Female has a loud MORPH 
chirping “water bubbling” trill of 4/a-4/u-A/u. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary; rarely found in pairs. Shy and wary, but 


° pale gray 
chin, throat, 
and upper 
breast 


@ ahite belly with 
NAaTTO® gray bars 


—e yellow feet 
and legs 


graduated tail with 
white terminal spots 


_, often perches in the open. Eats furry caterpillars as well as ge ORIENTAL CUCKOO 
insects and their larvae. ; Darker upperparts; paler 
AN . . : - : underparts; buffy 
¢ BREEDING Promiscuous. Brood parasite; females lay eggs in Wiaerall avert 


active nests of other species of insect-eating birds. * hepatic-morph females 
have barred rump. 


¢ NESTING Lays up to 25 eggs per season, each in a different 

nest; nests of warblers, flycatchers, wagtails, thrushes, and other 
birds. Incubation 11-13 days by 

| . c ster pare Sef | “he ‘O g 

| | Flight Pattern foster parents Aleric! il young 

| = stay in nest 20-23 days, tended 

: oy foster parents. 

+ 4S LATS, by foster parent | 
¢ POPULATION Casual in the 


Distinctive low-wing flight; wings are Pribilofs and Aleutians. 
barely raised above horizontal plane 


Accidental in Massachusetts. 
and depressed far below the body at 


the bottom of the downstroke. Common in native Eurasia. 


Lays single egg in nest of other incubating bird ® eggs may often resemble those 


of host bird but generally are larger ¢ 8—25 gray, blue, green, red, or brown eggs, 


Shape 2» Location BQ» with reddish brown, black, gray, and lilac markings; subelliptical, 0.9 x 0.7 inches. 


‘ = 
DATE =—s— ;—S——“C~i‘éST IKK : LOCATION 


Plumage Sexes differ 


Migration Migratory Weight 4.0 ounces 
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Family (UCULIDAE 


Species Cyculus saturatus | 8th 12.5 inches Wingspan 28 inches 


ORIENTAL CUCKOO 


‘his bird is a native of Europe and Asia and makes yellowish decurved 
bill with dusky up 


rare visits to the Pribilots and western Aleutians. 


‘The female has two color morphs: gray and 
hepatic. The gray-morph female is similar to 
the male. ‘he hepatic-morph female has 

; hy | blue-gray 
rusty brown upperparts, with heavy upperparts ® 
barring on the head, back, rump, and 
tail. Oriental Cuckoos often perch 
with their wings slightly dropped, 
while they slowly raise and lower 
the tail. In flight, note the buff 


belly barred with dark gray and 


gray throat 
and breast 


pale rufous underwings. Like 
the Common Cuckoo, these 
birds resemble a small falcon 
in flight because of the shape 
of the long wings and tail. 

© SONG Sings 4 clear 
hollow notes, a muted do-do- 
do-do. Song. is not heard in 
North America. 


@ BEHAVIOR Solitary. Sly, 
wary, and skulking; often 
sits hidden in thick 
vegetation. Eats fuzzy 
caterpillars as well as insects 
and their larvae. Flies low 


| 
| 


% 
to the ground with wings HEPATIC 
held h, : istically bs long dark gray MORPH 
veld characterisucally low graduated tail 
during flight. with white-tipped 
mm >) : tail feathers 
¢ BREEDING ail feathers 
Promiscuous. Brood parasite. 
COMMON CUCKOO 


e NESTING Lays eggs in 


. Lighter gray upperparts; 
the nests of warblers and 


paler gray underparts; 
lacks buffy undertail 
coverts. 


other birds that feed primarily on 
insects. Incubation 12 days by foster 
parents. Altricial young are fed by foster parents for 20-22 days 


before they fledge the nest. 
Flight Pattern 


Adults may lay as many as 
18-25 eggs per season, with 
each one placed in a different 
nest. 

® POPULATION Accidental to 
casual during migration on 
islands in Bering Sea. 


While flying, keeps wings low, not raising 


them above the horizontal plane, with 


deep downstroke ending well below body. 


Nest Identification 


| Lays eggs in nest of insectivorous host species ® white eggs, with dark reddish, 
gray, brown, or purplish spots; long subelliptical, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Weight 4 1 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


| 
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Family (UCULIDAE Species Coccyzus erythropthalmus 


BLACK-BILLED CUCKOO (~ 


r N e . ~ . 
[his shy bird spends most of its time 
skulking in deep wooded forests. In rare 


Length 44 


—~12 inches | Wingspan 15_17 inches 


instances, instead of incubating its own narrow red eye ring @ 
eggs it will lay its eggs in the nests of | 
Yellow-billed Cuckoos, Gray Catbirds, 
Wood ‘Thrushes, Yellow Warblers, or 


decurved 


- black ill 


Chipping Sparrows. In flight note the \ 

long, tail, which has small crescent- grayish brown e j 

shaped white spots on the tips of all upperparts j 

but the two central tail feathers, j 

and the uniformly grayish brown +e white underparts 
} 


wings and back. Juveniles are 
similar to adults but have a 
buff eye ring, paler undertail, 
and buff wash on the 
underparts, especially the 
undertail coverts. 

e SONG Generally 

silent. Repeated long 
monotone cu-cu-cu or &/aduated 
Cu-CU-CU-CU IN SeTIes Tat 
of 34 notes. Also 
gives series of rapid 
kowk-kowk-kowk 
notes all on a single 
pitch. Sometimes 
sings at night. 

¢ BEHAVIOR 
Skulks through thick vegetation in shrubs and trees. Often sits 
quietly on branch scanning in all directions before changing 
perches. Eats primarily caterpillars, especially hairy tent 
caterpillars, and other insects; occasionally eats small mollusks, 
fish, and some wild fruits. Often found in damp thickets and 

wet places. Engages in courtship feeding. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 10-14 days by both sexes. Altricial 
young stay in nest 7—9 days; fed by both sexes. Young leave nest 
before they can fly and climb 
around on nest tree or shrub for 
about 14 days. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon 
to fairly common. Somewhat 
dependant on caterpillar 


Often flies low and makes short flights populations; larger clutches laid 
from one tree to the next. 


oe 


gray legs 
_»® and feet 


e~ YELLOW-BILLED 
CUCKOO 

Yellow bill with dark 
tip; cufous primaries 


contrast with wing 
coverts and upperparts; 


larger white spots on 


undertail. 


when food ts plentiful. 


Wel yy ae 
, , p A 
Nest Identification si 
cE Dried twigs ® lined with fresh grass, leaves, pine needles, catkins, and 
vegetation ® in tree or shrub 2—20 feet above giound ¢ 2—5 blue-green eggs 


with dark blotches, 1.1 x 0.8 inches. 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


| Length 11_13 inches 
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Family CUCULIDAE 


Wingspan 15_17 inches 
| 


p— 


7 y x “ 7 ab Fe 
Y KELL_LOW-BILLED CUCKOO 
Like most of the cuckoos, this bird prefers to perch 


unobtrusively tn thick forests or shrubs. Many decurved bill 
with dark upper 


rural people Know this bird as the “Rain Crow.” ; 
‘ mandible and tp 
Sometimes it lays its eggs in nests of the 
Black-billed Cuckoo but rarely in nests of grayish brown 
: . ~ “ upperparts 
other birds. It is often a casualty at “tower se! ai 
kills” while migrating at night. In flight, 
note the long tail and the contrast of rufous wings } 
rufous primaries against gray-brown wing ne 
’ ‘ ‘ . . ye OW 
coverts and upperparts. Ihe juvenile mands 
shows a paler undertail pattern, and the 
lower mandible may not be yellow. 
e SONG Often silent; song heard wihies 
more often in summer. A monotonous = underparts 
throaty ka-ka-ka-ka-kow-kow-kow-kow- 
kowlp—kowp kow/, pruning 
down and slowing at the end. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Slips quietly and 
somewhat stealthily through 
tangles; flies easily from tree to BLACK-BILLED 
tree. Often sits motionless on an CUCKOO | 
interior branch and slowly Pee ba ee 
< : eye ring, no rufous in 
surveys the surrounding 4 wing: gray andersideok Aan 
vegetation. Eats mostly hairy ~— large white spots tail with smaller 
caterpillars; also insects. larvae on black undertail crescent-shaped white 
ee _ , spots; voice differs. 
and small fruits and berries. | 
Sometimes eats small frogs MANGROVE CUCKOO | 
ail Tizagds aud dhe eaesok Gray-brown wings and 
anh = aa _ a <BE° " coverts; black mask 
other birds. Engages in extends past eye; 
courtship feeding in which the male lands by perched female, tawny-buff lower breast, 
climbs on her shoulder, and places food in her bill. adres, Hells, Hehe, ae 
; undertail coverts; 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. decurved black bill, 
mittee toes c So 6 ex ,¢ base f | 1e : 
¢ NESTING Incubation 9-11 days by both sexes. Altricial ele ak See ee lemon 
: = ¢ ‘ ; : ; mandible ¢ limited 
young stay in nest 7—9 days, fed by both sexes. Young leave nest range in Florida; 
before able to fly but remain in vicinity, climbing in branches; accidental on Gulf 


fed by parent for about 14 more days. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon to common. Somewhat dependent 
on caterpillar population; 
species produces greater 
number of eggs when plentiful. 
® CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant that has 
declined significantly over 


Direct flight with slow light steady wing om 
beats; often flies low from tree to tree with much of its range. 
flash of rufous in wings. 


Small sticks, with lining of leaves, grasses, mosses, bits of fabric, and catkins 
from oaks and willow trees ® so flimsy eggs can sometimes be seen from beneath 
* in tree or shrub, 2-12 feet above ground © built by both sexes ¢ 1-5 pale bluish 
grcen eggs that fade to light greenish yellow, unmarked; elliptical to cylindrical, 


Shape pg <> _ Location ial ea 
if 1.2 x 0.9 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitatee «@ @& & Migration Migratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Weight 3.6 ounces 


Family CUGULIDAE 
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Species Gvgcoccyx californianus | €"8th 2024 inches | Winespan 32 inches 


GREATER ROADRUNNER 


Able to run up to 15 miles per hour, this bird generally 


seems to prefer sprinting rather than flying. Because 

this large slender member of the cuckoo family 

habitually stays on the ground, it can be difficult to shaggy crest e 
see. Centuries ago, it was sometimes called the 


Ground Cuckoo because it would run along paths in 

front of horse-drawn carriages. ‘This shy solitary cinnamon, blackish, 
bird is the state bird of New Mexico. Look for the pela inde 
large streaked body, shaggy crest, and long tail 

that shows white tips when it is spread. In flight, 
the short, rounded wings reveal a white 

crescent in the primaries. Sometimes visible 

is a patch of bare skin around and behind 

the eye that shades from blue 
proximally to red to orange distally. 
e SONG A series of throaty 
descending dovelike coooos. Also 

a low, rolling precer-preeet. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Terrestrial. Often 
solitary. Eats insects, snakes, 
lizards, rodents, and small birds; 
some fruits and seeds. Runs on 
ground in pursuit of prey. Seldom 
flies. Pairs hold territory all year. 
Performs distraction display to 

lure intruders from nest. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
Solitary. May mate for life. 
Has unusual courtship 
display: male bows, 
alternately lifting 
and dropping its 
wings, while 
spreading its tail; 
parades in front of female with head held high on ridged neck and with tail and wings drooped. 


heavy black J 
bill hooked 
al lip 


short 
rounded wings 


‘uf 


CY fe white crescent 
on wings shows 
in flight 


long pale blue 
legs and feet 


Jong tail 


¢ NESTING Incubation about 20 days by both sexes, but male does more. Young stay in nest 
17-18 days, fed by both sexes. 1—2 broods per year. i 
9 De? 


POO 


Seay 


7 ¢ POPULATION Fairly Se 
‘light Pattern common to common. Local 


populations tend to decline 
after a severe winter. 

¢ CONSERVATION Often 
Mei ied or cosine obstacles, persecuted based on belief that 


alternates several shallow rapid wing beats they make serious inroads on 
with long glides. quail populations. 


‘Twigs, with lining of grass, mesquite pods, leaves, feathers, snakeskin, and horse 
yf 


or cattle droppings ® in shrub, tree, or cactus, 2-12 feet above ground ¢ 2 white 


to pale yellow eggs; elliptical to cylindrical, 1.5 inches long. 


ij Plumage Sexes similar Habitat di Ne hyd at he Migration Nonmigratory Weight 13.2 OUNCES 


- 


DATE TIME LOCATION _____ 
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wit ee 


| Family QUCULIDAE | Specles Cryryphaya sulcirostris | tenet 12-14 inches | Winespan 16-18 inches 
L “= es —— = —— 


GROOVE-BILLED ANI 


| asily distinguished as an ani by its black plumage and tts 


| parrotlike bill, this member of the cuckoo family often sleeps 


| oat night in communal roosts in trees with as many as thirty 
curved ride On 


lop of bill, lower 

(han crown @ parallel grooves 
compressed black bill has a series of three to four on upper 

@ mandible 


to forty birds. During breeding season, three to four pairs 


| of birds build and share one nest. [he laterally 


parallel grooves in the upper mandible that are 


difficult to see except at close range. It shows 
paler scalloping on the chest and back. 


® SONG Sings a liquid 11k -hoe with Mack overall with 


- himmering purple 
first upslurred note pore 
GANG CTCCH OCETIONES @ 


long tail e 


blackish gray e 
emphasized, repeated lees and feet 


10-12 times. ‘The vocalization 
has a flickerlike quality. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Follows livestock to pick ticks off 
their backs or eat insects swarming around them. Eats mainly 


Similar Birds 


SMOOTH-BILLED ANI 
larger bill with higher 


insects and spiders but also takes lizards, seeds, fruits, and sched culien stacking 


berries. Lives in groups of 14 monogamous pairs and several above level of crown; no 
additional “helpers” on permanent territories. All group grooves in upper 
mandible; voice differs 


members contribute to territorial defense, nest building, and 
© only in the East. 


rearing of young. Often dips and wags tail from side to side. 
COMMON GRACKLE 
Smaller long pointed 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Communal. bill; pale eyes ¢ male 


Groups often fly 1 at a time from 1 spot to the next. 


VW dicdeaawncciee " has long keeled tail. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 13-14 days by both sexes and by alpha 7 


male at night. Altricial young remain in nest 6—7 days, fed by all 


adults. First flight at 10 days. 
Flight Pattern 


A re 


¢ POPULATION Common to 
| lies low to the ground, alternating 


fairly common. Stable and 
expanding in Gulf Coast range; 


increasing in the tropics. Casual 


between rapid shallow wing beats and to accidental elsewhere. 


short elides 


Nest Identification 


Shape wa Location ca oo 
- Pepe 


} 
L es 


Sticks lined with fresh vegetation @ in low tree or shrub, 5-15 feet 
above ground © built by both sexes and extra birds ® nest may contain 


up to 16-20 eggs ¢ 34 pale blue eggs per female; oval to long oval, 


1 1.3.x 1.0 inches 


Plun ’ : : i H = j 
| Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat 0@ @ w% wz Migration Migratory Weight 3.1 ounces 


DATE. TIME. ————. || LOG ATION 
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Family Py PONIDAE pebetle Tyto alba im Lene 14-20 inches | Winespan 4347 inches 


BARN OWL 


Associating more closely with man than 
any other owl, the nearly cosmopolitan 
Barn Owl often roosts and nests in 
buildings and hunts in areas cleared 

for agriculture, particularly meadows 
and pastures. It is perhaps the most 
distinctive looking owl with its 

long legs and heart-shaped 

“monkey” face. ‘The unexpected 


no ear tufts e 


dark eyes e—— 


gasping screech of this owl golden tawny e— 
nearby in the darkness can upperparts 


raise the hair on the back of 
one’s head. Like other 
species of owls it can locate 
and capture its prey in total 
darkness using its hearing 
alone. ‘This is 

accomplished with 
asymetrically positioned 

ear openings, and the aid 

of the facial disks. 

¢ SONG Harsh hissing 
screaming grating 

whistling gasp, ececeeSE Eek. 
® BEHAVIOR Nocturnal. 
Feeds primarily on small 
mammals such as rodents 
and shrews, but occasionally 
takes small birds. May nest 


———e while to cinnamon 
underparts with spots 
barring in instead of streaks 


wings 


during any month of the year, 

and pairs are believed to mate 

for life. Many farmers encourage barring 
}. the presence of this excellent sila SHORT-BARED OWL 
J mouser in their barns. eee 
' @ BREEDING Monogamous. . streaked underparts; 

¢ NESTING Incubation 29-34 days by female. Semialtricial sisal 

young stay in nest 55-65 days. Fed by both sexes. 1-3 broods 

per year. 


¢ POPULATION Rare to 
uncommon. Stable in most 
areas, but some declines noted 
in the East. 

¢ BIRDHOUSES Nest boxes. 
© CONSERVATION Listed as 
threatened in some states. 


Qe aa NO iN | 


Nest lenti fication ; : ' ; ; a 
ae Sc Debris arranged into crude depression ® in tree cavity, barn loft, building, nest 


Shape By Od ii box, crevice, mine shaft, or cave ® 2—12 whitish <zgs, sometimes nest-stained; 
= short subelliptical, 1.7 inches long. 


Location /\ i efit] max ih na & ay 


TIME LOCATION 
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Family SP RIGIDAE Species (yy s flammeolus Length 6_7 inches 


FLAMMULATED OWL 


()ne of the smallest owls in North 


Wingspan 13 inches 


small 
America, the Flammulated Owl ts ear tufts 
also the only small owl with 


dark, not yellow, eves. Uhis chek wars 


. Cid 
owl’s ear tufts are minute me 
and hardly noticeable. The 
Flammulated Owl has two 
color phases, reddish and 
eray, with the former more aeny 
l . (Pula 
common tn the a ie 


southeastern part of the 
bird’s range. Vhe natural 


history of this diminutive 


@ grayish 


North American owl ts 
brown body 


REDDISH 
FORM 


poorly known. 
e SONG Boo-BOO] with 
emphasis on the second 


NORTHERN 
PYGMY-OWL 


I hinner; longer tail; 


note of the song. A series 


of single paired low 


hoarse hollow hoots 1s 
white underparts with 


given repeatedly at heavy streaking; lacks 


: Poa 
intervals of 2—3 seconds. car tufts: yellow eves: 


¢ BEHAVIOR Little is 
known. [he bird ts 


black nape patches; 


chiefly diurnal. 


WESTERN 
SCREECH-OWI 


Yellow eves; lacks 


nocturnal. It feeds primarily 


on insects, including moths 


taken in flight and arachnids brown bar in scapulars; 


has different voice. 


such as spiders and scorpions 


WHISKERED 
SCREECH-OWL 


Longer ear tufts; yellow 


gleaned from the ground or the 


foliage of trees in its habitat. 


Sometimes will take as its prey various small mammals or other nnbiag sah a 
- eves; different voice. 


birds. It frequents primarily open pine and oak forests and 
spruce-fir forests in mountains as high that are 8,000 feet. Nove: These are all permanent 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Sometimes has been observed residents of the woodlands in the 
living in loose colonies. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 21-26 days by female. Semialtricial 
young remain in nest about 25 days. Young are fed by both 


Flight Pattern 


West. Phere are no similar birds 


ranging in the East. 


sexes. | brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Widespread 
and common tn range, though 


slight declines are possible. 
Highly migratory; strays have 
made it to Florida and the Gulf 
Coast. 


Old woodpecker hole ¢ no lining © 15-40 feet above ground ¢ 2-4 white or 


! = 
Shana 2 : j creamy white eggs; about oval, 1.1 inches long. 
shape 6 Location + ds ai 
Plumage a 7 ‘ H i 3 j 
UMasE Sexes similar | Fab>itat ee oe a Migration Migratory Weight 1.9 ounces 


\TE sd TIME_ LOCATION 
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: | Family SPpRIGIDAE S A “eS Ott ICOM | Length 8_1() inches Wingspan 18 _24 inches 


| WESTERN SCREECH-OWL 


‘This small tufted owl, the western 
counterpart of the Eastern Screech-Owl, 
is found in a wide variety of habitats, 
‘| from wooded canyons, riparian gray to brown 
thickets, and deserts to orchards — upperparts with 
and the suburbs. It is more vermiculations 
4 and streaking 
often heard than seen. Over _ 
most of its range its plumage 
is generally gray, but Pacific 
Coast birds are more 
|| brownish in color. 
. ¢ SONG Repeated brief 
|| whistles accelerating in 
tempo in the pattern of a 
dropped ball bouncing to 
a stop; a short trill followed 
by a drawn-out trill. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Nocturnal; 
becomes active at dusk. 
Feeds on variety of small 
mammals, birds, reptiles, 
large insects, and arachnids, 
but the primary food 1s large 
insects. Small mammals 


car tufts @ 


© yellow eyes 


© dark bill 


ee 


large white Spots 
_—e on Scapulars 


Ne heavily streaked 
and lightly barred 
underparts 


‘ 
| 
| 


| carried to the nest to feed the ie as EASTERN SCREECH- 
| young often are decapitated by Ae OWL 
| i the adults. Surplus food is a j i May have rufous-red 
ee te : plumage; pale bill; 


| . cached in winter roosting dak aatens 
!) cavities. Roosts by day in . 
ij - ; ae WHISKERED SCREECH- 
—i| cavities or thick vegetation. -  oOW 
my OU . . e 2 : 
i Sedentary, often staying in the same Pale bill; different 
‘ji home range throughout the year; males may defend a territory voice; bolder streaking 
{ ; 


. ; : = lerparts. 
i, for as long as 10 months. Courtship begins as early as February ilk canal ta 


4 


| + when the male begins calling each night shortly after sunset to aera LATED ie 
y - sa . Jark eves; | ar | 
yj} attract a mate. The calls cease when a pair is formed. Se eee 
oh scapulars; different 


-| \ © BREEDING Monogamous. voice. 
|| @ NESTING Incubation 21-30 days by female. Semialtricial 
young stay in nest about 


| 28 days, fed by both sexes. 
.| 1 brood per year. 
Ml ¢ POPULATION Common; 


widely distributed over range. 
¢ BIRDHOUSES Will use 


' 
' 
i Buoyant silent flight with rapid man-made nest boxes. 
! wing beats. 


=F , Natural hole in tree or woodpecker hole ® may use old magpie nests ® no lining 
ere B Y=] added ¢ 5-35 feet off ground ¢ 2-6 white eggs, 1.4 inches long. 


Hi Location $ & ah ip 
Habitat Pot Migration Nonmigratory | “e'8Mt 5.4 ounces 


TIME LOCATION 
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Family STP RIGIDAE Species (ys asio Length 810 inches | Winspan 18_24 inches 


EASTERN SCREECH-OWL ban | | 
Perhaps the best-known owl in eastern North MORPH 


America, this small tufted bird is found ina 


: . : . /1 fted hea ie 
vreat variety of habitats, from wooded lots aaa 
: " @ \i llow CVES 
to urban gardens. It is able to flatten its 


ear tufts, which gives the head a rounded 
appearance. [here are two distinct color @ pale bill 
phases, reddish brown and gray, plus 
there are brown intermediates. Its 
voice Is not a screech but rather a 


mourntul whinny familiar to many. bright TUSTV @ 


: . : . brow NLlO 
@ SONG Series of melancholy 
tremulous whistles descending in 


e streaked 


gray DOA) 
gray boe underparts 


pitch; drawn-out trilling note. 
Simple to imitate. 

e BEHAVIOR Nocturnal: 
becomes active at dusk. Feeds on 
wide variety of small vertebrates 
and invertebrates, including 
insects, arachnids, craytish, 
mammals, amphibians, 

reptiles, birds, and fish. 


BROWN 
INTER. 


When using a cavity for a 
GRAY 


day roost, often will sit in 
: MORPH 


the entrance. When 
approached on tts roost, 
will flatten its body, 
erect its ear tufts, 


Similar Birds 
NORTHERN SAW- 
WHET OWL 
Smaller; lacks ear 


tufts; blackish bill; 
large white spots on 


white Spots ON e@ 


and close its eyes in scapulars 


an attempt to hide 

by blending into 

the background. 

¢ BREEDING 
Monogamous. 

¢ NESTING 

Incubation about 

26 days mostly by female. 
Semialtricial young stay in nest about 28 days. Fed by both 


upperparts; small 
white streaking on 
forehead, crown, and 


nape. 


WESTERN 
SCREECH-OWL 
Gray to brown; dark 
bill; different voice 


® western range. 


sexes. 1 brood per year. 

® POPULATION Widespread 
and fairly common, but with 
gradual decline. 

¢ BIRDHOUSES Will roost 
and nest in nesting boxes sized 
Buoyant flight with silent wing beats for wood ducks or flickers. 


Nest Identification 


Lined with feathers and debris from food ¢ 10-30 feet above ground in tree 


2 ; 
Shape YT") Location ha & F AY) ® 2-$ white eggs; round oval, 1.4 inches long. 
= 
Be 


PUMaEe Sexes similar | aol! qe $9 28 Migration Nl onmigratory Weight 5.9 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Family STPRIGIDAE ; / 


- @ SONG Brief series of 


- boot-boot-boot. A\so has 
irregular hoots that sound 


_ close to tree trunk. ‘Takes 

_ prey with feet from ground or 
_ foliage. Feeds primarily on insects 

“and other invertebrates, including spiders 

and centipedes. Responds well to imitation of call, often coming 
very close to investigate source. 


-@ BREEDING Monogamous. 


u 


Y 
B 


decom > 


© BEHAVIOR Nocturnal. 
Retires by day to concealed 
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Length 6_8 inches Wingspan 1618 inches 


WHISKERED SCREECH-OWL 
More often heard than seen in 

the wooded mountain canyons it car tufise 
prefers, this small owl with car 
tufts looks much like the Western 
Screech-Owl, whose range it 
overlaps. Therefore it is best to 
distinguish the Whiskered 
Screech-Owl by voice as well as 
by elevation, as it is generally 


@ yellow eyes 


© pale bill 


heavily streaked and e—— 
mottled gray-brown 
upperparts 


large white spots e— 
on Scapulars 


found higher in the 
mountains at 
4,000—6,000 feet. 


grayish white 
underparts with 
bold barring and 
vermiculations 


one-pitch whistles, Aoor- 


similar to Morse code. 


perch, often on limb sitting 


WESTERN 
SCREECH-OWL 
Different voice; dark 
bill; streaking on 
underparts not as bold. 


FLAMMULATED OWL 
Different voice; 
shorter ear tufts; 
dark eyes. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 21-30 days by female. Semialtricial 

young stay in nest about 28 
days; fed by both sexes. 1 brood 
per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common to common. Locally 
common and stable in limited 


Mothlike flight with rapid silent US range. 
wing beats. 


In tree cavity or abandoned woodpecker hole @ rerinant lining material 


© 10-30 feet above ground ¢ 2-4 white eggs, 1.3 inches long. 


VATE TIME LOCATION 


lumage Sexes similar | Habitat . ogy Migration Nonmigratory | We'€ht 3.0 ounces 


n y i is “oo = ang » ~- > . 
Family STRIGIDAI | Specles Bayfy virginianus Length 1825 inches | WinésPan 36_60 inches 
ie ae 
N x ryqx T ‘ y 
(GREAT HORNED OWL 
lhe most w idespread owl in 
North America and perhaps the 
most powerful, this owl often 
1/7 ALOT) e€ 
attacks animals much larges 
“5 WANCAA @ \" How eVES 
and heavier than itself, 
including domestic cats, “cect toda 
skunks, and porcupines. [ts disks 
color varies regionally from 
pale arctic birds to dark © white chin 
northwestern ones. and throat 
© SONG Series of 3—8 bold 
deep hoots, with the second 
and third hoots often 
; e mottled barred 
running together, Wao. brownish eray 
Whoo-whoo-whoo! Whoo! upperparts 
Whoo! Otten described as 
“You awake? Me too!” 
female's hooting is higher 
in pitch. 
© BEHAVIOR Chiefly Similar Birds 
nocturnal; becomes active ILONG-EARED OWL 
at dusk. Sometimes hunts Smaller and thinner; ear 
% pa ; tufts closer together; 
during the day. ‘lakes wide 7 
an. / vertical streaking, not 
Variety of vertebrates; horizontal barring, on 
primarily feeds on underparts. 
mammals, but also eats GREAT GRAY OWL 
birds. reptiles, and larger; lacks ear tufts; 
amphibians. Often cS RE IS 
jal ; facial disks ringed with 
aggressively defends nest dark brown concentric | 
and young to the point of circles; brown | 
striking humans who upperparts barred with 
: dark browns and white; 
venture too close. , 
whitish underparts 
® BREEDI NG N lonogamous. barred and streaked 
One of the earliest nesting with browns; yellowish 
‘ ” bare oat bill; long brownish tail 
: xCTeS } “OO ‘ ‘r . 
species, with Cees laid in winter. barred with dark browns 
¢ NESTING Incubation 28-35 days mostly by female. Young and white. 
stay in nest 35-45 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 
® POPULATION Fairly 
Flight Pattern common to common. 
Widespread. is 
® BIRDHOUSES Accepts 
artificial nesting platforms. 
® CONSERVATION Many are a 
Direct flap-and-glide flight with strong, 3 1 — é 
killed by hunters and farmers. 
silent wing beats. : 
Nest Identification 
\bandoned nest of larger bird © large cavities, broken-off snags, buildings, ledges} | ~~ 
= 2 5 Ss bY? : BY t 
Shape 1S ig Bie By | @ 20-60 feet above ground ¢ 1—5 dull whitish eggs; elliptical, 2.7 inches long. 
<<) 
Location 4%. eae f & iy a 
t a " B ie 4 as 7 


358 e BIRDS OF NORTH 


AMERICA 


Habitat PS 


Plumage Sexes similar Migration Nl onmigratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Weight 3.0) pounds 
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Family STRIGIDAE Nissan | Length 20-27 inches | Wingspan 54.66 inches 


SNOWY OWL 


A heavy-bodied, large-headed owl of open 


areas, this bird breeds on Arctic tundra and i il ® e yellow eyes 

winters on grasslands, marshes, coastal eo “en 2 

beaches, and dunes. Regional crashes of , 4 © large head 
Arctic lemming populations force these without ear tufts 


owls far south in some winters. Vhis is our 
only all-white owl. Kemales and juveniles 


mak: ' ——— e all-white plumace 
are similar, and show more dusky barring / 


than males. iii 

e SONG Piercing whistle and bold, af F . i 

growling bark, £row-ow, which can carry * ay , a. ty eta 
for more than a mile. Usually silent 8) <7 « ~~ ib is i 
outside breeding season. a) hess wt 7 ’ 

¢ BEHAVIOR Active in daylight and een . *. 4 nous 

darkness. Often perches on ground or close bi) i ‘ee 

to it on posts, rocks, dunes, ice, hay bales, or “Payee : 

buildings. Eats primarily small mammals o . 


(voles and lemmings on breeding 
grounds), but takes some 
birds and fish. Male 
defends nest and 

young fearlessly; will 
give “crippled bird” 

, act to lure predators 

- away from nest. 

¢ BREEDING 
Monogamous. 

¢ NESTING 

Incubation 31-34 days 
by both sexes or female 
only. Young stay in nest 
14-21 days, fed by both 
sexes. First flight at 
43-57 days. 1 brood per 
year. Number of eggs depends 

on food supply; in poor lemming years, pairs may not breed. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common on breeding grounds; rare to 
casual south of breeding range. 
Stable because of remoteness 
from human disturbance. 


¢ CONSERVATION No issues 
reported, but many birds are 
killed when wintering south of 
normal range. 


more dusky 
barring 


dusky spots 
and bars on 
feather tips 
FEMALE 


BARN OWL 
White to cinnamon-butf 


underparts; golden-buff 
upperparts; heart- 


shaped face; dark eyes. 


Direct flap-and-glide flight with strong, 
deep wing beats. 


\ \ 


Simple depression @ unlined or minimally lined with moss, lichen, and plucked 


2 


grass ® on raised site with good visibility ® built by female ¢ 3-11 whitish eggs 


Shape pe = Location mm xis Z. "' 


PLAICE sides) Neg Migration Irregular Weight 4 () pounds 


TIME LOCATION 


that become nest-stained, short elliptical or subeiliptical, 2.2 inches long. 


e BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


a nm 


Family STRIGIDAI | Species Gy ryig ulula Length 14-17 inches | Winéspan 33 inches | 


NORTHERN HAWK-OWL 


lhis crow-sized hawklike ow! of boreal 


forests and northern muskegs often perches 


conspicuously at the top of a conifer and 
slowly raises and lowers its long rounded e yellow eves 
tail in the manner of a kestrel. It has 


no ear tufts or “horns.” 


© SONG Rolling trilling, 2-syllable 


ff 


whistle, £///y-ki//y-ki//y-ki//y. 
e BEHAVIOR Chiefly diurnal 


but sometimes hunts at night. 


@ whitish facial 
disks with wide 
black bord 7S O7 


“sideburns” 
Very tame, often allowing close 
approach. Flies close to 

ground with rapid flapping 
and gliding when hunting: 


sometimes hovers. Eats 


small mammals up to the 
@ whitish 


underparts with 
heat y chocolate 
barring 


size of young snowshoe 
hares and birds as large 


as ptarmigans. 


dark brownish @ 
black upperparts 
with heavy white 
spotting 


Similar Birds 


a BOREAL OWI 
/ NORTHERN 
SAW-WHET OWI 


aes Smaller; short tail: 


long rounded 
har red tail e 
underparts are streaked, 


not barred. 


LLONG-EARED OWL 
GREAT HORNED OWL 
Ear tufts. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
@ NESTING Incubation 
25-30 days by female. Young 


Flight Pattern 


_| both sexes. 1 brood per year. 


® POPULATION Uncommon 
to rare. Remote from humans. 


stay in nest 25-35 days. Fed by 


Swift low flight; often alternates several 


rapid wingbeats with short glides 


Nest Identification 


Shape pg Be Location na > 


Habitat .@ @ ot ix Migration Nonmigratory 


DATE TIME__ : LOCATION 


Uses large cavities in trees and abandoned squirrel, crow, and hawk nests ® no 
idded materials ¢ 10-40 feet above ground ¢ 3-13 white eggs; blunt elliptical to 


oval to elongate oval, 1.6 inches long. 


Weight 1().5 ounces 


SS 


Plumage Sexes similar 


wees 


a 


Family ST RIGIDAE 


* 


Plumage Sexes similar 


DATE 


Species G/aycidium gnoma 
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Length 6—7 inches [ Wingspan 15 inches 


NORTHERN PYGMY-OWL hay td 


[his little owl of the West is about 


the size of a bluebird, but it 


fearlessly attacks prey larger than 


itself. In turn, it becomes the 
victim of harassment by 
songbirds and even 
hummingbirds when they 
locate it during the day. ‘The 
noisy mobbing activities of 
these birds may reveal the 
owl’s presence to birders. 
When perched, it often cocks 
its long tail upward at an 
angle. ‘Iwo black spots on 
the nape of its neck look 
almost like a pair of eyes. 
Regional variations in color 
produce birds with brown 

to gray plumage. 

¢ SONG Smooth whistled 
hoo or hoo hoo. Also rapid 
repeated /oo or fook notes 
followed by a single soo. 
Imitation of the call often 
attracts the owl or songbirds 
looking to mob it. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Chiefly 
nocturnal but often active in 


daylight, especially at dawn or 


dusk. Eats insects, small 
mammals, small birds, and an 


occasional small reptile. Relatively 
tame, allowing a close approach. 
Inhabits densely wooded canyons in 


foothills and mountains. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
¢ NESTING Incubation about 28 days by female. Semialtrical 


Direct flight close to ground with 
rapid wing beats. 


Shape By 


TIME 


Location $ & D> 


Habitat 9@ 9g Migration Nonmigratory | Wel8ht 2.2 ounces 


e@ yellow eyes 
rounded head e 


without ear 


tufts @ yellowish bill 


brown to gray e 
upperparts with 
white Spots 


© heavily 
streaked 
whitish 
underparts 


ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN 
long brown tail 

with white barring 


FERRUGINOUS 
PYGMY-OWL 
Rufous tail with dark 


barring; brown streaking 


on underparts. 


ELF OWL 
Smaller; short tail; lacks 
eyespots on nape; faint 


PACIFIC 
COAST 


streaking on underparts. 


young stay in nest about 

27-28 days. Fed by both sexes. 
Probably 1 brood per year. 

e POPULATION Fairly 
common to uncommon. 
Widespread. No evidence of 
decline in range. 


In natural tree cavity or woodpecker hole ¢ no lining ¢ 8-25 feet above ground 


e 2-7 white eggs, 1.1 inches long. 


LOCATION 
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| Fam STRIGIDAE Species G/yycidium brasilianum \*©°8 67 inches Wingspan 15 inches 


FERRUGINOUS PYGMY-OWL = 


I his very small long-tailed owl inhabits 


cottonwood riparian, mesquite thicket, and yellow eyes @ 
saguaro desert habitats. A bold little 


predator, it is often noisily mobbed by 


other birds. Its streaked head lacks 


ear tufts, and it often can be seen 
nervously flicking its long barred 
rufous tail. Like the Northern 
Pygmy-Owl, two black spots 


e@ streaked head 
without ear tufts 


on the nape of its neck 
reddish brown e 


resemble a pair of eves. maeeroare 
© SONG Fluted notes, 
puk-puk-puk; rapid, 
repeated took up to 
50-60 times. 


@ whitish buff underparts 
long barred with brown streaking 


reddish tail 


LP OWL 
Smaller; short tail; no eye 
spots on nape; faint 
streaking on underparts; 
facial disk has black 
border. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Diurnal, 

but often most active at dusk 
and at dawn (crepuscular). Often 
roosts in dense cover. Frequently 


NORTHERN PYGMY-OWL 
Brown tail with white 
barring; heavy blackish 

‘ . brown streaking on 

gets mobbed by songbirds, which 


underparts ® inhabits 


attracts attention to the little owl. keeds primarily on large denser forests at higher |» 
insects and arachnids, also taking some small vertebrates. Male Siewanvon) Say TOU Sv 
cadie ti | ‘ ; deserts; inhabits montane 
eecds female and young in nest cavity. and foothill woodlands in 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. the West. 
¢ NESTING Incubation about 28 days by female. Young 
remain in nest 27-30 days. Fed 
Flight Pattern by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Uncommon. 
Endangered or threatened in 
limited range in US. 
Widespread in tropics. 
Rapid direct flight with unmutfled ® (CONSERVATION Concern 
wing beats. p . : 
over small populations. 
{ 
In tree cavity or cactus; usually in old woodpecker hole ® no material added 
© 10-30 feet above ground ¢ 3-5 white eggs, 1.1 inches long. 
t 
f 


Plumage Sexes similar | abitat y a uv Qe Migration Nionmigratory | Wel8ht 2.2 ounces | 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family STPRIGIDAE Species Wicrathene whitneyi Wingspan 15 inches 
| ELF OWL 


At about the size of a chunky 
sparrow, this is the smallest owl in 


HOCar @ 


the world. It can be recognized by 
, /ufts 


| its size, small round head, lack of 
ear tufts, and short tail. ‘Vhis 
species is perhaps more often 
heard than seen. 

e SONG Puppylike chuckling 
and yips; erratic series of high 
chirps, and chattering notes. 
Amazingly loud for such a 
small owl. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Nocturnal; 
becomes active at dusk. 
Roosts and nests in 


-© yellow eyes 


@ mottled grayish 
brown body 


—e while spotting 
on scapulars 


woodpecker holes and 
in natural cavities in 
trees, saguaro, and 
utility poles. Feeds 

| primarily on 

| insects, arachnids 
¥ 


—e whitish underparts with 
ochre-brown streaking 


t 

| 

‘ FERRUGINOUS 

P PYGMY-OWL 

i short tail NORTHERN 

t PYGMY-OWL 

Longer tails; black 

fo” ; : eyespots on nape; 

_ (including scorpions), and some heavily streaked 

q small vertebrates. Catches some insects in flight with its feet. unde: parts; diurnal 

: ¢ Northern Pygmy- 
, BREEDING Monogamous. 7 id Owl inhabits montane 
¢ NESTING Incubation 24 days by female. Young stay in nest Sand foothill woodlands 


in the West. 
28 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. ia eb 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common to common. Scarce along lower 


Colorado River and in southern 
‘Texas; still abundant in 
— southern Arizona; almost 
eliminated in California. 
¢ BIRDHOUSES Will 
occasionally roost and nest in 
man-made boxes. 


Mothlike flight with silent wing beats; 
sometimes hovers and hawks. 


hadi 


In old woodpecker hole in tree, utility pole, or cactus ¢ no lining added ¢ 
15-50 feet above ground in sycamores or 10-30 feet above ground in saguaros ¢ 
1—5 white eggs, 1.1 inches long. 


TIME LOCATION 
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Family SPRIGIDAE Species jrpene cunicularia \ “©°8h 9_11 inches Wingspan 2() 24 inches 


BURROWING OWL 


his long-legged, short-tailed little 


owl inhabits grassland and prairies, white streaking e 
but in its range it also can be found on head 


wth 


in similar habitats near humans such — ere 


as golf courses and airports. In the 


West the Burrowing Owl often ts brown 
associated witl airie dog upperparts 
associated With prairie GOg TOWNS, ik an i bie 


and the historical poisoning of the spotting @ and throat 


prairie dogs also brought declines 
in the owl’s populations. ‘The owls 
use an abandoned burrow for 
their nest and daytime roost, 


usually after some additional a. a © spotted 


. Bry 
, y®, \ white chest 
Qn Pind 


digging to enlarge and reshape it. 
e SONG High melancholy cry, 
C00-C00-T00 OF CO-hO0; ittering 
series of chack notes. If 

disturbed in nest, young give 
alarm that mimics the buzzing 
of a rattlesnake. 

¢ BEHAVIOR ‘Terrestrial. 
Primarily nocturnal and 
crepuscular. Perches on 

ground, fence posts, utility é : 
wires, rocks, or mounds near \e. shard teil 
burrow during day. Inhabits 

open country where it feeds 

primarily on large insects, some 

of which it catches in flight, and 

small mammals. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Often colonial. 
e NESTING Incubation 21-30 days by female. Semialtricial 
young remain in nest 28 days, fed by both sexes. ‘Typically 
1—2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly common to common but local. 

¢ BIRDHOUSES Will nest in artificial man-made burrows. 


® CONSERVATION Endangered or threatened over much of its 


range. Declining because of 
Flight Pattern 


Ne white to buff 
underparts with 
brown barring 


er 


@ Jong legs 


SHORT-EARED OWL 
Larger; long tail; short 


underparts. 


prairie dog and ground squirrel 
poison-control programs and 
habitat loss. Many killed by 
automobiles. Some attempts at 
management being made due to 
declining local populations. 


Buoyant, sometimes erratic flight, with 
show silent wing beats; may hover briefly 


above prey. 


Nest Identification 


Shape oy ip Location gumm: 


Plumage Sexes similar | Mabitat we Migration Some migrate | “e'€t 5.3 ounces 


DATE TIME. LOCATION 


Lined with cow manure, horse dung, food debris, dry grass, weeds, pellets, and 
feathers ® built by both sexes, but male does more ® 7-10 white nest-stained 
eges (446 in Florida); round to ovate, 1.2 inches long. 


legs; buff-brown; heavily 
streaked upperparts and 
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Species Syniy gecidentalis Length 16-19 inches | Wingspan 45,48 inches 


© /arge, puffy | 
head without 
car tufts 


AMIIY STRIGIDAE 


SPOTTED OWL 


Although it is the western 
counterpart of the Barred Owl 
in shape, size, and habitat 
preference, this owl lacks the 
barring and streaking of that 
species. Its dark brown 
plumage is heavily spotted 
with white on the 

underparts and upperparts. 
‘This secretive bird 

inhabits dense, moist old- 
growth forests and deeply 
wooded canyons. 

e SONG 3-4 barking 
notes, Whoo-whoo-hoo-hoo. 
Also gives low, hollow, 
ascending whistle, 
sounding like cooo0-wee. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Nocturnal 
and seldom seen. 

» Perches inconspicuously 
/ in dense cover during 
‘the day. Feeds 

primarily on small 
mammals, some 

} birds, and large 

. insects. Hybridizes 

} with Barred Owl, 
which is becoming 

* more Common in its 

f northwestern range. 

Le BREEDING Monogamous. Faas, breast; streaked 
ip @ NESTING Incubation 28-32 days by sw ; ; underparts. 
} female. Young stay in nest 34-36 days. \ 
Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Rare to uncommon. 
Listed as endangered in the Pacific Northwest and threatened in 
the Southwest. Does poorly in a oe 
second-growth forests. Ko } See S 
¢ CONSERVATION Federally PG 
protected. Affected by loss of 
old-growth forest habitat from 
logging and by hybridization 
with expanding populations of 
Barred Owl. 


@ dark eyes 


—e rh dark brown 
and liberally spotted 
white overall 


BARRED OWL 
Barred chest and upper 


GREAT GRAY OWL 
Larger; grayer; streaked 
underparts; yellow eyes. 


W} Short flights with quick wing strokes; 
longer flights series of silent strong wing 
beats followed by short glides. 


Vest Iden 


Location na ay ee | (a 


lumage Sexes similar | Habitat epg Migration Nonmigratory | We'8ht 1.3 pounds 


PATE TIME LOCATION 


Simple scrape ® hollow in tree, cave, or crevice ® on cliff or in tree 30-160 feet 
above ground ® sometimes uses abandoned nests ® built by female ¢ 1—4 white 


eggs with faint tinge of buff; elliptical, 2 inches long. 
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Family OpRIGIDAE Species Gury ouria Length 1724 inches | Winespan 50_60 inches 


BARRED OWL 


| he “hoot owl” of southern 


laree, round e- 
head 


swamps, this puffy-headed owl 
can also be found in woodlands. 
It lacks ear tufts, is stoucly 
built, and is heavily streaked, 
spotted, and variegated 
brown, buff, and white. 
This is one of only three 
large owls with dark eyes 
in North America. 

¢ SONG Usually 8 or 
more drawn-out notes, 
“Who cooks for you; who 
cooks for you-all?” Call is 
drawn-out, descending 
hoooAwlll/. Group of 2 or 
more owls make a loud, 
excited caterwauling. 
Often heard in daytime. 
Responds readily to 


Se horizontal 
barring on upper 
breast 


heavily streaked 
paler underparts 


ape aie ae brown 
imitations of its call by upperparts 
coming closer and often es heavy 
sashes 
calling back. —. 
; SPOUTING 


¢ BEHAVIOR Mostly 
nocturnal and crepuscular 
but often active in daylight. 
Preters deep woods; inhabits 
conifer, riparian, and swampy 


habitats. Feeds on wide Similar Birds — 
variety of animals, including A. i = GREAT GRAY OWL 
small mammals, birds, frogs, long Much larger and grayer; 
alt cae. Wana & aa £ barred tail | yellow eyes. 
salamanders, lizards, snakes, fish, 
large insects, crabs, and crayfish. , SPOTTED OWL 
— , , White spotting on 

s . Son | 

BREEDING Monogamous. aueleapants, sie Oanieie 


‘Thought to pair for life. ‘ or streaking ® western 
e NESTING. Incubation 28-33 days by nee 
female. Young stay in nest 42 days. Fed by both sexes. 


1 brood per year. 
Flight Pattern : 


¢ POPULATION Very 


common to common and 
Short flights with steady, shallow wing 


widespread. Swamp habitat 
population in the South has 
diminished. Range increasing 
now in the Northwest, where 


beats, longer flights on silent rapid wing ee : . 
hybridizes with Spotted Owl. 


strokes followed by short glide. 


- Nest Identification 
5 In the East uses abandoned nests ¢ 15-80 feet above ground in tree ¢ 2-3 white 


Shape Od pvom Location a i A> | eggs, 2 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | 4>!tat ope @ ux Migration Nonmigratory | We'€ 1.4 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION H 
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Family SP RIGIDAE Species Gy 7y nebulosa Length 24 33 inches | Wingspan 54_60 inches 


= 
GREAT GRAY Owl 4 laree facial disks with = 
Although this is the largest North heavy concentric circles 

American owl, the Great Horned Owl is 
heavier. Long-tailed and large-headed, the 
Great Gray Owl has huge facial disks 
crossed by a series of dark gray concentric 
circles that make the yellow eyes seem 
small. It inhabits deep boreal forests and 
open muskeg bogs. 

e SONG A bold, deep, booming 
hoo-hoo-hooo; also utters single- 
note hoots. 


barred, vermiculated, ee 


mottled gray plumage 


——@ 10) (7 lusts 


@ yellow eyes 


white 
mustache 


© black chin 


heavily streaked 
underparts 


Similar Birds 


GREAT 
HORNED OWL 
Has ear tufts. 


BARRED OWL 
Smaller; browner; 


dark eyes. 


SPOTTED OWL 
Smaller; brown overall 


long tail 


with heavy white 


spotting on head, 


¢ BEHAVIOR Nocturnal and 
) crepuscular; often active in daylight. Fearless and 
| often tame enough to allow close approach by humans. 
Widespread winter food shortages in the North often cause 
large, irruptive flights far south of normal wintering range. As in 
other owls, male feeds brooding female and young in nest. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 28-36 days by female. Young remain 
in nest 21-28 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Rare to 
uncommon. Most of this bird’s 
range is remote at present from 
human impact. Decline in 
numbers being experienced in 
southern parts of range probably 
is because of habitat loss. 


upperparts, and 
underparts; dark 


brown eyes; brown tail 
barred with white and 
dark brown; yellowish 
bill; whitish facial 


disks with brown 


concentric circles and 


bordered dark brown 
® western range. 


fo j 
Sean pe 


Silent direct flight with quick, deep wing 
strokes or with several powerful wing 


beats followed by a glide. 


Abandoned nests ¢ 1—50 feet above ground on broken-off tops of snags and 


Shape location y = stumps ® 2—5 white eggs; short elliptical to short oval, 2.1 inches long. 


BeMARS Saves similar | Habitat ope Yue Migration Nonmigratory | “e'8ht 1.7 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION . 
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Family OPpRIGIDAE Species 4 sig ytus 


LONG-EARED OWL 


[he most slender and most nocturnal 


Length 1316 inches | Wingspan 36 49 inches 


of the large owls is perhaps the most IONE (1OS€-SEL @ 
IACKISH €QT 


Luft 


overlooked. It is hard to detect because 
of its cryptic coloration, shy habits, and 


the ability to “freeze” against a perch “© yellow eyes 


with body flattened. Uhis owl often 
uses the same winter perch day after 
day, resulting in a large accumulation 


of pellets and droppings beneath it; mottled e rusty facial disks 


. 7 / R 
this telltale evidence can be used to Cree © 


locate the roosting owl above. 


Although the female ts larger, both 
sexes appear similar. Frequents a 
wide range of habitats, from desert 

—e mottled buffy-white 
| Aas att with heavy vertical 
me: tal streaking 


oases to riparian thickets to dense 
coniferous woodlands. 

© SONG Melodic low hoots, guoo- 
quoo-quoo, and long Aoos. Sometimes 
sounds like a barking, whining 
puppy. Virtually mute outside 
breeding season. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Nocturnal. Roosts 
perched close to tree trunk in 
thick cover during day. Hunts 
over open fields and marshes. 


Feeds primarily on mouse-size 
mammals; sometimes takes 
small birds. Otten 
gregarious On roosts In 
winter. Accumulated 

pellet contents below 


GREAT HORNED OWL 
Much larger, stouter 
build; ear tufts farther 


apart on head; 


horizontal barring 


roost can reveal local diet, 
beneath (not vertical 


as the undigested bones, streaking). 


® /ong tail 


eC ‘ -xoskeletons of 1 
teeth, and exoskeletons of its Suiciiemannrs Gri, 


prey are compacted within them. Chooses abandoned nest of me Buffer below: shotces 


squirrel, crow, hawk, or heron as its own nesting site. car tufts; diurnal. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 


e NESTING Incubation 


26-28 days by female. — 
Semialtricial young stay in nest 

23-26 days, fed by both sexes. 

1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon 

Buoyant silent wing beats. Ear tufts to locally common; may be 


flattened back on head in flight. more common than suspected. 


Nest Identification 
lypically does not build nest © uses abandoned nests; sometimes tree Cavity 


¢ suspected of sometimes evicting crow ¢ 4-30 feet above ground in a tree 


Shape Location a t as ¢ 2-10 white eggs; elliptical, 1.6 inches long. 


Plumage Seyes similar Habitat ggg J@ Migration Northern birds migrate | We'8ht 8.6 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Plumage Sexes similar 
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Length 1317 inches | wingspan 38-44 inches 


SHORT-EARED OWL ae hi. | 
dark facial disks that ShOTE Cat y 


yy 

: WY yy, 

A big-headed, short-necked owl of become paler farther © fufts ie | 
i ty hy Y, 


grasslands and marshes, this bird is often from the center e 
seen quartering low over vegetation 
during the day. With tawny to buff-brown 
plumage, it shows large buff wing patches 
on the upperwing and a dark “wrist” 
mark on the underwing in flight. The 

ear tufts are very small and difficult to ; 

. A lawny lo e— 
see unless the bird is perched. It has a gy prowy 
streaked buff to whitish belly and : 
white undertail coverts with faint 
streaking. Its diurnal activities make 
it frequently visible. 


@ heavily 
streaked head 


yellow fo e 
OTANEE eVeS 


e@ heavily 
streaked 
upper breast 


e SONG On breeding grounds this 
owl gives a loud eeee-yerp; a high- 
pitched grating waowk, waowk, 
waowk, like the barking of a dog; or 
a toot-toot-toot-toot-toot. When on its 
wintering grounds, the Short-eared 
Owl usually remains silent. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Nocturnal and 
crepuscular; may hunt in late 
afternoons or on overcast days. 

Flies back and forth low over the 
ground, dropping feet first with 
wings held high onto prey. May 
perch on post or shrub to watch 

for prey. Feeds primarily on small 
rodents but also takes some small 
birds of open habitats and large 
insects. Uses crippled-bird display to 
lure intruders away from the nest or young on the ground. 


LONG-EARED OWL 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Sometimes forms small colonies. Smaller buff upperwing 


© NESTING Incubation 24~37 days by female. Semialtricial 
young stay in nest 21-36 days. Fed by both sexes. ‘Typically 
1 brood per year. 


and black wrist patches; 
heavily barred 


underparts; large ear 
tufts; nocturnal. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common. It has disappeared in parts of its 
southern range because of 
habitat loss. 

¢ CONSERVATION The main 
conservation concern for this 
owl is a degree of habitat loss to 
agriculture and also loss due to 


Buoyant erratic flight with flopping killing by shooting. 
wing beats. : 


Nest Identification 


Shape -9¢- <> gy Location gex ud 


Habitat ves Migration Some migrate 


Shallow depression ¢ lined with grass and feathers * on ground @ built by female 
¢ 3-11 white eggs that become nest-stained; short elliptical, 1.5 inches long. 


Weight 11.1 ounces 


‘ 


DATE __ TIME. = LOCATION 
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Family STRIGIDAE SPeCles A eyo/ius funereus Length 8 12 inches | Winespan 2(_26 inches 


BOREAL OWL Hat-topped head ¢ 


| his small flat-headed owl 1s seldom | 


seen because it is strictly nocturnal 


and sits concealed close to the 
trunk of a thick conifer when on 


its daytime perch. Its white whitish gray @ tours 
facial disks with 


blac k bord 7 


5 : 5 + yellow eyes 
facial disks are bordered 
with black. During irruptive 
ae p @ pale bill 
flight in winter, when this 


; 7 * r sO ( | 
owl comes far south of its deep brown e 


normal winter range into the — wpperparts 


middle and eastern US, most eA heavy 


; : white spotting 
individuals seem to be le aalate 


females and many are found 

—e whitish 
underparts with 
heavy chocolate 
streaking 


seeking shelter in buildings. 
Juveniles are similar to adults 
on the upperparts, but they are 
a rich chocolate brown below 
with a dark brown facial disk, 
whitish upturned mustache, 
and a white wedge between 
the eyes that spreads above 
them on the forehead. 

@ SONG Resembles high- 
pitched ringing “mg, fing, ting, 
ting. Brief series of tremulous 
hoo notes. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Nocturnal. 
Solitary. Prefers thick old 
growth coniferous forests. Feeds 
primarily on small rodents and 
other small mammals, rarely on 


NORTHERN 
SAW-WHET OWL 
Smaller; dark bill; white 
streaked head, not 


small birds. Males cease singing 
after they are mated. 

¢ BREEDING Polygamous. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 26-37 days by both sexes. Semialtricial 
young stay in nest 28-36 days. Fed by female with food brought 
by male. 1 brood per year. 


spotted ® juvenile has 
tawny-cinnamon 
underparts without 


streaking. 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon. 
Flight Pattern Northern populations in no 
danger; status of western 
populations not well known, but 
the Boreal Owl 1s vulnerable to 
logging operations. 
Short flights on rapidly beating wings; 


longer ones more buoyant with shallow ¢ BIRDHOUSES Will use 
somewhat fluttering silent wing beats. man-made nest boxes. 


In tree cavity, usually a woodpecker hole © no lining added © 20-80 feet above 


ground ® 2-6 white eggs, 1.3 inches long. 


DATE TIME_ LOCATION 
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Family SP RIGIDAE Species Avoy/ius acadicus Length 7_8 inches Wingspan 17_20) inches 
| 


‘ 
| NORTHERN SAW-WHET OWL brown forehead and 
ae 3 crown with liberal 

The incessant call of the male Northern ehiie sosalina 
Saw-whet Owl during breeding season : 


sounds like a saw being sharpened or 


: : Smt he pale buff to AM) iy 
whetted. Some winters numbers of this ‘Ayparmich (Sh ” 
: = : ee ‘ i \ ——e whitish 
little owl are found well south of the facial disks e eyebrows 


normal breeding range. ‘This species 


is one of the smallest owls. Note the —e while 
a 
i 
i 
| 


= “ ; natch 
lack of ear tufts, dark bill, and ee saz 
. . blackish e 7 ye 
white eyebrows. Females are hill 
larger than males. Juveniles 
have tawny-cinnamon chestnut-brown 
underparts, chocolate-brown upperparts with 
ari cones heavy white and 
upperparts with white — buff spotting 
spotting, and a bold white Y 


from beak to eyebrows. 


e SONG Repeated 1-note 
whistle of 400, f00, too, too, too 
or sch-whet, sch-whet, 
sometimes for hours at a 
time. Sings during breeding 
season only; singing 
decreases after mate is 
attracted. Voice may 

carry 0.5 mile or more. Af 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary , 
or in pairs. Eats small 
rodents, large insects, birds, and 

, bats. Hunts primarily at night. Perches low, searching for 

_ prey, then flies down and snatches it with talons. ‘Territorial birds 
often respond to imitations of their call by speeding up the rate 
of their calling; often attracted to playbacks of their call. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 26-29 days by female. Semialtricial 
young stay in nest 27—34 days. Fed by both sexes: Male brings 
food, then female feeds young for about first 18 days. 1 brood 
per year. 
| 

| 


white underparts with 
reddish brown and 
dark brown blotches 
and streaks 


unmarked white 
undertail coverts 


BOREAL OWL 
Larger; white face with 
blackish border; darker 
brown head with 

contrasting white spots; 
pale bill. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common. Declining. 


= ¢ BIRDHOUSES Uses nest 
i Flight Pattern 


boxes about the size of Wood 
——-—-—~—-—----—---—~-—~-—-~---~--~-- ze i 


Duck boxes. 

®¢ CONSERVATION Declining 
Silent buoyant direct flight with fluttering 
wing beats. 


in parts of range due to habitat 
. Nest Identification 


and adelgid tree kills in high 
Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat o@ ee ix Migration Most do not migrate | Wel8ht 2.6 ounces 


peaks of southern Appalachians. 
DATE TIME LOCATION 


No nest materials @ in tree cavity, abandoned woodpecker hole, or nesting box, 
14-60 feet above ground ® 4—7 white eggs; oval to ovate, 1.2 inches long. 
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eng eee Ow 


SPecles Cpyrdeiles acutipennis 


Length §_9 inches Wingspan 2023 inches 


! a . oe 
| Family CAPRIMULGIDAE 


LESSER NIGHTHAWK 


Although it has a similar appearance to its larger 


cousin, the Common Nighthawk, this bird 


pale supercilium 


| 
| 
| 
| gencrally has a much lower flight and the male 
| does not power dive during its mating 


display. Phe white primary bar, which is pale gray, black, buff, e 
and cinnamon pattern 
on crown, nape, and 


upperparts 


buffy on females, ts slightly nearer the tip 
of the shorter rounder wing. The male 
also has a white tail band and buffy 
underparts with light barring. ‘The whe 


female has a buffy throat. ‘This throat 


cryptically colored bird of western 
arid and semiarid lowlands 
becomes torpid in cold weather 
when food is lacking. Juveniles 
are similar to females. 
e SONG On breeding 
grounds the Lesser 
Nighthawk utters a 
quick low chuck chuck. 
It also has a soft 
froglike trill. In fact, 
one former name of 
this bird is the 
‘Trilling Nighthawk. 

¢ BEHAVIOR This 


is a crepuscular and 


rounded 
wing lips 


© white bar 
ACTOSS primaries 


@ Jong barred + 


nocturnal bird. slightly notched tail 


Insectivorous, it 


forages for food by 
flying near to the ground, catching insects in the air. 

Feeds late into the morning, unlike most other nighthawks. It is 
attracted to bright outdoor lights for feeding on flying insects. 
Wanders wildly for food; not territorial. Males perform an aerial 
courtship display. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Loosely colonial. 

© NESTING Incubation 18-19 days, mostly or entirely by 
female. Young semiprecocial; first flight at 21 days, fed by both 
sexes. | brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION ‘The Lesser 
Nighthawk is fairly common in 
its habitat. While it is rare in 
migration on the Gulf Coast, it 
is casual in winter in Florida, 
Darting flight with quick and erratic wing ‘Texas, and (¢ lalifornia. 


beats; often changing direction; buoyant. 


Flight Pattern 


Nest Identification 


Shape & LOCATION ppmme 2ei2: j= 


? 


dots; oval to elliptical oval, 1.1 x 0.8 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat, se Migration Migratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


No nest ® on bare ground, atop sand or pile of pebbles, occasionally on flat 
gravel roots ¢ 2 white to pale gray eggs with small gray, brown, and lavender 


Weight 1 8 ounces 


COMMON NIGHTHAWK 
Longer, more pointed 


wings; longer tail; white 


band on primaries; 
darker overall; voice 
differs; power dives. 
COMMON PAURAQUE 


Long rounded tail; 
shorter rounder wings. 


| 


Family CAPRIMULGIDAE 
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(COMMON NIGHTHAWK 


Like all members of the nightjar family, the adult bird flutters its 


gular pouch during intense heat to cool itself. ‘The eggs and 
nestlings are sometimes carried to another location if 
temperatures become extreme. ‘The female is similar to the 
male, but has a buffy, rather than white, throat and lacks 
the white tail band. Juveniles also lack this tail 

band. Note the long pointed 

wings with the white 
bar through the 
primaries, and the 
mothlike flight of 
the “bullbat,” 
which is the 
colloquial name 
used for this 
nighthawk in the 
South. Although 
predominantly grayish 
brown overall, there is much color 

variation over the large North American range. 


white e— 
throat 


e SONG Has raspy nasal somewhat froglike call of 

peeant ot beant. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in small groups. Sometimes migrates 
in large flocks in fall. Crepuscular and nocturnal, but often feeds 
day or night, catching insects in flight. Eats a wide range of 
flying insects. Attracted to street lights and other outdoor lights 
at night to scoop up swarming insects. Bird species seen by 
many because of its habit of feeding over towns and cities. 
Skims over lakes and streams to drink water from surface. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. Male displays with a 
courtship power-dive, at the end of which the air rushes through 
his wings, making a loud sw-7-7-7-r-oonk sound like a rubber 


“band or banjo string being plucked. 


© NESTING Incubation 19-20 days, mostly by female. Young 
semiprecocial; first flight at 21 days, fed by both sexes. 

1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common but declining in parts of continent. 
¢ CONSERVATION 


common in towns and cities 
with the introduction of flat 


Darting flight on long pointed wings with 
erratic twists and turns and changes of 
direction. Wing beats slow and steady. 


elliptical oval, 1.2 x 0.9 inches. 


LOCAtION ems xic4 ‘KE a 


lumage Sexes similar 


0 ___ TIME. 


LOCATION _ 


Species Chordeiles minor | *©°8Y 810 inches 


grayish brown 
2» overall 
J 


Neotropical migrant. Became 


graveled roofs in mid-1800s as 
well as increased use of outside 
lighting, which attracts insects. 


| Wingspan 21_24 inches 


long dark 
pointed wings @ 


notched tail 
with thick 
white band 


© distinctive white 
bar across primaries 


Similar Birds 


LESSER NIGHTHAWK 
Shorter, more rounded 


wings; whitish bar 


across primaries slightly 


closer to tip; paler 


upperparts with more 


uniform mottling; 


generally flies closer to 


ground; does not power- 


dive; voice differs. 


ANTILLEAN 
NIGHTHAWK 

Smaller; shorter wings; 
more fluttery flight; 


much more buffy 


overall; voice differs 


® rare In eastern range. 


Lays eggs on rocks, small pebbles, abandoned fields, stumps, fence rails, and 
even on tarred or graveled roofs; 0-8 feet above greund ¢ female chooses site 


¢ 2creamy white to pale olive-buff eggs, with brown and gray speckles; oval to 


Habitat 9,¢@ se 1% 2 Migration Migratory 


Weight 2 2 ounces 
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Family CAPRIMULGIDAE Species Nyctidromus albicollis 


Leneth 10-11 inches | Winespan 21_23 inches 


COMMON PAURAQUE ian 
 &§ 


A primarily tropical nightjar that reaches the northern 
limit of its range in south ‘lexas, the Common Pauaque 
is very busy at night when it can be heard singing for 


hours. The name “pauraque” is an imitation of the 
| | black-blotched 


Spanish rendering of its call. It flies low to the scapulars, boldly 
ground and sometimes feeds for insects in edeed buff 
the beams of automobile headlights. In — —s 
10 > > ‘te he i ; patcn 
flight, note the white bar crossing upperparts cryptically piich-cwunled 


the primaries and the patterned with black, grayish crown 


huff, and pale gray e 


long rounded tail projecting 
well beyond folded wing-ups 
sg when perched 


white 
throat 
chevron 


‘e white tail stripes thick white 
TUN length of tail band on WING 
midway between 

outside and center 


barred underparts, 
vermiculated black, 


short rounded wings fs 
erent rusty, and buff 


white tail patches on the long rounded tail. ‘he female resembles the male but with a pale buff 
to cinnamon bar on the primaries and buffy tail patches on just the outside up of the tail. Easily 
overlooked when not calling. On the daytime ground roost the camouflaged birds are almost 
invisible against the dead leaf background until flushed. 
e SONG Call is a slightly burry low purrr or a high wheer. Song 
is a loud whistled pac, puc, puc, puc p week ER, sounding like 
who-who-who-are-you? 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary. Crepuscular and nocturnal. Sings most gerne ieeiiaaeiins 
: : : = song, pointed wings; 
often on moonlit nights. Perches low or hunts from ground for long, notched tail: 
insects, then catches in flight. Eats a variety of flying insects. voices differ. 
‘Typically flies close to ground. Roosts on ground during day. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 
e NESTING Incubation 
estimated at 19-20 days by both 
sexes. Young semiprecocial; fed 
by both sexes. Age at first flight 
unknown. 1—2 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common in 
south ‘Lexas and the tropics. 


Nest Identification 
No nesting materials © on bare ground ® 2 buff to pale pink eggs, marked with 


fine reddish brown dots; elliptical-oval, 1.2 inches long. 


Flies low on slowly beating wings; darts 


erratically, changing courses; buoyant. 


Shape Location mm gex 


de 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitatae Je @ oe Migration \}onmigrator Weight 1/8 ounces 
fe iy: 


DATE TIME : LOCATION 
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Family C APRIMULGIDAE Species Phalaenoprilus nuttallii | “©°€Y 7_8 inches Wingspan 4 1_13 inches 


COMMON POORWILL 


‘The smallest of the North American nightjars, this bird 
is the western counterpart of the eastern Whip-poor- 
will. It primarily feeds at night. ‘Though all but its 
southernmost population migrates, the Common 
Poorwill is the only bird Known to hibernate. 
| It sometimes returns to the same rock 
crevice each winter. In flight, 

note its small size, short, 

rounded wings that 


mixed mottled brownish 
gray to pale gray plumaz 


——e black throat 
and sides of 
face 


© broad white 
hand over throat 
and dark breast 


white-ipped 
black outer tail 
feathers 


lack white patches, 
and the rounded tail with grayish underparts 
white tail corners. Male and mottled dark gray 
, female are similar, but the male has a and black 
larger bolder patch on its tail. his bird is more 
often heard than seen. 
¢ SONG Has cry of poor-will or poor-willy or poor-willow, 
repeated 30-40 times per minute. ' WHIP-POOR-WILL 
‘» © BEHAVIOR Solitary. Nocturnal. During day, roosts hidden Locally in southwest 
: Se ‘i e larger longer tail with 
on ground in shrubs and grasses. Flies close to the ground at 
night searching for food or sits on ground watching for prey. 


we ee ees 


large white corners 
(male) or buffy tips 


Eats night-flying moths and other insects. Birds have been (female); voice differs. 
found in a state of hibernation during extremely cold weather. = 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. ~ \ ed 

¢ NESTING Incubation “ay / TEKS 


SGD, 
20-21 days by both sexes. es 
Young semiprecocial; fed by 
both sexes; first flight at 

20-23 days. 1-2 broods per year. 
Flits on silent wings with quick shallow ¢ POPULATION Fairly 


wing beats. 


common; widespread, stable. 


On bare soil, pebbles, or atop small pile of leaves, usually shaded by bush or 
grasses ® 2 white to pinkish white eggs, sometimes spotted or mottled with 


Shape By -se Location som ae violet; oval to elliptical oval, 1.0 x 0.8 inches. 


| plumage Sexes similar Habitat aC ve A Migration Migratory Weight 1.8 ounces 


, ) _TIME___ = LOCATION 
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Species Cyprimulgus carolinensis | +©8M 11-13 inches | Wingspan 24 5 25.5 inches 


™ anh F4 7 In ] ] ee L 
CHUCK-WILL’S-WIDOW 
‘True to its name, this bird can be heard singing chuck-will’s-widow 
continuously in the early evening on a summer's night in the rural South. 


The largest North American nightjar is shy and will often flush at the 
slightest disturbance, fluttering away on silent wings like a huge 


— 


| Family CAPRIMULGIDAE 


long grayish 


‘The female is similar to > male b as te 7: 
brown moth. ‘The female is similar to the male but has tan supercilium 


feathers on her throat and in her tail corners. 
e SONG A bold chuck-w1//’s-W1D-ow in 4 parts, with 
the chuck low-pitched (sometimes inaudible at a 


distance) and the other 3 notes clearly brownish red 
throat with white 


half-collar 


. : rounded wings 
whistled, with emphasis on the wd. 


While hunting, may give low 
growl or croak in flight. 


long rounded 
tail 
tawny buff- 
brown mottling 
overall 


buff-tipped outer tail 
feathers have white 

inner webs aoe 
some whitish feathers 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary. Nocturnal feeder. While in flight, form bar on tips of 

catches numerous insects at a time with its cavernous mouth, lesser wing coverts 
which has a 2-inch gap and rictal bristles in its corners to aid in 
trapping prey. Eats mainly insects and an occasional small bird, 


which it swallows whole. Roosts like other nightjars, perche 
hich it swallows whole. Roosts like other nightjars, perched Wee cone-waL. 


parallel to the limb or on the ground, where its cryptic plumage fete Smaller; grayer; rufous 
makes it all but impossible to see unless it moves. Roosts on the | g bar on shoulder; voice 
same perch daily differs © male has more 
nee ; oo. white in tail and white 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. crescent at lower edge 
¢ NESTING Incubation 20-24 days by female, who will move or black shigab® female 
saat fads eat A, a | , led t has dark brown throat, 
nancial me fac oR : , siete ‘ ss 
eggs if nest ts disturbed. Semiprecocial young brooded by buiteaieciiase, andl 
female; remain in nest approximately 17 days, fed by female. pale buff tips to outer 
Female tends young until independent. 1 brood per year. tail feathers. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common in pine-oak and live-oak 


woodlands, as well as in 
Flight Pattern 


deciduous forests. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. May be 
declining due to habitat loss 
from lack of proper forest 
management. 


Easy buoyant silent flight with flicking 


wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


No nest materials © on ground atop dried leaves, shaded by dense trees or 
ground cover ® 2 shiny pinkish cream or buff eggs, with brown, lavender, or gray 
markings; oval to elliptical, 1.4 x 1.0 inches. 


DATE _ TIME LOCATION 


Shape do LOCAatiON mums 


Dp : ist 
| Plumage Sexes similar 


Weight 4.2 ounces 
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SPecles Cyprimuleus ridgwayi mnesPan 15 inches 


BUFF-COLLARED NIGHTJAR 


r N . . . . . . 
his quiet bird is a rare visitor to the desert canyons 


Length g_ 


_ Family CAPRIMULGIDAE 9 inches 


of extreme southwestern New Mexico and | Whiaw 
southeastern Arizona. The female is similar to 
the male, but her brownish gray tail has a 


cinnamon trim whereas the male’s has PP OMONS SOY 
white. ‘The ecology and breeding RS so 
: ; mae ie es a7 grayish brown plumage on hindneck 
biology of this nightyar is overall, cryptically 
essentially unknown. patterned with black 
and pale gray 


» dusky 
throat 


narrow white 
collar separates 
throat from breast 


» brownish gray 
tail with white blackish brown 
corners primaries with 
cinnamon-rufous bars 


| grayish buff 
¥ : : : ae underparts with dark 
@ SONG Has call of rapidly accelerating hollow clucks, ending in a hoa haryinn 


sharp note, cuk-cuk-cuk-cukacheee’a, resembling katydid’s song. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary; nocturnal. Roosts on ground during day. 
Hunts close to ground or from ground for insects. Sometimes 


| seen sitting on quiet roads at night. ¢ = WHIP-POOR-WILL 
Darker color with bolder 


¢ BREEDING Presumed to be monogamous. eee: 
pattern of spots, bars, 
¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Incubation is and vermiculations; 
believed to be about 21 days by female. Semiprecocial young lacks collar; very 


= different voice. 
are assumed to be fed by both sexes. 


© POPULATION Rare to accidental, but in summer is a regular in 

the desert canyons of southeast 
Arizona and southwest New 

Mexico on the Mexican border. 
Also accidental in southern 
California. Increasing and 
expanding north of the US 
border with Mexico. 


Easy flicking wing beats, buoyant and 
usually silent. 


No nest ® on dried leaves or bare ground in shade ® 1-2 pale buff eggs, thickly 


spotted with lavender and brown; elliptical to subelliptical, 1.0 x 0.8 inches 


DATE ___ _ TIME LOCATION 
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| Family CAPRIMULGIDAE | Species Cyprimulgus vociferus | Length g_1() inches | Wingspan 1619.5 inches 


WHIP-POOR-WILL : 


| 
lhe Whip-poor-will is best located and identified by its 


distinctive calls. It is nearly impossible to see because it 


tends to sit on the ground or lengthwise on a branch, 


and its pattern closely matches the leaf litter of the @ while e lars 


j 4 ” / 
wood lots it frequents. “Whips” have rounded wings vecklac eyes 


that when folded do not reach to the up of the tail. 
Males are similar to temales but the throat 1s 
bordered with white and the tail has large 


white patches. 


e SONG A loud, clear whip-poor-wt// 


@ dark throat 
often repeated at night in eastern 


with a buff 


birds; call is more coarse among border 


southwestern birds. 


lone fail with buff {Ips e 


FEMALE 


Similar Birds 


CHUCK-—WILL’S WIDOW 


Lacks wing bars and 


¢ BEHAVIOR Incubating or perched birds often allow a close 


approach. ‘hey fly close to the ground at night and catch large Bleeds wiki aaidltail 
flying insects, especially medium to large moths. ‘Vheir large ¢ breeds throughout 
much of North, 
Southwest. 


| eyes, like those of other creatures active at night, reflect light 
with a red eye-shine. In rural areas, birds often sit along dirt or 

COMMON NIGHTHAWK 

Yellow undertail coverts 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. « sinime ta Wastes 


e NESTING Incubation 19—20 days by female. Rockies, and much of 
, the Southwest. 


gravel roads in the open at night. 


Semiprecocial young stay in nest 20 days. Fed by both sexes. 


1—2 broods per year. 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon. 
Flight Pattern Flas declined in the East in 
recent decades because of 
ee. » habitat loss caused by 
at pr > . ; forest fragmentation 
and development. 
Erratic mothlike flight. Male hovers ® CONSERVATION Species 


during display, with slow smooth flight 


federally protected. 


K-ggs laid on flat ground on leaf litter © 2 whitish eggs marked with brown and 


gray overlaid with brown, olive, and lavender; 1.2 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar Habitat 9¢@ 1 a2 Migration Most migrate Weight 2 () ounces 


DATE __ TIME ; ; LOCATION 
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Species Cypseloides niger 


Length 7_7.5 inches | Wingspan 15 inches 


| Family ApPODIDAE 


BLACK SWIFT 

The largest of the North American swifts, the Black Swift is rarely seen 
away from nesting sites because it spends most of its time thousands of 
feet in the air, traveling over the lofty mountains and canyons of its 
habitat. Flocks of these strong fast high-flying birds will follow storm 


clouds for more than three hundred miles to feed where insects 
gather in the warm air mass. In flight, juveniles of this species 
show faintly blacker underwing linings. 

e SONG Heard infrequently. A harsh clear call of 

cl-chi-chi-chit or plik-plik-plik-plik-phik. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Flies and 
travels in flocks, although the 

flocks often are small. 


long curved 
scimilar-shaped 
WINES @ 


silvery 
e forchead 


blackish overall e— 


MALE 


JUVENILE 


long slightly forked tail, 
showing fan shape in flight 


Its habit is to feed while flying, eating various insects and spiders that are floating and flying in 
| air columns. It also drinks water on the wing and dips its body on the surface of the water to 

1 bathe. Males and females copulate in midair. Often this bird soars with its tail spread. It prefers 
| to make its nest on seaside cliffs, in the mouths of caves, or 

j behind waterfalls in canyons. ‘The Black Swift may become 

torpid during extended cold periods, and its young are able to 


VAUX’S SWIFT 


( survive without food for several days when cold stressed. | 
/ Smaller; short, squared 
| e BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. tail; paler underparts 
Pa ‘ ~ ‘ear J : | c | . 
¢ NESTING Incubation 24-27 days by both sexes. Altricial a 
young do not develop strong feet and grasping ability early as do 
| “ec 
other swifts, and as a result they 
| stay in the nest for about 
| 45-49 days, fed by both sexes. 
1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Uncommon. 
Stuff shallow wing beats, slow and more ¢ CONSERVATION 
leisurely than other swifts. Soars on Neotropical migrant. 
thermals and updrafts. 
Little mud: mostly ferns, algac, moss, and other plant material ¢ lined with 
| fine rootlets ® on ridge of cliff near water, mouth of cave, or behind waterfall 
Shape —> Location eg e 1 white egg, may be nest-stained; long oval to cylindrical, 1.2 inches long 
ma : 
| 


Plumage Sexes similar 


Habitat A a 


Weight I. 6 ounces 


Migration Migratory 


DATE = i TIME LOCATION 
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amiaee 
—_ APODIDAE Species Cp yerura pelagica Length 55 inches | Wingspan 42_12.75 inches 
| | 


CHIMNEY SWIFT 
Often referred to as “a cigar with wings” because of 
its flight silhouette, this is the only swift 
normally found in eastern North America. 
Named for its habit of building nests 
inside chimneys or air shafts, 1t uses its 
gluelike saliva to attach its nest to 

the brick or concrete and to bind 


together the individual sticks. 
Adult birds feed their young 
until they are old enough to fly 


bla ki sh e 
gray bill 


out of the chimney. In fall 
migration, hundreds may swirl 


e@ short c1gar- 


shaped body 


above a large chimney at dusk 
before dropping into it to roost blackish e 


for the night. This bird has i legs 
and feet —e sooty gray 


become so adapted to life in 
overall 


man-made structures that it 

now is a common summer 

species sweeping the skies over 

our towns, cities, and suburbs. 

¢ SONG Bold chattering; rapid 
twittering calls cascade down from above. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Eats flying 
insects and ballooning spiders in the air column. long narrow e— 
Catches food while flying. Roosted and nested in curved WINgs 
hollow trees before Europeans settled North America; 

now uses chimneys and air shafts. Almost always seen on 
the wing. Aerial courtship and mating with courtship V-ing 
display — pairs flying with wings held in extreme dihedral V 


*" 


above their backs. 

@ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary or colonial. Sometimes 
with helpers at the nest. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 19-21 days by both sexes, sometimes 
with the aid of helpers. Young altricial; stay in nest 30 days, fed 
by both sexes, but female feeds more. 1 brood per year. 


Similar Birds 


VAUX’S SWIFT 
Smaller; shorter wings; 


paler underparts and 


rump; voice differs; 


soars less frequently. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common to common in range. Has 
increased dramatically with the abundance of artificial nesting sites 
created by European settlement 
of North America. Rare in 
southern California. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant that 
winters in South America’s 
Amazon Basin. 


Rapid batlike flight on stiff swept-back 


wings alternates with long sweeping glides. 


Darts erratically. Soars on thermal drafts. 


Half saucer of sticks and saliva @ hollow interior of tree, chimney, air shaft, 


vertical pipe, silo, barn, open well or cistern, fruit cellar, or side of building 
¢ nest built by both sexes ¢ 2—7 white eggs, may be nest stained; long oval to 


| Location la +e 
= | tcon 


| 
| Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ae ope Je sx 


DATE TIME - a LOCATION 


cylindrical, 0.8 x 0.5 inches. 


Migration Migratory Weight () 8 ounce 
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Family ApODIDAE Specles Chaerura vauxi Length 44.5 inches | Wingspan 11.5 inches 


VAUNX’S SWIFT (- 


r X . ‘ . . - . . . . e 
[his small swift of the forested regions of the Northwest is similar in | 


appearance and actions to the Chimney Swift, but their ranges do not Cin 
overlap. Furthermore, this little swift soars much less frequently. Its 2 


sooty brown plumage ts paler below, especially on the throat and 
upper breast, as well as on the grayish to brownish gray 
rump and uppertail coverts. ‘This species has only 
recently begun to adapt to nesting in chimneys. 

¢ SONG Often gives high thin chippering 
and twittering calls. In courtship 


flights it utters faint rapid twitter, 
8 | blackish e— 


fap h_rhih_rApayerpt_rhewmes Z 

chip-chip-chip-cheweet-cheweet. gray bill ony bree 
‘ia? BEHAVIOR Gregarious. _—e overall 
| Singles, pairs, or flocks of pale gray throat 

20 or more birds. Aerial. and upper chest 


Catches insects in flight. 
Practices courtship and 
copulation while flying. 

Breaks off twigs for 

nesting materials with 

feet in midair. In the 

beginning of the 

breeding season courting 

birds display by flying 

with wings upraised in a V 
position. Frequently feeds 

over water, flying close to the 

-| surface, and often flies rapidly 
and fairly low over foothills and 
highlands; may also fly at great heights. Frequents burned-over 
forest areas, where it nests in hollow snags. Like other swifts it 
cannot perch but clings to vertical walls to roost at night. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Loosely colonial. 


¢ NESTING Incubation about 18-20 days by both sexes. 
Altricial young remain in nest 20—28 days, fed by both sexes. 

1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly common in woodlands near water. It is 
rare in winter in southern California. Casual along Gulf Coast. 


© CONSERVATION 
Flight Pattern 


short rounded tail 
—* with spiny tips 


\ 
~ 


Ne blackish gray 
legs and feet 


Similar Birds 


CHIMNEY SWIFT 
Larger in size; longer 


short cigar-shaped 
body 


wings; darker overall; 
broader darker rump; 


dark underparts extend 
up to throat. Louder 


chattering call; greater 


tendency to soar; 
different geographical 


range. 


- 4 BLACK SWIFT 
Larger; darker overall; 


slightly notched tail; 


silvery white forehead; 


soars frequently. 


Neotropical migrant, wintering 
from central Mexico to northern 
South America. Vulnerable to 
old-growth timber harvesting 
and the removal of large snags 
from forest. 


Fast low flight with bursts of rapid fluttery 
wing beats, alternating with glides for 
short periods. 


Nest Identification 


Shape — Location ha 2 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat pp 9¢ @ se Migration Migratory Weight ().6 ounce 


DATE J TIME LOCATION. -._—_ —— 


‘Twigs and conifer pine needles held together with saliva to inside wall of hollow 
tree, hollow snag, and occasionally a chimney ® built by both sexes * 3—6 white 


eggs, may become nest stained; long oval to cylindrical, 0.7 x 0.4 inches. 


2 4. 
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Family 4 pODIDAE 


Specles Hiryndapus caudacutus 


| WHITE-THROATED NEEDLETAIL 


[his large powerful swift may be one of 


Length 7 5_8 5 inches 


Wingspan 2() inches 


the world’s fastest-flying birds. A native 


of Eurasia, it sometimes visits the blackish brown and 


outer Aleutians in the springtime. In green-glossed crown, 
face, and nape 


flight its extensive white undertail 
coverts and short rounded tail, 


———* 


combined with its thick body, 
while 


white forehead and throat, set it 
forehead @ 


white flanks and 
2 undertail coverts 


apart from other swifts. Seen from . 
above in flight it shows white Lo 
patches on the tertials and a light 


brown back with a pale patch 
while € 


fading almost to white. Viewed at 
throat 


very close range the needlelike 
quills projecting beyond cach 
feather in the tail are visible. 
e SONG A rapid high-pitched 


chitter, given most often when 


© blackish brown 
upper breast and belly 
birds are chasing each other. 

e BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Flies 
and forages in large flocks and 


short tail with 
needlelike quills 


seems to be in the air constantly. 
Roosting habits poorly known. 
Catches food tin flight. Diet consists 
almost entirely of flying insects. 


Flight typically consists of upward 
flutters or downward swoops, 


with green gloss 


comprising several quick suff wing 
strokes followed by fast raking and 
twisting glides. Frequently soars. 
Inhabits skies over cities, timbered 
ridges, and hilltops. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 
e NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. 
Estimated incubation 17-23 days by both 
sexes. Young altricial; brooded by female; remain in nest 
estimated 45-55 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Casual in 

Flight Pattern spring on Alaska’s outer 

Aleutian Islands. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 
logging operations in mature 
Very swift flight with several rapid wing forests with trees that have 
PE AES BE SPCR RNE Ae hollows suitable for nesting. 

10 l g 


Nest Identification 


Shape By Location & a> ha 


DATE : ___ TIME LOCATION 


—_——e black wings 
| 
| 
| 


No other species of swift in North 
America is similar in shape, size or 
pattern of plumage. 


Various materials glued together with sticky saliva ® in cavity of tall tree ¢ built 


by both sexes ¢ 3-6 white eggs; long elliptical, 1.2 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar Weight 4.2 ounces 


’ 
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Family ApODIDAE Species Anus pacificus Length 7.75 inches Wingspan 19_21 inches 


~ FORK-TAILED SWIFT 

‘This proficient flier from Eurasia makes occasional 
summer visits to the Aleutian and Pribilof 
Islands off the western Alaskan coast. Like 
most swifts it has strong claws that are 
helpful in clinging to cliffs, buildings, 

and other surfaces, and a stiff tail to 

-| prop it upright while perched on 
walls. If seen from above while 
in flight its white rump ts 
conspicuous against the dark 
plumage. ‘The white throat ts 
less evident as the bird 

twists, wheels, and dives in 


blackish brown 
P overall 


long deeply 
forked tail 


flight. ‘The deeply forked ‘ 

tail looks long and pointed ohip * 
< < é @) , 

until the bird flashes it eon 


open in banking flight. 
Juveniles are similar to 

adults but have whitish 
foreheads and pale edging 

to their feathers, giving them 
a scaly appearance overall. 

e SONG Call is an abrasive 
2-syllabled spee-err. Also gives 
a short chatter with each note 
being distinct, chree-chree-chree- 


| chree-chree. 


© scaly pattern 


on belly 


¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs, small 
- groups, or flocks. Forages for flying 
. Insects in the air column and catches 
food in dashing, wheeling, and diving 
| flight. Frequents mountains as well as 
’ areas of human habitation, where it nests 
in the crevices of cliffs and under roof eaves, 
often close to water. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 19-22 days by both sexes. Young 
altricial; brooded by female; 
stay in nest 41-53 days, fed by 
both sexes. 1—2 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Casual to 
rare visitor to North America in 
the summer season on the 
western Aleutian and Pribilof 


No other swift in North America has 
a forked tail, white rump patch, and 


mostly dark underparts. 


Plight Pattern 


Rapid dashing flight on stiff rapidly 
beating swept-back wings, alternating : : 
with gliding flight. islands in Alaska. 


Grasses, mosses, and leaves, bound together with sticky saliva ® in ridges of cliffs 
or under crevices of roofs, close to water, occasionally in abandoned nest of other 


birds ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 2—3 white eggs; elongated oval, 0.98 inch long. 


IATE TIME. LOCATION ___ eee 
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Cones 


T oe ae ig ; . 
| Family A pODIDAE SPECIES A ergnautes saxatalis Length 6_7 inches 


| WHITE-THROATED SWIFT a 


Wingspan {314 inche 


¢ 
{ 
an 


Possibly the most rapid flying North American bird, the White-throated 
Swift has been seen fleecing from Peregrine Falcons at estimated speeds of | 
more than 200 mph. ‘Uhis darting black-and-white swift 1s associated 
with steep cliff faces in mountain canyons and on the coast; recently 
has started to nest under freeway overpasses and bridges. In flight 


from below it shows white underparts from the chin to midline at 
the end of the belly, a large white oval patch on each flank that 
is visible from above and below, and a long, forked tail that 
often looks pointed tn flight when not spread. 


| 
© SONG 2-3 birds flying together utter 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 


black 


piercing laughing fe he he he. Distinctive upperparts e 


: ; ; ; ®@ black bill 
high liquid to slightly screechy 
twittering and trilling calls. \ , 
£ © white chin 

and throat 


‘e white center 
of breast 

[Ong NATTOW WINES @ 
| 


black-and-white 
underparts 


black legs and feet 


long forked taile 


VIOLET-GREEN 

¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Aerial. Eats wide variety of flying SWALLOW 

insects and ballooning spiders. Catches food while in flight with ™ Shorter broader wings; 
entirely white 


the cavernous gaping mouth that ts characteristic of all swifts. 
underparts; solid white 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Courtship is performed flank patches extend 
entirely in flight; birds copulate in air, with male and female onto sides of rump; 
; ; : : ; . netallic green 
coming together from opposite directions, locking on, and ee 
oat ; ‘ina upperparts with purple 
pinwheeling downward through the air, sometimes for more gloss; slightly notched 


than 500 feet. tail; slower more 


Onn . . , buoyant flight. 
© NESTING Incubation 19-21 days by both sexes. Young . | 


altricial; leave nest at approximately 30 days, fed by both sexes. 
1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common in 
mountainous country near 


Flight Pattern 


Sgt». B 


canyons, cliffs, and sea cliffs. 

© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant that 
winters from Mexico south into 
Central America. 


Swift flight, alternating rapid shallow wing 
eats with long glides. Soars and glides at 
high speeds. Darts, swoops, and abruptly 


| 
a 
| 
| 
| 
‘ 


hanges direction. 


Nest Identification 


Sometimes flimsy or well-rounded cup of feathers and grasses cemented 


together with saliva and glued to wall of deep crack or crevice ¢ built by both 
sexes ® 3-6 white eggs; long-oval to cylindrical, 0.8 x 0.5 inches. 


Migration Migratory Weight 1.1 ounces 


E _ __.___., FIME___ _ _ LOCATION 


= Shape <> cg Location Od Re eg 


aces — 


P| Mm wel . A 
uMAEE Sexes similar 


Habitat 4 a. 
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Species Cynanthus latirostris 


BROAD-BILLED HUMMINGBIRD 
| 


Family "TROCHILIDAE 


Length 3_4 inches _[ Winespan 5—6 inches 


[he Broad-billed Hummingbird frequents ih bar ante 
dry scrubby vegetation in the semidesert, black tip @ 
low foothills, and canyons of the Southwest. 


The male’s tail is blue-black and deeply glittery green e 
forked, while that of the female is square- upperparts 
tipped to slightly forked with white-tipped 
outer tail feathers. 
e SONG Chattering se-dif call is very similar 
to that of the Ruby-crowned Kinglet. In 
courtship male utters whining 277g. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Persistently wags and 
spreads tail when feeding. Feeds on nectar 
and insects taken high to low in 
vegetation. Often very aggressive at 
feeding stations toward other hummers, 
which it actively drives away with 
frequent power dives toward 
interlopers. Like other hummingbirds 
it is attracted to red and will often 
come seemingly from nowhere 
to inspect a person’s red 
garments or red patterns 
and patches on clothing. 
Likewise, the red ieee eae 

; more washed 
taillights and red out than male e 
reflectors on vehicles 


e@ elittery blu 
throat 


MALE 


© dark green 
underparts 


© white undertail 
COVETTS 


—_—e forked hlue- 
black tail 


—~e thin while postoc ular stripe 
N 


. parked in its territory are a 
BP a ncncctedasnossible EMAL © sa) 

, also Inspected as possible throat 
nectar sources. 

iw Pater @ gray 

» © BREEDING Solitary. underparts 


¢ NESTING Incubation 
‘eabout 2 weeks by female. 
Altricial young stay near 
nest for 15-20 days. Often 
2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common 
to fairly common in southeast Arizona, southwest New Mexico, and 
southwest Texas; rare to casual 
elsewhere; casual in winter. 
Sometimes very common in 
limited US range and parts of 
Mexico. No evidence of decline 
in number. 

Direct and hovering flight with very rapid e FEEDERS Attracted to 

ule, Beats. feeders with sugar water. 


_a 4 WHITE-EARED 
| HUMMINGBIRD 
Broad white postocular 
stripe ® female has 


square to slightly notched streaked throat. 


dark tail with white-tipped 
outer tail feathers 


Grasses ® lined with plant down, parts of leaves. 2nd bark; no lichen on outer 
nest ® on branch of small tree, stalk of vine, or shrub, usually 3—9 feet above 


ground ® built by female © 2 white eggs; elliptical, 0.5 x 0.3 inches. 


IATE s _ TIME __ _s—sLOCATION | 
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| Family ‘TROCHILIDAE Species Hy/ycharis leucotis | ‘PSM 3_4 inches Wingspan 4 _5 inches 


—e—E——EEE 


WHITE-EARED HUMMINGBIRD 


[he only small hummingbird occurring 


somewhat regularly in North America 
with a bold white postocular stripe 


that contrasts sharply with its dark violet-purple e 
head. ‘The much larger Blue- crown and chin ect with 
Mack tip 

throated Hummingbird also has piel 


P ‘| | | F TI re Aite e 

S ar Nes 1arKINGS. y 

ae ee WEES a postocular © /urquoise-green throat 
upperparts are dark green, the Stripe 


underparts are green and © black ear patch 


; dark greene 
white, and the black-tipped nap 
—e green breast, 


red bill is rather short. It 1s ; : 
sides, and flanks 


principally a mountain dark green back e 
species; look tor it near and aap 
low banks of flowers in 

clearings in open oak and 


. MALE 
oak-pine woodlands. 


¢ SONG Display call is series of 
bell-like “vk tink notes. Also gives 
bold, metallic twittering calls. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Feeds and 
perches low to midlevel. Eats 
primarily nectar along with 

some small insects and spiders. 
Little is Known of the biology 

of this small hummer in its 
limited US range. 

¢ BREEDING Solitary. 

¢ NESTING 
Incubation 


dark green tail fades to 
black on outer tail 
_*® feathers and tips 


‘a - BROAD-BILLED 
WAME POSTOCULAT HUMMINGBIRD 


red bill with stripe 


Male has forked blue- 


} r4¢ e ie 
14-16 days by i : © black ear patch black tail; blue gorget; 
: andiole ; 
female. Young stay mai BySSH Uneanp ans; 
: er, : —e green green crown; small, thin 
In nest 25-26 day S. / upperparts, postocular stripe 
¢ POPULATION streaked @ sides, and _—" ¢ female has uniformly 


: : green-spotted 
Casual to rare in thin and 


limited and local US) reat 

range. Widespread and 

locally very common | 
white 


¥ 24 ‘ : 
Hanks ee gray to grayish white 
underparts; no streaking 
on chin or throat. 


FEMALE 


underparts 


Flight Pattern 


south of US. Could be 
vulnerable to major clearing of 
forest In mountains. 

Direct and hovering flight with very rapid e FEEDERS Attracted to 


wing beats . ; ; ; 
feeders with sugar water. 


Nest Identification Plant down, moss, pine needles, and spiderwebs ¢ lined with fine plant down 


and covered in lichens and moss ¢ 5—20 feet above ground in shrub or tree, 


saddled on twig or in fork ©¢ built by female © 2 white eggs; elliptical, 


Shape qy Location & a> 


0.05 x 0.03 inches 


Plumage Sexes differ Migration \figratory Weight (9.1 ounce 


DATE a TIME. LOCATION 


a 
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Species Hy/gcharis xantusii | “M8 34 inches Wingspan 4 5 inches 


_XANTUS’S HUMMINGBIRD 


This very small greenish hummingbird with cinnamon-buff 


Family “TP ROCHILIDAE 


_ underparts and rufous in the tail is rarely seen outside the 

mountains of southern Baja California. Males have a black 

forehead and black line through the eye, 

| providing sharp contrast with the white postocular emerald-green 
white postocular stripe. sik © head and throat 
e SONG Raspy twitter or warble. &/“ery green 
Also gives high-pitched metallic i sla 
sounding cA7-“k or f-1ink. 
e BEHAVIOR Feeds on 
nectar and insects at low 


red bill with 
—e hlack Mp 


MALE 


cinnamon-buff 
—e underparts 


red bill with dusky 
2» upper mandible 


rufous tail white postocular stripe 

: i —e cinnamon-buff chin 
Ty, ry TWP. . -_o ek 
Slitery green and sides of face 


upperparts 


a | 
Ye dark eye line 


Similar Birds 


WHITE-EARED 
UO HUMMINGBIRD 
, Dark green upperparts 


rufous sides 


| or middle levels. of tail 


~ As with other 
hummingbird 
species the tubular 
tongue is brush-tipped 
» to efficiently take up nectar. 

Prefers arid to semiarid scrub, open brushy forests, and gardens. 
¢ BREEDING Solitary. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 14-16 days by female. Fed by female. 
Altricial young fledge nest at 19-22 days. 

¢ POPULATION Endemic to Baja California; rare to accidental 
in southern California; 
accidental outside of Baya. 
Status of populations in Mexico 
is unknown. 

¢ FEEDERS Attracted to 
feeders with sugar water. 


cinnamon-buff 
underparts 

with white postocular 
stripe; black ear patch; 


1 


no rufous in tail ¢ male 


FEMALE 


has purple chin and 


crown; green 
underparts; whitish 
belly ¢ female has white 
throat with streaks and 
green dots; greenish 
white underparts. 


Direct and hovering flight with very rapid 
wing beats. 


Seeds, plant down, and dried flower heads, bound with spider's silk, then 


; ‘= Nest Identification 


covered with lichen ® hung from small twigs or saddled on limbs of trees, 


4-12 feet above ground ® often close to running water ® built by female 


Shape wy Location ge 


¢ 2 dull white eggs. 


‘Habitat @ «= sta Migration \/onmigratory 


IATE = TIME _ __.__ es —-/ LOCATION 


luMage Sexes differ 


Weight (1 ounce 
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Family “TP ROCHILIDAE Species A mazilia beryllina 


BERYLLINE HUMMINGBIRD | 


[his infrequent visitor from Mexico sometimes 
can be seen in summer in the mountains of 


glittery green 


southeast Arizona in open oak forests, 
head and Nape @ 


woodland edges, and scrub vegetation. It 


is glittery metallic green with rufous in 


the wings and tail, unlike any other 
western hummingbird. (Only the Buff- 


bellied Hummingbird that ranges into 


the Lower Rio Grande Valley of south — g//ery green e 
hack 


black bill with 
reddish base to 
lower mandible 


‘Texas is also mostly green overall with 
a chestnut tail, but it does not have 
chestnut in its wings). Males show a 
cinnamon belly and undertail coverts. _—_e glittery green 
Adult females are similar to males throat and breast 
but are duller in color and have a 
pale gray belly and undertail 
coverts. Juveniles resemble the 
female but the throat and chest 
are buffy-cinnamon with some 
greenish mottling on the sides. 
‘This species is Known to 
have nested on occasion in ge : \ rufous-brown wings 
the Huachuca Mountains. . 
e SONG Varied. Series of 
hoarse high twitters s777; 
kirr-l-rr, kirr-l-rr. Also 
gives buzzing drrzzzzv. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Feeds on 
nectar and insects; often 
dominates other feeding hummingbirds diving at them and 
chasing them from the flowers in hot pursuit. Perches low to 


© rufous-brown tail 


BUFF-BELLIED 
HUMMINGBIRD 
Buff-cinnamon belly; 


high. May bathe by hovering with its breast and belly against a no rufous shows in 
leaf wet with dew. Perches low to high. — wings; red mandibles 
= V4: have black up 
e 4 ~ ‘ ; 
BREEDING Solitary. erascieaial eantie 
¢ NESTING Incubation probably 2 weeks by female. Altricial lower Rio Grande 


young stay in nest 18-20 days, fed by female. Naey Ot FONG. 


¢ POPULATION Rare to casual visitor to southeast Arizona: 

this bird is both common and 

Flight Pattern widespread in Mexico. 

@e FEEDERS Will come to 
nectar feeders. 
© CONSERVATION In 
Mexico vulnerable to loss of 
habitat when lower mountain 
slopes are cleared. 


Nest Identification - 
Plant fibers and spiderwebs covered with lichens ¢ in tree or shrub, 17-25 feet 


above ground on horizontal branch or vertical fork @ probably built by female 


Shape & J Location aly & alone ® 2 white eggs. 


Direct and hovering flight with rapid 
wing beats. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat 4 ep Migration \onmigratory Weight 0.2 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


a 
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|Family ‘TP ROGHILIDAE Species A mazilia violiceps 
| 


~- VIOLET-CROWNED HUMMINGBIRD | 


Length 4 254.5 inches | Wingspan 5.5 inches 


‘The only hummingbird in North America 
with a violet crown and completely white 
underparts made its first US nesting 
record in Guadalupe Canyon, which 
straddles the border between New 
Mexico and Arizona. ‘he Violet- 
crowned Hummingbird is one of 
the rarest of the breeding North 
American hummingbirds. ‘The 
female is similar to the male 
but has a dull greenish blue 
crown. Juveniles resemble 
females. It prefers riparian 
groves and arid and 

semiarid open woodlands. 
Most observations of this 
species in the US are 

made at nectar feeders 

in southeastern 

Arizona, where the 

birds may feed in 

the company of other 
species of hummingbirds. 

e SONG Utters various 
repeated hissing sounds such 
as ts-fs-ts-ts. Also makes dry hard 

chips that often run together. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary. Feeds and perches 
from low to high, usually in middle to upper 
levels. Uses bill to probe flowers for nectar. Eats 
mainly nectar and insects. 

¢ BREEDING Polygamous. Promiscuous. Male 
performs showy back-and-forth display flight to 
attract females. FEMALE 
¢ NESTING Incubation estimated at 13-15 days by 

female. Altricial young fed and tended by female. First flight 
estimated at 14-23 days. 1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon. 
Casual to rare in western ‘Texas 
and California. Winters south 
through Mexico. 

¢ FEEDERS Visits feeders 
filled with solution of 1 part 
sugar to 4 parts water. 


@ violet-hlue 
forehead and 
(TON 


bronze-green 
upperparts e 


long red bill & 
with black Mp 


—e while underparts 


MALE 


—e greenish tail 
—e dull greenish 
blue crown 


© bronze-green 
upperparts 


Quick flight with extremely rapid wing 
beats. When hovering can maneuver up and 
down and back and forth like a helicopter. 


Soft plant down and twigs, trimmed with lichens and moss, and bound together 


with spider’s webbing ® in fork or limb of sycamore tree about 642 feet above 


Shape ww 


tecation ee: ground ® built by female ¢ 2 white eggs; elliptical, with one end slightly more 
D 


pointed, 0.5 inch long. 


Migration Migratory 


ATE | TIME __ LOCATION ___ 


Weight () 2 ounce 


jumage Sexes similar 
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Family "TROCHILIDAE Species 7 ampornis clemenciae 


BLUE-THROATED HUMMINGBIRD 


One of the largest and most impressive 


hummingbirds in the southern United | 
white mustache white postocular | 


border ¢ ° S111 pe 


States is found in wooded canyons and 


mountains, especially along streams in 


southeastern Arizona, southwestern @ black ear patch 


New Mexico, and western ‘Texas. 


When hovering, it often fans its long, slightly @ 
decurved bla 1 ¢ Mull 


long, squared blue-black tail, 
which has large white tips. blue e 
© SONG Male’s call is bold, high- throat 
pitched, repetitive seep given while 


Se greenish 


perched at mid-level in trees or in 
upperparts 


jetage Alue-gray e— 
flight. ‘his loud, monotonous underparts 


squeak ts often the first evidence 


of the bird’s presence. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Dominant at MALE 


feeders and feeding areas; easily 


drives away other hummingbirds. 


Is quick to investigate feeders; 
often they can be attracted to a 
campsite within hours by 
hanging red feeders. Also 


long, squared, 
white-tipped 
blue-black tail 


investigates anything red 


© 


in the campsite or on 
hikers, including 
clothing, gear, and 
reflectors on vehicles. 


Feeds on nectar and 
insects at low to mid- 
level in vegetation. 

¢ BREEDING Solitary. 
e NESTING 
Incubation 17-18 days 
by female. Young stay in 
nest 24-29 days. Up to 
3 broods per year. 


MAGNIFICENT 
HUMMINGBIRD 

Black body; notched tail 
lacks white-tipped 
feathers; glittering 
green throat; lacks 
white lines on face. 


4 gray underparts 


gray throat 


+) 


¢ POPULATION Very restricted range in southwestern US; most 
birds found in Mexico. Fairly 

common in summer; rare to 

- casual in winter. Accidental in 
southeastern US. 
¢ FEEDERS Sugar water. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to loss of habitat in 
Mexican range. 


Swift, rapid direct flight. Extremely rapid 


wing beats when hovering. 


Nest Identification Plant down and moss; bound by spider's silk with outer covering of moss ® on 
stems of flowering plants and ferns; along streams; under eaves of houses, 
Shape ww g bridges, water towers; and inside buildings ¢ 1-30 feet above ground; often 
; — sleacec tf, F a ; » female e 2 white egg 
Location ae —_— 2 sheltered from above ¢ built by female ¢ 2 white eggs. 
if Ya 
aw Fp, 8 nt 


Weight () 3 ounce 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat 2 9@ @, Migration Some migrate 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Y 


|. MAGNIFICENT HUMMINGBIRD 
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Length 4.55.25 inches | WINESPAN 7 inches 


Large for a hummingbird, it appears all 
black at a distance, but when the 

male turns in sunlight the crown 
flashes deep purple and the 
chin and throat glitter 

| green. The bill is long 
and black, and the 

male’s dark green tail is 
deeply forked. It is often 
found in deciduous woods 
along streams or on pine- 
oak mountain slopes. black breast 
e SONG Main call is grating CGS 
tcheep. Also has squeaky 

scratchy twittering song. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Aggressively 

defends feeding areas. Feeds grayish undertail e— 
on nectar, insects, and ete 

spiders. Hawks insects in 
flight and gleans them from 
foliage. Often sits on 
exposed, rather high 
perches. Attracted to 
the color red. 

¢ BREEDING Solitary. oA 


¢ NESTING Incubation 
about 16 days by female. 


small white spot 
-P behind eye 


violet-purple 


(TORN 


long straight 
black bill 


dark green 
Pies upperparts 


emerald-green e 
throat and chin 


MALE 


—_——e forked dark 
green tail 
long straight 


black bill 


—e thin short white 
postocular stripe 


dark green 
upperparts 


> Fed by female. Young ihe green 
k underparts BLUE-THROATED 
‘ = ays. 
fledge at 20-24 d eb HUMMINGBIRD 


Male has blue throat; blue- 
gray underparts; 2 white 


Probably 1 brood per year. 
~ @ POPULATION Common 
_ to fairly common in southwest 
Texas, southwest New Mexico, FEMALE 
’ and southeast Arizona in summer; 
rare to casual elsewhere. Stable in 

restricted US range. Some declines 

in Mexico due to habitat loss. 


stripes on side of face; 
bold white tips on tail 
feathers @ female has 
large white tail corners; 


no streaking on throat; 
two white lines on face. 


squared tail with 
gray-white corners 


¢ FEEDERS Attracted to 
nectar feeders with sugar water. 
© CONSERVATION May be 
vulnerable to loss of mountain 
forest habitat in Mexico and 
Central America. 


Direct and hovering flight with very rapid 
wing beats. 


fication Silky plant fibers coated with spiderwebs outside ¢ lined with soft plant down 
—— and coated with lichens ® on horizontal branch of alder near stream, 20-55 feet 
above ground @ also in walnut, pine, maple, and sycamore trees, 10-60 feet high 


Shape Location a 
@ ce ¢ built by female ¢ 2 white eggs. 


 flumage Sexes differ | Habitat , Lape Migration Some migrate_ | “elé"t 0.3 ounce 


_)ATE TIME LOCATION 
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Species Hyfigmaster constantii | ©°8M 45 inches 


PLAIN-CAPPED STARTHROAT 


\ casual stray from Mexico, this large 


| Family [ROCHILIDAE 


- 


Wingspan 5_6 inches 


lone black Hill e 


hummingbird has greenish gray to 


golden green upperparts, grayish OTCEN (TORN 
white underparts, and a white 


rump patch. The black bill is oo teers 

° LAIN & Aite ae : 
long and straight, and the long seer i 
postocular stripe @ e@ wide white 


squared tail has white-tipped ] , 
INGLAT MaTR 


corners. he upper throat ts dusky cheeks © 

SOOTY-2Tay but the lower —@ SOOLY gray upper throat 
and variable pinkish red to 
orange-red on lower throat 


CTAVISA PTCEN e@ 
to golden 


GTCCN bai & 


gorget is rose-red to orange- 


red in good light. It might 


be confused with the more eas 
—____» grayish sides 


common Blue-throated and flanks 


Hummingbird, but note 


the Starthroat’s longer and white rump e e sh pe white 
, UNdeT part. 
bolder white mustache patch aerparts 


and the white patch on 
its back. Although most ~e white flank tufts 
long squared 
: black tail with 
sometimes can be golden green 


often seen at feeders, it 


spotted feeding on agave inner tail 
feathers * 


Stadlte Bice 
Re BLUE-THROATED 
ey 


HUMMINGBIRD 
/ Blue gray underparts; 
" dark blue tail with bold 
white tip ® male has 


\ f blue throat ® female has 


a 


blossoms, and any large 
hummer feeding on 
these semidesert flowers 


in Summer in southern 


Arizona should be checked 


for this species. Females are 


wa ‘Ff gray throat. 
similar to males but have a whitish gray throat. 


MAGNIFICENT 
HUMMINGBIRD 

Black breast and belly 
e male has green throat 


¢ SONG Series of sharp chips. Also gives sharp fairly loud peees. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary. Frequently flycatches and hover-gleans 
insects high in the canopy. Visits flowers with long corollas, 
which males sometimes defend as territory. Prefers scattered 


and purple crown 


. © female has green 


a 


trees, forest edges, and semiopen areas with shrubs and hedges. 
Often perches high on exposed limbs or utility wires from which 
it hawks insects. 
¢ BREEDING Solitary. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 16-19 days by female. Altricial young 
fledge nest at 20-23 days. 
1-2 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Casual or 
rare in the US in southeast 
Arizona; common to fairly 
common in Mexico. 
_ Direct and hovering flight with very rapid @ FEEDERS Attracted to 
wing beats. < : 

nectar feeders with sugar water. 


Nest Identification 


Shape cgy Location && 


o> 


Habitat. Migration \N'onmigratory 


DATE TIME_ LOCATION 


* crown; short postocular 


stripe; grayer 


underparts; green tail 


with whitish gray tips to 


outer feathers. 


Flight Pattern 


Made of pale plant down © outside decorated with lichens and bits of bark 


bound by spiderwebs © near tip of branch, usually in exposed position well up in 


tree ® at edge of woods or in savanna ® built by female ¢ 2 white eggs; elliptical. 


Plumage Sexes similar Weight 0.2 ounce 
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Family PROCHILIDAE | Species alothorax lucifer 7 Length 3_4 inches Wingspan 4_5 inches 


LUCIFER HUMMINGBIRD i 


upperparts 


| 
iT | i aan ta cha Wiles glistening | 
he only small hummingbird in the West green crown | 
| with a long strongly decurved bill, the willie | 
| Lucifer Hummingbird frequents arid postocular 
| slopes with agave and yucca, where it stripe e— 
is often attracted to the blooming ; ; 
Were 7 . aVe seen ec olistening eTeen ACCUTVEC 
flowers. Adult birds have greenish g g black bill 


upperparts and a buff wash on the 
sides. Male birds have a brilliant 
violet-purple to violet-red throat 
and a long deeply forked tail that 
looks spikelike when closed. 

¢ SONG Can be heard emitting 
high squeaky and twittering 

chip sounds. 


¢ BEHAVIOR This 
hummingbird feeds 
primarily on nectar but also 
takes insects and spiders. It 
often feeds at fairly low dep hoveed 
levels. It is very aggressive — greenish tail 
at feeding stations. In the 

presence of a female the 

male displays with a 

buzzing flight that has a aenieh 
wide pendulum motion. upperparts 
¢ BREEDING “i 
Promiscuous. Solitary. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 
15 days by female. 
Altricial young stay in 
nest 19-24 days. Up to 

2 broods per year. 


¢ POPULATION The 
breeding population of the 
Lucifer Hummingbird barely oe ee 
reaches the western US, where white-tipped feathers 
the birds are fairly common in the 


© violet-purple throat 


© while underparts 


MALE 


decurved black bill 


greenish crown 


BLACK-CHINNED 
HUMMINGBIRD 
Purple throat; black 


face; no white 
postocular stripe; 
straight black bill; short 
notched tail. 


—— buff wash 
on sides and 


ge flanks 


N\ white 


underparts 


FEMALE 


COSTA’S 
HUMMINGBIRD O 
Purple crown, head, and 
throat; straight bill; 


rufous tail 
feathers at base 


short rounded tail 


® western range. 


Big Bend area of ‘Texas. It is 
rare to casual in scrublands, arid 
slopes, and canyons in 
southwest New Mexico and 
southeast Arizona. Accidental 
elsewhere. Winters in Mexico. 
® FEEDERS Attracted to 
feeders with sugar water. 


Direct and hovering flight with very rapid 
wing beats. 


Plant fibers, flowers, lichen, and seeds held together with spider’s silk ¢ 


in shrubs 4—6 feet above ground; sometimes in open cholla cactus, on 


stem of ocotillo, or on agave stalk 2-10 feet above ground ® built by 


Shape ww Location Sie 


female ® 2 white eggs. 


RiebiaE |g Migration Migratory Weight (1 ounce 


JATE TIME LOCATION 


umage Sexes differ 
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Species 4 rehilochus colubris Wingspan 4 25_4 5 inches 


RUBY-THROATED HUMMINGBIRD ——~ a 


lhe only hummer known by most Easterners has a 


| Family PROCHILIDAE 
EES 2 


: reo . ar a . . . : 
range that covers most of eastern North America. This tale black tilts 4 
is the hummingbird that frequents Eastern gardens 

and feeders. Both sexes have glittering green (TOWN @ 


green crown and upperparts, and 


the underparts are grayish to 


LTCEN 


white. Males have black faces upperparts @ e black face 


and a deep red to orange-red 


throat, or gorget. The humming © deep red throat 


of its wings is clearly discernible 
from some distance. 

e SONG Series of rapid squeaky 
chipping notes. 

e¢ BEHAVIOR Feeds primarily 
on nectar but takes some insects 


greenish sides e—— 


and flanks 


and spiders, also sap trom sapsucker MALE 
‘e grayish white 


drill wells. In courtship flight male 
underparts 


makes huge a 180-degree arc back 
and torth, emitting a buzzing sound at ___ 4 hited dard 
its lowest point. Males often arrive on green tail 
breeding grounds well ahead of 
females. hese birds are strongly 
attracted to the color red, as are 


many other hummers. 
¢ BREEDING Solitary. 
e NESTING Incubation 11-16 white underparts 
¥ = a’ A bh a /; 
days by female. ileus young ith Duff wash 
. On sides and 
stay in nest 20-22 days. Fed by fynfc 


female. 1-3 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common to 
fairly common in breeding rounded tail with” 


range. A few winter regularly in = whvte-ripped 
outer feathers e 


white chin e—~ 


and throat FEMALE 


JUVENILE 
MALE 
—e greenish upperparts 


BLACK-CHINNED 
HUMMINGBIRD 
e Male has black chin; 


purple throat ¢ female 
very similar to female 
Ruby-throated but with 
white to grayish sides 
and flanks. 


south Florida. Rare elsewhere. 
¢ FEEDERS Red columbine in spring; 
saliva, trumpet or coral honeysuckle, and bee 
balm later in year. Also jewelweed, phlox, petunias, 

lilies, trumpet creeper, Siberian peatree, nasturtium, cone-shaped 
red flowers (wild and 

| Flight Pattern Pattern domesticated), and sugar water. 


® CONSERVATION Red food 
sae tse dyes added to sugar water may 
harm birds. Sometimes attracted 


to red supporting insulators on 
Very rapid wing beats (up to 75 per second). electrical fences, then killed. 


Nest Identification 


Shape Location 
p g catior a ay 


Soft plant down, fireweed, milkweed thistles, and leaves; bound with spider 
webs and cocoon material; trimmed with moss and lichens @ looks like knot on a 
branch @ 5-20 feet above ground, often on downsloping branch over brook and 


sheltered by leaves ¢ built by female ¢ 2 white eggs; elliptical, 0.5 x 0.3 inches. 


Habitat @ 9.9 ¢ Migration Migratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Plumage Sexes differ Weight () 1 ounce 


r 
4 
? 
2 
’ 
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Length 3 53.75 inches | Wingspan 4_5 inches 


Family TROCHILIDAE 


‘Species Arhilochus alexandri 


~ BLACK-CHINNED HUMMINGBIRD 


Like others in its genus, this western 
hummingbird has a complex courtship 
display. While flying in a pendulum 
pattern, the male vibrates its wings to 
_ make a buzzing noise when diving 
downward past the perched female. 
The black throat and distinctive 
white collar set this bird apart 

from its close cousin, the Ruby- 
throated Hummingbird. In good 

light the lower throat glistens 
in a violet band. Juveniles 
resemble adult females, and 
juvenile males begin to show 
some violet on the lower 
throat in late summer. 

¢ SONG Repetitive /eew 

or “chew. When defending 
feeding territory or giving 
chase, combines /eew 

note with high-pitched 
twitters and squeaks. 

¢ BEHAVIOR 


ereenish @ 


he ad 


greenish 
upperparts 


—e notched greenish tail 
with blackish outer 


| tail feathers 
FEMALE 


Solitary. Eats nectar, 
_ pollen, and insects. 
Hovers by flowers 
- to gather nectar or 
I sallies from perch 
to catch tiny 
insects in midair. 
Often twitches 

tail while 
- hovering. Prefers 
arid areas. Bathes in water 

or by hovering against wet foliage. 

¢ BREEDING Polygamous. Solitary nester. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 13-16 days by female. Young stay in 


greenish 
upperparts 


whitish throat 
may show 
faint greenish 
streaking 
whitish e 
underparts rounded green 
tail with white 
corners (this 
birds tail feathers 
are spread out) 


ee 


2-3 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Neotropical 
migrant. Common in lowlands 
and mountain foothills. Casual 
in the Southeast in winter. 

¢ FEEDERS Visits feeders 
with sugar water. 


= 


= $$ er et 


Swift direct flight. Hovers with rapid wing 
beats (approximately 75 times per second) 
to feed. Can fly backward. 


Similar Birds” 7 


nest 13-21 days. Fed by female. 


@ straight 
black bill 


© black throat 


© partial 
white collar 


@ whitish 
underparts 


© dusky green 


sides and flanks 


ret 


hi 
+ 


RUBY-THROATED 
HUMMINGBIRD Q 
Female twitches tail less 
while feeding: shorter 
bill; greener crown; buff 
wash on sides; different 


voice, 


COSTA’S 
HUMMINGBIRD @ 
Smaller; generally grayer 
upperparts and whiter 
underparts; squared tail 
with white tips and 
black central tail 
feathers; different voice 
¢ does not stray to the 
Southeast. 


Plant down and spider’s silk ¢ decorated outside with small leaves and flowers 
* set in fork of small branch 4-8 feet above ground (sometimes up to 30 feet) 
¢ built by female ¢ 1-3 white eggs; elliptical, with 1 end slightly more 


Shape wy 


Location & es 


pointed, 0.5 x 0.3 inches. 


 flumage Sexes differ | Habitatee se e ~ Migration Migratory Weight (1 ounce 


- 


\ 


JIATE TIME LOCATION 


es 


Family TP? ROCHILIDAE Species Calypte Anna Length 3.54 inches 
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Wingspan 4 75 inches 


ANNA’S HUMMINGBIRD 


Able to adapt to suburban habitat, this 


hummingbird is expanding geographically vose-ned bead * ee 
and becoming more numerous. Although throat, and , 


vide v Of Nec b 
© short straight 


black bill 


predominantly nonmigratory, some have 
been reported to migrate. It eats more insects 
and spiders than any other hummingbird. ‘he 
male, which often vocalizes while perched, ts 


the only North American hummingbird with rose- MALE 


red crown and throat. Juveniles are similar to 
females, but juvenile males have some red on the 
$e vrayish 
underparts with 
greenish tint to 
sides, flanks, 


and belly 


crown as well as the throat. 

¢ SONG Sharp squeaky call, cick. Chase calls 

are rapid, high-pitched rattles. Song is garbled 
mixture of Coarse squeaky notes, usually 

delivered from a perch. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary. Eats nectar, 

insects, spiders, and sap from e straight black bill 
sapsucker drill wells. Hovers 
to gather nectar from 
flowers. Catches insects 


slightly notched, 
dark green tail 
with blackish outer 
a fail feathers 


@ LTCON (TORN, 
nape, and 
upperparts 


in midair and plucks 
: : | red flecks ore 
spiders and insects spot on throat 


from spider webs. 


Often bathes by FEMALE JUVENILE 


hovering against rain- MALE 


or dew-covered foliage. 
Male displays for female 

ina high arc, making 
explosive chirp at the bottom 
after a rapid dive. Often found 
in gardens and attending 
ornamental plantings in yards. 


pale gray e— 
underparts 


BLACK-CHINNED 
HUMMINGBIRD 
COSTA’S 7 
HUMMINGBIRD & 


Smaller; whitish 


‘ underparts; lack red 
é markings on throat 
¢ Costa’s winters only as 


far east as west Texas. 


rounded green tail 
sa mess — with white tips on 
¢ BREEDING Polygamous. Solitary. npr tees tae 
¢ NESTING Incubation 14-19 days by 

female. Altricial young stay in nest 

18-23 days, fed by female. 2-3 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Abundant; increasing. Vagrants get to coastal 


Alaska in summer; casual to 
Flight Pattern 


accidental in the East in winter. 
Fhes forward, backward, up, down, and 


¢ FEEDERS Sugar-water. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant wintering 
south to central Baja and 
northwestern Mexico. 


side to side on rapidly beating wings as It 


feeds. Swift darting flight from place to 


place. Wing beats a blur. 


Nest Identification 


Shape qq Location bail es 


Plant down bound with spider silk and lined with plant down and feathers ¢ on 
small tree branch, on ledge of cliff, or sometimes on utility wire ¢@ 1.5—-30 feet 
above ground ® built by female ¢ 1-3 white eggs; elliptical oval or subelliptical, 


with similar curvatures at each end, 0.5 x 0.3 inches. 


Habitat @ oe @ Y ww S| Migration Nonmigratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Plumage Weight () 1 ounce 


Sexes differ 
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Family "PROCHILIDAE Peles Cyl pte costa | Length 3.5 inches Wingspan 4 5 inches 


COSTA’S HUMMINGBIRD 


Living primarily in the desert, these birds 
breed early before the season warms up, then short straight % 
migrate south to avoid the extreme heat of black bill oy 
middle to late summer. It is the 
second smallest bird in North 
America, a distinctly grayish 
looking hummingbird from a 
distance. Females are similar to 7descent violet 
males but show white corners gorget down 

: sides of neck 
on the green tail and lack the 
violet crown and coloring down 
the sides of the neck. ‘The ical ial -_ 
striking gorget feathers can be 
elevated to stick out along the sides of the throat. 


violet crown 


grayish green 
upperparts 


greenish wash on 
sides and flanks 


short greenish tail 
with black outer 


Juveniles are similar to females, but juvenile males tail feathers 
MALE 
the center of a dusky-streaked throat. 
SONG Shrill hissing or piercing ee pein nantes | 
| whistle in display flight. Calls include eyes, nape, and straight 
liquid twittering chip. upperparts black bill JUVENILE 


MALE 


BLACK-CHINNED 
HUMMINGBIRD Q 
Larger; greener 


upperparts; grayer 
underparts; voice 
differs. 


e BEHAVIOR Solitary. Feeds and 
perches at low to middle levels. Eats Aes 
‘nectar, insects, spiders, and sap. pers A 
Hovers to gather nectar from flowers 
_ and catches insects in air. Plucks 
trapped insects and spiders from 
webs. Often feeds with tail wagging. 
_ Frequents desert and arid scrub 

+ foothill habitats. Sometimes soars 

~ between clumps of flowers. 


¢ BREEDING Polygamous. Solitary. 


a ¢ NESTING Incubation 15-18 days by female. Altricial young 
» stay in nest 20-23 days, fed by female. Males often leave late- 
|, nesting females still incubating eggs to avoid heat of summer. 


| 
| 
7 
H 
{ 
: 
; 
| often have purple feathers forming a small chevron in 
; 


white 
underparts 


ANNA’S 
HUMMINGBIRD & 
Larger; green 
upperparts; gray 
underparts with 
greenish wash on sides; 


FEMALE 


white tips on outer 
three tail feathers; 
straight black bill; red 
on throat. 


1 brood per year. 


: 

. ¢ POPULATION Fairly common. Casual to western ‘Texas and 
. northward to southern Alaska. 

e FEEDERS Sugar water. 


¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 
Development of desert habitats 
for housing and agriculture 
Moves swiftly from place to place on a could be potentially harmful to 


whir of wings. Hovers, moving in all overall population. 
directions while feeding. 


Plant down, forb leaves, bud scales, flowers, and bark strips, bound with spider 
silk © on fork of tree, shrub, yucca, or dead cacres ¢ 3-9 feet above ground 

¢ built by female ¢ 2 white eggs; elliptical to oval, with occasional tendency 
toward elliptical ovate, 0.5 x 0.3 inches. 


‘| Habitat » yoy oe Migration Migratory Weight (1 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape qy Location & a es 


Plumage Sexes differ 
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Family “Pb ROCHILIDAE 


CALLIOPE HUMMINGBIRD 


his is the smallest bird north of Mexico. As the 
female incubates her eggs in the extreme 
cold of the high mountains, she does 


not become torpid but is able 


to maintain her body heat from 
the insulation in the nest and 
by remaining at rest. In addition 


to the small size, note the short 
black bill and the short tail. 

e SONG Relatively silent. High 
shrill sharp chips, s7 4s7-4s/, 

fsi-fs1, repeated. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary. Often 
dominated by other hummingbirds 
at flowers. Hovers over low flowers 
to feed and snatches insects in 
midair. Plucks insects and spiders 
from web and also drinks sap from 
holes drilled by sapsuckers. Hardy; 
inhabits open coniferous, 

montane forests and mountain 
meadows. Courting males fly 

in huge U-shaped pattern in 
front of the female, rising as 
high as 65 feet before 
darting back down to 

repeat the pattern. Gives 
high-pitched /zz¢ note 

at bottom of dive. 

¢ BREEDING 
Polygamous. Solitary. 

e NESTING 

Incubation 15-16 days 

by female. Young stay 

in nest 18-23 days, fed by 
female. 1 brood per year, 


SPee kled 


buff u 


tint to 


reddish violet- 


with light rufous 


short straight 
reddish violet-streaked, black bill 
V-shaped gorget on white 
background of throat 


greenish 
upperparts 


primaries 
extend beyond 
tail when perched 


tos white 
i underparts 


with green 
speckling on 
sides 


MALE 


‘ a if 


short tail 


LTCen ish 
upperparts 


RUFOUS 
HUMMINGBIRD @ 
throat e— : 
Larger; more rufous 
sides; rufous at base of 
tail feathers; wings fall 
short of tail end when 
bird is perched. 


BROAD-TAILED 
HUMMINGBIRD 
Larger; tail extends 
beyond primaries; 
rufous at base of tail 
feathers. 


nderparts 
sides 


FEMALE 


although may possibly have 2 broods. 


Hovers on whirring wings when feeding; 
moves up, down, back, and forward. Swift 
zipping direct flight from place to place. 


Location i 


Shape Ww 


¢ POPULATION Common. 
Rare in the Southeast in fall and 
in winter. 

¢ FEEDERS Will come to 
feeders filled with sugar water. 
® CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Vulnerable 
to loss of habitat. 


Shredded bark, bits of cones, and plant down, covered with lichen ¢ bound with 
cocoon material and spider’s silk, with lining of plant down ¢ on dead or live tree 
limbs or on conifer cone, protected by larger tree branches ¢ sometimes built on 
previous year’s nest © 2-70 feet above ground ¢ built by female ¢ 2 white eggs; 


Plumage Sexes differ 


DATE 


elliptical to oval, 0.5 x 0.3 inches. 


TIME LOCATION 


Weight (1 ounce 
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peneeles Selasphorus platycercus 


BROAD-TAILED HUMMINGBIRD 


‘The male’s wings produce a unique trilling sound 
when the bird ts in flight. The buzzing whistle 
sound ts produced by air rushing through the 
slots created by the finely tapered tips of the rose-red 
male’s outer primaries. Dwelling in the Rocky GUEGee © 
Mountains and outlying mountain ranges, it — idescent green 
can be seen bathing in the shallow waters upperparts @ 
of mountain streams or defending its 
territory of flower patches from other 


| Family TP ROCHILIDAE Length 44.5 inches | Wingspan 5 inches 


é long straight 
black bill 


hummingbirds. When perched the =a fd 

wings extend beyond the tail tip. paca ae 
ba ) green oe gradually 

e SONG Fairly sharp but not hard, sides become white 


repeated chip; chitter chitter chitter; no near throat 
song. In display makes high thin 
slurred szzzzzziiuu. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary. Feeds and 
perches at low to middle levels in open 
pine and pine-oak woodlands and 
edges. Eats nectar, insects, spiders, and 
sap. Hovers with tail closed, rarely 
flashed open or wagged, to feed on 
nectar and catch insects in flight. 
Plucks insects and spiders from 
spider webs. Like other hummers, 
eats sap from holes drilled by Sen es 
sapsuckers. In display flight eee 
, male flies in U-shaped pattern 
in front of female, diving FEMALE 
30-50 feet; both sexes may 
ascend together to 
90-100 feet, with one white-tipped 
4—5 feet beneath the outer tail 
_, other, before diving feathers have 
: rufous base 
back down again. 
¢ BREEDING Promiscuous. Solitary nester. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 14-17 days by female. Young stay in 
nest 21-26 days. Fed by female. 1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common in 
summer in mountains. Casual in 
autumn and winter in Gulf 
Coast states. 

¢ FEEDERS Sugar water. 

© CONSERVATION 


MALE 


bronze dots 


CALLIOPE 
HUMMINGBIRD Q 
Female is smaller; wing 


tips extend beyond 
short tail; lighter rufous 


rufous sides 
tint on sides; no rufous 


in bases of tail feathers; 


shorter bill. 


Hovers when feeding, moving in all 


directions in a blur of rapidly beating i i 
wings. Swift dashing direct flight from Neotropical migrant. 
point to point. 


Plant down and bound with spider webs; exterior made of lichens, bark shreds, 


and leaves ® on horizontal tree branch or occasionally in fork; often near or over 


mountain streams; 4-15 feet above ground ® buitc by female ¢ 2 white eggs; 


elliptical-oval or subelliptical, 0.5 x 0.34 inches. 


DATE TIME ___.». LOCATION _ —_ ee eee eee 
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Family "TP ROCHILIDAE 


Length 3.75 inches | Wingspan 4 75 inches | 
| 


RUFOUS HUMMINGBIRD 


[his tenacious hummingbird aggressively 


defends its territory and will attack not 


eS 


© rufous 
upperparts 


only larger birds such as blackbirds and ss 
thrushes, but also chipmunks. At Bhaok bill 
feeders it 1s intolerant of all other 

would-be visitors and spends much of 


its time driving them away from the white chest, ween mankins 
¥ ee ee 
Ct: ce often extends as 5 & 
nectar. Like most hummingbirds, ste 2 : an pulous bak 
: (é ¢ \ 
highly attracted to the color red, it has 
oe on belly 


been known to examine human 
clothing, magazine covers, and other 


MALE 


rufous wash 


items showing this color. ‘This is the a 
on underparts 


only hummingbird in North America 
with a rufous back, and the one most 
likely to be seen in the East in the fall 
and winter after the Ruby-throated 


Hummingbirds have migrated south. white throat e_ 
Ihe male has green markings on his speckled with onan 
. . . & 
rufous back, and his gorget sparkles small spots upperparts 


copper-red in good light; the female also 


has small Spots on her throat that appear red white breast and e— 
in certain light. center of belly 


e SONG Call is sibilant ewp chewp; in 


detense chases, proclaims xece-chupppity-chup. - 
rufous-buff on 


gS Py ] N Ds 62 r | ‘ ’ > z 2 
BEI IAVIOR Solitary. A hardy hummer that des Haake, 
nests as far north as southern Alaska. Strongly and sides of belly 


prefers red to any other color and hovers by 

red tubular flowers, such as columbine and tiger lilies, 

to gather nectar. Feeds and perches at low to middle levels. 
Catches insects in midair and eats sap from holes drilled by 
sapsuckers. Plucks spiders and insects from webs. Wings make 


ee os de ALLEN’S 
buzzy whistle in flight. Male displays for female in U-shaped or HUMMINGBIRD 
oval pattern; ascends with back to female, then dives, turning Mo = Male has green back; ? 
toward her on whistling wings with orange-red gorget flashing. female indistinguishable 
— +. 48 : . . é in the field; in the hand, 
¢ BREEDING Polygamous. Solitary in small loose semicolonies. call Feathers mors 
e NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Altricial young slender. 


stay in nest 20 days, fed by female. 1-2 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Abundant to 
common. Rare in the East in 
fall and winter. 


¢ FEEDERS Sugar water. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Possible 
decline in recent years; no 
noted cause. 


Hovers while feeding; darts up and down, 
in and out, and backwards; swift and 


dashing flight on a blur of whirring wings. 


Nest Identification 


Shape ay 


Plant down, covered with lichen, moss, bud scales, leaves, shredded bark, and 


plant fibers; bound with spider silk and lined with plant down ¢ most often on 
drooping limb; occasionally in fork of tree or shrub, 5—50 feet above ground 
¢ built by female ¢ 2 white eggs; elliptical oval or subelliptical, 0.5 x 0.33 inches. 


Habitat 1. ® « Migration Migratory 


ATE TIME LOCATION 


Location i 


Plumage. ch wes ditrer Weight (1 ounce 


tos 


am 
ed 
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i 
| amily "TROCHILIDAE Species Sv/asphorus sasin | “©P8N 3.75 inches | Wingspan 4.75 inches 


ALLEN’S HUMMINGBIRD a 


Mraight | | 


T ~ . . : . at a . . . . eae 2 
When defending its territory this diminutive black bill | 


bird will attack many birds, including large MALE 
hawks. Highly adaptable, it can be found in 

) suburban gardens and parks in its range. green (TOWN © 
Males appear similar to the Rufous 

| Hummingbird but have a green back; 
females and juveniles are inseparable 
from the Rufous in the field. Allen’s is 
often found in drier habitats, including 
chaparral and thickets, than the Rufous. 
¢ SONG Utters sharp c/7p or series of chips 
similar to voice of Rufous Hummingbird. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary. Gathers nectar 
from flowers and catches insects in 
midair. Also plucks insects and spiders 
from webs. Eats sap from sapsucker 
holes. In courtship display male flies 
in J-shaped pattern: He ascends 
75-80 feet and dives on whistling 
wings to the level of the perched 

| female, then ascends about 

_ 25 feet on the other side of the 

_ arc and hovers, with his gorget 
glittering in the sun. Begins 
with pendulum-like, side-to- 

| side display. Males may 


copper red 


» corgel 


LTeen 
upperparts e 


© white below 
throat on 
breast extends 
in line onto 
center of belly 


@ rufous sides, 
Hanks, and 
sides of belly 


Ye rufous rump 


and tail 


» white throat with 


FEMALE bronze dotted pattern 


- depart breeding areas a green 
month or more before upperparts 


» females depart ~ 16 RUFOUS 
‘ : JB rufous-buff z— HUMMINGBIRD 
* e BREEDING Promiscuous. underparts Wee Sac pets tek 


with rufous 


) Solitary nester. Semicolonial, : 
_ wash on sides 


.,with nests often clustered. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 
15-22 days by female. Young 
stay in nest 22—25 days. Fed 
by female. 2 broods per year. 


¢ POPULATION Common to 


® female and juvenile 


have wider outer tail 
feathers, which can 
only be discerned in 
the hand © breeding 
range is more northern 
and further inland. 


rufous on base 
of tail feathers 


Flight Pattern fairly common. Casual to rare 
vagrant in the East in autumn 


migration and winter. 
¢ KEEDERS Sugar water. 
| | Hovers when feeding, moving in all CONSERVATION Dec lining 


directions in a blur of rapidly beating because of habitat loss. 
wings. Swift darting direct flight. 


Shape g Location py * 


| 7 j y j : 
plumage Sexes differ Habitat 6.@ st a Migration Neotropical migrant | We'€ 0.1 ounce 


MATE _ TIME LOCATION __ 


2s as _ Kn > » as - 
Nest Identification . 
pe i aie ; Moss, stems, weeds, and plant down; covered with lichens and bound with 
spider’s silk ¢ lined with plant down ¢ in shaded area on top of tree limb, shrub, 


or building @ built by female ¢ 2 white eggs, 0.5 x 0.33 inches. 
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| Family TROGONIDAE Species Tryoon elegans Length 1112.5 inches | Wingspan 18_22 inches 
| 


N ‘ trys TN y ros 
ELEGANT TROGON | 

: : T¢d TINE @ 

Nlore often heard than seen, this around eve 


bird has a habit of sitting practically , 
AECP ZUSTENINE ZTCCN @ 


motionless for long periods of time in head. breast. and 


ti 


4 short, thick 
yellow bill 


or just below the canopy. [ts posture upperparts 
is erect, with the long tail pointing 
straight down. Plumage features a 
unique combination of pink (female) <6 iis bat 
separates breast 


to deep red (male) underparts and a 
from belly 


tail that is white below with narrow 


MALE 
black vermiculations and black 
terminal band. 
e SONG Series of hoarse, throaty, 
downslurred 4 7ow “rv notes repeated ———e deep red belly, | 
5-10 times, then a pause before sides, flanks, and | 
és undertail coverts 
the next series. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Often sits | 
quietly for long periods in 
SYCaAMOTES and oaks in brown head and | 
wooded mountain canyons, @ “pperparts white undertail 
particularly in the vicinity | with blackish gray 
pe Feed pale vermiculations 
0 streams. oe son brownish | 
insects, berries, and white lower 
fruits, which it often downward- em ® breast 


gathers by sallying or = curved 


by hovering beneath = ®#/ patch 


5 . behind ¢ Ve 
vegetation. Often 
vocal in early morning, brown 
with calls carrying long upper breast 


distances In mountain 


| 
canyons. Often allows white bar @ 
t (TOSSES breast 


@ pinkish belly, EARED TROGON 
sides, flanks, Larger; dark bill; larger 
and undertail patch of white on blue- 


fairly close approach. 
¢ BREEDING FEMALE 
\lonogamous. Solitary. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 22-23 days 

by both sexes. Altricial young stay in 


coverts black tail; no white 

. band across breast 

¢ no white patch behind 
ear of female ® does not 
stray into southeast 


nest 20-23 days. Fed by both sexes. 
¢ POPULATION US population small and local. Accidental to 


casual in south ‘Texas. 
Flight Pattern 


© CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to habitat loss by 
4 af ie 
Slow undulating flight, but rapid when voice recordings are used to 


9 | ‘. deforestation, as well as to 
4 
bird Is pressed . . Fi - 
attract territorial birds. 


disturbance by observers while 
Nest Identification 


Shape en Location + & As 


nesting, especially if playback 


Hay, straw, trash, mosses, wool, feathers, and thistle down with little or no lining 


@ inside natural cavity of large streamside trees such as sycamores or in deserted 


woodpecker hole ¢ 12-40 feet above ground ¢ 3-4 white eggs; rounded ovate to 


oval; 1.14 x 0.9 inches. 


Habitat Migration \fost do not migrate 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Plumage: Gases differ Weight 2 4 ounces 


Family ‘TROGONIDAE 
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Species Fy priloris neoxenus | ‘©8th 1314.25 inches | Wingspan 29.24 inches 


EARED TROGON 


a 7 va y 7 ¢ . ‘ >s ‘ oY 
[his large trogon with a small head and thick way Black fied 
body is very mobile, often flying considerable and face @ 


distances across canyons or up and down 


them before landing again. ‘he long deep blue-green 
blue-black tail is mostly white upperparts @ 


underneath, and the bill is small and 
dark. Its undertail coverts are a rich 

| red. The species is not a well- 

| known bird in the US. Like the 

| males, females have deep blue- 
green upperparts and a blue- 
black tail, but females have 
pinkish red undertail coverts 
and a smoky gray head, 


throat, and breast. 


¢ SONG Drawn-out 
upslurred shrieking ending 
with chuck note. Also gives 
bold grating cackling. Male’s 
song is long tremulous 
repetition of 2-syllable 
whistled notes that increase 
in volume, whee whee wheerr-1 
wheerr-I wheerr-ih wheerr-ih. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Prefers to 
inhabit mountain canyons 
with pine, pine-oak, or pine- 
evergreen forests. Diet consists FEMALE 
primarily of fruits, berries, and \ Fela Siailiabirde 
insects taken from a variety of AN --—- 
vegetation. An elusive bird, it 
* may sit quietly in one place for mostly white 
» long periods of time and vocalize = “”dertail e—— 
infrequently, if at all. _ 
¢ BREEDING The species is 
monogamous and solitary. 


¢ NESTING Breeding biology is poorly known. Incubation and 


ee eee 


Undulating and direct flight with slow to may be declining because of 


moderately rapid wing beats. logging and habitat loss. 


Shape By 


DATE 


Flight 


Location & x na 


‘ 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat Ag. S08 Migration Nonmigratory | Wel€" Undetermined 


Pattern 


blackish gray 
hill 


MALE 


® deep blue-green 
throat and breast 


» rich red belly, 


sides, and flanks 


deep blue- 


black tail . smoky gray-brown head 


er gray-black bill 


smoky gray-brown 
throat and breast 


pinkish red belly, 


sides, and flanks 


ELEGANT “TROGON 
Smaller; yellow bill; 


white band across 


breast; vermiculated 


Q undertail pattern 


¢ female has white 


patch behind eye; paler 


feeding of young 1s performed 
by both sexes. 

¢ POPULATION Rare and 
local in US in several mountain 
canyons in southeast Arizona. 
Status in Mexico unknown, but 


Uses abandoned flicker holes ¢ 25—70 feet above ground ® 2 pale blue eggs. 


TIME __ LOCATION 
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| Family AT, CEDINIDAE Species (vry/e torquata Length 16.5 inches Wingspan 24 29 inches 


| 
| 
- 
| 


RINGED KINGFISHER = 
‘This is the largest kingfisher in the 
Western Hemisphere. A strikingly Siva bed 


colored bird, itis W idely distributed ® with Tage d crest ree 


in the Americas but barely reaches 


north of the US border with 
long heavy 


\lexico. Found along big rivers, 
@ black bill 


this bird flies and perches 


high. ‘The upperparts and 


most of the head are blue- 
~e white chin extends into 


eray, While the underparts 
ae I white collar around neck 


blue-gray e 


are chiefly bright rufous. 
: s upperparts 


The black bill is large. In MALE 
flight, males show white 
underwing and 


undertail coverts: TUJOUS @ 


underparts white undertail 


females show rufous. 
» COVETTS 


¢ SONG Drawling 
low-pitched harsh 


loud clattering rattle. 
In flight this bird blue-gray head 
gives a loud cla-ak! with ragged crest @ 


e BEHAVIOR 


Largely solitary and 


somewhat noisy. gray breast 

. ; bordered 

40 along large ‘ : 
Found along | ger below with e white chin extends into 


rivers, lakes, and white band white collar around neck 
lagoons, where it 
hunts from a perch 


and dives for fish and 


© blue-gra\ 


rufous upperparts 


; : underparts 
sometimes frogs and 
; . : BELTED KINGFISHER 
reptiles. Often w ags OF Smaller; white 
bobs its tail. Often 


perches high on 


underparts with gray 
band across breast 


: ¢ female hz f 
overhanging branches, poles, beanies aeteee 


and utility wires. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous and solitary. 
¢ NESTING Incubation by both sexes. Altricial young remain 


in nest 35 days, fed by both 
Flight Pattern 


band across belly, sides, 
and flanks; white 
undertail coverts. 


SCXES. 
¢ POPULATION Uncommon 
and local but has gradually 
increased its range in the 
southeast Texas area since the 
mid-1960s. Widespread in the 
American tropics. 


High direct flight with floppy wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Shape on Location a 


Habitat same, Migration Nonmigratory | “E'S 11.1 ounces 


DATE — TIME LOCATION 5 


Digs burrows in high bank # sometimes far from water ¢ 5-8 feet deep 


¢ 3-6 white eggs. 


Plumage Sexes differ 


— 
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Ferny ALCEDINIDAE laces: ; | Leneth 1114.5 inches | Winéspan 22_36 inches 


BELTED KINGFISHER 


Widely distributed and common along freshwater 

bodies of water as well as the coast, this is the shaggy crest e— 
| only kingfisher across most of its range, except 
along the Mexican border. It is one of the few 
North American birds in which the female is 
; 
‘ 
| 
| 


white spot in 
: wok : front of eye 
more colorful than the male. ‘he male has MALE ,. 
blue-gray upperparts with a blue-gray 

band across the breast and appears big- broad white ¥ 
headed with its large bill and ragged collar @——t 
crest. In flight it shows a white 

: blue-gray 

patch on the upperwing at the upperparts 
base of the primaries. 

¢ SONG Bold raspy rattle sounds 


like a heavy fishing reel. 


A 


long thick 
black bill 


blue-gray 


¢ BEHAVIOR Generally solitary. band across 
Plunges headfirst into water from breast 
perch or a hover up to 20 feet or white 

more above water to catch underparts 


fish. Feeds primarily on 
fish but also takes 
amphibians, reptiles, 
insects, crustaceans, 
and mollusks. 
Frequents favorite 
perches along 
waterways for - 
hunting. Pair digs a 
’ burrow in bank 
| 3-7 feet deep (can — chestnut band 
| be up to 15 feet). ross belly 
_® BREEDING 

Monogamous; solitary nester. 


“e NESTING Incubation 
|, 23-24 days by both sexes. 
| Altricial young stay in nest 27-29 days. 

Fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Slight decline in North America. 


¢ CONSERVATION Often 
viewed as problem at fish 
hatcheries; before regulation 
they were shot and killed at 
hatcheries and along trout 

Slow direct flight with somewhat erratic streams. This pay still occur at 


pattern. Hovers above water to search some hatcheries. 
for prey. 


~~ a. 2 aE te A a ES TE Resets 


BLUE JAY 
Smaller; brighter blues; 
“te black band on breast 


forms collar. 


chestnut on RINGED KINGFISHER 
In southeast Texas only 
e larger ¢ male has 


sides and flanks 


FEMALE 


bright rufous-chestnut 
underparts with no 
white; female has 

narrow white band. 


ation Horizontal burrow, occasionally slanted upward, in bank beside fresh water 
¢ usually no lining but debris and undigested fish bones and scales ® may be far 


Shape a Location r from water ® 3-7 feet long ® built by both sexes ® 5-8 white eggs, about 


1.3 x 1.0 inches. 


TIME LOCATION 


-—— 
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Family AT CEDINIDAE 


Species (p/yroceryle americana | ©"8 8.75 inches 


(GREEN KINGFISHER 


Our smallest kingfisher has a very restricted hort crest @ 


Wingspan 4 {_13 inches 


US range. It has dark green upperparts 


with a white collar and a long black bill. 
‘The white outer tail feathers are 
conspicuous In flight, when the bird 


may call attention to itself with its . 
long straight e 


high-pitched cheep notes. Since it hlack bill 


-© white colar 
hunts from low perches along quiet 


waterways, It is difficult to see. 


‘ ie, Se wide rufous-€ @ dark green 
© SONG Faint but abrasive “ck ee upperparts 
tick, usually with a brief rattle breast band 
at the end. In flight, the i 

: 5 < dark green Spots on @ 
Green Kinefisher utters cite amd Honk 
squeaky cheep notes. 


e BEHAVIOR This bird 


; ' ; © wings 
prefers small clear streams, white underparts © } 


Hecked with 
white dots 
and streaks 


quiet pools, and backwaters, 


where it hunts from low 
perches along the edge of the 
water or from rocks in the 
water. It does not hover 


like larger kingfishers. 
Ries pS ala’ © dark green 
Feeds primarily on jroden collar ofe— 


“ . upperparts 
small fish taken ina green spots and a! 
plunging dive and on streaks ON Upper 


breast extends 


aquatic insects and 
onto sides 


white outer 


amphibians. Can be @ tail feathers 


easily overlooked except 

for its sharp vocalizations. 

e¢ BREEDING Monogamous 
and solitary. 

e NESTING Incubation 


19-21 days by both sexes. Altricial y oung remain in the nest 
2? 


FEMALE 


BELTED KINGFISHERG 


Lf Bi ED KINGFISHER" 


arger with blue-gray 


a upperparts and head. 
Rare to casual in southeastern Arizona; has recently begun nesting 


locally in south Arizona, ete 
Flight Pattern 


—26 days, fed by both sexes. 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon and local in southern Texas; may 
have declined in parts of ‘Texas with loss of streamside habitat. 


spreading north from Mexico be \ ROWS S 3 
across the US border. 
© CONSERVATION Water 


pollution and loss of streamside 


riparian habitats have negative 
impacts on the small 
populations of this kingfisher. 


Horizontal burrow 2—3 feet deep in stream bank ¢ built by both sexes 


¢ 3-6 white eggs, I inch in diameter. 


Shape oe Location ‘ 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat wees y Migration Nionmigratory | We'8t 1.3 ounces 


DATE ___ TIME. LOCATION 
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Family PIGIDAE Species Melanerpes lewis Length 1(-11.5 inches | wingspan 20-21 inches 


LEWIS’S WOODPECKER 

Discovered by and named for Meriwether Lewis of the 
Lewis and Clark expedition of 1803-1806, this bird 
often is mistaken for a crow in flight because of its 


overall blackish appearance and its direct flight blacbick 
pattern, which is unlike most woodpeckers. It green head 
is the only North American woodpecker wide gray | 


dark red 
@ face patch 


that is mostly black with iridescent green collar @ 
: black back and 


highlights and a pinkish belly. In flight it upperparts with 
shows a blackish green crissum. ‘The glossy green sheen 
female is similar to the male but 
smaller. Juveniles have a brownish 
head and underparts and lack the 
gray collar, red face, and pink belly. 
¢ SONG Usually silent. Grating 
repetitive call of churrr-churrr or 
chea-er. Alarm call is yick-yick. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 
pairs. May perch on wires to 
catch insects in flight, which ts 
unusual for woodpeckers; also 
probes for insects in trees. Diet 
also includes nuts and fruits. 
Stores surplus food in crevice of 
tree in nonbreeding season, 
modifying acorns and nuts to fit 
the hole by removing the shell 
and shaping them. Defends cache 
, from would-be robbers. Frequents 
logged areas, burns, riparian 
woodlands, and orchards. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Pairs may 
mate for life. Solitary nester. 
‘e@ NESTING Incubation 13-14 days by both sexes (male at night, 
female during day). Altricial young stay in nest 28-34 days. Fed by both 
sexes. | brood per year. JUVENILE 


black bill 


wide blackish e— 
LTCEN WINGS 


black legs 
and feet 


@ pinkish 
red belly 


—— bla kish 
green tail 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon to fairly common. Declined in recent 
years, especially on northwest coast. Some individuals are nomadic. 
Accidental in the East. 

e FEEDERS Visits feeders 
with suet and other foods. 

© CONSERVATION Listed as 
a species of special concern by 
the National Audubon Society, 
but populations have appeared 


j 


| light Pattern Pattern 


Pl 


Crowlike flight with slow deliberate wing 


beats. Sallies from perch to take insects in 


flight, returning to same or nearby perch. stable in recent decades. 


Nest Identification \ few wood chips or pieces of bark ¢ in trunks of dead or live trees or poles; 


often in snag of living tree ® 2- to 3-inch entrance hole; 9- to 30-inch-deep 


cavity; 5 170 feet high bd built by both SEXES, but male does most of excavating 
Location gy, ba 
AO" att ¢ 4-9 white eggs; oval to elliptical, 1 inch in diameter 


ATE as Hh) || LOCATION 


Weight 4.1 ounces 


lumage Sexes similar Migration Some migrate 
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Length 8.5— 


Family PICIDAE Species Ve/anerpes erythrocephalus 9.25 inches 


Wingspan 1618 inches 


RED-HEADED WOODPECKER 


Ihe ecological eastern counterpart of Lewis's red head, neck, 
e@ and throat 


Woodpecker, this is the only woodpecker in the 
Kast with an entirely red head. Unlike many 


other woodpeckers, the Red-headed 


Woodpecker catches most of its food in flight, 
from the ground, or by gleaning it from tree 
trunks and limbs; it rarely bores holes in 

trees to probe for insects. ‘he male does, 
however, vigorously drill its nest cavity 

with the aid of its mate. In flight the 

white underparts, white rump, and oe ae 
large white secondary patches contrast — p,,f 
sharply with the black tail, wings, and 

back. Juveniles have brownish black 


upperparts and brown heads. black legs 


tien ive Het.8 ; black wing e— and feet 

e SONG Fairly noisy. In breeding eras 

. re oS 
season has bold grating gueark or primaries i , 
queer, queer, queer. A\so sounds like a By 
chicken clucking, fer7-uck, kerr-uck. 
e BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. : © while 

underparts 


vats various insects, spiders, millipedes, 

and centipedes; sometimes takes eggs and 
young of other birds, mice, corn, grains, various 
nuts, and berries. Often hunts from low perches, 
flying to ground to pick up prey or nut. Caches 
acorns and nuts, removing shells and storing the 
meat for winter. 

e¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 


e NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by both sexes. : 
Altricial young stay in nest 27-31 days. Fed by black tail @ 


RED-BELLIED 
WOODPECKER CO 
Red crown and nape 
only; barred black-and- 


both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon and declining. 

Casual to accidental west of the Rocky Mountains. 

¢ FEEDERS AND BIRDHOUSES Suet, sunflower seeds, 
cracked corn, raisins, nuts, and bread. Some will nest in 


white upperparts; white 


patches at bases of 


primaries; grayish face 
and underparts. 


birdhouse built for woodpeckers. 
® CONSERVATION Listed as species of special concern by 
National Audubon Society. 
Decline in past century due to 
habitat loss, collisions with 
automobiles, and competition 
for nesting cavities with 
European Starling. Creosote- 
coated utility poles are lethal to 


Strong flight with slow steady shallow 
wing beats. Sallies for flying insects, then 


returns to same or nearby perch. 


eggs and young. 


In snag, limb of living tree, stump, or dead tree ® 1.75-inch entrance; 8-24 inches 
deep; 8-80 feet above ground ¢ drilled mostly by male ¢ 4-7 white eggs; oval to 


elliptical, | inch in diameter. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitatee @ uo Migration Some migrate | Welt 2.5 ounces 


DATE __ TIME LOCATION 


oe oe 
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Family PICIDAE Species We/anerpes formicivorus | €E 9 inches | wingspan 17 inches 


+ 


Plumage Sexes differ 


ACORN WOODPECKER 


WHITE ACTOSS forehead 


r XN . . . . . 

[his noisy sociable woodpecker is whitish eye ® passes in front of eye and 

~ “c . \ 

found where oaks are plentiful in the \ forms bib across throat 
’ \ 

southwestern US and along the 


Pacific Coast from Baya 
California to Washington. Its 
colorful face pattern is 
clownlike, with bright 
contrasting splashes of white, ee po earaee 
black, red, and yellow set Of head 
around a pale yellow-white eye. 
In flight white patches show on 
each wing and the rump. In 
appearance, the females differ 
from the male only in their 
bicolor crown, which is black in 
front and red in the back. 

¢ SONG Waka, waka, waka 
repeated often. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Clans of birds store 

acorns in individual holes drilled in a 

tree trunk in autumn, pounding nuts 

into each hole for winter food supply. 

The same granary tree is used year 

after year. ‘The clan actively defends its 
stored larder from being stolen by 

squirrels and other birds, particularly 

other woodpeckers and jays. Diet includes 
insects 1t may catch in flight and tree sap 
from drill wells it excavates. Often lives in 
social groups that forage together and may act 
as helpers at the nest. 


entirely red e 


(TOWN © black patch around 


base of bill 


@ black breast 


bla & back e 


e@ white belly 


© white sides and flanks 
with black streaks 


© white undertail 
COVvETTS 


Similar Birds 


‘The clown face with its 


¢ BREEDING Cooperative in small groups of up 
to 16 birds. Communal; several females per nest. 


white eye makes it 


¢ NESTING Incubation 11-14 days by both sexes and helper unmistakable among 
birds. Altricial young remain in nest 30-32 days. Fed by both Puoren Synenea 
sexes and helper birds. 1-2 broods per year. 


woodpeckers. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common to common, and conspicuous. 

a ¢ CONSERVATION Habitat is 

te Plight Pattern being lost due to overgrazing in 
es montane riparian areas and 
pine-oak habitat where 
livestock destroy seedling 
generations needed to replace 
ee a several rapid wing aging parent trees. 


Wood chips in base of cavity ® usually 5-60 feet above ground ¢ built by both 


Shape By Location " ee: ra sexes and members of social group ® 3—7 white eggs, about | x 0.75 inches. 


Habitat 9g Migration Few migrate Weight 2.9 ounces 


JATE = _ TIME LOCATION 


110 © BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


f 


| Family PICIDAE ies | pes uropygialis | ©°8 8-10 inches | Wingspan 15_18 inches 


t— 


GILA WOODPECKER a 


| An important member of the cactus-scrub 


e red cap 


community, the Gila Woodpecker’s 


abandoned nesting and roost holes are 
used by other birds, reptiles, and small 
mammals. This is the only “zebra- 


backed” woodpecker in its range —e fawn-gray 


with black-and-white barring on all head 
Its upperparts down through its 
two central tail feathers. In flight 
a white patch shows at the base 
of the primary wing feathers 
MALE 


near the tip. 
e SONG ‘Trilled Aur and 
loud abrasive high-pitched 


fawn-gray 


Wp or pit, often in series. 
underparts 


¢ BEHAVIOR Hawks 
for insects. Noisy, 
conspicuous bird 


that attracts hlack-and-white2 


attention. barring on 
¢ BREEDING “2¢?pa% 
\lonogamous. 

Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING 

Incubation 12-14 

days by both sexes. 
Young stay in nest 

4+ weeks. Fed by 

both parents for 

many weeks after 

leaving nest. 


black-and- @ 


2—3 broods each year. ne ee 
; DMILE V6 $4 


Accepts presence of FEMALE 
people and often nests 
close to human dwellings. 
¢ POPULATION This 
bird’s numbers are not known to be decreasing in Arizona; however, 
significant population 
reductions have been recorded 


Flight Pattern drial 
in the California deserts. 


= § 7T AS ¢ FEEDERS Will attend 


4a vx 


5 feeders for suet or other meat, 
—————| as well as for fruits ranging from 
Undulating flight with several wing beats grapes to watermelon. 


and a pause 


Nest Identification 
Most often in saguaro cactus @ 15-25 feet above ground ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 


3-5 white eggs, 1 inch in diameter 


Shape '  Locat 
i f BS ocation a 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat wo. wu Y | Migration \fostly nonmigratory | We'8*t 2.5 ounces 


DATE. TIME__ LOCATION 
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Length 8.510 inches | Wingspan 16_18 inches 


GOLDEN-FRONTED WOODPECKER —— 


Working together for about 8 days, the male and ¢ 
female drill their nest cavity 12-18 inches deep oe 
in a snag, pole, or dead limb or top of a living base of upper 

tree. The female looks similar to the male mandible @ 2 bold red cap 


but lacks the red cap on the gray crown. 
Very similar in appearance and 
behavior to the eastern Red- grayish white underparts 
bellied Woodpecker, it also with dull buff wash @ 
shows a white rump patch 
and white patches at the 
bases of the primaries in Bie lon 
flight. Juveniles have a and feet 
streaked breast and lack | 
the golden patch at the 
upper mandible base, the 
golden yellow nape, and the 
male’s red cap. 
e SONG Noisy trill, harrr- 
churrrrrrrr, flickerlike kek-kek- 
kek-kek-kek-kek or check, check. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 
Prefers dry forests, mesquite 
brushlands, and cottonwoods in 
riparian edges. Often forages low 
on tree and on ground. Eats insects, 
spiders, wild berries, fruits, nuts, 
acorns, corn, and grains. Caches 
food for winter in bark crevices. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. unbarred 
Solitary nester. / black rail 
e¢ NESTING Incubation 
, 12-14 days by both sexes (male at 
night, female during day). Altricial young stay 
in nest 30 days. Fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common. Stable. Common 
in Texas towns. Accidental elsewhere. East Coast reports may 
be Red-bellied Woodpeckers with abnormal amounts of yellow. 
e FEEDERS Suet, corn, nuts, 
and sunflower seeds. 
© CONSERVATION Called a 
“pole pest” by utility and 
railroad companies, because it 
found the pine of poles easier to 


black bill e— 
: —e® grayish 
white face 


° colden yellow- 
orange nape 


barred black- 
and-white back 
and wings 


6 white 
rump 


RED-BELLIED 
WOODPECKER 
Male has entirely red 


crown and nape ° 
female has red on nape 
only @ both have lightly 
barred rump; barred tail; 


reddish wash on center 


of lower belly. 


Alternates series of shallow rapid wing : 
beats with short glides, producing a series excavate than native trees: 
of undulations as it progresses. many were killed on sight. 


Sometimes a few bark chips ® in cavity of dead or live tree, stump, utility pole, 


fence post, or man-made structure 3-25 feet above ground ® often uses same 


cavity year after year ® built by both sexes © 4-7 white eggs: oval to elliptical, 


1 inch long. 


LOCATION ___ 
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Family PICIDAE Species We/anerpes carolinus | *©"8t 910.5 inches | Winéspan 15_18 inches 
fie 2 


RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER ‘a 
pale grayish tan 
© face and chin 


[his noisy common woodpecker of 


eastern US forests and forest edges 
has adapted to different habitats, 
from southern pine forests to 


/ y 
Cd (7O’H @ 


northern hardwoods, scattered ( 
trees, and urban parks. ‘The bias 
bird’s upperparts have black- 

and-white barring in a zebra 

pattern. [he “red belly” that 

eives the bird its name is a MALE 
reddish wash low on the belly and 
between the legs that is actually 
difficult to see in the field. In hlack-and- @ 
flight it shows a white rump, white barring 
white patches at the base of the eee 
primaries, and white-barred 
© pale grayish 


central tail feathers. Juvenile < 
aa) ane Y ‘ Whe tan underparts 


birds are similar to adults but 


have a gray-brown head. 

¢ SONG Quavering churr- 
churr or querrr-querrr and 
abrupt chuck, chuck, chuck, softer 
than Golden-fronted Woodpecker. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Conspicuous, with 
noisy vocalizations and drumming in 


red NaApee 


breeding season. Nests and roosts 
nightly in tree cavities. Eats wide 
variety of fare, including insects, 
fruits, vegetables, seeds, and sap 


Similar Birds 


GOLDEN-FRONTED 
WOODPECKER 

Black tail without white 
barring; golden-orange 


from sapsucker drill wells. 

© BREEDING Monogamous. 

Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 11-14 days by 
both sexes; male at night, female during 
day. Young stay in nest 22-27 days. Fed 


FEMALE nape; yellow patch at 
base of upper mandible; 
indistinct yellowish 
wash on belly ¢ male 


has red cap. 

onies. ee nee 


¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Altricial young eee 
stay in nest 20 days, fed by female. 1-2 broods per year. 


e POPULATION Abundant to 
Flight Pattern 


common. Rare in the East in 
fall and winter. 

e FEEDERS Sugar water. 

© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Possible 
decline in recent years; no 
noted cause. 


Hovers while feeding; darts up and down, 
in and out, and backwards; swift and 
dashing flight on a blur of whirring wings. 


Plant down, covered with lichen, moss, bud scales, leaves, shredded bark, and 
plant fibers; bound with spider silk and lined with plant down ® most often on 
drooping limb; occasionally in fork of tree or shrub, 5—50 feet above ground 

¢ built by female * 2 white eggs; elliptical oval or subelliptical, 0.5 x 0.33 inches. 


_ | Plumage Sexes differ | Habitatee @ a Migration Migratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape Ww Location ie 
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Species Se/asphorus sasin | “©8M 3.75 inches Wingspan 4 75 inches 


ALLEN’S HUMMINGBIRD | 
When defending its territory this diminutive i ae 
bird will attack many birds, including large MALE 
hawks. Highly adaptable, it can be found in 

suburban gardens and parks in its Tange. green (TOWN 
Males appear similar to the Rufous 
Hummingbird but have a green back; 
females and juveniles are inseparable 

from the Rufous in the field. Allen’s is 
often found in drier habitats, including 
chaparral and thickets, than the Rufous. 

e SONG Utters sharp c#/p or series of chips 
similar to voice of Rufous Hummingbird. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary. Gathers nectar 
from flowers and catches insects in 

midair. Also plucks insects and spiders 
from webs. Eats sap from sapsucker 
holes. In courtship display male flies 
in J-shaped pattern: He ascends 
75-80 feet and dives on whistling 
wings to the level of the perched 
female, then ascends about 

25 feet on the other side of the 
arc and hovers, with his gorget 
glittering in the sun. Begins 
with pendulum-like, side-to- 
side display. Males may 


Family TP ROCHILIDAE 


copper-red 


goreet 


ereen 


upperparts 


white below 
throat on 
breast extends 
in Line onto 
center of belly 


rufous sides, 
Hanks, and 
sides of belly 


rufous rump 
and tail 


white throat with 
bronze dotted pattern 


FEMALE , 


depart breeding areas a green 
month or more before upperparts 


RUFOUS 


Cs ‘ 74) » ’ @ - —— " 
pcan oo ; mam rifous-buff HUMMINGBIRD 
¢ BREEDING Promiscuous. < underparts £ WMalé haseutaue back 


with rufous 


: ® female and juvenile 
wash on sides 


have wider outer tail 
feathers, which can 


Solitary nester. Semicolonial, 
with nests often clustered. 

e NESTING Incubation 
15-22 days by female. Young 
stay in nest 22—25 days. Fed 
by female. 2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common to 


only be discerned in 


the hand ¢ breeding 


range is more northern 
and further inland. 


rufous on base 
of tail feathers 


fairly common. Casual to rare 
vagrant in the East in autumn 


arora aecnaee : migration and winter. 

¢ FEEDERS Sugar water. 
¢ CONSERVATION Declining 
because of habitat loss. 


| Flight Pattern | Pattern 


Hovers when feeding, moving in all 
directions in a blur of rapidly beating 
wings. Swift darting direct flight. 


Nest Identification 


Shape g Location gry, ai 


Habitat 9@ be Migration Neotropical migrant 


Plumage Sexes differ 
DATE ___ TIME LOCATION 


Moss, stems, weeds, and plant down; covered with lichens and bound with 
spider’s silk @ lined with plant down @ in shaded area on top of tree limb, shrub, 
or building @ built by female ¢ 2 white eggs, 0.5 x 0.33 inches. 


Weight (1 ounce 
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Family TROGONIDAE Specles Troon elegans Length 1112.5 inches | WiMESP@n 18_22 inches 


ELEGANT TROGON 


More often heard than seen, this 
bird has a habit of sitting practically 
motionless for long periods of time in 
or just below the canopy. Its posture 
is erect, with the long tail pointing 
straight down. Plumage features a 
unique combination of pink (female) 
to deep red (male) underparts and a 
tail that is white below with narrow 
black vermiculations and black 
terminal band. 

e SONG Series of hoarse, throaty, 
downslurred £’70w Ar notes repeated 
5-10 times, then a pause before 
the next series. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Often sits 
quietly for long periods in 
sycamores and oaks in 

wooded mountain canyons, 
particularly in the vicinity 

of streams. Feeds on 

insects, berries, and 


fruits, which it often downward- 


gathers by sallying or = curved 
by hovering beneath white patch 
: behind eye 


vegetation. Often 
vocal in early morning, 
with calls carrying long 
distances in mountain 
canyons. Often allows 
fairly close approach. 

¢ BREEDING 
Monogamous. Solitary. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 22-23 days 
by both sexes. Altricial young stay in 
nest 20-23 days. Fed by both sexes. 


brown ¢ 


¢ POPULATION US population small and local. Accidental to 
casual in south ‘Texas. 
¢ CONSERVATION 


Flight Pattern 


upper breast 


white bar 
crosses breast 


FEMALE 


red ring 
around eye 


deep glistening green 
head, breast, and 


upperparts \ 
short, thick 
yellow bill 
e white band 
separates breast 
from belly 
MALE 


deep red belly, 
sides, flanks, and 
undertail coverts 


brown head and 
upperparts white undertail 
with blackish gray 
pale vermiculations 
brownish 
white lower 
breast 


pinkish belly, 
sides, flanks, 
and undertail 
COVEITS 


EARED ‘TROGON 
Larger; dark bill; larger 
patch of white on blue- 
black tail; no white 
band across breast 

¢ no white patch behind 
ear of female © does not 


stray into southeast 


(hr, 
ON 
ads wd 


DATE 


Vulnerable to habitat loss by 
deforestation, as well as to 
disturbance by observers while 
nesting, especially if playback 
voice recordings are used to 
attract territorial birds. 


Slow undulating flight, but rapid when 
bird is pressed. 


Hay, straw, trash, mosses, wool, feathers, and thistle down with little or no lining 
¢ inside natural cavity of large streamside trees such as sycamores or in deserted 
woodpecker hole ¢ 12-40 feet above ground ¢ 3-4 white eggs; rounded ovate to 
oval; 1.14 x 0.9 inches. 


Shape Be 
Plumage Sexes differ Habitat ~. Migration \fost do not migrate Weight 2.4 ounces 


Location na & > 


TIME LOCATION 
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Family AL CEDINIDAE SPECIES Cory/e torquata Length 16.5 inches Wingspan 24 29 inches 


RINGED KINGFISHER 
This is the largest kingfisher in the 
Western Hemisphere. A strikingly blue-cray head 
colored bird, it is widely distributed with ragged crest 
in the Americas but barely reaches 
north of the US border with 
Mexico. Found along big rivers, 
this bird flies and perches 

high. The upperparts and 

most of the head are blue- 

gray, while the underparts 

are chiefly bright rufous. 

The black bill is large. In 
flight, males show white 
underwing and 

undertail coverts; rufous 
females show rufous. unionparts 
® SONG Drawling 
low-pitched harsh 
loud clattering rattle. 


long heavy 


@ black bill 


white chin extends into 


blue-gray white collar around neck 


upperparts MALE 


white undertail 
COVETTS 


In flight this bird blue-gray head 
gives a loud cla-ak! with ragged crest 


¢ BEHAVIOR 
Largely solitary and 


somewhat noisy. Mabe sis. 
: : ordered Tee 
“ o laroe : ; ; , 
Found along larger belos-enath white chin extends into 


rivers, lakes, and white band white collar around neck 
lagoons, where it 

hunts from a perch 

and dives for fish and 
sometimes frogs and 
reptiles. Often wags or 

bobs its tail. Often 

perches high on 
overhanging branches, poles, 
and utility wires. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous and solitary. 
¢ NESTING Incubation by both sexes. Altricial young remain 


in nest 35 days, fed by both 
Flight Pattern 


NX 
© blue-gray 
upperparts 


rufous 
underparts 
BELTED KINGFISHER 
Smaller; white 
underparts with gray 


FEMALE 


band across breast 

¢ female has rufous 
band across belly, sides, 
and flanks; white 
undertail coverts. 


Sexes: 
¢ POPULATION Uncommon 
and local but has gradually 
increased its range in the 
southeast ‘Texas area since the 
mid-1960s. Widespread in the 
American tropics. 


High direct flight with floppy wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Shape Ro Location ‘ 


Plumage Sexes differ | Habitat mee Migration Nonmigratory | “e'€Mt 11.1 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Digs burrows in high bank ® sometimes far from water ® 5-8 feet deep 


¢ 3-6 white eggs. 
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Species Ceryle aleyon | Length 1414.5 inches | Wingspan 2226 inches 
| 


BELTED KINGFISHER 


Widely distributed and common along freshwater 
bodies of water as well as the coast, this is the shagey crest 
only kingfisher across most of its range, except 
along the Mexican border. It is one of the few 
North American birds in which the female is 


Family AT, CEDINIDAE 


white spot in 
front of eye 


more colorful than the male. ‘The male has MALE 
blue-gray upperparts with a blue-gray 

band across the breast and appears big- broad white 
headed with its large bill and ragged collar 


crest. In flight it shows a white ee 
patch on the upperwing at the upperparts long thick 


base of the primaries. black bill 


¢ SONG Bold raspy rattle sounds 
like a heavy fishing reel. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Generally solitary. 
Plunges headfirst into water from 
perch or a hover up to 20 feet or 
more above water to catch 
fish. Feeds primarily on 
fish but also takes 
amphibians, reptiles, 
insects, crustaceans, 
and mollusks. 
Frequents favorite 
perches along 
waterways for a 
hunting. Pair digs = —"" 
burrow in bank 

3-7 feet deep (can — chestnut band 
be up to 15 feet). across belly a 
¢ BREEDING Sy 
Monogamous; solitary nester. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 
23-24 days by both sexes. 
Altricial young stay in nest 27—29 days. 
Fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Slight decline in North America. 


¢ CONSERVATION Often 
viewed as problem at fish 
hatcheries; before regulation 
they were shot and killed at 
hatcheries and along trout 
streams. ‘This may still occur at 
some hatcheries. 


blue-gray 
band across 
breast 


white 
underparts 


Similar Birds 


a BLUE JAY 
i? Smaller; brighter blues; 
y, ' black band on breast 


forms collar. 


RINGED KINGFISHER 
In southeast ‘Texas only 
¢ larger ® male has 


chestnut on 
sides and flanks 


FEMALE bright rufous-chestnut 
underparts with no 
white; female has 

narrow white band. 


Slow direct flight with somewhat erratic 
pattern. Hovers above water to search 
for prey. 


; Nest Identification Horizontal burrow, occasionally slanted upward, in bank beside fresh water 
at = s-% us vi bs we = 
= ¢ usually no lining but debris and undigested fish bones and scales @ may be far 


P 7 I¢ ~r @ 3_7 fee o®@ i y sexes @ — shire OO ‘ 
Shape ae Location mom water ¢ 3-7 feet long ® built by both sexes ® 5-8 white eggs, about 
i 1.3 x 1.0 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ | Habitat aes ~ex Migration Some migrate | Welé9t 5.2 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family AtCEDINIDAE Species Ch/yroceryle americana | “8M 8.75 inches Wingspan 11_13 inches 


(GREEN KINGFISHER 


Our smallest kingfisher has a very restricted ial 


US range. It has dark green upperparts 
with a white collar and a long black bill. 
‘The white outer tail feathers are , 
conspicuous in flight, when the bird 
may cail attention to itself with its £3 
high-pitched cheep notes. Since it Pe 
hunts from low perches along quiet 

waterways, it is difficult to see. 


—e white collar 


dark green 


upperparts 


ie wide rufous- 
@ SONG Faint but abrasive “ck chestnut 


tick, usually with a brief rattle breast band 
at the end. In flight, the 
Green Kingfisher utters 
squeaky cheep notes. 

¢ BEHAVIOR This bird 
prefers small clear streams, white underparts 
quiet pools, and backwaters, 
where it hunts from low 
perches along the edge of the 
water or from rocks in the 
water. It does not hover 

like larger kingfishers. 


dark green spots on 
sides and flanks 


wings 
Hlecked with 
white dots 
and streaks 


Pag Sia aaitilic —e dark green 
I ceeds primarily on broken collar of Hine 
small fish taken in a green spots and 


plunging dive and on streaks on upper 
aquatic insects and pone a ae 
amphibians. Can be _ 
easily overlooked except 

for its sharp vocalizations. 

® BREEDING Monogamous 

and solitary. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 

19-21 days by both sexes. Altricial y oung remain in the nest 
22-26 days, fed by both sexes. 


white outer 


P- tail feathers 
vA 


FEMALE Similar Birds 
BELTED KINGFISHERG" 
RINGED KINGFISHER 
Larger with blue-gray 


a upperparts and head. 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon and local in southern Texas; may 
have declined in parts of ‘Texas with loss of streamside habitat. 
Rare to casual in southeastern Arizona; has recently begun nesting 
locally in south Arizona, 
Flight Pattern spreading north from Mexico 
across the US border. 
¢ CONSERVATION Water 
pollution and loss of streamside 
riparian habitats have negative 
impacts on the small 
populations of this kingfisher. 


csi 


Nest Identification 


Horizontal burrow 2-3 feet deep in stream bank ¢ built by both sexes 


m= ¢ 3-6 white eggs, 1 inch in diameter. 
Shape oe Location % po Waites SEES; A: Mie : = 


Plumage Sexes differ 


Migration Nionmigratory | “e'&ht 1.3 ounces 


DATE _ 7 _TIME..__—s—si— ws rt—“<—;Sw”tsCsCSCSCX~LOOATIQN 
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Family PICIDAE Species VWelanerpes lewis Length 1011.5 inches | G?P2" 20°21 inches 


LEWIS’S WOODPECKER 

Discovered by and named for Meriwether Lewis of the 
Lewis and Clark expedition of 1803-1806, this bird | 
often is mistaken for a crow in flight because of its 


overall blackish appearance and its direct flight blackish 
pattern, which is unlike most woodpeckers. It green ay 
is the only North American woodpecker wide gray 
collar @ dark red 


that is mostly black with iridescent green 

; : ; : : a d black back and 
highlights and a pinkish belly. In flight rt upperparts with 
shows a blackish green crissum. The glossy green sheen e 
female is similar to the male but 
smaller. Juveniles have a brownish 
head and underparts and lack the 
gray collar, red face, and pink belly. 
e SONG Usually silent. Grating 
repetitive call of churrr-churrr or 
chea-er. Alarm call is yick-yick. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 
pairs. May perch on wires to 
catch insects in flight, which is 
unusual for woodpeckers; also 
probes for insects in trees. Diet 
also includes nuts and fruits. 
Stores surplus food in crevice of 
tree in nonbreeding season, 
modifying acorns and nuts to fit 
the hole by removing the shell 
and shaping them. Defends cache 
from would-be robbers. Frequents 
logged areas, burns, riparian 
woodlands, and orchards. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Pairs may 
mate for life. Solitary nester. 


© face pat / 


black Dill 


wide blackish 


Lreen WINES 


bla a legs 
and feet 


@ pinkish 
red belly 


—_——e hlackish 
green tail 


¢ NESTING Incubation 13-14 days by both sexes (male at night, 
female during day). Altricial young stay in nest 28-34 days. Fed by both 
sexes. | brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon to fairly common. Declined in recent 
years, especially on northwest coast. Some individuals are nomadic. 
Accidental in the East. 

¢ FEEDERS Visits feeders 
with suet and other foods. 

¢ CONSERVATION Listed as 

a species of special concern by 

the National Audubon Society, 

but populations have appeared 

stable in recent decades. 


Crowlike flight with slow deliberate wing 
beats. Sallies from perch to take insects in 


flight, returning to same or nearby perch. 


Nest Identification 


Shape cd Location gy, & 


A few wood chips or pieces of bark ¢ in trunks of dead or live trees or poles; 
often in snag of living tree @ 2- to 3-inch entrance hole; 9- to 30-inch-deep 
cavity; 5-170 feet high © built by both sexes, but male does most of excavating 


e 4-9 white eggs; oval to elliptical, 1 inch in diameter. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitatee @ Migration Some migrate | We'8Mt 4.1 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PICIDAE Species Velanerpes erythrocephalus | ‘©8" 8 5-925 inches | Wingspan 16_18 inches 


RED-HEADED WOODPECKER Be 
‘The ecological eastern counterpart of Lewis’s red head, neck, | 
Woodpecker, this is the only woodpecker in the and throat 
East with an entirely red head. Unlike many 
other woodpeckers, the Red-headed 
Woodpecker catches most of its food in flight, 
from the ground, or by gleaning it from tree 
trunks and limbs; it rarely bores holes in 

trees to probe for insects. he male does, 
however, vigorously drill its nest cavity 

with the aid of its mate. In flight the 

white underparts, white rump, and black 
large white secondary patches contrast — parf 
sharply with the black tail, wings, and 
back. Juveniles have brownish black 
upperparts and brown heads. 


black bill 


red upper breast 


black legs 
and feet 


e SONG Fairly noisy. In breeding he <i 
. aIrh\ SY. g coverts and 

season has bold grating gueark or primaries 

queer, queer, queer. A\so sounds like a 

chicken clucking, ferr-uck, kerr-uck. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 

Eats various insects, spiders, millipedes, 

and centipedes; sometimes takes eggs and 

young of other birds, mice, corn, grains, various < 

nuts, and berries. Often hunts from low perches, | 

flying to ground to pick up prey or nut. Caches 

acorns and nuts, removing shells and storing the 

meat for winter. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

® NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by both sexes. 

Altricial young stay in nest 27-31 days. Fed by black tail 

both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 

® POPULATION Uncommon and declining. 

Casual to accidental west of the Rocky Mountains. 

e FEEDERS AND BIRDHOUSES Suet, sunflower seeds, 

cracked corn, raisins, nuts, and bread. Some will nest in 

birdhouse built for woodpeckers. 

¢ CONSERVATION Listed as species of special concern by 

National Audubon Society. 

Decline 1n past century due to 

habitat loss, collisions with 

automobiles, and competition 

for nesting cavities with 

European Starling. Creosote- 

coated utility poles are lethal to 

eggs and young. 


white 
underparts 


RED-BELLIED 
WOODPECKER CO 

Red crown and nape 
only; barred black-and- 
white upperparts; white 
patches at bases of 


primaries; grayish face 


and underparts. 


| Plight Pattern | Pattern 


Strong flight with slow steady shallow 


wing beats. Sallies for flying insects, then 


returns to same or nearby perch. 


Nest Identification ; aa a 
In snag, limb of living tree, stump, or dead tree ® 1.75-inch entrance; 8-24 inches 


Shape Le Location aa bs deep; 8-80 feet above ground ® drilled mostly by male ¢ 4-7 white eggs; oval to 
t fq, AAS 


elliptical, 1 inch in diameter. 


ae 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitatee @ ® Migration Some migrate | WEEN 2.5 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Famy PICIDAE Species Welanerpes aurifrons Length 85-10 inches | “iM8SP8" 16-18 inches 


GOLDEN-FRONTED WOODPECKER a 


Working together for about 8 days, the male and 

female drill their nest cavity 12-18 inches deep ee ae 
in a snag, pole, or dead limb or top of a living base of upper 
tree. The female looks similar to the male mandible a 
but lacks the red cap on the gray crown. 
Very similar in appearance and 
behavior to the eastern Red- grayish white underparts 
bellied Woodpecker, it also with dull buff wash @ 
shows a white rump patch = 
and white patches at the 

bases of the primaries in Bekins 
flight. Juveniles have a and feet 
streaked breast and lack 
the golden patch at the 

upper mandible base, the 

golden yellow nape, and the 

male’s red cap. 

¢ SONG Noisy trill, charrrrrrr- 
churrrrrrrr, flickerlike kek-kek- 
kek-kek-kek-kek or check, check. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 

| Prefers dry forests, mesquite 

| brushlands, and cottonwoods in 

| riparian edges. Often forages low 

on tree and on ground. Eats insects, 
spiders, wild berries, fruits, nuts, 
acorns, corn, and grains. Caches 
food for winter in bark crevices. 


bold red cap 


black bill , 
grayish 
white face 


golden yellow- 
orange nape 


barred black- 
and-white back 
and wings 


white 


f rump 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. unbarred : 
itary black tail : 4 a RED-BELLIED 

Solitary nester. ~% ~ WOODPECKER 

e NESTING Incubation F Male has entirely red 
| 12-14 days by both sexes (male at ow neas mane 
| he -£ m: | ‘ we lav) Mecial-y : female has red on nape 
| night, female during day). Altricial young stay euly @ boduhaveiliohels 

5 , 
in nest 30 days. Fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. Vy, barred rump; barred tail; 
¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common. Stable. Common RSddil wash: Gal Gono 


of lower belly. 


in Texas towns. Accidental elsewhere. East Coast reports may 
be Red-bellied Woodpeckers with abnormal amounts of yellow. 


e FEEDERS Suet, corn, nuts, 
: Flight Pattern 


and sunflower seeds. 


¢ CONSERVATION Called a 
“pole pest” by utility and 
railroad companies, because it 
found the pine of poles easier to 
excavate than native trees; 
many were killed on sight. 


Alternates series of shallow rapid wing 
beats with short glides, producing a series 
of undulations as it progresses. 


Nest Identification Sometimes a few bark chips @ in cavity of dead or live tree, stump, utility pole, 


fence post, or man-made structure 3—25 feet above ground @ often uses same 


Shape Lei ic location at = cavity year after year ® built by both sexes ® 4~7 white eggs; oval to elliptical, 
} T° £1 1 inch long. 


1 i 


| Plumage Sexes similar | Habitatae @ _. Migration Nonmigratory Weight 3.0 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PICIDAE Species VYelanerpes carolinus | “€°8th 9_10.5 inches | WiNESP8 45_18 inches 


RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER 


‘This noisy common woodpecker of 
eastern US forests and forest edges 

has adapted to different habitats, 

from southern pine forests to . 
northern hardwoods, scattered = 7¢¢ crow 
trees, and urban parks. The cg 
bird’s upperparts have black- 

and-white barring in a zebra 

pattern. The “red belly” that 

gives the bird its name is a 

reddish wash low on the belly and 
between the legs that is actually 

difficult to see in the field. In black-and- 
flight it shows a white rump, white barring 
white patches at the base of the i 
primaries, and white-barred 
central tail feathers. Juvenile 
birds are similar to adults but 
have a gray-brown head. 

¢ SONG Quavering churr- reid niapre 
churr or querrr-querrr and 

abrupt chuck, chuck, chuck, softer 

than Golden-fronted Woodpecker. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Conspicuous, with 

noisy vocalizations and drumming in 
breeding season. Nests and roosts 
nightly in tree cavities. Eats wide 
variety of fare, including insects, 

fruits, vegetables, seeds, and sap 

from sapsucker drill wells. 

® BREEDING Monogamous. 

Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 11-14 days by 
both sexes; male at night, female during 
day. Young stay 1n nest 22-27 days. Fed 
by both sexes. 1 brood per year in the 
North; 2-3 broods per year in the South. 


e POPULATION Common to 
Flight Pattern 


pale grayish tan 
face and chin 


MALE 


pale grayish 


Bray crown tan underparts 


GOLDEN-FRONTED 
WOODPECKER 

Black tail without white 
barring; golden-orange 
nape; yellow patch at 
base of upper mandible; 
indistinct yellowish 
wash on belly ¢ male 
has red cap. 


FEMALE 


fairly common. Expanding 
northward in recent decades to 
southern border of Canada. 
Seems stable overall; may be 
increasing slightly. 

¢ FEEDERS Nuts, sunflower 
seeds, peanut butter, and suet. 


Undulating flight with fairly rapid wing 
beats interspersed with periods of roller- 


coaster flight with wings folded. 


Nest Identification 


In tree 5—70 feet above ground ® built by both sexes ® sometimes uses 


Shape Py Location & 7 abandoned holes of other woodpeckers ® 3-8 white eggs, 1 inch in diameter. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat o¢ 9e @, Migration Nonmigratory | Weléht 2.4 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PICIDAE Species S»pyrapicus thyroideus | ©°8Y 9 inches Wingsea!) 17 inches 


WILLIAMSON’S SAPSUCKER 

‘The male and female plumages are so different 

that they once were thought to be of different 

species. This shy bird makes its home among 

the coniferous trees in the mountains of Sk ind 

western North America. In strong sunlight gy peck 

the male’s head, neck, back, breast, wings, 

and tail shine with a green iridescent 

sheen. Males in flight often appear entirely 

black with a white rump and white black back 

shoulder patches. Females in flight show 

brown upperparts with whitish barring and 

a white rump. Juveniles are similar to 

adults, but the juvenile male has a white 275), pou idor 

throat, and the juvenile female lacks the pans 

black breast patch. 

e SONG Often quiet. Loud shrieking MALE 

cheeeeer is similar to Red-tailed Hawk’s 

call. Also makes trilling 4-4-7-7-7-7-r and 

soft nasal whang or wheather. Males 

make staccato tapping sounds. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 

pairs. Shy and wary. Bores 

holes in trees to drink sap, 

and picks insects off tree 

bark. Eats various insects 

and their larvae, 

spiders, berries, ioe gas 
; white barring 

and cambium. on back 

Courtship involves 

mutual head bobbing, 

crest raising, holding wings 

above back, and fluttering 

mothlike flights. FEMALE 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 

Small, very loose colonies. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days 

by both sexes (male at night, female during day). Altricial young 


stay in nest 21-35 days. Fed by 
Flight Pattern 


brown head 


black breast 
P pat hh 


‘e /emon- 


yellow Li ly 


‘e brown 
barring on 
sides, flanks, 
and undertail 
coverts 


both sexes. 1 brood per year. 

e POPULATION Fairly 
common to uncommon in 
western mountains. Accidental 
in eastern North America. 


e FEEDERS Visits feeders 


Alternates between several rapid shallow 
wing beats and periods of short glides. 


as black tail 


2 whit fa tal str pe A) 


narrow red throat patch 


black breast 


lemon- Ve How 


belly 


—e barred 
black-and- 
white sides, 
flanks, and 
undertail 


COVETTS 


Similar Birds 


YELLOW-BELLIED 
SAPSUCKER 

Red forehead and 
forecrown; white 
shoulder patches; pale 
vellow belly. 


RED-NAPED 
SAPSUCKER 

Red forehead, 
forecrown, and nape; 
white shoulder patches; 
pale yellow belly 

e only in the West. 


filled with sugar water and suet. 


No lining except a few bark chips ¢ in dead or live conifer or aspen 3—60 feet 
above ground; excavation takes 3-4 weeks; excavates new nest annually but 


r ‘re » ‘ > me ¢ 1] ~ e j oF a7: rcelain- ire eococ: 
Shape Led Location po 4 ee: often uses same tree as previous year ® built by male ¢ 3—7 porcelain-white eggs; 


oval to elliptical, 0.9 x 0.7 inches. 


| a 
| Plumage Sexes differ Habitat opp 9.@ 2 Migration Migratory Weight 1.7 ounces 


| DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PICIDAE SPECIES SHpyrapicus varius | L©8tN 8_9 inches Wingspan 16-18 inches _ 


YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER 


Eastern counterpart to the Red-naped Sapsucker, this red forehead 
is the most widespread of the four North American and forecrown ¢ 
sapsuckers. In breeding season male and female | 
perform continual loud drumming duets, jad hebae : 


including ritual tapping at the nest entrance. 
The female is similar to the male but has a 


black bib er 
white throat. In flight birds show a white 


emai ee bold black- 
rump and white shoulder patches. aah 
Juveniles have brown mottling on the patterned face 
chest, head, and upperparts, and a white 

shoulder patch but lack the bright head white 


-} we ; 
and throat colors. shoulder patch 


e SONG Often silent. Low, growling 
nasal mew sounds somewhat catlike. 
Alarm call of cheee-er, cheeee-er. 

During courtship display pale yellow wash 
cries hoith-hoih. Males make staccato on underparts 
drumming sounds. ee 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. streaked sides, 
Bores series of small holes, often in Hanks, and 
horizontal rows, in trees to drink the MRCETTEE TES 
sap that collects. Eats insects attracted 

to drill wells, plus fruits, berries, and tree 
buds. Guards wells from other birds, including 
hummingbirds, and small mammals. Nests in 
soft deciduous trees, often near water. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Small, very 
loose colonies. black tail with white 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-13 days by both aS A 
sexes (male at night, female during day). Altricial young 

stay in nest 25-29 days; fed mixture of sap and insects by both 
sexes. laught sapsucking by both sexes. 1 brood per year. Similar Birds 


black-and-white 


barring on back 


MALE 


JUVENILE 


¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common in deciduous F RED-NAPED 
and mixed forests. Accidental to rare in West during migration SAPSUCKER 


and winter. Red on nape. 
¢ only in the West. 


¢ FEEDERS In winter, mixture of suet and sugar. Will eat 
sweets, like jelly or doughnuts. Drinks sugar water from 
hummingbird feeders. 


Flight Pattern ¢ CONSERVATION People 
| AG dislike the drill wells created in 
a § af — mS ~~ their shade and fruit trees; 
~ % a : a She 
‘ fearing the tree will be injured 
\lternates several rapid shallow wing or diseased, they often kill 


sapsuckers, although the birds 
are protected by law. 


beats with short glides, producing 


undulating flight as the bird progresses. 


Nest Identification Usually no materials except bark chips ® in dead or live tree (prefers live tree); 
6-60 feet above ground ® built by both sexes in 7-10 days ¢ 1.25 x 1.6—-inch 


entrance hole; 5 x 14-inch gourd-shaped cavity ¢ +-7 white eggs; oval to 


Shape B™' & Location & 
nT. bn 


elliptical, 0.9 x 0.7 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ee @ Migration \ figratory Weight 1.8 ounces 


DATE ___ TIME LOCATION 
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Family PICIDAE Species Piroides scalaris Length 7.25 inches Wingspan 1112 inches 


LADDER-BACKE D WOODPECKER black forehead 


and nape 


‘This small bird the size of a Downy sraieh 
Woodpecker inhabits deserts, arid black bill 
scrub, riparian woodlands, pinon- 

junipers, and pine-oaks — the arid 

woodlands and scrublands of the 

Southwest. It is the only small 

woodpecker in most of its range, bd tes 
and it is well adapted to smaller and feet 
trees, shrubs, and cacti, the | 
dominant woody plants in the 
rugged country it calls home. 
Note the black-and-white 
barred back, the profusion of 
white spotting and barring on 
the wings and shoulders, and 
the buffy gray underparts. 


y 
| 
[Ee 
~e 70d (TOWN 


~e buffy gray face 
outlined with 
black triangle 


black-and-white 
barred upperparts, 
shoulders, and wings 
buffy gray, black- e- 
spotted underparts 


MALE 


black rump 
¢ SONG Call note is a clear white-barred outer and tail 
high-pitched p7é, similar to tail feathers 
Hairy Woodpecker; 
descending whinny. 7 

: : whitish gray 
e BEHAVIOR Solitary or face outlined 
in pairs. Sexes forage with black 
differently. Males tend to triangle 
forage lower and on the 
ground, probing for black-and- 
insects, especially ants; — @éile barred 
females forage higher in oY ig 
the vegetation and glean and wings 
insects from bark. Both 
readily eat fruits of 
cactus. Often seen in 
towns and rural areas. = 4/ack rump 


¢ BREEDING ssi 
Monogamous. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 

13 days by both sexes. Young 
altricial; estimated to fledge nest at 20-25 days. Fed by both 

sexes. | brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common in 
arid and semiarid brushlands. 
e FEEDERS Attracted to 
birdbaths, pools, and other 
water elements, and feeders 
with suet, peanut butter, corn, 
and sunflower seeds. 


DOWNY WOODPECKER 
White back; white 
underparts without 


spotting; white outer 
tail feathers with black 


black forehead, 


CTODR1N, and nape : 
spotting; black ear 


patch ® male has red 
patch on back of head. 


FEMALE 


NUTTALL'S 
WOODPECKER 

Black face with narrow 
4 white supercilium 
buffy gray 
underparts with 
black spotting 
on breast, sides, 
and flanks 


curving down behind 
auriculars and white 
mustache; white 


underparts; voice differs 
¢ male has red on back 


asi of crown only ® south 
outer tail feathers 


: California range barely 
barred white = 


overlaps ® limited range 
in the West. 


Flight Pattern 


Series of rapid shallow wing beats 
alternating with short glides. 


Nest Identification 


Shape Pt 
js 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat > ww Y mw, | Migration Nonmigratory 


a DATE TIME LOCATION 


Excavated cavity lined with chips ® in upper part of agave, saguaro, or other 
huge cactus; in dead trees or branches; in top of woody shrub, 3-30 feet above 


ground ® unknown which sex digs cavity @ 2—7 white eggs; oval to elliptical, 


Location & 2 


Weight 1.1 ounces 
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Family PICIDAE Species Picgides pubescens | ©°8M 675-7 inches | Winéspan { {_12 inches 


DOWNY WOODPECKER 1h 
‘Lhe smallest woodpecker in North America is 
found across most of the continent, ranging white face @ 


from coast to coast and from the northern ae sae & 
tree line south to the Gulf and the, deserts  - “di short stubby black bill 
and dry grasslands just north of the shorter than depth of head 
Mexican border. The combination —d occipital 
of small size, white back, and patch 
small stubby bill distinguishes 

this common woodpecker. 

The female differs from the black nap 
male only in that it lacks the and shoulders 
red occipital patch. In the 

Pacific Northwest these 


Pe 


‘© black malar mark 


wedge-shaped black 
postocular S77 i pe 


birds show pale brownish 

gray underparts and back. 

¢ SONG Downslurred soft 
high-pitched whinny. Call is 
flat p/* or pick and not as high- 
pitched as that given by the bine 
Hairy Woodpecker. with whit 
¢ BEHAVIOR Both sexes drum S00"E 
on dead limbs or tree trunks with 

good resonating qualities or on utility 


white back e———} 


‘e white underparts 


poles, buildings, or other man-made 

objects to advertise their presence and 
proclaim territorial rights. Eats primarily 
insects and their larvae and eggs, but also 
takes seeds, nuts, berries (including those of 
poison IV) ), spiders, and snails. ‘he agility that 


—_——§e 3 outermost tail fe athers 
of black tail are white 
with dark spots or bars 


comes with its small size allows it to feed on 
smaller branches and farther out on their tips than 


other w oodpeckers. Roosts in cavities at night. a ate 
: ca a HAIRY WOODPECKER 
® BREEDING \lonogamous. : Larger: longer bill; 
Tea ° : i: hite « -r feathers of 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12 days by both sexes (male at night). Nets aia : oe 
. ‘s = . 3 dlacK tall lack spots or 
Young stay in nest 20-25 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per bars: call is peek. 


year, possibly 2 in the South. 


¢ POPULATION Widespread and common. Species can be found 
almost anywhere there are trees. 


— = : 
Flight Pattern | e FEEDERS AND 
BIRDHOUSES Will come to 


| a § a ~~ x m § 7T ~~ : feeders for suet, peanut butter, 


sunflower seeds, and bread. Will 


Se nest in bird box designed for it. 
Undulating flight with rapid wing beats 
iternating with pauses on folded wings, 
which produces bouncing flight. 


Excavated in dead tree trunk or branch; pair usually leaves chips in bottom 


e usually 12-30 feet above ground, sometimes 5—60 feet @ built by both 


sexes @ 3—7 white eggs, 0.8 inch in diameter. 


= Ee AEE . . - 
= Sexes similar | Habitat 9,¢ opp @, Migration Nonmigratory | “€'8t 1.0 ounce 


DATE as _ TIME, LOCATION 
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Family PICIDAE Species Pjryides villosus | Le8th 8 510.5 inches | WiN8SPan 15_17.5 inches 


HAIRY WOODPECKER | 


‘The Hairy Woodpecker and the 


Northern Flicker are the two most long black bill @————%, 
widely distributed woodpeckers in is nearly as long x 


2 : ate s head is deep 
North America. ‘This woodpecker as head ts deef 


is found almost anywhere forests 
exist. Similar in appearance to the 
smaller Downy Woodpecker, it ts 
noisier but less confiding in humans 
and does not often allow a close 
approach before it flies away. 
Learning its high-pitched pees call 
note will make this shy bird 
easier to locate. Look for a 
white back when bird 
is in flight. ‘he only 
difference between male 
and female birds is that the 
female lacks the red occipital 
patch. Birds in the Pacific Northwest 
show pale brownish gray underparts. 
¢ SONG Loud downslurred whinny 
reminiscent of Belted Kingfisher’s 
rattle. Call is bold, grating, sharp peek. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Roosts in cavities at 
night. Feeds primarily on wood- 
boring insects and their larvae, other 
insects, nuts, seeds, and from the 
drill wells of sapsuckers. Both 
sexes drum to advertise presence — Flack tail with 
and maintain territory. J entirely white 

? outermost feathers 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. on cach side 
Some individuals known to m | HREE-TOED 
remain with same mate for at least 4 years. aa oo 


red occipital 


patch 


Ne white face with 
black malar mark 
and wedze-shaped 


\ posto wlar st) Ipe 


white 
underparts 


é black nape 


and shoulders 


black wings with 
white spotting/barring 


DOWNY WOODPECKER 
Smaller; shorter, stubby 


bill Gength much less 
than depth of head); 


white outer tailfeathers 
with dark sports/bars. 


A Black-and-white 

¢ NESTING Incubation 11-15 days by both sexes (male at ‘Be _sobarring on back; dark 

night). Altricial young remain in nest 28-30 days. Fed by both barred sides ¢ male, has 
; ; ; af os : yellow crown. 

sexes. | brood per year unless nest is robbed or disturbed. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common, but sometimes local, over most 
of range. Sometimes more 
common in northern hardwood 
and boreal forests; rare in the 
Deep South and in Florida. 
¢ KEEDERS Sometimes comes 
for sunflower seeds, nuts, fruits, 
peanut butter, and suet. 


Undulating flight with rapid wing beats 
alternating with pauses on folded wings, 


which produces bouncing flight. 


on 
Nest Identification 


4-60 feet above ground ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 3-6 white eggs, 1 inch in 


Shape By Location $ & re diameter. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat @,@ 999 Migration \Mfost do not migrate | “'8t 2.5 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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DATE TIME LOCATION 


Family PrCIDAE Species Pirgides borealis Length 8 5 inches Wingspan 16 inches 


RED-COCKADED WOODPECKER : 


a 
The white cheeks of this woodpecker are a 
more accurate field mark than the male’s red 
cockade, which is indistinct in the field. In 


black forehead, | 
cap, and nape | 


summer, the male begins drilling a large black black 
roosting and nesting cavity, which takes ae postocular stripe 
IMATR 


more than a year to complete. ‘These 
cavities may be used for forty to fifty 
years. The Red-cockaded is unique 
among North American woodpeckers 
because it requires a living pine tree for 
its nesting cavity. When the cavity 1s 
drilled, sap and resins flow around the 
entrance, serving as a predator guard. 
Females lack the small red cockade. 

© SONG Noisy. Call is yank, yank, 
somewhat like White-breasted 
Nuthatch. Also has hoarse s/7pp and Iiok beth 
high-pitched ¢s7ck. black-spotted 
¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. In clans of | @///e outer 
3-7, consisting of mated pair, current TE 
young, and unmated adult helper(s). 

Forages and drills for insects on trunks of 

pine trees, sometimes circling tree as it 

climbs. In summer may feed on earworms in 
corn. Also eats berries and nuts. Nesting and 
roosting holes are marked by long strands of sap and 
resin oozing from inch-wide drill holes in rows above and 

below them; drill holes are maintained by clan who may remove 
bark from around hole. 


red cockade 
white cheeks 


- black-and-white 
whitish cross-barred back 


underparts 


black-spotted sides, 


flanks, and crissum 


black wings and 
wing coverts with 
white spots and bars 


HAIRY WOODPECKER 
Black ear patch; white 
back; unmarked white 
underparts; unmarked 
white outer tail 
feathers; voice differs 
e male has red nuchal 
patch. 


e BREEDING Monogamous. Cooperative breeding in small 
colonies or clans. Mates for life. 


DOWNY WOODPECKER 
Smaller in size; black 
ear patch; white back; 
unmarked white 
underparts; voice differs 
@ male has red nuchal 
patch. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 10-15 days by both sexes. Young 
altricial; stay in nest 22—29 days, fed by both sexes and helpers. 
1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon. Declined in 20th century. \ 
¢ FEEDERS AND BIRDHOUSES Comes to mixture of suet 
and water. Will accept artificial nest cavities inserted into pine trees. 
¢ CONSERVATION Has been 
designated an endangered 
species as a result of the over- 
cutting of mature pine forests as 
well as by fire suppression in 
Alternates several rapid wing beats with the fire-maintained ecosystem 


short glide with wings partially folded to of the Southeast. 
sides, producing up-and-down flight. 


Nest Identification ae eae oe 
Dried wood chips ® in live mature pine tree, often infected with heart fungus, 


12-70 feet above ground @ built by male and extra birds with some help from 


Shape By Location ay female @ 2—5 white eggs; oval to elliptical, 1.0 x 0.75 inches. 
oe, 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat 9,¢ Migration Nionmigratory | “elé"t 1.6 ounces 


p 
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Family PICIDAE Species Picgides tridactylus | €°8Y 8-9 inches Wings" 1416 inches 


THREE-TOED WOODPECKER ee 
Formerly called Northern Three-toed | | 
Woodpecker. Black-and-white barring on yellow cap | 
sides and flanks, with black-and-white- white mustache ) 
barred back, set it apart from re ee ee (ERS 
similar species. Barring : sy 
on the back varies with = whitish underparts 
geography, with Rocky = 2 heavy blackish, 
Mountain birds having barring on sides 
4 : and flanks 
almost white backs and 
birds in the Northeast 
having mostly black backs 
with thin white bars. Not as 
active as many birds in its 
family; easily overlooked, 
spending long periods of 
time simply clinging to the 
trunk of a tree. ‘The female 
is similar to the male but 
has a speckled crown, 
rather than a yellow cap. 
Juveniles are duller, with 
yellow spotting on the 


black head, shoulders, 


and wings 
» thin white postocular 


stripe widening on 


back of neck 


black-and-white 
bars on center of back 


black tail with 


: ; ; BLACK-BACKED 
crown which later white outer tail WOODPECKER 
disappears in females. feathers and some ee lech islaelk back 


) & spotting ; ‘ F 
black Spotting without white barring or 


e SONG Generally 
silent. Calls soft; has a timid 

squeaking sound reminiscent of the mew 
of a Yellow-bellied Sapsucker; also a soft p7s. 
¢ BEHAVIOR ‘Tame. Slow and deliberate. Peels long strips of 
bark off trees to find wood-boring insects. Eats various insects 
and their larvae, spiders, some berries, and cambium. Frequents 
coniferous forests, often in mountains. Attracted to burned 
forests; often feeds on downed timber and rotting logs. Females 
tend to forage higher in trees than males. 


patch; short white 
postocular stripe. 


HAIRY WOODPECKER 
Unmarked white 


underparts; lacks barred 
sides and flanks; white 
back; black crown; 
unspotted white outer 
tail feathers @ male has 
red occipital patch 

® rarely, juvenile may 
have orange to yellow 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Pair bond may last several years. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by both sexes; male 

incubates at night. Young altricial; stay in nest 22-26 days, fed 
by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 

Flight Pattern ¢ POPULATION Common to 

fairly common, especially in 

burned-over forest. 

¢ CONSERVATION 

Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 


crown but never has 
barred sides and flanks. 


Alternates several rapid wing beats with ; ; 
short glide with wings partially folded logging operations. 
to sides. 


Nest Identification 


| Aa eee SAO Ge ite eggs: ‘Hliptical, 0.9 x 0.75 inches. 
Shape Led Location ex piy ground ® built by both sexes ¢ 3-6 white eggs; subelliptical, 0.9 x 0.75 inches 


Habitat e @ A ot Migration Nonmigratory | We'€t 2.5 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Usually no materials except a few bark chips ® in stump or tree, 5—45 feet above 


Plumage Sexes similar 
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Family PICIDAE Species Pirgides arcticus Length 9 5 inches Wingspan 17 inches 


BLACK-BACKED WOODPECKER 


Formerly called the Black-backed Three- 
toed Woodpecker, this species shares the 
anatomical distinction of three toes 

with the ‘Vhree-toed Woodpecker., 

It is closely related to the latter 

species but is distinguished by its 

black back, the lack of a long 

white postocular stripe and the 


yellow cap on 


blac # head 


long stout 


black bill 


9 white 
mustache mark 


male’s more solidly yellow cap. sod back Back 
Both species often leave behind and wings 


rows of bark-stripped conifers in 

the boreal pine forests of North 

America they frequent. Both are 

attracted to burned-over forests, 

areas of windfall, and swampy areas 

with standing dead trees. ‘The female 

has a solid black head, without the 

yellow cap of the male. 

¢ SONG Often silent and easily 

overlooked. Call 1s a single-note, abrasive 

sharp pick or chik, similar to ‘Vhree-toed or 

Hairy Woodpeckers, but lower in pitch. 

Sometimes repeated rapidly in a series. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. A 

‘Tame; deliberate in its movements. 

Somewhat nomadic and may erupt in 

numbers where insect outbreaks 

provide abundant food source. Peels 

large pieces of bark off trunk of tree to ‘ae 

find wood-boring insects. Eats a variety — /@¢# tai! with 

: 5 . , unmarked white 

of insects, including ants; also takes outer tail feathers 

spiders, cambium, wild fruits, and nuts. 

@¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by both sexes, but mostly 

by female. Young altricial; stay in nest 25 days, fed by both 

sexes. | brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon to fairly common; sometimes local. 
In the East, may wander south 


Flight Pattern of breeding range during the 
winter. 


© CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 
logging operations. 


‘THREE-TOED 
WOODPECKER 
Black-and-white barring 
down center of back; 


much longer white 


postocular stripe. 


HAIRY WOODPECKER 
Whire back; wider, 
longer white postocular 
stripe; unmarked white 
underparts, including 
sides and flanks; white 
spots and barring on 


wings and wing coverts; 
emale has red occipital 
patch. 


Alternates between severa! rapid wing 
beats and short glides with wings partially 


folded to sides. 


Nest Identification Cavity lined with chips ® excavated in dead stubs or trunks of dead trees, 


2-80 feet above ground, usually within opening in forest; sloped entry used as 


C 1 _ | doorstep ® built by both sexes, mostly by male ¢ 2—6 white eggs; subelliptical, 
Shape By Location gry. & $ A 


0.9 x 0.75 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat eee #.¢ & Migration Nionmigratory | “el€"t 2.5 ounces 


} 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Romy Ne 
Family PICIDAE } ican  Colaptes au ratus Length 12.7524 inches Wingspan 19.91 ‘hehe 


NORTHERN FLICKER 


This large woodpecker is often found in open 


spaces where it spends considerable time on red crescent on gray crown 
the ground foraging for ants. ‘Two distinct back of crown and forehead 


geographical groups, which were gray nape e 
considered separate species until the a 
early 1980s, occur: in the East and brown back and 
ore : ; = upperwings with 
Northwest, Yellow-shafted Flicker has — g/ack barring 
yellow underwings and undertail, and a 
black mustache; and, in the West, Red- 
shafted Flicker has bright salmon-red 
to red-orange underwings and 
undertail, and a red mustache. 
Although the two forms have 
similar bodies, the Red-shafted 
form shows a different pattern 
on its head with colors that 
are basically reversed from 
those of the Yellow-shafted 
form: a gray face and 
brown forehead, crown, 
and nape with no red 
crescent. Females are 
similar to males, lacking 
only the mustache. All birds have brown backs and wings with dark 
barring, a black crescent bib, buff to grayish underparts with heavy 
spotting, and a white rump patch. RED-SHAFTED 
e SONG In breeding season, long bold repeated wick-er, wick-er; MALE 
wick-er notes. Year-round, makes single loud 4/ee-yer or clearrrr. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Most terrestrial North American woodpecker. 
An analysis of the contents of a single flicker stomach revealed 
3,000 ants. Spring courtship displays are noisy and animated, as 
| pair bonds are established and rivals are driven away. 
| ¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. smaller, more washed 
| ; out Red-shafted 
| ¢ NESTING Incubation 11-16 days by both sexes. Altricial Flicker; yellow wash 
| young stay in nest + weeks, fed by both sexes. Usually 1 brood under wings and tail 
per year, sometimes 2 1n the South. * only in the West. 
¢ POPULATION Yellow-shafted form common. Red-shafted form 
| : is fairly common to common. 
cs | Plight Both thought to be declining. 


= ¢ BIRDHOUSES Nests in 
houses and boxes. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Declining. Introduced 
European Starlings successfully 
compete for nest sites. 


bla & 


mustache 


YELLOW-SHAFTED 
MALE 


buff-white 
underparts with 
heavy black 
Spotting 


GILDED FLICKER 
Limited range but 
overlaps with Red- 
shafted form; like a 


Pattern 


MC Uf ee 


Several rapid wing beats followed by a 
pause with wings folded at sides produces 
up-and-down flight pattern. 


In snag, poles, posts, buildings, nest boxes, and banks (sometimes driving out 
5 £ 
the kingfisher or Bank Swallow tenants) ¢ 6-20 feet above ground, sometimes 


Shape i Location y & ree i higher ¢ built by both sexes ® sometimes uses same nest hole for second season 


¢ 3-12 white eggs; oval to short-oval; 1.1 x 0.8 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ | Habitatee eo @ Migration \fost do not migrate | Welét 4.8 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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SPECIES Dryocopus pileatus |*°°8th 16.5-19.5 inches | Wingspan 27_30 inches 


PILEATED WOODPECKER 


These crow-sized woodpeckers drum on red crest extending 
from forehead to , 


trees to claim territory and attract a mate; 
the loud heavy sound 1s as if the tree is 
being hit with a wooden mallet. Each 
member of a mated pair excavates several 
roosting cavities and may retire for the 
evening in one of them. ‘The male roosts 
in the current nesting cavity before the 
eggs are laid and afterward incubates them 
there at night. In flight both sexes show 

a large white patch at the base of 

the primaries and they also show solid black 
white underwing linings. back 


@ 2ape if e lars 


| black Bill 
| 
| 


scarlet mustache 


—e white chin 


white line from 
base of bill crosses 
face to back of 
neck and extends 
down neck to side 


@ SONG Location call to mate is a 
deliberate loud cuck, cuck, cuck. Both sexes 
have a call of ywcka, yucka, yucka, similar to a 
flicker, that changes in pitch, loudness, and 
in its cadence. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Loud 

and often conspicuous. Bores deep into 

trees and peels off large strips of bark 

for food. Also digs on ground and on black 
fallen logs. Eats ants, beetles, and a 9 forehead 
variety of other insects, especially ” A 
tree-boring ones, acorns, 
beechnuts, seeds of tree cones, 

nuts, and various fruits. 

@ BREEDING Monogamous. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 

15-18 days by both sexes, mostly 
male. Young altricial; brooded by 
female; stay in nest 26-28 days, fed 
by both sexes. | brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common to fairly 
common in the Southeast; 
uncommon and local elsewhere. 


MALE 


IVORY- BILLED 
WOODPECKER 
Probably extinct 
e larger; two white 


L Df a - 
mustache 


stripes on back 
extending from sides of 
neck; white secondaries 
make white patch on 
back when wings fold; 
black chin; ivory-white 
bill; in flight, shows 
white secondaries and 
FEMALE se of inner primaries; 
white lining onedge of 
underwing ® female has 
black crest. 


@ FEEDERS Mixture of melted suet, pecans, and walnut meats. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to habitat loss and 
forest fragmentation. Sharp 
decline in early 20th century, 
but has adapted to habitat 
distances; alternates rapid wing strokes changes. Competes for 

with brief periods of wings folded to sides excavated nesting cavities with 
on short flights beneath the canopy. European Starlings. 


Nest Identification . ee reas . 
Few wood chips @ dead or live tree in shaded area, 15-85 feet above ground 


* excavated by both sexes; female sometimes does more ® 3-8 white eggs; 


Strong powerful wing beats when traveling 


Shape sa Location gry. & a a oval to elliptical, 1.3 x 1.0 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ | Habitat ope #.¢ @, Migration Nonmigratory | “'€"t 10.9 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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| bength 4s inches | EPPS Ziaches 


Family TyRANNIDAE 


As it is difficult to spot, this bird 


; : : : crown with 
is best located by its high, thin 


bushy crest 


faint whitish 


ma 
NORTHERN BEARDLESS-TYRANNULET a 


voice. The male tends to sing 
from high perches in tall indistinct 
trees. Once spotted, this eye tg 
little flycatcher can be abe kovietiiies 
somewhat difficult to lighter than 
identify, especially if TOWN 
the crest is not raised 
and apparent. In 
conjunction with its 
voice, crest, and 
small size, other 
characteristics are two buff- 

ee ee colored 
the bird’s fairly one bas 
upright posture and 
wagging tail. 
¢ SONG Clear notes with 
a whistled, slightly nasal 
peeert or pee-yerp. Also 
3-5 or more brief 
melancholy downslurred 
notes, dee-dee-dee-dee. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or 
in pairs. Easily overlooked. 
Forages low to high. In 
summer months, often seen 
hawking insects in midair in 
| the manner of other flycatchers. 
| In winter, forages for insects by gleaning from twigs and leaves 
| like a kinglet, warbler, or vireo. Also feeds on small berries. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 


¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Incubation time 

undetermined, but known to be performed by female. Young 

altricial; fed by both sexes. Age at first flight undetermined. 

1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon in southeast Arizona and southern 
‘Texas, although can be locally 
common within range. 


¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Resident 
from northern Mexico through 
Rather weak direct flight on rapidly Central America. May have 
beating wings. Often flies out from perch declined with the loss of 
to take flying insect and returns. streamside habitat. 


gray-olive 


upperparts 


—— 


eyebrow 


small slightly 
curved bill with 
dusky tip and 
creamy-pink base 


dull white or pale 
yellow underparts 


Similar Birds 


RUBY-CROWNED 
KINGLE1 

Rounder head; lacking 
crest; bold white eye 
ring; two distinct 
whitish wing bars; short 
notched tail; tiny dark 
bill; nervous habit of 
flicking wings as it hops 
through foliage. 


BUFF-BREASTED 
FLYCATCHER 

Slightly larger; pale 
brownish upperparts 
and head; cinnamon- 
buff breast; belly and 
undertail coverts 
washed pale yellowish 
white to buff-white; 2 
whitish wingbars; white 
eye ring forms 
“teardrop”; white webs 
on outer tail feathers 

® more limited 
Southwest range. 


| Size and shape of baseball, with high entrance on one side ® grass- and weed- 

_} lined, with vegetation, down, and feathers @ outer branches of deciduous tree, 
4-50 feet above ground; often built in the stems of a clump of mistletoe ® built 
by female ¢ 1-3 white eggs, finely marked with brown, olive, or gray spots at 
larger end; oval to long oval, 0.6 inch long. 


/ lade Sexes similar | “abitatee @ se Migration Migratory Weight 9.3 ounce 


DATE TIME 


LOCATION 
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Family TYRANNIDAE SPECIES Myignagis viridicata Length 5_5.7 inches | Wingspan 7.5_8 5 inches 


GREENISH ELAENIA 


A neotropical flycatcher normally 
found from central Mexico to central 
South America, the Greenish Elaenia 
is easily overlooked because it has,a 
tendency to sit silently for lengthy 
periods of time. It is best located 

by its high thin voice. This small 
brightly colored bird has a 

relatively flat head with a yellow 
crown stripe that is usually 
concealed, and a small slender 
blackish bill, which often has a 
creamy pinkish base or 

underside. Perched birds have 

a distinctive hunched-over 
appearance to their posture. 
Note the long tail, streaked 
border between chest and 
belly, and the lack of any 
conspicuous wing bars. 

e SONG High thin 

rolling notes that sound 
like speeeeerr or cheeerip, 
with the quality 

ranging from reedy 

to slurred, given in 

a descending scale. 

Calls also include a clearer /ee-eeu or fsee-chu, as well as a 

plaintive chece’eu. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary, except during breeding season. 
Frequents groves of medium-sized trees. Forages in upper to 
mid-level trees, taking insects and insect larvae in short sallies. 
Darts out from perch for flying, walking, or crawling insects; 
takes insects either in midair or off branches and foliage, and 
then returns to perch. Often sits quietly between hawking 
flights. Diet also includes some fruit. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

e NESTING Young altricial. 
1 brood per year. Further 
breeding biology 1s essentially 
unknown. 


small crest, 
rarely raised 


short whitish 
supercilium 


olive head and 
upperparts, but 
head may appear. 


More Bray 


yellow 
undertail 
COVETTS 


long tail 


Flight Pattern 


once in southeastern ‘Texas. 
Fairly common to common 
across its native range. 


Rather weak flight with rapid and 
somewhat shallow wing beats. Sallies out 
to take insects and returns to perch. 


¢ POPULATION Has occurred 


dark lore 
© stripe 


small slender 
blackish bill 


grayish throat 
and chest with 
whitish streaks 


yellow belly 


blackish feet and legs 


CARIBBEAN ELAENIA 
Slightly larger; grayer 
upperparts; pale gray 
supercilium; dusky lore 
stripe; pale gray throat 
and underparts; grayish- 
olive chest; pale lemon 
belly and undertail 
coverts; whitish to 
lemon-buff wingbars 
with panel on 
secondaries; broad 
white edges to tertials. 


YELLOW-BELLIED 
FLYCATCHER 
Big-headed and short- 
tailed; white eye ring; 
2 white wing bars; olive 
upperparts and yellow 
underparts; dark upper 
mandible; creamy pink- 
orange lower mandible. 


Nest Identification Roots, tendrils, zachises of compound leaves, and spider’s silk ¢ in a fork at mid 


to upper levels, 20-35 feet above ground ® nest so frail that eggs can be seen 


Shape cop 


Location & b> 


oval to long oval, 0.7 inch long. 


through bottom ® 2 whitish eggs, streaked and blotched with chocolate and lilac; 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitatee @& se Migration Nonmigratory | “el€"t 0.4 ounce | 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


| 


BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA e 433 


Family PyRANNIDAE Species fr /yenig martinica | *©°84 55-6 inches | WiN&SPan 8_9 inches 
| 


CARIBBEAN ELAENIA 
‘The elaenias of the American tropics 
are a notoriously difficult group to 
identify. ‘The Caribbean Elaenia has 
a chunky, rather uniformly grayish 
body and a dark-colored bill with 
pinkish orange lower mandible. 

The bushy crest with a whitish 

base 1s seldom raised, keeping 

the white crown streak 


dusky lore 


short pale gray wie : | 


supercilium 


—--@ pale gray throat 
grayish olive head e— and underparts 


and upperparts 


concealed. pine bet 
< ove Chest 
e SONG Usually very 7 
quiet. Repertoire dark wings with whitish to lemon- 


buff wing bars with 


broad white edges / 
panel on secondartes 


includes clear cheerful 
fo tertials 


whee-u and peeu. 

Sometimes short trilled 

pirrr and grating che-eup, 
followed by wy-w/-eup. 

¢ BEHAVIOR 

Solitary. Unobtrusive. dark rail ) 
Frequents humid to ie 
semihumid woodlands a 
and edges. Like most 
elaenias, often keeps 

well hidden high in 

forest canopy, where it 
may be difficult to see, 

but sometimes perches 
fairly conspicuously on low 
trees or shrubs. Eats insects that it 

hawks in midair or gleans from foliage, but mostly feeds on 

small berries and on fruiting trees. When calling, often remains 
motionless with crest erected. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

¢ NESTING Period of incubation and by which sex is 
undetermined. Young altricial. Age at first flight unknown. 

1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Accidental to northwestern Florida. Fairly 
common to common on the 
eastern Yucatan Peninsula of 
Mexico, and some islands 
offshore (Cozumel and Cayo 
Culebra); Belize; as well as in 
the Caribbean. 


‘e pale lemon belly 


and undertail coverts 


Similar Birds _ 


GREENISH ELAENIA 
Slightly smaller; olive 


blackish legs 
and feet 


head and upperparts; 
short whitish 


supercilium; dark lores; 
grayish throat and chest; 
whitish streaks on 
throat; yellow belly, 
flanks, and undertail 
coverts; slender blackish 
bill; vellow-edged flight 
feathers on wing and 
tail; appears flat-headed 
but small crest raises 


when alarmed. 


ie ait Flight Pattern 


Weak fluttering flight with rather shallow 
wing beats. Sometimes sallies out for 
flying insects and returns to perch 


‘est Identification Fine roots and grass stems, lined with finer rootlets and goat’s hair; often in 
Petar eee APSA itr 


open scrub ® roughly built on horizontal branch about 10 feet above ground 
¢ 2-3 whitish eggs, spotted with browns and grays; oval to long oval, 
0.9 x 0.6 inches. 


Shape wy Location a & 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


DATE 


434 ¢ BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


Family TYRANNIDAE SPECIES Contopus cooperi | L©°8tN 7.5 inches Wingspan 43 inches 


OLIVE-SIDED FLYCATCHER 


This is a stout large-headed flycatcher with | 


dark olive sides and flanks and distinctive 
white rump side tufts, which are often 
concealed or obscured by the folded 
wings. [he Olive-sided Flycatcher is 
often observed perched high on an 


exposed dead limb in a tree or on 
lookout 1n the tops of dead or 
living trees. Populations are on 
the decline in many regions, 
believed to be the result of 
disappearing winter habitats. 
Migration begins in late 

spring and early fal!; these 

birds spend the winter as 

far away as Central and 

South America. 

e SONG Call sounds like 

quick three beers with second 

note higher. Other calls 

include a trebled pvp. 

® BEHAVIOR Solitary. 
Reclusive. Often perched on 
high exposed branches. Hawks 

a wide variety of flying insects in 
midair, often taking larger insects 
the size of, and including, 
honeybees, beetles, and cicadas. 
Characteristic tendency is to 
vigorously defend nesting areas 
against predators and humans. 


Frequents open montane and boreal 

coniferous forests, burns, bogs, swamps, and areas around 
mountain lakes; uses dead trees for hunting perches. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

e NESTING Incubation 14-17 days by female. Young altricial; 
fed by both sexes; first flight at 21-23 days. 1 brood per year. 


Flight Pattern 


Swift flight on rapidly beating wings. 
Sallies from perch to take flying insects 
with audible snap of bill; returns to perch. 


Nest Identification 


Shape ww 


Location i 


Plumage Sexes similar 


TIME 


large mostly black 
bill with center and 
base of lower mandible 
a dull orange 


proportionally 
short neck 


brownish olive e——= 
upperparts : 
is dull white throat, 
center breast strip, belly, 
and undertail coverts 


brownish olive sides of 
breast, streaked sides, 
and flanks 


large stout 


body 


black legs 
and feet Similar Birds 

GREATER PEWEE 
Longer tail; tufted crest; 
more uniform gray 
plumage overall; white 
chin and throat; dark 
upper mandible and 


bright orange lower 
mandible; lacks rump 
tufts; voice differs 

® casual in winter in 
Arizona and California. 


EASTERN 
WOOD-PEWEE 

Smaller, sparrow-sized 
body; pale whitish to 
olive-gray underparts; 
lacks rump tufts; two 
narrow white wing bars; 


proportionally 
short tail 


voice differs. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common; casual in winter in 
coastal mountains of southern 
California. Declining; one factor 
may be deforestation and loss of 
habitat on wintering grounds. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 


Lined with lichen, grass, roots, twigs, weeds, and pine needles ¢ in 
conifer, usually on horizontal branch, 5-70 feet above ground ® built by 
female ¢ 3-4 white to pinkish buff eggs with brown and gray spots 
concentrated at larger end; oval to short oval, 0.9 x 0.6 inches. 


Habitat 4 99g Migration \figratory Weight (jndetermined 


LOCATION 
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Family TyRANNIDAE Species Conrypus sordidulus| ‘©8Y 6,25 inches Wingspan 10.5 inches 


WESTERN WOOD-PEWEE 


‘The western counterpart to the 
Eastern Wood-Pewee is similar 
in appearance but has a 
different call. Like other 
pewees, its wings quiver when 
it lands, but it does not wag its 
tail. This sparrow-sized 
flycatcher is dark and dusky 
overall and inhabits riparian 
woodlands and open, mixed 
conifer and hardwood forests 
in the mountains. Note the 
two thin wing bars and the 
lack of an eye ring. 
e SONG On breeding 
grounds sings /swee-tee-seer. 
Also has soft, nasal whistle 
peeer or peeyee, given 
throughout the year. 
Often vocalizes before 
daylight; in evenings 
sometimes sings until 
after dark. 
¢ BEHAVIOR 
Solitary. Stays quietly 
hidden in trees or 
perched in open view 
until it spots food, 
then flies out and 
snatches insect. 
Eats wide variety 
of small to 
medium flying 
insects, some spiders, and a few wild berries. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-13 days by female. Altricial young. 
Fed by both sexes. First flight at 14-18 days. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common to 
Flight Pattern abundant in some areas but 
declining in parts of California. 
Casual in the East in migration. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Weak fluttering direct flight with shallow Neotropical migrant. This bird 


wing beats. Sallies from perch to catch is vulnerable to deforestation on 
insects, re ing to sé sarby oh. ; : : 
sects, returning to same or nearby perch its wintering grounds. 


XK . 

. © dark bill 

dark grayish 

brown overall a 
oe ¢ ‘e yellow-orange 

on base of lower 

mandible 


-—_——~@ 2 thin white 
bars on wings 


e 


or paler 


underparts 


Similar Birds 


GREATER PEWEE 
‘Tufted crest; larger; 


blackish feet 


and legs 


larger bill; dark 
upperparts; yellow- 


orange underparts; 
indistinct wing bars; 
different call ® casual in 
winter in Arizona and 
California. 


EASTERN 
WOOD-PEWEE 
More olive upperparts; 


less dusky underparts; 


pale bill; different voice. 


Grass, plant fibers, and plant down ¢ decorated outside with gray moss, leaves, 
and sometimes lichen ® bound to branch with spider webs ® in trees, usually 


conifer, on horizontal branch 15-75 feet above ground ¢ built by female 
Shape wy Location F ive & e 2-4 whitish to creamy eggs blotched with brown and lavender, often 


concentrated toward larger end; oval to short oval, 0.7 inch long. 


‘Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat oe @ Migration Migratory Weight 9.5 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family TyRANNIDAE SPECIES Contypus virens Length 6 25 inches Wingspan 105 inches 


EASTERN WOOD-PEWEE 
Although this bird is very difficult 

to distinguish visually from its 

western counterpart, the Western 
Wood-Pewee, their ranges barely + 

overlap and their voices differ. 

Like most flycatchers, it tends 

to perch on an open lookout dark grayish 
among thick trees or shrubs, olive upperparts 
sailing into the open only to 

feed. It is often first detected 

by its voice, because it often 

calls its distinctive pee-a-wee 

while perched, awaiting its 

next chance at a flying 

insect. Juveniles are similar 

to adults but both upper 

and lower mandibles 

showing dark coloration. 

¢ SONG During the day whistles 
distinctive, slow plaintive pee-a- 
wee, with second note lower; on 
second or third repeat, often 
followed by pee-yeer; second note 
lower. At dusk and early dawn, 
sings ah-de-dece. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary. Perches on 
open and/or dead branches in trees 
to spot prey; flies out to catch 

food. Eats a wide variety of flying 
insects, including beetles, flies, 


dark upper 


mandible 


yellow-orange 
lower mandible 


whitish throat, center 
breast, and belly 


—_——e 2 thin whitish 
wing bars 


pale dusky olive 
sides and flank. 5 


pale underparts 
washed yellowish 


black feet 


and legs 


Similar Birds 


WESTERN 
WOOD-PEWEE 

Ranges barely overlap; 
very similar in size and 
appearance; duskier and 
darker overall; darker 
lower mandible; voice is 
different. 


EASTERN PHOEBE 
Slightly larger; paler 


moths, wasps, and bees. ‘lakes , subitishh pawele 
some spiders and a few berries. Like other flycatchers, it often underparts; lacks wing 
defends its territory even from larger birds by flying at them and bars; both mandibles 

: . : + > dark; pumps tail up and 
pecking at their backs. 


down while perched, 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. especially upon landing; 
@ NESTING Incubation 12-13 days by female. Young altricial; dinar 
stay in nest 14-18 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Fairly 
Plight Pattern Poin common and widespread. 


Casual in the West in migration. 

© CONSERVATION 

Neotropical migrant. Infrequent 

host to cowbird’s eggs. Decline 
Rather slow fluttering direct flight on 88 


shallowly beating wings. Sallies forth to due to possible loss of South 
catch insects in midair, returning to perch. American wintering habitat. 


Nest Identification Grass, plant fibers, and spider web, covered with thick layer of lichens ¢ fork of 


tree or saddled on horizontal branch, 15-50 feet above ground ® built by female 


¢ 2-4 whitish eggs, with brown blotches and purple, often wreathed at large end; 


Shape Location ai S' oh 
P ww 1 os a oval to short ovate, 0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat o,¢ @, Migration \figratory Weight 9.5 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family "TYRANNIDAE Species f wpidonax flaviventris | “©°8M 5.5 inches Wingspan 8 '5 inches 


YELLOW-BELLIED FLYCATCHER aes 


Once you spot this small bird, its 
yellowish underparts from chin 
to undertail coverts make it easy 
to identify because it 1s the only 
eastern Empidonax with a 
yellow throat. Voice and habitat 
also are key to clinching the 
identification. [t usually stays 
hidden low in trees, shrubs, o1 
thickets, but making various 
squeaking or kissing sounds 

on the back of your hand may 
lure it from its hiding place. 
‘This flycatcher is credited 

with eating more ants than 

any other empid. 

e SONG Often silent in 
migration. Slurred and 
explosive pse-ek! Also 

makes a per-WEE, 
reminiscent of a 
pewee’s short song, 
and a shrill chiu. 
¢ BEHAVIOR 
Secretive and 
quiet. Stays low 
in thickets near 
the ground and 
inside foliage in 
wet swampy woods. 

Eats a variety of insects, including beetles, moths, tent 


. 

, 
= 
43 


large head e— 


broad yellow e— 


e —e pale orange 
eye ring : 


lower mandible 
olive yellow throat 
upperparts 
olive wash 
on breast 


ag, 2 eahiniah 


wing bars 


yellow underparts 


CORDILLERAN 
FLYCATCHER 
‘Teardrop-shaped eye 
ring; less contrasting 
wings and wing bars; 
darker brown 


; upperparts; 
short tail 


proportionally longer 
tail; different voice. 
ACADIAN FLYCATCHER 


Whitish gray throat; 
buff to white wash on 


caterpillars, flies, ants, and some spiders. May subsist on f wing bars; larger bill is 
mountain ash during severe weather. As it gives its single strong yellowish below; yellow 
wash on belly and 
note it flutters its wings and jerks its head and tail as if the vocal eee a 
i undertail coverts; 
effort was so strenuous as to cause the shudder. proportionally longer 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. SUERTE OEE. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Altricial young 
fed by both sexes. First flight at 
L Blight Pattern L Blight Pattern 13-14 days. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Common to 
=~ fairly common. Stable. 
¢ CONSERVATION 


Neotropical migrant. 


Weak fluttering flight with shallow rapid : crs 
wing beats. Sallies from perch to hawk Occasionally parasitized by 


insects and returns to same or nearby perch. Brown-headed Cowbird. 


Nest Identification 


Shape wy Location umm 2 See, 


‘Twigs, rootlets, weeds, and moss ® lined with thin rootlets, grass, and fresh 
leaves ® atop hillock of moss or on upturned stumps among roots of fallen trees, 
)-2 feet above ground ¢ built by female ¢ 3-5 white eggs with light brown dots 
that become heavier near larger end; oval to short oval, 0.7 by 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat eee @& 8 a Migration Migratory Weight 0.4 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family ‘TyRANNIDAE 


ACADIAN FLYCATCHER 


Its scientific genus name, which means 
“mosquito king,” widely misses the mark in 
describing this bird’s feeding habits, but it 

is an apt description of the small siz pj. 

of a flycatcher that lords over a realm — upperparts 
of small insects. It is the only 
Empidonax flycatcher to breed 

in the deep southern states of 

North America, where it rules 2 duffy or 
in heavily wooded deciduous — whitish 
bottomlands, swamps, and wing bars 
riparian thickets, and in the 
wooded ravines of drier 
uplands. Like other empids it 
is best known by its voice. 

e SONG Soft call of peace or 
peeet. Its explosive PIZ-zza!! 
sounds like a bird sneezing. 
On territory, males utter a 
mechanical /#, “7, 4, #7 as they 
move from one perch to the 
next beneath the canopy. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary. 
Easily overlooked except 
for its occasional 
vocalizations. Perches in 
shade on lower to mid- 

level branches tn thick 

trees to search for food, 
then dashes out to snatch 
insect. Eats wide variety of flying insects. Frequents wet areas 

in open woodlands where it aggressively drives away larger birds 
and other intruders from the breeding territory. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 

e NESTING Incubation 13-15 days by female. Young altricial; 
fed by both sexes, but more by female. First flight at 

13-15 days; male may feed fledglings while female starts second 
clutch. 2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common; 
range expanding in Northeast. 


¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 
Frequently nest parasitized by 
Brown-headed Cowbird. 


\ 

Sylow teh 
and undertail 
COVETTS 


long primary 
projection 


Flight Pattern 


Weak fluttering flight with shallow wing 
beats on rapidly beating wings. Sallies out 
from perch and takes insects in flight, 
then returns to same or nearby perch. 


pale yellow eye ring 


Species Kim pidonax virescens | ©°8N 5.75 inches | WINESP8N 8 75 inches 


aa 


| long broad- 
based bill with 
yellow lower 
mandible 


pale grayish throat 


white lower breast 


LEAST FLYCATCHER 
Smaller bill; more 
brownish olive 
upperparts; grayish 
white underparts; bright 
white wingbars and eye 
ring; shorter primary 
projection @ voice and 
breeding habitat differ. 


WILLOW FLYCATCHER 
ALDER FLYCATCHER 
Less distinct eye ring, 
less contrasting wings 
with dull wingbars; and 
more brown upperparts 
¢ voice and breeding 
habitat differ. 


DATE TIME 


Sticks, grass, dried stems, and bits of bark and cobweb; lined with grass, hair, 
and plant down ® sloppy/messy-looking with long streamers of grasses hanging 
beneath cup ® in fork of horizontal limb well out from trunk ¢ 3-25 feet up 

® built by female * 2-4 creamy white eggs, with sparse brown spots; oval to short 
oval; 0.7 x 0.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ane @, Migration Migratory Weight 9.5 ounce 


u 


Nest Identification 


Shape ogy Location a dy 


LOCATION 
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Family TyRANNIDAE Species Fmpidonax alnorum | +©"8th 5.75 inches Wingspan’ 8_9 inches 


ALDER FLYCATCHER ie ak 


Perhaps the most green-brown of 
the eastern empids, this bird was 
formerly known as ‘Traill’s 


Flycatcher, from which both it brownish 
: olive head 


white eye ring 


Ne blackish bill, 


and the W illow Flycatcher . ore, ih pinted 
were split into separate species — 470wntsh olive orange lower 
in the 1970s. ‘This shy bird is Eppes mandible 


easily overlooked; during 
nesting season it stays hidden 
within the thick trees and Dike das 
shrubs of its alder swamp ON WINGS ¢@ 
and wet meadow-thicket 

| habitat. Occasionally it can 

be spotted dashing out of 

hiding to catch passing 

insects or perching 

conspicuously on an 

exposed branch to sing. 

e SONG Raspy /ee-bee-o oa 

or way-bee-o on breeding 

grounds. Also has call of 

bold pep. 

| ¢ BEHAVIOR Male sings 

repeatedly for first 2 weeks 

after returning to territory 

| in late spring, but after he 

| bonds with female is largely 


whitish throat 


dusky wash 
on chest 


pale yellow 
wash on sides 
and flanks 


Saba 


blackish legs and feet 


whitish WILLOW FLYCATCHER 
Different call; more 
brown overall; less- 
prominent wing bars 


undertail 
coveTTS 


| stays rj ick darker : 
| silent. Stays low me thick tat f and eye ring; wir call 
vegetation, often hunting | note ¢ different 
inside umbrella of thicket breeding habitat. 
canopy. Perches in shrubs to ACADIAN FLYCATCHER 
| spot prey, then catches it in Greener upperparts; 
flight. Eats wide variety of ; longer tal; yellowish 
: . ; ‘ ; , : oF. eye ring; yellow wash 
| flying insects; gleans some from vegetation, including spiders p on belly ond mclenail 
| and millipedes. Also feeds on some types of small berries. coverts; different voice 
} ne Py x and habitat. 
_| © BREEDING Monogamous. csaial ageies 


¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Altricial young. Fed 


by both sexes. First flight at 
i 4. Flight Pattern 


13-14 days. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Common 
and stable. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 
Occasionally nest parasitized by 
Brown-headed Cowbird. 


Weak fluttering direct flight with shallow 
wing beats. Sallies to hawk flying insects, 
often returning to same or nearby perch. 


Se 
| Nest Identification Grass, weeds, bark strips, small twigs, and rootlets ® lined with plant down or 
— other soft materials ¢ in horizontal or upright fork of shrub or low tree 1-4 feet 
(sometimes as high as 30 feet) above ground ¢ built by female ¢ 3-4 white eggs 
dotted with brown on larger end; oval, 0.7 x 0.55 inches. 


Habitat @ og Migration Migratory Weight (9.5 ounce 


TIME LOCATION 
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Species Em pidonax traillii \‘®°8 5.75 inches | Wi€sPan g_9 inches 


WILLOW FLYCATCHER — 


[his bird can be distinguished from other 
Empidonax flycatchers by its voice and breeding 


Family “T'yRANNIDAE 


brownish to brownish 


habitat preference, plus It 1s perhaps the most green head 9 
brown of the eastern Empidonax amd lacks a 

prominent eye ring. Much variation occurs in brownish green 

overall color: northwestern races have dark upperparts 


thin pale 
heads, while southwestern races are very Ave Fine 
s S Fan} 
pale. Phe compact, intricate nests of 
these birds often have streamers 
hanging underneath. Formerly 
lumped together with the Alder 


pale 


lores 


Flycatcher as the ‘[raill’s dark wings with 
Flycatcher. buff to yellow 


wing bars Hlncbik Bilbawih 
yellowish pink 


lower mandible 


¢ SONG Often silent in 

migration. Utters harsh, burry 

Jitz-bew or fritz-be-yew, 

resembling a sneeze with 

accent on first syllable. Call 244 yellow 
: . ‘711 ON 

a loud, thick w/t! tertials and 

® BEHAVIOR Inhabits secondaries 

swamps and willow thickets 

along streams. Often perches 

low below crown of vegetation; 

when singing uses exposed 

perch. Males chase females tn 

courtship flights similar to those of 

other empids. Perches to spot prey, 

then catches it in flight. Eats wide 

variety of flying insects and those 

gleaned from foliage; also takes spiders 


whitish center of belly 
and undertail coverts 


@ dusky sides and ‘\ blackish 
flanks tinged with legs and feet 
yellow 


dark tail 


Similar Birds 


and some berries. eS ALDER FLYCATCHER 
@ BREEDING Monogamous. Suche: Date 
fone 7 : 7 prominent eye ring; 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-15 days by female. Altricial young. more olive-gray to olive- 


Fed by both sexes. First flight at 12-14 days. 1 brood per year. brown back; bolder buff 
wing bars ¢ different 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common and expanding southern eR Cs 
. é voice and habitat. 


range in the East; uncommon to rare in parts of the West; 
declining on West Coast. Decline due to loss of streamside habitat. 
® CONSERVATION Neotropical migrant. Nests parasitized by 


Brown-headed Cowbird. 
Flight Pattern Populations increase with 


reduced cattle grazing in 
breeding habitats and cessation 
Weak fluttering flight with shallow 
rapid wing beats. Sallies from perch to 


of killing and removing 
streamside willow thickets. 


hawk flying insects, returning to perch. 


Nest Identification Bark, grass, rootlets, and bits of plants ¢ lined with plant down and other soft 
vegetation ® in fork of deciduous tree or shrub 2-15 feet above ground ® built by 


female ¢ 2-4 pale buff to whitish eggs with brown spots that become thicker on 


Shape Location & er ae aes 
@ , = the larger end; oval to short oval, 0.7 x 0.55 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat _@ we sx Migration Migratory Weight (5 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family "TyRANNIDAE Species Fypidonax minimus | “®?8 5.25 inches _ | Wingspan 7.5_8 5 inches 


LEAST FLYCATCHER —— : 


e large head 


A common summer 
breeding resident in short 
North America and the triangular 
smallest of the eastern bill @ 
empids, the Least 
Flycatcher is perhaps 
the most often- 


white eye ring 


@ whitish throat 


pale lower i 
encountered small mandible with i id gray wash on breast 


flycatcher in the East. dusky tip 
During breeding 
season the male makes is qt he 
a noisy territorial upperparts 
display, calling chee- 

BEC Kk more than eile 
sixty times per minute wing bars 
while chasing other 

flycatchers in its 

territory. Note its 

small size, small bill, 

brown to olive wash hove 
on the upperparts, and primary 
conspicuous eye ring and = P/wection 
wing bars. 

¢ SONG Sings raspy 

repeutive chee-BECK. Call is 

plercing whitt-whitt-whitt. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Active, often 
changing perches. Flicks tail and 
wings a lot; jerks tail strongly upward. 
Chases female in courtship; chases ecologically similar 
American Redstart out of nesting territory. Perches to spot prey, 
then catches it in the air while flying. Also gleans insects from 
branches and foliage. Eats wide variety of insects, some spiders, 
and a few berries and seeds. 


paler underparts 


WILLOW, ALDER, 
AND ACADIAN 
FLYCATCHERS 
Larger; larger bills; 


greener upperparts; 
longer primary 
extensions; different 


voices ® Willow 
Flycatcher has less 


prominent eye ring but 


similar w//7 call note. 


pale 


DUSKY FLYCATCHER 
yellow belly 


Shghtly longer, 
narrower bill; longer 


pale yellow ; tail; grayer throat; less 
undertail coverts contrast in wings; more 
narrow eye ring; 
different song. 


HAMMOND’S 
FLYCATCHER 

Small narrow bill; part 
of lower mandible is 
orangish; gray throat; 


darker olive-gray breast; 
more distinct teardrop- 
shaped eye ring; long 
primary projection; 
different voice. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Sometimes in loose colonies. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 13-15 days by female. Altricial young 
stay in nest 12-17 days. Fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common 
and widespread but declining in 
parts of range. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 
Uncommon host to cowbird. 
Declining population noted by 
National Audubon Society. 


Weak fluttering direct flight with shallow 
wing beats. Sallies to take insects in flight 
and returns to same or nearby perch. 


Grass, bark strips, twigs, lichens, and plant fibers; bound by spider or caterpillar 


webs ® in fork of tree or shrub 2-60 feet above ground ¢ built by female ¢ 3-6 


Shape gq Location & a > creamy white eggs; ovate, 0.6 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ae @, Migration Migratory Weight 0.4 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family TYRANNIDAE Species Fin pidonax hammondii \ “©8055 inches WIPESPEN Q inches 


HAMMOND’S FLYCATCHER 


‘This small bird avoids competition 
for nest sites and food by living 
higher on mountains in open 
coniferous forests and nesting 
at higher elevations and 

farther north than most other 
Empidonax flycatchers. 
Spending much of its day 
perched high in the trees, 

this rather large-headed, 
short-tailed empid has a 
relatively horizontal 

stance, with the tail on 

the same plane as the 

body or slightly cocked. 

It often shows a small 

patch of orangish color 

at the base of the 
lower mandible. 


¢ SONG Often 
silent for long 
periods of time 
Low, rapid, hoarse, 
sharp two-syllable 
sill-it or chi-pit and 
low-pitched, 
rough greeep or 
pweeet. Call is 
raspy, sharp peer. 

¢ BEHAVIOR 
Active, flicking 
tail frequently and 


teardrop-shaped 


white eye ring 


grayish olive 


back 


darker wings 
and tail 


e whitish to pale 
yellow tertials 


short tail 


often flicking wings at same time. Perches in tree to spot prey, 


then quickly catches it in flight. Eats wide variety of flying 
insects and others it gleans from foliage. 
e BREEDING Monogamous. 


stay in nest 16-18 days. 
both sexes. | brood per y 


Pl Sieh Pagens Pattern 


an 2 


Weak, fluttering direct flight with shallow 
wing beats. Sallies to take flying insects 


@ CONSERVATION 


and returns to same or nearby perch. 


Nest Identification 


Location gy. & 


Shape copy a ae 
P brown; ovate, 0.7 x 0.55 inches. 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


e NESTING Incubation 12-16 days by female. Altricial young 
Fed by 


Car. 


¢ POPULATION Common 
and widespread. Casual in East. 


Neotropical migrant. Vulnerable 
to loss of habitat from logging of 
montane coniferous forests. 


Made of weed stems, grass, bark strips, and lichens ® lined with finer materials, 
hair, feathers, and grass ® on horizontal branch or fork of tree 10-60 feet above 
ground ® built by female ¢ 3-4 creamy white eggs, sometimes dotted with 


large grayish 


head 


NA‘TO® short 


blackish bill 


orange—flesh color at 
base of lower mandible 


whitish to buff 


wing bars 


gray or olive 
wash on breast 


and sides 


pale yellow wash 
on belly 


Similar Birds 


DUSKY FLYCATCHER 
More open, scrubby 
habitat; longer bill; pale 
lower mandible with 
dusky tip; pale gray 
throat; shorter primary 
projection; longer tail; 
different voice. 


LEAST FLYCATCHER 
Slightly smaller; actively 
flicks wings and tail; 
grayer above, whiter 
below; more prominent 
eye ring; lower mandible 
mostly yellowish; 
different voice. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat eee 9.¢ Migration Migratory Weight (9.4 ounce 
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Length 6 inches Wingspan 9.5 mches | 


Family TyRANNIDAE Species ypidonax wrightii 


GRAY FLYCATCHER 


‘This shy bird is at home in the Great Basin 
spending most of its day in arid, open tina 
woodland, perched on pifon or juniper aon 

trees or in sagebrush. When frightened, 
it dives for cover and stays hidden in 
thick bushes until the intruder has 
passed. Its gray coloration and long 

tail, which it slowly bobs like a 

phoebe, make it the easiest 

empid to identify visually. By = &7@) “pperparts 


pale gray face 


Tiel delat 


bold white 
eye ring 


\ long bill 
with black tip 


dark upper 


mandible 
> . . . 70) 2 C6 7p 
late fall, its whitish underparts it a le 
Was 

show a pale yellow wash. aT 

oe . pinkish 
Juveniles display tw o buffy orange lower 
rather than whitish wing bars. mandible 
e SONG Sings an energetic whitish 

throat 


irregular low-pitched chee- 
whipp or chuwip. Call note 

is a whipp. 

¢ BEHAVIOR The tail- 
dipping trait is the most 
distinctive of any empid 

and differs from the 

upward tail jerks of several 
other species. ‘The long tail 
is quickly twitched, then 
slowly lowered, and finally 
raised back to the original 
position. Tends to perch low 
and fly down, taking insects DUSKY FLYCATCHER 
on or near the ground. Eats ‘ide oon 


ss semiarid scrub habitat 
grasshoppers, beetles, wasps, * shorter bill with dark 


2 thin whitish 
wing bars 


underparts 


5 blackish feet 


and legs 


long tail 


bees, moths, and other small insects. orange base; pale 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Enna On ee 
; : — upperparts; fairly 
¢ NESTING Incubation 14 days by female. Young altricial; stay conspicuous eye ring; 


in nest 16 days, fed by both sexes. First flight at 16 days. voice differs, but call 
1 brood per year. note 1s similar. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly common in semiarid habitat of the Great 
Basin. Casual to uncommon 
migrant in coastal California; 
accidental in the East. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Vulnerable 
to habitat loss due to 
development and overgrazing. 


LE ae . Flight Pattern 


Weak fluttering flight on shallow wing 
beats. Sallies forth to hawk insects in 
flight, often returning to same perch. 


| Weeds, bark, grasses, and twigs, lined with plant down, fine bark fibers, animal 
| fur, and feathers ¢ fork of shrub or conifer, 2-9 feet above ground ® female 
builds; male sometimes helps ¢ 3-4 creamy white eggs; oval to short oval, 
0.7 x 0.6 inches. 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family TyRANNIDAE Species F mpidonax oberholseri 


DUSKY FLYCATCHER 


‘This bird prefers to breed and nest in the open 
woodlands and brushlands of high mountain chaparrals 
of western North America. It 1s similar to 
Hammond’s Flycatcher but stays tower 
in elevation and less sheltered in 

trees, outside the dense spruce- 

fir forests preferred by 
Hammond’s. It is 
intermediate between 
the Hammond’s and 
Gray Flycatchers in 
body size, bill size, 
and tail length, and 
sometimes shows a 
yellowish wash on 

its underparts. 


while eye ring 


grayish olive 


upperparts 


a 


@ SONG Song is variable in pattern. On 
breeding grounds, sings a melancholy dee-Aick or 
si//-i7, given in late evening or early morning. Also 
has songs of a rough grrreeep and a clear high-pitched 
pweer. Call note is a dry whit. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary. Occasionally flicks tail upward while 
perched, but only flicks wings irregularly. Usually builds nests 
below 12 feet high, unlike Hammond’s, which usually builds 
higher than 12 feet. Often perches in trees to sing. Feeds by 
gleaning insects from foliage and by hawking sallies; eats moths 
and other flying insects. 

® BREEDING Monogamous. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12-16 days by female. Young altricial; 
stay in nest 15-20 days, fed by both sexes, but female does 
more. Parents tend young 
another 21 days after leaving 
nest. | brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common 
and increasing. Accidental in 
eastern US. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 


Flight Pattern 


Weak fluttering flight with shallow wing 
beats. Sallies forth and picks off flying 
insects, often returning to the same perch. 


Nest Identification 


Length 5.75 inches 


Wingspan 8_9 inches 


pale lores more 
conspicuous than 
other empids 


bill has orange- 

based lower 

mandible fading 
into dark tip 


whitish throat and 
pale olive wash on 
upper breast 


GRAY FLYCATCHER 
Frequents more open 
desert scrub and pifon- 
juniper ® longer bill; 
long tail; overall gray 
coloration; gray-white 
throat; dips tail down 
like a phoebe. 


HAMMOND’S 
FLYCATCHER 
Frequents higher- 
elevation dense conifer 


forests ® narrow, short 
bill with flesh-orange 
basal half to lower 

mandible; long primary 
extension; call differs. 


Grasses, weeds, and bark, lined with plant down, soft grasses, feathers, and 


animal hair ® fork of tree or shrub, 3-7 feet above ground ® built by female 


Shape @y Location bai a 
SoS, 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitatee 2 « Migration Migratory 


LOCATION __. 


DATE TIME 


¢ 3-4 chalky white eggs; ovate, 0.7 inch long. 


Weight (4 ounce 


. 
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iis Length 5 5 toches Wingspan § 5 inches 


Family T'yRANNIDAE 


PACIFIC-SLOPE FLYCATCHER 


Formerly lumped together 
with the Cordilleran 
Flycatcher as one species; 
they were called the 
Western Flycatcher. It 

is impossible to 
distinguish the 

two species in the 

field except by 


upper mandible 


olive head 


broad pale eye 
ring pointed 
behind eye 


brownish 


voice and breeding green 
range. This upperparts 


common forest 
inhabitant often is 
spotted perched in 
deep shade, singing 
repetitive notes and 
catching insects in 
midair. In winter it 
migrates to western 
and southern Mexico. 
This empid has a big 
head, teardrop-shaped 
eye ring, brownish green 
upperparts, and a yellow 
wash on its underparts. 
e SONG Variable. Male 
gives distinguishing slurred, high-pitched, thin psee-yeer, whistled 
on rising scale and usually repeated in 3 parts. Male’s call is p/- 
peet. Female’s common call is sharp, thin, high-pitched seev. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary but not shy or elusive. Often found in 
shaded spots, rarely in open habitats. Active; often flicks tail and 
wings when perched. Hawks flying insects or gleans them from 
foliage. Sometimes eats berries and seeds. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 14-15 days by female. Altricial young 
stay in nest 14-18 days. Fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 


brownish gray 


wings 


long brownish 
gray tail 


¢ POPULATION Widespread and common despite forest cutting. 


Common Southwest migrant; 
accidental in the East. 

© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Rarely 
parasitized by cowbirds. 

Weak, fluttering direct flight with shallow 


wing beats. Sallies to catch flying insects, 
then returns to perch. 


logging operations. 


broad bill with blackish 


Vulnerable to habitat loss from 


f 


yellow-orange to 


pinkish lower mandible 


dull pale yellow or 
grayish yellow throat 


brownish breast 


lemon-buff wing bars 


re yellowish underparts 


—e blackish gray 
legs and feet 


Similar Birds 


YELLOW-BELLIED 
FLYCATCHER 
Shorter tail; longer wing 


up; stronger green 


tones; brighter yellow 
underparts; rounder eye 
ring is not pointed at 
rear; more rounded 
head; darker wings 

and back; greater 
contrasting wing bars 
and tertial edges; 
different voice ® ranges 
barely overlap. 


CORDILLERAN 
FLYCATCHER 

Male has more 
disyllabic call of wy-seer 


or wi-seen * in breeding 
season has separate 


western range. 


n > ih 


Made of plant materials, including moss, grass, roots, bark, lichens, and leaves, 
along with hair and feathers ® on stream bank, rootlets of upturned tree, cliff 
ledge, eave of building, or in tree * 0-30 feet above ground ¢ built by female 
¢ 3-5 whitish eggs with brown blotches near larger end; oval to short oval, 

0.7 x 0.55 inches. 


\ 


DATE TIME 


LOCATION 
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Species Syyornis nigricans | €M8th 6-7 inches Wingspan 1() 511 inches 


BLACK PHOEBE ee 


Family TyRANNIDAE 


An increasingly common bird, the Black 

Phoebe is often sighted pumping its tail, 
watching for prey from treetops and other 
perches. Because it nests, forages, and block 
perches near water, a proliferation of hoes 
artificial ponds and other bodies of water 
in its western range has ensured this 
species’ survival. This 1s our only black 
flycatcher with a juncolike white pattern 
on its belly and undertail coverts. 
Juveniles show more brown and have 
a cinnamon rump and two indistinct 
cinnamon wing bars. 


¢ SONG Most common call is a 
sharp seek! ‘Typical song ts in 

4 parts, beginning with a 
rising scale followed by 
2 descending notes, pee- 
wee, pee-wee, usually 
given at dawn but also 
often during the day, 
repeated many 
times, and often 
given while 
circling in flight. 
Also occasionally 
makes loud /seee. 
¢ BEHAVIOR 
Solitary or in pairs. Found near streams, rivers, cattle tanks, 


straight black 
bill with slight 
hook at tip 


——e white belly 


black legs and feet 


Similar Birds 


EASTERN PHOEBE 
Olive-gray on breast and 


M white undertail 
COVCTTS 


sides; brownish gray on 


black tail ] upperparts darkest on 
head; mostly white 
underparts @ in fresh fall 
molt has yellow wash on 
underparts ¢ emphatic 
FEE-be! voice. 


EASTERN KINGBIRD 


ponds, lakes, and towns — wherever there is much water. Pumps 
tail up and down. Often hunts from a low, shaded perch where 
it watches for insects and swoops down to catch them in midair. 
Occasionally catches food from water’s surface, ground, or 
vegetation. Coughs up indigestible insect parts in the form of 
pellets. Sometimes eats small fish caught at water’s surface. 

@ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 


Black head; blackish 
gray upperparts and 
wings; black tail with 
white terminal band; 
white underparts from 
chin to undertail coverts; 
black bill, legs, and feet; 
does not bob tail. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 15-17 days by female. Altricial young 

stay in nest 14-21 days. Fed by 
both sexes. 2-3 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common 
near water. Accidental 1n East. 
® CONSERVATION Artificial 
ponds are contributing to an 
increasing population. 


Flight Pattern 


Weak fluttering buoyant flight with 
shallow wing beats. Sallies from perch to 
catch insects in air with audible snap of 


bill, returning to same or nearby perch. 


Nest Identification 


Adherent ® made of mud pellets and moss ® lined with vegetation, including 
grass, weeds, and roots, as well as bark and hair @ attached to vertical surface or 


~ 


, — on shelf or beam ® built by female ¢ 3-6 white eggs with occasional reddish 
Shape Location s<xy § fn - ; 55) iy : 
RAST Kc 
ji te brown spots; ovate to short ovate, occasionally short subelliptical, 0.7 x 0.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ez ae Lf Migration \fost do not migrate | Wel8"t 9.7 ounce 


DATE _ TIME LOCATION 
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Family T'YRANNIDAE Species Syyornis phoebe Length 7 inches WingsPan 11.5 inches 


EASTERN PHOEBE oT 
An early migration makes the Eastern Phoebe | 
a common harbinger of spring north of the 
Mason-Dixon Line. It is easily identified by 
its wagging tail and distinctive, harsh fee-be 
calls. The subject of the first bird-banding 
experiment in North America, by John James 
Audubon in 1840, the Eastern Phoebe has brownish e— 
provided researchers with m uch information ie 
about longevity, site fidelity, dispersal, and 

migratory movements. Phoebes are hardy 
birds that often winter near water as far 
north as the Ohio River. ‘This is the only 
species of flycatcher to winter in the 
eastern United States. In the bird’s 
nesting range it seems almost every 


dark brownish 
gray head 


black bill 


olive hint to 
sides and breast 


——— wiite underparts 
(washed with yellow 
in fall) 


black legs 


concrete bridge and culvert over reed = and feet 
small to medium streams has a Hh lags 
wings 


phoebe nest beneath it. 

¢ SONG Sharp c//p is one of most 
common calls. Also issues brusque pointed 
FEE-be accented on first syllable. Song often 
repeated, especially when male establishes 
territory and attempts to attract mate; may repeat 
many times per minute from high, exposed perch. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Often bobs tail 
when perched, especially after landing with the tail 
swept downward, then raised upward, and 

sometimes pushed sideways in an arc. While sitting 
atop tree branches and other perches, watches for 
insects and sallies to catch them in midair. Also catches 
food in foliage and on ground. In addition to insects, 


dark brownish tail 


EASTERN WOOD- 


PEWEE 
also eats small fish, berries, and fruit. Darker underparts; 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. ay ee ae 
7 ii mandibie; 4 Whitish 
¢ NESTING Incubation about 16 days by female. Altricial y wing bars; does not 


young stay in nest 15-16 days. Fed by both sexes. 2 broods per pump tail; different 
year, sometimes 3 in the South. cra 
¢ POPULATION Common and increasing. 


¢ BIRDHOUSES Accepts 
Flight Pattern 


nesting ledges glued to vertical 
a 4 


walls under concrete bridges. 

© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Parasitized 
by cowbirds. Buildings, dams, 
bridges, and culverts have 
provided more nesting areas. 


Weak buoyant fluttering flight with 
shallow wing beats. Hawks insects by 
flying from perch and taking insect in 
flight with audible pop of the mandibles. 


Nest Identification Mud pellets covered with moss ® lined with grass, weeds, leaves, hair, and 
; feathers ® often built on top of remains of old nest @ attached to a vertical wall 


Shape wy Location Be RAR or on a shelf or beam ¢ built by female ¢ 2-8 white eggs with occasional reddish 
Abandoned Nests brown spots; oval, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ae Le Migration Most migrate | Wel84t 0.7 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family TYRANNIDAE SPECIES Siiyornis saya Length 7.5 inches Wingspan 17 5 inches 
poe 


ON 


SAY’S PHOEBE 


Unlike other phoebes, Say’s 
Phoebe is not as commonly 


; : brownish 
tied to habitats near water oray 
but inhabits semiarid regions , upperparts @ black bill 


such as savannas, farmlands, 
and open brushlands. ‘This 
active bird is rarely 
sedentary and is often 
spotted darting for insects 
and wagging its tail. Its 
gray-brown upperparts 
and rusty underparts 
make it superficially 
resemble the 
American Robin, 

but its upright 

posture and aerial 
acrobatics quickly 
reveal its identity 

as a flycatcher. 


NG pale grayish brown 


throat and breast 


tawny buff belly 


and undertail coverts 


AMERICAN ROBIN 
Larger body; gray- 
brown upperparts; dark 
gray-brown or black 
head; chestnut-orange 
underparts; white lower 
belly and undertail 


black legs 
and feet 


coverts; black-and- 
white-streaked throat; 
broken white eye ring; 
yellow-orange bill with 
dark tip; largely 
terrestrial. 


blackish brown tail 


¢ SONG Often sings at dawn. Repertoire includes plaintive 
downslurred whistled phee-eur or chu-weer, often repeated many 
times. In fluttering flight also issues abrupt pit-/se-ar. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Conspicuous. Perches at low 
to middle levels on branches, wires, posts, buildings, etc. From 
perch or while hovering watches for insects and swoops down to aad sence 
catch them in midair with an audible snap of the mandibles. superciliwmaniaseen 
‘This bird rarely eats berries. Sometimes regurgitates pellets of tail; white chin; white 
insect exoskeletons. neck and breast with 


VERMILION 
FLYCATCHER 

Female is smaller; gray- 
brown upperparts and 


crown; gray-brown lores 


= 7 dusky streaking; 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. salmon-peach belly and 


¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Altricial young undertail coverts. 
stay in nest 14-16 days. Fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year, 
sometimes 3 in the Southwest 


Flight Pattern along the Mexican border. 
¢ POPULATION Stable and 


- 4 | ; Es fairly common. Casual in 
- Ajo eastern US. 
¢ CONSERVATION 


Weak fluttering buoyant flight with N Real waar Diane irs 
shallow wing beats. Hawks from perch to Neotropical migrant. Rare Nost 


catch flying insects; also hovers. to cowbird parasitism. 


Nest Identification ie aes 
Adherent ® mud pellets, moss, and grass ® lined with grass, weeds, moss, spider 


webs, and wool @ attached to vertical walls ¢ built by female ¢ 3-7 white eggs 


Shape Location ra lana! ae with occasional brown or reddish spots; ovate to short ovate, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 
od 6 (@\ = eal" I 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat je J ® we | Migration \isratory Weight 9.7 ounce 


DATE __ TIME LOCATION 
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Family TYRANNIDAE Species Pyrocephalus rubinus | *©°8Y 6 inches Wingspan 9 5 inches 


VERMILION FLYCATCHER oe 
‘This is the most colorful North American ; 
flycatcher. The adult male is unmistakable with — dark blackish 
its bright red head and underparts and blackish — /0@” “pperparts 
; , eee and wings % 
eye mask, back and wings. A bird of arid and 3 
semiarid regions, it is often found near natural 
watercourses and man-made irrigation 
ditches, cattle tanks, ponds, and lakes. 
The juvenile male is similar to the 
adult male but its color 
appears washed-out; the 
female juvenile is 
similar to the 
adult female dark blackish 
but has a yellow brown tail 
wash on the belly 
and crissum. 


short 
straight 


9 black bill 


MALE 


blackish brown 
lores and mask 
Joining at nape 


¢ SONG Call is piercing, thin metallic 
pseeup. Courting male sings soft tinkling 
elated pit-a-see! pit-a-see!, which he carries 
aloft in display flight; then sings rapid, 
accelerating pi pi-/i-i-h-sing while 
hovering with crest raised and tail 
spread before slowly fluttering 
back down to perch. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 
pairs. Tame and approachable. 
Wags and pumps tail like a 
phoebe. Often perches low. 

Spots prey while perched, then 
hovers and catches it in air. ‘lakes 
many bees. Sometimes feeds on salmon to 
ground. Coughs up indigestible parts. pinkish belly 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. i 

¢ NESTING Incubation 14-15 days by female. Altricial young 
stay in nest 14-16 days. Fed by both sexes. 2 broods per year. 


red underparts 


white superciliary stripe 


white chin, throat, and chest 


grayish brown upperparts 


FEMALE JUVENILE 
MALE 


Similar Birds 


SCARLET ‘TANAGER Oo 
Male has superficial 


resemblance ® larger; 
scarlet head and body; 
black wings and tail; 


: — Sok : ; stout pale bill. 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common in open and semiopen 


riparian areas. Rare vagrant to Gulf Coast and coastal southern 


California. Casual to accidental 
Flight Pattern in the East. 


¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Rarely 
= parasitized by cowbirds. ‘Texas 
‘eak, fl tte ing lirec ig 1 a u ; | ea Oe : 
ee eeconedirece flight with’shallow and Southeastern Califirnia 
wing beats. Sallies to snatch flying insects, 
then returns to perch. Hovers in display 
flight and when foraging. 


breeding populations declining 
for unknown reasons. 
Nest Identification 
Shape qy Location & 
pe to short oval, 0.7 x 0.55 inches. 
Plumage Sexes differ | Habitat, . Y sf @& 2 %@ | Migration {oct migrate | Wele4t 0.5 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Small sticks, grass, weeds, rootlets, and feathers often held together by 
spider webs and hair; decorated with lichens ¢ lined with feathers, down, 
and hair @ in fork in horizontal branch 4-60 feet above ground @ built by 


female ¢ 2-4 whitish eggs with bold spots of brown, gray, and lavender; oval 
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Family TyRANNIDAE Species Wyjarchus cinerascens | “©9885 inches Wingspan 14 inches 


ASH-THROATED FLYCATCHER 


‘This bird inhabits a wide range of habitats, from grayish brown 
desert scrub below sea level to mountain regions head 


of oak and pifon-juniper more than 9,000 feet 
high. It has the typical color pattern of 7. ae 

; é ; grayish brown 
Mytarchus flycatchers, with grayish brown upperparts 
upperparts, gray from the chin to lower 
breast, yellowish underparts, and 
rufous in the long tail. ‘The visual key 
to its identity lies in the paleness of = £@y"sh brown 
the underparts, which include a ae 
whitish throat and pale yellowish 
belly and undertail coverts. 
© SONG Most often a coarse 
pwrrit, like a referee’s whistle, 
and a short pup or Auit. On 
breeding grounds sings a 
rolling nasal ka-Orik, ka- 
brik. Dawn song is 
varied arrangement 
of the calls. 
¢ BEHAVIOR 
Solitary or in 
pairs. Seeks 
prey while 
perched, then 
hovers above and drops down on tt or sallies from perch to catch 
it in flight. When hawking often does not return to same perch. 
Sometimes feeds from ground. Eats variety of insects, spiders, 
and caterpillars; also fruit, berries, and small lizards. 
Occasionally defends territory from large birds passing through, 
including hawks. Sometimes usurps nesting cavities from 
woodpeckers, forcing them to begin another hole elsewhere. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 
e NESTING Incubation 15 days by female. Altricial young stay 
in nest 14-16 days. Fed by both sexes. 1—2 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common in wide variety of 
habitats. Rare to accidental in fall and winter in the East. 


¢ BIRDHOUSES Uses 
Flight Pattern 


stout 


black bill 


—_—e silvery white 
throat 


——e pale gray breast 


2 white wing bars 


— pale yellowish belly 
and undertail coverts 


black legs 
and feet 


NUTTING’S 
FLYCATCHER 

Darker yellow belly; 
more olive-brown 
upperparts; dark color 
on outer webs of outer 
tail feathers does not 
extend across tips; 
orange mouth lining; 
different voice 

® accidental in winter 
in southeastern Arizona. 


rufous wash on 
imner webs of tail 


DUSKY-CAPPED 
FLYCATCHER 
Smaller; brighter 
lemon-yellow 
underparts; rufous- 
edged secondaries; tail 
largely lacks rufous; 
different voice ® only in 
the West 


bluebird nesting boxes and 


other nesting boxes with 
Ree oy = sufficient-sized openings to 
allow them access. 
Fairly strong flight with shallow wing : 
e vz a 
beats. Sallies from perch to snatch insects CONSERVATION Stable 


in flight. Sometimes hovers above foliage and increasing in some areas. 
or ground before dipping to catch prey. Neotropical migrant. 


Nest Identification Made of weeds, grass, twigs, and rootlets ¢ often lined with hair and feathers ¢ in 
tree cavity, man-made boxes, and woodpecker holes in trees, poles, and posts 


; ; ROD AP ae ne e : , Sree te Rese g Retire nee x 
Shape oi ig Location a ia 3 20 feet above ground ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 3-7 creamy hite eggs blotched 
Si || > ii with brown and lavender; oval to short oval, 0.9 x 0.7 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat, 4 » se %@ @ | Migration Misratory Weight 1.0 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION ______ 
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Species Wyjarchus crinitus | “8th 8.5 inches WingsPanl 1214 inches 


GREAT CRESTED FLYCATCHER 
This big eastern flycatcher with a rusty tail and shaggy 
crest stays hidden in tall trees, but its coarse song 

is heard throughout the forest. Although 
similar in size to the Eastern Kingbird, 
the Great Crested Flycatcher prefers 
thickly wooded areas. Males defend 
their large territories by battling in heavy black | 
the air with other males, clawing bill 

one another and sometimes 

pulling out feathers. Like some 
other members of its genus, it 

often tops off the nest with a 
discarded snakeskin, but in today’s 
throwaway society it more readily 
finds cellophane and plastic. Perched 
birds show two white wing bars and 
cinnamon-rufous-edged primaries. 

¢ SONG Bold melodic whistle of 
wheeep! and rolling prrvrrrrrrreeeet. 
Wheeep notes often given in rapid 
succession in series of 3 or more. 

e BEHAVIOR Solitary or in rufous inner 
pairs. Often ranges high 1n the webs on rail 
canopy, sitting on exposed limbs in aes 
the crown of a tall tree or on top of a 

dead snag. Catches prey higher above 
ground than most flycatchers. Sallies 

from perch to snatch insects from 

foliage and catch them in midair, often 
returning to same or nearby perch. Eats variety of larger insects, 
including beetles, crickets, katydids, caterpillars, moths, and 
butterflies. Also eats some fruits and berries. Male chases 
female in courtship flight close to possible nesting cavity. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 13-15 days by female. Altricial young 
remain in nest 12—21 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Common in open wooded lots and on forest 
edge. Rare on California coast 
in autumn migration. 

¢ BIRDHOUSES Sometimes 
uses nest boxes placed on trees 
or buildings 6—50 feet high. 
Fairly swift buoyant direct flight. Hawks ¢ CONSERVATION 


insects in flight, returning to perch. Hovers | Neotropical migrant. Vulnerable 
over foliage or ground then dips for food. to habitat loss 


Family TyRANNIDAE 


darker gray 
(TOWN 


olive-green 
upperparts 
gray throat and 
upper breast 


lemon-yellow 
belly and undertail 
COVETTS 


FLYCATCHER 
Smaller bill; paler 
underparts with whitish 
throat and pale gray 
breast; pale yellow belly 


and crissum; brown- 
tipped outer tail 
feathers; different voice. 


BROWN-CRESTED 
FLYCATCHER 

Larger; bigger heavier 
bill; paler gray throat 
and breast; paler yellow 


belly; different voice. 


QO v Lee 


Ilontificatinn | Filled and lined with grass, weeds, bark strips, rootlets, feathers, fur, snakeskin, 
dentification  =— ete: 8 Ne eh iM 
NAT a Sea aaa l onion skin, cellophane, and clear plastic @ in cavity, abandoned holes of other 


+] 
ISS ATT 
birds, or bird boxes ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 4-8 creamy white to pale buff eggs 


2 é : 
Shape B Location & + marked with brown, olive, and lavender; ovate to short ovate, sometimes 
elliptical ovate or elongate ovate, 0.9 x 0.67 inches. 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


lumage Sexes similar 
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Family TyRANNIDAE Species VWyjarchus tyrannulus | “€°80 8.75 inches Wingspan 12_14 inches 


BROWN-CRESTED FLYCATCHER 


‘This flycatcher makes its home in the 
sycamore canyons, mountain woodlands, 
saguaro desert, or any arid country 
where the trees are large enough 
for its nesting holes. Like 
other flycatchers the males 
aggressively defend their 
territory during breeding 
season, often attacking other 
birds with their claws and 
pulling out feathers. ‘Vheir 
victims may be other 
flycatchers, woodpeckers, 
or wrens, all potential 
threats to take over the 
nesting cavity. When rufous in 
excited it may raise Its primaries 
bushy crest. 
¢ SONG Rough loud come 
HERE, come HERE or whit- 
will-do, whit-will-do! Also 
makes sharp calls of dew, 
pwit, or purrecet. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 
pairs. Hawks flying insects or 
gleans them from foliage or 
ground. Occasionally catches 
and eats hummingbirds. Also 
takes small lizards, berries, and 
fruits. Hovers and plucks prey 
from trees and shrubs. Perches 
to eat fruits and berries. 
® BEHAVIOR Monogamous. 
Solitary nester. Very defensive 
around nest cavity, driving other birds away. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 13-15 days by female. Altricial young 
stay in nest 12-21 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Fairly 


Flight Pattern common. Casual to the Gulf 
Coast and Florida. 


ey © CONSERVATION A 
4 


neotropical migrant that winters 
Purposeful buoyant rapid wing beats. 


in Mexico. 
Sallies to take insects in air and returns to 
perch. Also hovers and dips for prey. 


egiten alle Lined with plant fibers, animal hair, and feathers; often adds snakeskin, 
Nest Identification hil aie et: 
onion skin, or clear plastic ¢ in holes in giant cactus, tree, man-made 


structure, or abandoned woodpecker holes, 5-30 feet above ground ® built by 


darkest coloring 
is on head 


bushy 
crest 


long thick dark 
bill is often fleshy 


at base 


olive-brown 


upperparts 


pale grayish 
throat and chest 


2 while 
wing bars 


pale lemon- 
yellow belly and 


undertail coverts 


Similar Birds 


; ASH-THROATED 
Zé FLYCATCHER 
Smaller; smaller bill; 
paler yellow underparts; 
less olive on back; 
dusky brown of outer 
tail feathers crosses up 
of tail; different voice. 


rufous on inner webs 


: Saige GREAT CRESTED 
of outer tail feathers 


FLYCATCHER 
Deeper, brighter yellow 
belly and crissum; 
darker gray throat and 
chest; different voice. 


sabe By POEGHION a & both sexes ® 3-6 white to pale buff eggs with brown and lavender blotches; 
; oval to short oval, 1 x 0.8 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | "abitatee yi Y @& .# | Migration \Miorarory Weight 1.5 ounces 


DATE __ TIME LOCATION 


BIRDS 


LA SAGRA’S FLYCATCHER 
Like many flycatchers this bird makes 
its home near woodlands and forests 
where the trees are large enough 

for its nesting holes. Vagranis of 

this Caribbean native species 
occasionally have made their 
way to Florida. This 
flycatcher perches and 

forages in the middle levels 
of the interior of thickets 

and hovers over foliage to 
pick off insects, fruits, and 
berries, behavior that 

makes it difficult to see. 
Often its presence is first 
revealed by its voice. 

e SONG A squeaky wins, 
wink often given in 2s or 3s. 

e BEHAVIOR Solitary 

(only single birds have been 
seen in the US). Does not 
perch in exposed positions 
like other flycatchers of its 
genus; remains below the 
canopy and in the interior of 
shrubs and thickets. ‘The back 
of the crown, the occipital region, 

bears a slight crest that is often 

raised when the bird is alarmed. 

Spots prey from perch and hovers to 

pluck it off foliage. Hawks flying insects 

beneath crowns of trees. Eats insects, fruits, and berries. In 
Bahamas, Grand Cayman, and Cuba, inhabits pine forests, 
mangroves, cutover forests and scrub, and tropical lowland 
evergreen forests. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Incubation 


grayish brown 


upperparts 


dark brown 
primaries with 
rufous edging 


outer tail 
feathers 


estimated at 12-14 day 


female. Altricial young 
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crested brownish 
gray crown 


————— whitish gray 
throat and chest 


2 white wing bars 


whitish belly and 
undertail coverts 
washed with yellow 


rufous on 


ASH-THROATED 
FLYCATCHER 

Larger in size; more 
rufous on tail; slightly 
brighter yellow belly; 
different voice. 


GREAT CRESTED 
FLYCATCHER 

Darker gray throat and 
breast; bright lemon- 
yellow belly and 
crissum; more rufous in 
tail; heavier bill; darker 
gray-brown face and 
head; different voice. 


pg, a9 SHIT 


$ e «J 


s by 


Weak fluttering flight with shallow wing 
beats. Often hovers before dipping for 
prey. Sallies to take flying insects. 


Shape Be Location & b>. 
= 


estimated to stay in nest 14-16 
days. Fed by both sexes. 1-2 
broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Casual to 
accidental in southern Florida; 
accidental in Alabama. 


Lined with grass, weeds, hair, feathers, and twigs ® in natural tree cavity; 
sometimes uses abandoned woodpecker hole ® built by both sexes ¢ 3-5 creamy 
white eggs blotched and streaked with reddish brown, purple, gray, and black; 
oval to short oval, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


LOCATION 
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Family T'YRANNIDAE Species Pizangus sulphuratus | *€"8tY 9.75 inches 


GREAT KISKADEE 


Inhabiting wet woodlands and riparian habitats, this 
bird can be spotted sunning itself on an open perch 
to dry its feathers after a series of dives into the white forehead 
water for aquatic insects or small fish on the and eyebrows 


Wingspan 16 ; ee Ze 


surface. ‘This large stout energetic flycatcher sour Dlach all 
is named for its loud raucous screaming black crown 

call ot kiss-ka-dee or k-reah\ Its voice mide black 

carries a long way, so the bird often eye line 


a ° 
——e white cheeks, 


is heard long before it 1s seen. It 
chin, and throat 


is the only flycatcher north of 
Mexico with a bold black-and- 
white-striped head pattern. It 
also has a yellow crown 
patch, which usually is 
concealed. In flight the 
bright yellow underparts 
and underwing linings 
contrast sharply with the 
rufous wings and tail. 

¢ SONG Slow clear loud 
raucous &iss-ka-dee. Also 
makes bold screaming 
cree-an. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary 
or in pairs. Conspicuous. rich reddish 
Sits on perch to spot prey, brown tail 
then dives into water to 

catch fish and tadpoles. Sallies to 

catch prey, then returns to perch and 

often beats the victim on the branch several times before eating it. Catches insects in flight. 
Eats a variety of crawling and flying insects. Also catches frogs, small lizards, baby birds, and 
mice. Will eat fruits and berries when insects are not available. Noisy and aggressive; actively 
drives away much larger birds entering its territory. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Similar Birds — 


¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Incubation by None in North America. 
female estimated at 13-15 days. Altricial young estimated to 


stay in nest 12-21 days. Fed by both sexes. 2-3 broods per year. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly 
Flight Pattern 


brown back 
and rump 


rich reddish é 
brown wings ——_—_-® bright yellow 


a chest and belly 


bright yellow 
Crissum 


black legs 
and feet 


common in southern ‘Texas in 
lower Rio Grande valley. Casual 
vagrant to coastal Louisiana and 
in southeastern Arizona. 


¢ CONSERVATION Some 
decline from habitat loss in US. 
Common throughout tropics. 


Nest Identification Grass, weeds, bark strips, Spanish moss, and other plant fibers @ in thorny tree, 
palm tree, or shrub or on metal braces on utility poles 6-50 feet above ground 


Slow fluttering direct flight with shallow 
wing beats. Sallies to catch prey, then 
returns to perch. 


; * sometimes refurbish old nest @ built by both sexes ¢ 2-5 creamy white eggs 
Shape Location & ss ip : See 
aan B dotted with dark brown and lavender; oval to short oval, 1.1 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat @, 9@ 3 ae see Uf | Migration Nonmigratory | We'8ht 2.1 ounces a 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family TYRANNIDAE Species Wyjodynastes luteiventris | “©°8 8.5 inches Wingspan 14.5 inches 


SULPHUR-BELLIED FLYCATCHER 


| 
| 
The only native US flycatcher with heavy _ | 
| 
J 


streaking on the upperparts and underparts, white stripes on face tn 
this native of Mexico and Central America above and below 
also breeds in the wooded mountain dark eye patch 


canyons and along the woodland 

streams of southern Arizona. 

Perched high, and sometimes olive-green—tinted 

somewhat concealed, in lofty upperparts with 

trees like sycamores and heavy streaking 

walnuts, it can be recognized 

by its loud call, which 

sounds like the squeaking 

of a rubber duck bath toy. 

¢ SONG Courting male 

and female sing a high rufous rump 

noisy kee-ZE-ik or and task 

shrieking grating 

PEE-PEE-pee-yah. 

In early morning 

sings a soft repeated 

tree-le-ree-re. 

¢ BEHAVIOR 

| Solitary or in pairs. 

| Often sits on perch 

high in treetops to 

spot prey, then hawks 

it in flight. Also 

hovers above foliage 

| or branches, dipping to pick up food. Returns to perch to eat. Eats insects, including 

| caterpillars, and spiders. Also eats fruits and berries. A patch of yellow in the center of crown, 

| which usually is hidden, may be displayed to show passion or aggression during courtship. 
Courting male and female often chase each other around and through treetops. 


e thick black 
streak through eyes 
blackish brown 
malar mark 


whitish buff-edged 
secondaries and 
wing coverts 


© pale yellow 
belly with dark 
blackish brown 
streaking 


black legs 
and feet 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Begins nesting 
later in the year than most other flycatchers. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 15-16 days by female. Altricial young 
stay in nest 16-18 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common but local in mountain canyons, 

especially along streams with 
Flight Pattern large trees. Casual in southern 

California and along Gulf Coast. 

Accidental elsewhere. 

¢ BIRDHOUSES Occasionally 

are will nest 1 st boxes. 

Somewhat slow fluttering flight with esb Un nest boxe 

shallow wing beats. Sallies from perch to © CONSERVATION 

catch flying insects. Hovers, dips for prey. Neotropical migrant. 


Nest Identification Fine leaf stems, pine needles, and leaves piled within 1 inch of hole @ on 
platform made of sticks inside knothole of tree, old flicker hole, or nest box 


NES itaar above o ® Bui female © 2 ‘Bite ale buff eggs heavi 
Shape isi i eaaion a 20-50 feet above ground built by female ¢ 2-4 white to pale butt eggs heavily 
Sa Ww spotted with reddish browns and lavender; oval to short oval, 1 inch long. 


| | Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ope Am Migration Migratory Weight 1.6 ounces 


| DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family TYRANNIDAE Species F mpidonomus varius | b®°8tN 7.25 inches Wingspan 115 inches 


VARIEGATED FLYCATCHER 


On two or three occasions, this native of 


South America has made navigational errors dark brown 

during migration and been found in head 

eastern North America. ‘he Variegated 

Fiycatcher is one of several species of long dark brown black upper 
heavily streaked flycatchers that are eye line on mandible 


fairly widespread in the neotropics. whitish face o— 
In North America any heavily 
streaked flycatcher with yellow- dark brown- and 
tinged underparts and a brown- black-streaked 
elie. te ' upperparts 
and-white facial pattern, found 
outside the southwestern range 
and mountain-canyon habitats of 
the Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher, 
needs to be very carefully 
studied, and if possible 
photographed, to confirm the 
individual’s identity.. 
e SONG Usually silent. A 
gently whistled, high thin 
zveece. Also an abrasive 
chee-chee-Chuuuu. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary. 
ats mostly insects, 
berries, and fruits. 
Perches low to spot 
insects, which it 
catches while flying, 
returning to perch to 
eat. Hovers over foliage 
to pick up insects or to 
eat berries and fruits. 


dark lower 
mandible with 
creamy pink base 


thin brownish 
malar mark 


white-edged 
secondaries and 
wing coverts 


pale yellowish white 


underparts with brown streaking 


——e rifous-edged 
tail 


FLYCATCHER 
Larger; brighter yellow 


© BREEDING 

Monogamous and solitary. 

e NESTING Estimated incubation 14-16 days by female. 
Young altricial; stay in nest 18-19 days, fed by both sexes. 
1—2 broods per year. 


underparts more heavily 
streaked; more rufous 
tail and rump; wider 
malar mark. 


¢ POPULATION Accidental in 
North America; recorded in 
Maine, ‘lennessee, and Florida; 
Florida record under debate. 
Uncommon to fairly common in 


South America. 
Weak fluttering direct flight on shallow = =e : 
wing beats. Sallies from perch to take ¢ CONSERVATION 


flying insects, returning to perch. Hovers. | Vulnerable to habitat loss. 


Nest Identification oe ey! 
‘Twigs, bark, leaf stems, and grasses @ fork of horizontal branch, 8-25 feet above 


ground ® built by both sexes ¢ 3-4 white to pale buff eggs, heavily spotted with 


Flight Pattern 


Shape Location & reddish browns; oval to short oval, 1 inch long, 


aks 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat eee ¢.¢ @ a Migration Micratory Weight 1.0 ounces 


DATE ' TIME LOCATION 
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Family TbyRANNIDAE Species Pyy~ynu8 melancholicus | “P&M 89,25 inches | WiN&sP%15_16 inches 


TROPICAL KINGBIRD 
‘The demise of the rainforest, resulting in less dense 
forests, is boosting this bird’s population. Originally a 
tropical bird, it is expanding its range in North 
America and becoming more common. ‘hese 
birds often gather horsehair from the sides of " long black 
roads or fields, with which they line their oe va bill 
nests. The ‘Iropical Kingbird is very similar = om 4 
to Couch’s Kingbird and is best separated one : | 
from that species by voice. It also i 2%... ~e whitish gray 
resembles the more common Western Au throat 
and Cassin’s Kingbirds but has a dark grayish 
longer bill and slightly notched brown upperparts 
dusky brown tail. with greenish tinge 
e SONG Squeaking, rapidly 
repeated pip-pip-pip-pip. Sings 
series of liquid trills. Often bright yellow 
sings just before daylight, | | é underparts 
repeating song over and over. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 
pairs. Hunts from 
conspicuous, often high, 
perches. Spots insects from 
perch, catches them in 
flight, and returns to perch 
to eat. Sometimes picks up 
food from ground. Often WESTERN KINGBIRD 
hovers over foliage or ground, { y CASSIN’S KINGBIRD 
dipping to pick up an insect 4 Straight-edged tail tip; 
or berry. Eats mainly insects but nk hi nc 
, ’ on tail tip; shorter bill; 
also takes frogs, fruits, and berries. Usually the last species of | lacks dark patch 
yellow-bellied flycatchers to return to US breeding grounds and | s#®=S through eye; 
the first to leave after the breeding season ends. MATOLERE VICE. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. ; COUGHS SINGBIRD 
= : : ; Greenish back; thicker 

¢ NESTING Incubation 15-16 days by female. Young stay in bill; evenly spaced 
nest 18-19 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. he individual primary tips; 
¢ POPULATION Uncommon and somewhat local in lowlands si a iaCAD 
near water in south ‘Texas and Arizona. Casual in autumn and winter 

on the West Coast north to 

British Columbia. Accidental in 

the East. 

¢ CONSERVATION 

Neotropical migrant. Habitats 
Weak fluttering flight with shallow wing seem to be Pees e because 
beats. Sallies for insects in flight; returns to human changes to landscape are 
perch. Hovers before dipping for insects. producing more open woodlots. 


light gray head 
and nape 


dusky brown 
tail 


dusky brown 


wings 


‘Twigs, grasses, stems, bark, and plant fibers ¢ lined with plant down, moss, 
horsehair, and other fine materials @ on tree branch 8—20 feet above ground 
. ¢ built by female ¢ 3-5 creamy buff or pinkish eggs with blotches of brown 
Shape cay Location ee built by female creamy buff or pinkish eggs with blotche \ 
es and purple often concentrated on larger end; oval to short oval, 1 inch long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | "@0itatee @ 1 oe Migration Migratory Weight 1.3 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION _ 
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Family TYRANNIDAE Species Tyrannus couchii | LMM §_9.25 inches | Winéspan 15_16 inches 
= 


— 


COUCH’S KINGBIRD 
‘This bird is very similar to the ‘Tropical 
Kingbird but has subtle differences in 
plumage and bill size. In fact, it was 
once considered a race of the ‘Tropical 


light gray face 
and nape 


Kingbird, but in the 1980s it was * dark gray ah 
declared a separate species. ‘lropical ear patch 


= whitish throat 


and Couch’s Kingbirds do not 
readily hybridize. Its breeding 
range in the United States 1s greenish gray 
restricted to southern ‘Texas, back 
and it is best distinguished in 
the field by voice. Although 
primarily nonmigratory, 


dark grayish 
brown wings 


bright yellow 


birds in the northernmost underparts 

parts of the breeding range 

are migratory. 

e SONG A high, trilled, 

nasal breeeear and a single- » black legs 
and feet 


note or repeated £ip. 

Predawn song is a series of 

rich whistles with abrupt 

inflections, s’wee-s wee-s wee 

s’wee-l-chu. 

e BEHAVIOR Solitary or in “474 grayish 
: ; : en brown tail, 

pairs. Sometimes gregarious slightly notched 

in winter. Perches and forages 

in middle to high levels. Sits 

on perch to spot prey. Sallies out 

to catch insects in midair. Hovers 

over foliage or ground, dipping 

down to pick up insects or berries. 

Eats various flying and crawling insects, 

also berries and fruits. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 


¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Incubation by 
female estimated at 14-16 days. Young altricial; fed by both 
sexes. First flight at 18-20 days. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Common in 
Flight Pattern 


Similar Birds 


Si ‘TROPICAL KINGBIRD 
Grayer back; longer, 
thinner bill; unevenly 
staggered tips of 
primaries; voice differs. 


WESTERN KINGBIRD 
CASSIN’S KINGBIRD 
Smaller thinner bills; 
indistinct, lighter gray 
ear patches; squared tips 
of tails; voices differ. 


lower Rio Grande Valley in 
summer; uncommon in winter. 
Casual to the Gulf Coast in fall 
and winter. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Increasing 
in range and in numbers. 


Slow fluttering flight on shallow wing 
beats. Sallies to take insects in flight, 
returns to perch. Hovers down for insects. 


Nest Identification _ | ‘Twigs, leaves, Spanish moss, weeds, and bark strips, with lining of finer 
3—5 pinkish to warm 


materials ¢ on tree limb, 8-25 feet high ¢ built by female ¢ < 


buff eggs, with brown and lavender blotches; ovate to long ovate, subelliptical to 
long elliptical; 1.0 x 0.7 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | "abitat@, #¢ Je Migration Northern birds migrate | “'8"t 1.6 ounces 


DATE LIME LOCATION 


Shape ogy Location & a> 
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Family TyRANNIDAE Species Tyrannus vociferans | ‘8h 8-9 inches WingsPan 1516.5 inches 


| CASSIN’S KINGBIRD er 


| 
‘The loud morning song of the male can be heard > | 
| through the canyons in the foothills covered with an | 
oak-pinon and pine-juniper-sycamore woodlands on - 
the lower slopes of the mountains where this bird 


| makes its home. ‘This flycatcher eats more dark gray 
berries and fruit, in addition to its diet of head and nape e 


short black 
bill 


insects, than any other North American 
kingbird. Darker on the head, back, 
and breast than the very similar 
and more widespread Western 
Kingbird, this bird has a pale 
| tip on its squared tail. 
Cassin’s Kingbird often 
inhabits higher 
altitudes than the 
Western Kingbird. 


darker gray 
ear patch 


dark olive- 
gray back 


dark gray 
ig breast 


dull yellow 
; underparts 
dark grayish brown i ali 
tail with buff-white 
feather tips black feet 


bh aad oe and legs 


WESTERN KINGBIRD 
Lighter gray head and 
nape; paler less- 

contrasting throat and 


¢ SONG Bold burry 2-syllable call of ch/7-BEW with accent on 
the second syllable. Also sings a noisy high-spirited 47-dear, k1- 
dear, ki-dear in the morning. 


chest; white-edged tail; 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Perches at middle to high different voice. 
levels to spot prey, sallies to catch it, then returns to perch to 
eat. Hawks insects as far as 65 feet away from its perch. Hovers 
over ground or foliage and picks off insects, insect larvae, 
berries, and fruit. In courtship male can be seen flying in series 
of rushed zigzags. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 18-19 days by female. Altricial young 
stay in nest 14-17 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year, 2 in 
| southern part of US range. 
ee Fiecht Potiern ¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common in variety of habitats. 
Accidental elsewhere in 
western, eastern, and southern 
—- US in migration and winter. 
Buoyant fluttering flight with shallow A : 
wing beats. Hovers to take insects, berries, ¢ CONSERVATION 
and fruit from foliage/ground. Also hawks. Neotropical migrant. 


TROPICAL KINGBIRD 
COUCH’S KINGBIRD 
Larger longer bill; 


darker ear patch; olive 
breast; dusky brown tail 
has slightly notched tip 
and no whitish edging; 


different voice. 


—) 2 ee y 
oY wa av 2 =: rT . . . . . ~ 
l st Identification Iwigs, weed stems, rootlets, leaves, feathers, and hair ¢ lined with fine plant 
os fibers © on horizontal tree branch 20-50 feet above ground ® built by both sexes 


5 e 3S cre: a rhire e j ret] j ‘Once ‘ > ‘ aroe > . ’ 
Shape «gy Location ee: 3-5 creamy white eggs with brownish mottling concentrated at larger end; oval 
a to long oval, 0.9 x 0.6 inches. 


| | Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat@ 0° Lf « Migration Migratory Weight 1.6 ounces 
| 


| DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family TYRANNIDAE Specles Tyrannus verticalis | “84 8.75 inches Wingspan 15_16 inches 
aA 


WESTERN KINGBIRD 


‘The most common and well-known kingbird 
in the West has easily adapted to the ongoing 


development of its habitat. It even takes dark thin gray 
advantage of it by using telephone poles eye patch 

and other artificial structures as nesting 

areas and fences and utility wires as olive-green 


hunting perches. Often found in urban tinted back 
areas, it is more gregarious than any 
other kingbird, with two or more pairs 
occasionally nesting in the same tree. 
Aggressive, it also is known for its 
tenacity for chasing hawks, crows, 
ravens, and other large birds away 
from its nesting territory. It can be 
distinguished from other large 
flycatchers and kingbirds by the 
black tail with white edging on 
each side. A red-orange crown 
patch usually 1s concealed. 

¢ SONG Call is a rather quiet 
clipped des. Has an abrasive and 
bickering chatter of se7-e7=/p, 
ker-er-ip, pree pree pr-prrr. 

@ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 

pairs or small groups. Gregarious in winter. Conspicuous. Hunts 
from open perches at low, middle, and high levels. Sits on perch 
to spot prey, flies out to catch in midair, and returns to perch to 
eat. Often hovers above foliage or ground and dips down to pick 
up food. Feeds on various insects, fruits, and berries. Male 
performs hectic courtship flight, darting upward into air, 
fluttering, vibrating feathers, and delivering trilling song. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. Sometimes found in 
loose semicolonies. 

e NESTING Incubation 18-19 days by female. Altricial young 
stay in nest 16-17 days, fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 


black squared tail 
with white edges 


@ POPULATION Common in semiarid open country. Range 


has expanded during the 20th century as expansion of agriculture 


has created more suitable 
nesting and foraging areas. 
Some winter in southern 
Florida. Accidental in fall 


Flight Pattern 


the Atlantic Coast. 


¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 


Buoyant fluttering flight on shallow wing 
beats. Sallies for insects in flight, returns 


to perch. Hovers over prey and dips down. 


Nest Identification 


pale ashy gray head, 
neck, and breast 


migration to New England and 


small 


black bill 


bright lemon- 
yellow underparts 


black legs 
and feet 


dark brownish black wings 
contrasted with paler back 


CASSIN’S KINGBIRD 
Darker gray head, 
breast, and neck; darker 
olive-brown back; pale 
buffy white tips on 
dusky brown tail 
feathers; whiter throat; 
voice differs. 


‘TROPICAL AND 
COUCH’S KINGBIRDS 
Larger, longer bills; 
darker ear patches; 
darker upperparts; 
yellow of underparts 
extends upward to 
throats; slightly notched 
tails; voices differ. 


Grass, weeds, twigs, and plant fibers, lined with finer materials, including hair, 
5 5 
plant down, and cotton ® near trunk on horizontal limb or fork of tree, 8-40 feet 


above ground ® sometimes on brace or cross-arm of utility pole, church steeple, 


Shape wy Location a dy ip or other man-made structure ® built by both sexes ® . 


7 whitish eggs, heavily 


blotched with brown, lavender, and black; oval to short oval, 1.0 x 0.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Wabitat ue 


t 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Migration Migratory Weel 1.4 ounces 
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Family TYRANNIDAE Species Tyrannus tyrannus | "8 8.5 inches Wingspa 14-15 inches 


EASTERN KINGBIRD aur 


‘True to its name, this kingbird is the only one 

nesting in the East north of southern Florida. It has 

an extensive breeding range that covers most of pyy-@ forehead, 
North America: from the Atlantic Coast north sides of face, 
almost to the treeline in the southern Yukon. Its = @”d cap 
Latin name means “king of the tyrants,” and 

when defending its nest this aggressive bird 

sometimes will land on the backs of hawks, japrpa/. gray 
crows, and vultures, pecking and pulling back and rump 
their feathers. In winter flocks fly to South 
America and survive on a diet of mostly 
berries. This species 1s fashionably decked 
with blackish upperparts, white underparts, 
and a distinctive white terminal tail band. A 
red stripe on its crown, usually concealed, 

is seen only when the bird is displaying. 


black bill 
% 


~~, white 


throat 


———e grayish 
wash on 
breast 


charcoal-gray 
wings 


e SONG Utters grating buzzing high- 
pitched d@zeef note combined with a 
rapid fz, rzeet, rei, rzeet, fzt, reeet. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 
Gregarious in migration and 
winter. Often sits on exposed, 

low- to mid-level perches and 
high on trees, shrubs, weed 
stalks, fences, utility wires, 
etc. Sits on perch to spot 
prey, hawks insects in air, 
and returns to perch to eat 
them. Also hovers to pick food 

off leaves or ground. Eats various insects, fruits, and berries. 
Male performs erratic courtship flights, hovering, circling, and 


black legs and feet 


black tail with 
white terminal band 


GRAY KINGBIRD 


steel 


tumbling with tail spread and crown patch revealed. Ps Pale gray upperparts; 
va 7 4: igs hite lerparts; black 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. é a 
: / is mask through eyes; 
¢ NESTING Incubation 16-18 days mostly by female. Altricial ; forked tail lacks white 


young stay in nest approximately 16-18 days. Fed by both terminal band ¢ limited 
sexes. 1 brood per year. tie 

¢ POPULATION Common, widespread, and conspicuous. Has 
expanded range and increased 
numbers with agricultural 
expansion. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Common 
cowbird host, but often 
damages cowbird eggs. 


ee Pattern 


=r 


Fluttering stiff-winged direct flight with 
shallow wing beats. Sallies to snatch 
insects in flight, then returns to perch. 


. . Weed stalks, twigs, and grass ® lined with fine grass, sometimes animal hair & far 
Nest Identification Se 5 
: to midway out on horizontal tree branch or shrub; sometimes on post or stump; 


7-60 feet above ground, usually near water ¢ built by female with help from 


Shape wy Location & ad ii male ¢ 3-5 white to pinkish white eggs with heavy brown, lavender, and gray 


blotches; long and pointed to very round, but most ovate, 0.9 x 0.7 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat@  @ 9¢ Migration \ficratory Weight 1.5 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family TYRANNIDAE Species Tyrannus dominicensis | "8 9 inches 


GRAY KINGBIRD 


A common inhabitant of the Caribbean islands, the 
Gray Kingbird usually nests in the United States 
along the coastlines of Georgia, Florida, and eastern 
Alabama. It is common in the Florida Keys. In 
Florida this bird generally nests in mangrove 
swamps, eating fruit from tropical trees, insects, 


Wingspan 145-16 inches 


blackish mask 


and an occasional lizard. Superficially similar to pale gray 
= a Sad upperparts Jove 
the Eastern Kingbird, this bird has paler gray & 


thick bill 


upperparts, a noticeable black mask, a very 
large bill, and a forked tail without any white 

: cen ; dark blackish 
on the tips of the tail feathers. A red patch on »,,., ain: a 
the crown 1s seldom visible. with whitish § 
e SONG Call is insectlike peCHEER-ry, edges 
with accent on the second syllable. Also 
gives harsh, trill calls of trv7-c//-7//-11. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs; forms 
small flocks in winter. Conspicuous; often 
seen perched on utility wires. Perches at 
mid to high levels and sallies to catch 
flying insects. Often catches insects low 
over water's surface. Sometimes eats 
various worms or caterpillars from 
ground or nearby foliage. May hover 
briefly to pick up insects, fruits, 
berries, or lizards. Often found in 
towns. Aggressively defensive 
around nest and nesting territory, 


mostly white 
underparts 


pale yellowish 
wash on belly and 
undertail coverts 


black feet 


and legs 


forked blackish 


brown tail 


chasing and attacking larger birds, Similar Birds es 
cats, dogs, and sometimes humans. ) ® EASTERN KINGBIRD 
Rast : a naller bills 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Senge ey eee 
: es ; : : blackish tail with white 
¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. terminal band; blackish 
Incubation estimated at 16-18 days by female. Altricial young head without mask; 
stay in nest an estimated 16—20 days. Fed by both sexes. white wicete eRe 
5 d - grayish wash across 
1-2 broods per year. breast; shallow, stiff- 
@ POPULATION Increasing in interior of Florida. Locally winged flight; different 


voice. 


common in that state and Caribbean. Casually to rarely wanders 
to Maritimes in fall and west along Gulf Coast to ‘Texas. Accidental 


elsewhere inland. 
Flight Pattern 


e CONSERVATION 


Z Neotropical migrant. Vulnerable 
e : : to loss of coastal habitat, 
- particularly mangroves. 


Buoyant fluttering direct flight with 


shallow wing beats. Sallies to hawk : ‘ P 
insects, returning to perch. Sometimes South Carolina, but breeding 


hovers over food, then dips to pick it up. range may be declining. 


Formerly known to breed in 


Lined with fine grass, twigs, and roots ® flimsy, often showing eggs and young 
through bottom ® among coastal mangrove branches or other trees on horizontal 
branch 4—50 feet above ground ® built by both sexes ¢ 3-5 pale pink to buff eggs 
with brown, lavender, and gray blotches; oval to long oval, 1 x 0.7 inches. 


Nest Identification fe 


Shape copy Location bi dy 


Plumage Sexes similar 


DATE __ TIME LOCATION | 


ok « Weien! 1.5 ounces 


Migration Migratory 
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Family TYRANNIDAE Species Tyrannus caudifasciatus | *®°8 9 inches Wingspan’ 15 inches 


LOGGERHEAD KINGBIRD | 
A native of the West Indies, the Loggerhead 

Kingbird is spotted rarely in southernmost 

Florida. In the Caribbean this bird is also i een 8 
called the ‘Tom Fighter or Hard Head patch (usually 
Bird because of its tendency to concealed) 
aggressively defend its nesting 
territory from predators. 
Characteristic markings 
include the large black bill, 


© /ong thick 
black bill 


olive back e 


© white cheeks, chin, 
and throat 


black head, white-edged white-edged 

blackish wing coverts blackish 
ackis g coverts, wings 

white underparts, and ~~ 


buff-tipped tail feathers. 

Unlike other kingbirds, 
its flight is undulating. oe 
e SONG Often silent. wings 
Call is loud churring, 
rolling seeerrp. Makes 
series of similar 
notes during 
courtship or 

when agitated, 

teerrr, terry, 


-@ white underparts 


EASTERN KINGBIRD 


Smaller; much smaller 


leerrr. Song 1S brownish & pale yellowish . bill; dark gray back; 
seldom heard on black tail with wash on lower grayish wash on breast; 
breeding grounds buff-edged tip belly and crissum blackish tail with wide 
: 55 “ white terminal band ¢ 

e BEHAV IOR shallow, stiff-winged 
Solitary or in pairs. flight; does not 

: ‘ e% ‘ . lulate. 
Frequents wooded habitats where it is easily overlooked in the iia ale 

crowns of trees or hunts from middle to low-level perches. GRAY KINGBIRD 


Pale grayish upperparts 


Often sits quietly, sallying to catch flying insects and returning 
to perch. Sometimes eats berries and lizards. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 


¢ NESTING Breeding poorly known. Incubation estimated at buoyant flight; does not 
15-16 days by female. Altricial young estimated to fledge nest undulate ¢ different 

in 18-20 days. Fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. lati 

¢ POPULATION Casual in southern Florida. Fairly common in 
island range in the Caribbean. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 
deforestation of hardwoods and 
pine forests (where it often 
retreats in late spring). 


and head; blackish 
mask through eyes; 


notched tail lacks pale 


tips @ fluttering, 


Flight Pattern 


Alternates several rapid shallow wing beats 
with short periods of wings pulled to sides. 
Sallies from perch to snatch flying insects. 


‘Twigs, grasses, stems, bark, and plant fibers ¢ lined with plant down, moss, 
horsehair, and other fine materials ¢ on horizontal branch 8—25 feet above ground 


¢ built by both sexes © 3—5 creamy buff or pinkish eggs with brown and purple 


Shape wy Location gy. bail Ri 


blotches; oval to long oval, 1 x 0.7 inches. 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Species Tyrannus forficatus | *©P8h 115-15 inches | Wingspan 14 2515.5 inches 


SCISSOR-TAILED FLYCATCHER 


Unmistakable, graceful, and beautiful, the Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, pale gray 
often seen darting above grasslands, is named for the way it opens so 
and closes its tail like a pair of scissors. During courtship the male 
performs a spectacular sky dance»From about a hundred feet above 
the ground, the male suddenly plunges, flies in a zigzag pattern 
with a trilling cackle, then flies straight up and falls over 
backward in two or three backward somersaults, hale areas 
displaying his long streaming tail. upperparts 
He repeats this courtship flight, sometimes 


black bill 
white throat 


until the eggs are hatched. In flight the dark brown oe 
: ; : ae Beis @ 
salmon-pink and red axillaries can be seen.  @/”g5 with underparts 


; ; white edges 
Juveniles are paler overall with a yellow to ~ . 


salmon wash on the underparts and a short tail. 
e SONG A harsh sharp 74 or kew. Calls also 
include a dry, buzzing chattering 4a-quee-ka- 
quee or repeated ka-/up. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. At 
night roosts communally (except 
nesting females) in groups that 
may number more than 200. 
Gregarious in migration 
and winter; often in 
spectacular flocks. 


salmon-pink 
sides and flanks 


© black legs 

and feet 

~——e Jong scissorlike tail 1s 
black above with white 
outer edges and white below 
with black inner edges 


Similar Birds 


FORK-TAILED 
«. FLYCATCHER 
_* Casual to accidental 
vagrant ® black head; 
long, deeply forked 
black tail; white 
underparts and wing 


Perches on branches, utility wires, and fences; often sits for 
hours to spot bees, wasps, and other flying insects, then catches 
them in midair. Often hunts from low perches, searching for 
grasshoppers and crickets on the ground. Can perform very 
acrobatic flight. 

© BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 14-17 days by female. Altricial young 
stay in nest 14-16 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 


linings. 


WESTERN KINGBIRD 
Similar to juvenile with 
short tail but has olive- 


green—tinted back; 


bright lemon-yellow 
underparts; squared tail. 


¢ POPULATION Common in open country with scattered trees, 


prairies, scrublands, farmlands. 
Flight Pattern 


Accidental to casual across 
much of North America. Small 
Light buoyant direct flight with shallow 
wing beats. Sallies to catch insects in 


wintering population in central 
to south Florida. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Rare host 
to cowbirds. 


flight, returning to perch. Hovers briefly 


over prey before dipping to pick it up. 


Nest Identification Lined with twigs, weeds, rootlets, grass, and hair ® on horizontal limb or fork in 


tree or shrub or utility pole, post, building, or other man-made structure 


7-40 feet above ground ® built by female * 3-6 whitish eggs with reddish, 


Shape Location ee: Ne] 
wW the dy ig brown, olive, and gray blotches; ovate to rounded ovate, 0.9 x 0.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Ha0Mat @ wo Je Migration Migratory Weight 1.5 ounces 


DATE | TIME LOCATION 
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Family TYRANNIDAE Species Tyrannus savana | 'e8th 14.5inches | W!8SP8" 15 inches 


FORK-TAILED FLYCATCHER 


Also known as the Swallow-tailed Flycatcher, 
this bird often is seen at ground level and in 
flocks of more than fifty birds in its normal 

tropical range from southern Mexico to southern 


South America. ‘The Fork-tailed Flycatcher ts 
easily identified by its deeply forked black tail and black head , 


black cap. A yellow patch on its crown is usually 
concealed. Wandering vagrants are casual in ‘Texas 
and along the Atlantic Coast and accidental 
elsewhere from the Gulf Coast to California to the 
Great Lakes states and southern Canada. Many 
observations have been of juveniles, which 
resemble adults but have shorter tails. 


pale gray 


upperparts 


bhlack Ber 


white chin, 
throat, and 
underparts 


dark brown wings 
with white edges 


extremely long, deeply forked black 
tail with white-edged outer feathers 


¢ SONG Call is abrasive repeated liquid s/# or p/ié. Also utters lower, bleating eh-chk-ck-cek-ck-ck, 
etc. During courtship flights male makes rapid, clicking, sharp dry rattle with wings. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. At night roosts communally (except nesting females) with 
up to several hundred birds. Gregarious during nonbreeding season. Often perches low within 
3 feet of ground in savannas and other open, grassy country. 
Sallies up and hawks insects in air or drops to pick them off 
ground. Plucks berries and fruits in flight and eats them. Males 
perform a slow butterfly-like courtship flight. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Incubation 
estimated 14-17 days by female. Altricial young estimated to fly 
at 14-17 days. Fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Casual to accidental in North America. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Deforestation in tropics and 
expansion of agricultural lands, 
including grassy fields, has 
probably aided this species. 


Similar Birds 


ge SCISSOR-TAILED 
F FLYCATCHER 
Pale pearly gray 
upperparts and head; 
salmon-pink sides, 
flanks, and underwing 
linings; red axillars 


r ral 

+ t& 

c~ \ 29 DIR, 

+ a i DA EA 


wef Cay S37 ‘wv an 


= iy Flight Pattern 


Swift flight with shallow wing beats and 
long rippling tail streamers. Sallies to snatch 
insects in flight, then returns to perch. 


Grasses, plant fibers, leaves, and bark shreds ¢ lined with seed down, plant 
down, and hair ® on horizontal branch of tree or shrub 3-35 feet above ground 
¢ built by female ¢ 2—3 glossy white eggs wreathed with chocolate and lilac 


Shape ogy Location & ds 


spots; oval to long oval, 0.9 x 0.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat _ six Migration Migratory Weight 1 ( ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family TyYRANNIDAE Species Parhyramphus aglaiae \*°°8t 6.5-7.25 inches | Wingspan 11.5 inches 


ROSE-THROATED BECARD 


‘The brilliant rose-colored throat of the male helps 
distinguish this stocky big-headed flycatcher. Often down to eyes 


blackish cap and 


nape, extending 


nesting on-or very near the same site year after year, 
it may take weeks to build its huge globular nest, 
which is 1—2.5 feet in size and hangs from the tip 
of a drooping tree branch high above the ground 

or over water. A native of Mexico and Central 
America, its range includes parts of southeast 


rose or rose-pink 
patch on lower 
throat and 
upper breast 


Arizona and southeast Texas. The race peed un 
. ° a ° CT Parts @ 
occurring in ‘Texas 1s darker overall; males 
‘ Saris 
have blackish upperparts and dark gray pale gray 
; underparts 
underparts, and the rose patch on the throat 
MALE 


is much reduced or absent. ‘Texas females 
have a sooty black crown and deeper buff to 
tawny cinnamon underparts. Juveniles are 
similar to adult females. 

© SONG Call is a sad downslurred whistled 
tseeoou, often preceded by a reedy chatter. 
Alarm note is a soft pees. Has a rarely heard gray to dark 
song at dawn, which is plaintive, reedy, Se ta 
and long-continued, wheeuu-whyeeeuur, 
wheeuu-whyeeeuur. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 
After nesting season may join 
mixed-species foraging flocks. 

Sits quietly, almost motionless, 


ocher-buff 
hind collar 


hidden in foliage on branch at pale buff grayish brown or 
middle levels in clearing, underparts cinnamon upperparts 


opening, or forest edge, watching 

for insects. Easily overlooked. 

Catches insects in flight. Eats insects, 

their larvae, and some wild fruits and 

berries. Also frequents canopy. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

e NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Estimated 

incubation 15-17 days by female. Young altricial; brooded by 

female; stay in nest 19-21 days, fed by both sexes. Has 1 brood 
per year. 


¢ POPULATION Casual to 
rare in southeastern Arizona and 

in the lower Rio Grande Valley 

area of Texas. 

Weak flights, often of short duration, with ¢ CONSERVATION 


rapid shallow wing beats. Sallies forth to Neotropical migrant. Rare host 
take insects in flight or off foliage. to cowbird parasitism. 


Nest Identification Lichen, bark, vine, pine needles, spider web, and feathers, lined with finer 


materials © hangs from branch of tree, 13-70 feet above ground ® built by both 


F FEMALE 


Similar Birds 


None in North American range. 


; sexes, but female does most @ 2-6 white or creamy white eggs, with brown 
Shape 2 Location & ite sp 
es blotches; short subelliptical, 0.9 x 0.7 inches. 


DATE TIME LOCATION ___ 


Ds 
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Family TYRANNIDAE Species Tina semifasciata | L&8 §.5_9.5 inches | WiN€SP9" 15_16 inches 


MASKED TITYRA 
A native of Mexico with a range extending south to Brazil, 

this bird has been found once in southeastern ‘Texas. pinkish red eyes, 
When observed in its usual range it often is seen face, and base of 
perched or foraging high in the trees with several black-tipped bill 
other tityras and other species of birds. ‘The fruit- silvery gray 
eating tityra is immediately conspicuous and upperparts 
distinctive with its pale silvery gray and white 
or brownish gray and white plumage and its 
pinkish red bill, bare lores, bare eye ring, 

and nasal grunting reek-rack vocalizations. 
Juveniles resemble females but have a 
| browner wash on paler upperparts and 
| a narrower white tip to the tail. 

| e SONG A soft buzzy froglike 77zek, 
rreek or rreek, rrack, with second 

note higher. Sometimes a longer 
series with other dry insectlike 

notes 1s inserted. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 

pairs. Sometimes in small groups. 
Often forages with other species 

from middle levels to canopy. dark Browns 
Perches conspicuously on bare gray head 
branches to hawk insects, 

| sing, or preen. Eats various brownish gray 


: 
| 


black forehead, 
forecrown, and 
chin 


black outline 
around face 


black 


wings 


pale grayish 
white underparts 


black 
subterminal band 
on pale gray tail 


MALE 


pinkish red 
Jace and base of 


black-tipped bill 


insects and fruits, but fruits se a ae 

seem to make up bulk of black wi 
| . = hs HACK WINGS 
diet. Hover-gleans fruit FEMALE led, 


from branches and foliage 
and hops along branches 

to chase insects and the 
occasional small lizard. 

¢ BREEDING 
Monogamous. Solitary 

nester or small loose colonies. 
¢ NESTING Estimated incubation 
14-16 days by female. Female covers eggs with leaves and 

blossoms when absent from 
nest. Young altricial; brooded by 
female; stay in nest about 

14 days, fed by both sexes. 

2 broods per year. 

Swift bounding flight with rapid wing © POPt ee ON Accidental = 
beats alternated with wings pulled briefly North America in lower Rio 

to sides; sallies to take insects in flight. Grande Valley of Lexas. 


—e pale gray-brown 
underparts 


No other bird in US vagrant range has 


black 
subterminal band 
on pale gray tail 


similar plumage pattern combined 
with bare pinkish red facial skin and 
black-tipped reddish bill. 


| Flight Pattern 


] La 


—1Ne i No nest materials ® cavity partially filled with leaf litter fragments, twigs, 
— = and flowers ® in hollow of tree, 11-100 feet above ground @ built by female 


: Dee A TE aa A SPA Ce oe . iB Sere : 
Shape ce Location a 2-3 dark buff eggs, heavily marbled with brown; oval to short oval, 
a ae 


1.0 x 0.8 inches. 


‘Plumage Sexes differ |Habitatee @ Le « Migration Nonmigratory | We'8ht 2.8 ounces 


| 
. | DATE TIME LOCATION 


DATE 
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Family [| ANHDAE Species 7 ayins ludovicianus| “©°8Y 9 inches Wingspan 12 513 inches 


LOGGERHEAD SHRIKE 


‘This large-headed bird with whitish 
underparts is one of two shrike species 
that nest and breed in North America. 
Known as the “Butcher Bird” ‘ 
across its range, this adept hunter 
usually perches in the open to 
watch for prey. It has the 
unusual behavior of caching 
the bodies of its prey by 
suspending them impaled on 
a plant spine or the barbed 
wire of a fence. The caches 
may serve as larder for future 
use, to soften the food for 
easier rendering, or to 
passively advertise the 
presence of the territory 

and its owner. Juveniles 

have brownish upperparts 
and more distinctly 

barred underparts. 

¢ SONG Variety of 
squeaking notes and low 
warbles, delivered in slow 
deliberate phrases, often repeated, 
queedle, queedle. Call is a grating shak-shak. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary. Pairs in breeding 
season. Often sits immobile, hawklike, watching 

for prey for long periods. Flies down to catch prey with bill or 
sharp claws; also catches insects in flight. Eats small rodents, 
birds, reptiles, amphibians, and insects. Pair defends territory in 
breeding season but defend separate territories in winter. 

@ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

® NESTING Incubation 16-17 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 17—21 days, fed by both sexes. 
2 broods per year (occasionally 3 1n the South). 


slender black 
fail with white 
outer feathers 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common in habitats with open fields and 
scattered trees. Now rare over 
much of central part of range. 
¢ CONSERVATION Some are 
neotropical migrants. Declining 
seriously in coastal California, 
the Northeast, and the eastern 
Midwest due to habitat loss and 


Flight Pattern 


Rapid flight on rapidly beating wings with 
brief periods of wings pulled to sides. 
insecticide/pesticide use. 


Often flies low across the ground. 


Nest Identification 


Shape yy Location bi by 


black 
hooked beak 
~ 
\ . 
Ne black mask meets in a 
slender line over beak 


———e bluish gray upperparts 


—_—§e black wings 
with white patch 


grayish to 
whitish rump 


JUVENILE 


Similar Birds 


NORTHERN SHRIKE 
Larger; paler head and 
back; narrower mask 
does not meet above 
bill; larger, more deeply 
hooked bill, often pale 
at base of lower 
mandible; barred 
underparts; bobs tail 

¢ juvenile much 
browner. 


NORTHERN 
MOCKINGBIRD 
Longer thinner 
straighter bill; lighter 
wings with larger white 
patches; paler tail with 
more extensive white 
in outer feathers; head 
proportionally smaller. 


‘Twigs lined with grasses, string, feathers, and hair ¢ in bush or tree, 8-15 feet 
above ground (but as high as 50 feet) ¢ built by female or sometimes both sexes 


¢ 4-7 white to grayish buff eggs, marked with grays, browns, or blacks, often 


concentrated near large end; oval to long oval, 1.0 x 0.74 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | bitat (e @ se wm oi. | Migration \Mioratory Weight 17 ounces 


} 


TIME LOCATION 
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Family [| ANIIDAE Species 7 an jus excubitor Length 9_1() inches Wingspan 13.5_16.5 inches 


ry >\ rw Z 
NORTHERN SHRIKE wi erations 
Perched high in the treetops, this robin-sized bird Bick We above aan 
acts as a sentry, often uttering loud warning calls patch e >. 
eh 


to other birds as it scans the landscape for prey. 
‘The larger and more northerly distributed of 
the two shrikes that nest and breed in North 


America, it is aggressive and will attack pale gray 
: : > pees laree hooked 
Blue Jays or other birds larger than itself, upperparts sill often with 
Se) : n . : 1 head 1 , often wih 
especially in defending its caches. ANG hee pale base to 


Irruptive movements south in the lower mandible 
winter seem to be correlated with the 
availability of prey species, especially 
small mammals. In flight the white 
wing patches, white rump, and white 
outer tail feathers contrast against the 
black wings and tail. ‘he female ts 
similar to the male but duller and 
sometimes more brown. Young birds 
are browner than adults and have 
heavier barring on their underparts. 
e SONG Sings a low disjointed 
jerky thrasherlike song of clear 
notes and phrases, some musical, 
interspersed with grating shrieks. 
Call is a shak-shak. Also imitates 
calls of other birds. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary. Pairs in 
breeding season. Hunts in 

daytime. Perches 1n prominent 
lookout to spot prey; catches prey 
with beak, stuns it, and often impales it on sharp thorns or 
branches until ready to eat. Caches food for later use in this 
manner. Feeds on small mammals, mostly rodents, small birds, 
and insects. Aggressive in pursuit of prey. White in tail and 
white wing patches flash in flight. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 15-16 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 20 days, fed by both sexes. First 
flight at about 20 days, but fed 
by both sexes for 10 more days 
or longer. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon 
in taiga (boreal forest) in 
clearings, open areas, and edges. 
¢ FEEDERS Raw hamburger, 
suet. Also hunts feeder visitors. 


whitish 
underparts with 
faint barring 


J 


FIRST 
WINTER 


LOGGERHEAD SHRIKE 
itm Smaller; darker head 


JUVENILE and back; gray to white 
rump; wider mask 
extending above eye 
and across bill; smaller 
and less strongly 
hooked black bill; gray 
underparts with very 
faint or no barring 


e juveniles are gray- 


brown and lightly 
barred. 


Flight Pattern 


Swift undulating flight on shallow rapid 
wing beats, often low to the ground. 


Sticks lined with feathers, hair, and fine materials ® in tree or shrub, 12—20 feet 


above ground ® built by both sexes ¢ 4—9 grayish or greenish white eggs, heavily 


Shape wy blotched with olive, brown, and lavender; oval to long oval, 1.1 x 0.8 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitatee @ v= 1% a | Migration \ioratory Weight 2 3 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Location dy 
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Family VIREONIDAE SPECIES Viren griseus Length 5 inches Wingspan § inches 
& 


FEE 


WHITE-EYED VIREO 
Preferring to hide in the dense foliage of 
brushy thickets, this bird is known for 
uttering an explosive jumble of phonetic 
sounds and phrases, typically beginning 
and ending the song with a sharp chick! 
Sometimes it will mimic the songs and 
calls of other birds by incorporating 

their vocalizations into the jumbled 
middle portion of its rather 

unvireo-like song. Its white iris 

can be seen only at close range. 
Juveniles are paler overall 
with gray to brown irises. 
e SONG Abrasive chi, 
ticha wheeyo chik. 
Mnemonics for the 
variable song differ 

from region to region, 

but the standard generic 
one 1s guick-with-the-beer- 
check! Individuals vary 
their songs and often omit 
either the introductory or 
the ending cick. Call is a 
wrenlike mewing note, a 
rasping rattle, and a sharp “ck! 


distinctive 
white iris 


grayish olive 
upperparts 


white underparts 


@ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. May join mixed foraging 
flocks in fall migration. Usually remains hidden close to the 
ground in blackberry thickets, thick brushy tangles, thick forest 
undergrowth, or the forest edge. Perches higher to sing. Often 
sings in winter. Gleans food from stems, branches, and foliage. 
Eats insects, snails, spiders, fruits, berries, and small lizards. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Courting male 
postures before female with whining calls of y7p, y7p, yah while 
puffing up his feathers and spreading his tail. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12-16 days by both sexes. Altricial 
young stay in nest 10-12 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per 
year, 2 in the South. 

e POPULATION Fairly 
common to common. Casual 
vagrant to the West. 

© CONSERVATION 


Flight Pattern 


Relatively rapid direct flight on short, 


' frequently by cowbirds. 
rounded wings. 


Neotropical migrant. Parasitized 


yellow spectacles 


short black bill with 
slightly hooked tip 


2 whitish 
wing bars 


pale yellow 
sides and flanks 


gray legs and feet 


BELL'S VIREO 
o Smaller; greenish back; 
yellowish underparts; 
grayish face, crown, and 
nape; faint white 
spectacles; one bold and 
one faint white wingbar; 
dark brown eye. 


YELLOW-THROATED 
VIREO 

Yellow chin, throat, and 
breast; gray rump; 
bright yellow 
spectacles; lacks white 
iris; different song. 


‘Twigs, rootlets, bark strips, coarse grass, and leaves; bound with silk ¢ lined with 
fine grass and fibers ¢ hangs between fork in twigs at the end of a branch of 
shrub or small tree 1-8 feet above ground ® built by both sexes ¢ 3-5 white 
eggs spotted with brown and black; oval, 0.74 x 0.55 inches. 


| Nest Identification 


Location gg & 


Shape 9 
PIUMAEe Sexes similar | ebitet_@ @& #9 Migration Migratory Weight (4 ounce 


} 


DATE _ TIME LOCATION 
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Famil¥ VIREONIDAE Species Virvq crassirostris | +€"8tN 5.5 inches Wingspan 8 5 inches 


THICK-BILLED VIREO Pe 


broken yellow | 
spectacles 


Vagrants of this Caribbean native species sometimes 
are spotted inhabiting the dense shrubbery of coastal 
mangroves in southeastern Florida or the Florida 
Keys. However, many reports from southern 
Florida probably are misidentifications of 
juvenile White-eyed Vireos with paler 

coloration and dark irises. ‘Vhick-billed 

Vireos have brownish green upperparts pyyynish green 
(not gray as in the White-eyed Vireo), upperparts 
including their nape, broken yellow 
spectacles, and a stouter grayer bill. 
More often heard than seen, this 
bird is easily overlooked because 
it frequents thickets and dense 
undergrowth where it moves 
deliberately, often silently. 


¢ SONG Loud, constant 
singer. Sings 10-12 
variations of song, with each 
one similar to the next; 
energetic chip chip WEE Eoo 
chip. Sings as it moves 
through the vegetation. Call 
Is Tasping Wada, Wada, waaa. 
e BEHAVIOR Solitary or 
in pairs. Forages low, mostly 
2-12 feet high, in shrubbery, 
thickets, dense 


brown or 4 
grayish 
brown iris 


large stout 


gray bill 


2 white wing 
bars on dark 
brown wings 


——_e pale yellowish 
underparts 
shading to white 
on the crissum 


gray legs and feet 


| undergrowth, and trees for ~ WHITE-EYED VIREO 
= ; : ® Smaller; smaller black 
_| food. Eats insects, spiders, small ae 
fruits, and berries. ‘Tame; readily comes to squeaking or pishing se S olive upperparts; gray 
sounds, making it an easy species to call for viewing. ) head and nape; white 
y yy: underparts with yellow 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. ee ee ae 
2 , wash on sides and 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by both sexes. Altricial flanks; complete yellow 
young fledge nest at 10-12 days. Fed by both. 1 brood per year. spectacles ¢ juvenile 


has gray or brown tris. 


¢ POPULATION Accidental or casual in southeastern Florida 
and the Florida Keys. Common in Caribbean range. 


¢ CONSERVATION Primary 
habitat expanding with human 
settlement and the resulting 
deforestation, agricultural 
expansion, and ornamental 
plantings. 


Flight Pattern 


Relatively rapid direct flight on short 
rounded wings. 


Grasses and covered outside with moss, pieces of bark, and sometimes bits of 
paper or rag ® lined with soft plant fibers, down, and grasses ® hangs in fork near 
end of branch ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 2-3 white or pale pink eggs thinly marked 
with blackish or reddish spots; oval, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Habitat_@ ®& w= Migration Nonmigratory | We'8t 0.5 ounce 


| DATE TIME LOCATION 


_ Nest Identification 


Shape a 


Plumage 


Location py & b>. 


Sexes similar 
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Family VWIREONIDAE Species Vinvo belli Length 4.75 inches Wingspan 7_8 inches 
| 


ea 


BELL’S VIREO 

‘This small plain bird is the western counterpart of 
the White-eyed Vireo. It is a frequent victim of the 
Brown-headed Cowbird, which often lays eggs in 
its nest — the vireo often responds by building a 


very faint 


: ma Shack Bawerne the co@inels . grayish 
new floor in the nest, covering the COW bird’s | white spectacles ees 
eges and its own. Although these birds greenish fo ee : 


actively forage during the day they are grayish back « eh dae 
most often detected by their 
frequent singing. Overall 
plumage varies across 
its range, from the 
eastern and 

midwestern 


birds, which 2 (sometimes only 1) 

have greenish aint white bars on oe 
ae a ee blackish bill, 
-rnar ‘ c @ g 4 . 

upperparts and & slightly flattened 

yellowish underparts, gray legs with hooked tip 


to the West Coast race, and feet 


which has gray upperparts 
and whitish underparts. 


white to yellowish 
underparts 


® SONG Male sings husky rapid jumble of 
question-and-answer-sounding phrases such as cheadle cheadle 
chee? cheadle cheadle chew! Often a phrase with rising inflection, 
followed by one that ends with a descending note. An active 
singer, may sing 8-17 songs a minute. Incubating males may Qe GRAY VIREO 
sometimes sing from the nest. Call notes are harsh and scolding. eric a ona 

; paler underparts; one or 
¢ BEHAVIOR Secretive and active. Often pumps tail. Sings owes two faint wing bars; 
often, revealing its presence in the thickets (particularly palmate eS 
riparian), hedgerows, and scrub that it frequents. Eats variety of 
insects gleaned from the stems, branches, and foliage; also some 
fruits and berries. Courting male actively chases female, 


different song. 
WHITE-EYED VIREO 
Juvenile ¢ dark eyes; 
grayish olive 


spreading tail, fluttering wings, and constantly singing. ” domgeme upperparts: whitish 

© BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. codene a 
: - : : ; a yellow on sides and 

¢ NESTING Incubation 14 days by both sexes. Young altricial; flanks; yellow 


stay in nest 11-12 days, fed by both sexes. 2 broods per year. spectacles; two white 

: — : ; wing bars; voice differs. 
® POPULATION Uncommon; declining in some regions. Some 
western riparian populations endangered. 

® CONSERVATION 
Flight Pattern Declining in Midwest and 

California from habitat loss, 
especially riparian habitat in 
arid and semiarid landscapes; 
frequent cowbird parasitism. 


Relatively rapid direet flight with shallow Neotropical migrant. 
wing beats. ; 


Nest Identification Dry leaves, shredded bark, plant fibers, and spider cocoons, lined with fine grass, 
down, and hair ¢ hung from fork in tree or shrub or suspended by rim between 


two limbs ¢ 1-5 feet above ground ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 3—5 white eggs, 


Shape . Location bai Bed ee, 
ce = usually dotted with black or brown; oval, 0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat _@ @& se oe Migration Migratory Weight (93 ounce 


DATE. CC“‘CzTUME LOCATION 


BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA e 473 


Family VIREONIDAE Species Vireq atricapillus | “eM 4.5 inches Wingspan 8 inches 


BLACK-CAPPED VIREO 
‘The Black-capped Vireo is a federally listed endangered | 


species. Difficult to spot because it forages among oak- beatin olive 


scrub and dense thickets, it is a persistent singer spectacles 
often detected by its song. ‘The male’s black cap and glossy a 
broken white spectacles are distinctive. Females black cape J 

can be identified by the slate-gray cap; juvenile olive . 


females have more buff-colored plumage. In the upperparts 

fall, this bird migrates southwest, wintering 

along the western coast of Mexico. 

e SONG Persistent hurried series of twittering 

insistent 2- or 3-note phrases suggestive of 

come here, right-now-quick! Call note 1s /1-dit, 

similar to Ruby-crowned Kinglet. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 

Secretive. Searches restlessly for food 

in deep cover among trees and 

thickets, looking for insects, their 

eggs, and larvae. Also eats small 

spiders and small fruits and 

berries. During fluttering 

display flight, male sings 

courtship song to female 

or follows her, singing 

and spreading tail. 

¢ BREEDING 

Monogamous. Solitary. cs aaa 
CHO’ 

e NESTING wingbars 

Incubation 14-17 days 

by both sexes; female biomed 

at night and both sexes underparts 


yellowish 
white wing bars 
white underparts 


‘e yellow flanks 


—e Hlue-gray 
legs and fe er 


slaty-gray 
to bluish 
gray heade 


MALE 
white spectacles 


olive upperparts 


Similar Birds 


BLUE-HEADED VIREO 


: ; yellowish one Female or juvenile 
¢ a ¢ oO Oo ay. . a ey, roer or . 
ternating during d ty sos oF apiei dee ~~ ° larger; gray hood; 
Young altricial; stay in nest and flanks White spectacles and 


throat; olive-green back; 


10-12 days, fed by both sexes. FEMALE 


5 yellowish white wing 
2 broods per year. 


bars and edging on 
¢ POPULATION Endangered. Uncommon to fairly common tertials; greenish yellow 
and local. Extirpated over much of its former range. 


© CONSERVATION Cowbird brood parasitism a factor, with more 


= than 90 percent of vireo nests 
Flight Pattern 


edging on secondaries. 


parasitized in some areas, such 
as the Edwards Plateau in 
‘Texas. An additional known 
factor is the loss of oak-juniper 
habitat, primarily due to the 
development of land. 


Somewhat weak fluttering direct flight 
on rapidly beating wings. 


Vegetation, including twigs, bark, and leaves, bound with silk and lined with fine 


grasses, 1-15 feet in scrub oak or other short deciduous tree @ built by both sexes 


Shape 9g Location & e 3-5 white eggs, unmarked; oval, 0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat ee « @ Migration Migratory Weight () 3 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


es reddish eyes 
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Species Viren vicinior 


Family VjREONIDAE 


GRAY VIREO 


‘The Gray Vireo is most often found in arid 
thorn scrub, chaparral, and pifion-juniper or 
oak-juniper on the slopes in mountainous 
regions. It forages in low undergrowth. 
This bird is distinguished from other vireos 
by its plain gray plumage, narrow white 
eye ring, and two indistinct wing bars 
(sometimes only the lower one can 

be seen from a distance). ‘The Gray 
Vireo also is identified by its 

unique tendency among vireos 

to flick its long tail 

enatcatcher-like. A short- 

distance migrant, the 
Gray Vireo winters 
in Mexico. 

e SONG Song 
musical; a hesitant 
and slightly jerky, 
patchy chu-wee, chu- 
wee, che-weet, chee, 
ch-churr-weer, similar 
to Plumbeous Vireo 
but less throaty. 
Males often sing 
with varying inflections. 

In alarm, scolds wrenlike, issuing a low harsh churr or schray. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs; small family groups in 
nesting season. Hops and flicks tail with jerky movements from 
low- to mid-level perches 1—12 feet above ground. Often stays 
concealed in dense foliage of trees and brush, including junipers 
and sagebrush. Feeds on variety of insects, which it gleans from 
branches, foliage, or ground. 

® BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 13-14 days by both sexes. Young 
altricial; remain in nest 13-14 days and are fed by both sexes. 
2 broods per year. 


white eye ring 


gray back 


brownish wings 


gray feet 
and legs 


¢ POPULATION Fairly 


Length 5 5 inches 


Wingspan g 75 inches 


black bill 


whitish 
underparts 


PLUMBEOUS VIREO 
Heavier body; shorter 
tail, not pumped or 
flicked; bold white 
spectacles; two bold 
wing bars; olive-gray 
wash and streaking on 
sides and flanks. 


BELL'S VIREO 
Smaller; two faint wing 
bars; faint white 
spectacles; olive to gray 
upperparts; yellow to 
whitish underparts; 
does not wag or flick 
tail; voice differs. 


DATE 


Weak somewhat fluttering direct flight on 
rapidly beating wings. 


eet 


agar a iG la i. eA Re 
Nest Identification 
o_o ; a, ‘ 


Shape § 


Location ap & a> 


common. Mostly stable. Some 
decline in California. Accidental 
in Wisconsin. 

¢ CONSERVATION Frequent 
victim of brood parasitism by 
cowbirds; often covers eggs with 
new nest. 


Grasses, twigs, shredded bark, leaves, spider webs, and insect cocoons; 
lined with fine grass ¢ 2-6 feet above ground in shrub ¢ built by both sexes 
e 3-5 rose-colored eggs, with brown spots, especially near large end; oval, 
0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat > @ #¢ Migration Migratory WeigttQSounce 


_ TIME 


_ LOCATION 
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Length 55 inches WinesPal) 9 5 inches 


YELLOW-THROATED VIREO wie 


Considered the most brilliantly colored vireo, this bird 
is most often observed in deciduous forests. Its | 
characteristic song is a series of short phrases similar in LE 

pattern to several other vireos in its range but with 

long pauses between phrases and a coarse quality. 


Family VIREONIDAE 


Species Viney flavifrons 


olive-green 
e SONG Burry series of 2-note or sometimes 3- head e 


slightly hooked 
black bill 


note phrases with hesitantly long pauses olive-green 
between them sounding like “Aree-EIGHT, upperparts 


bright yellow throat, 
chin, and breast 


three-EIGHT .. . three-EIGHT, repeated 
with the pattern and quality of a 
Blue-headed Vireo with a 
sore throat. Calls harsh, 
nasal, accelerating, 

rapid series of cheA, 

cheh, cheh notes. 


2 white wing bars 


white belly, flanks, 


and crissum 


brownish black 


wings 


brownish 
black tail gray legs 
and feet 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. In autumn migration may 


form mixed foraging flocks. Generally forages in treetops, eating Similar Birds 


mostly insects. Also eats some small fruits and berries. In PINE WARBLER 
courtship male performs nest-building display, singing and Slender, pointed bill; 


ou . . : . slightly shed tal; 
crouching before female. He often begins several nests in his Te as hate 
territory before pairing. yellow breast and sides 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. with dusky screaking; 

‘ i E ; oe thin, broken yellow eye 
¢ NESTING Incubation 14 days by both sexes. Altricial young ting; narrow yellow 
stay in nest 14 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. superciliary mark; thin, 

y traight black bill; white 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common and stable overall but pate ‘ : 


tail spots. 


declining in the Northeast (particularly in areas with insecticide 
spraying of shade trees) and increasing in the upper Midwest. Rare 
vagrant in the West; casual in 
winter in south Florida. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Common 
brood parasite host for Brown- 
headed Cowbird; sometimes 
builds second floor to cover its 
own eggs as well as cowbird’s. 


Relatively weak fluttering direct flight 
with rapid wing beats. 


Grass covered with lichens ¢ lined with grass, shredded bark, spider webs, and 
cocoons ® in deciduous trees 3-60 feet above ground ® built by both sexes ¢ 3-5 
white to pinkish white eggs with brown spots, especially near large end; oval, 

0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


Shape g Location & 


TIME LOCATION 
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ae ee 


Family VIREONIDAE Species S Vireo plumbeus | bength'5.25 inches | “WME®P4! 8 5 inches 


PLUMBEOUS VIREO 


Formerly considered the grayest inland 

western race of the Solitary Vireo, this gray head and 
species was recently split from that upperparts 
complex. A bird of the Rocky —, 

Mountain environs, it breeds at 
almost ten thousand feet and 
frequents pines and pine-oak 
forests. [tis much grayer than 
its two sibling species, with 
an olive-gray rump and 

mostly devoid of any 2 white wing © 
yellow, which, if present, bars and white- 
shows as a wash on the edged flight 

feathers 

eray-streaked flanks. 

e SONG Varied; hesitant es a 

pauses and coarse nasal Hanks 
phrases much like a 

hoarse Blue-headed Vireo — p/ychish 
or a Cassin’s Vireo, chureeh, brown wings 
ch-ireet’, ch-rech cg-ireet, often Wd tal 

repeated. Calls a chattering cheh- 
cheh-cheh, cheh, often accelerating. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. white-cdged 

: ; outer tail 
Forages and perches from mid to S  feathers 
high levels in trees. Deliberately 
searches for insects, which it gleans 
from the foliage or bark surfaces. 
‘Lakes a few fruits and berries, especially in fall. Male performs 
nest-building courtship display, crouching low in front of female 
and spreading tail. May chase female in courtship flight. 
Incubating and brooding birds sit tightly on the nest, sometimes 
allowing themselves to be touched by humans. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 


@ NESTING incubation 14-15 days by both sexes. Young 
altricial; brooded by female and fed by both sexes, but mostly 
by male. Fledge at 14-15 days. 1 brood per year. 


@ POPULATION Fairly common in varied pine and pine-oak 


olive-tinged gray 
sides of breast 


woodland habitats. Accidental 


in Louisiana; other eastern 
records are unconfirmed. 

© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Fairly 
common victim of cowbird 


Sy blackish bill 


bold white 
spectacles broken 
by dusky lores 


whitish throat 
and underparts 


blue-gray feet 
and legs 


CASSIN’S $V IREO 
Smaller; less gray 
overall; greenish gray 
head and upperparts; 
olive wash on sides and 
flanks. 


GRAY VIREO 

Not as heavily built; 
paler upperparts; long 
tail that it flicks and 
pumps; more faint 
wing bars (lower one 
more prominent); lacks 
spectacles; has white 
eye ring. 


Somewhat weak fluttering direct flight parasitism. Vulnerable to habitat 


apidly beating wings. 
on rapidly beating wings loss due to logg ring. 


Bark, grasses, plant fibers, and spider web, lined with fine grasses and plant 
down ¢ suspended between fork near tip of branch in tree or bush ¢ 4-30 feet 
above ground ® built by both sexes ¢ 3—5 white eggs, spotted at larger end with 


Shape Location : : 
> as re bd reddish brown; oval, 0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ee @ ep Migration \fioratory Weight Undetermined 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Family VIREONIDAE Sp 
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| Length 5 inches Wingsea" 8.5 inches 


CASSIN’S VIREO aa 


Until the 1990s this bird and the Blue-headed and Plumbeous 

Vireos were classified as one species — the Solitary Vireo. | 
Although similar to the Blue-headed Vireo, Cassin’s 
differs in range and 1s duller in color with 

less white edging on flight 

feathers and tail. The 
male catches the 
female’s attention 

by fluffing out 


olive-washed 
grayish head 


dusky lores break 
ring of white 


grayish olive to 
spectacles 


: olive upperparts 
blackish brown wings 
with grayish olive 
trim on secondaries 


blackish bill 


grayish white throat 
and underparts 


2 thick white to pale 
yellow wing bars and 


blackish brown tail with narrow tertial edzings 


white-trimmed outer 
feathers and olive- 
trimmed central feathers 


lemon 
feathers, 
on flanks 


olive wash 
on sides 

blue-gray 
7 d legs and feet 
his bright yellow : 
flank feathers and bowing up 


and down to her. Juvenile Cassin’s 


¢ SONG A mixed jumble of hesitant phrases, punctuated by 
short deliberate pauses, such as chreu ... h’ree ... choo’reet or ch-ree 
| ... h-ri'chi-roo, often repeated. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Forages high in trees by 

| gleaning food from bark, branches, or foliage; sometimes hovers 
| briefly to pick food off vegetation or catch insects in flight. Eats 
| insects, larvae, and various fruits. Frequents open coniferous, 

| coniferous-deciduous, pine-oak, or oak woodlands. Male 

| performs nest-building display for female with no nesting 

| material in mouth. Fairly tame on nest, allowing close approach. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 


i ¢ NESTING Incubation 11-12 days by both sexes, but female 
| does more. Young altricial; stay in nest 12-14 days, fed by both 
| sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common. Casual in winter in 


females sometimes have greenish heads. a 


PLUMBEOUS VIREO 
Shghtly larger; thicker 
bill; gray head and 
upperparts; more 
contrast between white 
throat and head and 
sides of breast; grayish 
sides and flanks with 
grayish streaking and 
without strong yellow 
wash. 


HUTTON’S VIREO 
Smaller; white eye ring 
breaks above eye; pale 
lores; grayish olive 
upperparts; different 
voice ® only in the West. 


MaBe Sexes similar 


northwest California. Accidental 
in southeast Alaska, Oklahoma, 
New York, and New Jersey. 

® CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Vulnerable 
to habitat loss due to logging. 


Somewhat weak fluttering direct flight on 
rapidly beating wings. May hover briefly 
to pick insect or fruit off vegetation. 


| Twigs, fine grasses, and stems, lined with finer grasses and hair e in fork of twig 
of tree or bush or set in middle of conifer, 4-30 feet above ground @ built by both 


sexes @ 3—5 white to creamy white eggs, with black and brown speckles; oval, 


Shape gq 


Location gry. ae & 


0.7 x 0.5 inches. 
Habitat @, 9% 9e Migration Migratory Weight [Jndetermined 


TIME LOCATION 


N 
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Family VIREONIDAE Species Virvg solitarius ; Length 5 25 inches 


- 
BLUE-HEADED VIREO 

‘This bird makes its home in the thick coniferous 

and mixed coniferous-deciduous forests of Canada 

and the eastern United States, where it breeds : : ’ 

; bright greenish white 
southward through the southern Appalachians. alive back spectacles 
The Appalachian race is larger, with 
a bluish gray back and the 


Wingspan g 5 inches 


blue-gray 


yellow-washed 
5 hood 


wing bars 


yellow-washed tertials 


white edges on all but 
central tail feathers 


white e— © 
crissum 
white throat, 


yellow wash on the breast, and belly 


underparts being 

restricted to the flanks. 

Most often solitary or in pairs 

on breeding grounds, the female 
may allow a human to touch or pet 
her as she sits on her nest. At one time this 
bird and the Cassin’s and Plumbeous Vireos all 
were classified as one species, the Solitary Vireo. 


greenish yellow 
trim on dark 
secondaries ; 
bright yellow sides 
and flanks sometimes 
mixed with green 


¢ SONG Slow drawn-out phrases with deliberate pauses between 
them, cherry-o-wit ... cheree... . sissy-a-wt, repeated frequently throughout the 

day. High, clear, sweet, sometimes piercing notes. Call notes resemble a husky chatter. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Early spring migrant in the Southeast; the first vireo back in 
the woods in spring. Gleans insects, its principal food, from treetops and branches. Sometimes 
catches insects in midair or hovers briefly to pick them off 


foliage or branches. Eats some fruits, especially in winter. Male Similar Birds 
courts female with much bobbing, singing, and fluffing of BLACK-CAPPED VIREO Q 
yellowish flank feathers. Fairly tame. Smaller ¢ shorter, 
@¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. re Slimmer te 

; ; os, black cap; red eye 
® NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by both sexes. Altricial * juvenile similar to 


young stay in nest 12—14 days. Fed by both sexes. Occasionally female but has more 

? ie : : : . buff underparts. 

2 broods per year, particularly in the Southeast. 

@ POPULATION Common in mixed woodlands and at higher 
elevations in southern 


Flight Pattern Appalachians. Casual to 
accidental in southwestern US. 


© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Frequent 
oe st to brood parasitism b 
Somewhat weak, fluttering flight with rapid host to bro I ‘s : y 
wing beats. May hover briefly over prey Brown-headed Cowbirds. 


and dip to pick it off branch or foliage. 


<pongibne ‘Twigs, fine grass, shredded bark, stems, spider webs, and cocoons; decorated 
Nest Identification naa oe ep et ie 
with lichens ¢ lined with finer materials, including grasses and hair ¢ in fork of 
tree or bush or tn middle of conifer 4-30 feet above ground ® built by both sexes 


Shape g Location ay boi ¢ 3-5 white eggs with black and brown markings, especially near large end; oval, 
s 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ope #.¢ @, Migration Migratory Weight ().6 ounce _ 


} 


DATE TIME LOCATION ___ 
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Family VJIREONIDAE ‘Species Viren gikous | Length 55.5 inches | Wingspan g 75 inches 


WARBLING VIREO 

Wintering in Mexico and Central America, this 
bird has the largest breeding range of any vireo 
in the woodlands of North America. 

Although common over most of its 

range, it is not well known by 
many people other 


dusky gray 
postocular stripe 


gray or olive-gray 
> upperparts 


indistinct stripe 
| Over eve 


grayish bill with 
dark culmen 


whitish breast 
(sometimes with 
| than birders. yellowish wash) 


| The drab male 
rapidly sings his 
warbled phrases throughout 
| the day while perched near the 
| treetops. Sometimes this bird is 
| difficult to spot, because its plumage 1s camouflaged. 


blue-gray 
legs and feet 


PHILADELPHIA VIREO 
Dark eye stripe; dark 
lores; yellow wash on 


; . throat and breast; white 
¢ SONG Pleasant unhurried warble of 12—20 notes, ending 


abruptly with mnemonic of /’// serze you and [11 squeeze you and 
[11 squeeze you ‘til you squirt! Western birds sing a higher, less 
musical song, often with breaks between introductory notes. 
Call is abrasive, nasal, upslurred queeh. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Found in treetops in 
woodlands, shade trees 1n towns, and especially large trees in 
riparian zones. Forages for food high in trees and catches some 
insects in flight. Eats various insects, caterpillars, moth and 
butterfly eggs, and some fruits. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12 days by both sexes. Altricial young 
remain in nest 16 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common. Widespread range is increasing. 


® CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Common 
host for brood parasitism by the 
Brown-headed Cowbird. Has 
declined in the East in areas 
—= eae where shade trees are sprayed 
Weak fluttering flight with rapid wing : = nae ee gree pIayee 
beats. Sometimes hovers briefly over with pesticides. 
foliage or branch, dipping for insect. 


supercilium contrasts 
with dark gray crown; 
dark primary coverts; 
different voice. 


; ‘TENNESSEE WARBLER 
—= Smaller, slender bill 
Ze lacks hook; gray crown; 
io white supercilium; dark 
lores and postocular 
? stripe; white undertail 


- coverts; greenish 
upperparts; different 
song ® female, juvenile, 
and fall male have 
yellow-washed 


underparts. 


Nest Identification Bark strips, leaves, vegetation fibers, and grass ® hangs between fork toward 
—— — end of branch, twig, or sometimes shrub, usually 4-15 feet above ground 


Shape ¢ aeation & ¢ built by both sexes ® 3-5 white eggs spotted with brown and black; oval, 


0.8 x 0.5 inches. 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family VIREONIDAE 


PHILADELPHIA VIREO 
First discovered near Philadelphia in the 
1840s, this quiet bird is the least Known 
of the East Coast vireos. A late spring 
migrant, it is easily overlooked 
in the company of warblers, 
with which it often travels. 
Furthermore, it seldom sings 
in migration, a characteristic 
that serves to draw even 
less attention to It. 
Superficially similar to 
the Red-eyed Vireo 

in appearance 
and voice, 


gray cap 


whitish 


, greenish 


upperparts 


yellow-washed 
undertail coverts 


it prefers the 
mixed forests of northern 
New England and southern Canada. 


blue-gray legs 
and feet 


e SONG On breeding territory, sings a high 

drawn-out cherrie-0-witt, cheree, sissy-a-wit, tee-o, Similar to song of 
Red-eyed Vireo, but thinner, higher-pitched, and slower. Call 
note a low nasal r7reh. 

¢ BEHAVIOR ‘Tame. Solitary or in pairs. Very active forager, 
often hanging upside down beneath foliage, chickadee-like, as it 
picks off insects. Sometimes slow and deliberate foraging in 
low- to mid-level vegetation. Gleans off leaves and branches 
and may feed while hovering. Eats a variety of insects, some 
fruits and berries. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

© NESTING Incubation 14 days by both sexes. Young altricial; 
remain in nest 12—14 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Uncommon; 
stable. Casual to rare in the 
West, mainly during migration 
in the fall. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Rare host 
to cowbird brood parasitism. 


=. 


Flight Pattern 


Relatively weak fluttering flight with rapid 
wing beats. Hovers briefly when foraging to 
pick insects off foliage, bark, or branches. 


Nest Identification 


Specles Vireg philadelphicus | “€?8th 4.75-5,25 inches 


supercilium 


Similar Birds 


Wingspan 8_9 inches 


short, thick, slightly 
hooked black bill 


dark eye line extends 
through lores 


—_—_— warious shades of yellow on 
au underparts, with brightest 
color on breast and throat 


very faint grayish 
olive wing bar 


ene 
"TENNESSEE WARBLER 
Slender pointed bill; 
bright olive upperparts; 
white undertail coverts; 
indistinct wing bar; 
short tail ¢ females, 


juveniles, and fall males 


have yellowish wash on 
underparts. 


WARBLING VIREO 
Olive-gray upperparts 


~ and head; indistinct 


white superciliary line; 
pale lores; white or 
whitish throat; white 
underparts with 
yellowish wash on sides 
and on flanks; lacks 
wing bars. 


Grasses, bark, moss, lichen, and plant down, hung by spider silk and webbing of 


insects ® hung from fork in small twig or branch, 30-80 feet above ground ® built 


Shape g Location & 


large end; oval, 0.8 x 0.5 inches. 


by female ¢ 3-5 white eggs, usually speckled brown and black, especially toward 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitatee @ a Migration Migratory Weight 4 ounce 


DATE _ '__ TIME LOCATION i 
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SPECIES Vireo olivaceus Length 6 inches WinesPs"10 inches 


RED-EYED VIREO te 


One of the most abundant in North American | 
deciduous forests, this bird sings almost nonstop ik | 
from dawn to dusk and often all night. It 
delivers its brief trilled phrases 

as It sits on the nest, 

forages for food, blue-gray 
Even as It CTORN 
swallows insects. 
A researcher 
once totaled the 
n umber of song er 
repetitions blackish 
uttered by an bill 
individual in one 
summer day as a 
remarkable 22,197 songs. hie 
‘These “sermons” have lent underparts 
it the handle of “preacher 

bird.” ‘The black-bordered white 
eyebrow stripe distinguishes this ed 
bird from other vireos. ‘The red iris is 

not visible at a distance; juveniles have a brown iris. Juveniles d~ BLACK-WHISKERED 


Family VIREONIDAE 


white eyebrow 
outlined in black 


greenish olive 


Py upperparts 


darker olive- 
green tail 


ruby-red iris 


darker olive- 
LTCEN WINGS 


blue-gray 
feet and legs 


. . 4 2( 
and autumn birds may have a yellowish wash on the flanks. Nace 
i : Larger bill; lacks dark 
" ° SONG Repeated phrases and pauses, /ook up!.. . see border on upper side of 
| me?... over here... this way! ... higher still! Individuals sing eyebrow; dull green 
| rar 1 i . ae “rparts; black 
| many different repertoires. Call is whining nasal chewy! Soto repeai 
(| © BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Picks food off leaves and m different song ® only in 
/ | twigs. Sometimes hovers to snatch food off foliage, bark, or a weesoutienst. 
|| branch. Eats mostly insects; in fall migration lots of fruits and YELLOW-GREEN VIREO 
berries. Defensive at nest. Responds readily to pishing and Olive-green upperparts; 
| : : : : : : he ae . : whitish throat and 
| squeaking noises. In migration often joins mixed feeding flocks. PE Lea 
| underparts; bright 
| © BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. yellow sides, flanks, and 
= . ; ; “bse undertail coverts; pale 
¢ NESTING Incubation 11-14 days by female. Altricial young eee 
stay in nest 10-12 days. Fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. supercilium; gray crown; 
¢ POPULATION Common in eastern woodlands. Some pale ive Cane 


dusky lores; red eyes. 


decline due to clearing of forests in the East. Rare vagrant in 
migration in the Southwest and on the Pacific Coast. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Frequent 
cowbird brood parasitism. 
Vulnerable to poisoning by 
ingesting insects sprayed with 
pesticides and Gypsy Moth 
control programs. 


Flight Pattern 


Alternates series of rapid wing beats with 
short glides within forest. Also hovers 
briefly to pick insects or berries off foliage. 


ee 


_ 


Rae: 


Shape 9g 


Grapevine bark, fine grasses, rootlets, paper from wasp nests, lichens, spider 
webs, and cocoons ® hanging on fork of tree branch or shrub 2—60 feet above 
ground ® built by both sexes, but mostly by female ¢ 3—5 white eggs, most 
often with fine brown and black dots, especially toward large end; oval, 

0.8 x 0.55 inches. 


Location yy & ix 


LOCATION 
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Family VIREONIDAE SPecles Viren flavoviridis | “©°8tY 6 inches WIRESPAN 1Q inches __ 


YELLOW-GREEN VIREO 


Very similar to the Red-eyed Vireo and recently 
split from it to restore it as a separate species, this 
native of Mexico has become a rare breeding 

bird in southern Texas and is being seen 

more often in southern California in the 

fall and along the Gulf Coast in spring. greenish olive 
It shows extensively yellow-green MPPUpEnS 
upperparts (including a face with 
strong yellow sides), flanks, and 
undertail coverts, as well as a 
dull olive crown with more 
obscure head striping than 

the Red-eyed Vireo and 
inconspicuous or absent 
dark bordering lines. 
¢ SONG Sings 
continuously. Song 1s 
varied from rich and 
clear to nasal and 
abrasive, non- 
rhythmic jerky 
chiree-chree, S®e, 
chiree-chree. Repeated 
over and over throughout 

the day. Some have likened the 

quality and pattern to the song of a 
House Sparrow. Calls are dry chatters and 
course mewing 777eeh. 

@ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Deliberate in its movements, 
foraging in the middle to upper levels of the vegetation. 
Sometimes joins mixed-species foraging flocks. Picks food off 


pale gray or whitish 
supercilium 


RTAY (TOON 


pale olive 
auriculars _—* red eyes 


dusky lores 


BaP 


grayish bill 


whitish throat 
and underparts 


bright yellow 
sides and flanks 


yellow undertail ¢ 
COVETTS 


blue-gray legs 
and feet 


Similar Birds 


RED-EYED VIREO 


twigs and leaves; may hover briefly to take insect or fruit. Eats a | 4° ype Blackish lores; black 
wide variety of insects and spiders; minor part of diet is various e border around white 
seeds and berries. STERN may 

ae underparts; dark gray 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. cap; olive back and 
e NESTING Incubation 13-14 days by female. Young altricial; i apes er 


stay in nest 12-14 days, fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Rare to 


Flight Pattern casual in North America; regular 
in summer in lower Rio Grande 


Valley of Texas. Casual in spring 
on Gulf Coast and increasingly 
regular in fall in coastal 

Relatively fast direct flight on southern California. 

rapidly beating wings. 


Nest Identification A ee 
Grasses, plant fiber, lichen, moss, cobwebs, and strips of papery bark 


¢ hanging between fork from thin branch, 540 feet above ground ¢ built by 


Shape g Location bial 2 female ¢ 2-4 white eggs with fine dots of brown; oval, 0.8 x 0.5 inches. 
oy, 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat@, 90 Migration Migratory Weight (0.6 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family VIREONIDAE Species Vire9 a/tiloquus Length 6 25 inches Wingspan 1().5 inches 
q 


BLACK-WHISKERED VIREO ae 


In summer this native of the West Indies | 
also inhabits thick mangroves and shrubs grayish brown 
near the Florida Keys and north to TOWN 
central coastal Florida. The “whiskers” 
on the sides of its face often can be 
difficult to see. Camouflaged by its 
dull green upperparts, gray cap, 
patterned gray face, and yellow- 
washed white underparts, this 

vireo is hard to spot in the dark 

green foliage. More often it is 
identified solely by its 
distinctive voice. 


dull greenish 
upperparts . ‘ 
perp white eyebrow with 


black border 


ie 


straight slightly 
hooked black bill 


\ . 

» dark malar stripe 
or “whisker” along 
sides of throat 


whitish underparts 
variable pale yellow 
wash on sides and 


flanks 


% blue-gray legs 
¢ SONG Male sings almost and feet 
continuously. Humorous mnemonics 

of whip-tom-KELLY!, John-to-whit, or 

cheap-john-stir-up! set the pattern of the 2- to 

4-note (usually 3-note), repeated phrases. Call is 

mewing guee! similar to that of Red-eyed Vireo. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Forages slowly and 
deliberately. Picks food off leaves and branches. Eats a variety 
of insects but also takes some spiders and fruits. 


RED-EYED VIREO 
Smaller; shorter bill; 
whitish supercilium 


‘ : ad e ith dark border; dark 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. phe RSS te : 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Altricial young olive back; lacks dusky 


fledge at 10-12 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. eerer sail 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common to common in mangrove swamps 


, of the Florida Keys. Casual 
: Flight Pattern 


along Gulf Coast. 


¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Vulnerable 
to habitat loss as coastal 
mangroves are lost to 
development. 


Relatively fast direct flight with shallow, 
rapid wing beats. 


ve st Identification ‘Twigs, grass, plant fibers, spider webs, cocoons, and lichens ® lined with grass, 
= = pine needles, and hair ¢ hangs between fork on thin branch of shrub or tree 


Shape Location 3-20 feet above ground ® built by female ¢ 2-3 white eggs with fine brown, 
9g = = a purple, and black specks; oval, 0.8 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat @ ~ea Migration Migratory Weight (6 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family VIREONIDAE SPecles Vireg magister Length 5.76.2 inches | 7B°P@" 10.5 inches 


YUCATAN VIREO — 
| 
Similar to the Black-whiskered Vireo in habitat grayish crown 
preference and habits, this bird frequents the 
mangrove swamps of the Yucatan Peninsula. 
Like most of the vireos, this bird sings 
frequently, with more leisurely and penal te 
softer phrases than the Black- eye stripe 
whiskered, suggesting a slow, 
mellow mockingbird. ‘The 
grayish crown Is set off by a grayish olive 
broad whitish supercilium = “PAeparis 
bordered below by a “a 
wide dark eye stripe. 4 


broad whitish 
supercilium 


large heavy 
gray bill, paler 


. at base 
dusky auriculars 


brownish eyes 


whitish throat 
and underparts, 
sometimes with 


buff wash 
yellow-olive trim 
on wings and tal 
on wings and tail dusky sides 


and flanks 


blue-gray to 
blue legs and feet 


Similar Birds 


RED-EYED VIREO 
Blackish lores; white 
eyebrow has black 


‘The whitish underparts 
are often tinged buff. 


e SONG Persistent singer, even during the tropical midday heat 

and sometimes into the night. Jerky, hesitant, nonrhythmic, 

varied, and mellow phrases of chu-ree, chu-ree or Chi-1-chu, Chu- 

weer, repeated often. Calls a nasal pees and soft dry chatters. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary. A slow deliberate forager, it searches at 

all levels, low to high, in vegetation. Prefers humid scrubby 

woodland, mangroves, and edge. Picks food off leaves and 

branches. Eats mainly insects and fruit, as well as some seeds 

and small berries. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

e NESTING Breeding biology poorly known, but incubation 

estimated at 12—14 days by female. Young altricial; fed by both 
sexes. Leave nest at estimated 

10-12 days. 1-2 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Accidental in 

US; 1 record occurred in 

southeast ‘Texas. 

¢ CONSERVATION 

Relatively rapid fluttering direct flight on Vulnerable to loss of habitat. 

Snel ow) MEARE WineS Not of concern in the US. 


| Nes z \ 
Nest Identification ‘Twigs, grasses, and plant fibers, lined with grass, pine needles, and hair, 
attached with spider webs, lichen, and cocoon material * hanging from twigs in 


border; red eyes; dark 
gray cap; olive back and 
upperparts. 


YELLOW-GREEN VIREO 
Dusky lores; pale olive 


auriculars; red eyes; 
olive upperparts; bright 
yellow sides, flanks, and 


undertail coverts; pale 
gray or whitish 
supercilium. 


low to mid levels in tree or bush ¢ 3—20 feet above ground ¢ built by female ¢ 
fom} d 


Shape Location i 
P * & dy 2 white eggs, usually speckled with browns and blacks; oval, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat an oe a Migration Nonmigratory «| “e8t 0.5 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family CORVIDAE Species Porjsoreus canadensis Length 11.5 inches Wingspan 16_17 inches 


GRAY JAY 


Sometimes called the “camp robber,” the Gray Jay is known for 
its bold behavior. Often observed at cabins and campsites, 1t 
will steal food and nonedible items. With its large salivary 
glands, it secretes mucous that allows it to store food by 
sticking it on twigs, pine needles, and tree branches. 
Several geographical races exist across its Coast-to- dark smoky gray 
coast range. These races vary most noticeably in upperparts e@ 
the extent of the dark patch on the nape and 
crown, from almost none in the Rocky 
Mountain races to extensive patches 1n 
the races inhabiting the northwest 
coast. Juveniles are entirely sooty 
gray with a whitish mustache. 
Although nonmigratory, birds 
practice some altitudinal 
migration in winter. dark smoky 
e SONG Hasa large 4 wings 

a and tail 
repertoire of calls, 
including a fluted 
wheeoo and a low 
chuck. Calls also 
include a bold 
hawklike whistle, 
as well as a cla-cla-cla-cla-cla. Sometimes mimics hawk cries and 
songs sung by small birds. 
¢ BEHAVIOR ‘Tame, bold, and curious. Caches food. 
Omnivorous. Eats mice, eggs, and young of other birds. ‘Takes 
a variety of insects, carrion, camp food, seeds, nuts, and berries. 
Shows no fear of humans and comes close to snatch food and 


black head 
patch 


pale gray 


head 


& short 
black bill 
white 

throat 


gray breast 
gray underparts range 


trom pale to dark 
depending on race 


black legs and feet 


LY 


JUVENILE 


CLARK’S NUTCRACKER 
Chunky; medium gray 


other objects. Males engage 1n courtship feeding of females. Pg upperparts and 
: : ee underparts; short white 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Small colonies. 


tail with black central 
¢ NESTING Incubation 16-18 days by female. Young altricial; feathers; black wings 


stay in nest 15-21 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. with white secondaries 
- ri bee yan F ae creating patch on inner 
© POPULATION Common to fairly common in conifer and wing in flight; entirely 


mixed-conifer forests. Declining in some areas due to timber gray head; white eye 
harvesting. Casual in winter in midwestern and northeastern ne ne vee 
states just south of breeding range. 


— ¢ FEEDERS Will attend 
ae Flight Pattern 


feeders with corn, suet, and 
sunflower seeds. 


¢ CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to habitat loss from 
logging operations as well as 
forest fragmentation. 


Light buoyant flight on steady wing beats; 
often glides between perches within or 
between trees and from perch to ground. 


Pa ae SNR y We Se 5 ji a " " z : 
es ; Nocti wis bso Lined with moss, grass, sticks, bark, feathers, and fur, fastened together with 
Nest Identification ‘aie = : te 

i ae ek ASHE Ai _| spider webs and insect cocoons ® on horizontal branch near trunk or in crotch 


of tree, 4-30 feet above ground but can be up to 85 feet ® built by both sexes 
Shape way Location gry. a e 2-5 grayish white, pale green, pale gray, sometimes white eggs, with fine 
m Ss a 
olive-buff, brown, or gray spots; oval, 1.2 x 0.8 inches. 


Habitat ee 9.9 @ sz Migration Nonmigratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Plumage Secce similar Weight 2.6 ounces 
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Family CORVIDAE Species Oygnocitta stelleri | ©98 11.5 inches Wingspan 17 inches 


STELLER’S JAY — 


Recognized as the only crested jay in the West, 
Steller’s Jay is named after Arctic explorer Georg 
Wilhelm Steller, who discovered this bird on the 
Alaska coast in 1741. The darkest jay in North 
America, it has a black head and crest and a 
sooty black back and breast. The extent of sooty black neck 
black on the body is variable among local and breast 
populations, as is the amount of blue or 
white striping on the head or throat. (a Hae 
e SONG Variety of calls, including 

harsh shaack, shaack, shaack and 

shooka, shooka notes; a mellow cobalt or purple 
klook klook klook; and shrill a aa ll 
hawklike vocalizations. 
Often mimics calls of 
other birds, rune - 
including 
loons and 
hawks. narrow black-barred 

© BEHAVIOR Bold “ripple” on wings and tail 
around campgrounds but somewhat 

shy in woods. Often travels in flocks of more 

than a dozen birds, which include family groups, 
after breeding season. Most often feeds in 

treetops and on ground. Omnivorous; eats wide 
variety of animal fare, including frogs, snakes, eggs and 
young of other birds, many kinds of insects, and carrion, but 
approximately 70 percent of annual diet (90-99 percent in 


black head and crest 


white striping 
on head 


long straight 
black bill 


@ smoky blue belly 


and underparts 


black legs 
and feet 


winter) is comprised of pine seeds, acorns, and fruit. Caches BLUE JAY 
seeds and acorns for winter larder. Purple-gray crest and 
‘ ; : : Fy back; grayish white 

e BREEDING ‘This species is known to be monogamous. It is & underparts; black collar 
known as a solitary nester. Courtship feeding is done by the extends around body 
male Steller’s Jay. from breast to nape; 

- : : ; - white spots, bars, and 
e NESTING Incubation 16-18 days mostly by female. Altricial patches in wings and 
young remain in nest 17—21 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood tail; blue wings and tail 
per year. with fine black barring. 


¢ POPULATION Steller’s Jay is common in pine-oak and 
coniferous woodlands. Its 
Flight Pattern population is both stable and 
increasing. Casual at lower 
elevations during the winter 
season. Accidental in the East. 


¢ FEEDERS In winter family 


Direct flight with steady buoyant wing i 
groups often frequent feeders. 


beats. Often glides between perches in or 
among trees, or from tree to ground. 


Cemented with mud ® includes pine needles, twigs, dry leaves, roots, and grass 
® on horizontal limb near trunk or in crotch of conifer; occasionally in deciduous 
tree; 8-100 feet above ground ® built by both sexes ¢ 2-6, but most often 4, pale 


Nest Identification 


Shape Nj Location gry. ai greenish blue or bluish green eggs with brown markings; subelliptical to short 


subelliptical, 1.2 x 0.9 inches. 


rIUMage Sexes similar |" Oe Be Gg Migration Nonmigratory | “el8Mt 4.5 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family CORVIDAE Species Qyanocitta cristata | ©? 11 inches WINESP@N 16 inches 


BLUE JAY 


Once considered primarily a forest dweller, the 
Blue Jay has adapted to cities, parks, gardens, and 
forest fragmentation. Some populations remain 

in locales year-round, while more northern ones 
migrate south in flocks of 50-100. Common 
despite clear-cutting in eastern forests, its 
range 1s expanding northwest. It is easily 
recognized by its large size; blue-purple 
upperparts, wings, and tail; and jaunty 
bluish purple crest. 

¢ SONG Sharp penetrating 
Jay jay jay or thief, thief, thief! 
Also musical weed/e-weedle, 
like the squeaking of a 
farm pump that needs oil. 
Variety of other vocalizations, some | 
musical; mimics several hawk species. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Usually in pairs or 
flocks; especially gregarious after 
nesting season. Lives in oak and 
beech trees. Noisy; shrieks 
alone or in groups at cats, 
snakes, owls, hawks, and 
hunters. Omnivorous, but 


white spots and 
fine black-barred 
“ripples”on wings , 


Lf 


bright blue back e- 
and wings 


fine black-barred 
“ripples” and white 
spots on bright blue tail 


purplish crest | 

and back 
black collar line 
extends from 
breast to nape 


long 


black bill 


grayish white 
face, chin, and 
throat 


grayish white 
underparts 


—e black legs 
and feet 


STELLER’S JAY 
Black crest; smoky 


over 70 percent of diet is plant matter, especially acorns, pine 
seeds, corn, fruits, and berries. Animal fare includes insects, 
carrion, eggs and young of other birds, snails, fish, frogs, small 


black back, neck, and 
breast; cobalt blue 
upperparts; no white 


reptiles, and small mammals. Stores acorns in the ground for a al 


winter, a major factor in establishing and distributing oak 
forests, as many seeds are not found and thus germinate. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Male feeds during 
courtship. May keep several mates for several years. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 16-18 days by both sexes but most 
often by female. Altricial young stay in nest 17—21 days; 
brooded by female; fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year in the 
North, 2-3 in the South. 


¢ POPULATION Common and widespread in woodlands and 
residential areas with big shade 
trees. Casual in the Northwest 
in autumn and winter. 

+. 4 ¢ FEEDERS Suet, sunflower 
seeds, peanuts, cracked nuts; 
birdbaths. 


WESTERN SCRUB-JAY 
FLORIDA SCRUB-JAY 
Lacks crest; lacks white 
spotting on wings and 


tail; lacks black collar; 
grayish underparts 
contrast with gray- 
streaked white throat 
¢ Florida Scrub-Jay 
restricted to Florida. 


Flight Pattern 


Direct flight with steady, buoyant wing 
beats. Often glides between perches 
within or between trees, or to ground. 


‘Twigs, bark, moss, lichens, grass, and sometimes paper and string ® built by both 
sexes ® on horizontal branch near trunk or in crotch or vines 5—20 feet above 
ground; sometimes up to 50 feet ¢ 3-7 pale greenish blue or bluish green eggs 
with dark brown markings; subelliptical, 1.1 x 0.85 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat egg a.@ @ | Migration \ivratory Weight 3 ( ounces 


DATE 


Nest Identification 


Shape qy Location & by @& 


TIME LOCATION .- 
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Family CORVIDAE Species Cygnocorax yncas | “©8M 10.5 inches Wingspan 15 inches 


em 


GREEN JAY 


Also known as the Rio Grande Jay, this brightly 

colored tropical bird is restricted to southern ‘Texas blue-white band on 
in the US, although it also ranges south through forehead and above 
Mexico, Central America, and northern regions of CATT UCARESAES 
South America. Look for it in thickets and dense 

riparian growth along the river in the lower Rio 

Grande Valley. Nonmigratory, the Green Jay 

rarely wanders far from its nesting sites but irk eee 
may travel in foraging flocks to nearby upperparts < 
ranch country after nesting season. Its 
bright colors blend remarkably well 
with sun-dappled foliage, but once it 
has been seen this green bird with 

its blue-and-black head and 
bright yellow outer tail feathers 
is unmistakable. 

e SONG Dry harsh series of 
cheh-cheh-cheh notes: loud 
ringing chink, chink, chink; 
and froglike croaking 
of ahrrrrrrrrr. 

¢ BEHAVIOR 
Gregarious and 

noisy. Inquisitive. In 
pairs and small and feet 

family groups; family 

groups of 4-9 remain on 

permanent territories. Inhabits heavily wooded areas and thickets. May occasionally forage in 
open country after nesting season; generally forages at low to middle levels. Omnivorous; eats 
insects, spiders, small vertebrates (including eggs and young of other birds), fruits, berries, and 
seeds of grass, weeds, and trees. 


blue crown 


and nape black bill 


black throat, 
face, and chest 


light green to 
greenish yellow 
underparts 


bluish green tail 
with yellow outer ’ : 
tail feathers 

f black legs 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester; cooperative breeder with helpers at nest. Only 
1 pair in each flock breeds. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 17-18 days by female. Altricial young 
stay in nest 19-22 days. Brooded by both sexes. Fed by both None in North American range. 
sexes and helpers. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common in restricted US range. Stable. Range 


expanding west and northwest. 
Flight Pattern 


¢ FEEDERS Suet, corn, nuts, 
and sunflower seeds. 

¢ CONSERVATION Small US 
population is vulnerable to loss 
of riparian habitat due to human 
development and agriculture. 


Direct flight with steady buoyant wing 
beats. Glides between perches within trees, 


between trees, or from tree to ground. 


Nest Identification Large platform supports cup of thorny twigs ® lined with leaves, roots, vines, 


moss, and grass @ in deciduous trees or shrubs 5-30 feet above ground ¢ built by 


both sexes and sometimes other birds © 3—5, most often 4, grayish white, green- 


white, or buff eggs with brown, gray, and lavender markings; oval to short oval, 


Shape @y Location bial i 


1.1 x 0.8 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Fabitatee @& a» 


Migration Nonmigratory | “8M 2.7 ounces 


DATE oe LIME LOCATION 
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Family CORVIDAE Species Cygnocorax morio | “8th 15-17 inches | WINESP8N 30 inches 


BROWN JAY 

Large and noisy with a long graduated tail and short brushy crest, the 
Brown Jay is considered a cooperative bird and is often observed helping 
other parents and guarding their young. A young Brown Jay can be 
distinguished by its yellow bill and eye rings. In the US the species is 
restricted to the lower Rio Grande Valley of ‘Texas in the vicinity of 
Falcon Dam, but in Mexico and Central America the Brown Jay is 
widespread and fairly common. 


@ SONG Harsh nasal call of say/ say! jay! or kyeeeah, 

J ik oy anal ; Bl ig R | short brushy crest 
yeceah, Kyeeeah! \s similar to a Blue Jay or Ked- — dark sooty brown si aac 
shouldered Hawk but louder. Also makes steadily Joy and wings 

repeated soft mewing. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Noisy and gregarious. 
Forms flocks of 6-15 birds 
composed mostly of 


black bill 


cream belly and 
undertail coverts 


‘e long SOOTY 

brown tail 
family members in which 
1 monogamous pair may nest with 
young fed by several members of 
flock, or several females may lay eggs in 
a communal nest with young fed by helpers. 
New flocks are formed by young birds splitting off from 
original flock. Omnivorous; eats wide variety of insects, small vertebrates, eggs, seeds, nuts, 
fruits, and berries. Feeds from low to high and sometimes on ground. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester but sometimes communal; cooperative with 
helpers at nest. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 18-20 days by female and other birds. 
Altricial young stay in nest 22-31 days. Fed by both parents and 
other adult birds. 1—2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon to rare and local in lower Rio 
Grande Valley of southern ‘Texas. 


e FEEDERS Fruit, nuts, 


Flight Pattern sunflower seeds, and suet. 
© CONSERVATION 
> 4 Vulnerable to loss of riparian 
woodland habitat due to human 
Steady buoyant, somewhat bouncy wing development and agriculture, 
beats. Glides between perches among particularly in the lower Rio 
trees, and from trees to ground. Grande Valley. 


Nest Identification 


Shape @y Location & Rie 
b= 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ee @ oe Migration Nionmigratory | We'€4t 7.2 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


ned with twigs and other vegetation ® on horizontal limb far from trunk 


Li 
23-70 feet above ground ® built by both sexes and other birds ¢ 1-8 blue-gray 


ry 


eggs with brown markings; oval, 1.3 x 0.9 inches. 
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Family CORVIDAE Species 4 phelocoma coerulescens \*®8 11 inches Wingspan 16 inches 


FLORIDA SCRUB-JAY es 


This threatened species is restricted to scrublands supercilium 
across central Florida and dense growths of low 

oaks, myrtles, sand pines, palmettos, and thickets 

along the East and West Coasts. Inquisitive and blue head 
intelligent, the Florida Scrub-Jay steals and 
stashes bright items such as forks, bits of 


Ye black bill 


glassware, and jewelry, much like the grayish Wiibiches 
: ; aime a ACRKISH eye 
American Crow. It also caches acorns tan back patch 
and nuts, storing them in shallow ao 
pits or sand and covering them ie al 
: 5 body epi 
: white throat 


with leaves and stones. and breast with 


dusky bluish 


streaks 


ale gray to tannish 
Oo . 


blue tail ¢ gray underparts 


blue wings 


While searching for buried food, 

this bird swings its bill from side to 
side. It is quiet for a jay and 1s rather 
easily overlooked by the casual observer. 
¢ SONG Harsh throaty guay-quay-quay or 
cheek-cheek-cheek. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Sometimes solitary but 

usually in small family groups. Hops on ground as it forages for food at low to middle levels in 
vegetation. Omnivorous; eats wide variety of mice, eggs and young of smaller birds, scorpions, 
turtles, mollusks, insects, spiders, ticks, and mites; also eats plant matter, including acorns, nuts, 
corn, and fruit. ‘Tame in picnic areas and campgrounds; will 
pilfer food and take peanuts from human fingers or lips. Major 


disperser for oaks and pines. — BLUE JAY 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Cooperative. Fledglings often > Slightly larger, chunkier 
remain in territory for several years to help care for nestlings. fe oe ne eect 
® NESTING Incubation 15-17 days by female. Altricial young nape: blue back: bold 
stay in. nest 18-19 days. Fed by both sexes and other helper white spots on wings 


and tail. 


birds. 1 brood per year (rarely 2). 
© POPULATION Uncommon. Declining and threatened; reduced 


by an estimated 90 percent 
Flight Pattern 


during 20th century. 
7 


® FEEDERS Sunflower seeds, 
scratch feed, suet, and bread. 

Direct flight with steady buoyant wing 

beats. Glides between perches within tree, 


© CONSERVATION Decline 
between trees, and from tree to ground. 


due to habitat destruction. 
Pee ee 


Often hit and killed by 
Nest Identification Bulky sticks ¢ lined with roots, twigs, moss, grass, and hair ¢ on horizontal 
branch or in crotch of low tree or bush 2-12 feet above ground ¢ built by both 


automobiles. 


sexes ® 2-5 pale green eggs irregularly spotted with reddish brown; ovate to 


Shape Location St 
pe @ = Ay elongate ovate, 1.1 x 0.8 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Wabitat sy Migration Nonmigratory | We'&ht 2.8 ounces 


, 


DATE __ TIME LOCATION 
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Family CORVIDAE Species 4 phelocoma californica | ‘©"8Y 11 inches Wingspan 16 inches 


WESTERN SCRUB-JAY 


Until recently the Western, Island, and Florida 

Scrub-Jays were considered races of one species, 

the Scrub Jay. rE he Western Scrub-Jay has a large ee 
range over varying habitats, and the several dark eye patch 
races currently accepted show some 
differences in plumage, including 

intensity of blue upperparts, color of 
crissum, and size of bill. This tame, 

bold bird serves as a major disperser 

of oak forests because of its habit 

of caching acorns 1n the earth for gyofy brown 
winter stores. Found near back 
urban areas, it will 
sometimes take food from 
the hand of a human. 


dark blue 
upperparts 


o—_— 


white throat outlined 
with blue necklace 


blue band 


on chest 


long blue tail e——~ 


tt 


variable whitish, 
buff, and grayish 
underparts 


¢ SONG Noisy. Call is a hoarse 
repeated shreep or quay-quay-quay. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Often in pairs or small flocks. Perches in the PINYON JAY 

open on trees, shrubs, or wires. Forages on ground and in trees j Blue overall; white- 

for food. Eats insects, various grains, small lizards, frogs, various slaaiag abiecccmsone lala 
fruits, and eggs and young of other birds. Courting male hops itera a 
around female with upright posture, head erect, and spread tail 
dragging the ground. Unlike the eastern Florida Scrub-Jay, pairs 


MEXICAN JAY 


Chunkier; lacks white 
supercilium; lacks white 


hold individual territories and have no helpers at the nest. ie: throat with blue necklace; 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. ; Braver Breast and threat 

; 2 : : without strong contrast 
¢ NESTING Incubation 15-17 days by female; male feeds between them ® limited 


female during incubation. Altricial young stay in nest range in the Southwest. 
18-19 days, brooded by female, but fed by both sexes. 1 brood 
per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common to common in scrub 
vegetation and in pine-oak- 
juniper woodlands. 

e FEEDERS Attracted to 
feeder with nuts, sunflower 
seed, and fruit. 


Flies with steady buoyant wing beats. 
Glides between perches within trees, 
between trees, and from tree to ground. 


a Nest Identification ‘Twigs, grass, and moss, lined with finer rootlets and sometimes animal hair ® in 
= = tree or shrub, 5-30 feet above ground ® built by both sexes © 2-7 light green or 
gray eggs, with brown, reddish brown, or olive spots; oval to long oval, 


1.1 x 0.8 inches. 


Weight 2 8 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family CORVIDAE Species Nyvifraga columbiana | ‘®°8Y 12.5 inches Wingspan 18 inches 


CLARK’S NUTCRACKER 


Far from shy, this fearless bird can be seen chasing coyotes, 
barging into tents of campers, or flying toward the sound of an 
imitation owl call. It is named after Captain William Clark of Mes eae 
the Lewis and Clark expedition. An avid forager, this bird Ny 
gathers and stores its surplus pine nuts and seeds in caches in 
the ground by tens of thousands per year. hey become its . 
principal food from late winter to early summer, and those a 
that germinate become important for the distribution 
of conifers. In flight the white tail with black central 
tail feathers and white secondary patch on the sedi ball : 
black wings contrast with the pale gray body. gray body e—=—_ 
It resides in coniferous forests in the Lo. 
mountains between three- and thirteen- 
thousand feet near the timberline. 
¢ SONG Noisy. Gives a 
very nasal rasping 
drawling dragged-out 
caw or k£7a-d-a. ae 
¢ BEHAVIOR 
Gregarious; tame; 
curious. Eats white Isl ea 
insects and nuts, black central tail 
including the shell. feathers . 
Can carry 70-95 pine seeds ei 
) and feet 
at a time in sublingual pouch in 
mouth for winter cache. Sometimes 
invades human habitation, campgrounds, or picnic 
tables for scraps. Forages for food by walking or hopping on 
ground, or by pecking trees, woodpecker-style, for insects; may 
hawk flying insects like a flycatcher. Also takes bird eggs, 
nestlings, lizards, small mammals, and carrion. Can find 


black wings with 
white secondaries 
Jorming patch on back 
of inner wing 


: . os; GRAY JAY 
thousands of buried seeds annually by memory. Slimmer; longer, 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. : uniformly gray tail; 
ao yee ; ; — p lacks white in wings; 
¢ NESTING Incubation 16-18 days by both sexes. Altricial wadforenly duces 


young stay in nest 18-21 days. Brooded by female. Fed by both wings; black nape; short 
sexes. | brood per year. black bill. 
¢ POPULATION Common. Fluctuates from year to year but 


remains stable. Eruptions to 
Flight Pattern desert and lowlands every 
. 10-20 years. Accidental in East. 
Crowlike flight with slow steady deep 
deliberate wing beats. Sometimes 


¢ FEEDERS Sunflower seeds. 
alternates several rapid wing beats with 


® CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 
logging operations in mountain 
coniferous forests. 


long glides. 


Platform of small sticks and pieces of bark ¢ lined with pine needles, leaves, and 
grass ® on far end of horizontal branch of conifer 8—50 feet above ground ® built 
by both sexes @ 2-6 pale green or gray-green eggs marked with brown, olive, or 


Nest Identification 


Shape pQ «gy Location ive gray; long oval pointed at small end; vary from ovate to elliptical ovate, 


1.3 inches long. 


Flumeee Sexes similar | Hebitet ge ae 4 Migration Nonmigratory | “8M 5.0 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Length 175-22 inches | WiN€SP@" 24 inches 


Family CORVIDAE Specles Pica hudsonia 


BLACK-BILLED MAGPIE 

‘The Black-billed Magpie is one of four songbirds that has a tail 
more than half the length of its body; one other is a magpie 
and two are flycatchers. As part of courtship, the male and 
female build large intricate structures for their nest, 
which they use year after year, producing a mud- 
based domed structure of sticks with a side 

entrance that may be two to four feet high. 

Other birds often seek shelter from storms 

in used magpie nests or nest in them 

themselves. In flight this bird appears white 
black and white with large flashing tertials 
white patches in the short 
rounded wings and a long dark 
green tail trailing behind. 
e SONG Noisy. Call is 
plaintive nasal mag. 

Also utters bold raspy 
repetitive chuck- 
chuck-chuck and has 
melodic whistle. 
¢ BEHAVIOR 
Gregarious. 
‘Travels in family 
flocks of 6-10 birds; 

in winter joins flocks of up to 

50 or more birds. Forages for food on ground, walking or 
hopping. Eats insects, larvae, and carrion. Also picks ticks off 
backs of elk, deer, and livestock. Caches food when plentiful. 
Frequents open country with brushy thickets and scattered 
trees, especially riparian groves. Roosts communally. 


black head 


heavy 
black back black bill 


and rump 


—e black breast 


white primary 
wing patches ¢ 
~e white sides 


Gy and belly 


sf 


black undertail 
coverTS 


black legs 


Ye graduated iridescent : 
and feet 


blackish green tail is 
9.5—12 inches long 


YELLOW-BILLED 
ator a : F ; MAGPIE 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Small colonies. Pairs may stay Yellow bill: yellow patch 


together all year and form long-term bonds. 


of bare skin below or 


ee : : Sole around eye; smaller 
¢ NESTING Incubation 16-21 days by female. Altricial young ea 
’ . , 5 e western range, but 


brooded by female but fed by both sexes. First flight at Black-billed may 


25-32 days. 1 brood per year. casually wander into 
Yellow -billed’s range. 


¢ POPULATION Common and widespread in rangeland and 
scrubland with open woodlands and thickets, especially near water. 

Casual in the East and the 
Southwest in winter. Some 

eastern birds may be escapees. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
‘Thousands have been killed by 
accidentally ingesting poisoned 
bait intended for predators in 
rangeland. 


Direct flight with slow, steady deliberate 
somewhat shallow wing beats. Often glides 
between perches or from perch to ground. 


Nest Identification 


Shape 9) Location & dy 
Ed ss : stp 
usually subelliptical but sometimes long oval, 1.3 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat Le @ we aw Migration Nonmigratory | “8 6.6 ounces 


24-foot-high outside platform and roof made of sticks, mud, and thorny material 
¢ inside cup made of stems, rootlets, and horsehair @ on limb of tree or shrub, 
typically no more than 25 feet above ground but up to 50 feet ¢ built by female 


with materials brought by male ¢ 7-13 greenish gray eggs marked with browns; 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family CORVIDAE SPECIES Corus monedula 


EURASIAN JACKDAW 
Since 1983 this active Eurasian bird has been making its 
way as a casual visitor to southeastern Canada and the 
northeastern United States. For a period of time, a pair 
even nested in Pennsylvania; however, the species has 
been unable to survive there and the small population 

is almost gone. It is believed that most, if not all, of 

the little corvids were ship-assisted in making gray nape and 
the Atlantic crossing to North America. Its ear patches 
smaller size, gray ear patches and nape, and 
light gray eyes set it apart from other 


Length 13 


inches Wingspan 17 5 inches 


pale gray eyes @ 


dark glossy blue- 


crows in the Northeast. black metallic 
e SONG Calls include a soft hack sheen on back 
and shoulders 


and a grating clipped metallic sow 
or kyow. Often repeats calls 
several times. 

e¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. 
In pairs or small groups. 
Joins other corvids in 
foraging and often uses 
communal roosts. Hops or 
walks on ground with 
quicker jerkier gait than 
most other crows. Hops 
on branches in trees. 
Forages in open and 
cultivated country. 
Omnivorous, eating 
seeds, fruits, berries, 
large insects, small 
reptiles, amphibians, small 

rodents, and eggs and nestlings of other birds. Unusual among 
corvids, it nests in holes in trees, rocks, buildings, pipes, cliffs, 
and even rabbit burrows. Nomadic. 

@ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary or colonial. agothercorvid in North Amesoisbes 
¢ NESTING Incubation 18-19 days by female. Young altricial; the combination of light eyes and 
brooded by female; stay in nest 30-35 days, fed by both sexes. Say aps aie eopae 

1 brood per year. 


black OVE rall 


No other black bird, and especially 


¢ POPULATION Accidental to 
Flight Pattern casual in southeastern Canada 
from Ontario to Nova Scotia 
and to northeastern US from 
Pennsylvania to New England. 
@ FEEDERS Will come to 
feeders for sunflower seed, 
bread, and suet. 


Flies with somewhat jerky buoyant wing 
beats. Glides between perches within trees, 
between trees, and from perch to ground. 


Nest Identification 


Location @& sp i 
eli 


Habitat «, 


[wigs and grasses, lined with finer grasses and wool ¢ in tree holes, ridges of 
cliffs, burrows, under roofs, crevices, pipes, etc. ® built by both sexes ¢ 4—6 light 
bluish green or buff eggs, with fine dots of brown; oval to long oval, 


Shape ogy 


1.4 x 1.0 inches. 


Migration Northern birds migrate | “@'8" 8.6 ounces 


DATE _ TIME __ LOCATION 


Plumage Sexes similar 
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Family CORVIDAE Species Corrs brachyrhynchos | *®?8th 17.5 inches 


AMERICAN CROW 


One of the most widely distributed and recognized birds 

in North America, the American Crow ts entirely black brocn wes 
from beak to toe to tail with a glossy purple-blue | 
sheen. Studies of these intelligent birds have shown 
that they can count, solve puzzles, learn symbols, 
and retain information. They often are seen 

chasing and mobbing owls and hawks. 
Huge flocks from a few hundred to as 
many as 200,000 birds may assemble in 
winter to roost, travel, and feed 
together. Often persecuted, shot, 


Wingspan 3340 inches 


black bill 


iridescent violet 
gloss On bod y 


black overall 


poisoned, and even bombed on iridescent blue- 
its roost in the past, this crow violet and green- 


| , blue gloss on wings 
still lives among us by its g WING 


intelligence and adaptability and 

is common throughout its range. 

¢ SONG Familiar loud call of 

Caw@-caw With many variations. 

Nasal begging call like wh-uwah 

of the Fish Crow. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. 
Omnivorous; eats insects, many 

other small invertebrates from 
millipedes to snails, small amphibians, 
small reptiles, small mammals, eggs and 
young of other birds, waste corn and other grains, fruits, 
field crops, garbage, and carrion. Mobs avian predators, calling COMMON RAVEN 
gangs of crows together to harass a large hawk or owl on a perch Larger; heavier stout bill; 
or drive it out of the area. Catches up to a soaring hawk and Sheiesy Uaveae rennet 
repeatedly dives on it from above, often forcing it down into the 
shelter of trees below. Breaks mollusk shells by dropping them 
on rocks from above. 


black legs and feet 


wedge-shaped tail; 
different voice. 

FISH CROW 

Smaller; more pointed 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Sometimes RY — wings; proportionally 


See . smaller more slender bill 
known to be cooperative. rae 
and longer tail; nasal, 


¢ NESTING Incubation 18 days by both sexes. Altricial young higher-pitched call 
stay in nest 28-35 days. Brooded by female. Fed by both sexes Pentti 
and extra birds. 1 brood per year, 2 in the South. 
¢ POPULATION Abundant. 
Flight Pattern Adapting as habitat developed 

by humans. 
¢ CONSERVATION Widely 
persecuted in the past by 
Slow steady deliberate direct flight with > be tes ; 

‘ es cae ; farmers and hunters. Still legally 
deep wing beats. Glides with slight dihedral Z : . : 
from altitude to perch or ground, between hunted for sport in many states. 


perches, and from perch to ground. 


Nest Identification 


Shape pg «gy Location bai by 


— if 


Made of twigs and branches ® lined with tree material, grass, feathers, moss, 
leaves, and hair ® in fork of tree or shrub or cross arms of utility pole 0-100 feet 


above ground; sometimes on ground in prairie @ built by both sexes and 


sometimes extra birds ¢ 3-7 bluish green to olive-green eggs marked with brown 
and gray; oval, 1.6 x 1.1 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Fabitatee @& J@ oS 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Weight 1.0 pound 


Migration Some migrate 
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Family CORVIDAE Species Corvus imparatus | ‘©"80 14-15 inches | WiN€sPan 25_28 inches 


TAMAULIPAS CROW a 


Historically an endemic of northeastern Mexico, ae 

; ie ; iridescent purple 
this species has settled in the winter in the sheen on head @ 
Lower Rio Grande Valley of ‘Texas, especially 
near the city of Brownsville, where the species 
has been recorded since 1968. Once called 
the Mexican Crow, this gregarious small- eee 
bodied bird is highly adaptable. ‘Uhe most purple sheen 
dependable place to see the bird in on upperparts @ 
‘Texas has been the municipal dump in 
Brownsville. It is the smallest crow 
that has nested in the US, and it 1s 
possible to mistake it fora 
Great-tailed Grackle, but in 
flight note that this crow’s 
tail is short and squared. 
e SONG Utters a 
throaty craw or 
khurr, or sometimes 
a shrieking creow. 
Also has a low 
guttural croaking 
similar to the 
croaking of a frog. 
e¢ BEHAVIOR 
Solitary or in pairs or 
flocks; gregarious after 
breeding season. Eats 
insects, grains, carrion, refuse, eggs 
and young of other birds, and some fruits. Walks and hops on 
ground as it forages for food. Frequents open and semiopen 
areas with trees, brush, and thickets. Often found scavenging 
around towns, garbage dumps, and tn agricultural areas. Often in 
large foraging flocks after the breeding season; roosts in 
communal roosts. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 
e NESTING Incubation 17-18 days by female. Young altricial; 
stay in nest 30-35 days, brooded by female and fed by both 


sexes. 1 brood per year. 
Flight Pattern 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon 
‘ 


to fairly common and local. 
Rapid direct flight on steadily beating 


slender 


black bill 


—e glossy black overall 


Ye glossy blue to 
blue-green underparts 


e squared tail 


black legs and feet 


GREAT- TAILED 
GRACKLE GC 
ee Whitish yellow eyes; 


longer, keel-shaped tail; 


glossy black overall with 


purplish sheen. 


CHIHUAHUAN RAVEN 
Larger; heavy bill; 


wedge-shaped tail; 


croaking voice; plumage 


not glossy. 


Some declines have occurred in 
southern ‘Texas in recent years. 
Common to fairly common in 
northeastern Mexico. Adaptable 
to habitat changes. 


wings. Glides from altitude to perch; glides 


between perches and from perch to ground. 


Nest Identification - ; . rer ; 
Sticks and plant fibers, lined with softer materials ¢ in fork of tree ¢ built by 


both sexes @ 4-5 pale blue to blue-gray eggs, with brown or olive-buff streaks; 


Shape 2 Sy Location i Sy subelliptical to long oval, 1.1 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat > » W® Migration Nonmigratory | “e'8ht Undetermined 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family CORVIDAE Species Corvus ossifragus | *©%8M 15 inches WINESPAN 30_4() inches 


FISH CROW 

An active scavenger, the Fish Crow frequently harasses gulls and 
terns in attempts to force them to surrender their prey. It also 
raids the unguarded nests of other birds, particularly 


shorebirds, egrets and herons, or turtles, flying away with 
their eggs in its bill. In the winter, sometimes 
thousands of these crows can be seen roosting 
together. Smaller than the similar American 
Crow, the Fish Crow is never far away 
from water, living along the coast 

and penetrating inland mainly 

along major rivers. Although 

primarily nonmigratory, birds in 

the northwestern part of the 

range are migratory inland. pointed 
¢ SONG Call is a high- ik a 
pitched nasal ca-Aah or aw-uk. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious 
and sociable. Will feed 
inland but usually feeds in 
shallow waters along 
coastline and salt marshes. 
Omnivorous. Sometimes a 
major nest predator at 
heronries. Eats a wide 
variety of crustaceans, 


® slende) 


blac V4 bill 


—_——e slender 


bla b body 


Se black legs 
carrion, eggs of other and feet 
birds, insects and insect 
larvae, fish, ticks from 
livestock, various 


—_———e fan-shaped tail 


berries, and some fruits. 
Drops mollusks from the 

air to break them on 

rocks, highways, wharves, etc. 


Similar Birds 


AMERICAN CROW 
Slightly larger; larger 


Often hovers over water or land, searching pits (eogoreninalls 
for prey before dropping down to grab it. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Small colonies. 


@ NESTING Incubation 16-18 days by both sexes. Young 
altricial; brooded by female; 

Flight stay in nest at least 21 days, fed 
by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common 
especially along the coast. ‘This 
bird’s range is increasing and 
expanding to the north as well 
as inland. 


larger head; shorte1 


tail; call is a lower 


clearer caw. 


Pattern 


Flies with somewhat stiff wing beats, 
alternating several quick wing strokes 
with long glides. Hovers when foraging. 


Dried twigs with lining of bark chips, pine needles, feathers, horse and 
cattle hair, and soft grasses ® set fairly high in fork of shrub or topmost 
crotch of deciduous tree or conifer, 6—90 feet above ground ® built by both 
Shape wy Location a iad ae sexes @ 4-5 bluish or grayish green eggs marked with brown and gray spots; 


oval, 1.5 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ~ Migration Nonmigratory | “&'8h 10.6 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family CORVIDAE Species Corvus cryptoleucus Wingspan 38 inches 


CHIHUAHUAN RAVEN & 
Sometimes called the White-necked Raven, this bird ] 
has white bases on the back of the neck and lower 

throat feathers that show only when ruffled by the black overall with 
: | ’ purple gloss 


Length 19.5 inches 


wind or when the bird becomes agitated. Highly 
adventuresome, these birds sometimes dive into | 
rotating air masses or dust devils and allow 

themselves to be taken for an upward ride. A 
small raven of arid grasslands, scrublands, and 


desert, it uses the endless strings of utility 
poles crossing the barren landscapes it 
inhabits as lookout stations, resting 
places, and nesting locations, 
placing nests high on the cross- 
arms of the poles. 

© SONG Call is drawling 
crooaak. Utters guttural quark, 
quark as a warning call. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. 
Active forager and scavenger. 
Eats wide variety of insects, 
insect larvae, spiders, worms, 
snails, earthworms, small 
mammals, lizards, eggs and 
young of other birds, carrion, 
grains, nuts, corn, cactus fruit, and scraps of human food. Breeds 
late in season, timing nesting with food availability. Forms 
flocks soon after nesting season that may become enormous, 
numbering in the thousands before winter. Male ruffles neck COMMON RAVEN 
feathers in courtship display and engages in acrobatic aerial Meme tke ae 
| display for female. Then male and female sit next to each other bases ees neck 
and rub bills, bow to one another, and raise wings. and throat feathers. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. AMERICAN CROW 
Smaller; smaller bill; 


heavy 


bill 


black legs and feet 


S 
‘e wedge-shaped tail 


¢ NESTING Incubation 18-21 days by both sexes. Altricial cane 

; 5 e a4 7 fan-shaped tail; dark 
young stay in nest 30 days. Brooded by female. Fed by both . gray bases on neck and 
sexes. 1 brood per year. throat feathers; 


different call. 


¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common in arid to semiarid 
grassland, rangeland, and desert. 


¢ CONSERVATION Formerly 
highly persecuted by ranchers 
and farmers who considered 
them pests or threats to 
livestock; they were 
systematically shot and 
poisoned by the thousands in 
control programs. 


Flight Pattern 


Big hn skg hs 


Alternates between several deep wing 


beats and short to long glides; glides from 


altitude to ground or perch. Soars 


effortlessly on thermals and updrafts. 


Nest Identification 


Shape g¢ Locatio Na] 
ap pvvok Nd ation at: Ca iz 


Prickly sticks and sometimes barbed wire ¢ lined with bark chips, grass, hair, and 
bits of refuse ® in fork of tree or shrub 9-40 feet above ground; sometimes on 


man-made structures such as windmills or utility poles ¢ built by female ¢ 3-8 


pale or grayish green eggs with lilac and brown markings; subelliptical to long 


Weight 1.2 pounds 


oval, 1.8 x 1.3 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | “abitat ae Le ww | Migration Most do not migrate 


DATE _ __ TIME. LOCATION 
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Family CORVIDAE Length 9426 inches | WiM&SPan 4656 inches 


COMMON RAVEN 

‘This magnificent flier is the aerial equal of hawks and falcons 

and is the largest passerine, or perching bird, in North America. 
If any bird truly enjoys flying to the point of playing in the air, 

it must be this raven. Intelligent resourceful hunters and 


scavengers, groups of these birds, penn by stiff tufts of 


have been observed working feathers extending about a 
vethe . > prev th: @ third of the way out the bill ; 
togethe r to Capture prey that 4 4 black overall with 


is too large for one bird to 
conquer. It is a revered 
totem and spirit to 

many Native Americans. 
Adults are glossy black 
overall, with a huge 
“Roman nose,” and 
shaggy throat feathers that 
can be elevated or sleeked 
down. ‘The female is similar to black legs 
the male but smaller. Old eee 
e SONG Variety of vocalizations, 
some quite musical, but most often a 
croaking drawling croooaaak or cur-ruk 
or metallic fof. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Tame. Quick learner. Solitary 
or in pairs or small groups. Gregarious in winter, 
when it may occur in large foraging flocks and nightly 
communal roosts. Active forager, scavenger, and hunter. 
Omnivorous; eats wide variety of small invertebrates, from 
tadpoles and shellfish to worms and insects. Also takes many 
small vertebrates, including minnows, eggs and young of other 
birds, and rodents, as well as carrion and refuse. Elaborate 
courtship flight with great display of acrobatics and pair flying, 
male above female, wing-tip to wing-tip and heads touching. 


iridescent purple 


_»@ and violet sheen 


long 


heavy bill 


long we de = 
shaped tail with 
long central tail 


feathers ’ 


AMERICAN CROW 
Smaller; smaller bill; 
lacks shaggy throat 

feathers; fan-shaped 


tail; different call. 


CHIHUAHUAN RAVEN 
Smaller; shorter bill and 


wings: nasal bristles 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary; small, loose colonies in 
the North. Mates for life. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 18-21 days by female. Altricial young 
stay in nest 38-44 days. Brooded by female. Fed by both sexes. 
1 brood per year. 


Flight Pattern 


Strong flight, often rising in circles. 
Alternates deep wing beats with long 


extend farther out on 
culmen; white-based 
neck and throat 


feathers. 


¢ POPULATION Common. 
Expanding in California; also in 
Appalachians into areas where 
birds had been extirpated. 

¢ CONSERVATION In past 
was shot, trapped, and poisoned 
for alleged damage to wild 
game and domesticated animals. 


glides or soaring on flat wings like a hawk. 
Soars on thermals and updrafts. 


Nest Identification 


Shape po € Location z, b>. & 


Branches and sticks on outside; cup made of small sticks ¢ lined with bark chips, 
animal hair, sheep’s wool, lichens, moss, seaweed, and grass ® on cliff near water, 
in mountains, or in fork of tree 45-80 feet above ground ® built by both sexes ¢ 


3-7 greenish or gray-green eggs with brown or olive spots; subelliptical to long 
oval, 2 x 1.4 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | 4abitat___ as @ © oe | Migration Nonmigratory | Wee" 2.7 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Species Eremophila alpestris; "8 7_8 inches 


HORNED LARK aa 


The Horned Lark is one of the most 
widespread songbirds in North America. . 
The spectacular display flight of the male hornlike black tufts on ——= 
bird begins with an ascending flight as head connected by black- yellowish to 
white face and 


Family Ar AUDIDAE 


Wingspan 12 514 inches _ 


high as 800 feet. Singing, he then bordered forecrown _ rae 
a0 : : ss JOTCHEaAG 
circles, closes his wings, and drops hen Ge = x: 
= black lores and eS 
headfirst almost to the ground, “odehurns” B— 2 Llack 
where he opens his wings at the last bill 
second. He then struts around the brown back pale yellow 


to white 


and rump 
throat 


female with his wings drooped 
and horns erect. The female 
appears similar to the male 
but is duller in color and 

lacks the black crown. In 
flight note the white 
underparts, including 
the wings and wing 
linings, the black 

tail with white 
outer tail 
feathers, and 
black legs 

and feet. 


black bib 


brown wings 


white underparts 
with sandy buff wash 
on sides and flanks 


black tail with 
white Our r feathers 


¢ SONG Given from ground or in high, circling flight. Sings 
series of bell-like, tinkling notes pi/-wit, wee-pit, pit-wee. Call is tsee-tete or eet. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Pairs: gregarious in winter, forming large flocks 
sometimes mixed with Snow Buntings and longspurs. Walks and Similar Bir 
runs rather than hops. Forages on ground, often in open fields AMERICAN PIPIT 
with bare soil, pebbles, or short, sparse vegetation. Eats mostly Gray upperparts; brown- 
seeds, grains, insects, and small mollusks. Often found in streaked whiush = 

; : ; ; underparts; dark grayish 
agricultural areas, to which it has adapted for nesting and 


gD 


brown tail with white 


foraging, on country roadways and farm roads standing and outer tail feathers; bobs 

walking on pavement or gravel. This bird nests as early as tail continuously; lacks 
. : i : : ce I , face pattern, and 

February in the South. In courtship males perform display Tat. 
. ; : black bib © cinnamon- 

flights and skylark. buff underparts in 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary to gregarious. ee 


¢ NESTING Incubation 11-12 days by female. Altricial young 
stay in nest 9-12 days. Brooded 
Flight Pattern : 
1 brood per year in the North, 
a 
¢ POPULATION Common. 
Has expanded eastern range 


by female. Fed by both sexes. 
| TA a, 2 in the South. 
A ee A : 
since early 1800s because of 


\fter each wing beat folds wing feathers 


close to bodv. 


agriculture. 


Nest Identification — 
Grass ¢ lined with feathers and soft materials @ in shallow depression, natural or 


dug by female, often near clumps of dirt or animal manure ¢ built by female 


Shape -ee cggy LOCATION me a= 4 e 2-5 gray or greenish eggs dotted with browns; subelliptical, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat __ ® Migration \figratory ——«| “e"8t 1.1 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family F{TRUNDINIDAE Species Progne subis Length 7 258.5 inches | “iM8SPAN 15 516.75 inches 


PURPLE MARTIN 


Colonies once nested in holes in tall dead trees 
and saguaro cacti. ‘Today the largest North 
American swallow usually nests in man-made 
multidwelling martin houses, sometimes with 
hundreds of pairs nesting together. Martin houses 
were inspired by the Native American custom of 
placing empty gourds on tall poles to attract the 
Purple Martin for aesthetic reasons and to 
reduce the insect population around villages and 
crops. Juvenile males have browner upperparts 
with whitish bellies and some purple sheen to 
their bodies. Juvenile females are brown overall 
with whitish bellies. A long-distant migrant, it 
winters from Venezuela to southeastern Brazil. 


dark iridescent 


purplish blue overall 


FIRST 
: ELk : P : 2 2 SPRING 
e SONG A variety of rich low-pitched liquid gurgling -— MALE 


notes and chirruping, mixed with cackling and varying 

in pitch. Songs often given predawn and in flight. 

¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs or colonies. In fall, 

communal migratory and roosting flocks 

may number in the tens of thousands. 

Mostly catches and eats insects in 
flight, but also forages on bluish gray | eh Similar Birds “~~ 
ground. Nesting birds will eat upperparts , . TREE nts 
broken eggshells placed for grayish to i Smaller; entire 


them. Frequents open whitish ee f Manienparis one might 


' ; eae | lower breast '€ ae ; A white with no grayish 
country, rural agricultural and belly e—We 1, tone; dark glossy blue- 


areas, especially near water, wor ereen upperparts 

| and urban/suburban areas. oe ¢ juveniles and first 
Pas : : . i spring adults have 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 

) RQ x Tari AQ Alawe ; 

NES PING Incubation 15-18 days by | @ GRw-preasteD 

female. Young altricial; brooded by female; it S) MARTIN CO 


browner upperparts. 


stay in nest 26-31 days, fed by both sexes. t—e forked me = Smaller, gray-brown 


; ‘ace, throat, and flanks; 
1—3 broods per year. tail face, throat, and flanks 
i dusky gray-brown 


e POPULATION Common; declining, i underparts; dark bluish 
especially in the West. FEMALE upperparts; cleft tail 

z i . ® eastern range. 
¢ BIRDHOUSES Man-made martin houses and gourds. 


¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical migrant. National Audubon 
-- Society Blue List. Practice of 
Flight Pattern removing dead cavity-filled 
trees, especially in riparian 
areas, has reduced nesting sites. 
Introduced European Starling 
Strong graceful flight with few rapid wing and House Sparrow compete for 
beats followed by long glides. Often flies nesting cavities. 
in circles while gliding. 


ee ieee | : , : Saeh : 
entification — | Grasses, leaves, mud, feathers, and bits of debris © in martin houses, old 
: Mae al Me . 


woodpecker holes in trees and cacti, or in ridges in cliffs or large rocks 
e 5-20 feet above ground ® built by both sexes ¢ 3-8 plain white eggs; oval to 


Location 2 & hy z ii long oval, 0.96 x 0.68 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Migration Migratory Weight 1.7 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family HIRUNDINIDAE Species Pryone cryptoleuca | “© 7.25 inches Wingspan 15.5 inches 


CUBAN MARTIN ce 


Nesting in Cuba and on the Isle of Pines, 
this little-known bird is accidental in 
Florida. It is similar to the Purple 
Martin, and males are impossible to 
distinguish from one another in the 
field. ‘The Cuban Martin previously 
was considered a race of the Purple 
Martin (P. swdis), or the Caribbean 
Martin (P. dominicensis) a species 
which has never been found in 
North America. Males are dark 
iridescent purplish blue overall 

with concealed white feathers on 
the belly. Females and juveniles 

are duller than the adult males 

and have white underparts with 
grayish brown upper breast and 
sides. In flight, adult females 

show a bluish purple nape and bluish purple cap 
upperparts, blackish flight extends 10 eye ¢ 
feathers, and a blackish 
notched tail. 

¢ SONG Gives a liquid- 
sounding twangy chew. 

e BEHAVIOR Fairly 


dark iridescent 
purplish blue 


overall 


MALE 


concealed white 
bands on belly 


brown breast, 


gregarious, especially in thee sides. throut slightly forked tail 
evening. It often flies high on ey ee and chin 


updrafts along cliffs bordering — deasr, belly, 
the sea. Martins catch most of — avd undertail 
their food while in flight, eee 
often at rather high altitudes, 


but they also forage for food PURPLE MARTIN 


Larger ® males 


blackish flight 


close to the ground and low feathers and adasiete 
over the water's surface. Diet is blackish — $ feinale and inweade 
primarily flying insects, some notched tail paler on breast and 
spiders, fruits, and seeds. chest. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Loose FEMALE 

colonies. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 
15-18 days by the female. 
Young altricial; remain in nest 
26-31 days, fed by both sexes. 
1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Found once 
in Key West, Florida in 1895. 


Nest Identification i eae : Mae 
Iwigs, dried grasses, stems, and leaves, lined with fine materials ¢ in cavity of 


rocks, tree, or in man-made structure ¢ 8-30 feet above ground ¢ built by both 


Flight Pattern 


Light buoyant flight. Follows rapid wing 
beats with long glides, often changing 


coe Coenen wee Oe 


direction and soaring in ares and circles. 


Shape Oy Be Location rg ate] sexes @ 2-5 white eggs, unmarked; oval to long oval, 0.96 x 0.7 inches. 
i ne v . 


FIUMaEe Sexes differ | "40'at ae ~em uu wee =| MHC" Nonmigratory | 8" 1.5 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family HTRUNDINIDAE Species Prygne chalybea Wingspan 15 inches 


GRAY-BREASTED MARTIN a 


Individuals of this native of Mexico, Central America and South plossy blue-black 
America were found in southern ‘Texas twice in the 19th (row 
Century. It has adapted as humans have altered its 
habitat, and it will nest in bird boxes, eaves of 
buildings, or other man-made structures. In flight, 

this bird shows dark brownish underwings and 
a dark brownish notched tail. Females and 
juveniles are similar to males, but their 
upperparts are mottled dusky, the throat 

often is paler, and the chest is a more 

uniform dusky color. 


crown and nape 


gray-brown 
face, throat 
and chest 
glossy blue-black 
upperparts 
gray-brown 
flanks 
¢ SONG Often prolonged hesitant chirping 
warble given as a nasal trilled chiurr-chi- 
chur or chew. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs or 
flocks. Often gregarious outside 
breeding season. Catches large 
amounts of insects while in 
flight, including moths, wasps, 
bees, dragonflies, and 
termites. Like other 
martins, it 1s 
graceful and 

owerful on en 
te wing. ce ee 
Often covers eck and 
ereat distances “”¢7Par4s 
daily to gather 
food, especially when 
feeding young. Has 
adapted to nesting in and 
on man-made structures and 


fine dusky 
shaft streaks on 


upper belly 


white belly 


and crissum 


MALE 


dusky crown with 
steel-blue feather tips 


dusky f£*® NORTHERN ROUGH- 
ie, “i WINGED SWALLOW 
Smaller; brown 


upperparts with 
steel-blue feather 
tips on back and 
uppertail coverts 


upperparts; dusky 
throat; off-white 
underparts; slightly 
notched tail. 


FEMALE 
PURPLE MARTIN 


in houses and gourds erected blackish wings Male is dark glossy 
specifically for that purpose. and tail with . purplish blue ov erall 
get tat bluish gloss 7 “4% e female and juvenile 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. ¥ & 5 have grayish white 
Solitary or colonial. * underparts. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 15-18 days by female. Young altricial; 
stay in nest 22-30 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Accidental in 
the Rio Grande Valley in ‘Texas. 
¢ BIRDHOUSES Will nest in 
man-made bird boxes. 


Light and buoyant on the wing. Series of 
several quick wing beats followed by long 
glides, often changing direction. 


Nest Identification 


Shape Od 2 ii 
Location a Sn] — oval, 0.9 x 0.6 inches. 
bk to 


Plumage Sexes differ | Habitat _ @& Nex | Migration Northern birds migrate Weight 15 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Shallow cup of twigs, dried stems, and leaves ® in crevice of rocks or in bird 
boxes, eaves of buildings, bridges, or other man-made structures, 8-30 feet 


above ground ® built by both sexes ¢ 2-4 white eggs, unmarked; oval to long 
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SpecieS Progne elegans Length 7 inches Wingspan 45 inches 


SOUTHERN MARTIN 


Family HIRUNDINIDAE 


‘This martin, true to its name, breeds 
locally in southern and coastal western 
South America. ‘The only accepted 
record for this species north of 


SCE /y bli 
g overall 


A 


Mexico comes from a vagrant eee 
ee eae vee black bill @ 

documented in Key West, 

Florida in 1890. Similar to the 

larger Purple Martin, the male 


is a glossy steely blue overall, 


bluish black 


@ wings 


blacker on the wings and tail. 


: MALE 
Females have less strongly 


glossed blue upperparts and 

occasionally show a grayish 
brown forehead. ‘hey have 

mostly brown underparts with 

feathers edged paler, giving a grayish brown 
scaly effect. Although forehead @ 
primarily migratory, some 
populations do not migrate. 
e SONG In flight utters a 
musical twittering “chur-tchur. 


\» black feet 
and legs 


dull blue-black 


overall 


¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious, 
particularly in the winter when 
thousands may gather with other 
species of swallows for nightly he 
; on | bluish black @ 
bluish black aed 


wings 


roosts and to feed over rivers 
like the Amazon. Feeds on 
insects, most of which it 
catches in flight. Has learned 
to nest in close association 
with man and is fairly 
common around towns, 
buildings, and settled and 
agricultural areas. blue-black 


FEMALE Similar Birds 

: PURPLE MARTIN 
Larger ; male is dark 
glossy purplish blue 


@n overall ¢ female and 


seh Re ear te notched tail xe 
® BRE EDING fi g juveniles have grayish 
Monogamous. Colonial. 5 v white underparts. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 15-16 days by female. Young altricial; 

fed by both sexes. Fledge nest 
at 25-30 days. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Accidental in 
Key West, Florida. 

e BIRDHOUSES Will accept 
Pilouans Gradebul Sd Tapia abe quick gourds and other man-made 

stiff wing beats followed by a long glide. structures for its nest sites. 


Flight Pattern 


Soars high in the air and above cliff faces. 


Nest Identification oy . 
Cavity lined with grasses and leaves in crevices, holes in trees, man-made 


Shape Od a ig cavities, and buildings, 8-50 feet above ground ® built by both sexes 
e 2-3 white eggs, unmarked; oval to long oval, 0.9 x 0.6 inches. 


Migration Some migrate | “®'8t Undetermined 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


we BE 


Location & na a Lina) ii 
Pee q 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat a. 
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Family HIRUNDINIDAE Species Progne tapera Length 7 inches Wingspan 15 inches 


BROWN-CHESTED MARTIN 
Normally occurring over most of South 

America east of the Andes, this bird is 

generally common in semiopen or 


open country with scattered trees, ay 5 
. S AUT BVAVISN 
often near water outside the at : 
. . . a 
breeding season. But it is an upperparts 
accidental vagrant in North 
America, where it has been 
recorded only twice, once © grayish brown 
e 4 breast band with 
small median line 
of spots continuing 
down to upper belly 


——@ black bill 


in Massachusetts and 
once in Florida. Its color 
and pattern, including 
the wide band across 
the breast, and its size 
all make it resemble a 


grayish brown 


| mashed j sides and flanks 
arge Washed-out dusky 

Bank Swallow. In brown ' sails 

flight the long white ie underparts 


undertail coverts are 
usually protruding 
from the sides and 
are visible from 
above as the bird 
twists and banks in 


black feet 


and legs 


NS 
Ye long silky white 
undertail Coverrs 


the air. 

e SONG A rich gurgling c ads - 
Bod pure ne &. . Similar Birds 

similar to that of the Purple ‘e notched tail 


BANK SWALLOW 
Smaller; darker 


Martin. Also makes a flat 

weak-sounding chu, chu, chu. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. In pairs or flocks. Nests in scattered 
pairs. Often associates with other martins and swallows when 
feeding or roosting, particularly during the nonbreeding season. 
Feeds on insects. Is an aerial feeder, but unlike other martins, 
often feeds very close to the ground and can appear somewhat 
sluggish, frequently perching on branches. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

¢ NESTING Breeding biology is poorly known. Incubation is 


estimated at 15-18 days by 
Flight Pattern 


female. Altricial young fed by 
both sexes; fledge nest at an 
estimated 22-30 days. 1 brood 

Swift graceful flight typical of martins. 

Alternates several rapid wing beats with 

long glides; glides in long circles, making 


per year. 
quick changes of direction. 


¢ POPULATION Accidental in 
Nest Identification 


the US. Fairly common in its 
Shape Be Location ip 


chocolate-brown 


upperparts; blackish 


brown wings and tail; 
5 


white underparts; dark 


grayish brown breast 


band; white undertail 


coverts do not protrude 


upward and are not 


visible from above; 


voice differs. 


normal range in South America. 


Abandoned nest ® grasses and leaves in the abandoned or appropriated 
Dutch oven-shaped mud nest of a hornero, in cavity of an arboreal termite 


nest, or in tree cavity of woodpecker hole or in utility pole ¢ built by both 


sexes @ 2—3 white eggs, unmarked; oval to long oval, 0.9 x 0.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat__ ® sos Migration Migratory Weight 1.3 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family HIRUNDINIDAE Species Ty¢hycineta bicolor Wingspan 42 5 inches 


TREE SWALLOW 
| 


‘The Tree Swallow is equally common in open fields, 
marshes, or towns. This bird’s ability to adapt to its 
ever-changing environment has led to its abundant 

and widespread population. Migrating in huge 

flocks during the day, it is one of the first swallows 

to travel to its summer home in upper North 

America. Many winter on the southern Atlantic 

Coast, Gulf Coast, and in Florida. In flight it 

shows dark upperparts, white underparts, ee ee 
triangular wings with greenish underwing —grzenish blue 
linings, and a notched tail. Juveniles upperparts 
have dusky brown upperparts and often 
a dusky wash on the breast. 


—e white cheek 
patch STOPS 
below eye 


white 


e SONG Utters quick repetitious 
underparts 


silip or chi-veet. In flight makes 
pleasant liquid gurgling chatter. 
e¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious in 
migration and winter; often 
occurs 1n huge flocks. Feeds in 
mixed flocks with other 
swallow species. Catches 
insects in flight; sometimes 
forages on ground. Eats 


y blac Rish 


mainly flying insects but also Hight feathers 

may take small crustaceans and 

spiders. Often eats berries and slightly 

seeds during cold snaps on notched tail 

wintering grounds or in spring 

migration. Inhabits open country and woodland edges near VIOLET-GREEN 
water. Male displays for female with series of aerial gymnastics. SWALLOW 


White rump patches 


BREEDING Most often polygamous. Loose social colonies. TE PRG - 


Mates may have 2 mates simultaneously and different mates rump; white on cheek 
each vear. extends up to, behind, 
aa oo : A Bt AG and above eye; purple- 
¢ NESTING Incubation 13-16 days by female. Altricial young ace elasson 
remain_in nest 16-24 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year upperparts © sympatric 
(rarely 2). only in the West. 


© POPULATION Abundant and increasing. 


e BIRDHOUSES Uses man- 
Flight Pattern made bird boxes and gourds. 


¢ CONSERVATION Some are 
neotropical migrants. Forestry 
practice of removing dead trees 
Swift graceful flight with slow deep wing eliminates many potential 
beats alternated with long to short glides. nesting sites. 

Turns back sharply on insects it passes. 


Nest Identification . : . 
Dried stems and grass * lined with down and feathers ® in tree cavity, 


Shape +n ip Location a Dy aR abandoned nest, bird box, or other man-made structure ® built by both sexes, 


but female does more @ 4—6 white eggs; oval to long oval, 0.8 x 0.5 inches. 


\bandoned Nests ig sali 


Plumage Sexes similar | "abitatee @ ws sxe | Migration Misratory Weight ().7 ounce 


DATE _ TIME LOCATION 
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Family HTRUNDINIDAE Species 7y¢pycineta thalassina | +8 5_5_25 inches | WiN&sPan {1-12 inches 


VIOLET-GREEN SWALLOW 


‘The gloss of brilliant greens and purples that shows on its head, 

back, and rump in bright sunlight and the white patches on the sides 
of its rump that show in flight set this bird apart from its cousin, 

the ‘Iree Swallow, with which it often closely associates. Its 
historical choice for nesting sites is in dead trees of partially 
cleared forests or abandoned woodpecker holes. Females 
show duller upperparts than males. Juveniles 
have gray-brown upperparts without 


——§#e white check 
. marks extend 
above eye 


notched greenish 


black tail 


greenish 
black wings 


the green-purple gloss and 
grayish or mottled underparts. 
¢ SONG Often makes series of . 
slightly buzzing c/7-chit notes. Male’s 

courtship song is repetitive 4s/p, fseer, Lsip, 

given in flight before daylight. es 

e BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Usually feeds in flocks and catches Saecwaie 
insects, its principal diet, in flight. Rarely takes insects from fy. underparts; steely blue- 
ground. Usually feeds by flying close to the ground or low over ‘A feet ah chee 
water; sometimes feeds at great heights on insects that have bier ili ioc cadipt 
risen high in the air column. Defends nest cavities from other F . blackish flight feathers 
swallows. Has been documented helping feed Western Bluebird * juvenile has brownish 
nestlings, then taking over the nesting cavity when they fledge. ee ane 
Often perches high in trees, on fences, or on utility wires. ii 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Occasionally found in loose 
colonies of up to around 20 pairs. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 13-14 days by female. Altricial young side oachex Tonves 
remain in nest 16-24 days. Fed by both sexes, but female does more slender it 
more. 1 brood per year. long forked tail; more 
¢ POPULATION Common in various woodland habitats in ec leh 
range, often found at higher elevations in mountains. Stable. Casual 


in the East. 
Flight Pattern 


¢ BIRDHOUSES Will nest in 
(SO eee ae 


white 
‘ underparts 


JUVENILE 


WHITE-THROATED 
SWIFT 
Black upperparts; white 


underparts with black 


man-made bird boxes. 


¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Has 
declined where forestry 
practices include removal of 
dead trees. 


Swift graceful flight, alternating several 
rapid wing beats with long glides. Soars 

on thermals and updrafts along cliff faces 
and canyon walls. 


Grass and weed stems ® lined with feathers ® in natural cavity, abandoned 


woodpecker hole, or crevice in dead tree; on rock ridges or in bird box ¢ built 


| Shape <a Od ii 
Location sx a & b> ip 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


by both sexes © 4-6 unmarked white eggs; oval, 0.8 x 0.55 inches. 


Weight (1) 6 ounce 
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Family HIRUNDINIDAE SPECIES Tiachycineta cyaneoviridis 


Length 5 75 inches Wingspan 4 4_1? inches 


BAHAMA SWALLOW 
Occasionally seen with flocks of Tree or Cliff Swallows, 
this endemic of the Bahama Islands rarely visits the 


Florida Keys or the south Florida mainland. A dark blue-green cap 
extends below eye 


nomadic feeder, this swallow moves with insect 
populations. Its blue-green upperparts and 
white underparts resemble those of the ‘Tree 
Swallow, but the tail is long and deeply 

forked and the underwing linings are 

white. Females are similar to males but 

are smaller in size and duller in color. 

Juveniles have brown upperparts. 


dark blue-greenish 
upperparts @ 


eS re Tae Ss sealliaas 
SONG Has a quiet metallic pena ee 
twittering chep or chi-chep. On WINES @ 


@ white 
underparts 


deeply forked tail 


JUVENILE 


¢ BEHAVIOR Single, in pairs, or in small flocks of up to 20 birds. Feeds and nests primarily in 
pine woods. Somewhat nomadic in the nonbreeding season, wandering widely over many 
habitats in the Bahamas and eastern Cuba. Feeds on flying insects while it is in flight; it is agile 
and able to make quick directional changes while in pursuit of insects. Has adapted to nesting 
under eaves and in holes in buildings. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary to colonial. 

¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known; incubation by 


: 2 i a os : PREE SWALLOW 
female estimated at 13-16 days. Altricial young fed by both 


; Lacks white underwing 
sexes; fledge nest at estimated 16—24 days. 1 brood per year. linings and deeply 


+ gs aa she a ; Se A forked tail. 
¢ POPULATION Casual to the Florida Keys and south Florida ae 
mainland. Uncommon in northern Bahamas in summer: uncommon 


to casual throughout the 
Flight Pattern 


Bahamas and eastern Cuba 
outside summer. 

© CONSERVATION The 
destruction of pine forests in 
this bird’s breeding range in the 
Bahamas has contributed to a 
decline in its numbers. 


Swift graceful flight alternating rapid wing 
beats with long glides. Similar to that of 


other swallows. 


Nest Identification : 
Grass and leaves, lined with finer materials ® in trees, stumps, or under 


Shape <r if eaves on buildings @ built by both sexes ¢ 3 white eggs; oval to long oval, 


().8—0.55 inch long. 
Weight (6 ounce 


oa 


Location gy & J 


Migration \/onmigratory 


DATE _ _ TIME LOCATION 
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Family FTRUNDINIDAE Species Sye/oidopreryx serripennis | “©M8 55 inches Wine’P2"1 1-12 inches 


NORTHERN ROUGH-WINGED SWALLOW 


‘This bird is named for the tiny hooks found on its 
outer primary feathers. ‘Their function is unknown, 
but they may produce a sound during courtship 
display. “The male and female use their feet to 

dig nesting burrows, some as long as six feet, 
depending on the nature of the soil, but most 


short black 
ee /// 


g : 2 an Pome lich sie 
are nine to twenty-eight inches deep. Since = ight gray- 


itis highly adaptable this bird has a wide 
breeding range. Juveniles are similar to 
adults but show more cinnamon tones 

in their upperparts and have 

cinnamon wing bars. 


medium brown 


upperparts 


e SONG Usually remains silent, 
but sometimes utters harsh, 
buzzing quiz-%-zeeItp OF ZXr7It. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or 
in pairs or small flocks. 
Gregarious in 

migration. Catches 

and consumes a 

variety of flying 

insects while in 

flight. Also 

occasionally takes 

insects from ground. 
Often feeds low over 
open landscapes or 

water and sometimes 
feeds along with other 
species of swallows. Quickly 

adapted nesting to utilize crevices in rock cuts along interstate 
highways. During courtship male chases female, flying with 
white undertail coverts spread along sides of tail. 


dark brownish 
black wings and 
wing linings 


slightly forked dark 
brownish black tail 


Similar Birds 


- brown wash on 


chin, throat, 
and upper 
breast 


Ye dull white 


underparts 


BANK SWALLOW 
Smaller; darker brown 
upperparts; dark brown 


breast band; snow-white 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary or in small colonies. underparts; faster wing 


¢ NESTING Incubation 12 days by female. Altricial young Beato wssh Manes 
remain in nest 19-21 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common and increasing. 


¢ BIRDHOUSES Will nest in 
some types of man-made 
structures but has not been 
recorded to use nest boxes. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 


changes of direction. 


Swift graceful flight with several deep 
slow wing beats, pulling back wings after 
each stroke, then a short to long glide. 


Nest Identification No nest materials except a few bark chips, grass, and leaves ¢ on bank, sides of 


: rough cliff, highway/railroad rock cuts, or building or in abandoned burrows, 
Shape oe Ca Location & ee 
Ns 
© 


= Bp 


drain pipes, or sewer pipes ® dug by both sexes ® 4-8 plain white eggs; long oval, 
0.7 x 0.5 inches: 


Sd 


Plumage Sexes similar | 0a! @ see oo ue Y ws | Migration Misratory 


TIME 


LOCATION 
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Family HIRUNDINIDAE 


BANK SWALLOW 


‘The smallest member of the North American swallow 
family is an aerial gymnast that twists and turns in the 
air over its breeding territory. Males and females take 
turns digging burrows into vertical banks with their 
bills. Once a hole is made, they use their feet to 
finish the tunnel, which sometimes ts as long 

as five to six feet. The scientific name 

refers to their association with rivers 

during migration and their predilection 

for nesting along sandy gravelly river 

banks. The dark narrow breast 
band ts difficult to see when 
the bird is in flight, but the 
combination of an erratic 
flight pattern, chocolate- 
brown upperparts, paler 
brown rump, dark brown 

wing linings, and snowy 

white underparts serve 

to identify this bird. 

Juvenile wing coverts 

and tertials are edged 
cinnamon and the throat 

and upper breast are 

washed pale cinnamon. 

e SONG Dry chattering, zzz77 orzzzrt, 222777. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Often migrates and feeds with other 
swallows. Gathers in large premigratory and communal roosts. 
Catches insects while flying. Occasionally takes insects from 
ground or water’s surface. Courtship includes dropping and 
catching feathers in the air, as if playing, by each member of 
pair; copulation in the nest burrow often follows such “play” 
and many feathers are used in the nest lining. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 14-16 days by both sexes. Altricial 
young stay in nest 18—24 days, fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods 


chocolate-brown 


upperparts 2 


blackish brown 
Slight feathers 


| slightly forked tail 


per year. 


Flight Pattern 


© POPULATION Common 
and widespread; often near 
water. Numbers are stable 


alteration for flood control. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 


Swift erratic fluttering flight on shallow 


wing beats; often alternates several rapid 


wing beats with short to long glides. 


Nest Identification 


overall, but species is declining 
in California due to river bank 


—] 


SNOWY 
white chin 


® brownish gray 
breast band, 
sometimes extending 
down midline of 


upper breast 


‘e snowy white 
underparts 


NORTHERN ROUGH- 
WINGED SWALLOW 
Larger; paler brown 


upperparts; lacks brown 
chest band; dusky white 


underparts; light gray- 


brown wash on chin, 


throat, and upper 


breast; slower deeper 


wing beats. 


TREE SWALLOW 
Juvenile is larger; white 
underparts from chin to 
undertail coverts; often 


with dusky breast band; 


creenish blue 


upperparts. 


DATE 


Lined with grass, rootlets, weed stems, horsehair, and feathers ¢ in sandy or 
rocky bank, gravel pit, or man-made embankment, such as a highway road cut 
e dug by both sexes @ 3-7 plain white eggs; oval to short oval, 0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


Shape oe 
| Plumage Sexes similar | @bitat ae Le Migration Migratory Weight ().5 ounce 


Location a z, 


TIME LOCATION 
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Family HIRUNDINIDAE | SPE°€S Perrochelidon pyrrhonota | ®"8 5,5 inches Wingspan 12 inches 


CLIFF SWALLOW 


Hundreds of gourd-shaped “mud jugs” plastered to 

the side of a barn or under a bridge or highway 

overpass are a typical nesting territory for 

these highly adaptable birds. Farmers squared blackish 

heartily welcome this resident tail with slight cleft 

because it eats numerous flying blue-black pins ie a 

insects that are harmful to peor ‘9 sides of nape 

crops. Nesting colonies may 

number from eight 

hundred to more than / 

one thousand birds. Note _ short black ta 

the dark rusty brown bill 

throat, and in flight the chestnut throat 

brown underwing linings, with black 

cinnamon buff rump, . <a pate 

square tail, dusky 

cinnamon undertail coverts 

with dark centers, and whitish 

buff edged feathers of back and 

tertials. Juveniles have dusky brown whitish underparts 

upperparts and paler underparts. ‘This with dusky gray-brown 
: sides and flanks 

swallow has successfully expanded its range 

in the Southeast and the West. The southwestern race displays a 

cinnamon forehead similar to the Cave Swallow. 


whitish 
forehead 


blue-black 


wings and back 


e SONG Utters a dry guttural churr or zarp. Alarm call is burry eeer. JUVENILE 
During breeding, a chattering, squeaking, sputtering warble. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Catches food in flight; sometimes forages on ground. Eats variety of 
flying insects and some berries and fruit. Constructs one of the most complex swallow nests: a 
sphere of mud pellets with a tubular entrance on one side. Colonies are source of foraging 
information for other birds; birds follow members who are 
successfully feeding young back to food sources. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Large colonies. 


: ; . . CAVE SWALLOW 
¢ NESTING Incubation 14-16 days by both sexes. Altricial Bue dete cinansbort 
young in nest 21-24 days, fed by both sexes. 1-3 broods a year. coat cnnamion 


¢ POPULATION Common in open country, especially near forehead, signet 
. R ae ; o ae cinnamon-rust rump. 
water. Range is expanding and numbers are increasing. 


¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical migrant. Previously listed as 
being of special concern, but 
successful adaptation to nesting 
on man-made structures such as 
buildings, highway bridges and 
overpasses, railroad bridges, 
dams, and other vertical walls 
has greatly expanded 
populations and range. 


Flight Pattern 


Swift graceful flight alternating several 
deep rapid wing beats with long elliptical 
glides with sharp sweeping upturns at the 
end. Soars on thermals and updrafts. 


under eaves of buildings or under dams or bridges; sometimes on ridges of 
canyons; rarely on trunk of conifer tree under overhanging branch ® built by 
both sexes * 3-6 white, cream, or pinkish eggs, marked with browns; oval to 


Location Bi asx long oval, 0.8 x 0.5 inches. 


see Sexes similar Migration \figratory Weight (8 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Species Perrychelidon fulva | +®°8" 5.5 inches Wingspan 12 inches 


CAVE SWALLOW = 


Family HIRUNDINIDAE 


This bird plasters its cuplike nests to the sides of caves, but it 
has adapted to man-made structures and now also uses buildings, 
bridges, culverts, and even drainage pipes. A native of Mexico % 

; : ; : : ar CINNAMON 
and the West Indies, in North America two races nest, one » forehead 
in the Southwest and one in Florida. Ilve-Dlack 
One of the most visited colonies 1s upperparts with 


established in the entrance whitish buff 
streaks on back 


to Carlsbad Caverns. whitish buff 
Similar in appearance to edging to 
the Cliff Swallow, it fertials ® 


—e cinnamon-buff 
throat extends 
around neck as a 
collar 


chestnut rump e@_ 


——e whitish underparts 
with rufous wash on 
breast and sides 


blackish flight 


feathers #— 


‘ dusky cinnamon undertail 
coverts with dark centers 


squared tail 


Fr 


JUVENILE 


often nests with them, and with Barn Swallows. In flight it shows brownish 
underwing linings. ‘he southwestern race of the Cliff Swallow has the 
cinnamon forehead but has a dark throat. 

¢ SONG Series of dry warbling buzzy chatters; sometimes calls 
chu-chu or xweth. 

@ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Eats insects caught in flight. Builds 
a complex nest: a sphere constructed of mud pellets wich a fureheade darren 
tubular entrance on one side. Colonies often active on same site brown throat with black 


year after year and may repair and reuse old nests. center patch; pale 
cinnamon-buff rump 


Similar Birds 


CLIFF SWALLOW 
Pale whitish to buff 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 15-18 days by both sexes. Young cinnamon forehead. 
altricial; remain in nest 21-33 days, fed by both sexes. Has 

2 broods per year. 

© POPULATION Fairly 
common but somewhat local. 
Expanding range and increasing 
in number. Casual in Northeast. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 


¢ southwestern race has 


Flight Pattern 


A gh-.p---A-ghs 


Swift graceful flight, alternating several 
rapid deep wing beats with long elliptical 
glides ending on sharp sweeping upturns. 


Soars on winds and thermals. 


to sides of caves, sinkholes, bridges, culverts, buildings, or even drainage 


Shape 


Nest Identification Pellets of clay and mud with lining of grasses and a few feathers © plastered 
fe) pipes @ built by both sexes ¢ 3—5 white eggs, marked with browns; oval to 


Location (a a RAAT ae z long oval, 0.8 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar |/Habitat an ww Migration \fipratory Weight (7 ounce 


DATE : TIME LOCATION 
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Family H{RUNDINIDAE Species Hipyndo rustica \*&°8th 6.75-7.5 inches | Winéspan 17.5_13.5 inches 


BARN SWALLOW 


Since early colonial times this bird has been a welcome 
presence on farms because it eats many crop-destroying 
insects. Usually nesting inside of barns or other 
buildings, it is the only North American 


swallow with buffy to rusty Ant bite 
cinnamon underparts and forehead breast band 


underwing linings and a 
white-spotted deeply 
forked tail. The female is 
similar to the male but 
most often is duller in Zink ae 
color. Juveniles have brown throat 
shorter forked tails and 

creamy white underparts. 

The most wide-ranging 

swallow in the world, it is 

cosmopolitan, found breeding or 
wintering on almost all continents. 


FEMALE 


blackish flight 
feathers 
dark iridescent blue- 


black upperparts 


¢ SONG Utters a repetitive clipped 
chi-dit, hi-dit or wit-wit. Song 1s a 
prolonged twittering warble with liquid 


guttural notes interspersed. deeply forked 
¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Often feeds close blackish tail 


with white spots @ 


Similar Birds 


CLIFF SWALLOW 
Blue-black upperparts; 


to ground or water. Eats a wide variety of 

flying insects, and follows farm machinery, even 
riding lawnmowers, to feed on stirred-up insects. Courtship 
flights may include pairs dropping and catching feathers in 
midair; upon landing pairs may engage in mutual preening. 
Individuals show strong site fidelity, and colonies may exist over 
long periods on the same site, with the same individuals 
sometimes building nests on the same site used the previous 
year. Has adapted to nesting in and on man-made structures. 


rusty cinnamon to buffy 
cinnamon rump; pale 

forehead; short squared 
tail without white spots. 


CAVE SWALLOW 
Blue-black upperparts; 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Small colonies. During courtship, 


male chases female, flying over acres of land. chess wands shost, 


squared tail without 


¢ NESTING Incubation 13-17 days by both sexes, but female 
does more. Young altricial; stay in nest 18-23 days, fed by both 
sexes. 2 broods per year. 


white spots. 


¢ POPULATION Abundant 
and widespread in open 
country, agricultural lands, and 
savanna, especially near water. 
Increasing. Eurasian races are 
accidental to casual in Alaska. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 


Swift and graceful with deep wing beats 
and wing-tips pulled back at the end of 
each stroke; glides are short and infrequent. 


and straw, with thick lining of horsehair, 
down, and feathers ¢ inside barn or other building, in ridges of cliff, under 
bridge, under culvert, or attached to bank © built by both sexes ¢ 4-7 white 
eggs, marked with browns; oval to long oval, 0.8 x 0.5 inches. 


Clay or mud, dried stems, grasses, 


TIME _ LOCATION 
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Family HIRUNDINIDAE 


Species Nolichon urbica Length 5 inches Wingspan 1 (11 inches 


COMMON HOUSE-MARTIN 


Set apart from other swallows by its white rump, 
this native of Eurasia sometimes visits Western 
Alaska. Like its cousins in North America, it 
frequents farms and open country, 
especially near water; it also nests on 
cliffs, buildings, and other man- 
made structures. It breeds from 

the British Isles to Siberia. 


white of cheeks 


stops below eye 
dark glossy blue- P a 


black upperparts 


and wings 


VIOLET-GREEN 
SWALLOW 
Dark glossy greenish 


; re purple upperparts; 
forked blackish white rump ait 


s white underparts; white 
blue tail 


of cheek extends 
behind or above eye; 
white patches on rump 


extend almost to 


midline, but center of 


It often soars on its wide triangular wings, showing gray 
underwings in flight, and feeds over water. ‘The female has 
slightly grayer underparts, and the juvenile is duller overall. 


rump is dark greenish 
purple; greenish 
underwing linings; 
blackish underwing 
flight feathers. 


e SONG An abrasive preit or a ringing seerch-teerch. Song is a 
prolonged squeaky /wv/rer. 


TREE SWALLOW 
Dark blue-green 
upperparts; white 

underparts; dark blue- 
green rump; greenish 


® BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Feeds in flocks; gathers on wires. 
Feeds mostly on insects taken in flight; sits on ground more 
than most other swallows. Often soars long distances. Has 
adapted to nesting on man-made structures and is often found 
in and around human settlements. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 13-19 days by both sexes. Young 
altricial; stay in nest 19-25 days, 
Flight Pattern 


fed by both sexes. 2—3 broods 
: C2 
+t tS 
Sa 


per year. 
Swift and graceful direct flight on 


underwing lining; 


blackish underwing 
flight feathers. 


® POPULATION Casual in 
North America in western 
Alaska during spring migration. 


sk: aoe Accidental in Newfoundland. 
rapidly beating wings. Makes lengthy 


soaring flights. 


Nest Identification Mud, leaves, dried grasses, and stems, with lining of feathers, fine grasses, and 
down ® entrance on side near top ® on sides of cliffs or under eaves of buildings 


*r man-made ictures @ built by both sexes ® 4-6 white eggs; 
Shape re Location z og) or other man-made structures @ built by both sexes g 
ne oS 


subelliptical, 0.8 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar } Habitat a, sz S| Migration Migratory Weight 9.5 ounce 


DATE TIME é LOCATION 
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Family PaRIDAE 


CAROLINA CHICKADEE 


Readily attracted to feeders supplying sunflower ia 
cheeks 


seeds, this little chickadee 1s a familiar bird to many 
who operate feeding stations in its range, where 
it is the only songbird with a black bib and 
black cap. This energetic bird, a common 
inhabitant of the southeastern United 

States primarily south of the zone of 

glaciation, ranges north to New 
Jersey and west into Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, and to the 
100th meridian in 
eastern Texas. When 
disturbed in the 
nest cavity during 
incubation, it will 
hiss and strike 
intruders, 
behaving similarly to 
copperheads and other snakes. 


NaTVow grayish 
white edging on 


wings 


white underparts with 
buff-gray wash on 
sides, flanks, lower 
belly, and crissum 


short slightly 
notched tail 


e SONG Calls include a higher-pitched rapid chick-a-dee- 
dee-dee and a 4-note whistled fee-bee-fee-bay, an octave 
higher than that of the Black-capped Chickadee, with 
lower-pitched 2nd and 4th notes. Also makes variety of 
high-pitched thin squeaky notes when foraging with others. 
Call notes are more complex than song. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Pairs or small groups. After breeding often 
joins mixed feeding flocks with titmice, nuthatches, kinglets, 
warblers, Downy Woodpeckers, and others. Eats moths, 
caterpillars, and a wide variety of other insects when available; 
in winter and spring eats mostly seeds and some berries. May 
excavate own nest or enlarge cavity if wood is soft enough. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Very early nester. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 11-12 days by both sexes. Altricial 
young stay in nest 13-17 days. Brooded by female. Fed by both 
sexes, mostly larval insects. 1-2 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common in open deciduous forests, 
woodland clearings, forest edges, and suburban areas. 
e FEEDERS AND 
BIRDHOUSES Suet, 
doughnuts, and sunflower 
seeds. Nests in birdhouses. 


¢ CONSERVATION 


Short weak fluttering flight with rapid 
beats; sometimes in longer flights folds 
wings to sides after several quick strokes. 


sites with House Wren, 


_ Nest Identification 


gray upperparts 


Sometimes competes for nest 


especially in suburban areas. 


Species Pyeci/e carolinensis | “M8 4.75 inches _ | W!NESPAN 7 5 inches 


blac V4 
cap 


of short 
black bill 


bla 4 
bib 


- a 


blackish gray 


feet and legs 


Similar Birds 


BLACK-CAPPED 
CHICKADEE 

Larger body; white- 
edged greater wing 
coverts; broad white 
markings on edge of 
secondaries; more 
boldly edged tertials 
with darker centers; 
black bib extends 
farther down chest; 
olive flanks; lower, 
slower chick-a-dee-dee-dee 
call; typically gives 2- 
to 3-note fee-bee or fee- 
bee-be song. 


Lined with plant material, including grass and moss, as well as feathers and hair 


® in tree or snag 1-23 feet above ground or in man-made nest box ¢ built by 


1 2 j i : ; ; 
Shape Location & Me 4 | both sexes ¢ 5-8 white eggs with reddish brown markings; oval to short oval, 
4 i 0.6 x 0.45 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ge yz ew Migration Nonmigratory | “e'€"t 0.4 ounce 


DATE 


TIME LOCATION 
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Family PARTDAE Species Poecile atricapilla | *°°8 5.5 inches 


BLACK-CAPPED CHICKADEE 


A common visitor at bird feeders in the 
northern US and Canada south of the 
tundra, the Black-capped Chickadee 
leaves its nesting grounds in woodland 
areas during autumn and visits bird 
feeders in suburban areas. The 
Black-capped Chickadee rarely 
moves beyond the southern 

edge of its breeding range, 

but occasionally it will irrupt 
southward in large numbers 
during autumn. It occasionally 
hybridizes with the Carolina 
Chickadee, 1n the overlapping 
zone, producing intergrades 

in size and song. 

¢ SONG Lower huskier 
more drawn-out chick-a- 
dee-dee-dee than that of 
Carolina Chickadee. 
Song is clear fluted /ee- 


‘wingspan 7.5-8.5 inches _ 


white black Cap e 
cheeks 


light gray 


upperparts 


short 
black bill 


tertials and 
secondaries 
with broad 


whitish edges black bib 


blackish gray 
feet and legs 


white underparts @ 
with oltve-buff 
wash on sides, 

= 


flanks, lower Similar Birds 
ee 


belly, and crissum & 


| 
/ 


bee or fee-bee-be. 

e BEHAVIOR Pairs: 
forms small groups 
after nesting season. 
Often joins mixed foraging flocks with other species. Tame. 
Forages among twigs and branches and under bark, often 
clinging upside down, for insects, and insect eggs. Eats seeds 
from conifers, bayberries, and other fruit. Holds large seeds 
between feet on perch and pounds seed coat open with beak. In 
winter eats mostly seeds. Incubating female hisses like a snake 
when nest cavity is disturbed. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 11-13 days by both sexes. Altricial 
young stay in nest 14-18 days. Brooded by female. Fed by both 
sexes. | brood per year. 


long tail 


CAROLINA CHICKADEE 
Smaller body; shorter 
tail: no broad white 
edges on greater wing 
coverts or secondaries 
(grayish); cleaner cut 
lower edge on shorter 
black bib; less olive in 
flanks; higher-pitched, 
taster chick-a-dee-dee-dee 
call; +-note fee-bee-fee-bay 
whistled song. 


BOREAL CHICKADEE 
Brown cap; gray-brown 
back and sides; more 
hoarse, drawling chick-a- 
deer-deer ox chick-chee- 
day-day song. 


¢ POPULATION Widespread and common in deciduous or mixed 


deciduous-conifer woodlands, 
Flight Pattern 


often in riparian growth. Stable 
and possibly increasing. 

Slow flitting short flights with rapid wing 

beats. On longer flights often folds wings 


e FEEDERS AND 
BIRDHOUSES Doughnuts, 
peanut butter—and-cornmeal 
mixture, and sunflower seeds. 
Will nest in birdhouses. 


to sides after se\ eral quick shallow 


strckes before repeating. 


Nest Identification Lined with vegetation, moss, feathers, hair, and insect cocoons ® in deciduous 

tree, conifer, snag, or nest box +40 feet above ground ® built by both sexes 
Shape Loa PR? Location & Y acre S 
5 o, o> ¥ 


a 


Plumage Sexes sunilar | 5iat @ 988 8.8 Migration Nonmigratory | “8 0.4 ounce - 


LOCATION 


e 5-10 white eggs with fine reddish brown marks; oval to short oval, 0.6 x 


0.45 inches. 


DATE TIME 


BIRDS’ OF NORTH AMERICA © 517 


Family PARIDAE Species Pyecile hudsonica Length 5 5 inches Wingspan g inches 


BOREAL CHICKADEE 
In most of its range the Boreal Chickadee is 
the only chickadee with a brown cap. It 1s a 

; : ; ‘ eray rear of 
calm tame little bird that prefers to nest ey ae 
among the conifer woodlands in the colder sides of neck 
regions of North America, mostly north of brownish 
the US-Canada border. Small flocks of upperparts 
these chickadees often are seen 
traveling in the company of Golden- 
crowned Kinglets, but they rarely 
associate with Black-capped gray Wings 
Chickadees in their mixed- and tail 
species foraging flocks in 
the winter season. In 
some winters in the 
eastern parts of 
North America, 
some individuals 
may appear as 


P. brown cap 


black bill 


bla & bib 


white cheeks 
restricted to small 
area graying 
posteriorly 


brown sides, flanks, € whitish 


much as and crissum underparts 
hundreds of miles 

south of their gray-black legs 

normal breeding range. and feet 


GRAY-HEADED 
CHICKADEE 
More extensive white 
cheeks; gray-brown cap; 


Males and females are alike. 


¢ SONG Song is short and warbled. Call is a drawling drawn- 
out lazy chick-a-dee-dee-dee or chick-chee-day-day. 

¢ BEHAVIOR A highly tame and sociable bird. Pairs in 
breeding season may stay together all year; they travel in small 
to medium flocks of 4-20 birds in nonbreeding season. Gleans 
much of its food from branches and needles of conifers and by 
picking seeds out of cones. Eats variety of insects and their 
larvae and eggs. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Small colonies. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 11-16 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; remain in nest 18 days, fed by beth sexes. 
1 brood per year. 


longer tail; paler flanks; 
gray-brown upperparts; 
pale edges on wing 
coverts; voice differs 


® western range. 


BLACK-CAPPED 
CHICKADEE 
Black cap; light gray 
upperparts; large white 
cheek patch extending 
onto hindneck; white- 
edged tertials and 
secondaries; different 
e TT tLe : Se : livelier call. 
POPULATION Fairly common in boreal conifer forests and 
in mixed conifer-deciduous woodlands. 
¢ FEEDERS In winter, Boreal w5 bene 
Flight Pattern Chickadees will come to a 
variety of feeders for a mixture 
of suet, peanut butter, 
cornmeal, and sunflower seeds. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to loss of habitat due 
to logging operations. 


Weak fluttering short flights on rapidly 
beating wings. Alternates pulling wings to 
body with several quick shallow strokes. 


ar aE = 

- Nest Identification Filled with bark strips, mosses, plant down, lichen, and animal fur and hair ¢ in 

Sh > mi live or dead conifer or used woodpecker hole ¢ 1-10 feet above ground ® built 
ies <a 


by female ¢ 4-9 white eggs, with reddish brown specks; ovate to short ovate, 


Location 4 + by & some rather pointed, 0.6 x 0.45 inches. 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PaRIDAE Species Bueolophus bicolor | “€°8 6,5 inches Wingspan 10.75 inches __ 


TUFTED TITMOUSE 

Undaunted by the presence of people, this lively bird 
sometimes will swoop down and pluck out a human 

hair to use for its nest. he largest titmouse, it will 

fly toward people making squeaking or pishing 

sounds to attract birds. It is intelligent and edna 
may learn to eat food out of ahuman hand. — wpperparts “ 
Often it can be seen digging in the 
ground, where it stores surplus 
sunflower seeds. Adapted to 
wooded residential areas 
with large shade 

trees and to bird 

feeders and 

nesting boxes, 

it has become a 

familiar yard bird 

with its jaunty crest and rusty sides 
large black eyes set against and flanks 
gray plumage. The black-crested 

form in southern and western Texas 

was formerly considered a separate 

species, the Black-crested ‘Titmouse. 


am —~ 


tufted dark 
gray head 


straight 


black bill 


gray tail 


——— whitish gray 
underparts 


s gray-black 


e SONG Bold, high-pitched, whistled peter, . pope BLACK-CRESTED 
peter, peter or peto, peto, peto. Sometimes females sing but not FORM 
as much as males. Calls vary from high-pitched, thin squeaky 


notes to low, harsh, fussy scolding notes. SimilavniBine 
¢ BEHAVIOR Relatively tame; social. Pairs or small family 


PHAINOPEPLA Q 
Small range overlap in 


groups; joins mixed foraging flocks after nesting season. 


Inspects and forages in trees and shrubs for food, sometimes Big Bend area of Texas 
clinging upside down on trunk or branch tips. Uses bill to with black-crested form 
; : P ‘ = ‘ larger: aa : . 
pound open nut, while anchoring it with feet. Eats insects and iar OT ee 
: ; gray overall; crested; 
their larvae, spiders, snails, various berries, acorns and other darker gray wing edges; 
nuts, and seeds. Male feeds female during courtship. white on wing coverts 
. % Aas . > wn and tertials; whitish gray 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Mates for life. aia sa ee. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 13-14 days by female. Altricial young primaries flashes in 


flight; long, rounded tail. 


stay in nest 15-18 days. Brooded by female. Fed by both sexes. 
1 brood per year, 2 in the South. 


¢ POPULATION Abundant to 
Flight Pattern common in forests, parks, and 
shaded suburbs. 
e FEEDERS AND 
BIRDHOUSES Feeders with 
sunflower seeds, suet, cornmeal, 
quick wing beats alternating with wings and peanut butter. Will nest in 
drawn to sides, then repeated. man-made birdhouses. 


Nest Identification Lined with bark, leaves, soft grass and moss, snakeskin, and bits of animal fur 


7 and hair ® in natural cavity, bird box, or woodpecker hole 3-90 feet above ground 
Shape Bs Location a £ ® built by female ¢ 4-8 white to creamy white eggs speckled with browns, 
= = 


; occasionally wreathed; short subelliptical, 0.7 x 0.55 inches. 
lg ~ li | 


Habitat 9,9 @ Migration Nonmigratory | We'8t 0.8 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Weak fluttering short flights with shallow 


rapid wing beats. Flitting flight with several 


Plumage Sexes similar 
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Family REMIZIDAE 


VERDIN 


Sometimes using as many as two 
thousand twigs, this tiny bird builds an 
elaborate sphere-shaped nest up to 
eight inches in diameter. The 
spherical nest has thick walls to 
insulate it from the hot desert sun —ye//ow head 
and the cold desert nights. Nests and throat 
built early in the season have 
their side entrances facing away 
from the cooling winds to 


short 
black bill 


conserve heat; those built jater grayish 
j > Nest] e946 Pac > upperparts 
in the nesting season face the black legs 


direction of the wind for its 
cooling breezes. As it often 
nests ten or more miles away 
from any water source, this 
bird eats fruit and insects to 
obtain needed moisture. 
Brownish gray juveniles lack 
the yellow head and chestnut 
shoulder patch of the adults 
and, except for their shorter tail, could 
be mistaken for a Bushtit. 


¢ SONG Song is a melancholy whistled 
tswee-swee, fswee, 3 notes with the second note 
higher. Call is a quick /ea-n7p. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs; small family 
groups after breeding season. May join mixed- 
species foraging flocks in winter. Actively forages 

for food among twigs and leaves. Sometimes hangs upside 
down, clinging to limb or trunk like a chickadee. Eats insects, 
their larvae and eggs, spiders, wild berries, and fruit. Male 
builds several nests in his territory; female selects one, which 
may be used several times for nesting, even in succeeding years. 
Nests often are used for night roosts and as shelters from 
noonday sun, and some are constructed for just that purpose. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 


e NESTING Incubation 

10 days by female. Young 
altricial; brooded by female; 
stay in nest 21 days, fed by both 
sexes. 2 broods per year. 
Somewhat weak fluttering flight with e POPULATION Common in 
several fast shallow wing strokes followed desert and arid scrub. especially 


by wings pulled in to sides; repeated. : 
Flights often short duration, bush to bush. mesquite and creosote bush. 


and feet 


chestnut-red 


shoulder pat hes 


© grayish white 
underparts 


BUSHTTI 
Juveniles ® grayer 


upperparts; longer tail; 


brownish cheek patch 
or crown; usually in 
staggered flocks: 
prefer oak scrub to 
desert basins ® only in 
the West. 


a LUCY’S WARBLER 
—__ 4 Pale gray overall © male 
a has rusty red crown and 
rump patch ¢ female 
and juvenile have 
chestnut or buffy rump 


patch respectively. 


NZ. T a : Mass of sticks, leaves, and grasses held together with spider web and cocoon 
Nest Identification ages eee 6 Ewe 

a= material, with lining of grasses, feathers, and plant down ® well out toward tip of 
branch or in fork of shrubby tree, cactus, or bush, 2-20 feet above ground ¢ built 


. 


by malee 3-6 bluish green to greenish white eggs, with reddish brown speckles; 
oval to short oval, 8.6 inch long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | "abtat y yw oe Migration Nonmigratory | “€'8t 0.2 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape 2 Location say 
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Family SrrriDAE Species Sirtq canadensis Length 4.5 inches Wingspan 8 inches 
eA 


RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH i 


‘This bird will often eat from the human hand. To protect | 
young from predators, male and female smear pine pitch jg 
around the nest entrance. Females‘differ from black eye line ‘i i 
males by the dark gray cap and nape and from beak to black cap 
. é piety . back of head and nape 
lighter underparts. The blue-gray tail 2 Pee 
: ; : NUC-21AY OUdCR, 

spread in display or flight shows a ‘eo Se Mes 

: — 7 shoulders, and 
white subterminal band. Winter wings 
range varies yearly, particularly 
in the East; this sedentary 
species remains in its breeding 
range as long as winter food 
supplies can support it. 
e SONG Calls are nasal and 


white eyebrow 


pene 


"a white cheeks 


~e rust-colored 


blue-gray 
rump 


; short blue- underparts 
high pitched, resembling the gray tail 
sound of a tiny tin horn, avs, mh, or 
enk, often repeated in a rapid series. / 
e ate ; MALE 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. May 
join mixed-species feeding flocks after dark gray crown 
breeding season. Climbs » and nape 
up and down tree trunks, — /ighter buff 
often headfirst, and walks = “/@erparts blue-gray 
: 74: are rusher : 5 
> S58 = ; . upperparts 
on the underside of limbs. on flank (Pperp 
I Orages for conifer seeds, and crissum 
nuts, and some insects by FEMALE 
gleaning them from bark or 
foliage; wedges food in tree Paes 
Similar Birds 


bark crevices and pounds with 
bill to break shell or exoskeleton. 
Male courts female by feeding her, also by turning his back to 
her and lifting his head and tail, raising his back feathers and 


<¢ WHITE-BREASTED 
NUTHATCH 

Larger; white face 
lacks black eye line; 


drooping his wings, swaying from side to side. Irruptive migrant. white underparts with 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. rusty wae 
be, : ; ; — and crissum; blue-gray 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12 days by female. Young altricial; tail with black outer 
brooded by female; stay in nest 14-21 days, fed by both sexes. tail feathers edged 


1 brood per year. ane Apped yan 
voice differs. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly common to common in boreal and 

subalpine conifer forests and mixed conifer-deciduous northern 

montane forests. Stable. Eastern 

breeding range currently 

expanding southward. 

e¢ FEEDERS Sunflower seeds, 

peanut butter, and suet. 

® CONSERVATION 

Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 

logging operations. 


Nest Identification Lined with shredded bark, grass, and roots ® usually 540 feet above ground 


(but up to 120 feet) in conifer * built by both sexes, but female does most of 


Flight Pattern 


Somewhat weak fluttering flight of short 
duration, with rapid wing strokes followed 


by brief folding of wings to sides; repeated. 


S pa 2 1 ‘ eae : ; ; 

sobs By work © 4~7 white to pinkish white eggs, marked with reddish browns; oval to 
short oval, 0.6 x 0.46 inches. 

Location a> a : 4 A 


Plumage Sexes differ (| Habitat egg 9.¢@ Migration Some migrate | “el8Mt 9.4 ounce 
§ 


DATE : : TIME LOCATION 
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Family SypTIDAE Species Sig carolinensis Length 5_6 inches 


WHITE-BREASTED NUTHATCH 


‘The largest and most widespread of the North 
American nuthatches, this nimble bird can balance 
upside down on tree trunks, catch a falling nut in 
midair, and rapidly hop down skinny branches. In 
winter it joins mixed-species flocks and often 
feeds together in the same tree with 


Woodpeckers, and Brown 


Creepers. It is quick to blackish blue wing coverts, ' ti wiht cm 
accept bird feeders, and tertials, secondaries, and 1! wale 


will often attempt to primaries, with white edging ¢ 


intimidate other avian 

visitors by spreading 

its wings and tai! and 

swaying back and 

forth. Females in the 

Northeast have dark 
white patches in 

blue-gray crowns. ee, 

e SONG Sings an 

ascending wee-wee-wee-wee- 

wee-wee-wee. Call is a hoarse 

yank-yank-yank. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs; 

sociable in nonbreeding season. Eats 

various nuts, seeds, spiders, and insects. 

Inspects trees with head pointed downward 

and circles around and underneath limb in search 

of food. Spends most of its time in trees. Roosts in tree cavities 

in the winter; often roosts in crevices of bark in summer, some 

sleeping in the head down, tail up position. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. Sometimes known to 
form small colonies. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 14 days, fed by both sexes. 
1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common in deciduous woodlots and in 
mixed coniferous-deciduous woods in the North and West. 

e FEEDERS AND 
BIRDHOUSES Comes to 
feeders for suet and/or seeds; 
will nest in nest boxes. 
® CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 
logging operations. 


Weak fluttering flight of short duration; 
several rapid wing beats alternated with 
wings drawn to sides; repeated. 


| 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Wingspan 9_11 inches 


black cap and nape long black bill 
extend onto hindneck — with slightly 
chickadees, Downy as partial collar 


upturned tip 


white face 
and breast 


white underparts 
with rusty wash on 
flanks, lower belly, 


and crissum 


black feet and legs 


« RED-BREASTED 
NU THATCH 
Smaller; white face 
broken by long, black 
eye stripe; uniform 
rusty chestnut 
underparts; smaller bill; 
voice differs. 


Nest Identification Lined with bark shreds, hair, and feathers ® natural cavity, knothole, 
woodpecker’s hole, or bird box, 10-60 feet above ground ¢ built by both sexes; 


2 ; = f Se ; 
Shape ig Location bei Y*] female does more ® 3-10 white to pinkish eggs, with brown, gray, purple, and 
red blotches; oval.to short oval, 0.8 x 0.56 inches. 
t= 


| Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat s.¢ ee @, Migration Nionmigratory | We'8" 0.7 ounce 
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Family SryrrTipAE Species Sirtq pusilla 


BROWN-HEADED NUTHATCH 


‘The only North American songbird to use a tool while 
foraging, this nuthatch lives in the southern woodlands, 
especially in open stands of pine. It sometimes holds 

a piece of bark in its bill and uses it to pry up 

another bark chip, uncovering insects. ‘This 

bird travels in small flocks of family blue-gray 
groups. Often foraging high in the upperparts 
trees and well out toward the 
tips of the branches, it would 
be easily overlooked but 
for its constant peeping 
calls and twittering. 

e SONG Has various 
squeaky 7t-bit-bit calls 
and a dee-dee-dee. 

During courtship, 

sings pri-u, de-u, de-u, 
like a squeaky toy. 

¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs 
or small family groups, 
often including an 
unmated male helper 
that helps excavate the 
nesting cavity and feed 
female and young. Forages over, 

around, and up and down branches, small twigs, and trunks, 
even hanging upside down. Picks seeds from pinecones. Eats 
insects and their larvae and spiders. Caches pine seeds. Forms 
mixed-species foraging flocks with chickadees, titmice, kinglets, 
warblers, woodpeckers, and others. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Cooperative. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 14 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 18-19 days, fed by both sexes 
and extra birds. 1 brood per year. 


black legs 
and feet 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common in mature open pine forests 
and mixed pine-deciduous woodlands along the coastal plain. 
¢ FEEDERS AND BIRDHOUSES Will come to eat at bird 


feeders and will nest in 
Flight Pattern 


birdhouses built for them. 


¢ CONSERVATION 


the replacement with pine 
plantations that are on short 
harvest rotations. 


Weak fluttering flight of short duration, 
with series of rapid wing beats followed by 


wings pulled in to sides; repeated. 


buffy brown 
cap and nape 


Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 
the cutting of pine forests and 


Length 4.5 7 ches Wingspan g 5 inches 


Spot on nape 


thin dark eye line 
borders cap 


straight 


white cheeks, 
chin, and throat 


buffy whitish 
underparts 


Similar Birds 


RED-BREASTED 
NUTHATCH 

Larger; black cap; white 
face with long black eye 
stripe; rusty chestnut 
underparts; black nape; 
voice differs. 


WHITE-BREASTED 
NUTHATCH 

Larger; black cap; 
completely white face, 
breast, and underparts; 
rusty-washed flanks and 


crissum. 


Nest Identification Soft bark shreds, wood chips, grasses, wool, hair, and feathers ¢ in dead or live 


tree, bird box, stump, or old post, usually 2-12 feet above ground (but up to 


Sha e a 4 N= ~ . . > . a“ . . 
x cs} ig 90 feet) ® built by both sexes and extra birds ¢ 3—9 white or off-white eggs, with 


Location gry, + A ig 


reddish brown speckles; short subelliptical to short oval, 0.6 x 0.45 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat 9,¢ 


Migration Nonmigratory | We'€" 0.4 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


black bill 


BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA e 523 


Family CERTHHDAE Species Cvrrhig americana | ©8525 inches Wingspan 7_8 inches 


BROWN CREEPER a 


‘This tree-dwelling bird roosts by hanging onto a tree | 
trunk or the side of a house with its sharp claws. 
Unlike the nuthatches, it does not move sideways or - 
upside down when foraging for insects. Rather, it - white line 
circles the tree in an upward direction, as if it were buff-streaked brown — VE” EYE 
; : : : ; upperparts 
ascending a spiral staircase, or it takes a straighter 
path up, then drops to the base of a nearby tree 
and starts working its way up again. ‘The long 
decurved bill is an efficient tool for 
picking insects out of bark crevices, 
and the stiff tail feathers prop 
the bird upright just as a 
woodpecker’s tail does. 


slender decurved 


pointed bill ¢ 


long rufous tail 
with stiff 
pointed tail 
feathers at end 


wings and coverts 

edged and tipped oneli 

with buff and white iy 
sharp claws J 


@ SONG Call is a soft musical see-see-“///-see, similar to that of the Golden-crowned Kinglet, but 
thinner. Call note is a soft thin seee. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Tame. Often joins mixed-species foraging flocks in winter. 
Forages for food by spiraling up tree, but does not move down or sideways. Hops back 
occasionally, but then moves on up. Eats various insects, larvae, seeds, and some nuts. Well 
camouflaged and difficult to spot; often escapes predators by pressing its body tightly against 
tree, spreading wings and tail, and remaining motionless. Fledglings roost in ught circle with 
heads in center of ring. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 13-17 days by female. Young altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest 
13-16 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly common in pine, spruce-fir, mixed coniferous-deciduous, swampy 
forests; declining in some areas. 


¢ FEEDERS Will come to feeders for mixture of nuts, peanut 
butter, suet, and cornmeal. 

Mixture can be put directly on 

tree trunk. 

¢ CONSERVATION Nesting 

area threatened due to cutting 

of forest habitat. 


Strong direct flights of short duration with 
rapid shallow wing beats. 


‘Twigs, moss, conifer needles, pieces of bark, and silk, lined with shredded bark 
and feathers ® in cavity of dead tree, or beneath piece of bark against tree, 
5-50 feet above ground ® built by both sexes; female does more ® 4-8 white 


Nest Identification 
eggs, sparsely flecked with reddish brown and often wreathed; oval to short oval, 


Shape 9g Location gy na a rn 
0.6 x 0.46 inches. ~ 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitatee g yx Migration Migratory Weight (3 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family TROGLODYTIDAE | SPEC€S Campylorhynchus brunneicapillus | "8 8.5 inches | Wi"8SP8" 10.75 inches 


CACTUS WREN Gan 


‘The Arizona state bird often builds its domed 


nest in the heavily barbed cholla cactus, where brown cap 
its nestlings and eggs are protected from broad white 
; ; ; va STTIPe OVEF CVE 
predators. Once the voung leave the cactus, ; 
the old nests are maintained and used for a 
a roosting area by the adult birds. ‘Vhe rusty brown- and bee 
largest of the North American wrens, white-streaked Bisco) 
with its large size, long tail, and upperparts 


long, slightly decurved bill, 
actually is more suggestive 
of a small thrasher heavy black 
spots clustered 
on breast 

white band 


on tail 
black spotting on 


sides and flanks 


‘e black-and-white barring 
on outer tail feathers oS 
Ne whitish underparts 
than a wren. with tawny buff flanks, 
; lower belly, and crissum 
In flight the long 
tail is spread, revealing a 
striking banded pattern. 
e SONG A quick low guttural guvah guah guah guah guah, etc., gaining in speed toward the end. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Pairs or small family groups. Forages for food on ground by probing and lifting 
up objects with bill. Gleans foliage and branches for insects, spiders, small frogs, small reptiles, 
nectar, and some fruits. More than other wrens, 15—20 percent 
of diet is fruit, mostly from cactus. When disturbed, sometimes v. : 
okt Similar Birds 
runs on ground like a thrasher, rather than flying. 
IPP x yy: SAGE ‘THRASHE 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. AGE THRASHER 
é : ; Grayer; unstriped 
¢ NESTING Incubation 16 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 19-23 days, fed by both sexes. 
2—3 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common and widespread in semidesert and 
desert communities with large cactus, arid hillsides, and gravelly 
bottomed valleys. Declining in parts of ‘Texas and California. 
¢ FEEDERS Will come to feeders for pieces of bread and slices of 


potato or raw apple. 
Flight Pattern 


barring on wings and 
back; brown-streaked 
underparts; spots not 
clustered on breast; 
white on tail corners 
only; shorter almost 
straight bill. 


¢ CONSERVATION 
Development of desert 
communities for housing, golf 
courses, and agriculture 
decrease and fragment the 
available habitat. 


Weak direct flight. Holds tail partially 
spread when flying. 


Nest Identification Stems, plant fibers, and grass, lined with feathers and fur ® most often in cholla 
cactus; sometimes in prickly bush, old woodpecker hole, orange tree, or side of 


man-made structure @ built by male ® 2—7 pinkish eggs, speckled with brown; 


sais 2 eas + ba ae & oval, 0.9 inch long. 


Plumage Sexes similar / | Habitat » yy Migration Nonmigratory | “e'8"t 1.4 ounces | 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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| Family "TROGLODYTIDAE Species §a/pinctes obsoletus Wingspan 9 inches 


ROCK WREN 


‘This bird frequents more arid and barren terrain than its 
cousin, the Canyon Wren. Its grayish brown color serves 
as a camouflage, but the male often can be spotted 
when he hops to the top of a boulder to sing or 

to admonish intruders. ‘The nest is built 

in a rock crevice, but a trail of tiny 

rocks leading to the opening ts grayish brown 


a clue to its location. upperparts with 
white flecking 


buffy white 
supercilium 


long 


slender bill 


Individual males 
sing many variations 
of their songs and of 
those of neighboring 
males; some have more mon 
than 100 songs in their rump 
repertoire. When the black- 

barred cinnamon tail is flicked 

open it reveals a thick blackish 
subterminal band and buffy tips. 


undertail 


. fine-streaked 
coverts 


white breast 


cinnamon-buff 
wash on flanks 
and lightly barred 


e SONG Sings a mix of buzzy trills, 4erce- 
keree-keree, chair, chair, chair, deedle, deedle, deed le, 
tur, tur, tur, keree. Call is a raspy ttc-keer. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Hops around, among, and 
between rocks. Bobs body and frequently cocks tail upward. 
Sings from conspicuous perches on rocks; forages for food 
around and between rocks. Eats insects, spiders, and various 
larvae. Often lines pathways to nests with hundreds of small 
pebbles and small animal bones. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Epa sey ane 

3 underparts; rusty red 
¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known, but incubation upperparts; long 
estimated at 12-14 days by female. Young altricial; brooded by slightly decurved bill. 
female; remain in nest estimated 14 days, fed by both sexes. 
1-2 broods per year. 
e POPULATION Fairly 
common in canyons, cliffs, and 
valleys with rocky outcroppings 
in arid and semiarid regions. 
Casual to accidental in fall and 


Weak fluttering direct flights, often short, winter in the East. 
on shallowly beating wings. 


CANYON WREN 
Bright white throat and 
upper breast; rich red- 


| Rootlets, grasses, and various stems, with lining of feathers, various hair, and fur 
¢ in ridges of rock, crevices, burrows, banks, or even buildings ® usually hidden 
by pile of rocks ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 4-10 white eggs, lightly flecked with 


j Sr ST reddish brown; oval, 0.7 inch long. 
Location —f B oe al 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Plumage Sexes similar 
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Family TROGLODYTIDAE Species Carherpes mexicanus | *©"8 5.75 inches Wingspan 7 5 inche 


be 
ea 


CANYON WREN 


‘True to its name, this energetic bird historically 
makes its home among the canyons, rocks, and 
caves in western North America. Adapting to 
man and his buildings, this wren now often 
builds its nest in or on them, especially 

those made of stone. Often staying 

hidden, its bold white breast 
showing through the crevices 


reddish brown upperparts 
with dark barring and 


vA white flecking 


long 


decurved bill 


rusty chestnut tail 
with narrow black 
4 barring 

bright white throat € 


and upper breast 


rusty chestnut 
underparts and belly 


and ridges can be a clue 
to this bird’s presence; but it is 

more often heard than seen, for the male’s ioud 
happy-sounding song cascades and bounces along canyon walls. 
© SONG A descending gushing liquid rain of notes, pewp, peup, 
peup tew few tew few tew, ending with a buzzy mew. Call is an 
abrasive nasal eer. 

@ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Thoroughly investigates 
rocks to look for food; hopping over, around, under, and 
between, then singing, it gleans food from rock surfaces and 
crevices. Often bobs body like a Rock Wren and cocks tail over 


ROCK WREN 
Gray-brown upperparts 
barred dark brown and 
flecked white; rufous 
rump; barred tail with 
rufous-tipped corners 
and black subterminal 
band; dark streaking on 


back. Very tame; will enter houses and ranch buildings. Eats 
mainly spiders and insects. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 


white breast; whitish 
underparts washed buff; 
slender, shorter, barely 


curved bill. 


@ NESTING Incubation 12-18 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female. Not known how long young stay in nest, but 


fed by both sexes. 2 broods per 
Flight Pattern 


year; sometimes 3 in the South. 


@ POPULATION Common in 
arid and semiarid rocky 
canyons, rocky outcroppings, 
and cliffs, often near water; also 
around stone buildings and 
stone chimneys. 


Nest Identification Sticks, leaves, mosses, and finer material, with lining of feathers and fur 


e hidden in ridges of rocks or crevice, under stones, in holes, or 


Weak and fluttering direct flight, often of 
short duration, on shallowly beating wings. 


Shape @ Oy POGatloM. “ay, i ee sometimes in buildings ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 4-7 white eggs, lightly 


ARS eal flecked with reddish brown; oval, 0.7 inch long. 
Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat a. a Migration Nonmigratory _ | “8M 0.5 ounce 
DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family TROGLODYTIDAE | SP€°!€S Thryothorus ludovicianus | ©P8Y 5.5 inches | W!"ESP2 7.75 inches 
> 


CAROLINA WREN 

South Carolina’s state bird is sensitive to 
cold weather. Mild winters allow Carolina 
Wrens to expand their range northwards 
but most will not survive the next hard 
winter. Energetic, loud, and 
conspicuous, the largest wren in 
eastern North America is equally 

at home in moist deciduous 
woodlots, on the farm, or in 
shaded suburbs. Pairs 

stay together on their 
territories all year, and 

the male may sing at 

any time of day, any day of the 
year. The female often responds with 
a quick “growl” of #shihrrr. 

e SONG A bold clear seakettle tea-kettle 
teakettle or cherry, cherry, cherry. Each male has a 
repertoire of 25-40 or more songs that neighboring 
males match with a responding vocalization. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Most often in pairs. Sings from exposed perch. 
Usually stays hidden in undergrowth, but will emerge if it hears 
squeaking noises. Pokes into every nook and cranny, hopping 
with tail cocked over back. Eats mostly insects, larvae, and 
insect eggs, but will take small vertebrates, snails, berries, and 
some fruits. Common around human habitation; enters open 
buildings to inspect dark recesses for insects or spiders. Builds 
its bulky nest in any container large enough to hold it, from coat 
pockets and boots to buckets, flower baskets, and mailboxes. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

e NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Altricial young 
brooded by female; stay in nest 12-14 days, fed by both sexes 
but often tended by the male while female begins another 
clutch. 2 broods per year, often 3 in the South. 


bold white 
stripe above eye 


rusty brown 
upperparts 
with dark 
brown bars on 
wings and tail 


¢ POPULATION Common. Numbers decrease in northern 
range after harsh winters, but overall population stable except in 
the Northeast and Midwest where it is recorded as declining. 

e FEEDERS AND 
BIRDHOUSES Suet and 
peanut butter. Will use nest 
boxes, often filling several with 
dummy nests. 
e CONSERVATION Declines 
are of some concern. 


Direct flight somewhat weak and 
fluttering with shallow rapid wing beats. 


= 
| 
| 


long slightly 
decurved bill 


white chin, 
throat, and 


upper breast 


BEWICK’S WREN 
Whitish underparts; 


long rounded tail edged 
with white spots; 
reddish brown to gray- 
brown upperparts; long 
white eye stripe; 
frequently flips long 
tail; voice differs. 


MARSH WREN 
White-striped back; 
long white eye stripe; 
white underparts 
washed rufous-buff on 
sides and flanks; habitat 
and voice differ. 


pl edt 3 


Nest Identification 


Stems, leaves, grasses, bark pieces, mosses, feathers, and snakeskin ® cavity of 


tree, stump, or bank; sometimes old woodpecker hole, rafter, mailbox, bird box, 
or almost any cavity @ built by both sexes ® 4-8 white or light pink eggs, marked 
with brown; oval, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


‘Plumage Sexes similar | Habitate,e .@ Migration Nonmigratory | Wel8ht 0.7 ounce 


DATE 


Shape @y #) Location & ey’ 


TIME LOCATION 
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Species Thrygmanes bewickii | ©°8N 5.25 inches 


BEWICK’S WREN 


This bird ranges across most of the 
western United States eastward 

to the Appalachians. It 
usually builds its nest in 
natural cavities, but also 
will nest in mailboxes, 
baskets, cow skulls, or 
almost anything that 
provides shelter. A tame 
bird, it often resides near 


Family "TROGLODYTIDAE Wingspan 7.25 inches 


fine, dark brown or black 
barring on tail 


reddish or 
grayish brown 
upperparts with 


barring on wings 


long slightly 
decurved bill 


farms, homes, and small long rounded rene 
towns. For reasons still tail, with white ee aaa 


spots on tips of 
feathers 


largely unknown, the 
Bewick’s Wren is now rare 
in areas where It was once 
common. Since at least the 1960s, 
populations have seriously declined 

east of the Mississippi River. Color varies 
geographically from mousy gray-brown in the 

West to rusty brown in the East. 

¢ SONG Male sings ip, chip, chip, de-da-ah, tee-dee, 
similar to the pattern of a Song Sparrow, but high, 
thin, buzzing, and variable, often ending in a thin 
trill. Call is a flat 7pp. 


white 
underparts 


¢ BEHAVIOR Often in pairs. Noisy and conspicuous; 4 Similar Birds 
< ‘ me 6 O at io r, 1 ark ac > = > 
rather tame and bold. Holds tail high above back as it hops,  CARDIIMASUEES 
often flicking it from side to side. Sings with head thrown back 4 Larger; rusty brown 
and tail depressed downward. Feeds mostly on ground or gleans : "upperparts; buff 


underparts; shorter tail 
without white tips; 
song differs. 


food from trees. Eats mostly insects, but takes some spiders. 
Male builds several “dummy” nests in his territory; female 
chooses one and helps construct it. 


- . mee MARSH WREN 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. ~~ White-streaked back; 
e NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Young altricial; nett Brown UDP eae 
| led beet (eo erias da a i‘terbod ae buff-washed sides and 
yrooded DY Temale; nEaY In cas 1 days, tec IY DOTN sexes. flanks: tail lacks white 
| brood per year; possibly 2 in the South. tips; different habitat 
© POPULATION Common in the West in open woodland, mug Sens 
scrubland, and around farms and suburbs. Declining east of the 


Rocky Mountains with most 
Flight Pattern 


dramatic reductions happening 
east of the Mississippi River. 

¢ BIRDHOUSES Will accept 
nest boxes. 

© CONSERVATION Of special 


concern, especially in the East. 


Somewhat weak fluttering direct flight on 


shallow wing beats; often of short duration. 


Nest Identification 
Shape @y Location & ae 


ae Wik. 


Habitat 9,@ 2 a 


‘Twigs, mosses, bits of snakeskin, and grass, lined with feathers ® In cavity of 
almost anything; often tree, man-made structure, hollow log, post, basket, etc. 
® built by both sexes ® 4-11 white eggs with flecks of purple, brown, and gray; 
oval, 0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar Migration astern birds migrate 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Species Trye/odytes aedon | “©M8th 4.75 inches 


Wingspan 6 


FamilY TP ROGLODYTIDAE —7 inches 


HOUSE WREN 


‘This plain bird has a wide range, breeding from 
southern Canada to Mexico. However, even though 
its range spread southward in the East throughout 
most of the 20th century, it is not found now nesting 


in southeastern states. Despite its size, the House pale streak 

Wren is highly competitive when searching for above eyes 

nesting territory. It often iy narrow pale 
invades nests of other narrow black a sae aca acd eye ring 


barring on tail upperparts 
narrow black 
barring on wings 


wrens and songbirds, 
puncturing their 
eggs and killing 
their young. When it 
comes to selecting a 


nesting site, the male \ 

begins building dummy a? \ 
hae =) y thin slightly 

nests in almost any Gira bill 


available cavity in his 
territory, from natural cavities 

ae narrow black 
and nesting boxes to boots, Ieprnn oe. 
cans, buckets, toolboxes, coat lower belly, and 
pockets, and mailboxes. Birds in Crissum 
southeastern Arizona mountains have 
a buff superciliary mark, throat, and breast. 


pale gray 
underparts 


Ce SR ee ae eg a 
it Ae” OO was agi agg ath Be os 
fir eo siae = aay Eee 


ie pp eo 


¢ SONG Sings beautiful, trilling, energetic 
flutelike melody delivered in a gurgling outburst and 

repeated at short intervals. Call is rough scolding chef-cheh, often run into a scolding chatter. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Loud and conspicuous. Relatively tame and bold. Often 
cocks tail upward. Eats various insects, spiders, millipedes, and some snails. Male starts several 
dummy nests in territory as part of courtship, then female joins 
him to inspect them and selects one to complete for nest. 
Highly migratory except in extreme southwestern US. 

¢ BREEDING Usually monogamous but sometimes Fahad andes 
polygamous. Males occasionally have 2 mates at same time. iesiten Wieck haviine 
¢ NESTING Incubation 13-15 days by female. Altricial young = on tail, flanks, and 
stay in nest 12-18 days. Brooded by female. Fed by both sexes sen ae eccbies a 
or female only. 2-3 broods per year. 


Smaller; darker; 


tail; different voice. 


¢ POPULATION Common in open woodlands, shrubs, farmlands, 


suburbs, gardens, and parks. i Cee 
Flight Pattern 


ree “ee 
e FEEDERS Will nest in man- 
<< ¢ CONSERVATION 


made bird boxes. 

Neotropical migrant. Nestlings 
sometimes are affected by 
bluebottle fly larvae and may 
die in nest. 


Weak fluttering direct flight with rapid 
shallow wing beats. 


i: i F Base made of sticks ® lined with hair, feathers, cocoons, and fine material 
Nest Identification 3 Bie 
Sek ¢ almost anywhere in cavity of tree, bird box, abandoned hole or nest, 


Shape pg Location & + IX cow skull, pipes, watering cans, etc. © male builds platform; female lines 
= e 5-9 white eggs with brown flecks, occasionally wreathed; short rounded 


—) ih =e 
~e ig ovate to oval, 0.6 x 0.5 inches. 


_ {| Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat oe we Le Migration Most migrate | Wel89t 0.4 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family TROGLODYTIDAE Species Trpo/odyres troglodytes \©°8Y 4 inches Wingspan & inches —__ 


WINTER WREN rae 


One of the smallest songbirds in North America, this short-tailed 

wren nests primarily in the coniferous forests of Canada and the 

northern US, but it also resides along the Pacific Coast 

from central California to the Aleutians, and gray to brown 
in the Appalachians south to Sea PAT y STAD 
northern Georgia. It usually hides 

in thick undergrowth, but when 
excited it will fly up, perch, bob its 
head up and down, and deliver an 
alarm call or a rapid, cascading 

song that may last six to 

seven seconds and contain more 

than a hundred notes. This ts 

the only member of the wren 

family found in Europe. 

e SONG Male sings warbling 

melody of varied up-and-down 

notes with rapid trills; some notes 

high, thin, and silvery. Also has whisper 
song. Call is abrasive chirrr or tik-tik-t1k. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Often solitary; pairs 
in breeding season. Scampers on 
ground and in low trees while 
foraging, ducking in and out of 
root wads, in and around logs, into 
brush piles, and any opening or 
cranny large enough. Gleans food 


stubby tail 


dark brown 
upperparts with 
faint barring 


dark brown 

underparts 

‘ heavy, dark brownish 
black barring on tail, 
Hanks, and underparts 


from surfaces, mostly insects, PRES 
caterpillars, and berries. Sometimes will 
approach humans for bread crumbs. Bobs 
head and body and flicks tail, which is often 
cocked over back. Frequents habitats near water. HOUSE WREN 
= = |arger: longer tail; less 


¢ BREEDING Polygamous. 


® NESTING Incubation 12-16 days by female. Altricial young 

stay in nest 16-19 days, fed by female or both sexes. 1-2 broods flanks; faint eye stripe; 
Ace . . voice differs. 

per year. 

¢ POPULATION Abundant. West Coast, northwest montane, and 


southern Appalachian 
Flight Pattern 


prominent barring on 


belly, sides, and 


populations permanent; others 
highly migratory. 

¢ BIRDHOUSES Will roost in 
bird box. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to habitat loss 
caused by logging operations. 


Weak fluttering flights of short duration 
on rapidly beating wings. 


Nest Identification 


Shape pg wa ey By 
Location na AR ae, SN es 


Plumage Sexes similar ‘| Habitat opp 9.¢ « Migration Most migrate | W/E" 0,3 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Cavity filled with platform of sticks, covered with moss and grass, lined with 
hair and feathers © in cavity of log or stump, under tree roots, and sometimes 
in building ¢ 0-6 feet above ground ® male builds 1—5 nests; female chooses 
® 4-7 white eggs with brown flecks concentrated at large end; oval, 


0.65 x 0.5 inches. 
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Family T'ROGLODYTIDAE Species Cjsrorhorus platensis| PB" 4.5 inches Wingspan 5 5_6 inches 


S K DG i W R E N dark brownish 


Camouflaged by its plumage, this wren black streaking on 
stays hidden in dense marsh grasses, crown and back 
except when it perches to sing, which it 

sometimes does at night. ‘The female 

chooses one of several rather well- Decoy 
concealed nests built by the male, upperparts e 
then lines it with materials of her 
choice. ‘his wren ranges over 


‘e short 
slender bill 


much of the grasslands “hip apenied t ciueeavicts 
and marshlands of hack and whitish eyebrow 


the central and scapulars 


north-central 

United States 

and south-central 
Canada, often 

going where the 

| habitat is most suitable 
and often changing nesting 

areas from year to year. 

| e SONG Sings a bold melody of 
single disconnected notes, followed by a rapid 
chatter of dry notes. Has call of chip-chip. 


buff to whitish 
underparts 


short 
barred tail 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary on wintering grounds; often in 
pairs in small habitats; in small colonies in larger more 
favorable habitats. Secretive, staying down in the foliage 
except while singing, when it often ascends to a more 
exposed perch. Scampers on ground in wet meadows and 
in low brush, foraging for food. Eats mostly insects and 
spiders. Male builds several dummy nests and female chooses 
one; males will often destroy other bird’s eggs when they 
discover them, including those of other Sedge Wrens. 


MARSH WREN 

Larger; longer bill; dark 
crown; darker and more 
brown overall; unbarred 


rufous rump ® western 


¢ BREEDING Polygamous. birds have duller, paler 
| > x : > , ee: ylumage with le 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-16 days by female. Young altricial; ee ae 
; _ ; : z : distinct white streaking 
stay in nest 12-14 days. Fed by both sexes, but female does en back © caste birds 
more. 2 broods per year. have richer browns and 


distinct back streaking. 


¢ POPULATION Common in range but often very local; 
numbers may change from year to year. Rare in winter in New 


Mexico and casual to California 
Flight Pattern 


in fall migration. 


© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant with some 
birds wintering 1n northeast 
Mexico. Vulnerable to habitat 
loss due to agriculture. 


Weak fluttering flight with shallow, rapid 
wing beats; alternating several wing strokes 
with wings being drawn to sides; repeated. 


Stems, grasses, and sedges ® lined with plant down, feathers, and fur ® on grasses 
or reeds, usually near water or marshy area ® (0-2 feet above ground in grass ® 


: ale i -verd > - female selec se ines @ 4—8 ‘hite eggs; r¢ 
Shape 2 Location \ m ile builds several nests; female selects one and lines ¢ 4-8 white eggs; oval to 
bint dub bd pyriform, 0.6 x 0.47 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Mabitat yee Migration Migratory Weight (3 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


53Z © BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


Family TP ROGLODYTIDAE Species Cysrothorus palustris | “©°8Y 45-5 inches | Winespan 5 5_7 inches 


MARSH WREN eas 


This bird usually stays hidden, but its song can 
be heard over the reeds and cattails of the 
marshlands. ‘The male builds several 

intricate globular-shaped nests, which have 
side doors; the female chooses one and 

adds the lining of shredded plants and 

feathers. The male often roosts in one 

of the dummy nests. Some males 


black cap e 


bold white 
eye stripe 


have more than one mate, with brown upperparts ae 
each one occupying a small with black-and- Bill 


section of his territory. The white streaking 
black-and-white streaking on 
the back of the Marsh Wren is 
less distinct in western birds. 
e SONG Sings a gurgling 
trilling melody, with rufous-brown 
western birds singing a hei 
harsher song than eastern 

birds. Call is an abrasive /- 
suk-te-suk. Western birds may 

have more than 200 songs in 

their varied repertoire, while 

eastern males may have only 

around 70. 


black barring 
On WINES 


whitish underparts 
with rufous-buff 
sides, flanks, and 


undertail coverts 


Se black barring 
on tail 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary; in pairs or small colonies, depending 
on the size and quality of the habitat. Often secretive, foraging for food in tall marsh grasses 
and reeds, where it gleans aquatic insects, larvae, caterpillars, snails, and sometimes other bird’s 
eggs. Males often sing from exposed perches or even skylark before dropping back into the 
cover of the thick vegetation; sometimes sing at night. Often 
enters the nests of other birds and destroys their eggs, 
sometimes having its own eggs destroyed tn turn. 


SEDGE WREN 


¢ BREEDING Polygamous. Colonial. = Smaller; shorter bill: 

e NESTING Incubation 12-16 days by female. Young altricial; sae Prowe a and 
stay in nest 11-16 days, fed by both sexes, but female does foal ig 
more. 2 broods per year. rump; less distinct eye 


stripe; voice differs. 


¢ POPULATION Common despite loss of freshwater wetlands. 

Most populations are migratory, but some in the West and on the 
coasts, are nonmigratory year 

Flight Pattern round residents. 

¢ CONSERVATION 

Neotropical migrant; vulnerable 

to habitat lost to development, 

agriculture, wetland drainage. 


Weak fluttering flights, often of short 


duration; alternates several quick wing 


beats with brief pause and wings at sides. | 
——— | 


Reeds, grass, sedge, bulrushes for outer laver; grasses, reeds, and cattails for 
central cavity, lined with shredded soft materials © about 1—3 feet above water 


(but up to 15 feet) © male builds several nests, female selects and completes ® 


Shape #: Location | 'y 3-10 brown eggs, flecked with darker brown and sometimes wreathed; usually 


ovate, 0.7 x 0.55 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar { f@bitet oe soe Migration \ fi oratory Weight (4 ounce 


DATE __ TIME LOCATION 
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Family CINCLIDAE Species Cinc/ys mexicanus | *©"8h 7.5 inches Wingspan 9 inches 


AMERICAN DIPPER 
‘The American Dipper frequents habitat in western 
mountains or canyons near streams fed by melting snow, 
glaciers, and coastal rains. A notable characteristic of 
the American Dipper ts its ability to fly straight 
into the air from underwater. Penguinlike, it 
uses Its wings to “fly” underwater to 
depths of more than twenty feet. It 
may even walk on the bottom as it 
forages. This bird usually builds 
its nests just above the water 
level on cliffs, midstream 
boulders, or bridges, and 
often hidden behind 
waterfalls. Some of its 
| behavior is similar to that of 
a wren, and it often bobs its 
body up and down as it stands 
above the water. Juveniles are 
similar to adults but have a 
pinkish bill and are paler gray, 
especially on the underparts. 
¢ SONG Long series of rich 
warbles, buzzes, and trills, 
somewhat like a mimic thrush. Calls 
are a shrill loud zze/p, zzre/p, or rrerp. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary; in pairs only during 
breeding season. Wading, diving, or swimming to stream bottoms, this bird 
feeds on aquatic insects, their larvae, clams, snails, small fish, and crustaceans. 
Sometimes catches insects floating on water surfaces or gleans them from rocks and logs along 
the shoreline. ‘The dipping and bobbing of its body may be a visual signal to its mate when the 
noise of a mountain stream would drown out any vocalization. Ranges as high as 11,500 feet in 
summer and moves to lower elevations in winter instead of migrating. ‘Territories are linear, 
following a stream for up to a mile. 


smoky black head § 


straight black 
bill 


slaty gray-black 
overall 


pink legs and feet 


JUVENILE 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Sometimes polygamous. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 13-17 days by female. Young altricial; No other songbird in North America 
stay in nest 18-25 days, fed by both sexes, but female does is similar in appearance and habits. 
more. Young able to swim and dive upon departing the nest. 


2 broods per year. PS 
Flight Pattern 


e¢ POPULATION Fairly 

common but local. 
a ¢ CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to habitat loss 
caused by the damming and 
pollution of streams. 


Strong swift direct flight on rapidly 
beating wings. 


Nest Identification 


Mosses ® 0-8 feet above the stream © built by female ¢ 3-6 white eggs, 


Shape Fe Location z rm = unmarked; subelliptical, 1 inch long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ga se Migration Nionmigratory | We'8ht 0.2 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Species Pyyonotus jocosus | “©8" 7 inches Wingspan 1] {1 inches 


RED-WHISKERED BULBUL bod 
A popular caged bird in its native 
homelands of India and Asia 
because of its cheerful 
chattering and active 
manners, the Red- 
whiskered Bulbul has 
become established in 
south Florida with the 
escape of caged birds 
from the Miami area. 
Birds have been able to 
establish themselves in 
the southern suburbs of 
the city because of all | 

c white check e 
the ornamental, berry- patch 
bearing shrubs and 


trees that provide them 
with their principal white underparts 


Family PyCNONOTIDAE 


raised black 
crest 


red “whisker” 


brownish 


upperparts 


foods. ‘The red 
“whisker” for which 1t ts 
named is an ear patch 
behind the eye of adults. 
Juveniles lack the deep red 
ear patch and their plummage 
is duller overall. 
e SONG A whistled gueekey! or lerrr! 
Also mimics lively cheerful phrases such as 
“the rice must be finished off” and “pleased to 
MEET you.” 
¢ BEHAVIOR Sometimes secretive and difficult to locate; other 
times lively and noisy. Singing birds often sit on exposed perches 
such as wires, poles, antennas, and bare branches. Often stays in small 
“family” groups. More gregarious in nonbreeding season, often roosts 
in flocks in winter. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
e NESTING Incubation time 12-14 days. Young stay in nest 10-12 
days. Broods per year unknown in U.S. 

¢ POPULATION The small 


Flight Pattern established US population has 
expanded its range little since 


its escape and ts stl! within 
the urban area of Miami. Small 
population exists in Los 
Angeles area, also due to the 
escape of caged birds. 


long tail 


Shallow to deep * in crotch of tree * dead leaves, grass, paper, bark, and plastic 
® sometimes topped off with a snake skin ¢ lined with fine roots and hair ® 3-9 
feet above ground ® built by both sexes ¢ 24 pinkish white eggs; oval-shaped 


and spotted with reddish brown and purple. 


Migration Nonmigratory | “e'8t 1.0 ounce _ - 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family REGULIDAE Species Reou/us satrapa Length 4 inches Wingspan 6 5_7 inches 


™N ~N 
GOLDEN-CROWNED KINGLET 
Living in dense coniferous forests, this tiny bird’s | 
baseball-sized sphere-shaped nest is so small that its orange patch on 
| +} f | ? If. : :} en t I < |. : | : tw F — CTORN bordered 
clutch of half-inch eggs must be laid in two layers. a by velo 
A tame bird, it will sometimes enter 
human habitations and not try to 
escape if held. Ir often feeds in 
mixed-species foraging flocks 
with woodpeckers, creepers, 
chickadees, nuthatches, and 
others. Females and 


broad whitish 
stripe above eye 


olive-green 


a upperparts 


black yellowish- 


juveniles have a yellow short straight ¢ edged tertials and 
crown bordered by black. black bill p secondaries 


| e SONG Sings a song 2 whitish 
| beginning with 34 high-pitched — wimg bars 
tsee, (see, tsee notes, followed by a 
rapid trill. Call is a series of pale buff to 
3—4 high-pitched /see notes. whitish underparts 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 
‘Tame. Flits wings as it hops along 
branches. Forages through dense 
| foliage of trees to pick off food. Eats 
| mainly insects, their eggs, and 
larvae; takes some seeds. Drinks 
tree sap, sometimes taking it from 
sapsucker drill wells. May hawk 
insects or hover briefly to glean 
them from trunk, branch, or foliage. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
Solitary nester. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 
14-15 days by female. 
Young altricial; stay in 
nest 14-19 days, fed by both 
sexes. 1-2 broods per year. : 
¢ POPULATION Common in . come etre eee 
coniferous woodlands. Populations may ane 
drop after harsh cold seasons on winter range; 
long-term stable, with range 
expanding to northeast. Many 
populations nonmigratory. 

¢ CONSERVATION 

Neotropical migrant. Vulnerable 
Weak fluttering flight, alternating rapid 
shallow wing strokes with a brief pull of 
wings to sides. Hovers over food before 
dipping down to pick it up with beak. 


MALE 


yellow crown patch 
bordered by black 


Similar Birds 


RUBY-CROWNED 
Pal y 
QO KINGLE1 


White eye ring instead 
of white stripe over eye; 


underparts are darker, 
dusky greenish yellow; 
olive-green crown and 


FEMALE 


upperparts; different 
call © only male has 


to habitat loss caused by 
logging, especially of mature 
coniferous forests. 


Lichen and moss, with lining of bark chips, rootlets, and feathers @ in branch 
of conifer, 30-60 feet above ground ® built by female @ 5-11 creamy white to 
muddy cream eggs splotched brown or gray, usually wreathed; elliptical ovate, 


Shape Location 
E 9g ‘y ds 0.5 inch long. 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family REGULIDAE Species Regulus calendula WingSPAN 6 75 7.5 inches 


Length 4 25 inches 


RU Bb Y- C ROWN E D KI N G LET small, often concealed, a 


red patch on crown 


‘This small bird often is seen in mixed- 
species foraging flocks with creepers, 
nuthatches, titmice, warblers, and’ other 
kinglets. he red patch on the male’s 
crown usually is not visible, unless 

he becomes excited, at which ume 


white eye 
ring 


olive-green 


upperparts 

he flashes it open and the whole short black & 
crown seems to be gushing blood. bill 
‘The female and juvenile are similar 
to the male but lack the red patch. dusky buff 
(his species is widely distributed to whitish 
in the boreal zone across northern underparts 
and western North America as a 
breeding bird, it is highly migratory. 

MALE 


e SONG Series of high-pitched /see, fsee notes, 
followed by several sew notes, followed by a 3-note 
trill of “derty-liberty-liberty; an impressively long and 
loud song for such a small bird. Calls are emphatic 
Je-ditt and cack-cack. 


‘ i wore Similar Birds 
e¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Tame and active. 


Picks food off tree trunks, branches, and dense foliage; er ee 
may hawk or hover to take food. Eats mainly insects, White stipe anereere: 
their eggs, and larvae. Also eats some ees paler underparts; song 
fruits and seeds. Drinks tree 2 white differs ® male has 

sap, especially from the drill 
wells of sapsuckers. Has 
“nervous” habit of 

flicking wings when 


orange crown patch with 
yellow and black border 
¢ juveniles and females 

have yellow crown patch 


wing bars 


with black border. 


‘oraging, perhaps “PON'S VIRE 
foraging, perhaps yellowish edeed > = i ie ¥ ue ; 
to startle insects tertials and secondaries SOC ae lamas 


stout bill; pale lores; 
olive-gray upperparts; 
secondaries and tertials 


into flinching and 
revealing themselves. 


FEMALE 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. lack yolloy aaa 
. : ‘ ie not flick wings; white 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Altricial young eve ring broken above 

leave nest at 10-16 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. eyes: voice differs 


® western range. 


¢ POPULATION Common and widespread in coniferous and 

mixed conifer-deciduous forests. Studies indicate that populations 
may be regulated by conditions 

Flight Pattern on the wintering grounds. 

¢ CONSERVATION 

Neotropical migrant. Vulnerable 

to habitat lost to logging 

operations. Rare cowbird host. 


Weak fluttering flight with shallow wing 
beats, alternating several quick strokes 
with brief periods of wings folded to sides. 


Hovers over branches to pick off food. 


Nest Identification Moss, lichen, down, twigs, and dead leaves, lined with finer materials, including 


feathers ® hanging from tree branch, 2-100 feet above ground ¢ built by female 
e 5-11 creamy white to muddy cream eggs, splotched with brown or gray, usually 


Shape . Location ie ay 
nw bs wreathed; elliptical ovate to oval, 0.5 inch long. 


Migration \figratory - Weight. 2 ounce _ 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Flomege Sexes differ 77 Plat ee 
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Species Po/igntila caerulea \*°"8th 4.25 inches Wingspan 5 756.5 inches 


Family SyLVIIDAE 


BLUE-GRAY GNATCATCHER | | 
‘This slender bird can be seen in the East black line on sides | 
foraging in the foliage of tall trees; in the of crown | | 
West it can be seen in thickets or 
chaparral. Females are similar 
to males but have less blue 

in their plumage and, like 
the juvenile male, lack 

the black line on the white 
sides of the crown. ‘The ye TINE 
high thin Speee, Spece, Spece 

notes, sounding like the 

calls of a baby bird, may 

attract attention before the 

tiny bird is seen. 

¢ SONG Sings a low-pitched 
trilling z¢e-you, xee-you, heard 
infrequently. Its call, which is 

given often, 1s a pwee or speee, 
inflected like a question. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or 

in pairs. Forages in 
trees, shrubs, or 
thickets. Kats 
insects, their eggs, 
and larvae. Flicks 
long tail open and 
from side to side. 
Forages near 
branch tips. Catches 
insects in flight. May 
hover briefly above 
food before taking it in 
its bill. Disturbance of the nest early in nest building may cause 
the pair to dismantle it and rebuild on another site. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 13 days by both sexes. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 10-12 days, fed by both sexes. 

1 brood per year; 2 in far south. 
¢ POPULATION Common. 
Population increasing and range 
expanding northeasterly. 

e CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Common 
victim of cowbird parasitism. 


bluish gray 
upperparts 


long black tail 
with white 
outer feathers 


white underparts 


Similar Birds 


BLACK-PAILED 
GNATCATCHER 
Smaller; mostly black 


white eye 
ring 


pale blue-gray 


upperparts 


inner web of outer 


rectrices; smaller bill; 


white tips on graduated 
tail feathers; different 
call ¢ male has black 


FEMALE 


cap extending down to 
white eye ring. 


BLACK-CAPPED 

tan GNATCATCHER 
More graduated tail; 

r longer bill with gray 


below base; more brown 


long black s ight! y 
graduated tail with 
white outer tail 

feathers 


white underparts 


in wings ® male has 
black cap extending 
below eyes and lacks 
white eye ring ® rare in 
spring and summer in 
southeast Arizona. 


Flight Pattern 


Weak fluttering direct flight with shallow 
wing beats, often of short duration. 


Fine plant fibers, with lining of bark pieces and finer materials; covered with 
lichen bound by spider silk ¢ saddled on branch or in fork of tree, usually 
3-25 feet above ground ¢ built by both sexes ® 4-5 pale blue to bluish white 


See ee ; 
_ Nest Identification 
SS eee 
eggs, usually flecked with browns, occasionally wreathed; oval to short oval, 


Location & 
tke 0.6 x 0.44 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat ee @ A Y ww | Migration \Misratory Weight 9 2 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family Sy VIIDAE Species Po/igntila melanura Length 4 inches Wingspan 5 5_6 inches 


BLACK-TAILED GNATCATCHER 
‘This bird lives near desert gulches and scrub growth. 
The male’s black cap sets it apart from similar 
gnatcatchers, with the exception of the MALE 
Black-capped Gnatcatcher, which is Bessy ties 

; cap blue-gray 
rare and local in southeastern @ upperparts 
Arizona. Males have white | 
outer webs on outer tail babble 
feathers and white terminal 
spots on graduated tail 
feathers. Females have a ee cee 
brown wash on their ring 
blue-gray upperparts, 
especially on the back, and, like the 
nonbreeding males, lack the black cap. 
e SONG Sings a quick repeated /eh-jeh-jeh. 
Has calls of cheeh, a breathy sseheh, and a mew. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Active. 
Forages for food in shrubs and in foliage 
and branches of trees. Eats mostly 
insects but some spiders and 
seeds. Gleans prey from 
foliage; hovers over blue-gray upperparts 
prey and takes it washed brownish & 
with small bill or 
sometimes sallies 
out like a small 
slender flycatcher 
and takes insects 
in midair. Flicks 


long mostly 
black tail 


white underparts 


BLUE-GRAY 


= GNATCATCHER 
= Blue-gray upperparts, 


including crown; white 
eve ring; black tail with 
white outer tail 
feathers; white under 
tail with black central 
feathers; voice differs 

¢ male has black line on 
sides of crown. 


long, graduated . white 
ia eye ring 


black tail with 


BLACK-CAPPED 


ey Ae: ( ore ar awe CATCHE 

tail from side to a eae 6 whit nd 4 aT 7 es hes 

side or open and on outer tail underparts r Ong Seuatee ee 
oathers. white tips ¥ tail with white outer 

a and down. EOHGTN, BIR EDS webs on outer tail 


on each tail feather FEMALE ; ; 
3 feathers; mostly white 


under tail; longer bill; 
voice differs ® rare and 
local in southeastern 
Arizona. 


¢ BREEDING 
Monogamous. Solitary nester. 


e NESTING Incubation 14 days by both sexes. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 9-15 days, fed by both sexes. 
1-2 broods per year. 


e POPULATION Fairly 
common in mesquite creosote 

bush and in other semidesert to 
desert shrub. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 
Weak fluttering direct flight with shallow development and grazing. Host 
wing beats, often of short duration. co-cowbird parasitism. 


Nest Identification Plant down and similar materials bound with spider silk, with lining of 
fine materials * in bush, usually 2—3 feet above ground ® built by both 


sexes ® 3-5 pale blue or green eggs with brown markings; oval to short 


Shape Location : 
. q = oval, 0.6 x 0.44 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat) 3 au Migration Nionmigratory. | Welé%t 0.2 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family TURDIDAE Species Qpnanthe oenanthe | ©°8th 5 5-6 inches | Wingspan 19 511 inches 


NORTHERN WHEATEAR | 


Pa Yc c 5 é : 7 dark | 
This long-distance flier begins its migratory gray cape 


route near Greenland and eventually 
reaches West Africa. During its courtship 

display, the male sings while flying Fh os 
upward, continues to sing while back and nape 
hovering, then sings with tail 

spread toward the female as it 1s black wingse 
gliding back down. Females 
and nonbreeding males are 
similar and show a white rump 
and tail base in flight. 

e SONG Utters bossy chack- 
chack and whistled /weer. Song se tail 
is often given in flight and base 
imitates songs of other birds, 
combining call notes into a 
scratchy jumble of warbled notes. 
e BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 
Bobs tail. Active; often nervously 

{ restless when foraging. Often 

| makes short flights to hawk 
insects in air near ground. Picks 
food off trees and shrubs and 
forages on ground. Eats various 
insects, fruit, seeds, and small 
bulbs. Inhabits open, dry 

areas of tundra and mountain 
slopes, often near rocky 

areas. Often perches on rocks, 
trees, Or posts. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 

Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 14 days by 
both sexes, but female does more. 
Altricial young stay in nest 15-16 days; 
brooded by female; fed by both sexes. 
1-2 broods per year. 


white 
superciium 


black eye line 
and cheeks 


black terminal 
half of tail 

, buff wash on 
throat, breast, 
and flanks 


white 
underparts 


MALE 


rusty wash e—— 
on throat 
and breast 
brown 
upperparts 


FEMALE 


¢ POPULATION Rare on 

Flight Pattern Atlantic Coast primarily in 
autumn migration. Accidental 
elsewhere. Fairly common 
breeding bird in Greenland, 

; Siberia, and arctic regions of 
Rely so ie: igh wih stalls] Alaska and both eastern and 
PRES aia western Canada. 


ares) po RPI Con) 
est Identification ‘fe ; 
Te See Grass, roots, and moss ® lined with finer materials ¢ in rock crevice or wood pile 


a 


oy wy or on ground or cliff ridge @ built by both sexes ¢ 3-8 pale blue eggs usually 


: flecked with red-brown; subelliptical, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 
Location sam Be i ROE 


‘Plumage Sexes differ Migration Migratory Weight 9.5 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family TURDIDAE Species Saxicola torquata Length 5 25 inches Wingspan 8 5 inches 


STONECHAT eet 


‘This native of Eurasia makes its home either ee Ore, 

in open meadows with brushy areas or at and throat @ 

the edges of marshes, where it often 

perches conspicuously on low bushes. 

Occasionally Stonechats have been 

observed on islands near the Alaska 

coast and once on Grand Manan blackish brown 

Island off New Brunswick. Males in upperparts and 
: —- , black wings 

flight show a whitish rump, which 

contrasts with the black tail and 

blackish back, and a white spot 

shows on the inner coverts at the 

base of the upper wing. Females 

in flight also show a white rump 

and uppertail coverts. Juveniles 

appear similar to females but 

have white shoulder patches 

and pale buffy rump patches. 

e SONG A harsh “hack, 

like two stones being 

struck together. Call is a 

short squeaky ssk-/sk-ssk. 

Also has a variable 

twittering trill. 

e BEHAVIOR 

Solitary or in pairs. whl epoakd 

Prefers dry 

grasslands, moors, 

damp meadows, and buffy wash on 

hills. Forages for underparts @_% 

insects on ground; also 

picks off vegetation. 

® BREEDING a 

Monogamous. Solitary. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 

14-15 days by female. Altricial 

young brooded by female; remain 


orange-rust 
wash on breast 


MALE 


white 
uppertail 
COVETTS 


Ne white underparts 


black tail 


brownish gray 
Upper parts 


Similar Birds 


No other male songbird in its range 
has a black head, rusty orange breast, 
and white rump. ‘The pale rump and 
white bar at the base of the upper 
wing distinguish females and 


juveniles from other species. 


in nest 12-15 days, fed by both 
sexes. 2-3 broods per year. 

e¢ POPULATION Casual to 
accidental in North America, 
primarily on islands off the coast 
of Alaska. Common tn Siberia. 


Flight Pattern 


Rather slow flight with shallow wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Grass, moss, plant stems, and wool, lined with hair, wool, and feathers ¢ in deep 


grasses, heather, or under bush ¢ built by female ¢ 5-8 greenish bluish eggs, 
marked with reddish brown; subelliptical, 0.7 x 0.55 inches. 


Shape qg Location mm £¢¥ 


Plumage Sexes differ _|;Mabitat J Migration Migratory Weight () 5 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Length 7_7 75 inches 


MALE 


Family PURDIDAE Species Siglia sialis 


EASTERN BLUEBIRD 


‘This brightly colored bird inhabits open woodlands, 
meadows, and fields. Its population has been 1n serious 
decline due to competition from other birds for its 
nesting holes, as well as occasional severe snowstorms in 
the South that kill them in great numbers. Juveniles 
show gray-brown upperparts with white spotting 

on the back, a brownish chest with white 
scalloping, a white belly and crissum, a 
white eye ring, and a bluish tail and wings. 


Wingspan 11513 inches 


reddish 

brown chin, 
throat, and 
sides of neck 
bright blue 


upperparts 


¢ SONG Sings melodic chur chur-lee chur-lee. 
Male gives call of srwe-a-/y, true-a-ly. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Pairs, family groups, or small 
flocks. Gregarious in winter, often forming 
large flocks and roosting communally in 
natural cavities or nest boxes at night. Forages 
in open from low perches. Flies from perch to 
ground and forages for food. Eats mostly 
insects, earthworms, and spiders but also 
takes snails, lizards, and frogs. In winter 

eats mostly berries and seeds. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 

In pairs and small groups. 


reddish 
brown breast, 
sides, and 


ad Hanks 
x, white belly and 


undertaul coverts 


gray 
e NESTING Incubation —__ hite eye UPberparts 
2 ra) pr 2 
12-14 days by female. ring 
Altricial young stay in JUVENILE 
nest 15—20 days; pale chestnut 
brooded by female, throat, breast, \ 
ri : sides, and 
fed by both sexes. flanks 
2-3 broods per year. WESTERN BLUEBIRD 
ie Sl Alea Buc : Blue throat and sides of 
¢ POPULATION white belly e— FEMALE neck; chestnut-red 


and undertail 
covers 


breast, sides, and flanks; 


Fairly common, but 
declined by more than 

90 percent in 20th century. 
Adversely affected by severe winters. 
¢ FEEDERS AND BIRDHOUSES 
Peanut butter—cornmeal mixture and 
commercial bluebird food. Nests in man-made bird boxes. 


¢ CONSERVATION European 
_ Flight Pattern 


pale grayish belly and 
crissum; rusty brown 
back ® female has 
gray-rusty brown tinge 
on nape and back 


® western range. 


blue wings, 
rump, and tail 


Starling, House Sparrow, and 
other’s intrude on nesting sites. 
Many nesting sites lost to 
cutting cavity trees. Bird boxes 
have helped recovery, especially 
those with proper hole sizes and 
predator guards. 


Relatively slow direct flight with shallow, 
somewhat jerky wing beats. Sallies from 
perch to catch insect in air. 


; Nest Identification Grass, weed stems, pine needles, twigs, and occasionally hair or feather ® in 


can wo 


abandoned woodpecker hole, natural hollow in tree or stump, or bird box 


Sha 2 rc F eee Da (ics : ita asec 
°] 2-50 feet above ground ® built by female ® 2—7 light blue or white eggs; 
i = subelliptical to short subelliptical, 0.8 x 0.64 inches. 
Location & SARS + ii I I 


Plumage Sexes differ Hit & =f Migration Some migrate | “@l€ 1.1 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family “PURDIDAE Length 7_7.25 inches | Wingspan 1112.75 inches 
| 


MOUNTAIN BLUEBIRD 


The overall brilliant blue coloring of 
the male sets it apart from other birds 
in its genus. Most often making its 
home in the tree-covered mountains 
and open landscapes of western North 
America, generally above seven 
thousand feet, it is considered to be at 
risk by conservationists due to its 
declining nesting habitat. In winter it 
descends to open lowlands and 

deserts. Juveniles are similar to females 
but with pale whitish streaking and 
spotting on the breast and sides. 

e SONG Often silent. A low warbling 
tru-lee. Call is a phew. 

e¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs or pale blue 
small family groups. Hovers more underparts 
than other bluebirds, dropping on 

prey from above or pouncing on eile tie 

it from low perches. Catches ring 

insects in flight and va 

forages on ground. Eats 
insects, caterpillars, 
and some fruits 

and berries. Eats 
mostly insects FEMALE 
in summer. 

© BREEDING = qui brownish & 
Monogamous. — gray overa// 
Solitary nester. 


® NESTING 


turquoise-blue 
overall 


MALE 


\ whe beiane 


undertail coverts 


white-edged wing 
coverts, tertials, 
and secondaries 


WESTERN BLUEBIRD 
Male is darker blue- 
purple with chestnut- 
red breast, sides, and 


flanks; pale grayish 


belly and crissum; rusty 
Incubation 13-14 days by brown back * teal as 
Facile Alcea os tinged gray-rusty brown 
emale. Altricial young ; on nape anda 

brooded by female first 6 days; chestnut-red on breast, 


stay in nest 22-23 days, fed by both sexes. 2 broods per year. a sides, and flanks 
; ® western range. 


white undertail 
coverts and belly 


e POPULATION Fairly common but declined over much of its 
range in the 1900s due to loss of nesting cavities to other species. 
Casual in the East during 

Flight Pattern migration and winter to north 

Atlantic seaboard. 

¢ BIRDHOUSES Will nest in 

bird boxes. 

Relatively slow direct flight with shallow, ¢ CONSERVATION Habitat 


somewhat jerky wing beats. Often hovers loss 18 a concern. 
over prey before dipping down to seize It. 


Grass, weed stems, pine needles, and twigs, occasionally with hair or feathers 
® in natural tree cavity, ridges of buildings, abandoned nest of swallow, or nest 


box ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 4-8 pale blue to bluish white eggs, rarely white; 


i Spa = subelliptical to oval, 0.8 x 0.64 inches. 
Location & Ds ala 4} =~ ii I 


Plumage Sexes differ | Habitatee .® ww ¥ Migration Migratory < | Welght 1.1 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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| Family PURDIDAE Species Wyadestes townsendi | ‘©°8t §.5_9 inches | WiN€SP8" 1314.5 inches 


TOWNSEND’S SOLITAIRE ai 


Its beautiful prolonged song given from high up 
in the trees, is in marked contrast with the 
| rather plain-looking plumage of this gray bird. 
Although it makes its home in the high 
mountains most of the year, during the winter 
season Townsend’s Solitaire moves into the 
canyons, where It maintains a winter 
territory and protects a critical food supply. 
| In flight the white outer tai! feathers 
contrast with the inner black ones, and 
the bird shows white axillaries and a 
long buffy wing patch. Juveniles are 
dark brownish gray, with buffy and 
white scalloping on both the 
upperparts and underparts, as well 
as a buffy crissum and wing patch. 
e SONG A pleasant trilling and 
rich warble. Often sings in 
flight. Call is a squeaking eek 
or a plaintive whistled whee. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or 
in pairs. Forms small 
groups in winter. Perches 
upright and remains still for 
| long periods of time, thus 1s 
easily overlooked. Perches 
on exposed branch to spot 
| insect, then sallies out to catch in midair and returns to 
perch. Also forages on ground. Feeds on various insects, worms, 
and caterpillars in summer; winter diet consists principally of 


while eye ring 


gray overall 


buffy wing 
pat A near base 
of blackish flight 
feathers 


black tail with white 
outer tail feathers that 
show in flight 


juniper berries. In summer, frequents mountainous coniferous erations 
forests around 3,000 feet below the timberline; in winter, =" MOCKINGBIRD 
descends to canyons with open juniper forests on lower slopes. , 4 Superficial resemblance 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary or small family groups. : ee eee 
| ¢ NESTING Incubation 14 days by both sexes, but female wing patch; faint eye 
| does more. Altricial young brooded by female; remain in nest sips, forges Gat 


15—16 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year (possibly 
2 broods in the South). 

- : common in montane coniferous 
forests. Casual to rare in winter 
in eastern North America. 

Rather slow flight; several slow wing beats 
followed by short glides. Often irregular in 
flight pattern, changing directions quickly. 
Sallies from perch to snatch insects in air. 


— Nest Identification Grass, roots, and moss, lined with fine materials ¢ on ground, sheltered by 

+ overhanging branches, rocks, or natural overhang ® built by both sexes ¢ 3-8 pale 
blue eggs, usually unmarked, occasionally flecked with red-brown; oval, varying 
from short oval to long oval, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat pe g 9.¢ sa» .@ | Migration Mioratory Weight 1 2 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape 22. LOCatiON mm 4 Sexe 
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Family TURDIDAE Species Cyrharus aurantiirostris Length 6 5 inches Wingspan 11 inches 


ORANGE-BILLED NIGHTINGALE- THRUSH 


‘This drab-colored thrush from Mexico and Central America 
can be identified by its bright orange bill and eye 
ring. A shy, difficult to spot bird, it usually 

stays hidden in thick undergrowth. Early 

and late in the day, it is active in 


orange eye ring 


bright orange bill 


fruiting trees and on wooded bright brown 
roads and trails. ‘he male upperparts 


sings a pleasant whitish chin 
melody, usually 


at dawn 


grayish white 
throat and face 
rufous-brown on 
wings, uppertail 
peice. oan tail grayish white underparts 


whitish belly and crissum 


Similar Birds 


HERMIT THRUSH 
Grayish tawny brown 
upperparts; tawny 
rufous rump, uppertail 
coverts, and tail; white 
underparts; buff wash 


bright orange legs 


and dusk, and 

the bird is most often 

revealed by its song. The 
juvenile is paler, with a whitish 
throat; whitish underparts; heavily mottled dark brown on chest, 
sides, and flanks; and duller brown upperparts spotted with 
buffy cinnamon. Only the northeastern and mountain 


on chest, sides, and 
flanks; dark brown 
spotting on throat and 
chest; white eye ring; 
dark bill with pinkish 
yellow base; often 


populations migrate. 

¢ SONG Bold melodic short scratchy warbled phrases, cheer-che- 
wilzee or Chiveree-chee-oo’. Has a nasal mewing call of meceahr. 
Alarm call is a charrr. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary. Shy. Hops and runs on ground, staying 
hidden in thick vegetation. Somewhat conspicuous when 
singing on perches at low to middle levels in understory or 
trees. Attracted to fruiting trees. Eats insects, small 
invertebrates, and berries. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 


pumps tail. 


VEER) 

Reddish brown 
upperparts; white 
underparts with buffy 
wash on breast and 
brownish spots and 
streaking on chin and 
upper breast; grayish 
wash on sides and 
flanks; yellowish bill 
with blackish tip. 


e NESTING Incubation 13-15 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 
13-17 days, tended by both 
sexes. | brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Accidental in 
the Rio Grande Valley of ‘Texas. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 
land clearing and logging. 


Swift rapid flight on quickly beating wings, 
generally of short distance in understory. 


Nest Identification 


Stems, rootlets, and moss, with lining of rootlets and mud ¢ low in bush 
¢ less than 3 feet above ground ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 2—3 light blue or 


green eggs, with dots and splotches of reddish brown; oval to short oval, 


Shape Location ; 
p wy Ca 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat_@ #¢ ®& ~ Migration Some migrate | We'8ht 1.0 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family TURDIDAE ‘Species Carharys fuscescens Length 7_7.5 inches | WE8P2" 11_11.5 inches 


VEERY 


This bird is named for the lovely ethereal 
downward-slurring song of the male, which is 
heard at sunset, a repeated veer-u. It is one 

of the most splendid songs of any bird 

in North America. Its tawny and buff 
plumage serves as camouflage in indistinct 

the forest it calls home. The grayish eye ring 
Veery is the least spotted of 
North America’s brown- 
backed thrushes, with the 
western populations slightly sii 
more spotted than the 
eastern ones. This bird 
haunts shaded moist 
woodlands with dense to 
scattered understory. 


e SONG Sings pleasant 

liquid descending wveer-u, veer- 

u, veer-u, With each note sung 
lower, repeated frequently with 
variation in phrasing. Call is 

harsh down-slurred veer. Summer 
evenings, woodlots and forests fill 
with the song of one singer cascading 

into that of another; the chorus at twilight 1s 

one of the truly beautiful sounds of nature in the Northwoods. 


tawny reddish 
brown upperparts 


black upper 
mandible 


creamy pink | 
lower mandible 


with black tip 


buff breast with 
pale tawny 
brown spotting 


white underparts 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Somewhat shy and retiring. 
Forages on ground and in trees; swoops from low perch to take 
prey on ground, or gleans food from branches, foliage, or 
ground. Eats various insects, caterpillars, spiders, berries, and 
fruit. Agitated birds flick wings and raise small crest. Both sexes 
guard and defend young. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 10-12 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; remain in nest 10 days, fed by both sexes. 
1 brood per year (sometimes 2 in the South). 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common but numbers declining due to 
habitat loss on breeding and 


wintering grounds. 
¢ CONSERVATION 


Flight Pattern 


=e all 


nest host to Brown-headed 


Relatively swift direct flight with 
somewhat hesitant motion on rapidly 
beating wings. 


loss due to deforestation. 


Neotropical migrant. Common 


Cowbird. Vulnerable to habitat 


—e creamy pink 
legs and feet 


WooD THRUSH 
Larger; dark spotting 
on breast, sides, and 
upper belly; rufous on 
upperparts, brightest on 
nape and crown; black 
streaking on face; white 


eye ring. 


HERMIT ‘THRUSH 
Olive- to russet-brown 
upperparts; pale grayish 
white underparts with 
blackish brown spots 
and speckles; reddish 
brown tail and rump; 


white eye ring. 


Grass, bark strips, weed stems, twigs, and moss, with lining of soft bark and 
| dry leaves ¢ atop platform on dry ground, sheltered by shrubs, grasses, or 
weeds; sometimes in low tree or shrub, 0-6 feet above ground ® built by 


Shape po Qi Location sam Re & female ¢ 3-5 pale blue eggs, usually unmarked; subelliptical to short 
subelliptical, 0.9 x 0.65 inches. 


PlUMABE Sexes similar | Habitat .@ eee Migration Migratory Weight 1.1 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family TuURDIDAE Species Carharus minimus | “&98h 7_7.75 inches 


GRAY-CHEEKED THRUSH 


This bird is a truly long-distance migrant. Each spring 
some of its population fly from southern Brazil to 
Alaska, across the Bering Strait, and on to their 
nesting grounds in eastern Siberia. Others spread 
across the arctic tundra and northern taiga 

from Alaska to Newfoundland. It has the 


Wingspan 11.5-13,5 inches _ 


INCONSPICuous 
gray eye ring 


black upper 


mandible 


most northern nesting range of any olive-gray brown ; 
spotted thrush. In migration it can es — Riek Iowan 


mandible with 
yellowish pink base 


an gray cheeks 


be found in almost any habitat 
from woodlots to city parks. 
The Newfoundland race has 
warmer-toned upperparts 
with a sepia back. 

e SONG Male sings 

thin oboelike 
phrases, somewhat 


pale buff wash on 
breast and throat, with 
black-brown spots 


Sine Birds 


grayish white 
underparts 


SWAINSON’S ‘THRUSH 
Conspicuous eye ring; 
browner upperparts; 
buffy lores, cheeks, 
throat, and upper 
breast; buffy underwing 
linings; different voice. 


one 


like the Veery, but pink legs and feet 
middle phrases rise 

and first and last ones drop, 
wheeoo-titi-wheeoo. Call is a thin 

high abrasive pAreu. Vocal at dawn and especially at dusk. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Shy and retiring, often 
staying in the dense understory and thickets. More heard than 
seen. Feeds on spiders, caterpillars, earthworms, various insects, 
and even small crayfish. In fall migration, feeds more on berries 
and some fruits. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

e NESTING Incubation 13-14 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 11-13 days. Fed by female. 

1-2 broods per year. 

@ POPULATION Common; southern breeding populations 


_ declining due to loss of habitat. 

Neotropical migrant. Vulnerable 
eee on both breeding grounds and 
wintering areas to habitat loss 
from logging operations and 
forest fragmentation. 


BICKNELL’S THRUSH 
Formerly considered 
subspecies of Gray- 
cheeked Thrush 

* smaller; warmer 
brown tones on 
upperparts, especially 
on tail and rump; more 
extensive yellow on 


lower mandible 

¢ limited range in 
extreme northeast US 
¢ best separated by 


Vv oice. 


Relatively swift direct flight with 
somewhat jerky wing strokes. 


Nest Identification 


Shape qy Location gy. bai rs 


Grass, sedge, bark, weed stems, twigs, and moss, with lining of grass, leaves, and 
fine rootlets © on low branch of tree or shrub, usually 0-10 feet above ground 
(but as high as 20 feet) @ built by female ¢ 3-6 greenish blue to pale blue eggs, 
most often speckled brown; oval to short oval, 0.9 x 0.65 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitatee@ _  @& Migration \fioratory ‘ Weight 1 2 ounces 
I gratory 


DATE | TIME LOCATION 
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Family TURDIDAE Species Carparus bicknelli | +©°8h 6.25 inches Wingspan 10_11 inches 


BICKNELL’S THRUSH 
Except when the male perches at the Uectieh weber nandibe 
top of a tree to sing, this shy bird olive-brown with pale base e 
remains hidden in trees and bushes. head and back \ 
It is a long-distance migrant that 
until recently was considered a 


\ 


indistinct grayish 
eye Ting yellowish lower 
mandible with 


black tip 


subspecies of the Gray-cheeked 

Thrush, from which it ts olive-brown 

difficult to separate in the wings . 

field. Its eastern breeding 

range in the northeastern 

US, southeastern Canada, 

and the Maritimes helps to 

isolate it for identification 

purposes from the 

more northern and grayish wash 

widespread Gray- on flanks 

cheeked Thrush. 

¢ SONG A raspy 

thin nasal whistled 

descending series sepia-tinged 

of trilling phrases, ia ant 
2) rump 

somewhat like a 

Veery, in 3 parts, 

with the first 

and last parts 

rising. Call is a 

2-syllabled down- 


buffy breast with 
brown speckles and spots 


whitish to buff belly 


and undertail coverts 


Similar Birds 


GRAY-CHEEKED 
THRUSH 


Larger; olive-gray 


upperparts; olive-brown 


tail; gray cheeks; gray 
wash on breast, sides, 


and flanks; yellow on 


slurred wvee-ah. bin lower mandible less 
~ y . . P . x ey = > > a ice liffe 7 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Shy and retiring, often i ala ai 
retreating to dense cover when approached. Feeds primarily on p> SWAINSON’S ‘THRUSH 
: : = * ‘ aa C ic “ve ring: 
ground or low in understory or trees. Eats mainly insects, their ais siete eh lar = 
. : : ‘ ; Bg ms browner upperparts; 
larvae, spiders, and earthworms, which it picks from the ground buffy lores, cheeks, 
or gleans from branches and foliage. In fall, eats more berries throat, and upper 
and fruit. breast; buffy underwing 
. ax ae linings; yellow on lower 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. mandible is less 
® NESTING Incubation 13-14 days by female. Young altricial; extensive; voice differs. 


brooded by female; first flight at 11-13 days, fed by both sexes. 

1 brood per year. 

Neotropical migrant. Vulnerable 
on both breeding and wintering 
grounds to habitat loss due to 
timbering operations and forest 
fragmentation. Host to nest 
parasitism by cowbirds. 


Relatively swift direct flight with 
somewhat jerky wing strokes. 


Nest Identification 


Shape q@y Location gry. a & 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Grasses, leaves, bark, mud, and mosses, with no lining or a few leaves ® in tree, 
about 3-20 feet above ground ® built by female ® 3-6 greenish blue to pale blue 
eggs, with faint blotches of brown; oval to short oval, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar 
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Family TURDIDAE Species Carharus ustulatus 


SWAINSON’S THRUSH 


Named for 19th-century British ornithologist 

William Swainson, this bird migrates through 

North America from its nesting grounds in 

Canada and mountainous eastern and 

western US to its winter home in the . 
: ; . 6 prominent buff 

tropics. Migrating at night, flocks of we tiie 

these birds give plaintive, Spring Pe 

Peeper-like calls in the darkness huiboleedreon 

as they pass overhead. It often upperparts 

travels in mixed flocks with 

other thrushes, vireos, and 

wood warblers. In flight 

these birds show buff 

underwing linings. 

e SONG Sings 

upward series of 

thin, musical, 

varied whistling 

notes repeated at 

intervals without 

change. Call is liquid w/t 

similar to the dripping sound 

of a leaky faucet. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 

Shy and retiring. Feeds more in trees than 

other spotted brown thrushes. Picks food off 

leaves, catches some insects in air, and forages for 

food on ground. Eats insects, snails, and earthworms. In fall 

migration eats more fruits and berries. A habitat generalist 

during migration; prefers conifers and mixed conifer-deciduous 

forests for nesting. In agonistic displays flicks wings and raises 


os 


ms, 
pink legs and feet —=-, 


Wingspan 445 inches 


Similar Birds 


—< black bill with 
pinkish yellow 
base to lower 
mandible 


& duff cheeks, 


chin, and throat 


buff breast with 
brownish spots 


whitish gray 
underparts 


GRAY-CHEEKED 
‘THRUSH 

Larger; gray cheeks; 
buff-gray wash on 
spotted breast; gray 
wash on sides and 
flanks; olive-gray 
upperparts; indistinct 
eye ring; different voice. 


BICKNELL’S THRUSH 
Smaller; more brown 


crest. More often heard than seen. upperparts; tawny 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. brown on Tipit: 
? 2 - a= more extensive yellow 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Altricial young on lower mandible; 

stay in nest 10-13 days. Brooded by female. Fed by both sexes. different voice 


© northeastern range. 


1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common in most woodlands and 


coniferous forests. Abundant in 
Flight Pattern 


boreal forests. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
ee Neotropical migrant. Vulnerable 
to habitat loss from logging and 
deforestation on breeding and 
wintering grounds. 


Relatively swift direct flight with rapid 
wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Shape qy Location gy. & 2% 


Sticks, moss, leaves, plant fibers, and bark with occasional middle layer of mud 
¢ lined with lichens, dried leaves, and rootlets ® on branch close to trunk of 
conifer, or occasionally in other trees or shrubs, 0-40 feet (usually 4-20 feet) 
above ground ¢ built by female ¢ 3-5 pale blue eggs usually flecked with 
browns; oval to short oval, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family TURDIDAE Species Carharus guttatus | *©°8th 6.75 inches 


HERMIT THRUSH = ; 


Often considered to have one of the most beautiful | | 
songs of all North American birds, the Hermit ‘Thrush 
lives in habitats with coniferous and deciduous trees 


Wingspan 11.5 inches 


and along forest edges. It is Vermont’s state bird and distinct white 
the only brown-backed spotted thrush to winter in eye ring blackish upper 


TA peak . : mandible 
the US. Color variations exist across its broad andible 


breeding range: northern Pacific Coast 

races are smaller and darker with olive-brown to 
gray flanks; western mountain russet-brown 
races are larger and paler also al a 
with gray flanks; and eastern 
races are brownish gray 
with buff-brown flanks. 
¢ SONG Song begins 
with long clear low 
flutelike note and then 
rises with delicate 
ringing tones ending in 
thin, silvery notes; each 
phrase is repeated, and 
the pitch differs from 
that of the previous song. 
Call note is chuck, often doubled; also 

gives upslurred whee. 

e¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Often curious and 


black-tipped 
lower mandible 
with pinkish 


yellow at base 


buff wash on 
breast and throat 


reddish 
brown tail 
and rump e 


pale grayish white 
underparts with 

blackish brown spots 
ds Oe legs and speckles 
and feet 


approachable. Responds to pishing sound or imitations of VEERY 
Eastern Screech-Owl by coming close, flicking wings, raising ai Reddish brown ~ 
nae ‘ ; ‘ < : : i yl upperparts; lacks dark 
crest, and raising and lowering tail. Often slightly raises and = eile, ON 
4 ; ‘ ; ; b 5 spotting on breast; 
lowers tail upon landing. Sometimes hovers above food on = inconspicuous eye 
branch or foliage and picks it off with beak. Forages on ground ring; different voice. 
for various insects, insect larvae, and other small invertebrates, Woop THRUSH 
including earthworms and snails. Also eats berries and some Ph Reddish brown 
fruit, especially in autumn migration and winter. mae... “SPpSiaeiss DHENIES 
; ee. % on crown and nape; 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. heavy black spotting 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-13 days by female. Altrical young Goiuncenpaits: 


rege . different voice. 
remain in nest 12 days; brooded by female, fed by both sexes. 


2-3 broods per year. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common. Breeding range is 
extending southward in 
southern Appalachians. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 
Uncommon host to cowbirds. 


Flight Pattern 


Rather swift direct flight with rapid wing 
beats. Sometimes hovers briefly over prey 
before dipping to pick it up. 


———— 
Nest Identification 


Shape qy Location sm $y. & 


Weeds, rotted wood, twigs, mud, and other fine materials ¢ lined with moss and 

grass ® on ground or low on branch of tree 0-8 feet above ground ® occasionally 

nests in rafters of mountain buildings ¢ built by female ® 3-6 greenish blue eggs 
usually unmarked but sometimes with black flecks; oval to short oval, 


0.8 x 0.6 inches. 
‘Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ope 9¢ @ Migration Most migrate | We'8ht 1.1 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family TURDIDAE Species Hy/ocichla mustelina \*©°8th 7,75-8 inches | WinesPan 13-14 inches 


WoOoD THRUSH 


In early spring, the peaceful flutelike songs of 


the males are heard throughout the nesting white gat ee 

5 : ° : . SUITOUNGS LATLE 
territory, announcing their arrival. ft bright russet ee he 
frequents moist forests or large finned bene 
woodlots, but also can be seen in Glick been creamy pink base to 
parks, towns, and country gardens. upperparts lower mandible 


When this heavy-bodied big- 
eyed short-tailed thrush is 
agitated, it lifts the feathers 
on its head like a crest. 
The song, one of the 

most beautiful thrush 
songs, is given before 
daybreak, but is most 
prolonged at dusk, when 


black streaking 
on white face 


large black 
spots on breast, 


sides, and flanks 


the singer perches high creamy pink 
above ground and delivers it legs and feet e——> 


in leisurely fashion, rising and 

falling, until darkness silences him. 

e SONG A serene flutelike series of 

triple phrases, the middle note lower than 

the first, the last note highest and trilled, ¢e-o-/e, 
ce-o-lay. Call is an abrasive quit or rapid pit, pit, pit. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Somewhat shy and retiring 


but may feed in the open on wooded lawns. Feeds on ground or Bs VEERY 

: of : : a ‘ a Smaller; uniform 

in trees close to ground, gleaning food from ground or from "FP soceddish brown 
branches and foliage. Eats various insects, spiders, and fruits; Se upperparts; lacks black 
feeds largely on fruits and berries in fall migration. In courtship, spotting of underparts; 


male chases female in series of fast twisting circling flights ees call; voles 
. . 5 3 ~ . ° . . - is. 

within the male’s territory. Territorial in winter. 
cates HERMIT THRUSH 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 


Smaller; rich brown to 


¢ NESTING Incubation 13-14 days by female. Young altricial; a gray-brown upperparts; 
buff wash on breast; 
dark spotting confined 
to throat and upper 

@ POPULATION Common in moist deciduous or mixed breast; rufous rump and 
deciduous-conifer woodlands, often near water. Casual in the 


West during migration. 


brooded by female; remain in nest 12 days, fed by both sexes. 
1-2 broods per year. 


tail; voice differs. 


® CONSERVATION 

Flight Pattern Neotropical migrant. Population 

declining in recent decades due 

to nest parasitism by cowbirds, 

forest fragmentation on 
eee es site 

Relatively swift direct flight on rapidly breeding grounds, and habitat 

beating wings. Flights in woodlots often loss on wintering grounds in 

of short duration. Central America. 


Nest Identification Moss, mud, and dried leaves, with lining of fine rootlets ¢ in fork of tree or 
shrub, usually 6-50 feet above ground (but generally 6-12 feet) ¢ built by female 


Shape oe oeation a is ¢ 2-5 unmarked pale blue or bluish green eggs; short oval to short subelliptical, 
ay o> 


slightly pointed at end, 1.0 x 0.75 inches. 


ee Sexes similar ; | Habitat egg ¢.¢ @ Migration Migratory . Weight 1.7 ounces 


DATE _ TIME LOCATION 


DATE 


Family TURDIDAE Species Typqus merula 


EURASIAN BLACKBIRD 


The bright yellow-orange bill and completely black plumage of 
the male help identify this bird. It is a native of Eurasian 
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Length 9 8-1().5 inches 


Wingspan 15_16 inches 


yellow-orange 
eye ring ° 


forests, where it is common, but a specimen exists for Quebec. 
It was introduced and established in Australia and New 
Zealand. In all lands, native and otherwise, it inhabits the 


understory of wetter woodlands, gardens, parks, orchards, 


and trees along watercourses. Juvenile males are 
blackish with brown wings and a blackish bill. 

e SONG Sings whistled, melancholy tune, often 
loudly and in measured phrases, each of which 
falls away. Calls of grating chak-chak or ferr- 
chock-chock. Makes persistent pik, pink 

when alarmed. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 

pairs. Moves on ground or 

limbs with vigorous 
hops, then 

stops, droops, 

and flicks 

wings and 

longish tail; 

cocks head to 

one side as if 
listening for 

worms. Jabs bill 

into ground for 

food. Eats 
earthworms, mollusks, 
insects, fruits, and berries. 

Strongly territorial and 

vocal when breeding. 

¢ BREEDING 

Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 

13-15 days by female. 
Altricial young leave nest at 12-15 days. 
Brooded by female. Fed by both sexes. 2 


yellow- 
brown bill 


dull white to 
buff throat 
with darker 
streaks 


SS 
‘e yellow- 
orange bill 


-e black overall 


MALE 


Ne black feet 
and legs 


FEMALE 


brownish 
gray overall 


EUROPEAN STARLING 
Smaller; yellow bill; 
shorter tail; chunkier 
body; purplish and 
green sheen ® In 
winter has dark bill 


and white spotting. 


4 
2-3 broods per year. 


e POPULATION Accidental in 


Flight Pattern 


a ti 


North America. 
e FEEDERS Will come to 
fruits and birdbaths. 


¢ CONSERVATION 


Swift flight with rapid wing beats and 
forward flip upward. Short flights alternate 
several rapid wing beats with brief periods 
when wings are pulled to sides. 


Nest Identification 


Protected by law in native range 
of Eurasia and Australia and 
New Zealand. 


Made of plant stems, grass, twigs, leaves, and roots @ lined with mud and a layer 


of flowering grass heads, pine needles, and dried leaves ¢ on branch of tree or 


Shape qy Location a = — 


Plumage Sexes differ 


Habitat a & % 


TIME 


Migration 


shrub or on ground @ built by female ¢ 4—7 light blue-green eggs with cinnamon- 
brown markings; oval to short oval, 1.1 x 0.8 inches. 


Migratory Weight 4.0 ounces 


LOCATION 
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Family TURDIDAE Species Tyrdus pilaris Length 10 inches Wingspan 15_16 inches 


FIELDFARE 


In 1937 a flock of these European birds was 
migrating from Norway toward Britain when 


a storm blew them across the Atlaritic thin whitish 
Ocean; they made landfall in Greenland. CycbTOw @ 
A small but thriving nesting population 

has survived there, and vagrants rufous-brown 


sometimes make their way to Alaska back 


and the northeastern part of North 
America. The Fieldfare differs from 
other thrushes by its gray head 

and rump contrasting with a 
rufous-brown back and black 

tail. In flight the underwing 

linings show white. gray 

e SONG The Fieldfare cs Ae 
makes a repertoire of 
sounds. It makes a 
loud cackling. It 
also has a call of 
shak-shak-shak. 

Its song is a 
pieced-together 
series of variable 
squeaking and different 
chuckling sounds and noises. 
e¢ BEHAVIOR The Fieldfare is usually observed solitary or in 
pairs or small groups. ‘Uhis bird is gregarious in the nonbreeding 
season. The Fieldfare is noisy and conspicuous. It hops about 
on the ground while foraging for food by sight and gleans food 
from trees and shrubs. It eats insects, earthworms, slugs, berries, 
and fruits. he Fieldfare is a highly migratory and nomadic bird. 
It frequents woods and woodland edges in summer and open 
country, fields, and agricultural areas in winter. 


white flanks, 
dark gray belly, and 


to black tail CTISSUM 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary to colonial nester. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 13-14 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 14 days, fed by both sexes. 
1—2 broods per year. 
e POPULATION The 

Flight Pattern Fieldfare is casual in Alaska and 
accidental elsewhere in North 
America. It is common in 
Siberia. ‘he Fieldfare is also 
common to fairly common in 
Swift strong direct flight on rapidly the country of Greenland. 


beating wings. 


Nest Identification 


oval, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Shape @y Location msm a as 
so ee Pe, eee 


Plumage Sexes similar ;| 4abitatae @ 8 Migration Migratory 


DATE _ - TIME LOCATION 


gray head 


Mud, vegetation, and twigs ® on ground or in low tree branch ® built by female 
® 5-6 grayish or bluish green eggs, marked with reddish brown; oval to short 


yellow bill with 
dark tip 


buff wash on 
chin, throat, 
and breast 


white wing 
lining 


underparts with 
black chevron spot 
pattern 


REDWING 
Rufous wash on 


underwings; brown 


head and rump; black 
spotted and streaked 
throat, breast, and sides; 
buffy eye stripe ® casual 
to accidental in the 
East. 


Weight 3.8 ounces 
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Species Ji 7Jus iiacus Length 8.25 inches | WMESR4 13.5 14 inches 


Family TURDIDAE 


REDWING 


‘The combination of its rufous-red flanks, streaked 
and spotted throat, breast, and sides, and its conspicuous 
distinctive buff eyebrows sets this bird apart buff eyebrow 
from the native North American thrushes. 

A native of Eurasia, the Redwing strays brownish 
occasionally to visit Newfoundland and ts upperparts 
accidental to Long Island, New York, 
in the winter season. In flight this 
thrush’s underwing linings are a 
deep orange-rufous. ‘The adult 

also has white underparts. 
Juvenile Redwings are 
similar to adults but they 
have paler upperparts 
and also washed-out 
rufous on their flanks 

as well as on their 
underwings. 

e SONG The 
Redwing sings a 
loud fluid song 
made up of 

4—6 musical notes, 
often descending and 

followed by a softer warble at 

the end. This bird’s calls include a high 

thin seeeh, often given in flight, and also a bold kuck-kuck. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Usually observed solitary or in pairs. ‘The 
Redwing is more gregarious in winter. It hops on the ground to 
forage for food and also gleans its food from branches and 
foliage. The Redwing feeds on insects, larvae, fruits, and 


yellow bill with 
black up 


rufous flanks 


blackish brown 
streaking and spotting on 
underparts to lower belly 


brownish tail 
and wings 


oe pinkish legs 


and feet 


FIELDFARE 
Gray head; gray rump; 
rufous-brown back; 


. : ‘ ; : black tail; white 
berries. It is a thrush that frequents deciduous and mixed underparts with buffy 
coniferous-deciduous woodlands in summer and open fields and wash on throat and 
thickets in winter. breast; black spotting 

aoe a za SN and streaking on breast, 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Sites: andl dads: ahine 


¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Young altricial; mn Gerwang TiMES, 
brooded by female; stay in nest 12-15 days, fed by both sexes. 

2 broods per year. 

Redwing 1s casual to accidental 
in the Maritimes and north 
Atlantic Coast of the US. It is 
uncommon to fairly common in 
western Europe. 


Rather swift strong direct flight on rapidly 
beating wings. 


Nest Identification Ce ; ry ett 
Grasses, mud, and twigs ® in shrub or branch of tree, 3—30 feet above ground 


¢ built by female ¢ 5-6 bluish green eggs, spotted with red-brown; oval to 


Shape qy Location guy & ay short oval, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitatee @& 19 a» Migration Migratory Weight 2.2 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family ‘TURDIDAE Species Turdus grayi Wingshan 14.75 inches 


CLAY-COLORED ROBIN re 


‘This native of Mexico and South and Central America makes 
rare visits to North America and has bred on occasion in 
southern Texas. It is most often seen in the lower Rio 
Grande Valley. Very similar in its habits to our American 
Robin, this bird has adapted to a wide 

variety of habitats, including dwelling brownish olive 
in towns, villages, and cities, but it upperparts 
still is wary around humans. It 1s 
a yellow-billed robin with 


greenish 


yellow billl 


whitish buff 
throat with olive- 
brown streaking 


brownish olive 
wings and tail 


tawny buff underparts 

; with brownish olive upper 
olive-brown upperparts, chest and flanks 
buffy brown underparts, and a 
pale streaked throat. Juveniles are 
similar to adults but with some 


buffy spots on the upperwing coverts. 


i$ ————® brownish gray 
' legs and feet 


e SONG Slow long continuous caroling 
of various musical phrases such as cheeri/y- 
cheer-up-cheerto. Calls include a throaty /ock, a slurred reeur-ee, and 
a clucking note. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Small flocks in fruiting trees. 
Somewhat shy and retiring. Upon alighting, spreads and closes 
tail while flipping it up and down. Hops and runs on the ground 
to forage, pushing litter aside with its bill; gleans food from 
branches and foliage low in trees. Eats insects, caterpillars, and 
some berries and fruits. Sometimes takes snails and small 


Similar Birds 


AMERICAN ROBIN 
Brick-red breast; white 
belly and crissum; 
grayish brown 


amphibians and reptiles. Defensive around nest and young. upperparts; white throat 
e BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Pen Die ene 

: : ; ; _ broken white eye ring; 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Young altricial; | white corners on 


brooded by female; stay in nest 13-15 days, fed by both sexes. fe >lackish brown tail; 
2 broods per year. é yellow bill. 


@ POPULATION In North America, species is rare in southeastern 
‘Texas. Common to very 
Flight Pattern common in Mexican range. 
e FEEDERS AND 
BIRDHOUSES Comes to 
feeders for bananas and 
plantains; will visit birdbaths. 


Swift direct flight with rapid wing beats. 


Nest Identification : . 
Mud, grasses, and twigs ® on low branch of tree or shrub ¢ built by female 


@ 2-4 pale blue eggs, with brown, gray, and reddish dots; oval to long oval, 


Shape \ Location boa ip 1.1 x 0.8 inches. 


PIUMAEE Sexes similar ;| T@0itatee @ wu wu | Migration Nonmigratory | Wee" 2.6 ounces 


DATE _ TIME LOCATION 
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Family TURDIDAE Species TirJus assimilis Length 9 5 inches Wingspan }4.75_16.5 inches 


WHITE-THROATED ROBIN 
Its white collar, darker bill, and dusky gray 
underparts distinguish this shy bird from the 
similar Clay-colored Robin. A native of Mexico, 
it has been spotted twice in the lower Rio 
Grande Valley in southernmost ‘Texas in 

winter. Unlike many of the robinlike 
thrushes, the White-throated Robin 
is generally arboreal in its habits 

and spends little time 
foraging on the ground. 
It is especially 


yellowish 


eye ring , 


dark gray to 
yellowish bill 


olive-brown 


upperparts 


white throat 
with dark brown 
streaking 


white partial collar 
white crissum 


grayish 
underparts 
attracted to trees with 

fruits and berries, and 

these are prime places 

to seek out this species. 

@ SONG A full pleasant warbling, 
with thrasherlike phrases, repeated 
2-3 times. Call is a throaty syow or reeuh-reeuh. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs or small flocks. Retiring 

but not secretive. Forages for food in all parts of the tree, 
spending much time from mid-levels in trees to canopy. Gleans 
insects, berries, and some fruits. In winter it frequently joins 
mixed-species feeding flocks. Males often sing from a high 
perch, sometimes in an exposed position. Species is relatively 
easy to observe as it forages in the open, high in the trees. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 14-16 days, fed by both sexes. 
1-2 broods per year, may rarely have 3 broods. 


e POPULATION Accidental in 
Flight Pattern 


North America in riparian forest 


Similar Birds 


CLAY-COLORED ROBIN 
‘Tawny underparts; 

paler, more yellow bill; 
white throat with olive- 
brownish striping; 

inconspicuous eye ring; 
olive-brown upperparts; 
lacks white collar. 


along Lower Rio Grande in 
southeastern Texas. Common to 
fairly common in native range 
in Mexico and southward to 
South America. 


Swift direct flight on rapidly 
beating wings. 


Nest Identification 


Shape ww Location gy. & as 


Rootlets, grass, moss, and mud, with lining of finer materials @ in tree or bush, 
mid to upper level ® built by both sexes, but female does more ¢ 24 light blue 


or whitish eggs, flecked with gray and reddish brown; oval to short oval, 
1.0 x 0.75 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ee @, Migration Nionmigratory | We'8t 2.4 ounces 


DATE 


TIME LOCATION 


556 ¢ BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


Family TURDIDAE Species Tyrdus migratorius | “©°8M 10 inches Wingspan 14 16 inches 
| 


In many areas this bird is considered a sign of spring, though it . 

is a year-round resident in most of its US range. Itis among the = /ackish head 
; a ; babs SN ey and tail 

most common, widely distributed, ‘and most well-known birds 

in North America. Juveniles are similar to adults but 

have heavily spotted underparts and white spotting — broken white 

and edging on the back and shoulders. eye TING 


se ——e yellow bill 


; ; white throat 
e@ N.Y 7 AIS re ¢ Gate oT r ° sore 
SONG A bold gurgling leisurely sg-song Hk boon with black striping 


cheerily cheer-up cheerio, with phrases often gray upperparts 
repeated. Has rapid call of swt-tut-tut or hip- 
hip-hip. brick 


red breast 


e BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Gregarious after 
breeding season; in winter often 1n flocks and 
roosts communally with other species. Eats 
earthworms, insects, and berries. Berries and 
fruits are principal diet in winter. 
Defensive of nest site and young. 
Adapted to human disturbance, 
especially agricultural areas and the 
combination of shade trees and 
lawns. Running-stopping foraging 
style in fields and lawns. Pret 
e¢ BREEDING Monogamous. pe rik a 


MALE 


white lower 
belly and 

white outer undertail coverts 
tail corners 


—e yellow 


Solitary. Sometimes observed in bill 
loose colonies. j 

. ’ 5 Chestnul- 
¢ NESTING Incubation dark brownish e— orange breast 
12-14 days by female. Altricial ore) ape a 


: ; JUVENILE 
young brooded by female; stay in 


nest 14-16 days; female does 
more feeding. Male often tends 
first brood while female begins to 
incubate second clutch. 

2-3 broods per year in south; 
fewer in north. 


Similar Birds 


RUFOUS-BACKED 
ROBIN 
Rufous chest, back, and 
wing coverts; gray head 
and tail; heavy streaking 
¢ POPULATION Abundant and widespread in variety of on throat; yellow bill; 
habitats, including forests, woodlands, gardens, and parks. yellow eyeuine 

: ca : : © southwestern range. 
¢ FEEDERS AND BIRDHOUSES Will come to feeders for 
breadcrumbs. Attracted to birdbaths. Uses nesting shelves. 
® CONSERVATION 
Flight Pattern Neotropical migrant. Becoming 
more common in the Midwest 
and onto the Great Plains with 
planting of shelter belt trees 
and irrigation. Vulnerable to 
pesticide poisoning in the 
food chain. 


FEMALE 


Swift rapid direct flight on strongly 
beating wings. 


Nest Identification Grasses and mud, with lining of fine grass ¢ in all areas of tree, but with shelter 
from rain, or in building or nest shelf * female does more building ® 3-7 pale 


Shape g Leeson te a Si Ns blue eggs, occasionally white, usually unmarked, but occasionally flecked with 


brown; oval to short oval, 1.1 x 0.8 inches. 


Habitat 999 oe 8 oo & af | Migration \ioratory Weight 2.7 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Plumage Sexes differ; 
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Family TURDIDAE Length 9.5 inches Wingspan 1416 inches 


VARIED THRUSH r= 


This uniquely colored thrush, unlike the American Robin, frequents 
dense damp coniferous and deciduous forests and undergrowth as well 
as suburban lawns. It usually feeds and spends time on the ground, 
except when the male perches to sing his somewhat eerie song. One of 
the most strikingly colored thrushes, it has orange underparts, 
wing bars, and eyebrows. Females have a dusky brown 

cast to the upperparts and a dusky brown breast . 

; lniseniles: aoe nd .f set bluish gray 
yand. Juveniles are similar to the female but upperbarts, 
have a scaly appearance to the nape, and crown 
neck and breast and iad 
have white underparts. ~~ 


e SONG A slow 
whistled mysterious- 
sounding caroling 
melody followed by 

fast prolonged warbling, 
first high, then low, and fading at 
the end. Has a soft low call of chup. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Forages for food 
on ground and low in trees. Often remains hidden. 
Eats insects, caterpillars, berries, acorns, and 
sometimes seeds. Defensive of 

nest site and young. 
Responds readily to 
squeaking by birders. 

¢ BREEDING 
Monogamous. Solitary. 
e NESTING Breeding 
biology poorly Known. 
Incubation estimated 


orange eyebrow 


black 


ear patch 


‘ wide black 


necklace 


white undertail 
coverts 


rusty orange 
breast and throat 


\ 


‘ rusty orange 
wing bars 


_e@ orange eyebrow 


brownish gray 


upperparts 


and head 


AMERICAN ROBIN 
Broken white eye ring; 
solid gray wings without 


at 12-14 days by orange breast wing bars; white throat 
female. Young and throat with black striping; 


chestnut-orange 


atcicial; pooded By ii FEMALE f underparts without 
female; leave nest at é breast band or 
13-15 days, fed by both sexes. gO ae” scalloping: yellow bill; 
1—2 broods per Teak. lacks orange eyebrow. 


¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common in dense moist 
woodlands, particularly conifers. 
Rare winter visitor in the East 
to the Atlantic coast. 

e FEEDERS Comes to feeders. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to loss of habitat and 
forest fragmentation due to 
logging and development. 


Swift rapid direct flight on rapidly 
beating wings. 


a - _T, Nest Identification 


<= 2 Ss=5 


Dried leaves, inner bark strips, and soft moss, reinforced with twigs, lined with 
grass and rootlets @ on branch or fork of tree, usually 10-15 feet above ground 
(but up to 25 feet) * built by female ¢ 2—5 pale blue eggs, flecked with browns; 
oval to long oval, 1.2 x 0.9 inches. 


Habitat @ep 9,9 Migration Migratory Weight Undetermined 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape x] 


Location b> 


Plumage Sexes differ 


558 ¢ BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


Family TURDIDAE Species Ridgwayia pinicola | ©"8" 9.5 inches Wingspan 1416 inches 
S| 
| 


AZTEC THRUSH 


This elusive bird often perches high in the treetops, remaining 

still for hours at a time. A native of Mexico, it makes rare visits 

to North America and has been spotted in Arizona and ‘Texas. 

In flight, note the broad white stripe at the base of the 

flight feathers. Females are similar to males but have MALE 

lighter brown overall coloring with more streaking on 

the breast and throat. Juveniles are scalloped with 
Nat, wee k dark blackish 

brown on the underparts and heavily streaked Fina poergl! 

with creamy white on the upperparts. 


e SONG A tremulous slightly burry wheeerr 
or dweeeeir, repeated steadily by the 

male. Calls are a quavering wheeceer, 

a slightly metallic wheer, and a 


white pattern 
on wings 


nasal to clear sweee-wh. white uppertail 
. eS — coverts 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary aoe 
or in pairs. Somewhat —_ flanks mottled 


gregarious after dark brown 
breeding season, 
forming small groups 
or joining mixed flocks 
of up to 50 birds. Best 
detected by voice. 
Forages for food mostly blackish loral 
in trees and shrubs, but mask extends 
sometimes forages on to auriculars @ 
ground. Eats insects, fruit, 
and berries. Frequents pine 
and pine-oak forests. 

e BREEDING chest streaked 
Monogamous. Solitary. Cia lane 
® NESTING Breeding 

biology poorly Known. 

Estimated incubation 

12-14 days by female. Young 
altricial; brooded by female; 

stay in nest estimated 13-15 days, 
fed by both sexes. 1—2 broods per year. 
e POPULATION Rare and 
irregular vagrant in southeastern 
Arizona and ‘Texas to central 
‘Texas coast. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to habitat loss and 
Swift rapid direct flight on quickly forest fragmentation due to 
peste vane? logging and development. 


broad white 
tip on tail 


grayish 
supercilium 


——~e grayish brown head 
and upperparts 


buff pale gray 


wing pattern 
white belly 


and undertail 
COUTTS 


FEMALE 


Nest Identification 


‘Twigs, moss, grasses, and mud, with lining of finer materials © on branch or fork 
of tree, middle to upper level ¢ built by female ¢ 2-3 light blue eggs, unmarked; 


Shape wy Location A> oval to long oval, 1.2 x 0.85 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ | Habitat opp 9,¢ Migration Nonmigratory | “elt Undetermined 


DATE TIME LOCATION __ 
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Family M{IMIDAE Species Pymerella carolinensis Length g 5_9 inches | WiN8sP8n 41-12 inches 


GRAY CATBIRD A 


Its black cap, long tail, and gentle mewing calls are helpful in identifying this 
tame gray bird. Frequenting thick undergrowth and bushes, it will reside in 
summer in the ornamental shrubs, thickets, and hedges in farmyards and 
towns. An accomplished songster with the quality of the other members of 
the mimic thrush family, it patterns its song with phrases, some squeaky, 
some melodious, but none repeated. ‘The song is often interrupted 
with catlike mewing notes. This bird migrates at night. 

Although primarily migratory, birds on 
the coastal plain are nonmigratory. 


slate-gray 


apperpars | black tail 


black cap 
reddish chestnut 


undertail coverts 


short dark bill 


e SONG A mixture of 
sweet to melodious, thin 
to squeaky, and 
sometimes abrasive 
pharases mixed with pauses. 
Does not repeat phrases like 
other eastern mimic thrushes. 
Some individuals mimic sounds 
of other birds, amphibians, and machinery, and incorporate them into their song. Distinctive 
mew notes often included in the phrases. Has call of quiet mew. Also a harsh gait or chack. 


pale gray 
underparts 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Often stays low in thick bush and is easily overlooked. 
Relatively tame, frequently allowing a close approach. Sings from an exposed perch; sometimes 
sings at night. Often cocks tail upward and flicks from side to side. Gleans food from branches 
and foliage and picks it from ground. Eats mostly insects, spiders, berries, and fruits. Strongly 
defends nest and nestlings from predators and intruders. Uncommon cowbird host; recognizes 
their eggs and ejects them from nest. Often in loose flocks with other species in winter. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12-13 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 10-11 days, fed by both sexes No other bird in its range ts slate gray 
but more by male. 2 broods per year. above and below with a long tail. 
¢ POPULATION Common. 


Similar Birds 


® FEEDERS Cheese, bread, 
raisins, cornflakes, milk, cream, 
currants, peanuts, and crackers. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 
Uncommon cowbird host. 


Flight Pattern 


SS 


apie ‘hy 


Swift direct flight on rapid wing beats 
over some distance; short flights often 

with several rapid wing beats and a short 
period with wings pulled to sides. 


3-10 feet above ground (as high as 50 feet) © built by both sexes but female does 
more ® 2-6 dark blue-green eggs; subelliptical, 0.9 x 0.7 inches. 


TIME LOCATION 


560 ¢ BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


Family MIMIDAE Species \fp/anoptila glabrirostris 


Length 75-8 inches | Wingspan 414 inches 


BLACK CATBIRD 


| 
‘The Black Catbird, which is endemic to the Yucatan 
Peninsula, the nearby islands of Mexico, and northern 
Central America, has on one rare occasion strayed from 


its tropical home and been spotted in North America 
in the US. Like most mimic thrushes, it perches to 
sing from a fairly prominent place, but it also 
skulks and hides in the interiors of thickets 
and dense brush. The Black Catbird’s short 
slim black bill, glossy black plumage, and 
distinctively long black tail make it 
unmistakable in the field. Juveniles 
have duller black plumage overall. 
@ SONG A gruff, sometimes 
squeaky and sometimes musical, 
raspy warble of clee to-who-week 

or fe-che-wii, repeated over 


@ short slim 
black bill 


gh OSSY black 


overall eq 


long black tail e 


© black legs and feet 


and over. The Black Catbird’s 
call is a nasal cheeAr sound. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. This is a shy and somewhat 


retiring bird. It usually stays hidden, except when it 1s singing. . ae : 
= : Seg ee | ets Similar Birds 
It generally forages for its food in trees, shrubs, and on the 


GRAY CATBIRD 


ground; it gleans from vegetation or picks food from the ground. 

This bird eats mostly insects, spiders, berries, and fruit. It is black ; . 
weak : ed : ‘ ; slack cap and tail; rusty 

similar in shape, size, and behavior to the Gray Catbird. undertail coverts. 


Slate-gray plumage; 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 
12-13 days by female. Young 
altricial; brooded by female; 
stay in nest 10-12 days, fed by 
both sexes but mostly by male. 
1-2 broods per year. 


Long distance flight is swift and direct on 


rapidly beating wings. Short flights are on 1 1 1 . : 
Se ae : oe ¢ POPULATION Accidental in 
rapidly beating wings followed by brief ai 

tucking of wings to sides. southeastern Texas. 


Nest Identification 


Iwigs, stems, and grasses, lined with finer materials ® in shrub or low tree ® built 


by both sexes @ 2 pale greenish or blue eggs, often dotted with browns; oval to 


Weight 1 3 ounces 


Shape yy Location gay && 
oS: 


short oval, 0.9 x 0.7 inches. 


Migration Ni onmigratory 


DATE : TIME LOCATION 


Plumage Sexes similar 


Habitat oe & 
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Family \{IMIDAE 


NORTHERN MOCKINGBIRD 


‘True to its scientific name, po/yg/ottos, meaning “many 
tongued,” this bird imitates dozens of other birds, as 
well as other animals, insects, machinery, and even 
musical instruments. ‘Traditionally considered a upperparts 

southern bird, it has adapted to a wide range 2 white 

of habitats, from lush southern plantation wing bars . 

gardens to dry cactus land. Although me hae 
| nonmigratory over most of its _ . blackish 
range, northernmost “% bill 
populations do 
migrate. When 

| sparring with a rival 

| or when in flight, the 
large white wing patches arioeiine 
and the white outer tail feathers ae oath m ay underparts 
flash conspicuously. Juveniles have he wings 

underparts spotted with gray-browns. 


medium gray 


long blackish gray tail 
with white outer feathers 


e¢ SONG Perches to sing a variety of original 

and imitative sounds, each repeated 3-5 (or more) times. 

Also has an evening “whisper song.” Call 1s a bold abrasive 
check. Often flutters skyward while singing and tumbles back 

| to perch. May sing well into the night or, on moonlit nights or 
under the glow of a security light, may sing all night. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Conspicuous. Forages on 
ground and in bushes and trees. Lifts wings straight up with a 

| jerky snap to bring insects out of hiding. Eats various insects 
and fruit. Very defensive during breeding season, especially 
close to the nest or young. Will attack larger birds and mammals 


BAHAMA 
\MIOCKINGBIRD 
Larger; lacks white 
wing patches; browner 
upperparts; streaking 


that come too near. Sexes defend separate winter feeding 
territory. Has adapted well to disturbed habitats created by man 
and thrives in suburbs, towns, villages, and farmlands. 


on neck and flanks; 
white-tipped tail 


® eastern range. 


‘TOWNSEND'S 
SOLITAIRE 
Darker gray; white eye 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Long-term pair 
bonds. Males perform display where they face one another and 
hop sideways, trying to keep other birds out of territory. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12-13 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 11-13 days, fed by both sexes. 
2-3 broods per year. 


ring; buff wing patches; 
shorter bill; white outer 
tail feathers. 


¢ POPULATION Common. 
(ii Range is expanding north, 
| particularly to the Northeast. 
Casual north of the mapped 
distribution range, sometimes 
Long flight is swift and strong on steadily as far north as Alaska. 


beating wings. Shorter flights with several pa Re eet ° 
¢ FEEDERS Will come for 


quick wing strokes alternated with wings ie 
pulled to sides; repeated. bread, suet, and raisins. 


Sticks, stems, bits of fabric, dead leaves, and string, lined with finer materials 
¢ set in fork on branch of tree or shrub, usually 3-10 feet above ground ¢ built 


Shape wy Location a ds. 4 by both sexes ¢ 2-6 blue-green eggs, with splotches of brown; oval to short 


oval, occasionally short subelliptical, 1.0 x 0.8 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | 4@bitat@, @ @ se ww ¥ | Migration Nonmigratory | Ye" 1.7 ounces 


DATE TIME 


LOCATION 


562 ¢ BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


Family MIMIDAE Species Winns gundlachii | ‘©"8t 11 inches Wingspan 45 5inches 
| 


aw 


B AHAMA MOCKI NGBIRD gray streaking on 


head and neck 


This native -of the West Indies is a rare visitor to 
the Florida Keys and southern Florida. It is similar 
to but larger than the Northern Mockingbird. In 
flight it lacks the large white wing patches of the — brownish gray 
Northern Mockingbird and the larger, more upperparts with 
fan-shaped tail is white only on the tip. It Bry SIEGES 
mostly frequents thick scrubby areas but 
has also made itself at home in the 
towns, villages, parks, and gardens within 
its Caribbean range. 2 white 

: ote ; : wing bars 
e SONG Sings a variety of musical ‘ 
melodies, which are loud and varied, but 
does not imitate other birds or animals. 
Certain characteristic notes recur with gray streaking 
enough frequency to identify the singer, — 0” flanks 
cheewee, chipwee, chipwoo, cheewoo. Call is a 
grating check or chup. 
e BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 
Somewhat retiring, but male sings from a 
conspicuous perch, often fluttering straight 
up for several feet while singing, only to 
fall back to the perch. Eats various insects, 
spiders, berries, fruits, and occasionally 
small reptiles. Snaps wings up with a 
jerking movement to bring insects out of 
their hiding places. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary 
nester. Males face one another on edge 
of territory, hop sideways, and try to 
prevent the other male birds from coming 
into territory. 


e NESTING Incubation 12-13 days by 


female. Young altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest 

10-12 days, fed by both sexes. 2-3 broods per year. 

e POPULATION Rare in North America on Dry Tortugas, the 
Florida Keys (may have nested at Key West), and the mainland 
of southern Florida. 


® FEEDERS Will come for 
Flight Pattern raisins, suet, and bread. 
® CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to habitat loss on the 
Caribbean islands; perhaps 
some displacement on islands 
where Northern Mockingbird 
has been introduced. 


Rather swift direct flight with 
purposeful wing strokes. 


white-tipped tail 


gray-buff 
underparts 


Similar Birds 
NORTHERN 
MOCKINGBIRD 
Smaller; grayer 
plumage; white wing 
patches; white outer tail 
feathers on blackish tail; 
lacks streaking on neck, 
back, and flanks. 


Nest Identification Sticks, stems, dried leaves, fiber, paper, bits of fabric, and string, with 


lining of finer materials ¢ in fork of shrub or low in tree ® built by both 


Shape @y veostion & sexes ® 2-6 creamy white or pinkish white eggs, with brown markings; 
i ot oval to short oval, 1.0 x 0.8 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar ‘| Nabitat@ j+ 8 « Migration Nonmigratory | Wel€t 2.4 ounces 


DATE TIME_ ; LOCATION 
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Species Oreoscoptes montanus | “®8 8.5 inches Wind>Pan 11.5 inches 


SAGE THRASHER 


At dawn the male Sage Thrasher flies to a high 
perch and sings its pleasant song over the 
sagebrush plains. Slightly smaller than a robin, 
its short bill, ashy brown upperparts, and 
striped breast set it apart from other 
thrashers in its range. ‘This shy bird 
quickly flies away when approached 
and slips into the thick sagebrush 2 

or runs off on the ground. Its wing bars 
streaking may be very faded 

and faint on individuals 

with worn plumage. The 

juvenile has a streaked 

head and back. 


FamilY \MIMIDAE 


yellow eyes 


brownish gray 
upperparts 


short, straight, 


white f 
slender bill 


whitish underparts 
with heavy brownish 
gray streaking on 
breast, sides, and flanks 


white-tipped outer 


tail feathers SEE iat ‘ nes oe Birds 


’ CURVE-BILLED 

SP a THRASHER 

| SF ff » Ds Larger in size; longer 

| é decurved bill; lighter 
ai spotting/mottling on 
breast; indistinct wing 
bars; white-tipped outer 
tail feathers; buffy 


¢ SONG Perches to sing pleasant warbled phrases, continuously 
varied, sometimes repeated. Alarm call 1s chuck-chuck. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Perches high in a 
conspicuous place to sing. Sometimes sings in flight. Shy and 
retiring. Terrestrial, spending considerable time on ground, 
where it moves quickly in searching for food. Feeds primarily 
on insects and fruit, which it gleans from soil or foliage. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 13-17 days by both sexes. Young 
altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest 11-14 days, fed by both 
sexes. 1-2 broods per year. Rejects cowbird eggs. 


¢ POPULATION Common to 


fairly common in sagebrush 


plains. Casual to accidental in 
the East and on Pacific Coast. 


¢ CONSERVATION 
Fairly swift flight on shallow wing beats. 
For short flights, several rapid wing 
strokes are alternated with a brief period 
with wings pulled to sides; repeated. 


of sagebrush flats has led to 
declining population. 


Neotropical migrant. Clearing 


crissum. 


CACTUS WREN 

Brown cap; broad white 
supercilium; long 
decurved bill; 
upperparts streaked 
rusty brown and white; 
whitish underparts 
heavily spotted with 
black; tawny-buff flanks, 
sides, and crissum; white 
band on tail. 


‘Twigs, forbs, bits of bark, and leaves, lined with fine materials ¢ in sage, other 


bush, or on ground ® usually less than 3 feet above ground © built by both sexes 
¢ 4-7 deep or greenish blue eggs, heavily spotted with browns; oval to short oval, 
1.0 x 0.8 inches. 


lumage Sexes similar | Habitat > Migration \fiorato | Weight 14 ounces 
g ry 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


| Shape wy Location aa 


564 e BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


Family MIMIDAE Length 11.5 inches Wingspan 42.5_14 inches 


BROWN THRASHER 


This shy bird becomes highly aggressive when 

defending its young, often charging toward the head ee ee nee 
: , ure) hlack bill with paler 

of any intruder. The male bird sings from an hase to. lower mandible 

exposed perch, sometimes quite high. It is able to 

imitate other birds but most often sings its own 

song, which is a curious mixture of musical 

phrases. Its bright rufous upperparts and 

heavily streaked underparts distinguish woddich Broa 

this species from all other thrashers in upperparts 

its range. Although primarily migratory, 

birds in the South do not migrate. 

e SONG Male sings conversation- 

like phrases of 4e//o, hello, yes, yes, 

who is this? Who is this? I should say, 

I should say, with the varied Paphite 

phrases being given in two’s wing bars 

and three’s. Reported to have 

the largest song repertoire of 

all North American birds 

with more than 1,100 song 

types recorded. Call is a 

bold smack or churr. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or 

in pairs. Highly terrestrial; 
forages on or near ground for 
food. Finds insects by digging 
with bill. Eats mainly insects, 
small amphibians, fruit, and 
some grains. Runs quickly on 
ground; turns over leaves and 
moves debris with bill. upperparts dalle: 
Frequents dense brush, early streaking on creamy 
successional stage woodlots, and forest edges. Has adapted to White underparts; 


ae : : x ? Si cg aT ee 
living in shrubby ornamental vegetation of suburbs and gardens. ; we 
Hs ) longer, more decurved 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. bill; reddish orange eye; 

¢ NESTING Incubation 11-14 days by both sexes. Young long eray-Drown 

altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest 9-13 days, fed by both 
sexes. 2-3 broods per year. 


e¢ POPULATION Common to 
fairly common. Rare in the 

Maritimes and in the West. 

¢ FEEDERS Will sometimes 

tend feeders for raisins, suet, 

and bread. 


deep 


yellow eyes 


pale buff to 
white underparts 
with heavy 
streaking 


Similar Birds 


LONG-BILLED 
‘THRASHER 
More brownish gray 


» Jong reddish 
brown tail 


Rather fast flight on shallow wing beats. 
Short flights are made with several rapid 
wing beats alternated with brief periods 
with wings pulled to sides; repeated. 


Nest Identification Sticks, grasses, and dried leaves, lined with fine grasses ® in bush, on ground, or 


in low tree, usually 1-10 feet above ground ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 2-6 pale 


bluish white or white eggs, with pale brown specks, occasionally wreathed; oval 


Shape Location mane 1: 
P @ & > Ay to short oval, 0.1 x 0.8 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar || Habitat > @ a Migration Misratory _ Weight 2.4 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family MIMIDAE Species 7 yosroma longirostre | ‘®°8t4 11.5 inches 


LONG-BILLED THRASHER — 


yellow-orange eyes 


Wingspan 12.5_13.5 inches 


‘This native of eastern Mexico and southern 
‘Texas is similar to the Brown ‘Thrasher in 

habit and appearance, but it has a longer, 

more decurved bill. Its plumage 1s more 

gray, although the time of year and the 

extent of the bird’s molt of the grayish brown 
feathers also can affect color. Highly — “Pperparts 
terrestrial, foraging on or near the 
ground, it flies to a high open perch 
to sing. This bird is most at home 

in the dense undergrowth of river- 
bottom forests but also is found 

in the cactus and mesquite of 

drier uplands. 

¢ SONG Male perches to sing 
conversation-like phrases, 

similar to the Brown ‘Thrasher, 

in doubles and triples. Various 

calls of ¢swck, a soft k/eak, and a 

bold flutelike cheeooep. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 

pairs. Terrestrial. Somewhat shy, 
retreating when approached. 

Runs on ground; forages for food 

on ground and low in trees and 
shrubs. Often finds insects by 

digging in ground with bill. Eats 
mostly insects, small amphibians, 

and fruit. Maintains interspecific 
winter territories with Brown 
Thrasher when both are present. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 13-14 days by both sexes. Altricial 
young brooded by female for just 2 days; leave nest at 

12-14 days, fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common in brush and scrubland, bottomland 
willows, and dense forest habitat. Rare in western ‘Texas. Accidental 


in New Mexico and Colorado. 
Flight Pattern 


¢ CONSERVATION Declining 
Long flights are relatively swift on rapidly 


in southern ‘Texas due to 
clearing of brushlands for 
beating wings. Shorter flights with several 
fast shallow wing strokes alternated with 


development and agriculture. 
brief periods with wings pulled to sides. 


Common host to cowbird eggs. 
Nest Identification 


Shape wy Location sui bail 


long black 
decurved bill 


dark malar 
St 1pes 


2 whit 
wing bars 


creamy buff 
underparts with 
heavy black 


streaking 


BROWN THRASHER 
Shorter bill is not as 
decurved; more rusty 
brown upperparts; 


brown streaking on 
buffy underparts; white 
wing bars; long rufous- 
red tail; yellow eye. 


Prickly sticks, with lining of straw and soft grasses ® in middle of shrub, bush, 
or small tree, 4-10 feet above ground ® built by both sexes ¢ 2—5 blue-green or 


greenish white eggs, speckled with reddish brown, occasionally wreathed; ovate 
to short oval, 1.1-x 0.8 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat_@ op @ oe Migration Nionmigratory | Wel€"t 2.4 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family MIMIDAE Species Tyyostoma curvirostre | *&%8th 11 inches Wingspan 44 inch 


cs 
aA 


CURVE-BILLED THRASHER 


Fond of water, the Curve-billed Thrasher is often 
observed in birdbaths, near dripping faucets, and 
near other water sources, which often are in scant 
supply in the desert and semiarid brushlands this 
bird inhabits, especially those with cholla cactus 
and mesquite. A nonmigratory bird, the Curve- 
billed Thrasher is a year-round resident that 
rarely wanders from its range, centered inthe —-£’@)-4rown 
southwestern United States and Mexico. ld al ae 
‘The most common of the desert 
thrashers, it displays a curved black 
bill, spotted underparts, buffy 
undertail coverts, and bright 
orange eyes in the adult. 
Some individuals have 

thin white wing bars. 

‘The westernmost 

race has indistinct 

spotting. Juveniles 

have straighter bills 

and yellow eyes. 


OTANLE VES 


» while- to gray- 


buff-tipped tail 


e SONG Calls include a sharp w/it-wheet, which sometimes 
includes 3 notes. Song is melodic, varied, and intricate, often 
with low trills and warbles, often with 2—3 repetitions of phrases. 
@ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Terrestrial. Often 
conspicuous and noisy. Searches for insects by digging 
vigorously into the ground with bill. Also eats spiders, small 
reptiles, snails, fruits (especially cactus fruits), seeds, and 
berries. Mates remain paired throughout the year, often reusing 
the same nest. May build roosting platform in winter that 
becomes nest in spring. 
e BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 
e NESTING Incubation 12-15 days by both sexes, but mostly 
by female; female incubates at night and also trades off with 
male during the day. Young altricial; brooded by female (often to 
shade them from sun); remain in nest 11-18 days, fed by both 
sexes. 2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common. 


Flight Pattern 


southeast California and north 


Long flights are swift and direct on rapidly ® FEEDERS Will come to 


beating wings. Shorter flights are several Saterand feeders aii int 
rapid shallow wing beats followed by brief Se ane Sac e Gers nut we 


periods of wings at sides or short glide. 


orange to yellow- 


Small declines in Texas but still 
abundant farther west. Casual in 


and east of its permanent range. 


long curved 


black bill 


faintly spotted 
breast 


buff-gray 
underparts 


BENDIRE’S ‘THRASHER 
Smaller and more 
slender; shorter, less 
straight bill; yellow 
eyes; triangular or 
arrowhead-shaped 
markings on underparts; 
different call note. 

¢ only in the West. 


SAGE ‘THRASHER 
Smaller; yellow eyes; 
short straight slender 
bill; whitish underparts; 
heavy brownish gray 
streaks on breast, sides, 
and flanks; 2 white 
wing bars; white-tipped 
outer tail feathers. 


DATE TIME 


Nest Identification Lined with fine materials, including twigs and grass ¢ often found 2-8 feet above 


ground in shrub, cactus, or tree ® built by both sexes ¢ 1-5 pale blue-green eggs, 
Shape ww Location Qe 


with pale brown spots, rarely wreathed; ovate to short ovate or elliptical ovate, 


1.2 x 0.8 inches. 


Bees Sexes similar | Mabitat_ @ ww } 


Migration Nionmigratory | Weléht 2.8 ounces 


LOCATION 
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Family SPURNIDAE Species Syyrnus vulgaris | “€M8 8.5 inches WinesPan 15.5 inches 


EUROPEAN STARLING 


‘This chunky Eurasian species was introduced to North America in 1890 in 
New York City’s Central Park and has become so well established that large 
flocks have in some cases become a nuisance, roosting in cities and 
towns from coast to coast and north into Canada to the 
tree line. ‘Tenacious in nature, this bird competes buffy tips 

5 : buffy tips and 
with native species such as woodpeckers, edging to feathers of 
flycatchers, and bluebirds for nesting holes. back and mantle e 
This bird’s winter plumage shows white 
specks and its yellow bill becomes a dull 
gray. Juveniles are sooty gray-brown 
overall with pale streaking on the 
underparts and a dull brown bill. 
e SONG Sings various trilling 
melodies, clear whistles, 
clatters, and twitters in 
groups. Imitates songs of 
other birds, including Eastern 
Wood-Pewee and Northern 
Bobwhite, as well as mechanical sounds. 
Also has a flutelike pheeHW. Singing male often 
stands erect and flaps wings vigorously in display. 


short tail 


long pointed 


yellow bill 


black overall 
with iridescent 
sheen of purple 
and green 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs in breeding season. Juveniles 

form foraging flocks. Gregarious after breeding season, forming flocks with 
juveniles for foraging and roosting. Joins other species in winter roosts, which 
may number more than a million birds. Most often feeds in open areas, ff 
primarily on the ground. Eats various insects, fruits, and grains. ‘The muscles JUVENILE 
that open its bill are stronger than those that close it, a unique trait that allows 

this bird to insert its bill in vegetation or into the ground and then pry it open to reveal food. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Often forms loose colonies. Some individual males polygynous. 
Aggressive in claiming nesting chambers. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by both sexes, but female 
does more. Young altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest 
18-21 days, fed by both sexes. First flight at about 26 days. 


mee No native species of blackbird has 
2—3 broods per year. 


yellow bill; short tail; chunky body; 
¢ POPULATION Common. Stable over most of continent: buffy streaking on back and wing 


i Bk : . coverts; and a notched tail. 
perhaps still expanding range north and south. 
¢ FEEDERS AND BIRDHOUSES Will come for bread, peanut 


butter, suet, and small seeds. 
Flight Pattern 


Uses bluebird-sized or larger 


nest boxes. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Conservation laws in the US do 
not protect nongame, non- 
native species. 


Strong swift direct flight on rapidly 
beating wings. 


Grass, twigs, forbs, rootlets, and straw ® in natural hollow of tree, bird box, 


= | _ Nest Identification 


BHApS By ii 
Location & by 3 ii ne 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat _ @ we see #8 | Migration Northern birds migrate | Ve'8ht 3.0 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


crevice in man-made structure, or abandoned woodpecker hole, 10-25 feet above 
ground (but up to 60 feet) ® built by both sexes ¢ 4-8 pale bluish or greenish 

white eggs, usually unmarked, but sometimes marked with browns; short oval to 
long oval, 1.2 x 0.8 inches. 
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Family MOTACILLIDAE 


Species Woracilla citreola Length 6 25 inches 
CITRINE WAGTAIL | 
| 


Found deep in the damp meadows | 
and grassy marshes of Eurasia, where 
it makes its native home, this small 
citrus-colored bird has only once 
been found in North America. 

And it was not found in the 

most likely places near the 


bright yellow head 


r black nape 


blackish gray, gray, or 
@ sometines black back 
2 white 


Aleutian or the Pribilof islands, 
wing bars 


or perhaps on the coast of 
Alaska, rather it was found 
near Starkville, Mississipp1. 
‘The female Citrine Wagtail ts 
similar to the male but has a 
duller overall coloring and a 
greenish gray top to her head, 
rather than the bright yellow bright yellow we 


2» black wings 
J 


black tail with 
while outer 
tail feathers 


head coloring of the male. underparts 
Juveniles are very similar to 

juveniles of the Yellow 

Wagtail and are perhaps 

indistinguishable from that 

bird in the field. 

© SONG ‘The Citrine Wagtail 

male gives a series of bold 

short chirps when it is in its 

characteristic skylarking flight. 

Its call is a loud ssu//e. 

¢ BEHAVIOR This wagtail pairs in breeding 

season; it Is very gregarious at most other times, generally 
forming flocks. ‘Che Citrine Wagtail forages for food on the YELLOW WAGTAIL 
ground and also in low trees, where it gleans from the foliage. It ee ee ieee 
feeds primarily on a variety of insects and also on worms and SOX ing coverts and flight 


some fruits. Phe Citrine Wagtail typically can be found ™ — feathers; yellow 
undertail coverts; gray 


white undertail 
COVETTS 


perching on bushes and on grass stems when it is not foraging 
for food. Generally in its native range this bird is found in chat iu-breedine 
habitats that are wet or near water. season ® western range. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 

14-15 days by both sexes. 
Young altricial; brooded by 
female; stay in nest 13-15 days, 
fed by both sexes. 1 brood per 
year. 

Several rapid wing strokes alternating ® POPULATION Accidental in 
with wings pulled to sides. North America. 


nape and crown; white 


Nest Identification 


Shape cop Location mmm xxx 


Plant stems and moss with lining of leaves, hair, and feathers @ sheltered by 
o d 
grassy tussock @ built by female ¢ 4-5 ocherous or light blue eggs, with fine 


brown speckling; subelliptical, 0.77 x 0.57 inches. 


A I= Migration Mfisratory Weight ().7 ounce 


DATE dope ___ TIME LOCATION 
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Species Woracilla alba | *©98th 6.57.25 inches | Wingspan g 510 inches 


Family \OTACILLIDAE 


WHITE WAGTAIL 


‘This Eurasian bird has a small but stable 
nesting population in Alaska and 
Greenland. Like most wagtails, it wags 
its long black tail, with white outer tail 
feathers, up and down and bobs tts 
head while walking. Highly 
adaptable, it will nest under eaves 
of houses, on bridges, and ivy- 


black cap 


and nape @ 


gray back, e——, 
scapulars, 
and rump 


covered walls, as well as 
natural cavities of cliffs and 
banks. ‘he adult female is 
similar to the male. 
Wintering adults have less 
extensive black on the 
chin, throat, and breast, 
and juveniles have 

mostly white underparts. 


black tail with e———~ 
white outer tail 
feathers 


e SONG Sings an energetic trilling twitter with notes similar to 
its call notes, which sound like ch/zzvk-chizzik. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs; in flocks in migration and 
winter. Forages for food on ground, on and around rocks, and in 
shallow water. Eats mostly insects and snails. Frequents 
wetlands, shores of lakes, ponds, rivers, and inhabited areas, 
including agricultural areas. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. Courting male chases 
female until she notices him, then he shows off his shining 
black neck. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by both sexes, but female 
does more. Young altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest 


Flight Pattern 


14-16 days, fed by both sexes. 


1—2 broods per year. 


¢ POPULATION Small 
Alaskan population ts fairly 


Several rapid wing beats alternated with 
wings drawn to sides; repeated. 


common and stable. Casual in 
North America on the West 
Coast; accidental in the East. 


black bib from 


chin to lower breast 


© white underparts 


BLACK-BACKED 
WAGTAIL 

In flight, shows mostly 
white wings with black 
tips to outer primarics 
¢ breeding adult has 
black back ® winter 
adult has black U- 
shaped patch 
encircling breast from 


side of head. 


. . Grass, forbs, leaves, roots, twigs, lichen, and moss, lined with grass, hair, and 
Nest Identification ; : Sees eta eS 
feathers ® in cavity or ridge of cliff, bank, bridge, or building, 3-10 feet above 


Shape cup 


Location ‘ Be a) 


BAX me Sek 


subelliptical, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


ground ® sometimes on ground sheltered by grassy tussock or tree roots ® built 
by female ¢ 4-8 grayish or bluish white eggs, with gray or brown speckles; 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ae ~en sexe | Migration Migratory Weight (7 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family MOTACILLIDAE Species Woracilla lugens Length 7.25 inches _ | WiNespan 10 inches 
| 


BLACK-BACKED WAGTAIL 


‘This slender long-tailed native of Asia reaches the 


Western Hemisphere by making regular spring 
and summer visits to the western Aleutian 


thin black line 
Islands. Occasionally these birds also nest through eye 


in the Aleutians. Although the Black- 
backed Wagtail is very similar to the black-and-white 
White Wagtail in appearance, its upperparts 
upperparts are black instead of 

gray when the bird ts in 

breeding plumage. ‘The white patch on 
long tail is black with folded wings 
white outer tail 
feathers, which is 
conspicuous 1n 
flight, as are the 
almost entirely 
white wings. Winter 
plumage shows a 
white throat with a 
black necklace. 
Juveniles resemble long slim black e 
legs and feet 


black throat, 
sides of neck, 
and breast 


white underparts 


black tail with white 


outer tail feathers 


adults but are gray 
without black markings JUVENILE 
on head, upperparts, or breast. ‘This Similar Birds 3 
bird frequents wetlands, river banks, and lake shores. RR RF 
WHITE WAGTAIL 
Pale gray back; 
extensively blackish 


eB ; sc caais : : , : : ; , flight feathers of wing, 
EHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Gregarious in migration and wich white séoaneae 
winter, often roosting in large flocks at night. Walks on ground, coverts producing bar 


Ne 

often pumping long tail up and down repeatedly, moving the i (ratte wing ee. 

~ ° . ° adults retain some Dlack 

head backward and forward in characteristic manner. May ‘6c wie nee 
: : : : : , on lower cheek, sides of 

change its gait to a fast jerky run. Feeds actively on ground and breast; but chin and 

in shallow waters. Eats mostly insects and snails. Sometimes throat white ¢ juveniles 


nests around human habitation. gray above without — 
black; white below with 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. dusky black band on 
¢ NESTING Incubation 13-15 days by both sexes, but female UEPECeeyE 

does more. Young altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest 

12-15 days, fed by both sexes. 
1—2 broods per year. 

@ POPULATION Rare to 
casual in North America on 
outer Aleutians and other 
Alaskan islands; casual on the 
West Coast. Accidental in the 


e SONG Sings a lively warbling melody. Call is a chuchun, 
chuchun, often given in flight. 


Flight Pattern 


Several shallow quick wing strokes, 


alternated with wings drawn to 


sides; repeated. East. 


Nest Identification Grass, forbs, leaves, roots, and twigs, lined with grass, hair, and 


feathers @ in ridges of cliff or hollow in bank; sometimes on ground 


Shape cq ov Location cg game | © built by female ® +6 grayish or bluish white eggs, with brown 
a 
hae i 


speckles; subelliptical, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar Habitat Me YS Migration Migratory ~« | Weléht Undetermined 


DATE : TIME ; LOCATION 


! 
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Family \fOTACILLIDAE Species A nrhus rubescens 


AMERICAN PIPIT 


‘This sparrow-sized bird spends most of its time on the open 
ground, where it runs and walks, rather than hops. Like 

many of the pipits, the male has a dramatic song flight in 
which he flies to a height of 50 to 200 feet then floats 

down with feet dangling below and tail cocked 

upward, all the while continuing to sing. ‘The 

American Pipit’s breeding ranges extend from 

alpine tundra in the high mountains of the ee 
western US to arctic tundra across the top of upperparts 
the continent. Winter birds have browner 
upperparts and they have more heavily 
streaked underparts. 


slim blackish 
I bill 


buffy wing 
bars on dark 
gray wings 


e SONG A repetitive rapid series of 
notes, chee-chee-chee or cheedal!- 
cheedal-cheedal. Ca\\ sounds like 

wit, wit Or pip-pit and is most 

often given in flight. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or 
in pairs; gregarious after 
breeding season, 
forming flocks 

that may be very white outer 
large and mixed with tail jeae ers black legs and feet 
other species, including 

Horned Larks and longspurs. 

Walks on ground, often bobbing its head 

while pumping tail up and down or wagging it. Forages in 
foliage, grass, and soil. Also wades into shallow waters to pick 
food from surface. Eats insects and their larvae, seeds, small 
mollusks, and crustaceans. Alpine species may escape severe 
weather by moving down mountain slopes to warmer valleys. 


buff underparts 
with faint brown 
streaking 


SPRAGUE’S PIPIT 

Buff- and blackish- 
streaked upperparts; dark 
eye on pale buff face with 


pale eye ring; pinkish to 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Male has yellow legs and feet; 


slender yellowish bill; 


courtship Bone flight. white underparts with 
¢ NESTING Incubation 13-15 days by female. Young altricial; deeper buff on lightly 
brooded by female; stay in nest 13-15 days, when they can sipeace? biesedoes aa 


pump tail. 


make short flight. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common and widespread in tundra and alpine 


tundra; in winter, in fields and 
Flight Pattern 


on beaches. 


¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Vulnerable 
to habitat loss on wintering 
grounds as well as foraging areas 
in migration. 


Swift flight on series of rapidly beating 
wings, alternated with wings pulled to 
sides; repeated. 


Often no nest materials; sometimes sticks and grass, occasionally with lining of 
small amount of mammal hair @ sheltered by bank, rocks, or hillock ¢ built by 
female ¢ 3-7 grayish white eggs, with brown splotches; subelliptical, 

0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar |'abitat_ | a@a 1. ~ea__| Migration Mioratory Weight (8 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


. Nest Identification 


Shape -ge- wy Location mm ¢x¥ 
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Family MOTACILLIDAE SPECIES An thus spragueli Length 6 5 inches Wingspan }(_11 inches 


ee S| 


SPRAGUE’S PIPIT 


Because its plumage serves as camouflage in dark eyes 


ee . a ; ; buff- and 
the prairie grasses, this bird is hard to spot. pb meahed 


When frightened, it often chooses to run upperparts @ 
or freeze, rather than fly. Olive-tan 
upperparts are edged with buff on the 
coverts, flight feathers, and back, 
creating a scaly appearance. Dark eyes 
encircled by thin eye rings stand out 
in sharp contrast to a buffy face. In 
flight, white outer feathers are 
evident on the mostly black tail. 
Unlike the American Pipit, it 

does not bob or wag its tail 

when it walks. 

e SONG In display 
flight sings unkling 
downward series 

of clear musical 
notes, /zee, (&ee-a. ” 
Call is high-pitched whine one 
Squect-squeet-squeel, tail feathers 
mostly given in flight. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 

pairs; gregarious after breeding 
season, forming flocks, often with other species. Secretive. 
Walks and runs on ground as it forages in tall grasses and grain 
fields. Eats insects and seeds. When flushed, flies an extended 
erratic pattern before dropping back into the grasses. Female 
sits tightly on the nest; she often flies up to meet the male as he 
descends from his aerial courtship flight. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. Courting male flies in 
spirals as high as 500 feet, circles and sings, then closes his 
wings and falls earthward, opening his wings just above ground. 
¢ NESTING Incubation unknown but estimated at 12-14 days 
by female. Altricial young brooded by female; stay in nest 

10-11 days, fed by female. 1-2 broods per year. 


yellowish to creamy 
pink feet and legs 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon in short-grass prairies and grassy 


agricultural fields. Rare in fall 
Flight Pattern and winter in California; 
accidental in East. 


¢ CONSERVATION 


Swift flight on series of rapidly beating 


wing strokes, alternated with wings pulled and perhaps wintering ranges. 


in to body; repeated. 


Nest Identification 


Neotropical migrant. Declining 
due to habitat loss on breeding 


& thin pale bill 


pale buff face 


whitish to buff 
underparts with 
dark streaking 


AMERICAN PIPIT 
Darker and grayer back 
without stripes; deeper 
buff breast; brown to 
black legs and feet; 
dark bill; buffy wing 
bars; dark grayish face; 
bobs and wags tail 
continuously. 


VESPER SPARROW 
Stockier; short conical 
bill; less extensive 
white on outer tail 
feathers; white- 
bordered dark ear 
patch; chestnut patch in 
bend of wing. 


Grasses ® on ground, sometimes on grassy tussock ® built by female ¢ 4-6 pale 
buff or grayish white eggs, splotched with browns or gray, often with fine dark 


Shape iN] Location ames wx 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat -e@ Migration Migratory Weight ().9 ounce | 


brown lines at larger end; subelliptical, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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BOHEMIAN WAXWING 


‘True to its name, this bird is highly nomadic and travels in 
flocks over a wide range in search of abundant food sources, 
particularly berries, which make up its principal diet. In 
winter it often is attracted to berries and fruits produced 

by ornamental plantings in towns and residential 

areas, and flocks may appear as if from nowhere, 


lingering until the larder is stripped. Gray 
underparts with cinnamon undertail coverts 
distinguish it from the smaller Cedar 


grayish upperparts 
with more brown on 


the back and head 


Waxwing. Like its more widespread 


relative its tail is yellow upped. 
In flight it shows a white 
patch at the base of the 
primaries. Juveniles have 
heavily streaked underparts 
and whitish throats. 

¢ SONG While flying, 
utters continuous 
twittering and chatter. 

Call is an abrasive 

scree OL BILITL. 

¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs or 
small groups during 
breeding season; gregarious 
rest of year, forming 

flocks. Usually feeds close 
to other birds on ground 
and in trees. Perches to 


usually waxy 
red tips on 
secondaries 


CINNAMON 
undertail coverts 


blackish gray tail 
with yellow trim 


spot insects, then hawks them in flight. Eats fruit, berries, and 
insects. Drinks sap. Very tame. Southward eruptions are 
unpredictable and varied, often tied to crashes in food sources 


in breeding range. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 14-15 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 13-18 days, fed by both sexes. 


1 brood per year. 


long grayish 
cinnamon 
crest 
Narrow 
J sha & mask 
with white 
lower border 


black chin 


gray underparts 


white markings on 
grayish wings with red 


and yellow borders 


JUVENILE 


Similar Birds 


CEDAR WAXWING 
Smaller; browner 
upperparts; yellow on 
belly; white undertail 
coverts; lacks yellow 
and white bars and 
spots on wings. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common to uncommon in mixed conifer 
and open coniferous woodlands 


oo 2 Pichi Pattern 


Strong rapid flight with a series of rapid 
wing beats alternating with wings pulled 
briefly to sides. Hawks for insects. 


= 


= a iil {i ie aie fi ral ‘fin Dy; ; i 
oe Nest Identification 
EU GNM ULI MEN ceed MUL oT —- 


Shape —s «gp Location iv’ 


and muskeg; widespread in 
range in winter. 


e FEEDERS Comes to feeders 


for dried fruits and berries. 
© CONSERVATION 


Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 


logging in coniferous forests. 


Sticks, lichen, stems, and grass; lined with mosses and fine materials ® far out on 


horizontal limb, 4-50 feet above ground 


¢ built by both sexes @ 2-6 pale bluish 


gray eggs, splotched and marked with black, especially at larger end; oval, 1.0 x 


0.7 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat .¢ @ Migration Migratory WeleMt 2.0 ounces 


DATE TIME 


LOCATION 
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Family BOMBYCILLIDAE SpecleS Bombycilla cedrorum 


CEDAR WAXWING 


Named for the red waxlike tips on its brownish head 
secondaries, this social bird travels:in large and back 
flocks in the nonbreeding season and may 

even nest in loose colonies. ‘The purpose of ive 
the “red wax” is long-debated, but younger brie 
birds do not have it and the older birds that crest 

do often choose each other as mates and 
produce more young than the younger pairs. 
At times this bird may become so intoxicated 
on overripe fruit that it cannot fly. Females 
are similar to males but show a brownish 
rather than a blackish throat (a difficult field 
mark that can be observed only at close 
hand). Juveniles have streaked upperparts 
and underparts. 

e SONG Call is thin, high-pitched 
warbled zeeee or zeeeet, more protracted 
just before leaving perch; may 

call constantly 1n flight. a. 
¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs and uppertail 
or in small to large flocks. Goons 
Gregarious, especially in 

migration and winter. Tame and 

sociable. Feeds close to other birds 

in trees or on ground. Eats fruit, 

flower petals, and insects; drinks sap. 
Several may sit on a wire or branch and 
pass a piece of fruit back and forth, beak 

to beak. Hawks insects, particularly maytly hatches and those of 
similar species, especially along streams. 

® BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary to colonial. During 
courtship, male and female will sit together and pass flower 


Length 7 inches 


Wingspan 1112.25 inches. 


—~e narrow black 
mask bordered 
white below 


blackish throat 


brownish 
breast, sides, 
and wing coverts 


light yellow belly 


red waxy tips 
on secondary 
flight feathers 
of older birds 


Pe white undertail 
COVETTS 


yellow trim on 
end of gray- 
black tail 


BOHEMIAN WAXWING 
Larger; grayer; 
cinnamon undertail 
coverts; white and 


petals back and forth, share food, and rub bills. yew ae ph = a 
wings; wnite Dara ase 
e NESTING Incubation 12-16 days by both sexes. Young of primaries on folded 


altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest 14-18 days, fed by both wing shows as white 
sexes. 1-2 broods per year. pares eens 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common to uncommon in woodland, forest 


edge, farmlands with fruit trees, 
", Flight Pattern 


towns, and suburbs. 


® FEEDERS Raisins and 
berries; attracted to birdbaths. 
© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Not a 
common cowbird host; often 
rejects or damages its eggs. 


Strong rapid flight with several quick wing 
strokes alternating with brief periods of 
wings pulled to sides; repeated. 


Nest Identification Sticks, mosses, and grass, lined with fine grass, moss, rootlets, hair, and pine 
needles ¢on limb or in fork of conifer or deciduous tree, 6-60 feet above ground 
¢ built by both sexes ® 2-6 pale bluish gray eggs, dotted with black and brown; 


oval, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


S f : : i : ' 1 aE ‘ \ 
Plumage Sexes similar | abitat@, 9.¢ Migration Migratory Wel | [ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape <> @y Location g, & 
GID 
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! Wingspan 4 1_42 inches 


GRAY SILKY-FLYCATCHER 

| ‘This bird catches insects like a flycatcher 

but is more similar to a Waxwing In 

| appearance and in habits, mixing its 

insect diet with fruits and berries, 

especially mistletoe. An endemic of black bill 

the highland forests of Mexico and 

southwestern Guatemala, strays have gray throat 

been spotted in ‘Texas. This silky- edad 

plumaged bird has a small broad bill, 

slender crest, and long tail. In flight ak black flight 

| females show grayish uppertail coverts. —_y¢//gwish flanks, Cas SON feathers 

e SONG Warbled twitters and becoming bright yellow 

whistles, some nasal, some pleasant. UE 

| Call is abrasive chureet or chuleep. 

| ¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs or flocks, 

which can be large. Perches high in 

treetops. Feeds in upper and middle 

levels in trees and on ground. 

Catches insects in flight, similar to 

| the hawking of a flycatcher. Eats 
fruits and insects. Often flies high in @sty gray head 

the air. Foraging is often social in sie ee 

loose flocks. Wanders after breeding —whive eye ring 


white eye ring and 
supraloral stripe 


dark lores 


bluish gray 
head and crest 


bluish gray 
@ upperparts 


whitish belly 


black legs and feet 


blac kish 


brownish buff 


season to lower regions, sometimes throat and 


; . underparts 
well beyond breeding range, 


especially in winter. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. FEMALE 
Solitary or loose colonial. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 

12-14 days by both sexes. Young 

altricial; brooded by female; 


long black tail 
with white base 


= 
PHAINOPEPLA & 


Female and juvenile are 


stay in nest 18-20 days, fed by 
both sexes. 2 broods per year. 


¢ POPULATION Accidental y yellow undertail 


A = : a COVETTS 
in North America in southern 


slaty gray overall; 
whitish-edged undertail 
coverts; blackish gray 
wings and long tail; pale 
grayish white patch at 


Texas. Common to fairly ee pS 


common in Mexico. 


Flight Pattern ¢ CONSERVATION 


Vulnerable to loss of pine-oak 
and evergreen highland forests, 
— which are required as breeding 
Swi C fli h 1 d i a 5 <eS = 
pee epic wine strokes habitat, as a result of logging 
alternating with brief periods of wings i ewclene 
pulled to sides. Sallies from perch to take | Operations and land clearing. 
insects, returning to perch. 


‘Twigs, grasses, and lichen, lined with finer materials © saddled in tree or shrub 
© built mostly by male with some help from female ¢ 2 bluish white eggs, with 


Shape wy Location we As & dark brown and gray markings; oval, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


umege Sexes differ | Habitatee @ se Migration Migratory 


DATE TIME 


LOCATION 
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Family PTTLOGONATIDAE Species Phainopepla nitens 


Length 7.75 inches Wingspan 41 5 inches 


PHAINOPEPLA tall ragged 


‘This may be the only North American bird that nests in crest on head 
two different regions during the same breeding season. 
The early nest of the breeding season is usually in the 
desert. Then, as the desert warms with the season, the 
Phainopepla moves to a higher, more moist habitat pele: 
and nests again. These highly nomadic birds survive ~ 
by following the crops of mistletoe and other berries. 
The glossy black-crested males flash a white wing 

patch at the base of the primaries 1n flight; the slate- 


gl OSSY black 
overall 


; MALE 
gray juveniles and females show a pale gray one. 


e SONG Sings a short trilling somewhat liquid 

whistle of ¢/ee-00-eee, which 1s not often heard. Has 

mellow call of whew or werp? 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs or loose groups. 

Forages for food in trees, bushes, and, rarely, on ground. 
Catches insects in flight, similar to flycatcher. Eats mistletoe 
and various other berries; defends food trees and shrubs from 
other birds. Also eats spiders and flower petals. May hover 
over food and pick it up. Male has courtship display in 

which he flies 300 feet or so and zigzags or circles above his 
territory; sometimes other males join in above their own 
territories. Sometimes 
wanders beyond 
breeding range 

after nesting season. 
® BREEDING 
Monogamous. 
Solitary or in 

small colonies. 

¢ NESTING slaty gray € 
Incubation 14 days overall 
by both sexes. Young 
altricial; brooded by 

female; stay in nest 19-20 days, “inderpantelyiieen 
fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. bellv: vellowish 

e€ POPULATION Fairly common to common in undleraeves 
desert scrub, mesquite brushland, and semiarid and 

riparian woodland and oak 
foothills. Accidental in the East. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 
development and agriculture, 
also cutting of mesquite for 
charcoal in Mexico. 


long tail 


whitish edzing to 
wing coverts and 


Pa secondaries 


Similar Birds 


GRAY SILKY- 
FLYCATCHER * 
Female and juvenile 

e crayish head and 
breast; dusky gray 
upperparts; blackish 
gray wings and tail; gray 
uppertail coverts; dull 
eray-brown throat and 


FEMALE 


Flight Pattern 


Direct flight is high and fluttery, with 
shallow jerky wing strokes; sallies from 


perch to snatch insects in midair; returns. 


Sticks and plant down, bound with spider silk and lined with down and hair 


¢ in fork of tree or bush, often shaded by foliage, 4-50 feet above ground 


; @ > . 1 “Ve ~S e?1o avis > OOS. 
Location ‘oc. a mostly built by male, who may build several nests ¢ 24 grayish egg 


wa; 


Shape wy 


dotted and splotched with browns and black; oval, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Habitat } ag 3 Migration Northern birds migrate Weight (8 ounce 


DATE TIME_ LOCATION 


Plumage Sexes differ 
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Family PaRULIDAE SPECIES Vormivora pinus Length 4.75 inches 


BLUE-WINGED WARBLER | | 

Except when the male perches high to sing, this | | 

unobtrusive, deliberate bird usually forages 

low, amid brushy overgrown fields 

and thickets. It often 

interbreeds with the - poj7 yellow 

Golden-winged TOWN 

Warbler, producing 

the fertile hybrids 

known as Lawrence’s 

Warbler and Brewster's — /gng slim 

Warbler. The female is 4/// 

similar to the male but 

duller in color and has 

less yellow on her crown. 

When its range overlaps bold yellow 

that of the Golden-winged underparts 

Warbler, it tends to displace it. 

e SONG Sings a breathy 

descending ecee-buzzzz. A dry buzz 

followed by a lower duzz 1s the typical 

song. The alternate song sounds similar to 

that of the Golden-winged Warbler’s dece- 

buzz, buzz, buzz. Call note is a sharp “sé. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Somewhat tame, but also 

somewhat inconspicuous. Feeds low in trees and close to 

ground, often hanging upside down in the manner of a 

chickadee. Often probes into curled dead leaves with long bill. 

Eats insects and spiders. Sometimes hover gleans. More 

generalized in habitat requirements than Golden-winged 

Warbler, it lives in a wide variety of early successional stages 

from old fields to young clear-cuts to power line right-of-ways. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary or small loose colonies. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 10-12 days by female. Young altricial; 

brooded by female; stay in nest 8-11 days, fed by both sexes. 

1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon to fairly common in second 

growth and early successional habitat. Expanding in northern and 

northeastern portions of range. 

Flight Pattern Casual in West on migration. 

¢ CONSERVATION 

Neotropical migrant. Host to 

cowbird parasitism. Decreasing 

in the Midwest due to habitat 


Wingspan 6 757.5 inches 


black eve olive-green 
@ line 
ds 


sAariaat 
bs P “upperparts | 
blue-gray wings 
with 2 white 


wing bars ’ 
erenae yellowish to white 
undertail coverts 


ae and white 
underside of tail 


YELLOW WARBLER Q 
Female and juvenile 


¢ yellow wing bars, tail 


spots, and undertail 


coverts; lacks bluish 


wings, black eye stripe. 


PROTHONOTARY 
WARBLER 
Golden yellow head, 


neck, and underparts; 
white undertail coverts; 


blue-gray wings and 


tail; large white tail 
patches; olive green 
back; long black bill; no 
wing bars or eyeline. 


BREWSTER’S WARBLER 
Blue-winged/Golden- 
winged hybrid ¢ yellow 


or whitish underparts 


tinged with yellow; 


whitish to yellowish 
wing bars. 


Weak fluttering flight with wings briefly : 
pulled to sides; repeated. Sometimes hovers lost to agriculture. 
to glean insects from foliage or branches. 


Nest Identification 


Shape gq Location sum xxx 


Grasses, dried leaves, and bits of bark, with lining of fine grasses, vines, and hair 
¢ on ground, usually in vines or grasses and sheltered by shrub ® built by female, 


perhaps aided by male ¢ 4—7 white eggs, with flecks of brown and gray; oval to 
short oval, 0.6 x 0.49 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat_@ se Le Migration Migratory Weight (3 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family Py RULIDAE SPECIES |yrmivora chrysoptera Length 475-5 inches | “iMésPan 7,75_8 25 inches 


A 


GOLDEN-WINGED WARBLER 

‘This bird feeds chickadee-style, often hanging 

upside down, to find its favorite food, leaf-eating 

caterpillars. Its combination of a yellow wing 

patch and a black throat sets Hie ieliow 

it apart from other es 

similar warblers. ‘The 

female is similar to 

the male but is 

duller in color, and 

her throat and eye black 

patch are gray. throat 

‘The Golden- 

winged Warbler 

hybridizes with white @ 

the Blue-winged malar 
' mark 

Warbler, producing 

two hybrid forms 

known as Brewster’s 

Warbler and the very — white underparts 

rare Lawrence’s washed gray on 

Warbler. The hybrids flanks 

generally cross back 

with the parent species. 

e SONG Primary song is an 

insectlike bee-buz-buz-bux;, gives 

second song of bee-buzzz, similar 

to that of Blue-winged Warbler. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Energetic feeder. 

Inspects all sides of branches and foliage. Eats mainly 

caterpillars and spiders. Commonly probes leaves for larvae. 

Forages in d@ad leaves in fall and winter. A habitat specialist, using 

early successional stages of old fields and woodland borders. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 10 days by female. Young altricial; brooded by female; stay 

in nest 9-10 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 


white supercilium 


black patch 


through eyes 


pearl gray 


upperparts 


pf» blackish wings 


blackish tail 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon to rare. Numbers are declining. 

¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical migrant. Declining with loss of 
habitat primarily due to later 
Flight Pattern stages of succession and to 
competition with increasing 
Blue-winged Warbler, which 
displaces it when ranges are 
sympatric. Vulnerable to nest 


Weak fluttering flight with rapid wing =f 
beats, alternating with brief periods of parasitism by Brown-headed 


wings drawn to sides; repeated. Cowbird. 


Nest Identification 


Bark pieces and grass, lined with hair and a few bark chips ® on ground at base 
of shrub or tree or hidden in tall grass; sometimes set on pile of stems ¢ built by 


female @ 4—7 white or cream-white eggs, with brown splotches and dots; oval to 
55 


Shape ww LOCATION gemma 
daert short oval; 0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Geyes similar | Migration Migratory Weight () 3 ounce 


DATE - TIME. LOCATION 


Habitat_@ «© & 
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j j . ve Oy . 
Family PARULIDAE SPECIES Vermivora peregrina| ‘°°8 4.75 inches 


TENNESSEE WARBLER 


Despite its name, this short-tailed 
plump-bodied warbler nests almost 
entirely in Canada and is found in 
Tennessee only during migration. 
Fall adults and juveniles are 
similar to females but have a 
yellowish wash on the underparts, 
except for the undertail coverts, 
which are almost always white. 


, gray head 
/ong straight 9 84) 


bill 


OVET VES 


thin black 


eye line 


grayish white e— 
underparts 


pale yellow-tinged 
supercilium and 
auriculars 


olive-gray Crown, 


forehead, and nape 


olive upperparts 


grayish 
white face 


grayish white /* 


underparts with | 
pale yellow wash § 


FEMALE 


FALL 
PLUMAGE 


e¢ SONG Male sings often with a loud staccato 3-part song of 
ticka-ticka-ticka-ticka, chip-chip-chip, sit-sit-sit-sit-sit-sita-sita-suta; 
third part is faster and has a dry clattering similar to the twitter 
of Chimney Swift. Call is sharp 77. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary when nesting; postbreeding birds form 
small groups, often in mixed-species flocks. Active, nervous. 
Creeps along branches, foraging at all levels. Eats mostly insects 
(especially spruce budworm), flower nectar, fruit, and some 
seeds. More active than similar vireos. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 11-12 days by female. Altricial young 
brooded by female; stay in nest 9-11 days, fed by both sexes. 

1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly common; rising in coniferous and 
mixed deciduous-coniferous woodlands. Uncommon in West in fall. 
Rare in winter in California. 

e FEEDERS Mixture of suet, 
peanut butter, and ripe banana. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Rare 
cowbird host. Vulnerable to 
habitat loss. 


Weak, somewhat fluttering flight 
with brief periods of wings pulled to 
sides; repeated. 


{Identifcato 
canes, 


Santana 


subelliptical, 0.62 x 0.48 inches. 


Location _ aX AAA = 
umage Sexes differ 
DATE 


TIME LOCATION 


Wingspan 7 5_8 inches 


<<" white 


undertail coverts 


Dried grasses and moss, with lining of fine grasses, stems, and hair ¢ above bog 
in moss, on ground, or in base of shrub @ built by female @ 4-7 white or creamy 
white eggs, with brown splotches; ovate to short ovate, subelliptical to short 


bold white stripe 


bright olive-green 


upperparts 


MALE 


ORANGE-CROWNED 
WARBLER 

Duller; often has 
streaking on throat and 
chest; less distinct face 
pattern; yellow or 
greenish yellow 
undertail coverts. 


WARBLING VIREO 
Larger; heavier hooked 
bill; slower actions; 
duller and paler 
upperparts; indistinct 
pale arc beneath eye. 


PHILADELPHIA VIREO 
Larger; indistinct pale 
arc below eye; heavier 
hooked bill; sluggish 
actions; duller, paler 
upperparts; yellowish 
undertail coverts. 
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Family PARULIDAE SPECIES Vormivora celata Length 475-5 inches | Wiéspan 7_8 inches 
gael 


ORANGE-CROWNED WARBLER 


‘The brownish orange head patch for which 
this warbler is named is rarely notfceable 
unless the bird is frightened or agitated. 

It most often lives and nests in thick 
foliage close to the ground, but the 
male perches at the tops of tall 
trees to sing. Considerable 
color variation in this widely 
distributed species ranges 
from dull greenish birds 

in the East to brighter 

yellow birds in the 

West. The female 


supercilium 


indistinct 
dark eye line 


i - 
OMVE-ZICEN 


upperparts 


yellow undertail 
. COVETTS 
sometimes lacks 


the crown patch. Juveniles are 

similar to adults but may show indistinct wing bars. 

© SONG Male sings a high-pitched abrupt trill, which changes 
pitch toward the end, often slowing and dropping, chip-ee, chip-ee, 
chip-ee. Call note is a rough s/c. 

® BEHAVIOR Solitary. Vocal. Slow deliberate actions. Forages 
for food along branches and in foliage low in trees, shrubs, and 
grasses. Probes curled dead leaves. Eats mainly insects, flower 
nectar, and some fruits. Feeds from sapsucker drill wells. Hardy 
species, wintering farther north than most other warblers. 
Inquisitive; will respond to pishing and squeaking by birders. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 8-10 days, fed by both sexes. 

1 brood per year. 


Flight Pattern 


¢ POPULATION Common in 


the West; rarer in the East. 
e FEEDERS Mixture of 


eats doughnuts. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Rare 
cowbird host. 


Somewhat weak flight with series of wing 
beats followed by brief period of wings 


pulled to sides. 


Nest Identification 


pale yellowish 


peanut butter and suet. Also 


_— 


thin slightly 
decurved bill 


small yellowish 
patch on marginal 
wing coverts 


paler yellowish 


green underparts 


Similar Birds 


YELLOW WARBLER @ 
Female and juvenile 

* pale edging to tertials, 
flight feathers, and wing 
coverts; yellow tail spots; 
dark eye on pale face. 


NASHVILLE WARBLER 
Clear yellow underparts 
with no streaking; 

clear white eye ring; 
shorter tail. 


‘TENNESSEE WARBLER 
Fall plumage ® greener 
upperparts; shorter tail; 
unstreaked underparts; 
white undertail coverts. 


Bark pieces, grass, leaves, and plant fibers, with lining of hair, feathers, and grass 


© on ground, usually sheltered by shrub or grasses ¢@ built by female ¢ 3-6 white 


Shape wy 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat @, o¢ yx 


DATE 


Location emus Mat 
pe 


TIME LOCATION 


eggs, with dark red and brown blotches; short ovate, 0.65 x 0.5 inches. 


Migration \fioratory Weight (3 ounce 
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Family PARULIDAE Species Yeormivora ruficapilla \+°°E" 4.75 inches _| WINESPAN 7.25_7.75 inches 


NASHVILLE WARBLER | | 
First collected while migrating near Nashville, | | 
Tennessee, this is the only North American warbler with | 
a yellow throat, no wing bars, a white eye ring, and a 

bluish gray head. It also has a chestnut crown that ts white eye TINg @ 
rarely noticeable. It has two breeding populations: 
one in the Pacific Coast states that often wags 
its tail, and another 1n northeastern and 
midwestern North America that does — o/ive-green 
not wag its tail. The female ts upperparts 


@ blue-gray head 


bright yellow 


similar to the male but is duller throat 
in color and often lacks the 
chestnut crown. 
yellowish 
underparts 


white area between 
yellow belly and yellow 
undertail 


Similar Birds 


VIRGINIA’S WARBLER 
Grayer overall, 
TIAITITITL, including gray-green 

2 5 a : ack and ; vell 
Warbler. Western bird’s songs begin the same way, but the BACK BREE SES, SEO 

; CS es ve te underparts restricted to 

second part is more musical, richer, and generally without the ghesk andl tedestal 
trill at the end. Call note is a sharp pis. coverts; white eye ring; 
shorter tail. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary. Frequent singer on territory. Sometimes 
gives song in flight. Sings from high exposed perch. Forages low 
in trees and in undergrowth for food, but often at the tips of 


CONNECTICUT 
WARBLER 
Larger; gray head; 


branches or stems. Eats mostly insects. grayish throat; white 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. eye ring; pink legs and 
ee 2 : : £ feet; yellow underparts, 

¢ NESTING Incubation 11-12 days by both sexes; female does including belly; sluggish 


more. Young altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest 11 days, behavior walking on 
fed by both sexes but mostly by female. 1 brood per year. es anOmmeroney: 


¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common in riparian woodlands 


and bogs, deciduous or 
Flight Pattern 


i he 
coniferous woodlands, and i 
thickets. 

© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Rare 
cowbird host. Vulnerable to 


habitat loss. 


Rather weak flight with series of rapid 
wing strokes alternating with brief periods 
of wings pulled to sides. 


Nest Identification Plant stems, pine needles, mosses, and rabbit fur, with lining of finer materials 


© on ground, sheltered by shrub or small tree, or sometimes placed on grassy or 
mossy tussock ® built by female ¢ 4-5 white or cream-white eggs, with fine dots 
of brown; ovate to short ovate, 0.6 x 0.47 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat@ 96 @ wx Migration \ figratory Weight (3 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape a Location mm £¢% 
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Length 454.75 inches | Wingspan 7 25_7.75 inches 
pe e| 


VIRGINIA’S WARBLER 


This bird most often builds its nest in arid 
coniferous forests in mountains and chaparral 

between six thousand and nine 

thousand feet. It is named for the ashy gray head 
wife of Dr. William W. and upperparts 
Anderson, an assistant army 
surgeon who first recorded 
the bird in New Mexico. 
It is closely related and 
very similar to the 
Nashville Warbler, 
although their 

ranges do not 

overlap. This shy and 
active warbler almost 
constantly bobs its tail 
up and down. Females are 

similar to males but have 

duller coloring, with both the 
rufous crown patch and the yellow 
breast patch being much reduced. 


e SONG Sings a 2-part song of slurred notes, with 
first 2-syllabled part of chee-wee, chee-wee, chee-wee, cheah, cheah, 


Family PARULIDAE 


greenish yellow 
rump 


bright lemon- 
yellow undertail 
coverts 


white eye 
ring 


yellow patch 
on breast 


pale gray-buff 
underparts 


ois ; Similar Birds 

chee. Call is a sharp abrasive chink. 
: : . : aie Lucy’s WARBLE 

@ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Rather shy and retiring. May SL ae 
— : ; Ft 5 son SS sho ail; w 
join mixed-species foraging flocks after nesting season. Male underparts with white 
often sings from high exposed perch. Forages in low trees, undertail coverts ® male 
shrubs, and sometimes on ground. Eats mostly insects and their = is smaller and has 
7 liane Glen . ranwheasaucrolk and oe chestnut crown and 
caterpillars. Gleans prey from branches and foliage an nump * fertale ane 
sometumes hover gleans. Catches some insects in flight. juvenile have cinnamon 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. setae 2s 
¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Estimated g  COLIMA WARBLER 
ineubat FieA2 caes bet i sti ‘: fleciw fi i Larger; more brown on 
incubation 11-12 days by both sexes, but mostly by female. upperparts anda 
Young altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest estimated brighter yellow rump; 
11 days, fed by both sexes. 2 broods per year. yellow undertail 


coverts. 


¢ POPULATION Common in mountain brushlands with 
adjacent pines or oaks. Rare migrant and wintering bird to coastal 

California. Casual in the East 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Rare to 
uncommon host to cowbird 
parasitism. Some range 
expansion in California since 
the 1960s. 


Somewhat weak fluttering direct flight 
on rapidly beating wings. 


Nest Identification Bark pieces, grasses, moss, lichens, and stems, with lining of same materials and 
hair © on ground, near grassy tussock or base of tree, or hidden in pile of leaves 


4 


* built by female ¢ 3-5 white eggs, flecked with brown; oval to short oval, 


0.6 x 0.5 inches. 
Weight (3 ounce 


Shape R LOCATION ames 


Plumage Sexes differ / | Habitat A se a¢ 


Migration Migratory 5 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PARULIDAE SPECIES Yormizora crissalis | +98" 5.5 inches Wingspan g 5 inches 


COLIMA WARBLER 


roe me . : ~ F 
[his large warbler is a native of Mexico but has a | 
et : ‘ap TULOUS CrOWN : 
breeding range in southwestern ‘Texas and makes i . 
its summer home in the high mountain canyon 
oak forests of the Chisos Mountains in Big 
Bend National Park. ‘his trusting bird is 
similar to Virginia’s Warbler but is larger, 
longer tailed, has browner upperparts and 
underparts, and rarely bobs its tail. “he 
female is similar to the male, and 
juveniles are similar to adults but grayish brown to 
have buffy wing bars, pale yellow oltwe-brown 
Satie . i upperparts 
uppertail coverts, and little or no 
rufous on the crown. 


i =————e pale gray chin, 
throat, breast, 


and belly 


while eye ring 


e SONG A high-pitched warbling staccato 
trill, with slight changes 1n pitch within 
each song, similar to that of the Orange- 
crowned Warbler. Has a sharp loud call of 
plisst. Males sing often throughout the day. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 
Somewhat tame, allowing fairly close 
approach. Responsive to pishing by 
birders. Forages for food in trees, 
gleaning from branches, twigs, 
foliage, and flowers. Eats insects 

and their larvae. Occasionally 
catches insects 1n flight. 

Frequents moist mountain 

canyons above 6,000 feet with 
woodland overstory of oaks, 

juniper, pifion pines, and madrone. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 
¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known; virtually 
unstudied in the field. Estimated incubation is 10-12 days by 
both sexes. Young altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest 
estimated 11 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common in limited US range and habitat in 
Chisos Mountains of Texas. Accidental in southeast ‘Texas. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant and habitat 

specialist. Vulnerable to habitat 
loss due to fire. Also vulnerable 
to habitat loss in Mexico from 
overgrazing and logging. US 
range is fully protected. Extent 
of cowbird parasitism unknown. 


AY brownish wash 


on sides of flanks 
and breast 


™~e bright yellow rump 


and uppertail coverts 


‘e bold tawny yellow 
undertaul coverts 


VIRGINIA’S WARBLER 
Smaller; paler and 


grayer overall; large 
yellow breast patch; 
clear lemon-yellow 
undertail coverts; 
smaller rufous crown 
patch; lacks brown 


tones on upperparts, 
breast, and flanks. 


Somewhat weak fluttering direct flight 
on rapidly beating wings. 


Biplint <2 Pals 5 

_ Nest Identification | Dry leaves, dry grasses, pieces of bark, and moss, with lining of fur and hair 
— * on ground, sheltered by grassy tussock, rocks, or stream bank ® built by both 
sexes © 4 creamy white eggs, with brown wreath at larger end; oval, 


Shape wy Location ums 


0.72 x 0.53 inches. 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


‘N 
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Wingspan 7 inches 


Family PaRULIDAE Species Yor minora luciae Length 4 25 inches 


LUCY’S WARBLER 
| 


Distinguished from similar birds by its reddish reddish brown 
patch on crown 


rump, Lucy’s Warbler is the only wood warbler 

to nest in the desert of southwestern North 

America and the only western warbler to 

nest in crevices and tree cavities. It was pale ashy gray 
named for the daughter of Spencer F- upperparts @ 
Baird, secretary of the Smithsonian 
Institution. A small pale plain gray 
bird, it is kinglet-sized and has a 
chestnut crown, chestnut 
uppertail coverts, and a 
habit of constantly 
bobbing its tail. 


white 
eye ring 


whitish 
tawny to chestnut underparts 


uppertail coverts 


e SONG Sings a loud 

sweet persistent song of 

2-3 parts on different pitches, 
tea-tea-tee-tee-tee, wheat-wheat-wheat. 

Call is sharp ink. 

e BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. After 
nesting season, forms small family groups 
and may join mixed-species foraging flocks. Active. Constantly 
on the move. Bobs tail habitually. Forages for food in foliage of 
trees, flowers, and shrubbery. Eats mostly insects and moths. 
Probes blossoms of cacti. Among North American warblers, only 
it and the Prothonotary are hole nesters. BELLS VIREO 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. ‘ << —” » Larger; big-headed; 


= white spectacles; 


JUVENILE 


Similar Birds 


VIRGINIA’S WARBLER 
Juvenile © larger; 
greenish yellow rump; 
yellowish undertail 
coverts; prominent 
white eye ring. 


e NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Estimated 
incubation 10-12 days by both sexes. Young altricial; brooded by 
female; stay in nest estimated 10-11 days, fed by both sexes. 

2 broods per year. 


2 whitish wing bars; 
greenish gray cast to 
upperparts; also 

habitually bobs tail. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common in desert riparian thickets with 
willows and cottonwood and in 
Flight Pattern stands of mesquite. Declining 

over much of range. 
® CONSERVATION Declining 
due to clearing of riparian 
woodlands. Occasional host to 
Rather weak fluttering direct flight on cowbird parasitism. Neotropical 
rapidly beating wings. ; : 1; - 

, migrant. Accidental in the East. 


Nest Identification 


Shape a Od Location 4 a wy ae he 
ws: concentrated at larger end; ovate to short ovate, 0.57 x 0.45 inches. 


Plumage! Sexes similar | Habitat y yop Migration Migratory” Weight 9.2 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Pieces of bark, leaf stems, and weeds, lined with hair, fur, and fine bark chips 
¢ abandoned woodpecker holes, other birds’ nests, or tree hollows ¢ built by 


both sexes @ 3-7 white to creamy white eggs, flecked with browns, usually 
d Pan) oe} < 


aN 
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Family PARULIDAE Species Pyry/a americana | 8h 4.25 inches Wingspan 7 inches 


NORTHERN PARULA | a 


‘The male often can be heard singing its buzzy 

song during migration and from the tops of tall broken white 
trees on its nesting ground. Nesting in the eye Fae 
Deep South, it most often is associated with 
Spanish moss-covered trees, while more 
northern nests are in trees laced with the 


—e hold yellow 
chin, throat, 
and breast 


lichen Usvea. Both are important for bluish gray 
construction of the nest. Females lack upperparts 


the chestnut/slate breast bands. uiwoh aid 


- slate to blackish 
~ bands across 
upper breast 


e SONG Ascending insectlike buzzy 

trill of zeeeeecece-yip, Which rises and 
| trips over the top; the equivalent of > syj7 
the bird filling a cup with its song white wing 
and running it over the rim. bars 
| Secondary song ts series of slow 
rising buzzy notes ending in a trill, 
reminiscent of the Cerulean Warbler. 
Regional variation; western birds often 
lack the abrupt downward ending note. 
Call note is a sharp chip. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 
Allows close approach. Active, acrobatic 
forager; sometimes upside down to 
hunt for insects on trunk, cluster of 
leaves, or branch tip; hover gleans 
and hawks flying insects. Eats 
insects, caterpillars and larvae, and 
spiders. One of the smallest warblers, 
often dominated by other birds, including other warbler species. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by both sexes; more by 
female. Altricial young brooded by and fed mostly by female. 
1—2 broods per year. 


¢ POPULATION Common in boreal forest, mixed hardwoods, 
bottomland forests, riparian corridors, and swamps. Rare in the 
West in migration. 

¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical migrant. Rare cowbird host. 

Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 
fe Fiteronem fe Fiteronem logging, clearing of bottomland 


hardwoods for agriculture. 
- Declining in Great Lakes 
region and on Atlantic Coast 


due to loss of U/svea lichen as a 
result of air pollutants. 


white belly and 
undertail coverts 


short blue-gray tail with white 
spots in outer tail feathers 


Similar Birds 


TROPICAL PARULA 


More extensive vellow 


on underparts; orange 


wash on breast; lacks 


chestnut and gray- 


black chest bands; 
lacks white eye ring; 


often has dark mask. 


Relatively swift flight of short duration on 
rapidly beating wings. Sallies forth to take 
insects in midair, returning to perch. 


Nest Identification Lined with fine grasses, moss, and plant down ® in Spanish moss, Usvea lichen, 


or tangled vine, hanging from tree, 0-55 feet above ground ¢ built by female 


Shape ao g Location bai bs ° 3-7 white to creamy W hite eggs, splotched and flecked with browns; 
e subelliptical to short subelliptical, 0.64 x 0.47 inches. 


Plumage Coxes differ Habitat 9@ 9¢ @ i sexe | Migration \fioratory Weight (3 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


586 © BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


Family PARULIDAE Species Pyryla pitiayumi | *®°8tM 4.5 inches Wingspan 7 inches 


TROPICAL PARULA 


‘This warbler is a rare to uncommon nesting bird 
in southern ‘Texas. It was more common along 
the lower Rio Grande before increasing 
development and intensified agriculture 
brought increased use of pesticides and Hlieoney 
clearing of riparian forests. It still can upperparts 
be found in thick riparian woods 
festooned with Spanish moss and 
bromeliads along the river, lagoons, 
and resacas. Its dark mask and 
lack of a white eye ring set it 
apart from its close relative, the 
Northern Parula. In flight it 
shows an olive-green patch on 
the center of its back and flanks 
often washed with cinnamon. 
Females are similar to males 
but show duller coloring and 
often lack the black mask. 
Although nonmigratory, some 
retreat from the northern 
part of the range in winter. 
e SONG A buzzy insectlike 
trill of zeceee-yip OF ZBAARITVY 
and varied thin buzzy notes. Has a sharp call of chzk, chik. 
@ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Similar habits to Northern 
Parula. Forages in lower to middle levels of trees. Eats mostly 
insects and berries, which it gleans from branches and foliage. extended as far onto 
Sometimes hovers over food before dipping down to pick it off. nbs ed sides cies 

; . 7 : _ 8. - yroken white eye ring. 
Sallies forth from perch to hawk insects in flight. Frequents 
stands of trees with heavy growths of Spanish moss, which 1s 


dark 
blackish mask 


tawny yellow chin 
and throat extends 
onto sides of face 


1 or 2 white 
wing bars 


diffuse orange 
breast band 


yellow breast 
and upper belly 


whitish belly and 


undertail coverts 


NORTHERN PARULA 
Dark chestnut breast 
band; less extensive 

yellow underparts not 


CRESCENT-CHESTED 
WARBLER 


important for nest construction and concealment. 2» White supercilium 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. widens hemp et 

; ; / ; : ; lacks wing bars and 
¢ NESTING Incubation period and length of stay in nest crescent-shaped 


undetermined. Altricial young brooded by female, fed by both chestnut spot on chest 
sexes. 1-2 broods per year. ibe: 
¢ POPULATION Uncommon in North America along lower 


Rio Grande Valley of ‘Texas. 
Flight Pattern 


® CONSERVATION 


Neotropical migrant. Rare to 
casual north of the Rio Grande 
in Texas and adjacent Mexico; 
has declined significantly 
during 20th century due to 
habitat loss. 


Weak fluttering flight with brief periods of 
wings pulled to sides. Flies forth to snatch 
insects in flight, returning to perch. 


Nest Identification 


Shape Jo Location ak yy 


Bits of bark, mosses, roots, grasses, and hair, with lining of plant down and 
feathers ® set into pocket of Spanish moss or hanging vine, 8-40 feet above 
ground ® sex of nest-builder undetermined ¢ 3-4 white to creamy white eggs, 
with fine dots of browns, usually wreathed at larger end; ovate to short ovate, 
0.64 x 0.48 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar ‘| Mabitat o.@ @99 @ Migration Nionmigratory | Welt 0.1 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PARULIDAE Species Dendroica petechia |\*°°8Y 5 inches Wingspan 7 75 inches 


YELLOW WARBLER - : 
| 
| 


This plump-bodied bird has a wider range than any other North 
American warbler, nesting from Canada to Mexico and from bright yellow head 


the Pacific to the Atlantic Coasts. A habitat generalist, Da oir _ 
ake many warbl eee celtneialil ieakeati dark eye contrasts 
like many warblers, it feeds harmful leaf-eating with-yellow face 


caterpillars to its nestlings. When a 
cowbird invades and lays eggs bias 
in this warbler’s nest, the 
female builds a roof over all 
of the eggs, both hers and 


short tail 


the brood parasite’s, and often with yellow 
lays a new set on the “new” edging on 


nest floor. As many as six stories Jeathers MALE 
have been found in a single nest, 

each floor containing entombed 

cowbird eggs. Bright red streaking on the 
male’s underparts distinguishes him from the 
female and all other North American warblers. 
Females may have faint reddish streaking on their 
underparts. Juveniles resemble adult females. 


yellowish 
overall 
bright yellow 
underparts with 
reddish streaking 


e SONG Sings a swift warbling sweer-swee?, 
I’m-so-sweet or tseet-tseet-tseet-titi-deet, 
bouncy and variable. Similar to 

some songs of Chestnut- 

sided Warbler and 

American Redstart. a 
e BEHAVIOR Solitary or in and edging 
pairs. Tame and conspicuous. 

Active. Forages in bushes, shrubs, or 
trees. Gleans food from branches and 
foliage; sometimes hawks insects. Eats 
mostly insects, larvae, and some fruit. 


yellowish olive 
back, wings, 
and tail 


WILSON’S WARBLER & 
Female and juvenile 

® longer darker tail; lacks 
yellow tail spots; more 
uniform olive-green 
coloring on upperparts; 
no wing bars; female may 
show trace of dark cap. 


ORANGE-CROWNED 
WARBLER 
Olive-green overall; paler 
underparts with dusky 
streaking; uniform dark 
tail without pale edging 
or spots; lacks wing bars. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. FEMALE 
¢ NESTING Incubation 11-12 days by female. 

Altricial young brooded by female; stay in nest 9-12 days, fed 
by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common and widespread in riparian 
thickets, second-growth woodlands, gardens, orchards, and wetlands. 


© CONSERVATION 
Flight Pattern 


Neotropical migrant. Common 
host to cowbird parasitism. 
Vulnerable to habitat loss, 
especially in riparian areas, and 
to herbicide spraying of willow 
thickets for grazing. 


Weak, fluttering flight with brief periods 
of wings drawn to sides. Sallies out to 
snatch insects in air and returns to perch. 


. Nest Identification 


Shape qy Location sym & 


Strongly built from plant material, grasses, moss, lichen, and fur, bound with 
spider’s silk and cocoon material; lined with fine materials @ in fork of tree or 
bush, 6-14 feet high (but up to 60 feet) ¢ built mostly by female; male watches 
e 3-6 grayish, green, or bluish white eggs, splotched with grays, olives, and 
browns, wreathed at large end; oval to short oval, 0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


Marston Migratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


| Plumage Sexes differ 
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Family PaRULIDAE Species Dendroica pensylvanica 


CHESTNUT-SIDED WARBLER 


‘The only North American warbler with pure white 
underparts in all seasons, this bird most often lives in 


second-growth deciduous woodlands. An active 


feeder, it often cocks its tail high above its back, yellow crown bieek Fed 
@ eye stripe 


light olive-green 

; : upperparts with 
have a white eye ring on a gray face, a green black streaking e 
crown, and creamy yellow wing bars: 2 paleyellon \ 
males have chestnut on the sides and wing bars \ 
black streaking on a green back. 
e SONG High-pitched 
please-please- 

pleased-to-meetcha. 

Alternate or “second” song 
lacks strong up-and-down slurred 
notes at the end and ts similar to that ; 

i . : aes slate-blue legs 
of the Yellow Warbler, dee/-deer-deer-tit- and feet 
deet. Call is a husky slurred cAzp. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 

‘Tame and active. Singing male ts 

conspicuous on territory. Picks 

food off leaves of trees and greenish upperparts 
forages on ground. Catches 2 yellowish white @ with black streaking 
insects in flight. Eats wing bars © 
insects, caterpillars, 

seeds, and berries. 

¢ BREEDING 

Monogamous. Solitary. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 
11-13 days by female. Altricial 
young brooded by female; remain 
in nest 10-12 days, fed by both 
sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 


exposing a white crissum. Birds in fall plumage 


black 


malar mark 


7 7 c A 
chestnut sides 


MALE 


white 
underparts 


Ve HHow-gre (aii 
forehead and 
ye ee FALL 
PLUMAGE 


blackish gray 
lores, malar, and 
less chestnut postocular stripe 
On RY/// Ay 


e POPULATION Fairly COMMON CO FEMALE 
common in brushy thickets, second-growth deciduous All plumages are distinctive and if 
woodlands, brushy old fieids, and young clear-cuts. Rare seen well are not likely to be 


confused with any other warbler. 


migrant in West. 

¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical migrant. Vulnerable to habitat 
loss through natural succession 

processes. Rare in the early 
1800s, but became increasingly 


common as eastern forests 
were cut, and brushy, early 


succession-stage woody habitats 
emerged. Declining in some 
areas as current forests mature. 


Nest Identification Bark chips, vines, and plant material, with lining of animal hair and grasses 


¢ in fork of small tree or shrub, or in blackberry thicket, 1-4 feet above ground 


Weak fluttering flight with brief periods of 
wings drawn to sides. Sallies forth to 


| 
| 
| 


snatch insects in air, returning to perch. 


¢ built by female ¢ 3—5 white to greenish white or creamy white eggs, with 


Shape wy Location apg & 


es: | purple and brown blotches; oval to short oval, 0.66 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ / | Habitat @ Migration \ figratory Weight (4 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PaRULIDAE Specles Poydroica magnolia Wingspan 7.75 inches 


MAGNOLIA WARBLER 


Often fanning its tail to show its broad white subterminal 
band and yellow rump, this bird nests in damp 
coniferous forests. ‘he tail from below 1s white at the 
base with a black terminal band. From above, the upperparts 
white band is interrupted in the middle. white wing 
Females are similar but show two white patch @. 
wing bars and sometimes a white 
eye ring during their first spring; 
a black loral mask may = 
extend onto auriculars. 

Juveniles and fall-plumaged birds have 
gray heads with white eye rings, greenish gray 
upperparts with black streaking on the males, black 
streaking on the sides and flanks of males, and faint 
streaking on the flanks of females. 


] 
| 

| 
| 
| 
| 
} 


broad white 


blackish eyebrow 


broken white 
2 CVE TING 


Ne dark 
blackish 
streaking on 
breast, sides, 
and flanks 

e SONG Brief high-pitched wee-0, wee-0, wee-chew or weery- 

weery-weeteco, 2 or 3 slurred phrases with an ending note 

higher in pitch, emphatic and down- 

slurred. Call is distinctive neces 

. OMVE-1IN LEC white supercil 
nasal dry chip rxeé. hiss white supercilium 
f nage 8TAY (TORN and eye ring 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary and hindneck black-spotted 

or in pairs. Tame and yellow-olive 

active. Males sing from back 


MALE 


yellow 


underparts 


conspicuous perches or gray wings 
° 7 . ~ on)7 2 onhz tp 
while foraging. Often with 2 whit 


wing bars 


spreading tail, busily Fg uphiin FALL 
gleans insects from yellow undertail coverts = PLUMAGE 


Re eceand faliace: underparts with 
apenres and folage; black streaking 

occasionally hawks them 

in flight. Eats insects, larvae, 

caterpillars, and spiders. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. FIRST SPRING 


PRAIRIE WARBLER 
Fall © yellowish 


supercilium; has only 

Y : +RM SA a) are beneath eve: olive- 

¢ NESTING Incubation 11-13 days by FEMALE cial ied 
nae Ss 3 ; green rump; uniform 
female. Altricial young brooded by female; stay in nest olive-green tail; lacks 
8-10 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. grayish white breast 


band; pumps tail. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common to common; slight decline in 
parts of Appalachians, increase in southern Appalachians and in New 


England. Casual in winter in 
Flight Pattern 


Florida. Rare migrant in West. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Vulnerable 
to habitat loss. Loss of eastern 
spruce-fir forests to adelgids and 
air pollution is causing a decline 
in numbers. 


Weak fluttering flight with brief periods of 
wings drawn to sides. Sallies forth to take 
insects in flight, returning to perch. 


Grasses and sticks, lined with rootlets ¢ on horizontal branch, usually 1-15 feet 
above ground ¢® built by both sexes ¢ 3-5 white, creamy white, or greenish white 


eggs, with brown dots or splotches, sometimes wreathed at larger end; 
subelliptical to short subelliptical, 0.64 x 0.48 inches. 


Shape wy Location ay 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family Pa RULIDAE Species Dendroica tigrina \*©?8tN 4.75 inches | “!ESP8N 7 inches _ 
| 


CAPE MAY WARBLER aS 


Identifiable by its chestnut cheek patches, this bird is | 


named after Cape May, New Jersey, where it was blackish- > 

: 7 me ee 4 < = ase Sees WH — 
discovered in 1811. This fairly common inhabitant of  p/ive-green streaked crowne = “=—__ 
northern spruce forests 1s known for its upperparts with 


aggressive behavior of chasing other birds black stripes 


from treetop foraging areas. Females are 
duller but are easily identified by the 
yellow rump and patches on the side 
of the neck. Juveniles and fall- 
plumaged birds are similar to 
females, but many have faint gray 
streaking on pale yellow to 
whitish underparts. 

e SONG Sounds like sees 
seet seet seet, high- 


large white 
wing patch 
yellow on 

face and neck 


Ye chestnut 
cheek patch 


heavily black- 
streaked yellow 
underparts 


e yellow or 
greenish rump 


pitched, wiry, and - dark gray 

upslurred, usually in ‘ one legs and feet 

series of 5-6 notes. S 

Call is high thin seer. dusky gray JUVENILE 
Vv postocular pale yellow patch on neck FEMALE 

* J ; 

BEHA\ TOR ; stripe @ 9 behind auriculars ae 

Solitary or in pairs. yellow / Similar Birds 


dull olive-green 


YELLOW-RUMPED 
upperparts 


WARBLER Q 

Larger; browner 
upperparts; coarse 
dusky streaks on 
underparts; yellow 
patch on sides of chest; 


Forages in thickets S“perctlium 
or high 1n trees, ™ 
particularly in 
conifers on breeding 
grounds. Hawks 
insects and spruce 


; / 
yellowish 
throat, breast, 


budworms. py ee ee de act Ben: 8 yellow rump; lacks 
Sometimes drinks dusky streaking ins yellow on neck aaa 
= cd ; ee = wile wing DaTS facial pattern; longer 
tree sap, juice from tail; chip or check notes 
grapes, and flower nectar. FEMALE distinctive. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. PALM WARBLER 

a ' q Fall © distinct ps 
e NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Incubation about serie 
11-13 days by female. Altricial young brooded by female; fed by undertail coverts; 
both sexes; stay in nest estimated 10-12 days. 1 brood per year. usually found at ground 


= a . pais as level; wags tail. 
¢ POPULATION Uncommon in spruce fir forests; may become 


locally common during spruce budworm outbreaks. Declining short- 
term populations. Very rare to 

casual in West during migration. 
® CONSERVATION 

Neotropical migrant. Vulnerable 

to loss of breeding and 

Weak fluttering flight with brief periods wees grounds due o 

of wings pulled to sides; sometimes deforestation and forest 


sallies from perch to take insects in flight. fragmentation. 


Nest Identification Thickly lined with fine materials, including moss, vines, and weed 


stalks ® 30-60 feet above ground on branch of spruce or fir ® built by 
female * 6-9 creamy white eggs, with gray or brown spots; ovate to 
short ovate, 0.66 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat @@ @ Migration Migratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape <> wy Location a> 
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Family PARULIDAE Species Noydroica caerulescens | ©8525 inches 


BLACK-THROATED BLUE WARBLER 
Easily identified by its deep blue-gray back, white 
underparts, and white wing patch, this common migratory 


Wingspan 7_7.5 inches 


bird can be seen across eastern North America every B Ineoe 
fs 5 g < : black lores, 
spring and fall. Its nesting ranges from southern dark blue-gray cheeks. chin, 


upperparts and throat 


Canada through the Appalachians to 
northern Georgia. Females 
differ from their mates 
more than any of the 

wood warblers, with 
brownish olive to gray 


a 


small white 


+ tail patches 
upperparts, whitish 
supercilium, and small yas aia dark 
SEAL Se al Vase 0 bill 
white pate h at the base of primaries black 
the primaries. Juvenile sides 
females sometimes lack the white 
white patch. pale eyebrow underparts * 
e SONG A breathy buzzy contrasts with 


dark face 


INP P- KIN P2P- PK INPP-O& INP? es ‘ + ies -. = 
ange ue zwee-zweeeee, “L brownish olive to ii : 
am lazy, OF ZU7-ZUTT-ZCee. bluish gray blackish legs MALE 
Call is abrasive dir. upperparts and feet 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary . 
or in pairs. Tame and we a Similar Birds 
trusting. Forages in low , a TENNESSE® 
and middle level trees al WARBLER 


and underbrush. underpart: © smaller Unbroken whitish 


see white wing ' -rcilium; lack 
Sometimes hawks pai a ary Oe ee 

; : : x patch white wing patch; 
insects in flight. Eats bushes crecaish ole 
insects and their larvae. In FEMALE back; grayish white 
migration and winter, also takes underparts with white 


wilt 7" 3 ‘ crissum; short tail. 
fruit and seeds and may feed from sapsucker drill wells. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12-13 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 1-12 days, fed by both sexes. 

1 brood per year. 


ORANGE-CROWNED 
WARBLER 

Yellow to greenish 
olive upperparts; 


yellow-green 
underparts; yellowish 
¢ POPULATION Common in deciduous and mixed coniferous crissum; indistinct 
forests with dense undergrowth, rhododendron thickets, and Spero: 
bogs, often on mountain slopes. Western vagrant in migration. 
Uncommon in winter in Florida. 
Flight Pattern e FEEDERS Suet and peanut 
butter in migration and winter. 
© CONSERVATION 
—— Neotropical migrant. 
Relatively weak flight with series of rapid 
wing beats alternating with brief periods 
of wings pulled to sides. Sallies from perch 
to snatch insect in air; returns to perch. 


Uncommon host to cowbird 
parasitism. Vulnerable to habitat 
loss due to deforestation. 


oe 


te 


Bark pieces, dried grasses, stems, and leaves, with lining of fur, hair, mosses, and 
rootlets ® built by both sexes ¢ 0.5-3 feet above ground ¢ 3—5 white to creamy 
white eggs, flecked or marked with grays and browns; ovate to short ovate, rarely 
tending to elongate ovate, 0.66 x 0.5 inches. 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


_ Nest Identification 


y 
Bett f 


Shape wy Location es > 
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Family PaRULIDAE Species Nyydroica coronata | *©°8h 5.5 inches Wingspan g 5 inches 


YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLER fo 


In the East this is the most prevalent migrating warbler, and in winter it | | 
is the most abundant in North America. Plumage varies with geography. <— 


In the West the group known as Audubon’s Warbler has a yellow throat foe 
and broken white eve ring. The northern and eastern group black auricular yellow crown 
known as the Myrtle Warbler has white eyebrows, | ae patch * patch 

a white are beneath the eye, and Bihar es 


- wing bars 
white on the throat and both ‘ 


sides of the neck. Untul 

recently these groups were 
considered two species, but 
they interbreed where their 


yellow rump é = 


ranges overlap and have been MALE black 
classified as geographic races MYRTLE pale 
of one species. Juveniles are WARBLER ee 
similar to winter adults. white underparts 

e SONG Variable slow 


s black-streaked gray- 
warble that often brown upperparts 


slows in the middle gray-brown . age oe AUDUBON S 
then speeds up pOouUs PEWALR patches BREEDING 
and ends on MYRTLE MALE 


rising or falling % WARBLER 
notes. Some white arc Jt < an Se 
have musical a ~~ : 
trill. Call is loud 
check, chup, or chip. 
e BEHAVIOR Solitary 
or in pairs. Gregarious in winter, 
often joins mixed feeding flocks. Gleans or hover-gleans on 

; : ; : : A Juvenile ¢ yellow 
ground and in bushes and trees; also hawks. Able to live for long ee underail covers vite 
periods on berries and seeds. Also eats insects and spiders, and ? spots in tail corners; 
drinks tree sap and juice from fallen oranges. pumps tail. 
@ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. CAPE MAY WARBLER 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-13 days by female. Altricial young 4 eee ene 
brooded by female; stay in nest 10-12 days, fed by both sexes. shorter tail; dull green 


2 broods per year. rump; pale yellow wash 
; on center of breast. 


eo white WINTER FALL 
underparts with PLUMAGE MYRTLE 
gray streaks on 
breast and sides Similar Birds ~~ 


PALM WARBLER 


¢ POPULATION Abundant in coniferous or mixed forests; 
wooded and brushy habitats in winter. In winter Myrtle form 


common in East, fairly common 
Flight Pattern on West Coast; Audubon’s form 


casual in East in winter. 
Fairly rapid flight with quick wing strokes, 


¢ FEEDERS Suet, doughnuts, 
and peanut butter. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Myrtles 
are common cowbird hosts. 


alternating with brief periods of wings 


pulled to sides. Sallies forth and takes 


insects in flight, returning to perch. 


Nest Identification 


Shape Ee 


Shredded bark, weed stalks, twigs, and roots, lined with feathers ¢ +-50 feet 
above ground in conifer ® built by female ¢ 3-5 white to creamy eggs, with 


' : brown and gray markings, occasionally wreathed:; oval to short oval, 
Location gy ete ESTES cS 


0.7 x 0.53 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat 99g Migration \ figratory Weight 9.5 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PaRULIDAE Species Noydyrvica MIGFESCENS Length 4.75_5 inches | Wingspan 7.58 inches 


BLACK-THROATED GRAY WARBLER 


Its streaked plumage serves as camouflage in the coniferous 
forests and scrub-oak woodlands where this bird makes its 

home. The female is similar to the male but has a 

white throat and shows mostly gray coloring where 

the male bird shows black. Its pattern is very gray back with 
similar to that of a Townsend’s Warbler but soi eens 
with the grays replaced by yellow- 
greens and the whites by yellow. 
The only yellow in the af 
plumage of this bird is the eae — 
small dot on the supralorals. WA ee. 
e SONG Varied. A buzzy eleven tae 
insectlike weezy, weezy, weexy, weezy, feathers 
wueeo, with the last note or next to 

the last note higher. Call is a dull 7p. 

e BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Often 
joins mixed-species foraging groups outside 
breeding season. Forages at low to middle levels for 
food, which it gleans along twigs, branches, and 
leaves of trees. Eats insects, larvae, and caterpillars. 
Active and energetic; may hawk insects or 

hover glean for food. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. gray crown with 
Solitary nester. black borders and 
¢ NESTING Breeding biology ee os 
poorly known. Incubation . 
estimated at 12 days by female. 


black-and- 
white head 


small yellow 
Spot betworen 
© eye and hill 


MALE 


‘e black chin, 
throat, and 


upper breast 


~e 2 white 
wing bars 


Ne black streaking 
On std AY 


gray 
auriculars 


FEMALE 


Similar Birds 


BLACK-AND-WHITE 
WARBLER 


Young altricial; brooded by w. ~ 
female; estimated to stay in white chin . 


nest 8-10 days, fed by both and throat 


sexes. | brood per year. Mock taae White median crown 
- 8 iy igs ripe; black-and- 
¢ POPULATION F airly Oh lower one eed ; 
. vf Cc- ACh, 
common to Common 1n le | black cheeks; white 
chaparral, dry coniferous and black patch on IE eS ee 


side of rear throat spotting; lacks yellow 


mixed coniferous-deciduous forests, 
and scrub-oak woodlands in mountains. Casual to rare in the 
East; rare in migration and in winter on the Gulf Coast and Lower 
fa) 
Rio Grande Valley of ‘Texas. 
Flight Pattern ¢ FEEDERS Occasionally 
comes to feeding stations in 
winter for suet, peanut butter, 
Weak flight with rapid wing strokes 
alternating with brief periods of wings 
pulled to sides. Sallies forth to take insects 


or fruit. 
in flight and returns to same perch. 


supraloral spot. 


© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Rare 
cowbird host. 


Nest Identification 


Shape qy Location gy. & 


Plant fibers, grasses, and weed stalks, with lining of feathers, animal hair, 
mosses, and flower stems @ in fork or on branch of tree, usually 3-10 feet above 


ground ¢ built by female ¢ 4-5 white or creamy white eggs, with purple and 
brown splotches and dots; usually ovate or short ovate, 0.67 x 0.5 inches. 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Weight (3 ounce 


N 
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Family PARULIDAE Species Dendroica chrysoparia Length 475-5 inches | M8sPan 7.5_8 inches 


GOLDEN-CHEEKED WARBLER a 


Now endangered, this habitat specialist of “cedar breaks,” Ashe juniper 

and oaks, breeds only on or near the Edwards Plateau in ‘Texas 

and winters in Mexico and Central America. From the 

mature Ashe juniper the female strips bark and binds black crown \ 
it with spider webs to camouflage the outside of ee ro 
its nest. The male sings sunrise to sunset from black ovine 
high conspicuous perches on its nesting 
territory. Females have white throats and 
underparts. Juveniles have olive 
upperparts streaked with black and 
streaked sides to their throats. 2 white e— 
¢ SONG 4-5 harsh buzzy notes, ee 
bz2%-layxee-dayxee Or fweeah- 
tweeah-tweesy. Call is “7p. 

e BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 
pairs. Clings chickadee-like 
under branches as it forages. 
Gleans food from foliage, 
stems, and twigs. Eats 
mostly insects. Feeds at 
heights of 30 feet or less, 


black eye line 


black upperparts 


black chin, 
throat, and bib 


black streaking 
on sides 


-e white 
underparts 


hunting in middle to lower dark olive-green 
. . ey are ener 
levels. Outside breeding 2 white upperparts and 
- - wing crown with black 
season joins mixed reek dees 0 
2 


foraging flocks. Returns 
to breeding grounds in 
mid-March and males 
begin territorial songs. 
¢ BREEDING 


Monogamous and solitary. 


® NESTING Incubation 


* blackish eye line 


streaky blackish bib 


BLACK-THROATED 
GREEN WARBLER Q 


black 


12 days by female. Young streaks Nei a 
ash , Ro oe Juvenile female ® olive 
altricial; brooded by female; on sides a ee Ai 
2 cap; unstreaked 
Stay In nest 9 days, ted by light golden rs olive-green upperparts; 
both sexes. 1 brood per year. FEMALE cheeks without olive auricular patch; 


outline greenish olive rump. 


e¢ POPULATION Rare; limited to 
hill country of central Texas. 


| Fl 


ight Pattern 


© CONSERVATION Federally 
endangered. One of the rarest 
songbirds in North America. 
Vulnerable to Blue Jay 
predation, cowbird parasitism, 
and habitat destruction. 
Neotropical migrant. 


Weak flight with rapid wing strokes 
alternating with brief periods of wings 


pulled to sides. 


Bark pieces, grasses, spider’s silk, and rootlets, with lining of feathers and hair 
¢ in fork of tree, usually 15-20 feet above ground ¢ built by female ¢ 3-5 white 


Nest Identification 


Shape wa Location ro to creamy white eggs, with brown and gray dots and flecks; generally ovate to 
A 


short ovate, 0.75 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ ' | Habitat 9.0 « Migration Migratory Weight 9.4 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PARULIDAE SPeECleS Pond roica virens Length 475-5 inches | “Wingspan 7 5_8 inches 


BLACK-THROATED GREEN WARBLER [~ 


Like many in its family, the individual Black-throated 
Green Warbler sings two different songs, but in 


two different contexts: one in the vicinity of yellow- and olive-green 
the female or nest and the other near olive-green upperparts with black 
the territorial boundaries or when auricular patch @ streaking on back 


MALE 


stimulated by another male. It 
is the only warbler tn eastern 
North America with bold 

os The gk | bright yellow 
yellow cheeks. The female jyyepead and 
is similar to the male but sides of face 
shows fewer black streaks 
on the sides of her body, 
less black on her throat, black chin, 
and has a yellowish chin throat, anid 
: aaa: 8 upper breast 
and upper throat. ‘The 
juvenile is similar to the 
female but has a white throat 
and lacks the black on its breast. 
e SONG A throaty /ees-trees- 
whispering-trees (the territorial/male 


go -—e yellow wash 
oe on flanks 


— 2 white 


wing bars 


‘e black streaking 
on flanks and sides 


white underparts 


FEMALE 


interaction song) and a hoarse zay- yellowish 

| 2d)-zay-x00-xcee (the pair chin 

bonding/nest vicinity song). black throat 
Call is a flat soft Zs7p. veiled with 


whitish 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Sather dee 


Forages at mid-level in vegetation 
and in the interior of branches, usually 
not at the tips. Gleans from twigs and foliage; 


Similar Birds 


GOLDEN-CHEEKED 
WARBLER 
Gray to black 


hover-gleans and may hawk flying prey. Eats adult insects, ¥ upperparts with black 
caterpillars, larvae, and some berries, particularly in migration. Streaking; black or 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. oa eat en 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12 days by female. Young altricial; * a line connected to the 

| brooded by female; remain in nest 8-10 days, fed by both sexes, gel ie a as 
but female does more. 1—2 broods per year. bl a eeinmcas tel rang 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common in a variety of habitats of in ‘Texas. 

| conifer, mixed deciduous-conifer, and deciduous woodlands. 

| Some winter regularly in southern Florida; casual to accidental in 


the West. Numbers decreasing 
in the Great Lakes areas and in 
parts of New England. 

© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Vulnerable 
to habitat loss. Rare host to 
cowbird parasitism. 


Flight Pattern 
4 i + rt Tv ~. 


Somewhat weak flight with rapid wing 
strokes, alternating with brief periods of 
wings pulled to sides. Sallies from perch, 
takes insect in air, and returns to perch. 


N5 Petes . Dead grasses, plant fibers, and stems, with lining of animal hair, flower stems, 
Nest Identification | 8 I ; ; 6 : 
i and feathers ® usually in crotch of small or large evergreen or in hardwood tree 


on horizontal branch, 3-80 feet above ground ¢ built by both sexes ® 3-5 gray- 


Shape wy Location a> nial white or creamy white eggs, with brown and purple dots and blotches, often 
to y e ave 
wreathed; oval to short oval, 0.65 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat @.@ @ Migration Migratory Meer 0.3 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


| 
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Family PARULIDAE SpecieS Noydroica townsend: \+©8R 4.75-5 inches | Wingspan 7.5_8 inches 


TOWNSEND’S WARBLER 


‘The western counterpart of the Black-throated Green Warbler 
nests in high pines and spruces of the Pacific Northwest. blackish ear 


The bright yellow underparts and yellow face with patch with wide 
i yellow trim 


dark blackish 


black cheek patch are difficult to see because olive-green Ain 
° ~ . . > To we onl, — 
the bird forages and sings in the tops of the upperparts with 


Ws Tk WW black streaks 
mature conifers. Townsend’s Warbler Pali OO Pees 


often hybridizes with the Hermit wing bars 
Warbler where ranges overlap. 
e SONG Variable. Raspy high 
WER), WEESY, WeexXy, fweeA, 
rising in pitch but 

dropping at the end. 

Call is high sharp 47. 

¢ BEHAVIOR 


black chin, 
throat, and 
upper breast 


| white in outer 
2-3 rail feathers 


white belly 


yellow breast 


yellowish sides 
with black 


streaking 
Solitary or in pairs. olive crown with 
Greegarious after ate reas 
exe ae 
reeding season: narrow black 
breeding season; w MALE 


joins mixed-species streaking on back 


> rs oO} oO Hl ES * nf 
foraging flocks. Pivatie 
Ageressive toward wing bars 


—e yellow chin 
and throat 


Ne olive cheeks 


\ necklace of 
black streaks BLACK-THROATED 
on lower throat ; 4 GREEN WARBLER 

* Yellow cheeks and face 
Shin Biase without dark ear 
Sepak om oie: patches; whitish chest; 


and flanks olive back with black 


other species. 
Sometimes hover-gleans 
from branches and foliage. Eats 


insects, caterpillars, and spiders. FEMALE SeceanIn en ee 
whe Ss wash on undertail 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. coverts ® eastern 


¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Incubation Dicecinle tae 


estimated at 12 days by female. Altricial young brooded by 
female; stay in nest estimated 8-12 days. Fed by both sexes; 
female may do more. | brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly common in coniferous and mixed 
coniferous-deciduous forests. Casual to accidental in winter and 
in migration in the East. May be increasing slightly and 
expanding range southward in Washington and Oregon. 


e FEEDERS Mixture of 
Flight Pattern 


almost no overlap. 


HERMIT WARBLER 

{Lacks black cheeks and 
crown; yellow restricted 
to breast and sides; fine 
black streaking on sides 


and flanks. 


peanut butter, cheese, and 
marshmallows. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Degree of 
cowbird parasitism unknown. 
Subject to forest fragmentation 
by logging. 


Relatively weak flight on rapidly beating 
wings, alternating with brief periods of 


wings pulled to sides; repeated. 


Nest Identification 


Bark pieces, plant fibers, lichens, grasses, and cocoon materials, with lining 
of feathers and animal hair ® across limb of conifer, high above ground 


¢ built by both sexes ¢ 3-5 egg ‘ine brown; short ovate, 
Shape cgp Location py xy both sexes @ 3-5 white eggs, with fine dots of brown; short ovate 


0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat qgg 9.¢ Migration \ fieratory Weight (3 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PARULIDAE Species Pyoydyoica occidentalis | *®°8Y 5 inches Wingspan 7.75 inches 


HERMIT WARBLER 


Vhis bird is difficult to spot because it spends its time in the 
tops of tall fir and pine trees. It exhibits a marked 
partiality to conifers when foraging and 


slate-gray 
upperparts with 


| nesting. Sometimes it can be drawn into black nape with black streaking 
: ara ; 
| the open when it hears a call or dark markings cA 


s A 
extend ng onto / 
(TOON 


imitation of the Saw-whet Owl. 
This warbler generally has 
| gray upperparts and white 
underparts with a brilliant 
yellow face. Males have a 
black throat. Females are 
similar to males but have a 


yellow 
head e_ 


@ white outer 
tal feathers 


oe —. faint streaking 


on sides 


yellow chin and little or no a | = 

black on the throat. Juveniles — d/ack chin | sina ed 
are similar to females; and throat 

juvenile females have more Deohie a? 


| olive to the upperparts. wing bars 
| e SONG Highly variable. A 
vibrant high wheezy seadle, rey Hee ares gray tail with 


yellow face tinged olive 


and chin 


white corners 


seadle, seadle, xeet-zect. Call is a 
| flat /s7# or chip. 
| ¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in eine eee 


| pairs. Territorial birds sing of black on 

| high up in conifers. Forages throat 

| for food in high and mid-level 2 white wing bars 

| branches of trees. Acrobatic, 

| clinging upside down to pick ahiier 

| insects off undersides of twigs. Eats underparts TOWNSEND'S 
| adult insects, caterpillars, and spiders, WARBLER 


Black to dusky ear 
patches outlined by 


which it gleans from branches and foliage; 
hover-gleans and sometimes hawks insects in midair. Sometimes 


> — 


yellow face; black 


| hybridizes with ‘Townsend’s Warbler. streaking on breast, 
, ¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. : ae Saaes, isa dans, Hoare 


blackish crown; olive 


¢ NESTING Estimated incubation 12 days by both sexes. back with black 
Young altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest estimated 
8-10 days, fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common. Stable in coniferous forests, 


especially in mountains. Casual 
Flight Pattern in the East in migration. 
~~ + 4a tN. 


¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Infrequent 
cowbird host. May be displaced 
Swift short flights on rapidly beating by ‘lownsend’s Warbler when 
wings, alternating with brief periods of ; 
wings pulled to sides. Hawks flying 
insects, returning to perch. 


streaking; olive rump; 
yellow breast. 


both are sympatric. Vulnerable 
to habitat loss due to logging. 


Sticks, plant material, stems, and lichen, with lining of hair, feathers, fine plant 
stems, and bark pieces ® on limb, usually 15-120 feet above ground @ built by 
female ¢ 3—5 white eggs, with red, brown, and lilac blotches, wreathed at larger 
end; ovate to short ovate, 0.66 x 0.51 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat 999 9.¢ Migration Migratory Weight () 3 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape wy Location a> 
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Family PaRULIDAE SpecleS Dendroica fusca Length 5 inches Wingspan 8 inches 


BLACKBURNIAN WARBLER 


brilliant orange 


Head and throat glowing like embers, the males are iad Groat oad | 
unmistakable. Juveniles and fall makes are similar. upper breast 2s 

It frequents coniferous or mixed deciduous- black nape and 

conifer forests in most of its breeding range; sides of crown 


in the Appalachians, it 1s also found in black triangular 
lower drier forests of pine-oak-hickory. ear patch Ld 
e SONG Thin high-pitched black Back with 
ascending trill in 2-3 parts, ending white streaking 
with upslurred note that some Kerb 
people cannot hear: seep seep seep with laree 
seep titi zeeeece. Call is rich /s7p. white patches @ 
@ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 
pairs. May join mixed foraging 
flocks after breeding. Gleans prey 
from branches, twigs, and foliage 
in treetops. Sometimes catches 


white patches in 
outer tail feathers 


dark gray-olive 


? upperparts 


pale orange-ocher 
supercilium and 
sides of head e 
behind ear patch 


2 broad 


FEMALE white wing bars 


pale orange to 
ochre throat and 
upper breast 


white underparts 
with black streaks 
on sides and flanks 


insects in flight. Eats insects, caterpillars, and some berries. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 11-12 days by female. Altricial young 
brooded by female; stay in nest estimated 9-12 days, fed by 
both sexes. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly common in coniferous and mixed 
deciduous-conifer forests; stable. Strays to California in fall 
migration. Can be numerous in areas where there are spruce 


budworm outbreaks. 
Flight Pattern 


® CONSERVATION 


Neotropical migrant. Infrequent 
cowbird host. Vulnerable to loss 
of habitat due to land clearing. 
Hemlock infestations by insect 


Fairly swift direct flight on rapidly beating : : 
pests could negatively impact. 


wings. Sallies forth from perch, taking 
insects in midair and returning to perch. 


Nest Identification Small sticks, lichen, and plant down ¢ lined with 
roots ® on horizontal branch, 20-50 feet above gr 


Shape 9 Location a> 


splotches; oval to short oval, 0.68 x 0.49 inches. 


x CERULEAN WARBLER 
“ee. Female and juvenile 


a8 ‘ male ® supercilium 


MALE 


white breast 
with pale 


ocher wash 


black streaking 
on sides 
buff-white belly, 
flanks, and 


undertail coverts 


‘TOWNSEND’S 
: WARBLER 
ae Juvenile female 

¢ yellow throat and 

chest; olive crown and 
upperparts; entirely 
dark bill: more distinct 
dark streaking on sides. 


broadens behind eye; 
less distinct rounded ear 
patch; white or buff 
underparts; pale lines 
on back; dark streaks 
across back; shorter tail 
® eastern range. 


hair, bark pieces, and small 
ound (but as high as 80 feet) 


¢ built by female * 4-5 white or greenish white eggs, with brown dots and 


Plumage Sexes differ | Habitat ong 9.¢ Migration Migratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Weight (4 ounce 
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Family PaRULIDAE rene 5.25 inches Wingspan 8 5 inches 


YELLOW-THROATED WARBLER | | 


Some of these birds frequent the old oak ee ee ae, | 
trees of the Southeast and Mississippi with white patch on 
Valley, where Spanish moss is abundant. sides of neck 


ie aie Noa Nan mail 
Species Nondryica dominica 


white or yellow 


Their habitat varies regionally from supraloral white arc under eye, 
tall swampy bottomland hardwoods, eas 
to oak-pine woods on ridges, to long 

lowland pine forests, to sycamores —-2/ack bill eee " 
in riparian corridors. In all habitats, py ioh7 yellow ‘ik oii al 
this long-billed warbler sings chin, throat, 

loudly from the tops of trees, and and breast 


2 white 


can be identified by the black face 
; wing bars 


set off by a bold white supercilium 
and bright yellow chin and throat. 
The female ts similar to the male but hire 
duller and has fewer black markings. underparts 
Most migrate but southern populations 

are sedentary. 


¢ SONG Loud descending series of 

3-4 measured whistles, followed by 2-3 weaker 
| notes and more rapid notes, ending with sharper ascending note, 
tweede-tweede-tweede-tweede-dee-da-m-deet. Call note is high soft ss7p. 
e BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Somewhat sluggish and deliberate. Joins mixed-species 
feeding flocks after breeding season. Creeps along inner branches, twigs, and in foliage, 
foraging generally in the upper parts of trees; however, sometimes lower and even on the 
ground. Uses long bill and behavior similar to that of Brown Creeper to extract insects from 


bark crevices and pick them from the surface. Also catches 
Similar Birds 


| insects in flight. Eats insects, caterpillars, and spiders. 

| @ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Cn. BLACKBURNIAN 

| @ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Incubation by r beer Saas 
female estimated at 12-13 days. Altricial young brooded by ¢ shorter bill; yellow- 
female; stay in nest estimated 10 days, fed by female (possibly orange throat and 
some by male). 1-2 broods per year. ee 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common in habitat. Stable overall; 
some expansion in the Northeast and noted decline in the 
Florida Panhandle and southern Alabama. Casual in the West 
| during fall migration; rare to casual in southeastern Canada 

| during spring migration. 


black stripes 
on sides of 
breast, sides, 


and flanks Js *.. 
large white re 
tail spots 


patch on side of head; 
blackish back with 
white stripes; 2 white 
wing bars; dusky streaks 
on sides and flanks. 


e FEEDERS Bread crumbs 
and suet. 


¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Infrequent 
cowbird host. Vulnerable to 
habitat loss due to logging, land 


Fairly swift flight of short duration on 
rapidly beating wings. Sallies forth from Z 
perch, taking insects in air, and returns clearing, and development. 
to perch. 


| Plant down, stems, grasses, and cocoon material, with lining of feathers and fine 
| plant material ¢ tucked into Spanish moss or on or near end of branch, 

10-100 feet above ground ® built mostly by female @ 4-5 grayish white or 
greenish white eggs, with lavender, reddish, and grayish flecks and splotches; 
subelliptical to short subelliptical, 0.68 x 0.51 inches. 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape wy Location gy. a 


Plumage Sexes similar 


Family PaRULIDAE 


600 © BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


PINE WARBLER | | 
blackish yellow line | 
eye line ® 9 over eyes 


‘True to its name, the long-tailed somewhat heavy- 
billed Pine Warbler inhabits open’ pine tree 

groves, where it conceals its nest among 

needles near the branch tips. It is 

distinguished from other warblers by 

its tendency to winter throughout —gyvenish olive e— 
much of its breeding range. upperparts with a 
Males and females are similar, 10 SITCAKING 
both showing a white belly 

and undertail coverts, 

although females are long tail projects 
duller in color with beyond undertail a. whe bah wid 
less yellow on their coverts @ eo” cee §—indlertail coverts 
breasts. Juveniles : 9 = 
have brownish to 
brownish olive 
upperparts with 
white wing bars, 
and underparts varying 

from white to yellowish with a brownish wash on the flanks. 


large bill 


~~ 2 
~e yellow chin 
and throat 
yellow breast 
has dark streaks 
On sides 


2 white wing bars 


white patches at * 2 
ends of 2 outer ’ 
tail feathers 


JUVENILE 
FEMALE 


e SONG ‘Twittering musical trill similar to Chipping Sparrow ¢ cates W-THROATED 
a <a IREO 
TaTY y speed, 7955 € a) 0 ae ers Ss (re Si ° . 
but varying in speed, loudness, and pitch. Call is slurred sswp Teavier hogkeaibalt 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Very vocal. Gregarious in yellow spectacles; white 
winter; often joins mixed feeding flocks. Gleans food by belly and flanks; no 
creeping slowly and deliberately along branches, usually high in 


streaking on sides or 
breast; gray rump and 


trees, but sometimes lower, even on ground. Often flies from crissum: no white in tail 
tree to tree, diving for passing insects. Eats insects, caterpillars, corners; sluggish. 
and spiders. Also eats seeds, wild grapes, and some berries. O  BAY-BREASTED 
Ageressive toward other species sharing same pine habitat. err WARBLER 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. ate cae ee 
¢ NESTING Incubation 10 days by both sexes. Young altricial; streaking on back; 
brooded by female; leave nest within 10 days, fed by both sexes. muich less yatoues 
2-3 broods per year in the South, | brood per year in the North. vei yen 

) ) ) with less extension from 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common to common. Stable or undertail coverts; paler 


increasing slightly, but some decline in coastal New England 
and Great Lakes region due to clearing of pines. Subject to loss 
in severe winters. Increases occur as pines mature. Casual in West. 


6 FEEDERS Peanut butter 
Flight Pattern 


cheeks contrast less 
with throat color. 


and cornmeal mixture. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Infrequent 
host to cowbird parasitism. 
Vulnerable to fragmentation and 
clearing of pine forests. 


Weak flight, rapid wing beats alternated 
with brief period of wings pulled to sides 


Sallies out to take flying insects, returns. 


Lined with feathers, weeds, grass, bark, pine needles, twigs, and spider 
webs ® built on or near end of limb, 10-135 feet above ground ¢ built by 


female * 3-5 off-white eggs, with brown specks near larger end; oval to 


short oval, 0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PaRULIDAE Species Pondroica kirtlandii Length 5 5 inches Wingspan g 5 inches 


KIRTLAND’S WARBLER 
One of the rarest warblers, this species white eye ring, broken 
nests only near brushy young jack black ® front and rear 
pines in northern Michigan, done 
principally the north-central part of 
the Lower Peninsuia. In an effort to 
increase this bird’s population, the 
US Forest Service in recent years 
has controlled planting and fires to 
produce the necessary habitat. 
Kirtland’s is the only gray warbler 
with yellow underparts that 
constantly pumps its tail up and yellow 
down, flashing white spots in the underparts with 
. ~ cfeten® black Spots and 

| tail corners. Females are similar to ‘sreching On 

| males but lack the black lores and sides 

have duller coloring. 

e SONG Loud, bubbly, and low-pitched. 

A bold vibrant melody of notes, varying in 

| range; chip-chip-che-way-o 1s one rendition of the 

song. Male sings constantly, with more than 

2,000 songs given by one individual male in a day. 

Call is low strong cip. 


blue-gray upperparts with 
heavy black streaking 


2 NATTO®W Whit 
wing bars 


Yi 


é white 


undertail coverts 


JUVENILE 
FEMALE 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Males on territory much more conspicuous than females; 
both sexes inconspicuous in migration. ‘Tame. Forages with slow deliberate movements on 
ground and high in trees. Kats mostly insects and caterpillars; 
| also takes tree sap and berries. Restricted to young jack pines Similar Birds 
3-15 feet tall and 5—15 years old, with lower branches ' : . 
; MAGNOLIA WARBLER G 
Spring female ® gray 


overlapping adjacent trees and brushy ground cover. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 13-15 days, longest of North American 
warblers. Male feeds incubating female. Altricial young brooded 
by female; leave nest at 9-13 days but have weak flight, so both 
sexes feed for 42 more days. 1 brood per year, rarely 2. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly common but very local. Rare in 
migration; winters only in Bahama Islands. Estimated at 1,600 in 
1998, up from low of 167 breeding males in 1987. 


¢ CONSERVATION Endangered due to habitat loss and cowbird 
parasitism. Neotropical migrant. 

Planting of pine plantations, 

: controlled burning, and annual 
4 trapping of several thousand 
cowbirds have contributed to 
increase. Many wear leg bands 
due to conservation and 
research efforts. 


Nest Identification Plant fibers and dried grasses © lined with moss, mammal hair, and fine 


grasses ® on ground near jack pine, sheltered by vegetation ® built by female 
e 4-6 pinkish white or creamy white eggs, flecked, splotched, and dotted 
with browns; oval to short oval, 0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ae « Migration \ {igratory Weight 9 5 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


head; complete white 
eye ring; taint whitish 
supercilium; streaked 
olive back; yellow-green 
rump; bold white wing 
bars; black streaking on 
sides and some on 
breast; white-based 
black tail from below; 
does not pump tail. 


Moderately fast flight with quick wing 
strokes, alternating with brief periods of 
wings pulled to sides; repeated. 


Shape wy Location mm £x¥ 


—- 
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Family PARULIDAE Species Nyydroica discolor | ©°8th 4.75 inches Wingspan 75 inches ss 


PRAIRIE WARBLER 


Rather than the prairies as its name might imply, 
this bird can be found in brushy old-fields, open 
pine stands, and sometimes in coastal 


mangroves in eastern and southern North yellow sides of face with ; ; 

America. Like many warblers, the male black streak through eyes, or as yellow 
. . ; outlining ear patch EVCOTO’ 

sings from an exposed perch at the tops 

of tall trees. Females are similar to olive-green upperparts 

males but duller in color. Juvenile with chestnut 


tog + . . abe. os 7 ”), sp 
females are duller still, with markings on back 


grayish olive upperparts, 
paie supercilium, and 
broken eye rings. 


2 light yellow 
wing bars 


black streaking 


white patches on on sides 


outer tail feathers 


bright yellow 
e SONG An ascending trilling underparts 
BBWOC-VVCC-VVCC-ZRLC-VNCC-VBC-VLC, 

starting at one pitch and rising sharply . 
over the last half of song. Call note is a rich 
smacking chick. 


e BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Joins mixed feeding flocks Similar Birds 
after breeding season. ‘Tame. Active and restless. Constantly PINE WARBLER 
pumps or wags tail while feeding. Forages in low branches of Yellow-green face; 
trees and bushes and sometimes on ground. Catches some indistinct yellowish eye 
a F a . ; “7 ” 7 ine ¢ ds cil . 
insects in flight but primarily gleans from foliage; sometimes ibs cece: acai 
4S P - ‘e-gTee ack 

hover-gleans. Eats mostly insects and spiders. without streaking; 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous; some males polygynous in yellowish underaaie 

: was ; a as vee with indistinct dusky 
midnesting season. Solitary nester. stiatiiios eave 

5 . streaking; extensive 

e NESTING Incubation 11-14 days by female. Young altricial; white tail spots; bobs 
brooded by female; stay in nest 8-11 days, fed by both sexes. fail Dut not es SuonEs 


Both sexes tend for additional 40-50 days. 2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common but 

Flight Pattern is declining. 

e CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 
— : Frequently host to cowbird 
Fairly fast flight with rapidly beating — parasitism. Vulnerable to habitat 
wings, alternating with brief periods of : : 
wings pulled to sides. May sally forth and loss that occurs with maturation 
take insects in flight. of torests. 


Nest Identification 


Shape @y Location gy. a 


Grasses, stems, bark pieces, plant down, and leaves, bound with spider’s silk and 
lined with feathers and mammal hair ¢ hidden in tree or bush, usually 10-15 feet 
above ground (but ranges from 1-45 feet) ¢ built by female ¢ 4-5 white, creamy 

white, or greenish white eggs, with fine and large dots of brown, concentrated on 
larger end: oval to short oval, 0.6 x 0.48 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ | 'abitatee «@ 8 Migration Migratory Weight (3 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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a ae CON neh: Aan fia ia aud eis if oe 
Family Pa RULIDAE Species Dendroica palmarum Length 5.25 inches __| WiNESP8N 85 inches 


Ri 


PALM WARBLER 


[his inhabitant of northern bogs pumps its tail up and down more than 
any other warbler. ‘Iwo subspecies occur: the eastern form with strongly 
washed yellow underparts and the western form with whitish 
underparts with stronger streaking. Both nest on 
knolls of moss at the foot of small . 
spruce or pine trees. A medium- grayish to olive- 

: ) : brown upperparts 
distance migrant, the Palm 

: : chestnut ez , ‘oe 
Warbler winters in the cap YZ white to yellowish 
South and frequents a ; wing bars 
open habitats such as 
cultivated fields, 
marshes, pastures, 
parks, and gardens. 
Some winter in open chestnut to Nua ae dpvinih wallets 

. brownish streaks en ee 
pine woods or along al age i undertail coverts 

at on sides of breast andl Fah 

their edges. The species 2 “a 
is associated with palms streaked whitish eee WESTERN 
only on some of its underparts jo RACE 
wintering areas and shows 4 
no inclination to seek them 
out. Fall adults and juveniles wi af WINTER 
are drab, washed out, and lack the PLUMAGE 
chestnut cap. 


white Spots on 
tail corners 


yellow to whitish 
supercilium 


¢ SONG Monotone buzzlike fast trill, often stronger in middle, 

BwWee-ZWee-zwee-zwee-zwee-zwee. Call is forceful slurred sszé. 

CAPE MAY WARBLER Q 
Pale lemon supercilium; 
white undertail coverts; 
does not wag short tail. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Gregarious after breeding 
season, forming flocks and often mixing in foraging flocks with 
other species. ‘Terrestrial; searches for food on ground or along 
beaches during migration, particularly among twigs and cones YELLOW-RUMPED 
from conifers. Also foliage-gleans and hover-gleans in shrubs WARBLER 


. . . > : Myrtle form, basic 
and trees; sometimes hawks prey in flight. Eats insects and alc pee ate pa 
caterpillars, also bayberries and raspberries. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 12 days by both sexes. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 12 days, fed by both sexes. 
2 broods per year. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common to common. Stable with some 


decline noted in wintering 
numbers in Florida. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Rare 


cowbird host; buries eggs of 


Weak flight; rapid wing beats alternate palace floor of nest. 


with brief periods of wings pulled to sides. Vulnerable to loss of habitat due 


Sallies from perch to take insects in air. to forest fragmentation. 


plumage ® brown to 
gray upperparts with 
black streaking on back; 
white supercilium; 
bright yellow rump; 
streaked underparts; 
does not pump tail. 


Grass and shredded bark, lined with feathers ® built on or near ground or up 
to 4 feet above ground in coniferous tree ® built by female ¢ 4-5 white to 


Shape Location sammms 
pe @ ay 0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


creamy eggs, with brown markings; ovate, short ovate, or elongated ovate, 


Habitat 9@ @, Migration \figratory Weight 0.4 ounce 
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Family PARULIDAE Species Pyydroica castanea \ ©8155 inches Wingspan 8 5 inches 


BAY-BREASTED WARBLER 


The male’s- warm chestnut and creamy creamy buff oem 
markings help identify this native,of patch on sides Aesilinansh noe 

see ag % ee, f ®@ CTO™M 
northern coniferous forests. It is one of of neck ; 


2 black face 


the largest warblers. Females are gray upperparts 

duller and have a gray rump. with black 

Juveniles and winter adults have SHEARING @ 

olive upperparts with streaking ih aS 


‘e chestnut- 
brown chin, WINTER 


throat, and MALE 
sides 


white spotting on 
outer tail feathers 


MALE 


~e 2 white 
wing bars 


on the back, white wing 
bars, often show some 
chestnut wash on their 
underparts, and have 
a buffy crissum. 
e SONG High thin 
double-syllabled 
notes in series of 
3-10 fees reest 

; : : . FEMALE 
Teest eesi 1eeSt reest. 
Call is thin high- 
pitched sect and 
loud slurred chip. 
¢ BEHAVIOR 
Solitary or in pairs. 
Gregarious in migration 
and winter. Gleans from branches, twigs, and foliage, often at 
mid level. In migration and winter forages lower. Eats insects, 


7. : mS ¥ 

 e buff underparts 
: WINTER 
FEMALE 
chestnut crown 
streaked black 
creamy white patch behind 
dusky auriculars 


BLACKPOLL WARBLER 
Winter adults and fall 
——® gray upperparts juveniles have yellow to 
streaked black yellow-olive wash on 
sides and flanks; sides 
of breast and flanks are 
streaked; duller green 
upperparts; white 
undertail coverts; more 
distinct eye line; yellow 


2 white & A ct 
wingbars Pd) Be 
toes and soles of feet 
pale chestnut 

underparts mottled 


creamy white 


¢ adults have yellow 
feet and pinkish legs. 


PINE WARBLER 
Winter adults and fall 
juveniles have longer 


tail; lacks white tips to 


larvae, and fruit. Attracted to areas with spruce budworm tertials and primaries: 
outbreaks. Wags tail slightly as it forages. unstreaked olive to 
aaa , 14: olive-brown back; olive 
© BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. cn 
. ; cheek patch contrasts 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-13 days by female. Young altricial; with paler throat; more 


elongated tail spots. 


brooded by female; leave nest at 10-12 days, fed by both sexes. 
1 brood per year. 


© POPULATION Abundant to 
Flight Pattern common in boreal coniferous 
forests and adjoining deciduous 
‘ second growth. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
: SPAS Ie TE Neotropical migrant. Rare 
Relatively weak flight with rapid wing : I = ; 
strokes alternating briefly with wings cowbird host. Vulnerable to 
pulled to sides. habitat loss due to logging. 


Nest Identification 


Shape @ Location gy seid a 
gto 


Sticks, grasses, roots, mosses, and stems, lined with pieces of bark and 
rabbit hair ® on branch of tree or bush, 440 feet above ground ¢ built by 
female ¢ 4-6 white, greenish white, or bluish white eggs, with lavender or 
brown splotches at larger end; varying from ovate to elongate ovate, 


0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ [Habitat ae @ Migration Mieratory _ | Wel€ht 0.5 ounce 


DATE ____ TIME LOCATION 


DATE 
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Family PARULIDAE SPECIES Pond yroica striata Length 5 25 inches Wingspan g 5 inches 


BLACKPOLL WARBLER 


‘This summer resident of Canadian boreal 
forests migrates more than twenty-five 
hundred miles in the fall, flying nonstop over 
water to winter in northern South America. 
Juveniles and fall adults have streaked 
greenish upperparts; a pale 
greenish yellow wash on 
the face, throat, and 
breast; a white belly 
and crissum; legs 
that are pale 
pinkish on the 
front and back but 
dark on the sides; 
and yellow soles. 


¢ SONG 
Mechanical series 
of high thin sseer 
notes that begin 
softly and get 
louder and 

more intense; 
may contain 


bold bla 14 
streaks on 
gray back 


white underparts with black- «~ 
streaked sides and flanks |. 
SIT C6 sides and flanks pan lore ai? 


and feet 


dusky eye line and grayish head 


gray-buff superciliume _ aNd Ne ke oltve-gra) 


(TORN 


FEMALE 


10-20 notes. oihie blackish 
WAIN Sy ee 

Much variation ae a streaked 

| Cc aratiol UNACTParts throat, sides, 


between individuals. 
Call is sharp loud cAzp. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Sluggish and deliberate. 
Forages low to high in migration, but stays in middle to upper 
levels on breeding grounds. Catches insects in air or combs 
leaves and twigs for food. Eats insects, caterpillars, 
cankerworms, spiders and their eggs, and pokeberries. 


and flanks 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Polygynous. Females breed with 
the territory-holding male on the previous year’s nesting site. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12 days by female. Altricial young 
brooded by female; stay in nest 11-12 days, fed by both sexes. 
1-2 broods per year. 


Flight Pattern 


e POPULATION Abundant in 


northern boreal coniferous 


® CONSERVATION 


Fairly swift direct flight on rapidly 


beating wings. : : ; 
forest fragmentation. 


Nest Identification 


black cap 


forests. May be declining in 
southern part of breeding range. 


Neotropical migrant. Vulnerable 
to habitat loss from logging and 


MALE 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


® 2 white 
wing bars 


BAY-BREASTED 
WARBLER 
Juvenile and fall adult 


e¢ bulkier; brighter green 


upperparts; thicker wing 


bars; little or no 


streaking on underparts; 


many show buff sides 


and/or flanks; creamy 


undertail coverts; gray 


legs and feet. 


PINE WARBLER 


Larger bill; unstreaked 


olive upperparts; shorter 


undertail coverts make 


tail look longer; more 


white in tail corners; 


brown legs and feet. 


BLACK-AND-WHITE 
WARBLER 
Black-and-white-striped 


crown; black back with 


white stripes; black 


spotting and streaking 


on undertail coverts; 


black legs and feet 


¢ male has black throat 


and cheeks. 


Lined with spruce sprigs, twigs, bark, dried grass, feathers, weeds, moss, 


and lichen ® on branch near trunk, 2-33 feet above ground ¢ built by 


Location a> 


Shape wy 


female ¢ 3-5 white to off-white eggs, with brown or lavender markings, 


> 


occasionally wreathed; oval to long oval, 0.72 x 0.53 inches. 


Plumage Gexes differ Habitat qpe 9,¢@ Migration Migratory Weight (5 ounce 


TIME LOCATION 
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Family PaRULIDAE SpecieS Dondroica cerulea | *©%8N 4.5 inches Wingspan 7 25 inches 
se 


CERULEAN WARBLER ‘ 


Although its buzzy song can be heard from dawn until dusk, this bird, one of 
the smallest warblers, is difficult to spot, as it stays hidden in dense foliage in 
the crowns of tall deciduous trees. ‘This habit of remaining high in mature 
trees has made studies of its natural history difficult, and its breeding biology 
and feeding habits are poorly known. Juveniles are similar to females. 


white tail 
Spots 


e SONG A series of accelerating buzzy notes on the same 

or slightly ascending pitch, ending in a drawn- bluish to blue-gray 
out buzz, 27ay, 87a), Xray, Ay, eeeeeee, upperparts with black 
reminiscent of the slower second streaking on back 
song of the Northern Parula. 

Call is a slurred chzp. 

@ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 
pairs. Vigorous and persistent 
singer on breeding grounds. Eats 
mainly insects, larvae, and spiders. 
Very active and acrobatic forager 
but sometimes moves sluggishly, 


2 white 
wing bars 


black streaking 
on sides and 


: : a Hanks 

gleaning food off leaves and branches = p/yish 
while staying hidden in trees. Also black chest 
catches insects in flight. band MALE 
® BREEDING Monogamous. aha 
Solitary nester. underparts 
@ x y ati aye aye 

NESTING Incubation blue-gray to whitish supercitium 
about 12-13 days by greenish mantle widens behind eye 


Similar Birds ¥ 


sean Me 


female. Altricial 
young brooded by 
female; stay in nest 
estimated 8-10 days, 
fed by both sexes. 
1-2 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Fairly FEMALE 
common to uncommon in 
mature deciduous forest. 
Declining dramatically, 
particularly in the heart of 
range, but range is expanding Je yellowish buff 
north and northeast, on the oe 


Flight Pattern 


The small and short-tailed male is 
the only warbler with a blue back, 
black necklace, and white throat. 


bluish green 
crown 


white 


Q BLACKBURNIAN 
tail spots 


WARBLER 
Female and juvenile 


¢ pale orange 
supercilium broadens 
behind eye; white or 
buff underparts; longer 
tail; triangular cheek 
patch; pale lines and 


dark streaking on back. 


Atlantic coastal plain, and the 
Piedmont. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Moderate 
host to cowbird parasitism. 
Vulnerable to habitat loss and 
forest fragmentation. 


Relatively weak flight with quick wing 
strokes alternating with brief periods of 


wings pull to sides; repeated. 


Nest Identification Stems, grasses, mosses, bark pieces, and spider’s silk, with lining of mammal hair 
and mosses ® far out on branch of tree, usually 30-60 feet above ground ¢ built 


Shape egp 


: by female ® 3-5 grayish or creamy white eggs, with fine dots or splotches of 
Location bia gray ggs, wit | : 
, 


brown, usually loosely wreathed; oval to short oval, 0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


+ A - : 7 
Plumage Sexes differ Habital 9p 8.2 8 Migration Mipratory Weight 9.3 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PARULIDAE Species Wyigrtilta varia Length 5 inches Wingspan 8 5_9 inches 


BLACK-AND-WHITE WARBLER 


This mostly black-and-white striped bird feeds 
nuthatch-style, moving up and down the trunks of 
trees and crawling over and under branches, a 
foraging behavior unlike any other warbler. It 

is one of the earliest warblers to return to 
the breeding grounds in early spring, 
because its bark-gleaning foraging 

habit does not require it to an 
linger on wintering 
grounds until the 
leaves begin to 
develop. Females 
are similar to males 
but have cream-colored 

flanks and creamy whitish 

rather than black cheeks. Juveniles 
are similar to females. 

e SONG Repetitive thin high-pitched 
series of 6-10 wee-sea, wee-sea notes like the 
sound of a turning squeaky wheel. Sometimes 
a trill is added as an ending to the cadence. Has 
call of an abrasive chip or “ink, and a seap. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Probes into bark crevices 
with long bill; does not prop body on tree with tail as do 
woodpeckers and creepers. Eats adult insects, caterpillars, and 
spiders. Occasionally hawks and hover-gleans. If flushed from 
ground nest, female performs distraction display, dragging wings 
with tail spread. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 10-12 days by female. Young altricial: 
brooded by female; remain in nest 8-12 days but still not able to 
fly well; fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Widespread in mature and second-growth 
deciduous or mixed deciduous-conifer woodlands with large 
trees. Declining in the Midwest and Great Lakes region 
because of habitat loss and cowbird parasitism. Vagrant in the 
West during migration as far north as Alaska. 


¢ CONSERVATION 


distinctive white 
stripe over and 


Flight Pattern 
host to cowbird eggs. 
Vulnerable to forest 


due to logging operations in 
mature forests. 


Relatively weak flight with rapid wing 
strokes alternating with brief periods of 
wings pulled to sides; repeated. 


: Nest Identification 


Shape wy 


Location mmm 42 sxe, 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat o.¢@ ep Migration Migratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Neotropical migrant. Common 


fragmentation and habitat loss 


bold black-and-white 
stripes on head and 
most of body 


slightly curved 
slim bill 


“es blac # The ks 
and throat 


2 white 
wing bars 


white belly 


BLACK-THROATED 
: GRAY WARBLER 
Small yellow spot 
between eye and bill; 
blackish crown; gray 
back with black 


streaking; white 
undertail coverts; lacks 
central crown stripe. 


BLACKPOLL 
a x 

WARBLER O 

Black crown; white 


cheeks; gray back with 
black streaking; white 
throat; white undertail 


coverts. 


Grasses, bark pieces, dead leaves, rootlets, and pine needles, lined with moss 
and mammal hair ® on ground, near base of tree or bush, or in small hollow of 
rock, stump, or log * built by female ® 4-6 creamy white or white eggs, flecked 
with brown; short subelliptical to subelliptical, 0.67 x 0.52 inches. 


Weight Q 4 ounce 
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Specles Svrgphaga ruticilla Wingspan g inches 


AMERICAN REDSTART | 
| 


Length 5 inches 


Family paRULIDAE 


Birders enjoy watching this vivacious bird as it flits to catch 
insects or sits on a perch, partially spreading and drooping 
its wings and spreading its tail. Other warblers pump or 
flick their tails, but this bird fans its tail and holds it 
there for a second. The male’s tail can be either 
orange and black or yellow and dusky olive- 

gray. This woodland inhabitant is one of the 

most common warblers nesting in North 
America. Juvenile males look like females 
but with an orange wash on the sides. 

e SONG Variable. Sings often and 
through the heat of midday. Basic 


gh OSS)! black 


overall 


orange patches on 
wings, sides, and tail 


song is 4-8 high-pitched, somewhat 
coarse notes, with explosive accented 


‘e white belly and 
undertail coverts 


lower-ending weer-seet-seet-xeer-xeean. MALE 
Other songs have unaccented ending. 

Some are reminiscent of the Yellow, 

Chestnut-sided, and Black-and- 

white Warblers. Territorial males thin white grayish olive 
have repertoire of several songs. supercilium upperparts 
Call is slurred thin c/vp. and eye ring * 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 
‘Tame. Conspicuous. Sings often. 


FEMALE 


Responds to squeaking or pishing whitish underparts & 

yellow patches 
SE A oe Aid 2 AT pte ft .. undertail coverts on wings, sides, 
insects, perching between hawking wa ae 


events like a small flycatcher. Gleans 

food from branches and foliage; hover-gleans. 

Eats insects, caterpillars, spiders, berries, fruit, and seeds. 
@ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 


e 


¢ NESTING Incubation 11-12 days by female. Altricial young brooded by FIRST SPRING 
female; stay in nest 9 days, fed by both sexes. 1—2 broods per year. MALE 


¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common in wet deciduous 
and mixed conifer-deciduous woodlands with understory, 


Similar Birds 
woodland edges, riparian woodlands, and second growth. 
Widespread but declining in the Midwest, Great Lakes, the 


Northeast, and the Maritime Provinces. Rare to uncommon migrant 
in the West to California. 
®© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Common 
ge cowbird host. Vulnerable to 
habitat loss caused by 
deforestation or maturation of 
second-growth forests. 


Somewhat weak flight on rapidly beating 
wings, alternating with brief periods of 
wings pulled to sides. Flies into air from 


perch to take flying insects, and returns. 


Grasses, pieces of bark, rootlets, and plant down, decorated with lichens, 
birch bark, and spider’s silk, and lined with feathers ¢ in fork of tree or bush, 


by birders. Sallies into air to catch from chin to tip of 


usually 10-20 feet above ground (but ranges from 4—70 feet) ¢ built by 
Shape wy Location & BR female @ 2—5 off-white, greenish white, or white eggs, flecked and dotted 
with browns or grays; ovate, occasionally short ovate, 0.63 x 0.48 inches. 


Migration Migratory“ Weight 9 3 ounce 


DATE _ TIME LOCATION 


Habitat 9.9 = & 


Plumage Sexes differ 
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Length 5.25 inches Wingspan 8.5 inches 


SPeEcleS Proronotaria citrea 


Family PaRULIDAE 


PROTHONOTARY WARBLER 


a : : . golden yellow large dark 
The male builds several nests, then sings continuously head, neck, and @ eyes 


until the female arrives to choose a nest and complete tt. underparts 
This is the only eastern warbler that nests in tree 

hollows, a trait it shares with only one other North . 
American warbler, the western Lucy’s Warbler. It was oltve-green 


<r ; r 9 hack long 
once called the ‘Golden Swamp Warbler, black Bill 
describing the bird and its dark backwater haunts. 
e SONG A bold ringing repetitive zwve, chunky 


blue-gray body 


wings 


slightly up-slurred as swee?, sweer, sweer, sweet. 

Call is loud chip-chip. 

e BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Gregarious 

in winter, roosting communally. ‘lame, 

noisy, and conspicuous. Deliberate 

in its feeding, gleaning food short blue-gray 
pera oe St tail with large 

and probing crevices with tts white patches 

bill. Picks food off floating logs 

and branches and out of water. Also 

forages in trees while grasping trunk like 

a nuthatch. Eats insects, spiders, larvae, 

and seeds. ‘Takes small crustaceans and 

snails. Inquisitive; will come 

to squeaking and 

pishing by birders. 


white 
undertail coverts 


greenish yellow 
crown and nape 


YELLOW WARBLER 
Bright yellow 


greenish back 


bright yellow gray wings, rump, 


e ay P) x : 4 underparts; orange- 
BREEDING face, throat, uppertail coverts, yellow forehead and 
Monogamous. and breast and tail ont af crown teddish 


Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 

12-14 days by female. 

Altricial young brooded by 

female, fed by both sexes; 

first flight at 11 days. 2 broods 

per year in the South. enka i 
; white belly and inner web of 

¢ POPULATION Fairly undertail coverts tail feathers 

common in swampy 


FEMALE streaking on underparts; 


yellow-olive wings; 
yellow spots in tail 


® appears completely 
yellow from a distance. 


BLUE-WINGED 
WARBLER 

Blue-gray wings with 
two white wing bars; 


black eve line; shorter 
bill; yellow head and 
underparts; olive back; 


lowland forest, river-bottom woodlands subject to flooding, and 
riparian corridors along streams. Accidental to rare in the West. 
¢ BIRDHOUSES Nest boxes. 


no white spots in tail. 


¢ CONSERVATION 

Flight Pattern Neotropical migrant. Common 
cowbird host. Destruction of 
mangrove swamps and wetland 
drainage reduce populations. 
Competition from other cavity 
nesters that destroy eggs or 
usurp cavities. 


Rapid direct flight, often low over water, 
on quickly beating wings. 


Nest Identification Grasses, moss, leaves, and sticks, lined with feathers and rootlets ® in natural 


e Be 
Location & a> ae oe ip 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


hollow or woodpecker cavity in snag, tree, post, or nest box, near water and 


usually 5-10 feet above ground (but range from 2—32 feet) ¢ male builds dummy 


nests; female selects and completes one ® 4—6 pinkish or cream eggs, with brown 
and gray dots; short elliptical to elliptical, 0.8 x 0.57 inches. 


‘Plumage Sexes differ 
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Family PARULIDAE Species HeJmitheros vermivorus | “©8525 inches Wingspan g 5 in 


ches 
| 
WORM-EATING WARBLER 
Similar to a-sparrow in color, size, and habits, the Worm-eating | 
Warbler’s steady diet of moth caterpillars and worms has earned 


this bird its name. An inhabitant of deciduous forests, It bufPcolored ead 
seldom is observed combing the forest floor for food; rather, with 2 pairs of bold 
it usually forages in the understory vegetation, where it dark stripes 


often probes for food in clusters of dead leaves. While 
primarily a solitary bird, the Worm-eating Warbler 
sometimes is known to associate loosely with 

foraging flocks of mixed bird species. 


e SONG A buzzy insectlike fricative trill, long 

often beginning softly and fading away brownish olive sptkelike 

at the end with a series of c/zp notes. a a ee bill 

Song is similar to the Chipping 

Sparrow’s but more rapid and 

given in a thick shaded wooded 

habitat. Call is a ze¢-zar. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary 

or in pairs. More often buff-colored 
underparts 


heard than seen in the 
breeding season. Most 
often observed foraging 
alone for insects, spiders, and some worms. 
Gleans food by moving along branches like a 
Black-and-white Warbler, but specializes in 
probing clusters of dead leaves for food. Usually 
forages in low to middle levels, but sometimes in treetops; 
rarely in leaf litter on ground. Frequents deciduous woodlots on 
slopes, along ravines, or mountain sides. When flushed from 
nest, female drags wings and spreads tail, running on ground in 
distraction display. Mixed flocks postbreeding season. 


SWAINSON’S WARBLER 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. ge Pts i: 

e NESTING Incubation 13 days by female. Young altricial; browner upperparts; 

brooded by female; stay in nest 10 days, fed by both sexes dat laaitadatiae ES 
; ae, SAY = Gays, 1¢d Dy DOTN Sexes. brown cap without 

1-2 broods per year. stripes; pale 

e¢ POPULATION Fairly common to common in ravines, superciliums chin: dans 


eye line. 


hillsides, and mountainsides in thick deciduous woodlands. 
Stable in most of its range but regional declines noted. Casual to 
rare vagrant in migration in the 


Flight Pattern West to California. 


¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Frequent 
host to cowbird parasitism. 
Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 


Fairly fast direct flight on rapidly forest fragmentation. 
beating wings. 


Nest Identification Lined with dead leaves, animal hair, fungus, moss, and tree stems ® often built 


on sloping ground near base of deciduous shrubs or saplings or on ridges of 
leaves on forest floor @ built by female * 4-6 white eggs, with brown spots or 
blotches, often wreathed; short ovate, 0.7 x 0.55 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar ‘| Habitat gp Migration Migratory Welent 0.7 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape we LOCATION puma 
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Family PARULIDAE 


Length 5.25 inches | W/N8span 8.5 inches 


Specles 7 imnothlypis swainsonii 


SWAINSON’S WARBLER 
‘This recluse hides in dense thickets, except when the | | 
male perches to sing, which he does with his head 

thrown back and his bill lifted in the air. It is 

found in two habitats: in the low coastal tawny 
and river-bottom country of the brown and olive brownish brown cap 
Southeast it inhabits canebrakes upperparts @ eye line 
and thickets in swamps and 
among hardwoods; in 


white eye 
_® SI ripe 


é long 
pointed bill 


the Southern 
Appalachians it 1s 

found in laurel and 
rhododendron thickets in 
moist montane forests. 

¢ SONG Bold clear whee-whee- 
whee, whip-poor-will, with the 
opening notes down-slurred and the last 3 clear and more rapid. Begins like that of the 
Louisiana Waterthrush but lacks sputtering downward trill at the end. Call is loud clear c/p. 


grayish white 
underparts 


e BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Tame. Sings from concealed perch or from ground; voice has 
a ventriloquial quality. May sing continuously for 10-15 minutes, then be silent for an hour or 
more. Forages frequently on ground, walking slowly and turning over leaves with its bill or 
probing into leaves or ground for food. Eats insects, caterpillars, 
and spiders. A skulking bird in dense undergrowth, it is difficult 
to see. Sometimes detected by the noise it makes tossing leaves. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Sometimes in 
loose colonies in prime lowland habitat. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 13-15 days by female. Young altricial; 


WORM-EATING 
WARBLER 
Shorter bill; buff- 


colored head with 


; 7 2 pairs of blackish 
brooded by female; stay in nest 10-12 days, fed by both sexes. stripes; brownish olive 
1-2 broods per year. upperparts; buff- 


colored underparts. 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon in thickets in swamps, 
canebrakes, and moist woodlands. 


Flight Pattern 


® CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Increasing 
host to cowbird parasitism. 
Vulnerable to habitat loss as 
wetlands are drained and river- 
bottom forests are cleared for 
agricultural use. 


Fairly swift short direct flights on rapidly 
beating wings. 


eens: 


Mass of leaves, pine needles, mammal hair, grasses, Spanish moss, and rootlets 
¢ in fork of bush or vines, 2-10 feet above ground ® built by female # 2—5 white 
eggs, occasionally with brown speckles; elliptical, 0.76 x 0.59 inches ¢ only 
North American warbler besides Bachman’s to lay unmarked white eggs. 


Shape wy 


Location iy 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PaRULIDAE Species Seinrus aurocapillus | *©"8 6 inches Wingspan g inches 


OVENBIRD ‘ 


In the leaf litter under tall deciduous trees, the female bird 
builds a small oven-shaped nest with a side entrance. Unlike 


many warblers, it does not often forage in live vegetation; brownish orange stripe, 
instead it walks on the ground, foraging among the leaf edged in black, over 


litter and twigs, its wings partially drooped and its tail head from bill to nape 


cocked upward and sometimes quickly raised and 

slowly lowered. It is sometimes called the Wood white eye ring 
Wagtail because it moves its tail up and down. 

Most singing is done from an elevated perch, olive-brown 
and the song of one territorial male initiates a oe 
a response song from each neighbor, 
which in turn stimulates another to do 
so, until a wave of Ovenbird songs 
sweeps across the woodlot. 


¢ SONG More often 

heard than seen. Sings a 
loud and repetitive 

TE Acher-TEAcher-TE Acher, 
rising and becoming more 
emphatic. There is regional 
variation, with some birds singing 
teach-teach-teach-teACH! From a distance the 


pale pink 


legs and feet 


@ white underparts 


song sounds like two stones being tapped together nek Dare PTOan 
harder and harder. Call note 1s a loud sharp ssick. splotching 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Tame. Eats adult insects, 
caterpillars, snails, slugs, earthworms, small amphibians, seeds, 


berries, and fruit. When flushed, usually flies up to perch. Similar Birds 
Walks on limbs in interior of trees. LOUISIANA 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. eee 

e NESTING Incubation 11-14 days by female. Young altricial; WATERTHRUSH 
brooded by female; remain in nest 8-11 days, fed by both sexes. White to yellowish 
1-2 broods per year (occasionally 3 in regions with spruce enead hee 
budworm outbreaks). ré-crawie braemian 

¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common in mature = upperparts; usually 


near water; habitual 


deciduous forests; rarely in pine forests. Rare in the west of the a habtine 


Rockies in migration; rare to casual on southern Atlantic Coast 
and Gulf Coast in winter. 


¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Host to 
cowbird parasitism. Significant 
declines documented in the 
northeast beginning in the 


1970s but now increasing 1n 
Relatiy ely sw ift, short direct flight on much of its range. 
rapidly beating wings. 


Nest Identification Leaves, grasses, stems, rootlets, mosses, and hair @ in slight hollow on ground 


of forest, concealed by leaves on top of nest, creating a dome ® built by female 
Shape 2 Location sam 


Flight Pattern 


e 3-6 white eggs, with gray or brown flecks; subelliptical to short subelliptical, 
0.79 x 0.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | H@bitat egg 9.¢ Migration Migratory Weight (7 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PARULIDAE Species Soinrys noveboracensis | “©°8h 5.75 inches Wingspan g 75 inches 


NORTHERN WATERTHRUSH 


Northern lakeshores, slow-running streams, and bogs are 


the most common habitats of the Northern Waterthrush. whitish to pale 
Walking, rather than hopping, along the ground, yellow supercilium 
the Northern Waterthrush often is observed olive-brown to 

repeatedly bobbing the rear part of its body gray-brown 


and its tail while searching for food. An early EPPA P ares 


migrant, the Northern Waterthrush 
generally begins traveling 
southward by mid-July. 
e SONG Begins 
with loud 
insistent notes, 
tapering to 
rapidly whistled 
lower tones, /wit fwit twit twit 

sweet sweet sweet chew chew chew, with the 
individual notes grouped in series of 3’s and 

4’s. Call is a very loud ringing metallic ik. 

| ¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. ‘Terrestrial 
but often sings from elevated perches and walks, 
bobbing, on branches. Forages on ground by 

| picking up leaves with its bill and tossing them 
aside or turning them over. Eats aquatic and terrestrial adult 
insects, caterpillars, and case worms; also sometimes slugs, 


heavily 
streaked throat, 
upper breast, 
and sides 


whitish to pale 
yellow underparts 


s = : a LOUISIANA 
mollusks, crustaceans, and small fish. Frequents areas with ie WATERTHRUSH 
dense shrub and slowly moving or still water. <g _ Longer stouter bill; 
| ¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. ante SHperaem 
in: ; : ae broadens behind eye: 
| ¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Estimated fewer and less- 
incubation 13 days by female. Young altricial; brooded by contrasting streaks on 
: Se eae cn ce! : : Jerparts; unmarked 
female; stay in nest estimated 10 days, fed by both sexes. ee 
: : : white throat; contrasting 
1 brood per year. pinkish buff wash on 
¢ POPULATION Generally common in wooded swamps, — Dig ne pink legs 
+ : : . . : and feet; more 
forests with standing water, bogs, and thickets with slowly ie a 
running or standing water. Rare to uncommon in migration in exaggerated tail bobbing 
the Southwest to California. Rare to casual in winter in the US, with a circular body 


motion; song differs. 


except for southern Florida where it is uncommon. 
¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical migrant. Uncommon host to 
cowbird parasitism. Some 
declines in southern portions of 
breeding range and increases in 
ees New England portions. 
Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 


deforestation and drainage. 


Fairly swift direct flight for short distances 
on rapidly beating wings. 


: ae : 
2 Nest Identification Lined with grass, animal hair, moss, twigs, pine needles, bark strips, and roots 

———— ¢ often built in moss-covered stumps near water ® 0-2 feet above ground ® built 
by female ¢ 3-6 cream or buff-white eggs, with brown or gray spots or speckles; 
ovate to short ovate, 0.8 x 0.57 inches. 


PIUM@BE Sexes similar | Habitat. oe aw Migration Migratory Weight 9.8 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape wy Location mms | IX 
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Family PARULIDAE SPECIES Syinrus motacilla Length 6 inches Wingspan 9 inch 


cs 


LOUISIANA WATERTHRUSH 


‘The less common of the two waterthrush species frequents fast-running 
streams and floodplain river swamps, where it hides its nests on streamside 
banks, under tree roots, or in rock crevices. This bird has a nesting range from 
Minnesota to New England and as far south as 
‘Texas and Georgia. In spring it is one darker 
of the earliest warblers to arrive on COON 
the nesting grounds and one of ine StOur. 
the first to depart in late 

summer and early fall. : 
e SONG Loud and clear, unstreaked white e—~_% 
beginning with 34 high- REE ee ; 
pitched downslurred notes, 


broad gray-buff stripe broadens 
behind eye and becomes white 


olive-gray to olive- 
brown upperparts 


followed by a brief rapid Hiei a 
tog ITCAST, SITES, 
medley of jumbled notes ee 
: and flanks 


that cascade up and down 

prior to fading away, SWEER 
SWEER SWEER chee chi-wit-it 
chit swee-yuu. The combination of 
slurred opening notes and ending 
twittering is diagnostic. Call is a loud 

bright cA7k. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Sings on 
ground or from elevated perch in trees. Bobs rear 

and tail while walking. ‘Terrestrial, primarily foraging on 
ground, along stream banks, on rocks and logs in water, and in 
the stream shallows. Bobs up and down while foraging, much 
like a sandpiper, with a slow circular exaggerated motion. Dines 
on adult aquatic and terrestrial insects, caterpillars, mollusks, 


white or buff-white 
underparts 


pinkish buff flanks 
contrast with white 
underparts 


bright pink 
legs and feet 


NORTHERN 
WATERTHRUSH 
Narrow buff to white 
eye stripes of uniform 


snails, and small fish. ‘Territories are linear along stream. color and width; smaller 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. pul, smeatediaag 

= : - : > spotted throat; pale 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Young altricial; yellow to white 


brooded by female; remain in nest 9-10 days, fed by both sexes. underparts with darker, 

ic tysowel enone : : more uniform streaking; 
E Pare olive-brown to gray- 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon to fairly common. Restricted brown upperparts; dull 

habitat specialist along fast-flowing streams within woodlands, pink legs aneicee 

ia : Sere ; , ; ; onin different voice. 

often in mountains or hilly terrain, or in floodplain forests and 

swamps in lower country. Casual in the West during the migration 


season. 
Flight Pattern 


¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Frequent 
host to cowbird parasitism. 
Deforestation and stream 
siltation negatively impact both 
breeding and wintering areas. 


Swift short direct flights on rapidly 
beating wings. 


: . Lined with roots, fern stems, grass, animal fur, dead leaves, moss, and twigs 
Nest Identification a 5 : . 
e (0-2 feet above ground, on bank, rock crevice, or roots of tree, no further than 


3-6 feet from water ® built by both sexes, but female does more ¢ 4-6 white or 
Shape @ Location ss | EX cream-colored eggs, with brown and gray specks or blotches; oval to short oval, 
(0.78 x 0.6 inches. 


‘| Habitat ope @®& OS A ix Migration Migratory “ Weight (7 ounce 


DATE TIME : LOCATION 


Plumage Sexes similar 
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Family PARULIDAE SPeCles OCnorornis formosus Length § 25 inches Wingspan 8 25 inches 
| 


KENTUCKY WARBLER ; | 
| 


‘This retiring, short-tailed chunky bird is named for the 
state where it was first encountered, but it is common | 
throughout most of the damp shaded woodlands in 
southeastern North America. ‘he female is especially 
wary and will sometimes abandon her nest if she is 
threatened. She appears similar to the male, but her 
black areas are duller. Juvenile females have dark 
olive plumage in place of black. 

¢ SONG Loud and rich. A rolling melody of 
5-8 notes with 2 syllables, churry-churry-churry- 
churry-churry, but sometimes 3 syllables, with 
an upward inflection at the end of each 
phrase. Reminiscent of the Carolina 

Wren, but drier sounding, and 
although the wren may give 2- 
syllabled notes, more often has 
3-syllabled notes in its song 
series. Has call of low hold ville 
abrasive chuck chuck. spectacles 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or 
in pairs. Rather secretive; 
more often heard than 


short tail 


bright olive 


upperparts 


black crown 


seen. lerrestrial, but black on face and 

also forages and sings in sides of neck pn 

low to middle levels of yeltow b pak Feel 
underparts and long legs 


vegetation. Hops or runs 

on ground while flicking its 

tail, which is usually partially cocked upward. Forages for food 
by picking over foliage and branches and overturning leaves. 
Jumps up to pick insects off bottom side of leaves. Eats adult ae COMMON 
insects, spiders, and caterpillars. Ve YELLOWTHROAT 


First fall male © some 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. . black on sides of face; 


¢ NESTING Incubation 12-13 days by female. Altricial young pine -Biay OVE 
| fed by fe tere : ee 10 de bead alanis oo brown upperparts; paler 
orooded by female; stay in nest 8-10 days, fed by both sexes, séllew cnderpanes 
but female does more. 1 brood per year. whitish belly; brownish 
¢ POPULATION Common in moist woodlands with dense Haniis; Ponger tat 


understory; large tracts are optimum. In migration, casual to rare in 


the Southwest to California. 
: Flight Pattern 


¢ CONSERVATION 

Neotropical migrant. Frequent 
=a cowbird host. Vulnerable to 
deforestation; sensitive to forest 
fragmentation and overbrowsing 
by deer. 


Swift short direct flights with rapidly 
beating wings. 


Grasses, stems, vines, and leaves ® lined with mammal hair and rootlets @ on 
ground, near base of tree or bush, or clump of vegetation, sometimes in fork of 
low shrub ¢ build by both sexes @ 3-6 white or creamy white eggs, with brown 
flecks and splotches; short oval to long oval, 0.75 x 0.58 inches. 


Shape wy Location ams 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


» 
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Family pyRULIDAE Species Oporornis agilis 


Length 5 5 inches Wingspan g 75 inches 


CONNECTICUT WARBLER 


Although this large chunky short-tailed apie or buffy 
shy bird does not nest in Connecticut, it — ae ving 
was first seen in that state and is a 
regular autumn visitor. Its secretive 
habits make this a poorly known 


gray hood over 
head and throat 


olive-green 


upperparts 


species. Its wintering grounds in longe 
South America are not clearly alae 
}] 


defined, and as one of the year’s 
latest migrants, taking vastly 
different spring and fall routes, it gray 


often is not seen. Males and females pets 
TCS 


have long yellowish undertail coverts. MALE dull yellow 
e SONG Bold rocking jerky w/ipiny- underparts 


whipity-whipity or beacher, beacher, 
beacher. Call is plink or chimp. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 
pairs. Secretive. ‘lerrestrial; 
also forages low 1n vegetation. 
Singing males may move 
higher in trees. Female 

lands 30-60 feet trom olive-green 
nest and walks to wl ile 
conceal location. Walks 

with slight bobbing of | FEMALE 
tail instead of 

hopping. Walks on logs 
and branches. Gleans 
insects and spiders; also 


pinkish 


legs and feet 


ONS 


olive hood 


white or 
buffy eye ring 


JUVENILE 


Similar Birds 


MOURNING WARBLER 
Smaller; thinner; thin 
broken grayish white 


& grayish 
chest and 
Ja ¢ 


eve ring: shorter 


undertail coverts; richer 
yellow underparts; hops 
rather than walks 

e juvenile has paler 
throat. 


snails, berries, and seeds. 
When flushed, flies up to 
perch and may sit stull for 
several minutes, thrushlike. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
Solitary nester. 


@ dull pale yellow NASHVILLE WARBLER 
underparts = Smaller: thinner; white 
eye ring with pale lores; 


: short undertail coverts; 
¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Estimated yellow throat; dark legs: 
incubation 11-12 days by female. Young altricial; brooded by short bill. 

female; stay in nest estimated 8—9 days, fed by both sexes. 


1 brood per year. 


Flight Pattern ¢ POPULATION Uncommon 
in most woodlands. Fall 


migrants uncommon in East. 

¢ CONSERVATION 

Neotropical migrant. Infrequent 

Rather swift direct flight for short host to cowbirds. Species may 

distances on rapidly beating wings af xe 7 ; : : 
be declining; reasons unknown. 


Bark pieces and grass, with lining of fine plant materials and mammal hair ® on 
small hillock of moss or sheltered by reeds and grasses ® may be built by both 
sexes ® 3-5 creamy white eggs, splotched and flecked with lavender, browns, 


and black: short ovate, 0.74 x 0.57 inches. 


Migration Migratory Weight 0.5 ounce 


DATE TIME _ LOCATION 
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Length 5 25 inches Wingspan 8 95 inches 


MOURNING WARBLER ; | 
‘The eastern counterpart to MacGillivray’s Warbler was | 
named for the way its black breast and gray hood 


Family PARULIDAE Species Opnyrornis philadelphia 


gray hood 


resemble a person in mourning. Usually skulking in olive-green 
the undergrowth of damp woodlands, the male upperparts 


will fly up from the bushes to sing and ts 
more often heard than seen. ‘The female 
is similar to the male but has a paler 
dusky hood, light grayish throat, 
and a more distinct eye ring. 
Juveniles have pale yellowish 
throats and broken thin white eye 


bla # 


breast 


long yellow 


rings. Traveling over eastern snaertad 
- Rag : ‘ a ‘e yellow 
Mexico, this bird circumnavigates the coverts 


foi ip ; a underparts 
western Gulf of Mexico, making it one 


of the latest spring migrants of all North pink legs e— MARE 
American warblers. and feet i 
e SONG Typically a 2-part song, with the 

second part lower in pitch, cherrie, cherrie, 
chorrie, chorrie. Individual and regional 
variations exist. Call is a sharp raspy cA/z, 
sometimes given in a series. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or light gray 
in pairs. Secretive. Sings head, crown, 
often in migration and a ag 
on breeding grounds. 
Will respond to 
pishing by birders. 
‘Terrestrial, forages low 
in vegetation hidden f 
in undergrowth. Hops 

and flicks wings and tail. 
Gleans insects and spiders. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. — gray fo gray- 
Solitary nester. brown chest 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12 days 

by female. Altricial young brooded by female; 

remain in nest 7—9 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 


| | ¢ POPULATION Fairly 
Flight Pattern 


olive-green 


upperparts 


olive-green 
wings and tail 


FEMALE 
yellow 


underparts 


JUVENILE 


grayish 
white throat CONNECTICU1 
WARBLER 

Larger; longer bill; 
distinct buffy to white 


pink legs 
and feet eye ring; long undertail 


coverts; walks instead of 


hopping; voice differs. 


common in dense shrubbery in 
open deciduous woodlands, 
dense second growth, bog, and 
marsh edges. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Infrequent 
host to cowbirds. 


Fairly swift direct flight over short 
distances on rapidly beating wings. 


Dried grasses, leaves, and stalks © lined with grass and mammal hair @ placed 
near or on grassy hillock, base of shrub or other vegetation, or low in vegetation 
e (2.5 feet above ground ¢ 3—5 creamy white or white eggs, with fine dots of 

brown; short ovate; 0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


N 
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Family PARULIDAE 


MACGILLIVRAY’S WARBLER 


‘The western counterpart to the 
Mourning Warbler remains hidden 
in thick vegetation on or close to 
the forest floor until breeding 
season, when the male becomes 
more conspicuous and perches 
to sing in a higher, more 
exposed position above the 
thickets, bill pointed toward 

the sky. Both sexes have legs 
that are basically pink, but 

the male’s legs do vary from 
grayish pink to brownish pink. 
Juveniles are similar to females. 
e SONG Usually two parts, 3-5 short, 
slightly coarse notes followed by 

2-3 slightly slurred notes 
on a lower pitch, swee- 
eel, Swee-eel, SWeC-EEL, 
peachy, peachy, peachy. 
Individual and 
geographical variation. 
Call is loud sharp ss7é. 
e BEHAVIOR Solitary 
or in pairs. Skulks in 
thickets, where it often remains 

hidden. Inquisitive and will come to 
pishing by birders. Forages in vegetation 
on or close to ground, gleaning from ground, leaves, or bark. 
‘Takes adult insects and caterpillars, spiders, and worms. 
Frequently feeds from sapsucker wells. Hops, often flicking tail 
from side to side. 

e BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

e NESTING Incubation 11 days by female. Young altricial: 
brooded by female; remain in nest 8-9 days, fed by both sexes. 
1 brood per year. 


gray hood e 


black lores 


bill has blackish | 
upper and pinkish 


lower mandible 


slate-black 
mottling on 
lower throat 


bright yellow 
underparts 


olive-green upperparts, 
wings, and tail e 


dull gray e- 
hood 


paler gray 
chin and 
throat 


Ye bright yellow 


underparts 


FEMALE 


riparian willow, alder, and 
shaded deciduous thickets. 


Flight Pattern 


some areas. Vagrant in the 


© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 
Uncommon cowbird host. 


Fairly swift direct flight for short distances 
on rapidly beating wings. 


Nest Identification 


Shape wy 


LOCatION gammen i ocx 


Plumage Sexes differ 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Species Qpgrornis tolmiei |*°°E 5.25 inches _ | Wingspan g 25 inches 


white crescents above 
and below eyes 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common in dense undergrowth, especially 


Stable or slightly increasing in 


Midwest and East in migration. 


Stems and dried grass, lined with mammal hair, rootlets, and grasses ® set on tall 
grassy tussock, tall weeds, or in fork of bush, 1-5 feet above ground ¢ built by 
female, perhaps with help from male ¢ 3-6 creamy white or white eggs, with 
various brown markings; short ovate to ovate, 0.7 x 0.53 inches. 


‘| Habitat @® og Migration \figratory — Weight (4 ounce 


olive-green i: a 
upperparts, including 
] wings and tail 


long slender 
tail 


MALE 


MOURNING WARBLER 
Lacks distinct eye 
crescents @ male has 
more black mottling on 
throat and upper breast; 
shorter tail ¢ adult 
female and juvenile has 
thin eye rings broken in 
front @ juvenile has 


paler throat. 


CONNECTICUT 
WARBLER 
Distinct white eye ring; 
duller underparts; 
longer undertail coverts; 
shorter tail; walks 
instead of hops. 
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Family PARULIDAE Specles Georhlypis trichas 


COMMON YELLOWTHROAT : 


One of the most numerous and widespread warblers usually stays | 
close to the ground, concealed in vegetation. ‘he amount of yellow | 
on the underparts, the shade of olive on the upperparts, and 

the color of the pale border between the mask pyycé mash. bordered 

and crown all vary with geography. by thin blue-gray or — olive-gray to olive- 
¢ SONG Bold rhythmic wichity . white band green upperparts 
wichity wich; varies with 
range. Sharp raspy call 


Wingspan 8 inches 


JUVENILE 
MALE 


of chuck or dip; ; 
pe a bright yellow chin, 
somctmes tat throat, breast, and 
pit note. undertail coverts 
¢ BEHAVIOR = 
Solitary or in pairs brownish-washed Similar Birds 


Hlanks 


Wrenlike; skulks in 
vegetation, climbs 
vertically on stems, 
cocks and flicks 


NOTE Black mask separates 
adult males from other North 
American warblers. 


white belly 


CONNECTICUT 
WARBLER 

Female and juvenile are 
larger; chunkier; bolder 
white eye ring; longer 
wings; browner 
upperparts; yellow 
underparts; long 
undertail coverts; short 
dull yellow tail; walk on ground or 
undertail coverts limbs. 


dusky to gray-brown forehead, dull olive 
lores, and ear patch upperparts 


pale gray to 
buff eye ring 


pale yellow upper 
breast, throat, 


and chin Q MACGILLIVRAY’S 


ag WARBLER 
FEMALE 2 Female and juvenile are 


9 e hooded; yellow 
underparts; broken 


dull whitish lower 
breast and belly 


tail, and droops and flicks wings. Hops on ground, gleaning from 


: : = : : ; white eye ring; longer 
foliage, twigs, and grass. Eats insects, caterpillars, and spiders. 


wings. 


Sometimes hover-gleans and hawks flying insects 
er-gleans and ha Rs niying aslehin e MOURNING WARBLER 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. Often polygamous. a Female and juvenile 
e NESTING Incubation 12 days by female. Young altricial; ae. 5 Maye Srowamsn hand, 
; i ee . : yellow underparts; short 
brooded by female; stay in nest 8-10 days, fed by both sexes. soll @ fondle Gas vellon 
2 broods with single female per year; more if polygamous. = throat; eye ring either 


complete or broken. 


¢ POPULATION Common to abundant in marshes, brushy 
fields, hedgerows, woodland edges, and second growth brush. Some 
decline in the South, ‘Texas, and 
San Francisco Bay. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Frequent 
cowbird host. Vulnerable to 
habitat loss due to wetland 
drainage and stream 
channelization. 


Flight Pattern 


Slow weak jerky flight with rapid wing 
beats, alternating with brief periods of 
wings pulled to sides. Sallies from perch to 
take insects in midair, returning to perch. 


Nest Identification 


Saas. 4 


Dried grasses, dried leaves, stems, bark chips, and sedges ® lined with fine 
grasses, hair, and bark fibers ® atop small pile of weeds or grass or atop 
cattails, sometimes in small shrub, less than 3 feet above ground ® built by 
Shape wy Location ¢¢¢ s-— Wu female ¢ 3-6 creamy-white or white eggs, flecked with black, grays, and 
browns, mostly at larger end; oval to short oval, 0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


Habitat ys ge Migration Migratory Weight (4 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


‘Plumage Sexes differ 
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Species Georh/ypis poliocephala Length 5 5 inches Wingspan § 5 inches 
Sead 


GRAY-CROWNED YELLOWTHROAT nal 


This tropical warbler once had a nesting population in 


Family PARULIDAE 


the lower Rio Grande Valley of ‘Texas, but it was broken white 

eliminated in the early 1900s. Strays occasionally ee 

SIC S “rn ‘Texas are diffic gray CTOWN ; 

visit southern ‘Texas but are difficult to spot. gra w ak dees 


and nape e 


Females are similar to males but are bicolor 
duller in color and have gray rather ; er. 

: ITOWHNISH O11V€ TC 
than black lores. Lacking the black OSE LS 

nice aed grayish olive 

mask so characteristic of other male upperparts 
yellowthroat species, and with its black lores. 
large size, graduated tail, and rich extending 


beneath eye 


musical warbled song, this bird 
does not closely resemble other 
yellowthroats. 


long graduated tail 


bold yellow 
underparts 


long creamy pink legs 


¢ SONG Low-pitched trilling melodious warble, 
sounding more like a bunting than a yellowthroat. 
Sometimes given in flight but more often from a low 
perch. Call is sharp nasal chee ‘dle. 

e¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary. Skulks low in dense vegetation. 
Frequents tall dense grasses with shrubs, also low trees. Pops up 
to sing from exposed perch. Forages on ground or low in trees 
and shrubs, with tail cocked and wagging. Eats insects, spiders, 
and berries. Hawks insects. May adopt a “straight-up” posture, 
sitting erect with tail pointed straight down. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

e NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Incubation 
estimated at 10-12 days, by female. Young altriciai, brooded by 
female; stay in nest estimated 8-10 days, fed by both sexes. 

1 brood per year, possibly more. 

@ POPULATION Rare in North America. Formerly rare on 


Similar Birds 


COMMON 
Sa, YELLOW THROAT 
ax Juvenile male has olive 
upperparts, including 
crown; black mask 
reduced to area around 
eve; complete yet 
indistinct eye ring; dull 
yellow underparts with 
whitish belly; straight 
bill of uniform color; 
more wrenlike actions; 
voice differs. 


delta of lower Rio Grande in ‘Texas. Possible cause is loss of habitat 


Flight Pattern 


due to agriculture. 

@ CONSERVATION Early 
successional-stage species in 
pastures and grassy fields. Has 
increased in Mexico and 

Slow and jerky short direct flights on Central America with 


rapidly beating wings. Sallies from perch deforestation. Host to parasitism 
to snatch insects in air; returns to perch. by cowbirds 


Nest Identification 


Shape wa Location mm xe 


Plumage Sexes similar | “abitat_ @ « Migration Nonmigratory | We'8M 0.5 ounce 


DATE TIME ; LOCATION 


Thick grass with lining of fine grasses and hair ¢ atop small grassy hillock 


¢ probably built by female ¢ 24 creamy white or white eggs, with reddish 


brown flecks; oval to short oval, 0.7 inches long. 
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Family PARULIDAE Species WWi/sonia citrina Length 5.25 inches 


HOODED WARBLER 

This bird resides in the thick foliage of the 

understory beneath tall deciduous trees. When 

the male sings from his high perch, often ie 
concealed, he may sit almost motionless as in 
he delivers his ringing song. The oltwe-green 
juvenile female lacks the black on ET Ds 
her crown but has dusky lores 

and white tail spots. 


e SONG A bold 

whistled melody 

with emphatic ae 

ending, /@-wf, fa-wit, large white 
: spots on long 


tee-yoe or wheta, wheta, square-tipped tail 


whee-TEKE-o. A second 

song of slurred whistles rises 
continuously, wee-/ee, wee-tee, WEE- 
too-Wee. Call is loud abrupt chim. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary 

or in pairs. Sings ‘elon 
persistently. face 
Constantly opens 
and closes tail 
laterally, flashing 
white in tail 
corners. Forages 
low, commonly on 
ground. Often remains hidden in dense thickets. Hover gleans 
and catches insects in flight; picks some food off leaves and 
branches. Eats adult insects, caterpillars, and spiders. Requires 
mature shaded forests with well-developed shrubby understory. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12 days by both sexes. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; remain in nest 8-9 days, fed by both sexes. 
1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly common in upland and bottomland 
woodlands, swamps, and ravines with dense understory. Rare to 
casual in western states, where it has rarely nested. Rare in fall in 


the Maritimes. 
. Flight Pattern 


olive-green 


upperparts 


occasionally 
shows blackish 


crown and throat 


tail 1s green above 
and white below, 
with large white 
tail spots 


FEMALE 


¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Frequent 
cowbird host. Vulnerable to 
habitat loss from timbering 
operations, land clearing, and 
grazing in woodlots by cattle 
and by overbrowsing by deer. 


Fairly swift direct flight of short duration 
on rapidly beating wings. Sallies up to 
take insects in flight. 


hie hood , | 


WINESP2N 8 inches 


blackish or dusky 
@ olive lores 


bold yellow face 

and forehead 
MALE 

bold yellow 


underparts 


JUVENILE 
FEMALE 


WILSON’S WARBLER 
Female and juvenile 
Hooded Warbler 


e smaller; smaller bill; 


lacks white spots on 


tail; face lacks dusky 


lores; call note differs. 


YELLOW WARBLER 
Female and juvenile 
Hooded Warbler 


e yellow overall; yellow 


edging to wings and 


coverts; yellow patches 


in tail; no dusky or 


black on head; 


prominent dark eye on 


yellow face @ male has 


red streaking on breast. 


Dried leaves, plant fibers, and down, bound with spider’s silk, with lining of 


mammal hair and grasses ®@ in fork of shrub or small tree, 1-5 feet above ground 


Shape wy Location & i 


larger end; usually ovate, 0.72 x 0.53 inches. 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


¢ built by female ¢ 3-5 cream eggs, with splotches and dots of brown, usually at 


> 
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Family Py RULIDAE Species Wi/sonia pusilla Length 4.75 inches Wingspan 7 5 inches 
| 


WILSON’S WARBLER fie 


Making its home in the thick damp woodlands and bogs of western North 

America, this active warbler has a-wide nesting range, from Alaska to New t-. 
Mexico, in the boreal forest from the Pacific to the Atlantic coast in | 
Canada, and south into the New England states. The female is 

similar to the male but lacks the 


olive-green 


black cap or has only a light seein ‘ 
p : £ Hien we upperpart: MALE 


gray-black wash on her crown. 
Juvenile females lack the 
black crown altogether. 

e SONG Quick series 

of slurred chee-chee-chee bright 
notes, dropping in pitch yellow fac 
at the end. Subject to and lores 
much individual and 

regional variation. Call 

is abrasive nasal chimp. . 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary jane 
or in pairs. Tame and crown @ 
inquisitive; responds to 
pishing by birders. 

Energetic. Moves tail up 

and down or in a circular 
fashion, similar to a 
gnatcatcher, as it picks food 
off foliage by gleaning and 
hover-gleaning. Also catches 
insects in flight. Eats 

spiders, insects, and berries. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
Solitary in coastal areas. Forms 
loose colonies and is polygynous at high elevations. 


long brownish e 
olive tail 


bold yellow to 
greenish yellow 
underparts 


d usky Ve low 
ear patch 


HOODED WARBLER 
White spots on tail, 
which it constantly 
flicks open and closed; 
longer bill; dark dusky 
lores; black hood in 
males, with suggestion 
of hood in many 


females. 


FEMALE 


YELLOW WARBLER O 
Female and juvenile 
e yellow edging to 


¢ NESTING Incubation 10-13 days by female. Young altricial; wings and wing coverts; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 8-11 days, fed by both sexes. yellow spots Pyian ie 

-_ , . , short tail with undertail 
1 brood per year. coverts reaching closer 
¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common in dense moist to tip; more subdued 


tail wag. 


woodlands, willow and alder bogs, riparian corridors, and dense 
brushy ground cover in moist situations. Much more numerous in 
the West than in the East. 
Flight Pattern ¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 
Uncommon cowbird host, 
except in the coastal lowlands 
of California. Vulnerable to 


Swift flight of short duration on rapidly : : ; : 
beating wings. Sallies forth from perch to habitat loss from destruction of 


take insects in midair before returning. lowland riparian thickets. 


Nest Identification Dried leaves, stalks, moss, and grass, with lining of fine grasses ® atop grassy 
tussock, pile of moss, or sedges, or set at base of tree or bush, or in low shrub 
¢ 0-3 feet above ground ® built by female ¢ 4-7 creamy white or white eggs, 


with flecks of brown, sometimes wreathed; oval to short oval, 0.6 inches long. 


‘| Habitat 9.9 @ w= @ Migration \fieratory Weight (3 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Location su—= x¢¢ aa 


Shape ww 


Plumage Sexes differ 


> 
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Family PARULIDAE Species Wi/sonia canadensis | “©°8th 5_6 inches 


CANADA WARBLER 


‘This bird sings frequently from the dense forest undergrowth —_ye//ow supraloreal | 
it favors, or from an exposed perch just above it, with a stripe 
jumbled warbling song that defies a fitting mnemonic. It 
actively forages for insects by flushing them from the 
foliage and chasing them. Males have been observed in 
“anticipatory feeding,” offering insects to the unhatched 
eggs in the well-concealed nest on the ground. Canada 
Warblers are more often seen than heard on the breeding 
grounds, but a bird often will reveal itself, coming close 
to squeaking and pishing sounds made by birders. 
This early fall migrant heads southward before 
many other warblers begin their migrations. 
During migration they are often seen in 7,4, ating 
pairs, and may be traveling with their bars 
mate of the season. 

¢ SONG Chip followed by explosive 
staccato series of short notes ending 
with 3-note phrase, the last note rising 
in pitch. Song carries well and is given 
often on breeding grounds. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Skulks in the 
undergrowth; often concealed when 
perched. Frequently found in low, 
dense, luxuriant undergrowth under 
mixed hardwoods. Gleans insects 
from foliage, stems, and ground; 
sometimes flycatches. gray upperparts, 
¢ BREEDING Solitary nester.  &/”85, avd tail 


¢ NESTING Incubation 12 
days by female. Altricial young 
fledge at 10-12 days. Probably 
1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common 
to fairly common in 

breeding range and in 


Wingspan 7.58.75 inches 


whitish eye ring 
forms spectacles 


black necklace 
on breast 


MALE 


inkish legs and feet 
fon) é 


black lores 


spectacles 


yellow underparts with 
faint gray streaking on breast 


MAGNOLIA WARBLER 
Black streaking extends 


onto sides; yellow rump; 
white wing patch or 


eae , 


legs and 
feet FEMALE 


bars; white patches in 
tail; white supercilium; 
black lores and cheeks. 


white 


migration in the East; casual to “”/4e7tail 
accidental elsewhere. Declining. 


COvETTS 


¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Host to 
Brown-headed Cowbirds. 
Vulnerable to disturbance of 
mature forest on wintering 
ground. Habitat loss and forest 
Direct flight with rapid somewhat fragmentation negatively 
fluttering wing beats. ° : : 
affecting populations. 


Generally on the ground ¢ bulky cup of dead leaves, grasses, dried plants, and 
ferns @ lined with finer grasses and rootlets ® on a bank, upturned tree roots, or 
mossy hummocks ® built by female ¢ 3-5 brown, buff, or creamy white eggs with 

Shape wy Location sm | See speckled dots and small blotches of various shades of brown, gray, and purple; 
oval to short oval, 0.68 x 0.5 inches. 


Habitat ope 9.@ Migration Migratory Weight (4 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


‘Plumage Sexes differ 
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Family PARULIDAE Species Cyrdellina rubrifrons | *©8 5 inches Wingspan 7 5 inches 


RED-FACED WARBLER 
Sporting a scarlet and black face, this active bird 
is easily recognizable. A native of Mexico and 
Central America, it regularly nests in the 
high mountain forests of Arizona and 

New Mexico in conifers, oaks, and 

aspen at 6,400-8,000 feet, ot sccuedin Cee, 
sometimes lower in shaded throat, and 
canyons. ‘This inquisitive sides of neck 
species comes readily to the 
squeaking and pishing of 
birders. When clinging 
chickadee-like upside down 
on trees, the white nape 
patch and white rump often 
are visible. ‘The red on the 
face of the female ts a little 


black crown 
behind eye and 
sides of head 


gray upperparts 


less bright than that of the white belly and 
male, and juveniles are similar underparts 


to adults, just a little duller. 


¢ SONG A ringing melodic series of 
notes, with an emphatic ending of 
several slurred notes, wy /s/-w/ fs/-w7 s1-wi- 
wishu, reminiscent of a Yellow Warbler’s 
song. Call note is a hard shup. 


gray wash on 
sides of body 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Tame and long square- 
approachable. Active and acrobatic forager. Picks food off oaks tipped tail 


and conifers from branches and clusters of needles, sometimes hanging 
upside down beneath the limb or cone. Catches some insects in flight. Eats mostly 
insects and spiders. May join mixed-species feeding flocks after breeding season. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Small loose colonies. 


¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Incubation estimated at 10-13 days by female. 
Young altricial, brooded by female; remain in nest estimated 
8-11 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. | “Similar Birds 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common in montane oak-conifer No other bird in its US range has a 
forests. Casual to western ‘Texas and southern California. red and black face with a gray and 
Current populations seem to be stable and have expanded ee rae 
slightly in US breeding range in the 20th century. Accidental in 
southern Texas and Louisiana. 
Flight Pattern ¢ CONSERVATION 
; Neotropical migrant. Unlike 
most other warbler species, not 
known to be parasitized by 
cowbirds. Vulnerable to loss of 
porch oo Sndeeininstevimmidainend nesting and wintering habitats 
returns to perch. due to timbering operations. 


Nest Identification 


Shape wy Location mmm xxx 


Fairly swift flight of short duration on 


rapidly beating wings. Sallies forth from 


Stems, leaves, bark pieces, and conifer needles, with lining of fine plant material 


and mammal hair @ hidden by grasses or sheltered by rock, base of tree, or log 
¢ which sex builds unknown ® 3—4 white eggs, with fine dots of brown; oval to 
short oval, 0.65 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumace Sexes similar |S 68 Migration \ {igratory Weight (4 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PARULIDAE 


PAINTED REDSTART 


Easily identified by its conspicuous scarlet breast and 
white wing patches, this native of Mexico and Central 
America also nests in the wooded pine-oak foothills 
and mountain canyons of the Southwest. It often 
spreads its tail and droops its wings while hopping 
over stumps and branches. In the dark 

shadowed habitats the redstart frequents, the 
resulting white flashes may attract the 
attention of the bird’s mate, foraging 
nearby. ‘The white flashes may also 
startle insects into revealing 
themselves as prey. In flight 
this bird shows a white 
crissum with black 
scalloping. Juveniles 

are duskier and lack the 
red underparts untl 
early fall. 

e SONG A full melodic 
low-pitched warble, weacher, 
weacher, weacher chee, the last note 


white arc 
beneath eye 


white wing 


patches 


aS 3 white outer 
tail feathers 


Species Wyigborus pictus Length 5.5 inches Wingspan 8 5 inches 


black head and 
Upperparts @ 


@ black bill 


black throat 
and upper breast 


& ———e hold scarlet 
lower breast and 


upper belly 


\e black sides 
and flanks 


x 
© black Jeet 
and legs 


emphatic and single-syllabled, but all preceding notes 2-syllabled. Songs are given rather 
slowly, with much variation by a single male and between singers. Females may duet with 


male. Has call note of squeaky down-slurred peep. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Tame and inquisitive. Hops 
on ground, logs, rocks, and branches, often turning sideways 
with each hop and flashing tail open or spreading it open with 
wings partially spread. Eats only insects. Forages actively on 
ground, in lower to middle levels of vegetation, and sometimes 
high in trees. Gleans, hover-gleans, and catches insects in flight. 
May join mixed-species foraging flocks outside breeding season. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 13-14 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 9-13 days, fed by both sexes. 
1-2 broods per year. 
® POPULATION Fairly common to common in montane 
canyons of shaded pine-oak habitat. Rare in southern California. 
Accidental to rare elsewhere 
outside breeding range. 


¢ CONSERVATION 


to cowbird parasitism. 


a Vulnerable to habitat loss 
Weak fluttering flight of short duration on 


rapidly beating wings. Sallies from perch 
to snatch insects in air, returns to perch. 


because of logging and also 


Nest Identification 


Neotropical migrant. Rare host 


from overgrazing in woodlots. 


Stalks and bark pieces ® cup often roofed ® lined with grasses and hair @ built on 


Similar Birds 


Unmistakable; no other North 
American warbler resembles it. 


SLATE-PHROATED 


REDSTARI 
\ccidental vagrant 


@ slate-gray wings, 
lacking white patches; 
slate-gray upperparts 
and face; dark chestnut 
crown patch; lacks 
white arc beneath eye; 
less white in tail; black- 


scalloped white crissum. 


ground, sheltered by large rock, grassy tussock, tree roots, shrub, or side of bank 


e built by female ¢ 3-4 creamy white eggs, with specks of brown, mostly at 


Shape wy 2 Location | ess 


Plumage Sexes similar 


DATE 


larger end, not wreathed; oval to short oval, 0.7 x 0.55 inches. 


Habitat ae 2 


TIME 


Migration Migratory 


Weight () 3 ounce 


LOCATION 
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Family PaRULIDAE Species Pasi/euterus culicivorus Length 5 inches Wingspan 7 5 inches 


‘This bird, which nests in and is a resident of northern 
Mexico, Central America, and rarfges well into South a Ae Sar 
; ; F i : @MUN O1ACR OOTdeTS 
America, is an occasional visitor to the lower Rio pega 
7 an i) PPT 1. 70) oe 
Grande Valley of southern Texas, usually greenish yellow 
ase FR cic, Bae il rs supercilium 
recorded jn winter. There it often flocks 
with other warblers outside its eal oe 
: ‘ auriculars @—__ 
breeding season but often remains 2 
hidden in dense moist forests. 
When visiting the southern 
United States, the bird is 
often found in the 
company of mixed- 
species foraging 
flocks of 


grayish olive 
face 


olive-gray 
rparts 
ee id al yellowish 
white arc 
under eye 


bold yellow breast, 
belly, and underparts 


titmice, gnatcatchers, warblers, and 

other songbirds. Juveniles resemble adults. 

e SONG A rich whistled warble of wee-wee-wee-sece’ or chew-chew- 
chew-weee’, ending with an up-slurred note. Call is a series of “ck 


or chip. é@ ORANGE-CROWNED 
= fa : . : , . WARBLER 
6 ; Asie a emesis ae . 

BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. A shy skulking species. Me Olive-green upperparts; 
Active and restless; often flicks open or jerks tail and wings. ~  olive-yellow underparts 
Forages on ground and low in trees by picking food off foliage; with faint dusky 
occasionally hawks prey. Eats mainly insects and spiders. Sealing ae 

4 _« stripe; greenish yellow 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. supercilium; yellow 
¢ NESTING The breeding biology of the Golden-crowned onssiim; lacks yellow: 

. . Bee . ae : E orange crown stripe 
Warbler is poorly known. ‘The time of incubation and the time with black borden 
nestlings stay in the nest is also unknown. The role of the sexes sometimes shows rusty 


orange patch on crown. 


in nesting and in the number of broods per year is unknown or 
has not been published. 


@ POPULATION This bird is 
Flight Pattern | casual in the lower Rio Grande 
Valley of southern ‘Texas. 


® CONSERVATION Not of 
special concern. ‘There are no 
published records of any degree 


Weak fluttering direct flight of short of cowbird parasitism. 
duration on rapidly beating wings. 


Nest Identification 


Shape o: Location — ih 


Plumage Sexes similar | @bitatee g ®& sx Migration Nionmigratory | “elé"t 0.4 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Grasses and plant fibers, oven or dome-shaped with lining of fine materials 
¢ sheltered by bank, clump of grass, or large boulder ¢ built by female 

© 2-4 white eggs, with reddish brown markings, concentrated at larger end; 
oval to short oval, 0.68 x 0.53 inches. 
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Species Rasi/euterus rufifrons 


RUFOUS-CAPPED WARBLER z 


Easily identifiable by its bold rufous cap, broad white eyebrow, 

and yellow throat, this endemic of Mexico and Guatemala ts 

an infrequent visitor to southern and western ‘Texas and = 
southeastern Arizona. Like many warblers, it cocks its rufous hoidokin 

tail and tends to remain hidden in the dense Si 
undergrowth of woodlands. ‘This warbler’s tail rufous patch 
is unusually long and slender and 1s waved On aeaae 

in the manner of a gnatcatcher. 


Family PaRULIDAE Henet 5.25 inches 


Wingspan 8 inches 


eyebrow 


black lores 


olive-gray back 
and short 

long olive- rounded wings 
gray tail 


white 
malar mark 


bright yellow 
throat and 
upper breast 


white belly 


brownish wash on sides, 
Jlanks, and crissum 


¢ SONG Begins with chip- 
chip-chip, ending with melodic 
trilling, changing in pitch once or 
twice. Has call of 74, sometimes Jive ih 
doubled or, if agitated, run into a rapid series. legs and feet 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Pairs may remain 

together throughout the year. Found in dense brush or second growth, often close to the 
ground. Somewhat sluggish and deliberate in its movements. Cocks its very long tail above 
back, anywhere from a 45-degree angle to almost vertical, and 
wags it. Gleans limbs and foliage for insects and spiders. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation period and time young remain in nest 


‘The combination of face pattern, 


yellow on underparts, and long 


undetermined, as are roles of sexes in nesting and number of slender tail cocked above body easily 

broods per year. separate it from any North American 
, “ ; , P warblers in US range. 

¢ POPULATION Casual to accidental in southwestern US in 


brushy foothills and mountain canyons. Accidental in southern 

‘Texas. Generally common in its 

¢ CONSERVATION > | 
Preference for disturbed or 
brushy and second-growth 
habitats keeps it relatively safe 
from habitat loss. Infrequent 
host to cowbird parasitism. 


Pt Nest Identification Grasses and plant fibers, domed, with lining of finer materials ® sheltered 


by large rock, bank, or clump of grass ¢ built by female ¢ 2-4 white eggs, 


RO 


Somewhat weak fluttering direct flight of 
short duration with rapidly beating wings. 


Shape Hocation with reddish browrr flecks and splotches, concentrated at larger end; 
2 ' 0.69 x 0.53 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat @ Migration Nonmigratory | “elé"t 0.4 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PARULIDAE Species Jpyerig virens 


Length 7.25 inches Wingspan 9_1() inches 


YELLOW-BREASTED CHAT cere 


‘The largest North American warbler is named for its song, which resembles | 
bizarre loud chattering. The large ‘size, stocky body, thick bill, and long tail 
are unusual for a warbler, yet DNA studies confirm its taxonomic 
placement within this family. Unlike other warblers, it often sings at night 
in addition to its daytime vocalizations, a trait shared with some of the 
mimic thrushes. The female is similar to the male but has gray lores. 


e SONG A clashing mixture of prattles, whistles, 


catlike sounds, clucking, screeching, and caw olive-green to 
notes, both musical and harsh. Pacing is olive-gray 

j ? upperparts 
slow, hesitant, and unwarbler-like, ; iil 
more like a mockingbird or blackish 


auriculars @ 


thrasher. Has the lowest voice 
of any American wood white ' 

: ‘ Spectacles 
warbler. Some songs as 
given in hovering 

“7 oh 7 thick curved 
mothlike display ; ' 

: bill e 

flights. Call notes are % 
harsh cheow or nasal Aair. 
e BEHAVIOR Solitary 


long 
graduated tail 


white belly 


and Crissum 


or in pairs. Acts more black lores é 

like a mockingbird than white haat / 
a warbler. Shy, skulking, = ”a7& At 
and secretive. Often bright yellow d ™/ 
remains hidden in thick throat and 


foliage. Best seen when breast 
male sings from an exposed 
perch or 1s displaying. Display 
flight lasts several seconds, head held high, tail pumping, legs dangling, and singing all the 
while. Forages low in dense brushy shrubbery and sometimes on the ground, gleaning insects, 
larvae, berries, and fruits. The only warbler known to hold food in its feet. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester or small colonies. 
e NESTING Incubation 11-12 days by female. Altricial young brooded by female; stay in nest 
8-11 days, fed by both sexes. 2 broods per year. 


¢ POPULATION Common in dense thickets, brush, or scrub, 
especially along swamp margins and streams. Significant decline 
over much of its eastern range. 

® CONSERVATION Neotropical migrant. Common host to Brown- 


Flight Pattern 


headed Cowbird. Vulnerable to 
habitat loss due to land 
development and clearing, 
urbanization, and natural 
succession from old fields to 
maturation of forests. 


Weak direct flights of short duration. In 
singing display, flies with legs dangling 
and wings flapping limply. 


Nest Identification 


Shape iN  ] 


Dried stems, leaves, grasses, and bark pieces, lined with soft grasses, stems, and 


leaves @ in bush, vines, or thorny shrub, 2-8 feet above ground ¢ built by female 


: e 3-6 white or creamy white eggs, with flecks of rust or violet, concentrated at 
Location ae aa 


larger end; oval, 0.86 x 0.67 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat pe wz Migration Migratory Weight (9 ounce 


DATE TIME_ LOCATION 
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Wingspan 7 25 inches 


Family COEREBIDAE Species Cyerebha flaveola | Lenéth 4.5 inches 


BANANAQUIT 

‘This close cousin of the tanager uses its pointed | 
bill and tongue to draw nectar from flowers. 

Often seen feeding upside down or sideways, 

it clings to branches because it is unable to black lores 
hover like a hummingbird. Its dome- and car patch 
shaped nest with its side door is used 

in all Seasons as a Troost. It is a casual einied temurdad 
visitor to southern Florida from the black bil! 
Bahamas, where it is common to 

abundant. Note the bold white black back 
eyebrow, the decurved bill, and 
the yellow breast. It also has a 
yellow rump patch and a 
white-tipped outer tail. In 
flight the white patch at 
the base of the flight 
feathers flashes when 

the wings are flicked. white undertail 
The juvenile is a 
similar to the adult but 

dingy and has a yellowish 

white supercilium and dull 

yellow rump. 

¢ SONG A hoarse breathy rapid 
high-pitched chattering z¢e-ce-ce-swee-Le, 
interspersed with squeaks and wheezes. 
Call notes are high-pitched squeaks. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. ‘Tame. 

Uses long bill and tongue to find food in flowers. Clings in various positions to twigs, leaves, 


black crown 


white stripe 


OVET EVES 


white 
chin, throat, 
and chee hs 


q ‘S yellow 


breast band 


and flowers. Creeps along branches and foliage. Eats mostly nectar. Also eats insects and 
sugar from outdoor café tables or enter houses to steal sugar. Often constructs smaller nests for 
roosting, with entrances near the bottom. 
| ¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Similar Birds 
None in North America. 
altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest 15-18 days, fed by both 
sexes. At least 3 broods per year. 
| ¢ POPULATION Casual in 
Florida area. 
| «3s <Ts,| ¢ FEEDERS AND 
BIRDHOUSES 
Wings. May alternate wing strokes with bottles and will nest in man- ean Do 
brief period of wings pulled to sides. | c 
made houses. Xt 
Nest Identification : re 
Plant fibers and leaves, with side door near top ® far out on branch, in shrub, on 


occasionally fruit if flowers are not available. In Caribbean often becomes bold enough to take 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female only. Young 
| Flight Pattern North America in the southern 
Weak fluttering flight on rapidly beating Will drink nectar from feeder 
wire, or in building, 2-30 feet above ground ® built by both sexes ® 3 cream to 


Shape #: Location a py ip buff eggs, dotted with brown; oval to short oval, 1.6 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat @ Migration Nonmigratory | West 0.3 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


XxX 
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Family THRAUPIDAE Species Pirgnga flava Wingspan 12.75 inches 
a 


HEPATIC TANAGER 


Named for the liver-red plumage of the male, this tropical 

bird has a small summer range in the southwestern grayish cheek 
mountain forests of North America. Not shy around patch 
humans, the male perches in tall trees to sing a 
sing-song series of musical phrases, similar to 
those of the Black-headed Grosbeak, but faster. 


dark red to 
orange-red 
overall 


‘The adult male retains his red plumage blackish 
throughout the year. The combination of dark bill 

bill and dusky gray auriculars in both sexes are 

good field marks to separate them from other grayish wash 


on back and 


tanager species. Juveniles are similar to females 
i J flanks 


but have paler underparts with buffy wing 
bars and are heavily streaked with brown. 

e SONG Clear bold musical phrases in 
back-and-forth sing-song pattern. Call note 1s 
a loud chip or chuck, similar to the Hermit ‘Thrush. MALE 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Often joins 
mixed-species foraging flocks after the nesting 
season. Forages for food in upper foliage of 
tall trees where it gleans from branches, 
stems, and leaves. Sometimes catches 
insects in flight. Eats insects and fruit. 
Sings often and is often detected by 
calls or song. Restless and active. oltwe-green 
Often flies considerable distances, a ca 
moving rapidly from one tree to 
the next or traveling all the way 
across mountain canyons. 


grayish 


cheek patch 


yellow 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. underparts 
In courtship display male | 
moves head back and forth grayish wash Similar Birds 


and lifts bill to sky, 
showing off his bright throat. 


¢ NESTING Breeding biology 
poorly known. Estimated incubation 
13-14 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest estimated 13-15 days, fed by 
both sexes. 1 brood per year. 

Flight Pattern ¢ POPULATION Uncommon 
to fairly common in pine and 
pine-oak in mountain canyons. 
Accidental on Gulf Coast. 
e CONSERVATION 
Relatively swift direct flight on rapidly Neotropical migrant. Rare host 
Deane Wines to cowbird parasitism. 


Nest Identification Forbs, grasses, stems, and flower petals with lining of soft grass ¢ in fork, toward 


end of limb, 15-50 feet above ground ® built mostly by female, but male may 


bring materials ¢ 3-5 bluish greenish eggs with brownish markings, often 
wreathed; oval to short oval, 1.0 x 0.75 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ | Habitat 2 o@ @ Migration \Mfigratory Weight 1.3 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


on flanks 


SUMMER TANAGER 


FEMALE fer Large yellow-brown 
bill; lacks grayish cheek 


ore Q patch © male displays 


brighter reds. 


Shape «gp —_ Location gy. & 
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Family "THRAUPIDAE Species Piranga rubra Length 7.75 inches | #8°P4" 1112 inches 


SUMMER TANAGER 


Males are easily identified by their brilliant red plumage. 
This bird is the most common North American tanager in Its 
range, which is the most extensive tanager range across the 
eastern and southern United States. Males retain the bright 
red plumage all year long. Females have olive-green 
upperparts and orange-yellow underparts. First spring 
males are a mixture of reds and yellow-greens, usually 
with red on the head, back, and uppertail coverts. 


¢ SONG Melodic leisurely warbling of 
5-7 phrases; sing-song, back-and- 
forth, and robinlike. Cali is a bright rosy dy 
repeated pick-a-tuck. red overall 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 
pairs. Forages at middle to 
high levels in trees; picks 
food off leaves. Eats mostly 
bees and wasps, which it 
takes expertly in midair, 
and often raids wasp 
nests and beehives. 
Also eats other 
insects, grubs, 
caterpillars, and 
fruit. Often 

found near 

water, including 
bottomland orange-yellow 
hardwood and 3 “"4erparts 
riparian forest, 

but also pine-oak 

forest in the East; primarily riparian in the West. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 11-12 days by female. Altricial young 
brooded by female; leave nest at 13-14 days, fed by both sexes. 
1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common in deciduous and mixed conifer- 
deciduous forests, especially oaks. Some declines in the East. 


e FEEDERS Mixture of 
peanut butter and cornmeal. 


¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 
Uncommon cowbird host. 
Vulnerable to habitat loss and 
forest fragmentation. 


= Se 


large 


yellowish bill 


MALE 


yellowish bill 


olive-green 


upperparts 


FIRST 
SPRING MALE 


NORTHERN 
CARDINAL 
Red crest; black face 


and chin; large cone- 
shaped reddish bill. 


CO HEPATIC TANAGER 
Duller darker red color; 
blackish bill; grayish 


cheek patch; gray wash 
on flanks, back, 
wing coverts. 


FEMALE 


and 


Swift direct flight with quick wing strokes. 
Sallies forth to take insects on the wing. 


_| Bark pieces, forbs, grass, and leaves, with lining of soft grasses ® far out on 
limb, 10-35 feet above ground ® built by female ¢ 3-5 light blue or green eggs, 


Shape ogy Location & re marked with browns, occasionally wreathed or capped; oval to short oval, 
sometimes long oval, 0.9 x 0.75 inches. 


Habitat 9.@ Migration \{ieratory Weight 1.0 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


lumage Sexes differ 


xX 
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Species Pirgnga olivacea | '©"8 7 inches Wingspan {1_12 inches 


SCARLET TANAGER 


All 
No other bird in North America has the breeding male’s unique plumage 
of a rich scarlet body with black wings and tail. When the male arrives 
on the breeding grounds, he perches at the tops of tall trees and 
sings to defend his territory and attract a mate. In the molt 
following the breeding season, the male retains his black — bright scarlet 
wings and tail, but his plumage becomes a mixture of overall 
green, yellow, and red patches, later becoming dull a ere 
green and yellow, appearing similar to the female jy ise 
bird. Juveniles and first fall males are similar in 
appearance to the adult female. 


Family THRAUPIDAE 


ee 


fan 10 creamy 
e SONG A breathy course series of 4-5 notes, dts ike oe 
somewhat rapidly delivered, guerit-queer- 
query-querit-queer. Pattern is sing-song 
and back-and-forth, somewhat like a 
robin with a sore throat. Has call 
of chip-burrr. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or 

in pairs. May forage for 

food on ground but 

more often high in tops of 
trees. Eats insects, including 
wasps, bees, and caterpillars. 
Also takes berries and fruit. 
Gleans food from branches 
and foliage and frequently 
hawks insects. Frequents 
drier forests, often pine 

and pine-oak. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous; solitary or 
in pairs. Male displays by perching below 


MALE 


pale broken 
B® eye ring 


dull green 
Upper parts 
blackish wings 


- and tail 


vA 
lemon-yellow 


underparts 


female, opening his wings and showing off his scarlet back. WESTERN TANAGER 
e NESTING Incubation 13-14 days by female. Young altricial; oa has ee 
: ~ : vellow upper wing Dar 
brooded by female; stay in nest 9-11 days, fed by both sexes. ee ti 
, , . , ¢ females and winter 
1 brood per year. iy males are similar to 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common in deciduous and mixed chem count ati ee 


have white wing bars. 


conifer-hardwood forests. Some recent declines. Casual in West. 
¢ FEEDERS Will come to feeders for mixture of bread crumbs, 
cornmeal, and peanut butter. 
Neotropical migrant. Vulnerable 
to loss of habitat and forest 
fragmentation, as it requires 
large areas of forest for 
breeding. Fairly common host 
to cowbird parasitism. 


Swift rapid flight with quick wing strokes. 
Sallies forth to take insects in flight. 


Nest Identification Forbs, grasses, sticks, rootlets, and twigs, with lining of soft grasses and conifer 
needles ® far out on limb, 5-70 feet above ground ® built by female ¢ 2-5 bluish 
greenish eggs, marked with brown, often wreathed; oval to short oval, 


Shape cgp Location bial as 


0.9 x 0.7 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ / | Wabitat o.@ @ Migration \figratory : Weight 10 ounce 


DATE | - _ TIME os | _ LOCATION 


> 
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Family “THRAUPIDAE Species Piranga ludoviciana | +8" 7,25 inches WingsPan 11-12 inches 


WESTERN TANAGER 

One of only two North American tanagers with distinct wing bars, this bird 

frequents the coniferous forests of the western mountain region, where it is one of 

the most colorful species present. It has on rare occasions hybridized with its close 
cousin, the Scarlet ‘Tanager. In the molt after the breeding season, the male’s 

red head fades to a yellowish color with fine streaking on the 
crown. The female’s olive-gray back selon abndeiiel 
contrasts sharply with the yellow-green — coverts, rump, and 

| rump, uppertail coverts, and nape. lower back 
Juveniles resemble females but 
| with head and body 
streaked dark brown. 

e SONG A hoarse a 
vireo-like series 
of 34 phrases, 

| che-ree, che-ree, che-weeu, 
cheweeu. Call is pit-ick, pri-tick-tick. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 
Forages in trees and on ground, 
gleaning food from bark, limbs, 
foliage, and soil. Eats fruit and 
insects, including wasps and bees. 
| Hawks insects in flight. Bathes 
in birdbaths. Frequent 
singer often first 
detected by 
vocalizations. pale broken é 
Ve TINE 


red head, throat, 
and upper breast 


creamy pinkish 
orange bill with 
dark culmen 


upper 
yellow and 
lower white 
wing bars 


black tail 


yellow 


underparts 


MALE 


yelow-olive WINTEI 
yell | NTER 
he ad olive-gray back, MALE 


shoulders, and 
wing coverts 


Similar Birds 


FEMALE : 
FLAME-COLORED 
TANAGER Q 

In postbreeding Dark bill; dusky 
season, often thin white and 
yellow wing bars 


auriculars; bolder 


ae ; whitish wing bars; white 
joins mixed- 


species foraging flocks. v 
e¢ BREEDING yellowish 


underparts 


tail corners; darkly 
streaked back. 
SCARLET ‘PANAGER 
Monogamous. Solitary. Females and winter 
¢ NESTING Incubation 

13 days by female. Altricial young brooded by female; stay in 

nest 13-15 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly common in coniferous and pine-oak 
forests, particularly in mountain canyons. Casual in East in winter. 


¢ FEEDERS Fresh oranges, 
Flight Pattern 


males are similar to 
fe) their counterparts but 
ee «m have olive backs and 


lack the wing bars. 


dried fruit, bread crumbs. 


¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 
Uncommon cowbird host. 
Vulnerable to loss of habitat and 
forest fragmentation. 


Swift direct flight on rapidly beating 
wings. Sallies forth from perch to take 
insects in flight. 


Nest Identification Rootlets, sticks, and moss, with lining of plant down and mammal hair @ far out 


on branch, 6-65 feet above ground ® built mostly by female ¢ 3—5 bluish eggs, 


marked with browns, often wreathed; oval to short subelliptical, 


Shape egy Location gy. & 
<p 


0.9 x 0.66 inches. - 


Plumage Sexes differ | Habitat ee 4 Migration Migratory mele 1.0 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family THRAUPIDAE Species Swindalis xena Length 5 86.75 inches | Wingspan 4 1_12 inches 


WESTERN SPINDALIS a 


black head with too 
broad white stripes 
on cach side ~ 


Formerly called the Stripe-headed Tanager, 

this colorful bird is a native of the West d/ack upper 
Indies. Occasionally, especially inthe — mandible and 
summer months, these birds wander gray lower 
to southeastern Florida and the alas 
Florida Keys. Its habit of perching 

and remaining well inside the yellow throat 
canopy, coupled with its high thin patch 
notes, which are not readily noticed, 
make this species difficult to observe 


rufous collar 
and chest 


black to 
olive back 


or tawny yellow 

and easily overlooked. ‘The juvenile — Jyeasr 

is similar to the female, with a pale 

lemon belly and undertail coverts. black-and-white 

; rae markings on 

e reak Z Ss ; 
SONG A high thin weak trilling wings.and tail 

zee’ -lit-xee’-nittit-zee’. Song increases 


ocherous tawny 
rump and 
uppertail 


COVETTS 


in intensity and is quite melodious wie gray 
> Y : UNGET, vAy 
when heard from nearby. Call is ak ce ’ 
seeip or tsee. — ©. BEND 
& AVIC 
BEHAVIOR a 


Solitary or in pairs. eyebrow 
Sometimes in small 


groups, especially in 


pale greater 
covert patch 


fruiting trees. Forages for — 
food in foliage of trees and ab /) 
shrubs. Eats insects and fruit. mustache 
Male has singing display mark 
flight; he begins at the top of 

a tree and circles around with 


slowly beating wings, singing olive-brown 
overall 


square white spot 
at base of primaries 


ae pale edging to 


Slight feathers 


throughout, then dives down to 
the same perch or another perch. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 

Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly 
known. Estimated incubation 12-14 days by 
female. Altricial young brooded by female; stay in nest 

estimated 12-15 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Rare in 
Florida and the Florida Keys. 
© CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 
development, logging, and 
hurricanes, especially loss of 
fruiting trees. Degree of 
cowbird parasitism unknown. 


Similar Birds 


None in North American range. 


FEMALE 


‘Twigs and plant material, with lining of finer materials ® on branch of tree ¢ built 


by female ¢ 2—3 bluish white eggs, with flecks of brown; oval to short oval, 


Shape «gy = Location say & ix 0.9 x 0.65 inches. 


| Plemase Sexes differ {72'S 09 «- Migration Nonmigratory | Wel€"t 0.7 ounce 


DATE TIME P LOCATION 


Family EMBERIZIDAE Species Sporophila torqueola \*€8th 4.5 inches 


| Plumage Sexes differ 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Wingspan g inches 


WHITE-COLLARED SEEDEATER 


A native of Mexico and Central America, this bird has a small 


nesting range in southern ‘Texas, one that decreased early black cap 
in the 20th century. In local grassy habitats, weedy white crescent 


fields and overgrown lots, canebrakes, and similar under eye @ 


habitats near the river in the lower Rio Grande partial 

Valley, small groups of this little seedeater, Ch eneae 

with its stubby swollen bill, can still be black upperparts | hick shor 
found. It can sometimes be seen with and wings @ sais oy 4 


curved bill 
large flocks of other seed-eating birds. 


In flight it shows a white base to the 
primaries. Females are duller in 2 white 
color with buffy underparts, brown wing bars 
upperparts, and paler wing bars 
and lack the collar and cap. 
Juvenile males have the pattern 
of the males with the 

coloration of the females. 


e SONG A 2-part song 
with first notes high- 
pitched, followed by 
series of lower notes, sweet 
sweet sweet sweet wit-wit-wit-wit, tawny brown 
often ending in a buzzy trill. Call a upperparts 
is a high-pitched wyzné. hore ick 
¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs or small groups. — curved dill 
More gregarious after the breeding 
season, forming flocks and often foraging 
with other species. Eats seeds and 
insects. Males often sing from exposed 
perches on weed stalks, cane, fences, and 
utility wires. Some populations found in 
overgrown weedy and grassy lots in small towns. 
Frequents marshes with dense stands of grass. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 


\ buff-white 
MALE underparts 


black 


rounded tail 


brownish black 

wings with cinnamon 
edging and 2 thin 
wing bars 


FEMALE 


cinnamon 
tail 


buffy 


underparts FIRST 
¢ NESTING Incubation 13 days by female. Young altricial; WINTER 
brooded by female; leave nest at 9-11 days, fed by both sexes. MALE 


1-2 broods per year. 


Flight Pattern 


¢ POPULATION Rare and 
local in lower Rio Grande Valley 
of ‘Texas. 

¢ CONSERVATION Declines 
with loss of habitat due to land 
clearing, agriculture, and 
development. Uncommon host 
to cowbird parasitism. 


b Nest Identification Sticks, rootlets, plant stems, and grass, with lining of plant down and mammal 


hair @ in fork of bush or small tree or in weeds, 3-5 feet above ground ® built by 


F Cael enele, Ale 5 ALTO TAN EGO’ : ; arking -entrated < 
Shape @ Location & female ¢ 2-4 pale blue to pale gray eggs, with brown markings, concentrated at 
= iit larger end; subelliptical toward elliptical oval, 0.64 x 0.5 inches. 


Habitat .> some jew Migration Nonmigratory Weight (3 ounce 


Weak bouncy fluttering flight, with series 
of rapid wing strokes alternating with 
wings pulled to sides. 


636 © BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


Family EMBERIZIDAE Length 4.25 inches Wingspan 6 25 inches 
a 


YELLOW-FACED GRASSQUIT 

On rare occasions, stragglers of this Mexican and 
Caribbean species have found their way to North 

America and have been spotted in southern Florida 

and southern ‘Texas. ‘This tiny bird frequents open olive 
fields, brushy thickets, and shrubs rather than trees. — “Pperparts 
The olive plumage and yellow face markings are 
distinctive. Females and juveniles have less 
yellow on the throat and above the eye and 
lack the black on the face and breast. 

e SONG A buzzy high-pitched 


golden yellow 
eyebrow 


stubby cone-shaped 


blac & bill 


black face, 
breast, and 


upper belly 


golden yellow 
square throat 
patch 


high sharp fz or s/f. 

¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs or 
small groups. Forms 
flocks to forage after 

the breeding season, 
often with other species. 
Forages by scratching in ground 
for food; gleans seeds from grasses, paler yellow 
weeds, and trees. Eats mostly lores and square 
seeds but also some berries, small throat patch 
fruits, and insects. Often flutters 
up and grabs a grass seed head 
and pulls it to the ground, 
where it eats it like corn 
on the cob; or rides a 
grass stalk to the ground 
and stands on it, eating 
the seed head. 

¢ BREEDING 
Monogamous. Solitary. 
e NESTING Breeding biology 
poorly known. Estimated incubation 
10-13 days by female. Young 
altricial; brooded by female; leave 
nest at estimated 9-12 days, fed by 
both sexes. 1—2 broods per year. 


Flight Pattern 


paler olive underparts 


olive 


? upperparts 


BLACK-FACED 
GRASSOUIT 
Lacks yellow throat, 
yellow sub-eyebrow, 
and crescent below eye 
¢ males have blackish 
underparts; black head, 
tail, and wings; and dark 
olive upperparts 

4 We ® females and juveniles 
FEMALE 4 have olive-brown 
upperparts, gray heads, 
and pale grayish white 
underparts, 


grayish 
underparts 


e POPULATION Accidental in 
North America in southern 
‘Texas and southern Florida. 


@ CONSERVATION Not of 
special concern. Populations do 
well in disturbed areas with 
grasses and weed cover. 


Weak fluttering bouncy flight with 
alternating series of rapid wing beats 


followed by wings pulled to sides; 


repeated. 
Rootlets, grasses, and twigs, with lining of finer materials @ set in vines, 
sheltered by bank, in grasses, or low in shrubbery ¢ built by female ¢ 


Nest Identification 
2—4 bluish white eggs, flecked with gray and brown; subelliptical to oval, 


Shape Location 
p @ | a 0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family EMBERIZIDAE Species Tigris bicolor Length 45 inches WiNgSPAN 7 inches | 


BLACK-FACED GRASSQUIT 


‘This tiny bird, common in the West Indies, 
sometimes visits southern Florida, although 
these may be escaped cage birds. It 
frequents open areas of tall grasses and 
scrub, gardens, fields, undergrowth, 

and roadsides — almost anywhere it 

can find small grass seeds. ‘he 

sooty appearance of the small short dark 
dark male is unlike that of any sii ba 
North American bird within its 

vagrant range into southern Florida. 
Although this small bird 1s 

unadorned by stripes, spots, or showy 

flash marks and is small, unobtrusive, 

and easily overlooked, it is nonetheless 
distinctive. Juveniles resemble females. 

e SONG An insectlike #4-tink-tink-reececee, 
which is often repeated. Has a soft call of “ep. 
¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs or small groups. After 
breeding season forms larger flocks and often 
joins mixed foraging flocks. Forages in 

grass and shrubbery. Eats mostly seeds; 
also fruits, berries, and insects. May 
obtain seeds by riding grass stems 
to ground, standing on them, 

and stripping the seeds from 

the seed heads, or may leap 

from ground to pull seed 

head down to eat. 

¢ BREEDING pale gray e————— 
Monogamous. Small sil ies 
colonies. During courtship, = 
male displays by flying with os 
vibrating wings and singing. 


bla & he ad 


dark olive 
upperparts 


short 


bla 1 4 sail 


underparts 


grayish 
head MALE 


grayish olive 


/ upperparts 


YELLOW-FACED 
GRASSOUII 

Golden yellow throat, 
eyebrow, and crescent 
below eye; olive body; 
black on face and uper 
belly only ® females and 


juveniles are olive 


a 3 aa overall with yellow 
¢ NESTING Breeding FEMALE Ee restricted to lores and 
biology poorly known. Estimated throat. 


incubation 10-13 days by female. Altricial young brooded by 


female; leave nest at estimated 
Flight Pattern 


9-12 days, fed by both sexes. 
1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Casual in 
North America to southern 
Florida. Populations do well in 
disturbed habitats in grasses 
and brushy growth. 


Bouncy flight, weak and fluttering. Rapid 
wing beats alternating with wings being 
pulled to body. 


Nest Identification 


Shape @: Location gj | “x & 


Grass, rootlets, and twigs, with lining of finer grass ® low in bush, small tree, 
grasses, or in bank, usually less than 20 feet above ground ® built by both sexes 


¢ 2-3 whitish eggs, marked at thick end with pale reddish brown; subelliptical 


to oval, 0.66 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Hepiia! © ou Migration Nonmigratory | We'8t 0.3 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


638 © BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


Family E MBERIZIDAE Species A rremonops rufivirgatus \ ‘©P8th 6.25 inches 


eee 


OLIVE SPARROW 
A native of Mexico, this bird has a small 

nesting range along the lower Rio Grande 

Valley in southern Texas. It is difficult to 

spot, as it often remains hidden 1n low wide brown stripe on 
thickets and dense undergrowth. It each side of crown 
may be first detected by its noisy 
towheelike scratching in the leaf 
litter or by its accelerating song, 
likened to a bouncing ball. 

‘The male sings only from a 

low concealed perch. 

Juveniles have streaked 

dark brown upperparts 

and pale buff underparts white chin ¢ 


dark line 


through eye 


drab olive 


upperparts 


streaked with dark OnE SHOG 

brown, except on the 

whitish belly and throat. shite belly 
¢ SONG A repetitive buff breast, sides, f : 
accelerating series of chip flanks, and 

notes, preceded by one or undertail coverts 


two introductory notes, chip, 

chip, chip-chip-chip-chip-chip- 

chip. Call is an insectlike speeece 

or a sharp 4s7f. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 
Skulks on ground and in underbrush. 
Forages low 1n trees, bushes, and on the 


ground, gleaning, scratching, and picking food off ground. Eats efi Poca ath 
seeds and insects. 


; = GREEN-TAILED 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 


TOWHEE 
e NESTING Breeding biology poorly known; species virtually wee, Larger; reddish cap; 
unstudied in the field. Estimated incubation 10-12 days by blackish line Pender: 
i ae r . : white mustache and 
female. Young altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest mea Yr 
5 , ) separates it from 
estimated 9-11 days, fed by both sexes. 2 broods per year. white throat; gray 
¢ POPULATION Common in thickets, especially riparian head sede 


: ; lacks eye stripe. 
thickets, and thorn scrub, although numbers are decreasing due 


to loss of habitat. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Infrequent cowbird host. 
Vulnerable to habitat loss 
because of clearing of riparian 
forests, brushlands, and 
scrublands for agriculture, 
grazing, and development. 


Flight Pattern 


Short flights with series of rapid wing 
beats alternating with wings pulled to 
sides for brief periods; repeated. 


Nest Identification ; Bi ins 
Dried grasses, sticks, stems, leaves, and bark pieces, with lining of mammal hair 


and finer material ® entrance on side ® in bush or cactus, 2—5 feet above ground 


Shape 2 LOCATION aj amma or on ground ® built by female ¢ 2-5 white eggs, unmarked; ovate, 0.7 inch long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitatee se @ @ Migration Nonmigratory | “ele t 0.8 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family E MBERIZIDAE Species Pip i/o chlorurus Length 7.25 inches __ | WINESP2N 19 inches 


GREEN-TAILED TOWHEE 


‘The smallest of the towhees, this bird lives in the low brush of high | 
mountain plateaus in southwestern North America. If an intruder approaches 

its nest, it leaves the nest and scampers through the undergrowth like a 

small mammal, hoping to distract the predator. Its habit of staying on or 

near the ground sometimes makes it a difficult species to observe, 

but males do choose prominent perches to deliver their 
territorial songs. Juveniles are streaked overall and 
have buffy white underparts and brownish 
upperparts with two faint wing bars. 

e SONG A varied series of chip 


reddish cap 


white lores 


gray face 


notes, chu-weet-chur, cheee-chur, olive-green 
accelerating to a trill. Calls a nasal upperparts Ji 
= Ppoy -——e white throat 


meew and chink. Somewhat 
similar to Fox Sparrow. 


bordered by a dark 
and a white stripe 


wings and tail edged 


with yellow-olive e gray breast 


buffy flanks 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or whitish 
in pairs. May form loose flocks — 7¢/A’ 
with other species in winter. 

Forages for food on ground by 
scratching under foliage with both feet 
simultaneously, which is called double-scratch 

feeding. Eats seeds, fruit, and insects and their larvae. Secretive and easily overlooked. May be 
detected by the loud noises it makes rustling leaves on the ground as it scratches for food. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Estimated 


incubation 11-13 days by female. Young altricial; brooded by OLIVE SPARROW — 
female; stay in nest estimated 10-12 days, fed by both sexes. Smaller; brown-striped 
2a ‘i i ‘ r es ge crown; buff breast; dark 
2 broods pet year. j thin eye line @ inhabits 
@ POPULATION Fairly common in mountain thickets, aden lower Rio Grande 


Valley. 


chaparral, scrublands, and riparian scrub. Casual across the East. 
¢ FEEDERS Visits feeding stations that have seed, grains, and 
bread crumbs. 
-—r. Neotropical migrant. 

Uncommon cowbird host. 
Vulnerable to habitat loss 
because of land clearing, 
grazing, and development. 


Rather rapid bouncy flight, alternating 
between several quick wing beats and 
wings pull to sides; repeated. 


ae ee gt ; 

a ei Nest Identification Sticks, bark chips, and grass, with lining of hair and fine plant materials ® on 

— —— ground, near base of bush or low in shrub or cactus, less than 28 inches above 
ground ® built by female ¢ 2-5 white eggs, flecked and dotted with brown; short 
oval, 0.9 x 0.65 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar Habitat 2 yy Migration Migratory Weight 1 ( ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape g Location ams Re 


640 ¢ BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


Family E MBERIZIDAE SpecleS Pipi/g maculatus Length 7_7.5 inches | “EsP8" 1011 inches 


ee 


SPOTTED TOWHEE 


‘This bird is the western counterpart of the 
Eastern Towhee, and until recently they were 
considered one species, the Rufous-sided 
‘Towhee. The white spotting on the 
upperparts, wings, and tail 

shows geographical 
variation. ‘Phe white 
on the undersides 
of the tail corners 
flash in flight. 
Juveniles are 

brown with two 
white wing bars 

and darker brown 
streaking on the 
upperparts and underparts. 

® SONG Interior populations 
give 2 introductory cp notes, 


blackish head 


MALE and chest 


red eyes 


blackish olive 

upperparts 
black wings with 
2 white wing bars 
and white Spots 


blackish 
Lill 


black tail with white « 
fips on underside of 
outer tail feathers 


_» — white belly and 
+e median underparts 
i al 


cinnamon-rufous 
sides, flanks, and 
undertail coverts creamy pink legs 


and feet 


dark brown head, 
neck, breast, and 


followed by a trill, similar to 
Bewick’s Wren. Pacific Coast 
birds deliver a fast or slow trilling. 
Call is slurred nasal mewing gwee. 


upperparts 


dark brown tail 
with white tips on 
underside of outer 
tail feathers 


white spotting 
on back 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 

Small family groups stay together 

after nesting season. Males sing from 
elevated perches. Forages by double- 
scratching in leaf litter on ground beneath 
dense thickets, pulling both legs sharply 
backward at the same time. Eats insects, 
caterpillars, spiders, seeds, and fruit; sometimes small lizards or 
snakes. If approached too closely, female scurries from nest in 
the manner of a small rodent to distract intruder. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12—14 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 9-11 days, fed by both sexes, 
but mostly by male. 2 broods per year. 


FEMALE 


dark brown wings 
with 2 white wing bars 
and white spots 


JUVENILE 


EASTERN ‘TOWHEE 
Lacks white spotting on 
back and scapulars 

¢ male has blacker 
upperparts ¢ female has 
paler brown head, 
breast, and upperparts. 


¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common in chaparral, brushy 


. Flight Pattern 


thickets, and forest edge. 

¢ FEEDERS Mixture of oats, 
suet, and flax seeds. 

© CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to loss of habitat due 
to land clearing, grazing, and 
development. Fairly common 
host to cowbird parasitism. 


Short bounding flights with several 
rapid wing strokes followed by wings 


pulled to sides. 


Nest Identification 


Shape @y LOCAtION sammy a 


‘Twigs, leaves, rootlets, grass, and bark © lined with grasses ® on ground, 
sheltered by bush or grassy tussock, occasionally in low shrub or tree ® built 
by female ¢ 2-6 gray-brown or creamy white eggs, flecked and dotted with 
purple, red-brown, and gray; ovate, 0.95 x 0.7 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat @ mw oe Migration Some migrate Weight Undetermined 


LOCATION 


DATE TIME 


BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA e 641 


EASTERN TOWHEE 


Sometimes called a Ground Robin in the South, this is the 
eastern counterpart of the Spotted ‘Towhee. Until recently 
these birds were classified as one species, the Rufous-sided black upperparts 
‘Towhee. The two species hybridize where their ranges and hood 
overlap along rivers in the Great Plains. ‘The smaller Florida 
race has whitish eyes instead 
of red like most other races. 
In flight the white undertail 
corners flash conspicuously. ee siete 
: 3 wile oure? 
Juveniles are brown overall with — jgj/ fathers 


s red eyes 


MALE 


pale chins and dark streaking on 4 

underparts and upperparts tawny buff ae 
3 parts < Pr pe aa see ehaal rufous sides 

e SONG A clear whistled dinh- coverts 


white 


your-teceaaa, With the “tea” trilled. 
: underparts 


Much individual variation, with 


3 ; a distinct white patch at 
some birds leaving off the 


base of primaries and 


introductory note and some omitting distinct white tertial edges 
the ending trill. Has calls of fve- abies bebo 
WHEEE and che-wink or wank. brown upperparts 


tail feathers 


and hood 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 
Secretive; stays low in underbrush 
and on ground. Frequents brushy 
thickets, woodland edges, and 
riparian areas. Males are conspicuous 

‘ ! : y fs white patch at 
when singing, often choosing an base of primaries 
exposed perch. Usually detected by = gud white rertial 


~e tawny buff 
undertail coverts 


@ rufous 
VIZL AY 


‘e white 


the rustle of dry leaves on ground; edges underparts 

forages by double-scratching, pulling FEMALE JUVENILE 
both legs sharply backward at once. Eats : 

insects, caterpillars, small salamanders, fruits, and seeds. Similar Birds 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. Courting male chases SPOTTED TOWHEI 
female and fans tail to show off white spots on outer feathers. ey Extensive white 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12-13 days by female. Young altricial: | mesos eh 
brooded by female; stay in nest 10-12 days, fed by both sexes, @. 2 shows darker browns on 
more by male. 2-3 broods per year. m= head, breast, and 


upperparts. 


¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common. Major decline in 
Northeast in last half of 20th century. 

¢ FEEDERS Mixture of oats, 
suet, and seeds. 

% ¢ CONSERVATION Declines 
in Northeast poorly understood; 
vulnerable to loss of habitat, 
clearing of land, development, 
and pesticides in food chain. 
Frequent cowbird host. 


Short bouncy flights with tail spread; 
series of rapid wing beats alternating with 
wings pulled to sides; repeated. 


Sticks, rootlets, grass, bark, and leaves, with lining of soft grasses ® on ground, 
sheltered by grassy tussock or bush, occasionally in low bush or tree, 1—5 feet 


above ground (but up to 20 feet) ¢ built by female ¢ 2—6 creamy white or grayish 


Shape @y LOCATION mm <iiip & gy, 


eggs: oval, 0.9 x 0.66 inches. 


| | FMMAEe Sexes differ | Mabitat Migration Northern birds migrate | We'€" 1.5 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


642 © BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


Family E MBERIZIDAE Species A jmophila cassinii | +©°8Y 6 inches Wingspan 9 inches _ 


CASSIN’S SPARROW 


When another male invades its territory, 

this drab-looking sparrow will rise from 

its cactus perch and perform its — grayish head with 
exquisite fluttering territorial song ae 
flight some fifteen to thirty feet 

above the ground. In flight 

the white tips on its outer = 2-soned bill 
tail feathers are with straight 
conspicuous. Adults s re 
are similar to 

juveniles but have eiidtich rem chin 
whiter underparts and throat, 
with less streaking bordered by thin 
on the breast, sides, dark malar mark 
and flanks. 

e SONG Slightly 

quivering sweet trill, 

preceded and followed by 

2 notes. Call note 1s piz. 
Fluttering skylarking display 
flights. Sometimes sings at night. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Small groups after nesting 


grayish upperparts 
with black and 


brownish streaks 


/ong rounded 
dark grayish 
brown tail 


JUVENILE 


buffy white 
underparts 


brown streaking 
on flanks 


BREEDING 


season. May join mixed foraging flocks in winter. Except when ADULT 

singing, skulks and forages under cover of tall grasses and 

bushes. Forages by scratching on ground, gleaning food from Similar Birds 

grassy vegetation and substrate. Eats seeds, insects, caterpillars, BOTTERI’S SPARROW 

and flower buds. Like some other species living in arid regions, Rusty brown-streaked 

it apparently gains all the water it requires from its diet. gray upperparts; black 
area a streaking on uppertail 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. coverts; buffy wash on 

e NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Estimated breast, sides, and flanks, 


lacking streaks; lacks 
white tail tips. 


incubation 12-14 days by female. Young altricial; brooded by 
female; remain in nest estimated 9-11 days, fed by both sexes. 
1—2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly common in arid grasslands with 
scattered thorn shrubs and cacti. Casual in the far West and the 
East in migration. 


BREWER’S SPARROW 
Smaller; more slender 
body; cleft tail; smaller 
pinkish bill © western 
range. 


® FEEDERS Ground corn, sorghum, and other grains. 


® CONSERVATION 
Flight Pattern 


Neotropical migrant. 
Uncommon host to cowbird 
parasitism. Vulnerable to habitat 
loss due to overgrazing, land 
clearing for agricultural use, and 
for development. 


Short flights on rapidly beating wings, 
alternating with brief periods of wings 
pulled to sides. 


Nest Identification 


Forbs, grass, and occasionally flowers, with lining of soft grass, rootlets, and hair 
© on grassy tussock sheltered by bush or low in cactus or bush ® up to 1 foot 
Shape @ above ground ¢ built by female ¢ 3-5 plain white eggs; oval, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Plumage Seyes similar | Habitat .@ oe Migration Migratory Weill 0.7 ounc- 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


LOCAtION mmm keke 
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Family E\MBERIZIDAE Species 4 jmophila aestivalis| 8" 6 inches 


BACHMAN’S SPARROW 


In the early spring, the male bird’s lovely territorial 
flight song contrasts with its drab coloring. ‘This 
large-bodied sparrow skulks and forages on 

the ground, hidden in the brushy 
understory of the dry wooded areas of 
the South. Easiest to locate by the 
male’s song, birds often drop 

down into the underbrush 

and remain out of sight 

when approached, 
not responding to 
pishing sound 
by birders. 
Juveniles have 
buffy washes on 
the face, chest, and 

underparts, are streaked 

on the throat, breast, and sides, 
and show a distinct pale eye ring. 
e SONG A pure fluted introductory note followed by a 
warbling or trilled melody, varied in pitch. Successive songs by 
the same male are pitched in different keys, and the song’s 
musical quality has been favorably compared to that of the 
Hermit Thrush or the pattern of a Bewick’s Wren. Call is a 
snakelike hiss. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Secretive. Often difficult to 
see, because birds flushed from groundcover tend to fly only a 
very short distance before dropping back into cover. Male sings 
from a low exposed perch. Forages for food on ground. Eats 
mostly insects. Also eats seeds, snails, and spiders. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 10-11 days, fed by both sexes. 
2-3 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon. Declining in most of northern 
range due to loss of habitat. Frequents open dry woodlands, 
especially pines with grassy or scrub palmetto undergrowth. 


© CONSERVATION 
Flight Pattern 


thin dark line 
extending back 
from eye 


buffy gray 
sides of head 


gray upperparts with 
heavy chestnut-brown 
streaking 


long dark 
rounded tail 


Uncommon cowbird host. 
Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 
logging, development, land 
clearing, and ecological 
succession. National Audubon 
Society Blue List. Listed as 
threatened in many states. 


Short jerky flights of brief duration with 
rapidly beating wings briefly alternating 
with wings pulled to body. 


_ Nest Identification 


Wingspan g inches 


large 


dark bill 


buff or gray 
breast, sides, 


and flanks 


whitish belly 


FIELD SPARROW 
Smaller; smaller pinkish 
bill; gray head; brown 
crown; brownish ear 


patch; white eye ring; 


2 white wing bars; gray 
underparts with buffy 
wash; notched tail. 


GRASSHOPPER 
SPARROW 
Chunkier; light buff 
crown stripe; much 
shorter, notched tail; 
buffy underparts; buffy 
lores; buffy streaking 


and feather edging on 
back; white eye ring 
e different habicat, lives 


in meadows. 


Grass and forbs, with lining of plant down, grasses, and hair ® on ground or 


grassy tussock, sheltered by tall grasses, vines, or shrub ® built by female 


e 3-5 plain white eggs; ovate, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Shape wy ¢: Location sm xx¥ 


Plumage Sexes similar 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Habitat @ Je 9% Migration Nonmigratory | W&l€" 0.7 ounce 
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Length 6 inches Wingspan 9 inches 


BOTTERI’S SPARROW | 

‘This large sparrow is a native of Mexico, 
its permanent range extending into 
southernmost Texas and its breeding 
range in summer into southeastern 
Arizona. Spending most of its 
time on the ground, it 
often will run rather 
than fly to escape 
danger. It can be : 
distinguished — /arge bill withe 
from Cassin’s — “@urved ; 
Sparrow by its eae 

long brown tail 

and whitish 

breast, and when 

flushed, by the lack of 
white 1n the tips of its 

outer tail feathers. 

Juveniles are buffier overall 
and have buffy underparts 
with streaking on the breast, 
sides, and flanks. 

e SONG A high abrasive series 

of hesitant chips, followed by a 
bouncing-ball trill. Call is a thin chick. 


Family R\MIBERIZIDAE Species Aimophila botterii 


grayish upperparts 
with rufous and 


Je black streaking 


TUusty wash on J UVENILE 
wings and tail 


/ong rounded 
dusky brown 
tail 


grayish buff 
underparts 


brownish buff 
on crissum and 


flanks 


CASSIN’S SPARROW 
Dusky tail; white tips 
on outer tail feathers; 
dusky streaking on 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Small groups after nesting 
season. Shy, elusive, and retiring. Hard to see. When flushed, 
flies short distance before dropping back into cover. Forages on 
ground for food. Eats insects and seeds. Males sing from low 
exposed perches and sometimes on the wing between perches. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

® NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Estimated 
incubation 12-14 days by female. Young altricial; brooded by 
female; stay in nest estimated 9-11 days, fed by both sexes. 
1—2 broods per year. 


flanks; bill with straight 


culmen; dark spots and 
subterminal dark 
barring on upperparts; 


grayer underparts. 


GRASSHOPPER 
SPARROW 
Chunkier; buffy loral 


region; short tail; buffier 
underparts; buffy 
streaking on upperparts. 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon in grasslands with scattered 
shrubs and bushes. Declining due to loss of habitat, especially in 


southern ‘Texas. 
Flight Pattern 


© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrants in western 
population. Extent of cowbird 
parasitism unknown. Population 
declines due to overgrazing 
from as early as 1880s, land 
clearing, and development. 


Short flights on rapidly beating wings 


alternating with brief periods of wings 


pulled to sides. 


Nest Identification 


Grasses and rootlets, with lining of finer materials © on ground or grassy tussock, 


usually sheltered by tall grass or shrub ® built by female ¢ 2—5 plain bluish white 


Weight (7 ounce 


Shape wy 


LOCA@UION mms Ley eggs; oval to short oval, 0.8 x 0.57 inches. 


P Habitat i, ae a 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Plumage Sexes similar Migration "Texas birds do not migrate 
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Family E\{BERIZIDAE Species 4 jophila ruficeps Wingspan 9 inches 


RUFOUS-CROWNED SPARROW 


The black “whisker” lines on each side of its 


: ; : CONSPICUOUS 

face, white eye ring, and lack of a white whitish eye ring | 
supercilium distinguish this bird from rufous line 

the similar Chipping Sparrow. hate back jaaneroai 
Tl y OM eye 

The wary Rufous-crowned 


: ; gray-brown 
Sparrow will run and upperparts with 


hide from danger, reddish streaking 
rather than fly. 
Despite this 
tendency, the 
sparrow is often 
conspicuous 
and easily long 
observed when not ace 
approached too 

closely. It will, 

however, come out into 

the open in response to a 

squeaking noise. Juveniles 

have buffier upperparts and 


. Similar Birds 
underparts, with streaking on 


the breast, and often show two narrow white wing bars. CHIPPING SPARROW 
Conspicuous black line 


e Ra riies R a 7 yp ee <6. ARRAle Rats 

SONG A series of quick gurgling chip-chip notes, accelerating fennel edesoehite 
at the end. Call is an abrasive der: "line over eyes; two 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs or small family groups. 
Forages for food on ground or low in shrubs. Hops rather than 


gray head 


black 


malar mark 


JUVENILE 
gray underparts 


white wing bars; 
notched tail; upperparts 
heavily streaked with 


walks. Eats insects, caterpillars, seeds, and grain. Male sings dark brown; lacks dark 
from exposed perch. Pair gives high-pitched squealing duet malar mark. 


when reunited within breeding territory. Female gives feigned RUFOUS-WINGED 
injury display when disturbed on nest by intruder. SPARROW 

= 2 as ‘ Rufous shoulder patch; 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 


reddish postorbital line; 


¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Estimated dark mustache and 
0 : . . aes i alar mark; reddisl 
incubation 11-13 days by female. Young altricial; brooded by ing Wateet he ak 

: Treg ey 2 forecrown; dark brown- 
female; stay in nest estimated 8-10 days, fed by both sexes. streaked nape, back, 
1-2 broods per year. and back of crown 


® western range. 


¢ POPULATION Common locally on dry rocky hillsides with 
scattered grasses, shrubs, and brush. 


¢ FEEDERS Baby chick 
scratch feed. 

¢ CONSERVATION Extent of 
cowbird parasitism unknown. 
Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 
grazing and development. 


Short flights with rapidly beating wings 
alternating with brief periods of wings 
pulled to sides; repeated. 


ost 4 Grass, sticks, and bark pieces, with lining of grasses and mammal hair ¢ on 
Bete ernie Oe i __| ground, atop grassy tussock or sheltered by ridge of rock, bank, or tree roots 


~se = ki SOE = 
Shape wy Location samm- B tee * sometimes low in tree or bush, 1-3 feet above ground (but up to 25 feet) 
¢ built by female ¢ 2-5 pale bluish white or white eggs, unmarked; oval, 


ae 4, 0.8 inch long. 


Habitat a, or Migration Nonmigratory | “el8%t 0.7 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


BIOMABe Sexes similar 
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Family EMBERIZIDAE Specles S»jxe/la arborea Length 6 25 inches Wingspan 9 75 inches — 


AMERICAN TREE SPARROW 
After nesting near the frigid tundra regions, 

flocks of these sparrows migrate séuth and 

can be found primarily in the United States 

during the winter. Sometimes traveling gray head 
in flocks of thirty-five to forty birds, and nape 
but often smaller, they scout out ilmenite 
food supplies and willingly come behind eye 
to outdoor feeders. Males often 

winter farther north than 

females and juveniles. black and rufous 
Males sine during streaking on back 
ry i. and scapulars 
courtship and also to 

claim territory. 


dark upper and 
yellow lower 
mandibles 


o> gray chin, 
. ‘ throat, breast, 
and underparts 


dark central 
spot on breast 


white trim on 
outer webs of 


outer tail feathers a 


rufous patches 
on sides of breast, 


sides, and flanks 


notched tail 


Juveniles have paler upperparts and streaking on 
the head, breast, and sides. ‘These birds spend their 
summers in open landscapes and their winters near 
the forest edge. 


¢ SONG Several long clear introductory notes followed by a 
variable trilled melody. Has a call of tweed le-cet, rweedle-eet. és 
¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs on breeding grounds. In flocks in winter. JUVENILE WINTER 


Relatively tame and conspicuous. Forages for food by scratching PLUMAGE 


on ground, foliage, or snow. Eats mostly seeds. Also eats insects 
and caterpillars in summer, as well as some berries and catkins 


of willow. ee FIELD SPARROW 
at : —s — Smaller; pink upper and 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. _ (ree neceiene anes 


¢ NESTING Incubation 12-13 days by female. Young altricial; buff breast lacks black 
brooded by female; stay in nest 8-10 days, fed by both sexes. conte ee 
1 brood per year. 


Flight Pattern 


@ POPULATION Fairly 
common in weedy fields, open 
areas of brush and scattered 
trees, groves of small conifers, 
mixed conifer-deciduous groves, 
and marshes. 

¢ FEEDERS Feeds on wild 
birdseed mixture. 


Short flight on rapidly beating wings 
alternating with brief periods of wings 
pulled to sides; repeated. 


Nest Identification | 


Shape Hy Location ams Lakes Qe Ay 


Stems, bark pieces, moss, and grass, with lining of feathers, fur, and hair ¢ atop 
clump of grass or moss, rarely low in shrub or tree ¢ 1—5 feet above ground 

© built by female ¢ 3-7 light blue or greenish white eggs, with brown spots and 
flecks; oval, 0.75 x 0.56 inches. 


Habitat gaa Migration Migratory Weight (7 ounce 


Plumage Sexes similar 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family EMBERIZIDAE Species Sp jxe//a passerina | *©°8N 5 5 inches Wingspan 8_9 inches 


CHIPPING SPARROW 


Its bold chestnut cap, bordered by a long white superciliary 

stripe during breeding season, helps identify this tiny 

sparrow. Named for its song and call, it sings 

from its high perch during the day, and chestnut cap 
sometimes even at night, or calls 
as 1t forages for food in trees, 
gardens, and backyards. 

One of the tamest . 
sparrows, it will take ee mee 
food from human hical ar brads 
hands. Juveniles streaking 
lack the white 
eyebrow and 


gTay nape 


and cheeks + , 


white supercilium 


black bill 


black line 
extends from 
Lill through 


eye 10 ar 


long slightly 
notched tail 


2 white Ze 


wing bars 


. > WINTER 
JUVENILE PLUMAGE 


gray underparts 


chestnut cap but have a streaked crown and nape, streaked 
underparts, and buffy wing bars. Winter birds have brown- 
streaked crowns, brown faces, and dark lores. 

¢ SONG A repetitive series of trilled chip notes, chip-chip-chip- 
chip-chip-chip-chip, all the same pitch. Has a call of seek. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. In small family groups after 
breeding season. May join mixed-species foraging flocks in 
winter. Forages on ground and picks off foliage. Eats seeds, 
insects, their caterpillars, and spiders. 


CLAY-COLORED 
SPARROW 
Black-streaked brown 


crown with gray center 


stripe; buffy brown 
cheek patch bordered 
by dark postocular 
stripe and dark 
mustache mark; pale 


grayish eyebrow; 
whitish chin and 
submustachial stripe 
separated by buffy 
malar mark; whitish 
underparts with buffy 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. A few males polygynous. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 11-14 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 8-12 days, fed by both sexes. 

2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common and widespread in open mixed 
coniferous-deciduous forests, 
forest edges, gardens, lawns, 
and short-grass fields. 

¢ FEEDERS Comes to feeders 
for breadcrumbs and seeds. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Common 
host to cowbird parasitism. 


* . Grass, forbs, weed stalks, and rootlets, with lining of mammal hair and grass ® on 
Nest Identification Be dees : 
es é branch or vine tangle, rarely on ground ¢ most often 3-11 feet above ground (but 


up to 60 feet) ¢ built by female ¢ 2—5 bluish green eggs, marked with dark 


wash on breast. 


Typically, short flights with rapidly beating 
wings alternating with brief periods of 
wings pulled to sides; repeated. 


Shape wy Location gy. & browns, blues, and blacks, often wreathed; subelliptical to short subelliptical, 
eS = esis 
. 0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


| | Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat@ .@ Migration Migratory Weight 9.4 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family E MBERIZIDAE Species Spjzella pallida Length 55 inches Wingspan 8 inch 


cs. 

ee 
CLAY-COLORED SPARROW | 
‘The male bird perches to claim its territory 
while singing its buzzy insectlike song 
across the grasslands. Wintering 


primarily in the highlands of bercae coun an 
central Mexico, this tiny white 9 black streaks 


bird flies north to summer 


supercilium 
| whitish stripe in 


in the prairies of Canada Ae ae See 
- "Lo i : » . . 
and the northern United white malar 
States. In flight this stripe o—_*Y dark strip 


from behind eye JUVENILE 


ee 


frequent visitor to 


backyard feeders shows dark 
a d: te buff r mustache ——e gray-brown- 
a dark buff rump. tribe Ber ie 


Juveniles have a gray 
nape, buffy brown 


DV0WN Car @ 


cheek patch, and patches 
streaked underparts. 
© SONG Insectlike pale gray-white 


ae tira Jiemec, etic eons underparts with 
repetitiy C OZBRZ- VE RRR-RECE- buffy wash on 


zeec. Has a call of ip or sip. breast 
¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs 

during breeding season. Small 
family groups prior to fall 

migration. Males vigorously defend 
small territory. Sings often and well into the heat of July. 
Forages on ground or low in trees. Eats seeds and insects. May 
join mixed-species feeding flocks with other sparrows in winter. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

© NESTING Incubation 10-12 days by beth sexes, but female 
does more. Young altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest 

8-9 days, fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly common in brushy weedy fields, 
riparian thickets, and forest edges. Slight decline over recent 


CHIPPING SPARROW 
Winter adults have gray 
rump; brown crown 
with black streaking 
and whitish central 

crown stripe; gray 
underparts ® first winter 
birds have buffy 
underparts. 


g@ BREWER’S SPARROW 
=" Lacks whitish crown 
“> stripe; blacker streaking 
on upperparts; paler 
brown ear patch lacks 
black outline; whitish 


decades due to loss of habitat after human populations increased 
in the North and East. Rare to casual visitor in migration and 
winter on both coasts, the Southwest, and southern Florida. 
@ FEEDERS Will come to feeding stations for breadcrumbs, sees 
cracked corn, sunflower seeds, and millet. 
® CONSERVATION 
Flight Pattern Neotropical migrant. Common 
=r. host to cowbird parasitism. 
A a ~ Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 
‘| development and land clearing 
for agriculture. 


4a vn. 


_ Vv 


Typically, short flight on rapidly beating 


wings alternating with brief periods of 


wings pulled to sides. 


Nest Identification Sticks, grass, forbs, and rootlets, with lining of mammal hair and rootlets 


* atop grassy tussock, on ground sheltered by bush, or low in branch of shrub 


or tree ® less than 5 feet above ground © built by female ¢ 3-5 bluish green 
Shape N ] Location sass ae Ay eges, marked with dark browns and blacks, often wreathed; ovate, 
0.67 x 0.5 inches. 


Habitat e. 


Plumage Sexes similar 


DATE CTT TMNEE : LOCATION 
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Family EMBERIZIDAE Species §wixe//a pusilla Length 5 75 inches 


FIELD SPARROW = 


‘This sparrow stays near the ground in fields and open woodlands. When 
defending its nest, the male flies from tree to tree singing a melody that 
accelerates like the bouncing of a dropped rubber ball. ‘Vhe clearing 

of the primeval eastern forest provided thousands 

of acres of habitat ideally suited for this 


grayish brown 
rump 


rusty back with 
dark streaking 


rusty Cap 
buffy white 


eye ring 4 4 
£¥ fi 
oP 
Pye 2 ts rusty 
pink bill Aa ® he a oe 
a MOON DINES 


= —e 2 wing bars 
gray sides of head as 
a pink legs 
brown streak ; and feet 
behind each eye 


buff breast, sides, 
and flanks 


JUVENILE 


small sparrow. Now, as the old farms become suburbs or succumb to the 
woodlots brought on by ecological succession, this bird is declining in this range. 
e SONG A pleasant seea-seea-seea-wee-wee-wee, which begins with 
separate clear whistled notes and accelerates, either ascending, 
descending, or staying on the same pitch. Call is abrasive chip. 


er ‘ : ; ; CLAY-COLORED 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs in breeding season. In small 


SPARROW 


family flocks after nesting. In winter, forms flocks that may join Brown crown with 
mixed-species foraging flocks. Forages on ground or low in 7 central stripe; buffy 
shrubbery for insects, caterpillars, seeds, and spiders. ‘Tame and —— it cae 

. . ° . ° TOWN Malar Marky 2ray 
curious; responds to squeaking and pishing by birders. nape; buffy edges and 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. streaks on upperparts; 

, x : ; : ; ms whitish underparts with 
¢ NESTING Incubation 10-17 days by female. Young altricial; tals wdek wie he 
brooded by female; stay in nest 7-8 days, fed by both sexes. and flanks; 2 buffy 
Male tends and feeds fledglings while female incubates second wing bars. 


clutch. 2-3 broods per year. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common in old fields, open 
brushy woodlands, thorn scrub, 
and forest edge. Casual in West. 
Uncommon in the Maritimes. 

¢ FEEDERS Small grain. 

¢ CONSERVATION Common 
host to cowbird parasitism. 


Flight Pattern 


Short flights with rapid wing beats 
alternating with brief periods of wings 
pulled to sides; repeated. 


DS = eee = a : a : 5 

een Tif pear a Fine grasses, leaves, and dried grass, with lining of mammal hair and rootlets 

Nest Identification | g gr | lining of mammal | 

15S eer ee ® atop grassy tussock or clump of vegetation, sometimes in vine or bush ® less 
than 3 feet above ground ® built by female ¢ 2-6 creamy pale greenish bluish 

Shape wy Location sms £¢¢ py white eggs, marked with browns, occasionally wreathed; short subelliptical, 
0.7 x 0.53 inches. 


Habitat @ J. Migration Northern birds migrate Weight () 4 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


‘Plumage Sexes similar 
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Family E\MBERIZIDAE Length 5.56.75 inches | Wingspan 10_11.25 inches 
| 


VESPER SPARROW 


This bird is named for the time of day it usually 
sings its best and most continuous choruses, 
which is at twilight when many other 

songbirds have become silent. Its song is not 
limited to the vespers hour, however, for 
during nesting season, it sings throughout 
the day from the highest perch available 
in its territory. This sparrow, with 
chestnut lesser coverts on its shoulder 
and white outer tail feathers, has a 
vast geographical distribution, its 
home habitats ranging from dry 
grasslands and farmlands to 
sagebrush flats. Juveniles resemble 
adults but have more extensive 
streaking on the underparts. 

¢ SONG ‘Two drawled clear notes 
followed by two higher notes, then 
a short descending trill. Call is a 
high thin ¢ss77. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 
May form small family groups after 
breeding season. May join loose 
flocks in winter. Walks on ground. 
Runs from danger instead of flying. 
Forages on ground, in grasses, and 
in low shrubbery for insects and 
seeds. Very fond of dust baths. 
Neither bathes in nor drinks water, 
meeting all internal water needs through diet. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary or loose colonies. 

e¢ NESTING Incubation 11-13 days by both sexes, but female 
does more. Young altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest 
7-14 days, fed by both sexes. Fledglings tended and fed by 
male while female starts another nest. 1-3 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon to fairly common. Numbers 


brown ear patch 


below with white 


upperparts 
streaked 
gray-brown 


chestnut patch 
at bend of 

wing, with row 
of black spots 
beneath 


white 
outer tail 
feathers 


/ong 
notched tail 


declining in the East as habitat is lost to development and because 
logged areas become older and 


less suitable for nesting. 
® CONSERVATION 


| Flight Pattern 


host to cowbird parasitism. 
Nesting sites are being lost dt 
to agricultural mowing and 
other operations. 


Short flights on rapidly beating wings 
alternating with brief periods of wings 
pulled to sides; repeated. 


Nest Identification 


Shape wap 


Location umm yxy 
pale greenish white eggs with brown marl 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat (@ Jo oe Migration Migratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


bordered behind and 


Neotropical migrant. Common 


Dry grasses, weed stalks, and rootlets, lined with finer grasses and animal hair 
* in scraped-out depression on ground ® hidden under vegetation, in field, 
near tall grass clump, on sand or dirt ¢ built by female ¢ 2-6 creamy white or 


white eye 
ring 


grayish 
brown 
streaking on 
breast, throat, 
and sides 


white 
underparts 


SAVANNAH SPARROW 
Shorter tail; yellow 
supercilium; pale 
central crown stripe; 
central “stickpin” spot 
on chest; lacks chestnut 
lesser coverts; lacks 
white eye ring and 
outer tail feathers. 


1c 


kings; oval, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


sa 


Weight 1 ounce 
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Family EMBERIZIDAE Species Chyndestes grammacus | beth 5,756.75 inches | WiN€SPan 10,5-11 inches 


LARK SPARROW es 


‘This sparrow, with its harlequin head pattern, has a lovely voice | 
and sings from the ground, a perch, or while flying, sometimes 

even at night. Frequenting the open prairies and other open 

habitats, mostly west of the Mississippi River, it can be black, white, and 
identified by the dark spot in the center of its breast and the chestnut-brown 
long rounded tail with extensive white edging. Juveniles stripes on head 
are similar to adults but more washed-out with an ill- 
defined head pattern, buffier coloration, dark brown 


streaking on the white throat, and white underparts thestant oar 

with a buffy wash on the sides of the breast. patches white 

¢ SONG Long, pleasant bubbling melody, eimai 
ae Sag i brown and black 

beginning with 2 loud clear notes weabing on Back Book 


followed by series of chips, buzzes, and 
trills. Call is repetitive sharp metallic 

nik, often given in flight. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 
Gregarious. Feeds in flocks, even during 


malar mark 


breeding season. Forages for food on oe 
. J 
ground and low in trees and shrubs. with buff wash 


Eats seeds, insects, and caterpillars. 
| Females on nest perform distraction 
| display when disturbed, scurrying 
away with wings fluttering and tail 
| spread. Prior to copulating, male 
| often passes to female a twig or 
grass stem, which she holds. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
Occasionally polygamous. 

Often in loose colonies. Male 
displays while swaggering on the ground in front of female, his tail 
spread, showing off its white feathers. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 11-12 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; remain in nest 9-10 days, fed by both sexes. 
1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common in cultivated areas, fields, pastures, 
grassland, prairie, and savanna. Range has declined east of the 
Mississippi River due to loss of habitat. Casual to East coast. 


¢ FEEDERS Small grains. 
Flight Pattern 


on flanks 


long rounded black 
tail with white edging 


Head pattern is distinctive; not likely 
to be confused with other sparrows. 


¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 
Uncommon cowbird host. 
Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 
land clearing, development, 
overgrazing, and nest losses to 
agricultural operations. 


: F Sticks, grass, and forbs ¢ lined with rootlets and grasses ® atop grassy 
Nest Identification 8 Nees Gol eriget od 
: tussock shaded by bush, or low in tree, sometimes in shrub or bush or in 


abandoned nest ® 3-30 feet above ground ® built by female ¢ 


Short fluttering flight on rapidly beating 
wings alternating with brief periods of 
wings pulled to sides. 


Shape wy Location bai 3-6 creamy to grayish white eggs, marked with dark browns and blacks, 
4 F ivy od . , aes , >: 
often wreathed; oval, 0.8 x 0.62 inches. 


_ | Plumage Sexes similar Migration \fisratory Weight 1 () ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family EMBERIZIDAE Species A mphispiza bilineata WingsPan 8 Sinches 


BLACK-THROATED SPARROW 


Its bold black throat and the white stripes above 
its eye extending from its bill are good clues for 
identifying this sparrow. As long as it is able to 
get water from its diet, it thrives in the desert 
country, surviving long periods of time 
without drinking water. Accessible water is 
necessary, however, in the heat of the 
summer through autumn, until the 

rains begin and green vegetation 

develops. It has not adapted 

well to the transition of 
habitats as some of its 
range has been developed 
into suburbs. Juveniles 
lack the black chin, 
throat, and breast of 
adults and are streaked 
with brown on the breast 
and sides. 

® SONG A high bell-like song 

with 2 introductory notes followed by 

a trill gueat-queat, toodle-oodle-oodle; variable. 

Call is an abrasive cé/p or high sweet tinkling twitters. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Sometimes forms small 
family groups after nesting season. Joins mixed-species foraging 
flocks in winter. Fairly tame and curious. Responds to pishing 
by birders. Forages for food on ground and in low vegetation. 
Eats seeds, spiders, and insects. Walks or runs, often with tail 
cocked upward. ‘Timing of breeding varies annually, apparently 
based on seasonal rainfall amounts and food availability. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

@ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Estimated 
incubation 12-15 days by female. Young altricial; brooded by 
female; stay in nest estimated 10-11 days, fed by both sexes. 

2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly common in desert and semidesert 
scrub, especially on rocky uplands. Declining in some areas due to 


development of habitat. 
Flight Pattern 


grayish head ' 


white eyebrow 


white mustache 


brownish gray 


upperparts 


‘Q rounded black tail — 
with white trim on 
outer tail feathers 
and white tips 


Accidental in the East. 
LONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 
Uncommon host to cowbird 
parasitism. Vulnerable to habitat 
loss caused by combination of 
‘land clearing and development. 


Nest Identification . 
Forbs and g 


Location ea + 


ld 


‘Typically, short-duration flights on rapidly 


beating wings alternating with brief 


periods of wings pulled to sides; repeated. 


or cactus, less than 10 feet above ground ® built by female ¢ 2-4 plain white or 


pale blue eggs; oval, 0.7 x 0.52 inches. 


Shape wy 


Heviat yg ot Migration Northern birds migrate 
DATE TIME LOCATION 


Vey @ my 
' cites 


rass, with lining of mammal hair and plant fibers ¢ in middle of bush 


black lores, 
chin, throat, 
and chest 


-—— whitish 


underparts 


gray-buff wash 
on sides, flanks, 
and crissum 


SAGE SPARROW 


Juvenile similar to 
juvenile Black-throated 
~~ Sparrow ® white 


eyebrow stripe and 
white eye ring; sandy 
gray-brown crown, 
nape, and back; fine 
dusky streaks on chest; 
traces of central dark 
spot on chest; tail lacks 
white edging and tips; 
brown streaking on 
sides and flanks. 


oa 


Weight 9.5 ounce 
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Length 6 25 inches Wingspan 8 25 inches 


Family EMBERIZIDAE SpacleS 


SAGE SPARROW 


‘This shy sparrow of coastal California and the Great Basin area west of the 
Rocky Mountains most often skulks and hides under dense scrub. It 

often flicks its tail as it walks on the ground; when it runs, it usually 

holds its tail perpendicular to its back, wrenlike. Males perch 


to sing conspicuously on the top of a bush. The pid eye ae : 
coastal subspecies Bell’s Sparrow has much - ashe < blaeadiae gray head 

; oes light to dark streak 
darker gray upperparts with more distinct gray upperparts, — 
facial markings than the paler interior race, with or without > cif 
with its sandier upperparts with faint dusky streaking Ne LEONE 


streaking. Although the species 1s 
primarily migratory, the coastal race is 
not. Juveniles are duller overall and 
have more heavily streaked 
upperparts and underparts. 


brown to black 
malar mark borders 
white submustachial 
stripe 


black central 
spot on breast 


dusky 
streaking on 
sides and 


Hanks 


white 
underparts 

¢ SONG A jumbled series of 

phrases with a seesaw rhythm, /wee-s7- 

tity-slip, twee-si-tity-slip, high, thin, and 

tinkling. Has a high faint call note of “#4 or “7k-11k. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Small flocks 


LARK SPARROW 
Brown ear patches; 


after breeding season. Inconspicuous and wary. @ harlequin head pattern; 
Difficult to observe. Often found near water. Stays low in ey whicercail comers; black 


: ; spot in center of white 
shrubbery or on ground, except to sing. Forages mainly on 


ground. Eats insects, caterpillars, and seeds. Male twitches tail 
: ie : ‘ z BLACK-PHROATED 
while singing and when scolding intruders. Runs or flies away hae 
low over or within vegetation. Juvenile similar to 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. ; plains me oe 
; . i J —_ : ® gray head, nape, anc 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-16 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 9-11 days, fed by both sexes. 
2 broods per year. throat and broad 
i mustache; brown- 


¢ POPULATION Common and widespread in the Great Basin streaked breast and 
in sagebrush and alkaline flats. Coastal subspecies fairly sides; white edges and 
common to common in montane chaparral. Accidental in East. asa eal dlbats 

¢ FEEDERS Will come to feeders for baby chick scratch feed. ie é 
¢ CONSERVATION Se ape 
Uncommon host to cowbird ) 
parasitism. Vulnerable to habitat 

loss due to land clearing and 
development, overgrazing by 
Short flights close to ground, with rapid cattle. ‘The endemic San 

wing beats alternating with brief periods Clemente Island (California) 
of wings pulled to sides; repeated. subspecies is endangered. 


chest; does not bob tail. 


ear patch; white 
supercilium; white 


‘Twigs, grass, and bark chips, with lining of grasses, forbs, feathers, fur, and seeds 
¢ set deep in shrub, less than 4 feet above ground ® sometimes in scrape on 
ground, sheltered by bush @ built by female ¢ 2—5 bluish white eggs, marked 
with dark browns and black, occasionally wreathed; ovate, 0.8 x 0.65 inches. 


Habitat j- Migration \fost migrate Weight (7 ounce 


TIME LOCATION 


Shape wy Location ay == 
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Family EMBERIZIDAE Species Cy/amospiza melanocorys | ‘©°8th 7 inches Wingspan 11 inches 


LARK BUNTING | 


Nest Identification ; ; ; 
Grass, forbs, and fine roots @ lined with hair and plant down ® in grassy 


depression @ built by female ¢ 3-7 pale blue or greenish blue eggs, 


Shape wy Location mm xxix occasionally spotted with reddish browns; oval, 0.9 inches long. 


In the spring hundreds of these birds fly in choreographed circles 
and shapes like a rolling wheel of birds. As they move across the 
prairie, birds from the rear fly to the front over birds settling 
into vegetation. ‘They remain in flocks as they return to 
their nesting grounds on the sagebrush plains. Males 
and females have similar winter plumage, but males 
show black primaries. Juveniles are similar to re 
winter adults. This is the state bird of Colorado. black or slate- o 
e SONG Flutelike warbling melody of full gray overall ilies 
whistles and trills. Often sings in groups. - 
| Call is 400-ee. 
e BEHAVIOR In pairs or flocks. Gregarious; ors 
in flocks most of year. Forages on ground tine 
and in low vegetation. Eats insects, 
caterpillars, and seeds. ‘Territorial 
males ascend 20-30 feet with gga MALE 
white wing patches flashing, 
pour out song, and descend < 
with jerky butterfly Ne short tail with 
movements to ground, praca ar hoe! i : 
Neighboring males often a 
join in display flights. ¥ 
¢ BREEDING poet y streaked gray- 
Monogamous. Some are . P brown upperparts 
polygynous. Loose colonies. FEMALE ye 
Displaying male fluffs out white wing patch 
. : —e with hint of buff 
feathers and crest and sings. ee J 
¢ NESTING Incubation unstreaked P short tail WINTER 
11-12 days by female; some belly PLUMAGE 
males help. Altricial young wiltzn eapdlerneds woe 
brooded by female; stay in dusky streaking 
nest 8-9 days, fed by both 
sexes. 2 broods per year. teases ae 
¢ POPULATION Common in grasslands, dry plains, prairies, uppertail coverts, and 
sagebrush flats, and meadows. Rare to casual on Pacific Coast in wings; buffy ocher 
fall and winter. Casual in the East in fall and winter. us 
¢ FEEDERS Occasionally attends feeders that supply small grains 
and seeds. 
Flight Pattern © CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 
Uncommon host to cowbird 
parasitism. Historical population 
Sone vliahe witheballow wine beats declines in northern and eastern 
alternating with brief periods of wings parts of breeding range caused 
pulled to sides. by loss of prairie habitat. 


| Plumage Sexes differ Habitat + af Migration Migratory Weight 1.1 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family E\{BERIZIDAE | SP&CIES Passerculus sandwichensis \ “&°8Y 5256.25 inches | Wingspan g_9 5 inches 


SAVANNAH SPARROW 
Named for the city in Georgia where it 
was first spotted, this bird has a wide 
range, living in grassy marshes and 

wet meadows to grasslands and 
cultivated grass to tundra. It also 

has considerable variation whitish or pale 
between the many races that median crown 
make up the species. Like od 

many sparrows, It spends 
most of its time on the 
ground; when 

disturbed, it scurries 
through the grasses, 
running mouselike 
rather than flying away. 
But if hard-pressed it 
flies up a short 

distance then drops buff to white e 
back into the grasses. i. 
¢ SONG Begins with 

2-3 chip notes followed 

by 2 buzzy insectlike 

trills, “p-t1p-seecee-saaaay. 

Call note is seeep. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 

pairs. May form small family short 
groups after breeding season. notched tail 
Gregarious; forms flocks in migration and 

winter. Forages for food on ground, sometimes 

scratching in dirt and foliage. Eats seeds, insects, 

spiders, and sometimes snails. Roosts in small tight groups on 
the ground. 


whitish 
supercilium 


dark brown- 
streaked upperparts 


central “stickpin” 
on chest 


pinkish legs 
and feet 


IPSWICH 


FORM 


Similar Birds 


SONG SPARROW 


Longer rounded tail 
without notch; heavier 
Be streaking on the 


underparts; large 
central “stickpin” on 
chest in most races; 
lacks yellow in lores 
and supercilium. 


VESPER SPARROW 
Gray-brown streaking 
on upperparts, throat, 
breast, and sides; wing 
has chestnut patch at 
bend; white outer tail 
feathers; white eye 
ring; brown ear patch. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. Some marsh-dwelling 
populations tend to be polygynous. Sometimes loose colonies. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 10-13 days by both sexes, but female 
does most. Young altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest 

7-14 days; fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Abundant 
and widespread in open grassy 
landscapes and tundra. May be 
extending range farther south in 
the southern Appalachians. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 
Uncommon cowbird host. 


Short flights with rapidly beating wings 
alternating with brief periods of wings 
pulled to sides. 


= 


Moss and dried grasses ® lined with fine hair, fine grasses, and roots ® in 
depression or scrape, sheltered by vines, grasses, or dune ® built by female 
e 2-6 pale greenish blue or whitish eggs, marked with brown, sometimes 
wreathed; ovate to short ovate, 0.8 x 0.57 inches. 


Shape wy Location mmm xe 


Bee 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family EMBERIZIDAE Species 4 ymodramus savannarum | *©%8th 4.75-5.5 inches | Wingspan 8_8 5 inches 


GRASSHOPPER SPARROW 
‘These birds are named for their insectlike 
song. The male claims his territory by 
singing from a low exposed perch 
during the day. Hidden in tall 
grasses, this bird runs rather 

than flies from danger. 
Because it nests on the 
ground in cultivated 
grasslands, lives are lost 
when the crop is mowed; 
after mowing, predators take 


dark crown with 
pale stripe 
through center 


gray-brown 
streaking on 
upperparts 


yellow at 
bend of wings 
eggs, young, and adults. 
¢ SONG Hich thin 
insectlike buzzing with 
2 notes then a trill, p7/- 
tuck, xeecececececee. Nt 
dusk may sing with 
more squeaky buzzy 
notes and trills. Call 

is soft insectlike “sf. 

¢ BEHAVIOR 
Solitary or in pairs. 
May form small 

family groups after 
breeding season. 
Forages on ground 

and from low vegetation. Eats insects, worms, snails, 

seeds, and grains. Males sing from any exposed perch. When 
disturbed on nest, female flutters away in distraction display. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous Loose colonies. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 11-12 days by female. Young altricial: 
brooded by female; stay in nest 9 days, fed by both sexes. 

2—3 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common in cultivated fields, grasslands, 
prairies, savanna, and palmetto scrub. Declining in eastern part 
of its range. 

¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical migrant. Uncommon host to 


cowbird parasitism. Declining 
Flight Pattern 


—e white 


belly 


io ™ 


short notched 
tail 


due to changes in grasses grown 
and losses to agricultural 
operations. ‘Threatened or 
endangered in Florida and parts 
of the Appalachian Mountains. 


Flies close to the ground with a fluttering 
rapid undulating flight, similar to a wren. 


Nest Identification 


yellow lore 


——e white eye ring 


buff breast, sides, 
Hanks, and 


undertail coverts 


BAIRD’S SPARROW 
Buffy orange crown and 
supercilium; dark spot 
in each rear corner of 
ear patch; blackish 
malar mark; necklace of 
dark brown streaks on 
breast; chestnut 
scapulars with pale 
edging forming scaly 
appearance on 
upperparts. 


HENSLOW’S SPARROW 
Greenish buff head and 
nape; blackish crown 
stripes; black-bordered 
ear patch; rusty brown 
upperparts edged 
whitish and streaked 
black; dark brown 
streaking on breast, 
sides, and flanks 

¢ juvenile is paler and 
more washed with buffy 
head, nape, upperparts, 
and underparts; faint 
dusky streaking on 


sides ® eastern range. 


Dried grass with lining of rootlets, hair, and grass, partially domed on one 


side @ in slight hollow on ground, sheltered by tall grasses © built by female 


LOCATION: james 


Shape A 


wreathed; ovate, 0.8 x 0.56 inches. 


¢ 3-6 creamy white eggs with flecks and dots of reddish brown, occasionally 


| Plumage Sexes similar | ‘@bitat 1 .® Migration Migratory Weight (.8 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA e 657 


Aa Bem 


Family E\{RBERIZIDAE Species 4 mmodramus bairdii | 8 5.5 inches Wingspan 85 inches 
BAIRD’S SPARROW 
On nesting grounds males establish territories by perching on a 


> 


| tussock or shrub and singing. In the 1870s this bird was one of the 

most abundant in the prairies of its region, but remnant 

| populations now cling to the habitat remains. When frightened it short spiky tail 
scurries mouselike through the grass and hides. ‘The best field with pale edges 
marks on this elusive sparrow are the broad buff-ocher central 
crown stripe and the necklace of brownish black streaks 
across the chest. 


dark spot at each 
rear corner of 
auriculars 
flat ocherous crown 
with black stripes 
and wide ocher 
center stripe A 


large bill oe t 


| 
i| ; buffy brown, 
| black mustache 

| 

} 


rufous, and black 


upperparts 


Similar Birds 


GRASSHOPPER 
SPARROW 
Plain buff face and 


chest; pale narrow 


buffy wash on 
streaked sides 


| and flanks 


band of fine black 
| streaks on breast central crown stripe; 


dark postocular.stripe; 


auriculars outlined 
above and on rear with 


Underparts are 
white. Juveniles are more 
washed out and paler with less streaking on the underparts. 
¢ SONG Silvery tinkling bell-like 2-3 notes, then lone warbled 
we More extensive 

3 2 streaking on underparts; 
al large central “stickpin” 

f on chest (typi illy 3 


conspicuous white to 


| ¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Difficult to observe unless 

| singing. Flushed birds fly up and drop, running to hide. Forages 
| on ground. Eats seeds, insects, and spiders. 

| ¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Loose colonies. 

| ¢ NESTING Incubation 11-12 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 8-10 days, fed by both sexes. 


1 brood per year. 
Flight Pattern 


vellow narrow crown 


stripe; vellowish to 


dark border ® juvenile 
has buffy wash on 
streaked breast ind 
sides 

SAVANNAH SPARROW 


white supercilium 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon 
and local on short-grass prairie 
and grasslands. Declining. 
Accidental on both coasts. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Vulnerable 
to loss of prairie. 


Short flights low over grasses with rapid 
wing beats alternating with brief periods 
of wings pulled to sides. 


Nest Identification 


Shape wy Location sums Pa 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat_ Migration Migratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION _ 


Dried grass and forbs, with lining of mammal hair and soft grass ® in slight 
depression, set in tall grasses or near bush @ built by female ® 3-6 white to 


grayish white eggs; with lilac and reddish brown markings; oval, 0.8 inch long. 
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Family EMBERIZIDAE Species 4 yyyyodramus henslowii | ©8Y 4.75-5.25 inches | Wingspan 7_7.5 inches 


HENSLOW’S SPARROW 


Upon arrival at the nesting grounds, the male 


begins singing day or night, rain of shine, flat greenish ocherous 
perched or concealed. He cocks his tail down, head with black stripes 


elevates his head, and expels with a bodily 
shutter one of the shortest songs of any preen wash on 
songbird. Occasionally, these sparrows neck and nape 
battle one another in defense of 
territory. ‘heir plumage serves as 
camouflage in the marshes 
and meadows. Juveniles reddish wings 
resemble adults but are and back with 
aie black streaking 
buffier and paler and pa ei 
have only faint streaking buff edging 
on their underparts. 
e SONG Sings //ee-LICK, 
like an explosive bird 
hiccup, with emphasis 
on the second note. 
Call is a thin high sszp. 


large grayish bill 


buff-green 
mustache, bordered 
black on both sides 


CONSPICUOUS 
streaking on 
breast and sides 


whitish underparts 
with buff wash on chest, 
sides, and flanks 


short notched tail 


JUVENILE 
® BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Unobtrusive, secretive, and 
easily overlooked, except for the persistent song of the male, 
from low concealed or higher exposed perches. Singing males 
allow reasonably close approach. Forages and skulks on ground 
among vegetation. Eats insects, caterpillars, and seeds. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Loose colonies. 

e NESTING Incubation 11 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 9-10 days, fed by both sexes. 
2 broods per year. 


GRASSHOPPER 
SPARROW 

Brown to buffy head; 
pale central crown 
stripe; dark postocular 
stripe; buffy wash on 
white underparts, 
particularly on chest, 
sides, flanks, and 
crissum; lacks streaking 
on underparts. 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon in weedy meadows, grassy fields 
(especially wet), and reclaimed strip mine benches in pine-grass 
savannas in the West. Declining, particularly in the Northeast. 


© CONSERVATION Some 
Flight Pattern 


concern has been recorded. 


Uncommon host to cowbird 
parasitism. Vulnerable to habitat 
loss due to grazing, agricultural 
mowing operations, land 
clearing, and development. 


Weak fluttering flight with jerking of tail, 


low over vegetation. Alternates rapid 


series of wing beats with brief periods of 


wings pulled to sides; repeated. 


Nest Identification Grass and forbs, with lining of fine grass and hair * on ground in slight hollow or 


sheltered by grassy clump or weeds ® built by female * 3-5 creamy or pale 
greenish white eggs, marked with reddish browns, often wreathed; oval, 


Shape g@ Location mms ¢x¥ 


0.7 x 0.55 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar ‘| Habitat Migration Migratory “ Weight 9.5 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family EMBERIZIDAE Species Ammyodramus leconteii \ “98 4.55.25 inches 


LE CONTE’S SPARROW 


One of the smallest sparrows, this bird 

is most often found In prairie is oat 

wetlands. A secretive bird, CTOWN SITIpe 

Le Conte’s Sparrow often 

scurries mouselike in thick 477g/7 tind buff- 
UNE CVEDTOMS 

cover when flushed, fi i oa 

rarely flying, and only a in bill 

few feet at a time when 

it does. The species has 


declined in some parts grayish ear & 
of its range with the patches 


disappearance of 
= ee elds and GbE dark brown-streaked 
similar habitats. ‘This orange-buff breast 
sparrow is a casual migrant and sides” 

in the Northeast and West, 

traveling only short distances 

off the main migration 

pathways. Juveniles are buffier 

overall and are heavily streaked on their 
underparts. 


¢ SONG Call resembles a short shrill grasshopper-like duvzz. 
High-pitched and thin, it has a short squeaky introductory note 
followed by a buzzy trill and ending with a final cp note. Call 
note is a thin /s/p. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Secretive. Skulking. Walks 
and runs on ground to forage within matted vegetation, often in 
wet grasslands and bogs. In winter months, combs ground for 
seeds from grass and weeds. During summer, eats wide variety 
of insects, seeds, and spiders. ‘Territorial male sings from 
exposed perch, with head pulled back and bill pointed skyward. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 12-13 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest estimated 8-10 days, fed by 
both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common and somewhat local in wet 
meadows, bog, and marsh edges. Declining in parts of range. 


© CONSERVATION 
Flight Pattern 


Uncommon host to cowbird 


habitat due to draining of 


Alternates of rapid wing beats with brief habitat for agriculture. 
periods of wings pulled to sides; flies short 


distances before dropping back into grass. 


Nest Identification 


Shape qy Location m= xex 0.7 x 0.53 inches. - 


‘Plumage Sexes similar 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


chestnut streaks 
on nape 


parasitism. Vulnerable to loss of 


wetlands and development of 


Grass, rushes, and stems, lined with fine materials ® usually on or near ground 
© built by female ¢ 3-5 grayish white eggs with brown spots; ovate, 


Weight (5 ounce 


Habitat @ yx Migration Migratory 


Wingspan 6 5_7.25 inches 


straw@-colored 
» streaks on back 


NELSON’S SHARP- 
TAILED SPARROW 
Broad blue-gray crown 
stripe; unstreaked blue- 
gray nape; less color 
contrast on upperparts; 
olive-brown body with 
whitish streaks; 
frequents marsh habitat. 


GRASSHOPPER 
SPARROW 

Whitish to buff 
eyebrows; brown, black, 
and buff nape; brown 
auricular patch with 
dark borders; whitish 
underparts with buffy 
wash on chest and 
sides; lacks streaks on 


breast and sides. 
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Family EMBERIZIDAE Species 4 yymodramus nelsoni. \*©°8th 4.75 inches Wingspan 7 95 inches 


NELSON’S SHARP-TAILED SPARROW 
Its streaked plumage serves as camouflage in 
the dense freshwater marsh grasses It 
inhabits in Canada, the northern prairie 
marshes of the US, and parts of plain gray 
; 7 ae ; nape and 
Maine. When frightened, it ear patch 
scampers mouselike, with its buff to light 
head held low, and does not brownish 
fly. It recently was determined “Pperparts with 
to be a separate species from aia haces. 
the Saltmarsh Sharp-tailed 
Sparrow; both were formerly 
lumped together under the 
name Sharp-tailed Sparrow. 
Adults show whitish or gray 
streaking on scapulars. 
Juveniles have buffier 
underparts and buffy heads 
without the gray auriculars 
and nape and lack streaking 
on the breast and flanks. 


gray median 
(FON SITIPe 


ocherous 
orange on face 


—e gray to dark-brown 
streaked ocherous buff 
breast, sides, and flanks 


¢ SONG An explosive wheezy 
descending p-éssssshh-uk, like the 
sound of cold water tossed on hot metal. 
¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs or small groups. Secretive. Difficult 
to observe unless male is singing, which it does from 
conspicuous perches. Curious, and will come up in vegetation 
and draw closer to pishing and squeaking by birders. Walks 
around on ground and picks up food or gleans from vegetation. 
Eats insects, their caterpillars, various seeds, and small snails. 
Males loosely territorial or nonterritorial. Flushed birds usually 
fly short distance before dropping back down into dense cover. 
¢ BREEDING Polygamous. Loose colonies. 

e NESTING Incubation 11 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 10 days, fed mostly by female. 
1 brood per year. 


LE CONTE’S SPARROW 
Bold dark brown stripes 
on sides; white median 
crown stripe; gray nape 
with chestnut streaking; 
straw-colored streaking 
on back and scapulars; 
lives in-prairies 

e juveniles have heavily 
streaked underparts. 


SALT MARSH SHARP- 
PAILED SPARROW 
Larger orange-buff facial 
triangle contrasts sharply 
with body; larger bill; 
black-streaked 
supercilium behind eye 
¢ juveniles have heavily 
streaked underparts 

® eastern range. 


®@ POPULATION Fairly common in wet meadows, freshwater 
marshes, and tule beds. Numbers decline with habitat drainage. 


® CONSERVATION Rare host 
Flight Pattern 


to cowbird parasitism. 
Vulnerable to loss of habitat due 
to marsh draining and 
agricultural practices, including 
cattle grazing. 


Short flights low over vegetation, with 
rapid wing beats alternating with brief 


periods of wings pulled to sides; repeated. 


Nest Identification 


Dried grasses and stems ® atop grassy tussock or on pile of reeds ¢ built by 
female ¢ 3-7 light green eggs, with heavy brown spotting; oval, 


Shape wy Location umm | \ Poe" 0.76 x 0.57 inches. 


i ei } » . . 3 € . an 
Plumage Sexes similar | “abitat yx Migration Migratory Weight [Jndetermined 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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RT 


Family EMBERIZIDAE Species 4 yymodramus caudacutus |*®"8 5 inches Wingspan 7/5 inches 


| 
| SALTMARSH SHARP-TAILED SPARROW 


| Lhis bird was formerly lumped in one 
| species, the Sharp-tailed Sparrow, with 


i rae a 
| the Nelson’s Sharp-tailed Sparrow. Its LE 
recent taxonomic split gives it the ocher-orange 
distinction of tying for the longest eyebrow, streaked ® large bill 
| English name of any bird species biack behind eye gen ne 
| in North America. Making its 
home in the Atlantic coastal ee —e gray ear patches 
marshes, it walks on the with light streaks 
ground in search of food Py ‘eo rich buff triangle 
| and scurries through the 4 on side of face 
| grasses, head down and } 


sharply streaked 
pale buff breast, 


sides, and flanks 


into flight, it flutters 
veakly, with its tail 
jerking, for a short 
distance before 
dropping back down 
into dense cover. 
e SONG A soft 
insectlike /s-/s-ssssss- 
| tsik. Call is a sharp chuck. 
| ¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs or 
small groups. Males are weakly 
territorial and sometimes do not defend territory at all. Skulking 


NELSON’S SHARP- 
PAILED SPARROW 
Shorter bill; head ts less 


flat; less defined 


mouselike, when 

| frightened. If flushed 
| 

| 


markings on head and 
around eye; more 


intense ocherous buff 
on breast, sides, and 

flanks ® juveniles are 
buffy overall, with the 


t and somewhat secretive. Males sing from exposed perches. much reduced streaking 
| Curious, this bird will investigate squeaking or pishing by on ia Bi a 
. + . . CoO sides. 
birders. Forages on ground and in dense vegetation to glean 
| . ~ ~ —~ . . 4 x - No > 
| food from surfaces. Eats insects, caterpillars, seeds, small | sain eee 
| ° 5 ae sarger, GarKer grayer 
| crustaceans, and snails. oo ero, 
}| Mh upperparts; longer 
¢ BREEDING Polygamous. Colonial. heavier bill; yellow 
ee . ‘ : ayo supraloral patch; dark 
¢ NESTING Incubation 11 days by female. Altricial young eth tke ae 
: ; . , : : . t malar stripe separates 
brooded by female; stay in nest 10 days, fed by female. 2 broods white mustache from 
per year. white throat; broadly 


streaked underparts. 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon to fairly common and somewhat 
local primarily in saltwater marshes. Declining. 


® CONSERVATION Rare host 
Flight Pattern 


to cowbird parasitism. 
Destruction of coastal salt 
marshes by draining and 
because of development has 
significantly reduced 
populations of this species. 


Short flights with rapidly beating wings 
alternating with brief periods of wings 
pulled to sides; repeated. 


Nest Identification 


Reeds, grasses, and seaweed, with lining of finer materials ® on ground, set in 


grasses or reeds & built by female * 3—7 pale greenish eggs, marked with reddish 


Shape @ Location \ | | ~~ — browns; short ovate to ovate, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat Migration Migratory Weight 9.7 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family EMBERIZIDAE Species Ayymodramus maritimus | “©?8th 5.25-6.5 inches | Wingspan g_8 5 inches 


SEASIDE SPARROW | 
| 


LG . ° . . ~ 

This shy bird makes its home in the salt marshes of the eastern 

coasts. Like many sparrows, the male perches atop reeds, grasses, he ) 
: ‘Ce Fi eee ee Ta: . : supralora 

or fences to sing his territorial song. Walking or running on the ay: long bill with 

ground, its large feet prevent it from sinking in the soft thick base and 

marsh mud. There is much variation in size and color 


spiky tip 


across the range, but the most widespread grayish olive 
race, A. m. maritimus, is pictured here. upperparts 


4 
\ _ white throat 


; a 5 with tren bye 
Another race, A. m. nigrescens, is darkest, with with streaking 


the heaviest streaking on the underparts, and 
was formerly recognized as the species Dusky 
Seaside Sparrow. Found only near ‘Titusville, 
Florida, it became extinct in 1987. Another 
species, A. m. mirabilis, called Cape Sable 
Sparrow, also found only in the Florida 
Everglades, is listed as federally 
endangered. All races show 
rufous greater primary coverts. 
Juveniles are duller with finer 
streaking on the underparts. 

¢ SONG Harsh buzzy ofa- 
chece-weee, reminiscent of 
Red-winged Blackbird. Call note is c/zp. 


dark malar 
stripe separating 
throat and white 
mustache 


white or buff 
breast with dusky 
gray streaking 


short 
pointed tail 


e BEHAVIOR In pairs or small groups. Forages on ground, 
gleaning food as it walks upright, like a small rail; also wades, 
rail-like, in shallow water. Eats small snails, terrestrial and 
aquatic insects, crabs and other small crustaceans, and some 
seeds. Males fly 20-30 feet high in fluttering skylarking display 
flights and slowly descend back down to a perch — singing all 


JUVENILE 


the while. > SALTMARSH SHARP- 
ne TAILED SPARROW 
e@ ™ / for - > wv _ al ao rs “! 
BREEDING Monogamous. Loose colonies. Smaller; paler; buffier in 
® NESTING Incubation 12-13 days by female. Young altricial; ’ overall color; ocherous 


orange triangle frames 
gray ear patch; whiter 
underparts with sharper 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common in coastal salt marshes but dark streaking on breast, 
declining from destruction of this habitat. sides, and dank ace 
if ae : _ crown patch; gray nape. 
® CONSERVATION Rare host to cowbird parasitism. 
Destruction of coastal marshes, application of DDT in the 1970s, 
and flooding of marshes for 
Flight Pattern mosquito control led to the 
extinction of one race and 
contributed to the near 
extinction of another in Florida, 
as well as the significant decline 
Short flights low over vegetation on ; = 
rapidly beating wings alternating with of other populations. 


brooded by female; stay in nest 8-10 days, fed by both sexes. 
1—2 broods per year. 


brief periods of wings pulled to sides. 


Nest Identification Dried grass and sedges ® lined with soft finer grasses @ attached to marsh reeds 


or set on clump of grass, from 9-11 inches to 5 feet above mud (but up to 


14 feet) © built by female ¢ 3-6 white to pale greenish eggs, marked with 
Shape € Location ce t by female ) white to pale preel se 
sink reddish browns; short ovate to elongated ovate, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


t 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat Migration Northern birds migrate | “e'8"t 0.8 ounce 


DATE _ TIME LOCATION 
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Family E\MBERIZIDAE Species Passere//a iliaca | *©°8O 6.75-7.5 inches | Winéspan 19.51 1.75 inches 


FOX SPARROW 


Named for its rufous coloring, particularly on the rump and tail, the Fox 

Sparrow is one of the largest of all sparrows. ‘There is much variation in size 

| and coloration over the wide breeding range. ‘he most richly plumaged 

birds breed in the boreal forests from Alaska to Newfoundland and 

are the forms seen in winter in the southeastern US, such as stout conical bill 
the P. 7. zaboria pictured here. In the western with darker upper 
| mountain races, birds have gray heads and mandible 
| backs, while northwestern Pacific has A I 

| ? ; and upper back ? 

| coastal races are sooty brown with 

dark brown rumps and tails. 

While mostly solitary, reddish wings 
this sparrow sometimes 
is observed associating 
with other sparrows. 
Migrates in late 

March and early reddish tail 
November, generally and rump 
traveling at night. 

¢ SONG Each male has a 

large repertoire of songs, 

| singing one after the other until 

his entire suite is exhausted before 
beginning again. Rich flutelike sweet 
melody in northern reddish races; other races 
include grating trills. Variable, each phrase rises in pitch 

then falls on closing notes. Call is loud smack or drawn-out sésssp. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs in breeding season. Small 
flocks in migration and on wintering grounds. Forages by 
double-scratching, towheelike, on ground and digging small 
holes by kicking backward with claws. Eats weed seeds, wild 
fruits and berries, insects, spiders, millipedes, and small snails. 


large rufous to 
brown spot on 
central breast 


— underparts heavily 


marked with 
p = /riangular spots 


HERMIT ‘THRUSH 
Reddish tail; lacks 
streaking on brownish 


back; brown to gray- 
brown upperparts; 


e BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. whitish gray underparts; 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Young altricial; re ar we ideas 
brooded by female; stay in nest 9-11 days, fed by both sexes. skis ea. 

2 broods per year. spotted breast, sides, 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon to common in deciduous or ane naan. 


conifer forest, undergrowth, chaparral, montane thicket, and riparian 
woodland. Declining in East. 
Flight Pattern ¢ FEEDERS Birdseed and 
breadcrumbs attract it to ground 
underneath feeders. 

© CONSERVATION Rare 

Short flights on rapidly beating wings cowbird host. Vulnerable to 
alternating with brief periods of wings habitat loss due to logging 

pulled to sides. operations and development. 


= See = 

<- - SFr 18} RE ION . : : . . , : 

ett Nest Identification Lichen, roots, bark, leaves, twigs, grass, feathers, and animal fur ® lined with 
ee grass and moss ® on ground or in shrub, rarely on branch of tree @ 0-3 feet above 


P ground (rarely up to 20 feet) ® built by female ¢ 2—5 pale green to greenish white 
Location am i fy. a 5 yeug a ees 
& | eggs, with reddish brown markings; oval, 0.9 inch long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ep ae a a ft | Migration \icratory weient 1.1 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION _ 


664 ¢ BIRDS OF 


NORTH AMERICA 


Family EMBERIZIDAE 


SONG SPARROW 


Even with its drab plumage, this bold songbird is 
easy to spot when it perches in the open, 
trilling its pleasant melody. In flight it 
pumps its tail up and down. 


Length 5757.5 inches. | “BRA § 75 12 5 jncics 


SPECS We/ospiza melodia 


broad grayish 
2 eyeb OW 


brownish, grayish, or 
brownish gray upperparts, 
usually streaked 


Inhabiting a wide range, this 

bird is found throughout 

most of North America — dark malar e— 
and is perhaps the stripe borders 
continent’s most white throat 
variable species, 
with approximately 
thirty-one 
subspecies 
recognized. ‘Vhe 
Aleutian race, M7. 
M. MAXIMA, \S SO 


streaking on sides e7 
and breast meet 
in center and 

form “stickpin” 


pinkish feet e- 
and legs 


large and dark it looks like a 
different species. Because of the work 


of Ohio bird biologist Margaret Morse Nice, the biology of this bird 
may be the best-known of any songbird on the continent. Juveniles 


are similar to adults but appear buffier overall with finer streaking. 
© SONG Whistles 2-3 clear introductory notes, followed by a 
trill. Much variation in each individual’s song and between 
individuals. Call is chimp or what and a high thin sss. 

® BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. May be in small loose flocks 
in winter, often with other species of sparrows. Forages in trees, 
bushes, and on ground by picking food off foliage, grass, and 
soil; also scratches on ground. Eats insects, larvae, grains, seeds, 
berries, and some fruits. Coastal species take small mollusks and 
crustaceans. Males sing from exposed perches to claim territory. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Polygynous in some cases. Male 
vigorously defends territory and battles with other males. Often 
chases invading birds trom territory. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 9-16 days, fed by both sexes. 
2-3 broods per year (occasionally 4 in southern parts of range). 

¢ POPULATION Widespread and abundant to common in brushy 
areas, thickets, riparian scrub, 
weedy fields, urban/suburban 
lawns, and forest edge. 

¢ FEEDERS Birdseed. 


Flight Pattern 


one of the most frequent 
victims of parasitism by the 
Brown-headed Cowbird. 


Short flights close to ground, tail pumping 
up and down. Alternates rapid wing beats 


with brief periods of wings pulled to sides. 


Nest Identification 


=e whitish 
underparts 


® CONSERVATION Species is 


long rounded 
tail 


ALEUTIAN 
RACE 


SAVANNAH SPARROW 
Yellowish above eye; 
shorter notched tail; 
pinker legs; finer 
streaking on 
upperparts; central 
“stickpin” on chest. 


LINCOLN’S SPARROW 
Smaller; buff wash on 
chest; more distinct 
markings; finer 
streaking on throat, 
breast, sides, and 
flanks; lacks central 
“stickpin” on chest. 


Grass, forbs, leaves, and bark strips, with lining of fine materials ® usually on 


a are ground, sheltered by grassy tussock or reeds © sometimes in bush or tree, 


24 feet above ground (but up to 12 feet) ¢ built by female ¢ 2-6 greenish white 


Shape LocatiONn prssms : 
Pe @ ay eggs, marked with reddish browns; oval to short oval, 0.8 x 0.61 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat (® @ mw we 2 | Migration Northern birds migrate | “©'8t 0.7 ounce 


DATE CC CCCCTIMIE__ LOCATION 
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Family E MBERIZIDAE 


LINCOLN’S SPARROW 


‘This inhabitant of northern bogs and 
mountain meadowlands is skittish, often 
raising its slight crest when disturbed. It gy, back and 
is sometimes overlooked because of its shoulders, with 
furtive habits and similarity to the black streaking 
Song Sparrow, with which it may 
compete when nesting territories 
overlap. This sparrow can be 
distinguished by its sweet 
gurgling melody that sounds ee 
similar to that of a House and wing 
Wren or Purple Finch, and coverts 

by the buffy band crossing 

the chest and separating the 

white chin and throat from 

the white lower breast and 

belly. Juveniles are paler and 

buffier overall with more 

streaking on their underparts. 


whitish chin 
and throat 


rounded tail 


¢ SONG Features rapid bubbling trilled notes, with last notes 
harsher, louder, and lower in pitch, chu7-chur-chur-wee-wee-wee- 
wee-wah. Alarm call is a flat-toned repetitious /sciup. Calls also 
include a sharp buzzlike xeee. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Sometimes joins mixed- 
species foraging flocks on wintering grounds. Secretive. Skulks 
low in thickets or on ground. Kicks backward with both feet like 
a towhee as it scratches among leaves on the ground; feeds on 
insects and small grains, as well as seeds from weeds and 
grasses. In migration, often found in brushy tangles near water. 
Often sings from a concealed perch during spring migration. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 9-12 days, fed by both sexes. 
1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon to fairly common in bogs, wet 
meadows, riparian thickets, and mountain meadows. 


Uncommon to fairly common in thickets and weedy fields in winter. 


e FEEDERS Attracted by 


seed, particularly in migration. 


© CONSERVATION 


Neotropical migrant. Rare host 


to cowbird parasitism. 


Short flights with rapid wing beats Vulnerable to loss of habitat 


alternating with brief periods of wings 


pulled to sides; repeated. and development. 


oes 


Species Welospiza lincolnii | Le”8th 525-6 inches 


buff-colored 


buff-colored wash eye TINgS 


because of logging operations 


Wingspan 7 25 _8 75 inches 


broad gray 
—* eyebrows 


buff wash on 
mustache 


buff wash 
and fine streaks 
on breast, sides, 


and flanks 


unstreaked 


whitish belly 


SONG SPARROW 
Longer tail; thicker bill; 
thicker malar stripe; 
heavier streaking on 
underparts; central 
“stickpin” on chest; 
white underparts lack 
buffy wash on chest; 
brown upperparts with 
rutous and black 
streaking. 


SWAMP SPARROW 
Duller breast with 
thinner blurry streaks; 
eray head; rufous-brown 
crown with gray central 
stripe; unstreaked white 
throat; rufous wings and 
primary coverts. 


Grass or sedge lined, sometimes with hair ¢ often built in grass, hollow 


depressions, or moss ® built by female ¢ 3-6 pale green to greenish white eggs, 
with reddish brown markings; oval to short oval, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


666 ¢ BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


Family EMBERIZIDAE Species We/ospiza georgiana |\*°"8! 4755.75 inches _ | Wingspan 7 5_8 inches 
AI 


SWAMP SPARROW 


‘This small stocky sparrow will nest reddish 
anywhere within its range where * a 
there is sufficient emergent 
dense vegetation in 
marshes, bogs, wet 
meadows, or sluggish 
streams. As nestlings 
learn to fly, they 
must stay above the 
water, SO as not to white throat 
be eaten by turtles, 
frogs, or fish. Adult 
females are similar whitch belly 
to males but have 
brown-striped crowns. 

Juveniles are buffy with 

reddish wings and tails and 

heavily streaked underparts. 

Immatures resemble winter 

adults with rich buff sides, gray 

central crown stripe, and buffy wash overall. 

¢ SONG A bold slow melodious musical trill of either sharp 
single-note or slurred double-note phrases, peal-pear-peat-peat- 
peat-peat-peat. Has a call of zeee or chip. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs in breeding season. May form 
loose flocks in winter. Secretive and skulking in dense 
vegetation or on ground. Curious, it will come to pishing or 
squeaking by birders. Forages by wading in water and picking 
up food with bill or by gleaning prey from vegetation or ground. 
Eats insects and seeds. Male sings to claim territory. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Loose colonies. Male often feeds 
incubating or brooding female while on nest. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12-15 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 11-13 days, fed by both sexes. 

2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common in marshes, bogs, and riparian 
stands of reeds, cattails, and sedges. Rare in the West. Some 


population declines due to loss 
Flight Pattern 


deep rufous 
upperparts with 
black streaking 


gray face 


gray breast 


of marsh habitat. 


¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Common 
host to cowbird parasitism. 
Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 
draining of wetlands, livestock 
overgrazing, and development. 


Short flights low over vegetation on 
rapidly beating wings alternating with 
brief periods of wings pulled to sides. 


deep rufous 


Wings 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


WHITE-THROATED 
SPARROW 

Stockier; larger; yellow 
supraloral spot; whitish 
or buff supercilium; 
two whitish wing bars; 
gray underparts; white- 
and-black- or brown- 
and-tan-striped crown. 


LINCOLN’S SPARROW 
Buffy back and 
shoulders with black 
streaking; buffy breast 
band, sides, and flanks; 
black streaking on 
throat, breast, sides, 
and flanks; broad gray 
supercilium; brown 
crown with black 
streaks; buffy eye ring. 


Nest Identification Dry thick grasses with lining of finer grasses @ set in reeds, usually 0-5 feet 
above water ® in some areas, in bush near water, 1-6 feet above ground ® built 


by female ¢ 3-6 greenish white eggs, marked with reddish browns; short 


Shape Location siete wae 
P 9 duds ba subelliptical, 0.8 x 0.57 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Migration \figratory Weight ().8 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family EMBERIZIDAE 


WHITE-THROATED SPARROW 


The song of the White-throated Sparrow is 
heard in the Canadian wilderness and in the 
northeastern US where it breeds in 
woodland undergrowth, clearings, and 
gardens. Distinguishing marks include 
a broad yellow eyebrow, or supraloral 
stripe in the front of the eye, which 
tapers to either white or tan, and a 
sharply outlined white throat. 
Although it is common and 
widespread, sightings of this 

bird are rare in the West. 

e SONG A thin whistle, 

starting with 2 single notes 

followed by 3 triple notes: 
poor-sam-peabody, 

peabody, peabody or pure- 

sweet-Canada, Ganada, 

Canada. Calls include a 

grating pivk and a drawled lisping 
tseep. Verritorial birds often sing at night. 
Some black-and-white-striped females sing. 


rusty brown 
upperparts 


JUVENILE 


Species Zongrrichia albicollis | +€"8th 6.25-7.5 inches 


black or brown 
borders crown stripes 
and eye line 


Wingspan g 75_10 inches 


—e yellow 
supraloral stripe 


dark bill 


white 
throat 


2 white wing 
bars 


i" grayish 


underparts with 
diffuse streaking 


TAN- 


STRIPED 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. In winter joins flocks of 
other White-throats and mixed species. Hops on ground or 
forages in shrubs and trees. Scratches among leaves for food. 
Eats mostly weed seeds, fruit from trees, tree buds, and insects. 
May hawk insects in midair. Attracted by pishing and squeaking 
by birders. ‘Two adult color morphs are based on head striping: 
black-and-white-striped and brown-and-tan-striped. Field 
studies show that white-striped males tend to mate with tan- 
striped females, and tan-striped males tend to mate with white- 


striped females. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 11-14 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 7-12 days, fed by both sexes. 


1-2 broods per year. 


¢ POPULATION Common and widespread in conifer and mixed- 
conifer forest, forest edge and 
clearings, and thickets. Rare in 


the West. 


¢ FEEDERS Seeds and grains. 
¢ CONSERVATION 


Relatively short flights with rapid wing 
beats alternating with brief periods of 
wings pulled to sides; repeated. 


Nest Identification 


Uncommon host to cowbird 
parasitism. Vulnerable to habitat 
loss due to logging. 


WHITE-CROWNED 
SPARROW 
Black-and-white- 
striped crown; pink 
bill; lacks whitish 
throat contrasting with 
gray breast; lacks 
yellow supraloral spot; 
tertials lack bright 
rufous coloring. 


HARRIS SPARROW 
Winter adult and 
juvenile @ slightly 
larger; pink bill; crown 
varies from tan with 
black stippling, to 
black with white 
spotting, to black; face 
buffy tan; chin varies 
from white to 
blackish; throat white, 
black-and-white, or 
black; blackish band 
crossing upper breast. 


Lined with coarse grass, wood chips, twigs, pine needles, roots, and other fine 


materials ® often found at edge of clearing ¢ 0-3 feet above ground @ built by 


Shape wy 


Location Bf weonn 


88¢ Sexes similar 


DATE TIME 


LOCATION 


female ¢ 3-6 greenish, bluish, or cream-white eggs with reddish brown markings; 
subelliptical or long elliptical, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Meraton Migratory 


668 ¢ BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


Family EMBERIZIDAE 


Length 6 75—7.75 inches 


Wingspan 19 .25_11.75 inches 


SPeCles Zo notrichia querula 


’ ] 
HARRIS’S SPARROW 
FP, : . F black crown, 
This large sparrow is named after Edward face, and bib 
Harris, one of John James Audubon’s 
expedition partners. Where it 
nested was one of the great 
ornithological mysteries of 


black auricular 
Spot 


brown back and sides, 
streaked blackish brown 


the early 20th century. pink- 09a > huff hj 

re TANCE “oe 110 @ 4 

The nest was seen and poe a Era 
hill wing bars 


documented in 1931, 
making this the last 
songbird to have its 

nesting information 
recorded. In winter, 
breeding plumage ts 
replaced by a buffy face, all 
or mostly black crown, black 
chin, and throat that varies from all 

black to having a white band through it. 

‘The amount of black on the winter bird is 
under hormonal control and signals social 
dominance; the more black the higher its rank 


pale gray 
cheeks and 
Na pe 


white 
underparts 


WHITE-CROWNED 
SPARROW 
Black-and-white- 


sent, 


in the pecking order of the flock. Juveniles are JUVENILE sniped crownapakemn 
similar to winter adults but show less black on mostly gray underparts; 


brown upperparts with 
blackish brown streaks 
on back and shoulders; 
2 white wing bars; 


the crown and upper breast and have a white 
throat bordered by a black malar mark. 


e SONG Repeated clear tremulous whistles in 1 


pitch, followed at an interval by several clear WINTER prawn cane cree 
yotes in another pitch. Calls sound like a loud PLS CE Te ee 
metallic spf and a drawn-out /seep. striped head. 

e BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Shows faithfulness to WHITE-THROATED 


SPARROW 

Distinctly outlined 
white throat; dark bill; 
black-and-white- or 


wintering territories. Forages on ground by kicking and 
scratching among leaf litter and dry weed stalks. Bulk of diet is 
wild fruits, grains, and seeds from grass and weeds; also eats 


insects, spiders, and snails. Breeds among stunted trees and brown-and-tan-striped 
shrubs in taiga-tundra ecotone. crown; broad eyebrow 

ee : — yellow in front of eye, 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. ceiiainlerdoee near 


¢ NESTING Incubation 12-15 days by female. Altricial young fan 2 wiikey a es 
brooded by female; stay in nest estimated 7-12 days, fed by 


both sexes. 1 brood per year. 
Flight Pattern 


® POPULATION Common to 
fairly common on restricted 
breeding and wintering 
grounds. Rare to casual in 
winter elsewhere. 

e FEEDERS Grains, mixed 
birdseed, suet, breadcrumbs. 


Series of rapid wing beats alternating 
with brief periods of wings pulled to 


sides; repeated. 


Lined with grass and coarse roots ® in depression on ground under stunted 
woody vegetation or moss hummock ® built by female ¢ 3-5 white to greenish 
white eggs with brown markings; ovate to elliptical ovate, 0.9 x 0.7 inches. 


Shape ay Location sss 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ope gy Migration Migratory Weight 14 ounces 7 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family RMBERIZIDAE ‘| S s | benetn 6.57.5 inches 


WHITE-CROWNED SPARROW | 


‘This bold bird is easy to identify, with conspicuous 
black stripes on its white crown, a pink to 


Wingspan 9 25_1().25 inches 


white white crown 
dull yellow bill, and a pale gray throat. supercilium with bold 
os Seema ea ee i “male black stripes 
Like many sparrow s, the male Villas S | / 
sings to claim its territory and stripe ' 


pink to dull 


duels to defend its ground. | 
yellow bill 


His songs may even 
continue into the night. 
As is usual with a 

wide geographical 2 ohne 


brownish upperparts 
with blackish brown 
streaking 


whitish 
gray throat 


JUVENILE 


range, there 1s wing bars grayish 

morphological underparts 

/ Cee become white 

and behavioral on belly FIRST WINTER 


variation. The 
most striking 
subspecies 
differences include 

bill color and white versus black 
supralorals. Juveniles have heavily streaked 
underparts and a brown-and-buff-streaked head. Immatures 
have a brown-and-tan-striped head and unstreaked underparts. 


brownish wash on 

sides and flanks a ca aia 
WHITE-THROATED 

* SPARROW 
More rufous-brown 
upperparts; mostly 
dark bill; well-defined 
white throat patch; 
yellow spot between 

¢ SONG A melancholy whistled poor-wer-werter-chee-xee. Has call eye and bill: gray 


note of pink or sharp tseek. underparts; CWO W hite 
wing bars; black-and- 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. In small family groups after 
breeding season. Forms flocks in winter. Males sing from 
exposed perches; sometimes in spring on wintering grounds. 
Gleans food from vegetation; hops on ground and forages by 
scratching. Eats seeds, insects, caterpillars, and parts of plants. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Individuals in some nonmigratory 
populations may pair for life. Some polygynous. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 11-14 days by female. Young altricial: 
brooded by female; stay in nest 7-12 days, fed by both sexes. 
Male continues to feed young while female starts another nest. 
24 broods per year (largest number of broods in southern 
populations; 1 brood in far north). 


¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common in woodlands, 
thickets, wet meadows, and chaparral. 

¢ FEEDERS Baby chick 
scratch and seeds. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 
Uncommon host to cowbird 
Short flights on rapidly beating wings 


alternating with brief periods of wings 
pulled to sides; repeated. 


Shape wy 


Location mmm £x¥ i 


0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


parasitism. Vulnerable in the 
West to habitat loss because of 
land development and logging. 
| Grass, sticks, rootlets, and forbs ¢ lined with soft grasses, feathers, and hair 
_| © onclump of grass or moss, sheltered by bush, or in small tree ® 0-5 feet 


above ground (but up to 30 feet) ® built by female * 2—6 light blue or green 
eggs marked with reddish browns; ovate to short ovate or long ovate, 


white- or brown-and- 
tan-striped cap. 


HARRIS’S SPARROW 
Winter adult and 
juvenile @ slightly 
larger; pink bill; crown 
varies from tan with 
black stippling, to 
black with white 
spotting, to black; face 
buffy tan; chin varies 
from white to blackish; 
throat white, black- 
and-white, or black; 
blackish band crossing 


upper breast. 


| Habitat ¢ ®& « A Migration Northern birds migrate | “et 1.0 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family EMBERIZIDAE 


GOLDEN-CROWNED SPARROW 


When miners worked along the Alaskan gold trails, this Pacific 
Coast sparrow was known as “Weary Willie” because of its 
song, which sounded to them like /’m so weary. ‘The 

yellow patch on the dark-bordered crown 1s present 

all year. In the winter, it often flocks with its 

close cousin, the White-crowned Sparrow. 

Winter adults have browner faces, are 
paler and more washed-out overall, 
and show varying amounts of black 
on the crown. ‘The juvenile has a 
yellow wash on its streaked 
crown, dark brown-streaked 
underparts, and is similar to 

the winter adult but has 

fainter yellow steaking 

on the forecrown. 
e SONG A 
plaintive whistled 
descending o/- 
dear-me or I'm so 
weary. Has a call 
of ¢seep and a loud 
metallic ck. Sings 
continuously in summer. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. In small family groups 
after nesting season. Forms winter flocks with other species, 
especially White-crowned Sparrows. Relatively tame and 
curious, it will come to pishing and squeaking by birders. 
Forages for food on ground and in low foliage. Eats seeds, 
insects, flowers, buds, small seedlings, and some fruits and 
berries. Flocks show site fidelity to wintering territory. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Estimated 
incubation 11-14 days by female. Young altricial; brooded by 
female; stay in nest estimated 7-12 days, fed by both sexes. 

1 brood per year. 

@ POPULATION Fairly common in montane thickets, boreal 
bogs, dwarf conifers, and brushy 
canyons. Winters in brushy 
thickets and woodland tangles. 
Casual in the East in winter. 

e¢ FEEDERS Will attend 
feeders for seeds. 


brownish back 
with blackish 
brown streaking 


black crown 
with broad 
yellow median 
forecromn 


dusky pink 
upper mandible 
and paler 


lower mandible 


Hanks 


gray face 


Flight Pattern 


Short flights with rapid wing beats 
alternating with brief periods of wings 


grayish brown 
breast, sides, and 


Specles Zoyotrichia atricapilla Length 7 inches Wingspan 9 75 inches 
BEA 


JUVENILE 


2 white 
wing bars 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


WHITE-CROWNED 
SPARROW 


~ Juvenile ® pink to 


orange-bill; brown- and 
tan-striped head; tan 
back with rufous-brown 
streaking; tan rump; 
grayish underparts; buff- 
washed supercilium. 


HOUSE SPARROW Q 
Shorter tail; lighter 
sandy brown overall; 
single white upper wing 
bar; black streaking on 
back; buffy eyebrow; no 
yellow crown patch. 


pulled to sides; repeated. 


LOCAtION ummm dy 


Shape wy 


0.9 x 0.7 inches. 


i 
Plumage Seyes similar 


LOCATION 


DATE 


TIME 


a eer Sticks, rootlets, moss, grass, leaves, and bark ¢ lined with feathers, grass, and 
Nest Identification eee be es one : 
mammal hair ® on ground, hidden in foliage and vines, sometimes on branch of 

small tree or bush @ 0-3 feet above ground ¢ built by female ¢ 3-5 creamy or 
pale bluish white eggs, with brown splotches; subelliptical to long subelliptical, 


Habitat @ ®& 2 Migration \igratory Weight 1 1 ounces 
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DARK-EYED JUNCO 


In 1973 the American Ornithologists’ Union grouped gray 
under one heading what was once considered five Upperpare 
different junco species. ‘Thus, the Dark-eyed 
Junco is composed of geographic races that differ 
in color and range but are closely related and 
have similar habits. All races of the species 
complex have white outer tail feathers; a 
black, gray, or brown hood; and white 
lower breast, belly, and undertail 
coverts. All have similar songs; 
all but one have a pink 


hood 


Ny white outer 


i tail feathers 
bill. Females tend to be 
paler and sometimes 
browner on the back. 
brownish 


Juveniles have 
streaked upperparts 
and underparts. 


¢ SONG Melodic trill, 
varied in pitch and 


gray hood 


brownish gray 


upperparts 


SLATE- 


bell-like sounds, similar 
to Chipping Sparrow. Call COLORED 
: FEMALE 


is abrasive dif produced with 
sucking smack. ‘Twitters in flight. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. In small family groups 

after breeding season. In spring and fall may join mixed- 
species foraging flocks; forms flocks in winter. Forages by 
gleaning from vegetation and scratching on ground. Hops. Eats 
seeds, grains, berries, insects, caterpillars, and some fruits; 
occasionally hawks flying insects. The larger males often winter 
farther north or at higher elevations than juveniles and females. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 11-13 days by female. Altricial young 
brooded by female; leave nest at 9-13 days, fed by both sexes. 
1—3 broods per year. 

® POPULATION Common to fairly common in coniferous and 
mixed conifer-deciduous forests 
and bogs; winter habitats vary. 
¢ FEEDERS Breadcrumbs, 
nuts, and seeds. 


© CONSERVATION 
Uncommon cowbird host. 
Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 
logging operations. 


Short flights with white outer tail feathers 
flashing conspicuously. Alternates several 
rapid wing beats with brief periods of 

wings pulled to sides. 


Family EMBERIZIDAE Species Juncy hyemalis | “eP8th 5.75-6.5 inches | WiNesPan 9 25_1() inches 


dark gray 


tempo and from dry Ze OREGON PINK-SIDED 
chip notes to tinkling a MALE MALE 


WHITE-WINGED GRAY-HEADED 
MALE 


SLATE- 
COLORED 
MALE 


SLATE-COLORED 
JUVENILE 


MALE 


YELLOW-EYED JUNCO 
Yellow eyes; black 
lores; rufous-trimmed 
greater coverts and 
tertials; gray head and 
nape; gray throat and 
underparts paler than 
head; white belly 

¢ limited southwest 
range. 


Grass, weeds, and leaves, with lining of fine grass, hair, and feathers ® on ground, 
sometimes in cavity, sheltered by bush, tree roots, log, occasionally in shrub or 
tree, 0-20 feet above ground ® male gathers materials and female builds 

¢ 3-6 whitish to bluish white eggs, with markings of brown and gray, sometimes 
concentrated at larger end; oval to short or long oval, 0.8 x 0.56 inches. 


TIME LOCATION 
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Family EMBERIZIDAE Species Cylarius mccownti Wingspan 1() inches 


=A 


MCCOWN’S LONGSPUR a 


During years of heavy rainfall, this inhabitant of arid short-grass 

plains will desert its nesting grounds. A monogamous species, 
males and females are often together, walking side by side. 
Winter males are similar to breeding females but 

show deeper chestnut in the median coverts MALE 
and more black in the breast band. 


black crown p 


buff- and brown- 


Winter females are buffy with broad circibed stout thick bill 
buffy eyebrows. Juveniles are paler upperparts eo Aisi and 
: ie 10 
with a scaly-backed look and és eae 
streaked heads and underparts. All chestnut lark mailer 


plumages show a white tail with a wing bar 
black inverted T-shaped pattern. 
e SONG High-spirited 
warbling and twittering 
on breeding grounds. 
Call sounds like dry 
rattle or double-noted 


stripe 


black crescent 
on breast 


gray sides 
and nape 


white 


churrip-churrip. white face with pen meee , 

¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs tan auriculars WINTER 
: any 4 he 

on breeding grounds. eae is MALE 


: e wing har 
Forms large flocks in 


winter. Forages on 
ground and makes daily 


| white tail 


MISECS to Water, buff-tipped feathers 7 

including irrigation produce scalloped marked with dark f 

reservoirs, with effect on brown inverted T shape EE 
i breast FEMALE 


other species. Eats 

weed seeds, variety of 

insects, and caterpillars. FEMALE 

Frequents drier prairies and stubble fields 

than other longspurs. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12 days by female. Altricial young SS ee 

brooded by both sexes; stay in nest 10-12 days, fed by both E>. sacle wichdiaciam 

sexes; remain with parents 3 more weeks. 2 broods per year. “.. mottling on breast and 

© POPULATION Fairly common locally. Stable, increase White Spot On BEuIEcs 

possible on dry short-grass prairies. Ranges have shrunk since 1800s. 

Casual to California coast and 

Flight Pattern southern Oregon. Accidental 

to East Coast. Rare in interior 

California and Nevada. 

@¢ CONSERVATION 

Uncommon cowbird host. 

Vulnerable to habitat loss. 


CHESTNUT-COLLARED 
LONGSPUR 

White tail with black 
triangle @ breeding male 
has black belly and 


Series of rapid wing beats alternating 
with brief periods of wings pulled to 


sides; repeated. 


Nest Identification 


Grass lined with occasional weeds, roots, and lichen ® in scrape on ground 
¢ scratched out by both and built by female ¢ 2-4 white to pale olive eggs, with 


Shape wy LOCATION gums Pare brown and lavender markings; oval, elliptical, or pyriform; 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat Migration Migratory Weight (). 8 ounce 


DATE ___ TIME LOCATION 
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Family E MBERIZIDAE Species Cofcarius lapponicus \*©°8h 6-7 inches | !MESP8 10,511.75 inches 


LAPLAND LONGSPL IR black crown, lores, cheeks, 


In winter this bird is commonly in the company of throat, and breast | 
Horned Larks, Snow Buntings, and other paps 
longspurs on barren snow-swept fields throughout ¢rown nape 
the north and central US, sometimes in large 
flocks. Resembling a House Sparrow, it is seen 
often. In all plumages the outer two tail 
feathers are partly white and partly black. 
Females are duller in color with rufous 
greater wing coverts and edging on the 
tertials, and a bold dark triangle outlines 
buff ear patches. Juveniles are similar to 
females but with heavy streaking on 
| the head, back, and underparts. 
| e SONG Liquid warbling 
| Bobolink-like song given in flight. 
| Call is melodious /ee-/ee-00 or tee-dle 
| or dry rattling drif-7-it. 
¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs or small 
family groups in summer. 
Forages on ground for insects 
and spiders; also eats seeds 
from grass and sedges; mostly ran auriculars © 
| weed seeds in winter. Migrates — 20rdered 
in flocks in late fall and early blackish 
spring. Flocks number in the — pfespyyt nape 
thousands on US wintering with blackish 
grounds. Courting tundra male ‘7¢¢4ig 
may sing while chasing female 
on ground; gives skylarking 
flight song, rising from ground in 
front of female, singing above her, 
and gliding back down with tail and 
| wings spread. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. ck chen eda 
¢ NESTING Incubation 10-14 days by female. mm tcer web vinall dita 
Young altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest 8-10 days, fed bill; buffy supercilium. 
by both sexes. Fledglings are divided equally between the 
sexes; each tends its half of the 
brood. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common to 
abundant on arctic tundra in 
summer; prairies, grassy fields, 
stubble fields, and dune areas 
along shorelines. Widespread. 


broad white 
stripe extends 
from eye to sides 
of breast 


white 
underparts with 
black streaking 
on sides and 


flanks 


blackish brown 
(TOWN 


-_ ae 4 
WINTER WINTER 
MALE FEMALE 


broad white 
supercilium 


SMITH'S LONGSPUR 
Winter @ rich buff nape 
and underparts; thin 
dusky streaking on 
underparts; white 
FEMALE shoulder patch, often 
hidden; 2 white outer 
tail feathers tipped 


Rapid wing beats alternating with brief 
periods of wings pulled to sides. 


2 ee 
ali 


Fine grass and feathers ¢ lined with grass and moss ® in scrape or shallow 


depression ® built by female * 4-7 greenish white to pale gray-green eggs, with 


Shape @ Location sams 


brown and black markings; elliptical to oval, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat uf Ne Migration Migratory Weight 1.0 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family EMBERIZIDAE Length 5.75-6.5 inches | Wingspan 49_11 inches 


SMITH’S LONGSPUR 


This bird is most often observed during winter es head 
months, foraging in pastures and other open with white ear patch 

é : entirely bordered by black 
areas, including airports, in the Midwest and 
farther south. Winter flocks often do not “1 

: ; ; buff-colored nape 

closely associate with other foraging longspurs, and underparts 
pipits, or Horned Larks. Smith’s Longspur 1s 
not wary and allows close approach, but if 
pushed to flight the birds fly up in a zigzag, 


thin bill 


giving clicking call notes. ‘he white outer MALE 
tail feathers bordering the black tail are 

conspicuous in flight. wie 

¢ SONG Generally heard in spring shoulder patch 


migration and around breeding 
grounds. Series of rapid sweet 
melodious warbles ending in 
wee-chew!, like the ending of a 
Chestnut-sided Warbler’s song. 
Call sounds like a dry tuckling rattle. 
¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs on 
breeding grounds in arctic tundra. 
In small flocks, pairs, or as brown-streaked 
individuals on wintering ia i 
grounds. Somewhat broad buffy 
secretive but tame thin brown supercitium 
and easily approached. CO MAE 
On tundra, eats seeds, 
insects, and spiders. 
Feeds mostly on seeds 
in winter. Seldom 
seen by biologists or 
birders due to high 
arctic breeding range 
and inconspicuous flock 
size, so its biology is poorly known. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 
e NESTING Incubation 11-13 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; leave nest at 7—9 days, with flight 14 days 
later, fed by both sexes. 1 brood 


Flight Pattern ai, it 

¢ POPULATION Generally 
Ar ArAN | 4TS + uncommon, especially in 

' migration and winter. Casual 


Swift erratic zigzag flight when flushed, vagrant to the Atlantic Coast. 


then undulating flight with series of rapid : ' 1-1: . 
ee yee ee Casual to California. 
wing beats alternating with brief periods 


of wings pulled to sides. 


Nest Identification Lichen, animal hair, and feathers ® lined with grass and sedge ® on ground in 


shallow depression ® built by female * 4-6 pale tan to pale green eggs, with 
lavender and dark brown markings, or grayish eggs, marked with dark brown 
and lavender; subelliptical to short subelliptical, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Migration Migratory Weight 1.0 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


e yellowish legs 
and feet 


$e black tail bordered 
by 2 mostly white 
outermost tail feathers 


WINTER WINTER 


wiBns ay ree 
dusky auriculars MALE FEMALE 


bordered dark 


brown 


LAPLAND LONGSPUR 
Winter plumage @ white 
underparts; black legs 
and feet; thick pinkish 
bill with black tip; 
rufous greater coverts; 
outer 2 tail feathers 
black-and-white 

® winter male has 
scalloped blackish bib; 
streaked black crown. 


buffy underparts — 
with thin dark 
brown streaking 


FEMALE 


Shape @ Location ummm 
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Family EMBERIZIDAE Species Cy/rarins ornatus | “©°8Y 5,756.5 inches | WiM8SPAN 1910.75 inches 


CHESTNUT-COLLARED LONGSPUR 


All the longspurs are named for the long claw on their hind 
toe. The male is conspicuous as it rises from the ground, 
circles and sings above its territory, then glides 


black-and- 
white head 


to land with wings extended above its 
back. Males may repeat this several 

: times before landing. In flight the 
| white tail with its black terminal 

| triangle is distinctive. 

| e SONG Soft sweet tumbling 
warble, similar to song of 
Western Meadowlark, given 
| only on breeding grounds. 
Call is nasal £7¢-Za/, kit-tal. 

¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs or 
small family groups in 
summer. Flocks can number 
more than 100 birds in winter, 
often including pipits and 
Horned Larks. Eats weed seeds 
and insects. Males may attack 

| other birds and ground squirrels 
that approach the nest. Female 
has unique distraction display 
when intruders close to nest, 
fluttering 2—3 feet into air in 
aerial “jumps.” 

¢ BREEDING 
Monogamous. Solitary. 


e NESTING Incubation 


single 


very short 
primary 
projection 


whitish buff 


underparts 


down on rapidly beating wings, hanging as if 


white e— x 
wing bar 


chestnut 


collar 


buffy yellow face 


bold black breast 


streaked with 
Magi ete and upper belly 


black, buff, 
and brown y 


oe 


MALE 


yY 


whitish undertail MALE 
coverts and 


lower belly 


WINTER 
FEMALE 


white tail 
with blackish 


triangle 


a MCCOWN’S LONGSPUR 
chestnut wash : Gray hindneck; white 


P On nape 

buff upperparts 
with brownish 
streaking 


face with black malar 

mark; black crescent on 

chest; white underparts; 
~ chestnut wing bar; 
white tail with inverted 
black ‘T; larger heavy 
pink bill; longer primary 
projection ® females 
and winter-plumaged 


10-13 days by female. 
Young altricial; brooded 
by female; stay in nest 
10 days, first flight at 
9-14 days, fed by both 
sexes. 2 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common in moist upland prairies; 


winters in grassy and stubble 
Flight Pattern 


with faint 


‘ birds have tail pattern 
Streaking 


of breeding male; white 
underparts without 

oe wm streaking; buffy wash on 
FEMALE sides and flanks 
e winter male has 


mottled blackish chest. 


fields. In migration, casual east 
and west of range. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Uncommon host to cowbird 
parasitism. Vulnerable to habitat 
loss due to agriculture and 
development in habitat. 


Swift flight on rapidly beating wings 
alternating with brief periods of wings 
pulled to sides. 


. Nest Identification 


Shape egy 


Grass ® lined with finer grass and sometimes with feathers and hair ® in 
hollow on ground, usually hidden in grasses ® built by female ¢ 4-5 whitish 
eggs, marked with brown, black, and purple, occasionally wreathed; oval, 
0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Location mums wee 


a 


) 
Plumage Sexes differ eo Migration \{igratory Weight (7 ounce 


DATE 


TIME LOCATION 
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Family EMBERIZIDAE SPeCles Plectrophenax nivalis 


Length 6,257.25 inches 


S NOW B UNTI N G white head and 
v4 shoulders 


Wingspan | 2_13 inches 


"This bird can survive temperatures ‘as low as 
fifty-eight degrees below zero and often 
tunnels in the snow in the shelter of 

grass tussocks or shrubs to keep biack 
warm. When seen in flight from hill 
below, it often appears completely 

white, like a large snowflake. Males have 

a white rump. Nonbreeding females have 

a cinnamon rump and shoulders. 

¢ SONG Series of bold repetitive high 
trilling musical notes. Sings only on ais 
breeding grounds, usually in fluttering saderbarts 
display flight and from the ground. Call is 
whistling few. 

® BEHAVIOR In pairs on breeding 
grounds. Fledged young quickly 


form foraging flocks when brownish 

. gray-black — streaking on 

independent of oC eee. 
Ss upperparts white head 


black back 


MALE 


long black-and- 


white wings 


black tail with white 
outer tail feathers 


Similar Birds 


parental care. long black- tinged with — -—— 
Gregarious after and-white brown McKay's BUNTING 


: . WINES @ Alaska range 
breeding, often | 


roosting, traveling, 

and feeding in large 
flocks. Frequently 
bathes in snow. Forages 
on ground for seeds, 
insects, and caterpillars. 
Coastal birds also feed on small 
crustaceans and mollusks. Joins other 
open-landscape bird species 1n winter, including 
Lapland Longspurs and Horned Larks. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Pairs. 


e NESTING Incubation 10-16 days by female. Young ge 
ae s ee : : ia : with cinnamon crown, 
altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest 10-17 days, ann Su. washes of chnmamonren 
fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year; birds in the INI ER upperparts, and yellow- 
. Sa ‘ 22 5 PLUMAGE orange bill 
southern limits of range occasionally have 2 broods. aia a 
e¢ POPULATION Fairly common in summer on arctic 
rocky shores, dry 
Flight Pattern tundra, cliffs, and talus slopes; 
winters in stubble fields, grassy 
fields, and on coastal beaches 
and around sand dunes. 


e BIRDHOUSES Will build 
nest in birdhouses. 


° breeding male 
completely white 
except tor fine black 
streaking on forecrown; 
black tips to central tail 
feathers; black distal 


white 
underparts 


half of primaries and 
tertials; heavy black bill 
¢ breeding female is 
similar but shows black 


FEMALE 


chevrons on shoulders; 
black spot on nape; 
more black on central 
tail feathers © winter 
plumage similar to 
breeding plumage but 


Swift flight on rapidly beating wings 
alternating with brief periods of wings 


pulled to sides. 


Grass and moss with lining of grasses, mammal hair, and feathers * under grassy 


tussock or in crevice of rock or cliff; in nest boxes, buildings, empty oil barrels, 
Shape Vv ia om ; ; entice : 
Pe & ig and other artificial structures ¢ built by female * 4—7 whitish to light blue-green 


Location z ii eggs with brown and black markings: subelliptical, 0.9 x 0.7 inches. 
7 =z be 
1g iS e 


Plumage Seyes differ Habitat Migration Migratory Weight 1.5 ounces 


DATE __ TIME LOCATION 
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| Family CARDINALIDAE Species Rjgdorhraupis celaeno | +8 8.5 inches Wingspan 13 inches 
e | 


CRIMSON-COLLARED GROSBEAK 


‘This bird is easy to identify by the male’s bold crimson 
collar contrasting with its black head and chest, but 
its shy manner makes tt difficult to spot. A native 
of northeastern Mexico, it sometimes winters 
in the lower Rio Grande Valley of southern 
‘Texas. Juveniles are similar to adult females win ce 


bla Y 4 head 
and chest i 
ei pinkish red 


@ hind collar 


blackish 
® upperparts 


but the sooty black is primarily restricted bill 

to the face and throat. By their second 

spring juvenile males show olive blackish wings MALE 
upperparts and a black face and chest with 2 narrow 


black rump 


@ and tail 


eae A ‘ reddish wing bars 
similar to that of the adult female, but PG Ce 


the underparts have reddish pink and 
black patches and the tail and tertials 
show some black. pinkish red ¢ 
e SONG Rich slightly burry warble underparts 
with upslurred ending, /w7/-/wert-/eer- 
twerty-dur, similar to that of the 
Northern Cardinal. Call is thin shrill 
up-and-down see-/-ya. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 
May join mixed foraging flocks. 


black head and 
upper chest 


e bla kish 
wash on flanks 


and belly 


~e stubby 


black bill 


olive 
upperparts @ 


Shysretining. Forages hich to 2ygrr00 
low in second growth and yellowish 
; brushy woodland. Skulks on wing bars Similar Birds 


ground or in low vegetation. 
Gleans from ground, 
twigs, flowers, and 


\UDUBON’S ORIOLE Gt 
Similar to female 


Crimson-collared 


Grosbeak ¢ larger: long 


foliage. Eats seeds, 


i, . . 

; olive wings thin dark bill; black 
berries, fruits, insects, and tail FEMALE upper mandible and 

| and larvae. May raise oe nell a nen ae 
. : , mandible; black heac 

| feathers on back of crown. olive-yellowish lower @ and chest; yellow-olive 

| ® BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. chest and underparts upperparts; rich lemon- 

| INR : : ae vellow underparts; 
: ¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Estimated freee 
' incubation 11-13 days by female. Young altricial; brooded by white wing bar; long 


female; stay in nest estimated 9-12 days, fed by both sexes. black tail; blue-gray legs 
1—Z broods per year. and feet. 


; ¢ POPULATION Uncommon in native range. Casual in the lower 
Rio Grande Valley area in the 
southeastern part of ‘Texas. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 
agriculture and development. 
Extent of cowbird parasitism 
remains undetermined. 


Short flights within vegetation and below 
canopy; rapid wing beats alternating with 
brief periods of wings pulled to sides. 


Nest Identification fir. Ra ee 
Bulky © grasses and twigs, with lining of finer materials ¢ in bush, tangled vines, 


or sometimes low in tree @ built by female ® 2-3 light grayish blue eggs, with 


Shape wy Location ie flecks of brown; oval, 0.85 x 0.66 inches. 


! 
Plumage Sexes differ Habitat @ 6.8 « Migration Nionmigratory | Wel€ Undetermined 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family CARDINALIDAE Species Cyrdinalis cardinalis \+©°8h 7.59.25 inches | Wingspan 10_12 inches” 
|| 


NORTHERN CARDINAL 

The official bird of seven US states sings a variety of 
cheerful melodies year-round. ‘The male fights other birds to 
defend his territory and sometimes tries to attack his own 
reflection in windows, automobile mirrors, chrome, and 
hubcaps. Having adapted to suburban areas, these birds 
visit backyard feeders regularly and sometimes take 
food from the hand. Juveniles resemble the adult 


accentuated 
crest 


black mask 
through eyes 
cone-shaped 


reddish bill 


female but have a blackish instead of reddish bill. black patch 
_ — ’ at base of bill 

e SONG Variable. Variety of gurgling and clear pions Ofip 

whistled melodies. More than 25 different songs. throat 

Best-known phrases include whoit cheer, whoit cheer, 

cheer-cheer-cheer; cheer, whoit-whoit-whot-whoit; wheat- 

wheat-wheat-wheat; and bir-dy, bir-dy, bir-dy, bir-dy. 

Female in courtship duets with male red overall 

after territory is established and 

prior to nesting. Call is red tip ¢ buffy golden MALE 


brown head and 
underparts 


buffy olive 
upperparts 


abrasive metallic zp or pik. dusky lores 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or @”2 U1 at 
; ‘ . dn base of bill 
in pairs during breeding 
season. Gregarious at other 
times, forming flocks in 
winter or joining mixed- 
species foraging flocks. 
Forages in trees, bushes, 


FEMALE 


buff-brown @—= 
underparts 


JUVENILE 


and on ground. Eats insects, 
seeds, grains, fruits, and snails. 
Drinks sap from holes drilled by red wash on Similar Birds 


wings and tail ie 
sapsuckers. Hops rather than walks on ground. me 


@ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. Male feeds 
female during courtship and while incubating. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-13 days, mostly by female. Young 


PYRRHULOXIA Q 
Resembles female and 
juvenile Northern 
Cardinal; stubby sharply 
curved yellowish bill; 


altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest 9-11 days, fed by both red eye ring; red tip to 
sexes. Male may continue to tend fledglings while female long eray eres te ayien 

Se gs Ss ath te hg wet upperparts; red edging 
begins incubating new set of eggs. 2-4 broods per year. fo printaniesmecien 
¢ POPULATION Abundant and widespread in woodland wash on throat and 


: : : underparts. 
edges, undergrowth, thickets, and residential areas. Range has =e 


expanded north in the last century, partly due to increase of 
feeding stations. Casual in West. 
¢ FEEDERS Cracked corn, 
sunflower seeds, birdseed. Will 
bathe in birdbaths. 
@ CONSERVATION Common 
cowbird host, especially in the 
central portion of its range. 


Short flight just above vegetation or below 
canopy; rapidly beating wings alternate 


with brief periods of wings pulled to sides. 
‘Twigs, weeds, grass, bark strips, and leaves ¢ lined with hair and grass ® in 
fork of low tree or bush or set in tangled twigs or vines ® usually less than 


Nest Identification 
5 feet above ground (but up to 15 feet) ® built by female ¢ 3-4 pale greenish, 


Shape way Location bail dy Be bluish, or grayish eggs with dots and flecks of gray, purple, and brown; oval, 
i 1.0 x 0.7 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ. |'@°et@® « 9.8 Migration Nonmigratory | “'8ht 1.6 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION __ 
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Species Cyrdinalis sinuatus | “©"8th 8.75 inches | “!8SP8N 11.25 inches 
] 


Family CARDINALIDAE 


PYRRHULOXIA 


‘This long-crested bird of southwestern North America 
and Mexico looks like a gray cardinal with a parrotlike 
bill. Both the male and female aggressively defend their 
two- to three-acre territory until it is established, 
whereupon it becomes the duty of the male to 
maintain it. The female is similar to the male but 
has a buffy gray breast, a red tip to her gray crest, 
red washes on her throat and the midline of her 
breast and belly, and red edging to her 
primaries. In winter the yellow bill of both 
sexes turns grayish yellow. In flight the 
underwing coverts flash red. 

e SONG Varied series of rich loud 
whistles, chewee, chewee, chewee; 
wheet-wheet-wheet, very 
similar to Northern 
Cardinal. Call is 
sharp metallic 

plik or chink. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary 

or in pairs during breeding 
season. Gregarious at other 
times, forming flocks in 
winter. Often joins mixed- 
species foraging flocks in 
winter. Forages for food in 


CONSPICUOUS 
red-tipped 


gray crest 


gray head, back, 


and upperparts 


dark gray wings 
with red edging 
on primaries ° 


red tail feathers 


red-tipped 


gray crest 


thick stubby 
sharply decurved 
yellow bill 


red 
eye ring 


: i buff-gray 
trees, bushes, and on eae aed 
ground but spends much underparts 


time on ground, where it hops 

instead of walks. Eats flower 

spikes, various fruits, berries, 

seeds, insects, and larvae. Male 

sings from exposed perch. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 14 days by 
female. Young altricial; brooded by female; 
leave nest at 10-11 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly 
Flight Pattern 


FEMALE 


common in thorn scrub, arid 
brushlands, mesquite thickets, 
and ranchlands. 

e FEEDERS Will come to 
feeders and birdbaths. 

© CONSERVATION 
Uncommon cowbird host. 


Short flights low over vegetation, with 
rapid wing beats alternating with brief 
periods of wings pulled to sides. 


Nest Identification 


Shape wy 


Plumage Sexes differ 


DATE 


Location pe 


oval, 1.0 x 0.7 inches. 


TIME LOCATION 


Thorny twigs, weeds, grass, and bark pieces, lined with rootlets and fine 
materials @ in shrub or thicket ¢ 5-15 feet above ground ® built by female 
¢ 3-4 grayish white or greenish white eggs with brown dots and flecks; 


os 
| 
| 


» red face 


thick stubby 


yellow bill 


red mottling 
from throat to 
center of belly 


pale gray 
underparts 


MALE 


NORTHERN (¢ ‘ARDINALG 
Female and juvenile 
have buffy olive 


upperparts; red wings, 
wing coverts, and tail; 
buffy olive crest with 
reddish tip; dusky lores 
and patch at base of bill; 
buffy brown underparts 

¢ female has cone-shaped 
reddish bill ® juvenile has 
cone-shaped blackish bill. 


Habitat p> gy, _| Migration Nonmigratory Weight 1.3 ounces 


sharply curved 


680 ¢ BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


Family CARDINALIDAE 


ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK 

‘This bird’s clear notes are delivered in robinlike phrases, but 
the song is sweet. Males sing constantly, even while sparring 
to win a female. In flight the male shows rosy red wing 
linings and white rump; females flash yellow wing 


black head 
and back ¢ 


white or buff- 
» colored bill 


linings. First fall males have less streaking on white soulier 
underparts than females, buffy wash across patch 


the breast, and rose-red wing linings. white wing 
First spring males are similar oa 
to adult males but with 
brown edges to the 
black plumage. 

¢ SONG Rich warbled 
melodious phrases 
interspersed with 

call notes. Squeaky 
abrasive call, eek. Pa ee 
+d BEHAVIOR A ple ie 10 
Solitary or in pairs outer tail feathers 
in breeding season. * a 
Flocks in migration Shien wee 


and winter. Forages fe evebrowm UTOUNISh 
upperparts with 


black uppertail ~© black throat 
COVEITS boldl y 


tipped black 


white underparts with 
rosy red triangular 
patch on breast 


JUVENILE 
MALE 


in trees, shrubs, and 

mee e ; @ dark streaking a, 
on ground. Eats seeds, 3% ’ | 2 broad white wing 
insects, caterpillars, yi bars a yellowish . 

Bes . i ——_@ wg linings *IRST SPRING 
tree flowers, fruits, and = white i oe Maree 
berries. Hover gleans ie a 

: ; Nd throat 
high in trees at branch =“ = 
tips; females more FEMALE whitish to buff Similar Birds 


underparts with 
brownish streaking 


BLACK-HEADED 
GROSBEAK Y 
Buff to white 


often than males. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

Male and female rub bills to display affection during courtship. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 13-14 days by both sexes. Altricial 

young brooded by both sexes, more by female; stay in nest 

9-12 days, fed by both sexes. Male may tend while female 

begins second nesting. |—2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common in deciduous 

forest, woodland, and second growth. Rare migrant in West. Rare to 
accidental in winter on southern 

Flight Pattern California coast. 

¢ FEEDERS Use increases 

during migration. 

© CONSERVATION 

Neotropical migrant. Common 

cowbird host. Vulnerable to 

habitat loss due to logging. 


supercilium; pale 


cinnamon chest with 


fine streaking on sides 


and flanks; upperparts 


have buffy mottling and 


streaking; lemon-yellow 


underwing coverts. 


Swift flight on rapidly beating wings with 


brief periods of wings pulled to sides | 


est Identification 


Shape @y Location a a 


N 


‘Twigs, weeds, and leaves ® lined with fine twigs, rootlets, and mammal hair ¢ 1n 
vines, low tree, or shrub, 5—15 feet above ground (but up to 50 feet) ¢ built 
mostly by female, but male helps ¢ 3-5 light greenish or bluish eggs marked 


with reddish brown; oval, 1.0 x 0.7 inches. 


DATE, ys TIME LOCATION _____ 


Species Pheycticus ludovicianus \*©°8N 78.5 inches | Winéspan 4213 inches 


Plumage Sexes differ | Habitat ® 9.8 Migration Mioratory Weight 16 ounces 
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Family CARDINALIDAE _ | SP€°!€S Pheucticus melanocephalus \*°°8X 7-8.5 inches | W!"8SP89 12_13 inches 


| BLACK-HEADED GROSBEAK a 


black head | 


Easily observed in western woodlands, this tame 
bird attends feeders and sometimes takes food 
from the hand. Both sexes aggressively 
defend their territory from other grosbeaks. 
Lemon wing linings are conspicuous 1n 
flight. First fall males have rich 
cinnamon-buff underparts, blackish 

| brown cheek patches, white eyebrow 2 white 
and mustache, and white ups to tertials. wing bars 
e SONG Rich back-and-forth series of white patch at 
warbled phrases, robinlike. Similar to base of primaries 


cinnamon-orange hind 
collar and postocular stripe 


large dark 


heal bal black upperparts 


N\ with brown edging 
‘ i) feathe TS 


Rose-breasted Grosbeak but lower 
pitched. Female sings less with more eae eS cinnamon 
Nia 5 ; : RB 7U//11/) 
variations. Call is high squeaky p//é. underparts “ss 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs 
in breeding season, Gregarious in beiecack bed inal 
migration and winter; may form upperparts with 
flocks. Forages in trees, bushes, dark streaking 
and on ground. Eats seeds, 


white median 


: ‘ ; rown stripe black tail with white «~ 
insects, caterpillars, berries, OSE: ne ee 
ae See _ inner webs to outer 
and fruits. Some hybridize white supercilium tail feathers 


with Rose-breasted he ow mustache 
5 ‘ = D edie 
Grosbeak where aS 2 whit 
: wing bars 
ranges overlap in 
Great Plains. Both 


pale cinnamon 
throat and 


é underparts or 
| sexes may sing Ss , ce JUVENILE 
“whisper” songs lemon wash Psi : : MALE 
while incubating on belly , a ee . 
: ‘ white @ Similar Birds 
and brooding. : oe 
: fine brown # undertail : 
¢ BREEDING streaks on sides Peuaie coverts ~~ nice she ae 
. 4K / 4 sROS KRY 
| , . Oonlitary md flanks si cae al i 
Monogamous. Solitary. aNd Hanks ~~ Heavier streaked white 


to buffy underparts; 


¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by both sexes. Altricial 
young brooded by both sexes, more by female; stay in nest 
11-12 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common in open 
woodlands, especially pine-oak and oak, forest edge, and 
riparian woodlands. Casual in migration and winter to the Midwest 
and the East. 

Flight Pattern ¢ FEEDERS Various seeds. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 
Uncommon cowbird host. 
Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 


darker upperparts; 


brown edging to 


teathers on back; gray to 


pale creamy pink bill; 


paler upper mandible. 


Short flights with rapid wing beats 
alternating with brief periods of wings logging and fires. 
pulled to sides. 


Nest Identification Sticks, weeds, rootlets, and pine needles, lined with finer materials @ in dense 


part of tree or shrub, usually near water, about 4-25 feet above ground ® built by 


female ¢ 3—4 light greenish or bluish eggs dotted with reddish brown; oval, 


Shape Location 
ww = ba 1.0 x 0.7 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ | Habitat ag @, Migration \ fioratory Weight 1.5 ounces 
z £ ) 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family CARDINALIDAE Species Cyanocompsa parellina | ©"8 5.5 inches Wingspan g 5 inches 


BLUE BUNTING ea 
paler blue forecrown, | 
Strays of this tropical bird /apercilinm, malar | 
occasionally find their way to region, and shoulder 
the lower Rio Grande Valley of 
southern ‘Texas during the 
winter months. ‘The lack of 
chestnut wing bars and 
its smaller size set ak 
ett . thick strongly 
this bird apart from nner 
the Blue Grosbeak; 
the darker and more 
contrasting colors combined 
with a thicker bill with a strongly 
curved culmen distinguish it from the 
Indigo Bunting. Except for call notes, 
these winter visitors usually are silent, 
making them more difficult to detect in 
the scrubby thickets and brushy 
woodlands they frequent. Males 
have a paler blue forecrown, 
supercilium, malar mark, 
shoulder, and rump. Juveniles thick strongly 
are similar to adult females. curved bill 
e SONG Varied plaintive trilling 
of seeyou, Seeyou, Seeyee-SUuce-SI-SI-SeE, 
with 1—2 introductory notes 
followed by a trill then fading 
away. Call is metallic chink. 
® BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 
Shy and retiring. Spends time low 
in the brushy forest understory, 
dense scrubby thickets, and on 


—e deep blue 
overall 


Ls warm brown BLUE GROSBEAK 3 
overall with * Larger; chestnut wing 


slightly darker bars; heavy conical bill. 


e upperparts 


INDIGO BUNTING 
Smaller, less curved bill 
e male shows less 
contrast in colors, being 
brighter_blue overall 
with dark lores © female 


and juvenile are brown 


PTO . + ages ( seeds . rerall: nale 2TH: 
Src und. For Ages for seeds, EMALE ® pale cinnamon overall; paler underparts, 
insects, and insect larvae. a brown underparts — especially on chin and 
ENT: ‘ Voy “yy re thy oe belly; faint streaking 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. with paler throat ee ee 
aa j : and belly underparts; 2 indistinct 
e NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. wing bars. 
Estimated incubation by female 11-13 days. Altricial young 
brooded by female; stay in nest estimated 10-12 days, fed by ic 5 
both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. ae Bae 


; a ees (Si 
‘ e Pp >) ai T T ? > \ oat gs "Dx 
Flight Pattern POPULATION Rare in ¢ weeny 
North America in south ‘Texas bh. pfs ON 
along the Mexican border. ; was e 
e FEEDERS Small seeds. 
= ae eC SERVATION Exte ; 
Typically, short flight with rapid wing CONSERVAT ION Extent of 
beats alternating with brief periods of cowbird parasitism has not been 
wings pulled to sides. well documented. 


Nest Identification thet oats, Lash 
Grasses and rootlets, with lining of finer materials ® in bush or low in small 


tree ® built by female ¢ 2 plain pale bluish white eggs; oval to short oval, 


Shape qq Location agi a (0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat @ am ot Migration Nonmigratory. | We'8ht 0.5 ounce 


DATE _ TIME LOCATION 


| 
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Family GARDINALIDAE Species Gyjraca caerulea \ 8h 6.25-7.5 inches | WinesPan 10.5_11.5 inches 


BLUE GROSBEAK 


Often seen flocking in southern fields in spring, this 

erosbeak, with its deep blue plumage, may appear MALE 
black from a distance or on a cloudy day. Not shy, it 
hops on the ground, wagging or spreading its tail, 
and sings from a conspicuous perch. In nesting 
season the male attacks other pairs to defend — blackish wings 
its territory. Females may be mistaken for and tail 
female Brown-headed Cowbirds, but the 
large triangular bill and brown wing bars 
are distinctive, as is their behavior of 
raising a slight crest and flicking and 
spreading their tails. Females have a 
gray-brown rump that can show a 

bluish cast. 

e SONG Series of deep rich 

slightly scratchy warbles 

that rise and fall in pitch, 

resembling the Purple Pa ny 
Finch. Call is explosive | streaking on back 
metallic pink. 


deep rich 
blue overall 


cia 


dull brown 4. 
oe 2 clmnnaMNON TO 
overall 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary : Bee om 


or in pairs during 

breeding season. paler 

More gregarious cinnamon buff 
in other seasons; on throat 
forms flocks. Hops 
on ground to forage; 
gleans from weeds, 
bushes, and low in trees. 

Eats mostly insects in summer; also 
fruits, seeds, grains, and land snails. May fly considerable 
distances across fields from one song perch to the next. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 11-12 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; leave nest at 9-10 days, fed mostly by 
female. 2 broods per year. 


cinnamon buff 
underparts 


FEMALE 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon to fairly common in overgrown 
fields, riparian thickets, brushy 
rural roadsides, and woodland 
edges. Range is expanding in 
central and northeastern US. 
e¢ FEEDERS Seeds and grains. 
Swift flight with rapid wing beats ¢ CONSERVATION 
alternating with brief periods of wings Neotropical migrant. Fairly 
pulled to sides. common cowbird host. 


black lores and 
face around 


base of bill ¢ 


thick conical 
bill with blackish 
upper mandible 
and silver-gray 
lower mandible 


Ne 2 chestnut 
wing bars 


FIRST 
SPRING MALE 


INDIGO BUNTING 
Smaller; bright blue 
overall; smaller bill; 
lacks chestnut wing 
bars ® female is smaller 
with smaller bill; brown 
overall with faint 
streaking on breast and 
narrow brown wing 
bars. 


BLUE BUNTING 
Smaller; blue-black 
overall; smaller bill with 
rounded culmen; lacks 
chestnut wing bars 

¢ female has brown 
plumage overall; lacks 
wing bars ® casual in 


Nest Identification ‘Twigs, weeds, rootlets, snakeskin, leaves, bark, bits of paper, and string, with 


lining of finer materials ® low in tree, bush, or weed clump ® 3-12 feet above 


A e j 1 female e 3—S ]} > eOoOo Ca ‘ y arke 1 me 
Shape | Location ae a: ground ¢ built by female ¢ 3-5 light blue eggs occasionally marked with brown; 


oval, 0.9 x 0.7 inches. 


Emenee Sexes differ |'abiet@ « © Migration Migratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Weight 1.0 ounce 
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Family CARDINALIDAE Species Passerina amoena | “®t 5 255.75 inches | Wingspan 8_9 inches 


LAZULI BUNTING 


‘This small turquoise bird is the western counterpart to 
the Indigo Bunting of eastern North America. Seen in 
open forests, riparian thickets, chaparral, and arid 


bright turquoise 
throat, head, and 
upperparts 


brushy canyons, the male sings to claim his territory thick 
; ‘ oo hen, ge ; conical bill 
and spreads and flutters his wings to show off his MALE 
black lores 


plumage and attract females. The winter plumage 
of the male shows the blue on its head and 
upperparts heavily washed with brown. 


2 broad white 


wing bars cinnamon 


e SONG Various phrases, some paired and upper breast 
somewhat buzzy, see-see-sweer, SWeCE-XCC-SCC-VEY. 
Call is “wet” plik. 

e BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs during 
breeding season. Gregarious at other 
times, in flocks and mixed-species 
foraging flocks with other buntings 
and sparrows. Forages on 
ground and low in trees 
and bushes. Eats mainly 
seeds; also insects and 
caterpillars, especially 


white underparts 
with cinnamon 
wash on flanks 


blackish 
wings and tail 
with blue-edeed 
Slight feathers 


JUVENILE 


grayish brown 
head and 


in summer. At end thick ; upperparts 2 pate buffy 

onic wing bars 

of breeding season chides wing Var 
ps bill ; 


many join flocks and 
move to higher 
elevations. Hybrids 
occur where range 
overlaps with Indigo 
Bunting. Aggressively 
defends territory. 

¢ BREEDING Mostly 
monogamous; some 
males polygamous. 


buff wash © 
on throat 
and breast 


FEMALE 


e NESTING Incubation 12 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 10-12 days, fed by both sexes, 
3 broods per year. 


but female does more. 2— 


@ POPULATION Fairly common. Logging and agricultural 
change in 20th century promoted range and population expansion. 
oS b, Ss 


Flight Pattern 


Typically, short flights on rapidly beating 
wings alternating with brief periods of 


wings pulled to sides. 


Nest Identification 


Shape ww 


; , 
Location bai dy 


white underparts 


grayish blue 
uppertail coverts 
and rump 


FIRST 
SPRING MALE 


INDIGO BUNTING 
Male bright blue overall 


blackish wings * female lacks pale 
and tail with 
blue-edged flight 


fe athers 


wing bars; warm brown 
to pale buffy brown 
underparts; dusky 


streaking on chest. 


VARIED BUNTING Q 
Stubbier bill; lacks buff 
wash on flanks; lacks 
pale wing bars. 


Casual throughout the East. 

¢ FEEDERS Comes for small 
seeds and grains. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 
Uncommon host to parasitism 
by cowbirds. Disappearing due 
to development. 


Grass, weeds, and leaves, with lining of finer grass and mammal hair @ in fork of 
bush or small tree ¢ 2-4 feet above ground (but up to 10 feet) ¢ built by female 
¢ 3-5 plain pale bluish white eggs; short oval to oval, 0.8 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat .¢@ @ s ot a | Migration Mioratory Weight () 8 ounce 


DATE TIME_ 


LOCATION 
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Family CARDINALIDAE ‘Species Pascerina cyanea | “©°8N 5255.75 inches | WINEsPan 8_9 inches 


INDIGO BUNTING eee 
biue-purple | 


‘The male’s distinctive plumage looks blue in shten Je head 
sunlight and almost black in shade or backlighting. 
Populations are expanding with the creation of 

disturbed habitat after logging, highway and 

power line construction, and farmland deep-colored bright 
abandonment. Its breeding range now blue overall 
includes much of the Southwest. 


dark blue to 
black lores 


MALE 
e SONG Series of varied measured strident 
phrases, usually paired, swee/-sweer, sweerer- 
sweeter, here-here, often with an added trilled 
ending. Call is a “wet” spit or plig. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs during 
breeding season. Gregarious at other times; 
in flocks in winter, often with other 
buntings, sparrows, and finches. Forages 

in trees, shrubs, and on ground. Eats 
variety of insects and larvae, especially 

in summer; also dandelion seeds, 
weed seeds, grass seeds, small 
grains, and wild berries. Males 
defensive of territory; often 
engage in colorful chases 
with other males. 

¢ BREEDING 


blue edging to 
blackish wings 
and tail 


brown head and WINTER 
upperparts MALE 
? tawny buff 
wing bars 


Monogamous. pick BLUE GROSBEAK 
Solitary. Some throat and Larger; large triangular 
males polygynous underparts bill; tan wing bars. 
when outnumbered a oe . 

by females. washed chest tertials edged with : iy re a ei : ie 
¢ NESTING and flanks with contrasting buff brown overall; brow n 


ae: ? ave dusky streaks 
Incubation 12-14 days darker brown 


FEMALE 


rump; bill with more 
decurved culmen; 


by female. Young 


wings and tail with 


narrower tertial edges 


altricial; brooded by blue-edged feathers 


female; leave nest at 9-12 days, fed lacks streaking on 
mostly by female; some males bring food. 2 broods per year. ape epane, Weeks conn 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common to common. Abundant in 

some deciduous forest edges, old fields, clearings, and agricultural 
areas. Expanding. 

e FEEDERS Comes for small 
seeds and grains. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Common 
Short flight low over vegetation with rapid host to cowbird parasitism. 
wing beats alternating with brief periods Some habitat loss due to 

of wings pulled to sides. maturation of cut-over forests. 


with less buffy contrast; 


wing bars. 


Weeds, bark, and fine materials, lined with grass and leaves ® in weed clump, 
dense shrub, or low tree @ 1-15 feet above ground @ built by female * 3-4 pale 
bluish white to white eggs, sometimes with brown or purple spotting; short oval 


Shape Location 
ww = & My tetek to short subelliptical, 0.8 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat @ *.o & @ vw Migration Migratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family CARDINALIDAE 


VARIED BUNTING 


If this bird is seen in the open on a sunny day, 
the exquisite colors in the male’s breeding 
plumage are striking: varied reds, 
violet-blues, deep purples, and 

blacks. When seen from a distance or 
in poor light, however, it appears black 


grayish bill 


slightly curved 


deep violet-blue 


Species Pysserina versicolor | ‘P&M 55.5 inches | WiNESP89 88 5 inches __ 


EBA 


deep red nape 


blue-edged black 


wings and tail 


overall. In the molt to basic plumage face, crown, and royal blue 
following the breeding season, males hind collar Tap 
show brownish rather than plum-colored 

plumage, and the red nape is faded and plum-purple 

washed with browns, while the forecrown, throat, breast, 

face, and rump retain some blue. Juveniles was 

resemble females but show narrow buff wing deep purple on 


bars and a brighter brown body. 

¢ SONG Various high-pitched slightly scratchy 
thin warbles similar to the song of the Painted 
Bunting. Call is a “wet” spik. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs 
during breeding season. 
Solitary or in small groups 
at other times. Shy and 
secretive. Remains hidden 
in thickets close to ground 
and often distances itself 
from human habitation. 
Forages in low dense 
vegetation or on ground. 
‘Takes some insects but major diet ts 
seeds. Bonded pairs spend much time 
together. Male sings from exposed perch. 
Natural history 1s poorly studied. 

e BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 


e NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. 
Incubation 12-13 days by female. Young altricial; 


Lray-brown 
upperparts e 


faint bluish sheen on 
wings and tail 
ae. 


pale buff 


underparts @——*+ 
be ir 


brooded by female; stay in nest estimated 12 days, 


fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common locally in mesquite 


Flight Pattern 


chaparral, dry washes, and arid 
thorn scrub, often near water. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Rare host 
to cowbird parasitism. 
Vulnerable to habitat loss from 
agriculture and development. 


Short flights close to vegetation, with 
rapid wing beats alternating with brief 
periods of wings pulled to sides. 


lower belly and 


undertail coverts 


slightly curved 
grayish bill 


Similar Birds 


LAZULI BUNTING 2 
Gray-brown head and 
upperparts; white 
underparts; buffy wash 
on throat and breast; 
gray-blue rump; 2 
narrow buffy white 


wing bars. 


INDIGO BUNTING Q 
Brown head and 
upperparts; blue-tinged 
rump; tertials edged 
with buff; 2 tawny buff 
wing bars; whitish 


FEMALE 


throat and underparts; 

chest and flanks washed 
buffy brown with dusky 
streaks. 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


Nest Identification Stalks, grass, cotton, snakeskin, and paper, with lining of rootlets, grass, and 
hair @ in fork of low tree or bush, usually 2-10 feet above ground ® built by 


Shape qy Location ay i Ds 


DATE TIME 


both sexes ¢ 3-4 white to light blue eggs, characteristically unmarked; short to 
oval subelliptical, 0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat A oe a Migration Migratory Weight (4 ounce 


LOCATION 
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Family CARDINALIDAE Length 5_5 5 inches | Wingspan g_8 5 inches 


PAINTED BUNTING ar 


Flaunting one of the most brilliant plumages of all North Date 
; : ; Si nae deep blue-viole. . 
American songbirds, the male is easy to identify by the ie eee oo 
dark blue head, lime-green back, and red rump and hindneck 
underparts. The green and yellow-green coloring of 


. . . a red eye 
the female and juvenile serves as camouflage in jan, 
4 a : : : 5s 
the dense riparian thickets, woodland edges, and bright lime- 
scrubby brushy areas. Males can be highly green back 


aggressive and sometimes kill one another in 
territorial battles. Their striking colors and 
warbled song have made them a popular 


cage bird in Mexico, Central America, and neue 
the Caribbean. Before laws prevented it, 

they were sold as cage birds in the 

United States, sometimes under the scarlet 
name “nonpareil.” ‘The first spring underparts 


male is similar to the female but 
is brighter overall and has a 
bluish wash on the head. 


e SONG High-pitched 
musical measured warble 
pew-eata, pew-eata, I eaty 
you too. Call is 2-note chip 
ora “wet” plik. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or 
in pairs during breeding 
season. Gregarious in other 


———* dark mouse-gray 
tail and wings with 


reddish edges 


bright green JUVENILE 
upperparts 


gray-green tail 
and wings 


seasons, forming flocks and FEMALE 
joining mixed-species foraging 
flocks. Shy, secretive, and often yellow-green 


difficult to see. Male sings from exposed underparts 
perch. Most often hops on ground. Forages 

on ground and low in trees and shrubs. Eats 

seeds, insects, and caterpillars. 


olive-washed 
flanks and chest 


¢ BREEDING Mostly monogamous, but some males polygynous. 


e¢ NESTING Incubation 11-12 days by female. Young altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest 
12-14 days, fed by both sexes, but female does more. 2—3 broods per year. 


¢ POPULATION Common in riparian thickets and shrubby 


habitats. Casual north of range. 
Flight Pattern 


e FEEDERS Birdseed and 
sunflower seeds; uses birdbaths. 


¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Common 
cowbird host. Declining on the 
East Coast, where losing habitat 
to development. 


Nest Identification Stalks, leaves, and grasses, with lining of rootlets, snakeskin, and animal hair @ in 


dense part of bush, in low tree, or in vines or moss ® 3-6 feet above ground (but 


Typically, short flight low over vegetation, 
with rapid wing beats alternating with 
brief periods of wings pulled to sides. 


Shape NS] Location & up to 25 feet) ® built by female © 3-5 pale blue eggs marked with reddish brown, 
= : concentrated at larger end; oval to short oval, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family CARDINALIDAE Species Pniza americana | +®"8tN 6_7 inches Wingspan 9_11 inches 


DICKCISSEL | 

Oi a epamed for is sone fete oe a eee 
Often flying in flocks over grassy prairies, the behind eye upper mandible 
Dickcissel, with its black bib and yellow breast, 
looks like a-ssmall meadowlark. Females are 
similar to males but lack the black, bib and 
have duller chestnut wing patches. ee 

e SONG Staccato dick-dick-dick-cissel. Has ipnerpanee 
an insectlike call of dzz7777. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs during black 


breeding season. Gregarious at other streaking 


white chin 


thin blackish 
malar stripe 


brown auricular 
patch and crown 


black bib 


bold yellow breast 


CNESINUL WINE COVE 


times, forming wintering flocks omaatE 
numbering thousands of birds. Joins 
communal roosts after breeding season. 
Male sings from exposed perches and 
in flight. Forages on ground. Eats 
grains, seeds, and insects. 
¢ BREEDING Polygamous, although 
some birds are monogamous. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-13 days 
by female. Altricial young brooded 
by female; stay in nest 
7-10 days, fed by female. 
1-2 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION 
Common to abundant 
in grasslands, 
meadows, savannas, 
and fields. Local 
andirregulareast | 
of Appalachians. leon 
a 2 . TOON 
Rare in migration yaar stripe 
on Atlantic and 
Pacific Coasts. 
Casual in winter 
in the East. 
e FEEDERS Birds in northern 
part of range come to feeders. 


Flight Pattern 


Series of rapid wing beats alternating with 


yellowish eyebrow 
becomes whitish 
behind eye 


white chin, | 
mustache, 
and throat 


@ yellow breast 


brief periods of wings pulled to sides. 
Often flies in large flocks in compact 
undulating formation. 


grayish-brown 
_®@ auricular patch 


grayish-brown upperparts 


blackish 
streaking on back 


chestnut 
wing 


COVETTS 
FEMALE 


dusky white 
underparts 


® CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Frequent 
host to cowbird parasitism. 
Nests and young lost annually 
to the mowing of fields for hay. 
‘Thousands are killed annually 
on wintering grounds for the 
protection of rice plantations. 


dusky white 
underparts 


JUVENIL\ 


WINTER 
MALE 


WINTER 
FEMALE 
Similar Birds 


HOUSE SPARROW Q 
Similar to female 
Dickcissel © stubbier 
yellowish bill; buffy 
supercilium; brown 
postocular stripe; single 
white wing bar; lacks 
pale throat with dark 
malar stripe; lacks 
streaking on flanks. 


Nest Identification Grasses, stems, and leaves, with lining of soft rootlets, grasses, and hair ® low 


in tree or bush, sometimes atop grassy tussock or on ground in field © 0-6 feet 


Shape qy = Location a kes oe 


0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat ue 


DATE TIME 


Migration Migratory 


LOCATION 


above ground ® built by female ¢ 3—5 plain pale blue eggs; oval to long oval, 


Weight 1 () ounce 
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Wingspan 1() 2512.5 inches 


Species Dolichonyx oryzivorus | t°"8" 6 25_8 inches 


BOBOLINK re 


In northern meadows and farmland, this bird is 

known for its cheerful bubbling 406-0-/ink song 

and handsome plumage. It is said the male 

wears his breeding plumage upside down, as pack face 
he has black underparts with a buff nape and — and crown 
hindneck and white scapulars and rump. In 

all plumages, birds are adorned with sharply 

pointed tail feathers, unusual for songbirds. 

All fall-plumaged birds and juveniles are 

similar to the female but have brighter MALE 
vellow-buff underparts with less streaking. 


Family [cP ERIDAE 


buff-colored 


2 hindneck 


black ba 14 


a 


—e white 
scapulars 


white 


SONG Lively bubbling cascade of notes, © rump 


arting with low reedy notes and rollicking black underparts 
ward, bob-o-link, bob-o-link, pink, pink, pank, and wings 


nk. Call is clear pink. buff-edeed 
BEHAVIOR Gregarious; in flocks numbering wing coverts 


up to thousands. Males sing from perch or in ane terials 


flight display, circling low over fields. In summer eats 
insects and caterpillars, grass and weed seeds, and 
grains; eats seeds and grains in migration and winter. 
¢ BREEDING Strongly polygynous. 
e NESTING Incubation 13 days — blackish brown crown 
by female. Altricial young with buff central 
i = : § (TORN STV 1pe 
brooded by female; stay in 


black tail e- 


>~——e pinkish bill 


nest 10-14 days, fed by both = 2/ack streaking on e— a WINTER 
j : back, rump, sides —© golden 
sexes. 1 brood per year. he Ape Gs buff overall MALE 


and flanks 


¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common to common in 

tall grass, wet meadows, 
prairie, hay fields, and 
grain fields. Decline in the 
East during 20th century. 
Rare in the fall on West Coast. 
© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Rare cowbird 
host. Vulnerable to destruction of nests and 
young by mowing of hayfields. Has declined in the Southeast from 


former 19th-century market 
Flight Pattern hunting for food and from 


continued destruction to protect 
rice plantations. Similar killing 
currently exists on expanding 

Strong undeviating and slightly undulating 

flight on rapidly beating wings. Male has 

display flight with shallow wing strokes on 


LARK BUNTING 
Entirely black except 
for large white shoulder 
patches, white edging 
to tertials and inner 
secondaries, and white 


tips to outer rail 


FEMALE feathers. 


rice plantations on wintering 
grounds in South America. 


rapidly fluttering wings. 


Nest Identification 


Shape ogy Location sums xxx 


Coarse grasses and weed stalks, lined with finer grasses ® in slight depression 


on ground in tall grass, weeds, or clover, sometimes in rut made by tractors and 


combines ¢ female digs scrape and then builds nest * 4-7 eggs, irregularly 


blotched with browns, purple, and lavender; oval to short oval, 


0.82 x 0.62 inches. 


Habitat oo fe tx Migration Migratory Weight 1.7 ounces 


YATE TIME LOCATION 


Plumage Sexes differ 
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Far TOTERIDAE Species A ge/aius phoeniceus | ©°8h 7 5_9.5 inches | WinésPan 12_14.5 inches 


RED-WINGED BLACKBIRD 


Believed one of the most numerous land birds in 

North America, the Red-winged Blackbird is known es le A 
A ; : aN, : x ; epaulettes) with 
for aggressively defending its territory from intruders. broad buff-yellow 
Many geographical races exist across its extensive distal tips 
range. Females, identifiable by darke brown upperparts 
and heavily streaked underparts, sometimes show a 
red tinge on wing coverts, chin, and throat. Males 
resemble females at a year old but have less streaking 
and some red on their epaulettes; they develop glossy 
black plumage after their second year. 

® SONG Gureling reedy sonk-/a-ree or gurr-ga-leee. 
Calls: low clack, sharp nasal deekk, and metallic “7k. 

e BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Small breeding colonies 
in summer. Winter flocks often segregated by sex 
and age. Runs or hops while foraging on ground. 

Eats mostly seeds, grains, berries, and wild fruit; 

in summer also eats insects, caterpillars, grubs, 
spiders, mollusks, and snails. Male’s social 

dominance 1s proportional to 
amount of red displayed. 

¢ BREEDING Diane 
Colonial. Some face 
males polygynous. 
° NESTING 
Incubation 

11-12 days by 
female. Altricial dark browne 
young brooded — Pas/ocular 


black 
overall, 
including 
wings 


and tail 


a 


brown 
(TOWN ®@ 


broad dusky tan 
superciium 


FIRST YEAR 


brown MALE 
roar ame 4 upperparts with 
thin brown e ys dark streaks 


malar mark 


‘TRICOLORED 
BLACKBIRD 
Longer, more slender 


fo) 


body @ male’s red 


by female; stay SITIpe epaulettes have whitish | 
. : > borders ¢ females have 
= fae ; - F ¥ 
as nest 10-14 days, 2 thin lan @ darker bodies; heavier 
ted mostly by wing bars streaks on underparts; 


blackish bellies; lack 
chestnut and buff edges 
to upperparts; lack pink 


female. 2—3 broods 


per year. 
underparts heavily 


“ sTTT AT 
POPULATION streaked with brown 


Abundant to common in FEMALE ° West Coast only. 
fields, riparian thickets and ae 


scrub, freshwater and brackish marshes. 

@ FEEDERS Breadcrumbs 
and birdseed. 

© CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to pesticides in food 
chain and to habitat loss due to 
Seon Mehonapidiv besune wings the drainage of wetlands. Nests 
displaying males fly with slow stiff shallow | and young are destroyed by 
wing beats with epaulettes raised. | mowing operations. 


\ dusky white 


coloring on throat 


Flight Pattern 


Dried cattail leaves and sedges, lined with fine grasses and rushes ¢ fastened to 


Nest Identification 


| Shape @y ground, preferably near or over water @ built by female ¢ 3-5 (usually 4) pale 
ylue-green eggs spotted or with zigzag lines of black, browns, and purple; oval, 
blue-; ges spotted or with zigzag lin f black, | 1 purpl ] 


Location gyx Ai rs & 0.97 x 0.75 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ 


DATE » TIME LOCATION 


stalks or twigs with plant fibers ¢ in cattails, bushes, trees, dense grass, or on 


Weight 


Habitat \~ * 2.3 ounces 


[ 
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Family |G TERIDAE Species A ge/gius humeralis | ©"80 7,5_8.5 inches Wingspan 12_13 inches 


TAWNY-SHOULDERED BLACKBIRD 


A native of the West Indies on the large island 
countries of Cuba, where it is common, and 
western Haiti, where it is uncommon 

and local, this bird makes its home 

only in the lowlands near woodland Te: 
edges, arid lowland scrub, pastures, Alack bill 
rice fields, urban habitats, and 

swamps. Occasionally, vagrants find 

their way to the Florida Keys. ‘The 
glossy black male is striking, with its 
long pointed bill, which is as long as its 
head, and its large tawny shoulder 
patches, which are most visible when 
the bird is flying. ‘The female is similar 
to the male, but her shoulder patches are 


tawny shoulder 
patches with 
yellowish buff 


edging 


P black wings 


duller in color and smaller in size and her glossy black & 
body has a brownish wash. Juveniles overall 


resemble females but have much smaller 
tawny shoulder patches. 


e SONG A long muted buzzy whaaaaaaaaaa. 
Call is a brief strong chic-chic or chuck. Also has 
various soft wheezing utterances, weeee-weeee-weeee. heck sinew 


¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs during breeding season. squared tail 

Gregarious during other seasons, forming flocks. Breeding 

birds not territorial, defending only immediate area around 

nest. Flicks wings and jerks tail. After nesting season, often 

forages and roosts in flocks with other blackbirds and grackles. SE eae 
BLACKBIRD © 
Male ® larger; black 


Eats seeds, fruits, pollen, flowers, nectar, lizards, and insects. 
Not a blackbird of marshes, it frequents drier habitat, including 
croplands, open forests, and areas around human habitation. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Semicolonial. 


¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Estimated 
incubation 11-13 days by female. Young altricial; brooded by 
female; stay in nest estimated 10-14 days, fed by both sexes. 
1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Accidental to the Florida Keys. Fairly 
common in Cuba in open woodlands, farmlands, and open areas in 


the lowlands. Survival 
Flight Pattern 


overall; long pointed 
black bill; voice very 
different © when 
perched or feeding on 
ground, the red 
epaulettes may be 
hidden so that only the 
buffy to yellowish 
border is visible. 


threatened in Haiti. 


¢ CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to habitat loss, 
especially in Haiti. Fairly 
common host to Shiny Cowbird 
parasitism in Cuba. 


Strong flight with slight swoops on rapidly 
beating wings. 


Nest Identification Dried grasses, twigs, hair, feathers, and moss, with lining of finer material @ low 


in palm and other trees, bush, outdoor lamp fixture, or epiphyte @ built by both 


€ Se XK ve ale »@2 thi ve " 1S 1 1 
Shape oa Location & i SEXES, but female does more @ 3-4 white eggs, with a bluish or greenish tint, 
= | with dark brown spotting concentrated at large end; oval, 0.9 x 0.7 inches. 


Habitat @ ua ic | Migration Nonmigratory | We'€"t 1.3 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Plumage Sexes similar 
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Family [oP ERIDAE Specles Srypnella magna Length 9_11 inches 


EASTERN MEADOWLARK 


A common inhabitant of fields and meadows, 
the Eastern Meadowlark often is observed higst on Pes 
flicking its tail open and shut while striped crown 
walking through grass and weeds and 


Wingspan 13.517 inches 


white face with 


along roadsides. Clearing of forests brown upperparts black postocular 
in eastern North America has led streaked with buff stripe 

to the expansion of its breeding i a Se 

range. Fall-plumaged birds 

show narrow buffy mottling in == Aunky body yellow breast 


and belly with 
broad black V 


on chest 


the black breast band and a 

buffy wash on the face, 

supercilium, flanks, and 

undertail coverts. 

Juveniles have black 

spotting on the chest, 

sides, and flanks. white outer 

e SONG A plaintive sl ale 
tee-you, (ee-alrrr, OT 
spring-o the-year. Call ; " 
given on ground or in : white undertail 
flight is high buzzy pine n 
szzzr7rr, and a nasal 

sweeink also is given in flight. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs 
during summer. Gregarious during other seasons, forming 
small flocks in winter. Eats mostly insects, especially in 
summer. Also eats grains, weed and grass seeds, and tender 
sprouts of spring plants. 


white sides and 
Hanks with black 
spots and streaks 


WESTERN 
MEADOWLARK 

Paler upperparts lack 
dark centers in most 
feathers; yellow of 
throat, especially that of 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. Some males polygynous. 
e NESTING Incubation 13-14 days by both sexes. Young 


altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest 11-12 days, fed by both breeding males, extends 
sexes, but female does more. Male may take over brood while into submustachial 
+ : Pee a we region; sides of crown 
female starts second nest. 2 broods per year. ae 

: and postocular stripe 
¢ POPULATION Common in meadows, fields, grasslands, and usually brownish; most 
savanna. Decline reported in the East during last quarter of the nave Jess Wii esmedect 


tail feathers. 


20th century. 
¢ CONSERVATION Common host to cowbird parasitism. Nests 


Flight Pattern 


and young destroyed by 
mowing operations. Vulnerable 
to habitat loss due to natural 
succession of abandoned fields, 
as well as from overgrazing, 
development, and grassland 
Several rapid shallow suff wing beats habitat fragmentation. 


followed by short glides close to landscape. 


Nest Identification Lined with grass, plant stems, and pine needles ¢ domed or partially domed 


© often next to dense clump of grass or weeds on damp or wet ground ¢ built by 


Shape 2 Location female ¢ 3-7 white eggs, suffused with pink, with brown and lavender spots and 
lek 


speckles; oval to short or long oval, 1.1 x 0.8 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar _ | abitat (@ Migration Northern birds migrate Weight 3.6 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family [cTERIDAE Species Srurnella neglecta | L€?8th 9_11 inches Wingspan 13 5_17 inches 


WESTERN MEADOWLARK 


Its distinctive song often is the only way to dark brown stripes 
distinguish this bird from the Eastern on crown 
Meadowlark, which is strikingly similar _ 
in appearance. Both birds are known 
to be interspecifically territorial and sellow oF rial 
nest in the same area, interbreeding —exvends well into 
in regions where their ranges submustachial area 
overlap. Under such circumstances 
some males sing the songs of both 
species, creating a tricky 
identification challenge for the 
observer. Breeding adults show 


dark brown 
postocular stripe 


black V on chest 


bright yellow plumage from throat Wy 

ee : YON 
to belly, with a black V on the a 
chest. Fall-plumaged birds show a black spots and streaks 
pale buffy wash on the face, sides, on sides and flanks 


and flanks, and the yellow in 
submustachial regions is much 

reduced or veiled, as is the black breast 
band. Juveniles are paler and instead of 
the black V show a streaked necklace. 
¢ SONG Repeated bubbling flutelike notes, nine os 
varying in length, shee-00-e-lee shee-ee le-ee, accelerating P seeieatiaes 
toward the end. Call is a low c@v&. Flight note is a nasal whew. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs during breeding season. 
Gregarious at other times, forming small to large flocks in 
winter, which forage and roost together on the ground. Walks on 
ground. Sings from ground or exposed perches, including fence Pyuslecr ade: ack 
posts, shrubs, trees, and utility wires. Forages primarily in centers to feathers on 
vegetation on ground. Eats mostly insects and larvae, spiders, upperparts; yellow of 
and some snails; also seeds of grains, grasses, and weeds. Winter ehipat ener bee 


birdsiot f _ : | isidec not reach submustachial 
irds often forage in shorter grasses along roadsides. cee ihanedn GGes Shion 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. Some males polygynous. males; more extensive 
: : eae white on outer tail 


EASTERN 
MEADOWLARK 


¢ NESTING Incubation 13-15 days by female. Young altricial; Pauptince: Wank: eeowin 
brooded by female; stay in nest 11-12 days, fed by both sexes and postocular stripes; 
but more by female. 2 broods per year. voice differs. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common to common in cultivated fields, 
pastures, grasslands, and 
savanna. Range expanding in 
. the Northeast. 


¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 
Uncommon cowbird host. Nest 
and young destroyed by 
mowing operations. 


Flies low over landscape, with series of 
rapid shallow stiff wing beats followed by 
short glide. 


Dried grass and plant stems; domed or partially domed @ lined with grasses and 
pine needles © against clump of grass or weeds ® built by female ® 3—7 white 
eggs, suffused with pink, with brown and lavender spots and speckles; oval or 


Shape Location 
2 cue delek short to long oval, 1.1 x 0.8 inches. 
Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat @ Weight 4'() ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Migration Northern birds migrate 


694 e BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


Family TCTERIDAE | SPECIES Nanthocephalus xanthocephalus | ©"8tM 8.75-11 inches | Wingspan 1417 inches 
a 


YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRD 


Brilliant yellow plumage and white wing patches contrasting 
with its all-black body make this robin-sized marsh bird easy to yellow head, 
identify. Often nesting in colonies, it is highly aggressive in ‘adie! and 
defending its grounds and will attack other birds and even ; 
human intruders, especially if young are in the nest. The 
song of the male is considered by many to be the 
poorest vocalization of any North American black body 
songbird. Males are larger than females, and 
the white wing patch is conspicuous in 
flight. Juveniles show dark brown 
upperparts with cinnamon-buff edging 
to the body feathers, pale buff 
underparts with a cinnamon 
wash on the flanks, an 
ocherous buff head and 
breast, a whitish throat, and 
dusky brown auriculars. 
e SONG High-pitched raspy honking gurgle, 
ending with a descending buzz, £/ee-k/lee-klee- yng 
k0-k0W-W-W-W,W,w,@. Call is hoarse ka-aack. hee 
¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious; forms breeding 
colonies and flocks outside breeding 
season. Flocks forage and roost together 

. yellowish lower 
and range from small to enormous, ‘cheek. treat 
containing millions in winter. Males often — and breast 
segregate from females and juveniles in 


black 


loral mask 


white 
wing patch 


MALE 


yellowish eyebrow 


—e dusky brown 
: << upperparts 


dusky brown 


separate winter flocks. Conspicuous. belly with white 
Forages in mud near water and in fields. streaking 


Walks on ground. Eats insects, larvae, snails, 
grains, and seeds. 
¢ BREEDING Polygynous. Colonial. FEMALE 


e NESTING Incubation 11-13 days by female. 
Young altricial; brooded by female; stay 1n nest 


dusky brown 
CTISSUIM 


9-12 days, fed by both sexes, but mostly by female. 2 broods per year. 

e POPULATION Common in freshwater marshes, reedy lakes and 

irrigation ditches, and open farmlands. Rare to casual in migration 

and in winter to the East Coast. Casual spring migrant to aN wf 
= Se! 


Flight Pattern 


southeastern Alaska. £ an ES, 

¢ CONSERVATION Ko) SRS 
Neotropical migrant. Rare host ! i‘ 
to cowbird parasitism. 
Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 
draining of freshwater marshes 


Strong direct flight with rapid wing beats. and wetlands. 


Grasses, reeds, cattails, and bulrushes, with partial canopy that shrinks into tight 


Nest Identification 


Shape g Location AAA 
Plumage Sexes differ Habitat yw. 8 Migration Migratory Weight 2.8 ounces 


DATE _ : / TIME LOCATION 


basket when dry ® over water in marsh vegetation @ 0.5—3 feet above surface 


¢ built by female ® 3-5 light gray or green eggs with brownish or grayish 


markings; oval to long oval, 1.0 x 0.8 inches. 
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Family [CTERIDAE Species Fy phagus carolinus \*&°80 8259.75 inches | WiN€sP8N 1315 inches 


RI IST y B LACKBIRD faint iridescent 


‘This bird is named for the rusty wash on its fall and green on head 

winter plumage. Only birds in juvenile plumage have 

dark eyes; older birds in immature plumage have 

vellow eves like adults. Juvenile plumage black E >> blackish 
resembles that of winter adults. Fall overall @ ’ stl 
males have a blackish loral mask that black wings = 

contrasts with the rufous wash on the —@d fail with fe yellow eyes 
rest of the plumage. The fall female DHS SHOE 
has a gray rump and cinnamon-gray 

supercilium and underparts. Flying in 

large flocks from their wintering 

grounds, these birds will swoop down 

to forage behind tractors and plows. 

e SONG A high-pitched creaky 4o0-a- 

lee-m-eek, koo-a-lee—-eek. Has call notes 

of chuck or kick. a 
¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs during , Pee: blackish legs —— 
breeding season. Gregarious. After os MALE 
nesting season forms small flocks that 
forage and roost communally. Forms 
large flocks in migration and winter 
and joins mixed flocks with other 
blackbird species and starlings. 
Forages on ground of wet 


MALE 


WINTER 
FEMALE 


woodlands and agricultural lands @¢7*er gray ch, : 
5 eee , Similar Birds 


wings and tal. 
or wades in marshes and small — @2#85 @vd sail 
with greenish 


pools of water. Eats insects, ee ee 
eRe Tmllare sc ras tace: Most males are black 
Fave PE ars, Crustaceans, ; a m throughout year, with 
small fish, salamanders, oe purplish gloss on head 
and snails. Also eats ‘7 and neck and blue- 
grains, seeds, and fruits. presashecnen. ham, 

r wings, and tail ¢ female 
¢ BREEDING - slate-gray has dark eyes * some 
Monogamous. Pairs. FEMALE : overall variant fall males have 


¢ NESTING Incubation 14 days a oe 
by female; male feeds incubating female : never on wing coverts 
on nest. Young altricial; brooded by female; stay or tertials. 
in nest 11-14 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Fairly 
Flight Pattern common in wet coniferous 
woodlands, bogs, riparian 
habitats, and swamps. Rare in 
the West. 
¢ CONSERVATION Rare host 


Strong direct flight on rapidly to cowbird parasitism. 
beating wings. 


Nest Identification Grasses, moss, and twigs, with inner cup of mud lined with soft grasses and 
? 


rootlets ® over water in dense bush or conifer, usually 2-8 feet above ground (but 
Shape w— location sg, cd 


BREWER’S BLACKBIRD 


up to 20 feet) © built by female ¢ 4-5 light blue-green eggs, with brown and gray 
splotches; oval, 1.0 x 0.75 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat \ 9,¢ Migration Migratory Weight 2.3 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Fanlly TOTERIDAE Species Fry phagus cyanocephalus | *°°8N 8.75-10.25 inches | WiNés2" 1416 inches 


BREWER’S BLACKBIRD 
Huge flocks can be seen flying 
over farm fields during plowing 
season, and the species has 
expanded its range and 
abundance with the spread MALE 
of agriculture. One of the 

most common blackbirds, 

the male’s plumage remains 

glossy black year-round. In 


purplish sheen on 


, head and neck 


——== 0 Ve Ho WD CVES 


greenish blue sheen on 
body and wings 


fall, some males acquire FALL 
buffy edging on the head black e— MALE 


and body feathers but overall 


never on the wing coverts 
or tertials. Juveniles 
resemble females but 
lack the green sheen 


on wings and tail. 
5 dark dark gray- 


BROWN-HEADED 
COWBIRD Q 
Smaller; slimmer; pale 


e SONG Breathy, drown brown overall 
creaky fe-see. Call ee 
is gruff check. 

e BEHAVIOR In 
pairs during 
breeding season. 
Gregarious. Forms 


face pattern; shorter, 


deeper-based bill; 


shorter tail. 


RUSTY BLACKBIRD 
Faint greenish sheen on 


FEMALE 


: ; green sheen on 
large foraging and pings and rail 


roosting flocks in 

migration and winter. 

Often joins mixed-species foraging 
flocks with other blackbirds in winter. Nests in small to large 
colonies. Head bobs forward while walking. Follows farm 
tractors and plows. Forages on ground. Eats insects; caterpillars; 
and some fruits, seeds, and grains. 


head; longer bill 


¢ female slate-gray 
overall with yellow eyes 
® in winter, rusty edging 


to feathers on back, 
wing coverts, and 
tertials © winter male 
has black loral mask; 
shows cinnamon edging 
to head, throat, breast, 
supercilium, and 
mustache ® winter 
female has buff 
eyebrow; gray rump; 
buffy gray underparts. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Some males polygynous. Can be 
loosely colonial. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female, guarded by 
male. Altricial young brooded by female; stay in nest 
13-14 days, fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common in 

Flight Pattern open habitats, shrub/scrub, 

riparian woodlands, farms, and 
around human habitation. 
Extending range north and east. 
® CONSERVATION 
oe flight on rapidly Neotropical migrant. Common 


cowbird host. 


Nest Identification Conifer needles, grasses, and sticks, with inside cup of mud or cow manure, 
1 I 

lined with hair and rootlets ® on ground in meadow or field or in marshes or 

Shape wy trees, up to 150 teet above ground ¢ built by female ¢ 3—7 light green or grayish 


i ereen eggs, with blotches of grayish brown; oval, 1.0 x 0.75 inches. 
Location a |, i bs green eggs ) blotches of grayis ( (6) / ches 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat & sa | Migration Northern birds migrate | “&'€"t 2.4 ounces 


DATE __ __} TIME ee BS LOCATION . 
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Family [¢'TERIDAE Species Qyiscalus quiscula | “€P8th 1113.5 inches | “iP€SP9" 17_18.5 inches 


COMMON GRACKLE 
‘This gregarious bird has expanded its range by 
adapting to suburban areas. Outside the nesting 
season, noisy groups roost together at 
night, often with other species. 
Juveniles are sooty brown with 
dark brown eyes. 
e SONG Grating squeaky 
coguba-leek, like a creaking 
rusty hinge. Call is a bold cus. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Conspicuous. 
Nests, forages, and roosts in 
groups or flocks all year. Large 
postnesting season flocks can glossy black 
damage crops, and winter flocks overall 
may number in the hundreds of 
thousands. Watks on ground. 
Forages in trees, shrubs, grass, 
and croplands; may wade into 
water. Eats insects, worms, 
caterpillars, fruits, grains, 
seeds, small rodents, small pa/e 
fish, salamanders, and eggs J¢//ow eve & 
and nestlings of other 
birds. Male displays by ae 
fluffing out shoulder pointed black 
feathers to make a bill 
ruffled collar, drooping 
his wings, and singing. 
¢ BREEDING FEMALE 
Monogamous. Some 
males polygynous. Colonial. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 13-14 days by 
female. Young altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest 2 

. ; ° and buff underparts 
16-20 days, fed by both sexes. 1—2 broods per year. al ey oe ee ee 
¢ POPULATION Abundant and widespread in open areas with * ranges along Atlantic 
scattered trees, open woodlands, agricultural areas, parks, and and Gulf Coasts. 
around human habitation. Casual in southern Alaska and in the 


Pacific states. 
Flight Pattern 


pale yellow 
eyes faint iridescent 
purplish blue on head, 


e neck, and breast 


faint iridescent 
purple or deep 


bronze on back 


long, sharply 
pointed black bill 


long we dee-shape de 
tail 


faint iridescent purple 
on head and neck 


dull black 


overall 


GREAT-TAILED 
GRACKLE 
BOAT TAILED GRACKLE 


Lack glossy contrast 


between head and body; 


long wedve- larger; longer tail 


shaped tail 


e females have dark 
brownish upperparts and 


cinnamon or pale brown 


e FEEDERS Will come for 
small grains and seeds. 

© CONSERVATION Rare host 
to cowbird parasitism. Birds 
feeding on crops and making a 
nuisance in large winter roosts 
sometimes are destroyed. 


Strong swift direct flight with rapid wing 
beats; holds tail folded in a V shape 
while flying. 


Bulky mass of stems, sticks, grasses, and seaweed, with mud lining and softer 


Nest Identification 


Shape @y 
Location gy, AAA 7 as 


Plumage Sexes differ | Habitat _g 0 yz sexe Lf | Migration \fioratory Weight 45 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


lining of feathers, grasses, and bits of debris ¢ high in tree, in shrub, set in marsh, 
in hollow of old tree, under eave of building, or among highway plantings, 

usually 2-12 feet above ground (but up to 100 feet) ¢ built by female ¢ 4—7 light 
brown or light green eggs, with brown and lilac markings; oval, 1.2 x 0.82 inches. 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family [oT ERIDAE Length 1217 inches | Wingspan 18 23.5 inches 


BOAT-TAILED GRACKLE 


This large noisy grackle travels, eats, sleeps, and nests in groups. 
It frequents saltwater marshes and, except in Florida, is never 
found far inland. It walks the beaches, large keel-shaped tail 
held high above its back, wading into the water for food, 
examining the wrack line, or gleaning seeds and berries 
from dune vegetation. Brown eyes occur in western 
Gulf Coast races east to Mississippi; 
farther east adults have ss 
yellow eyes. Males are % 
larger than females. Juveniles 
have dark eyes and are similar 
to respective adults; males 
lack the iridescent sheen; 
females have faint spotting 
and streaking on the breast. 

@ SONG Abrasive loud 
repeated jeeb, jech, jeeb. Calls a 
noisy variety of harsh whistles, 
chucks, guttural rattles, raspy 
clicks, and wolf whistles. 


iridescent blue- 
black overall 


brown or 
yellow eyes 


long beel- 


shaped tail 


MALE 


tawny cinnamon 
supercilium 


—e darker 
brown Crown 


) : 1a@ny 
@ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. , pian 
‘ : ia OWN Jace darker brown 
Steals food from other birds. and throat upperparts 
Diet includes small fish, frogs, dusky brown wings, and tail 


snails, aquatic and terrestrial auricular patch 
insects, shrimp, small birds, 

eggs and nestlings of other 

birds, small reptiles, fruit, 
berries, grain, and seeds. Many in 
northernmost populations winter in Virginia. 


tawny brown FEMALE 


underparts 


GREAT-TAILED 


¢ BREEDING Promiscuous. Loose colonies. Displaying male , GRACKLE 
Larger; bright yellow 
eyes; longer bill; flatter 


perches, spreads tail and wings, then bows toward female. Does 
not hybridize with Great-tailed Grackle in overlapping zone. 
e NESTING Incubation 13-15 days by female. Altricial young 
brooded by female; stay in nest 12-15 days, fed by female. SMOOTH-BILLED ANI 
2—3 broods per year. Dark eyes; thick curved 
¢ POPULATION Common in coastal salt marshes and adjacent bill, long Breda eae 
open habitats, agricultural areas, and around human habitations; 
inland in Florida around lakes, 
Flight Pattern canals, and freshwater marshes. 
Northeastern range expanding. 


¢ CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to loss of habitat due 
to draining of marshes for 
agriculture and development. 


crown ® inland west of 
Mississippi River. 


Strong direct flight on rapidly 
beating wings with long keeled 
tail extended behind. 


In marsh vegetation; bulky and built of dried stalks, grasses, and cattails, usually 
over Or near water in marsh or on ground set in grass ® in trees, built of Spanish 


Nest Identification 


moss, feathers, mud, cow dung, and bits of debris, 3-50 feet above ground 


Shape wy Location \ ee & ¢ built by female ¢ 3-5 pale blue to blue-gray eggs with splotches of black, 


brown, lilac, and gray; oval, 1.3 x 0.88 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat 2 ws sz uf Migration Northern birds migrate | “€'8Mt 7,5 ounces 
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Family [PERIDAE Length 19.518.5 inches _ | Wingspan 13.595 inches 


GREAT-TAILED GRACKLE 
‘The Great-tailed and Boat-tailed Grackles were once 
considered to be one species. Although these birds nest closely 


in coastal eastern ‘Texas and western Louisiana, they do not iridescent purple 
interbreed. This bird often walks on the ground with its large on head and back 
keel-shaped tail cocked over its back. Walking in the open, Bisck 

males turn like weathervanes when a strong gust of wind ieee 


strikes their tails. Males are larger than females. 
Juveniles are similar to females with a grayish brown 


belly but with streaked underparts and dark eyes. golden 


e SONG Loud chatters, squeaks, gurgles, yellow eyes 
shrieks, and piercing ascending whistles; 
high-pitched squeal of may-reee, may- 
reee. Flight call is chak. 

e BEHAVIOR Gregarious, 
noisy; in groups and small 


iridescent purple 
on underparts 


flocks. In winter, flocks on MALE 
forage and roost together. ior dra Ap 

— ; VET. £4 

Forages walking on ground keel-shaped tail 

and wading in water. Eats dark brown 

insects, snails, small fish, head and buff-cinnamon supercilium 


frogs, shrimp, small birds upperparts and border to auriculars 
Boo 5 4X 9s 


eggs and nestlings, fruits, 
berries, seeds, and grains. thin dark brown 
Steals food from other birds; ”@/4” ark 
females pilfer nesting cinnamon-buff 
materials from each other. throat and 


¢ BREEDING Polygamous iad 
to promiscuous. Colonial. 

Male claims territory within FEMALE 
colony and displays and sings 
in front of a group of females. 
Female chooses male. 

¢ NESTING Incubation eee ne tenes 
13-14 days by female. Young os Smaller chuner vail: 
altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest ¢ smaller bill ¢ female is 
20-23 days, fed by female. 1—2 broods per year. ee Sule 


yellowish white eyes 


_® faint iridescent 
purple on plumage 


BOAT-TAILED 
GRACKLE 

Smaller; rounder head; 
smaller bill; smaller 
tail © brown-eyed 


birds occur where 
ranges overlap @ only 
in the East. 


¢ POPULATION Common in open areas with scattered trees, 
cultivated areas, marshes, 
riparian thickets, parks, and 
around human habitation. 
Agricultural irrigation in arid 
regions helping expand range. 
¢ CONSERVATION Removes 
cowbird eggs from nest. 


Strong direct flight with rapid wing beats 
and long keeled tail trailing behind. 


Nest Identification In marsh vegetation, bulky and built of cattails, grasses, and dried rushes, less 


than 2 feet above water ® in trees, built of Spanish moss, mud, cow dung, 


Shape ww Location & i » feathers, and bits of debris, 5-15 feet above ground ® built by female ¢ 3-4 light 


gray to light blue eggs, with reddish purple markings; oval, 1.3 x 0.9 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Migration Northern birds migrate Weight 6.7 ounces 


DATE TIME_ LOCATION 


Habitat uf We 
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Family [co TERIDAE Species VWo/othrus bonariensis Length 7 5 inches 


SHINY COWBIRD 


Originally a species of South America, this bird’s range expanded to 


southern Florida in 1985 after island hopping through the West Indies. 


Now records are scattered from Maine to Oklahoma. In its native 
range, it travels singly or in small flocks and roosts in large mixed- 
species flocks with up to thousands’of birds, including other 
blackbirds. No large neve have been recorded in 
North America, only individuals and small groups. 
Like all cowbirds it is a brood parasite, laying its 
eggs in the nests of other birds. Juveniles are 
similar to females, but upperparts are 

edged with brownish buff and 
underparts are yellow-buff and 
streaked. 

e SONG Series of bold 
musical bubbling warbles, 
sometimes interspersed 

with harsher piercing 

whistled notes and often 
followed by trills. Calls 

are harsh notes. Often 

sings in flight. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 
small groups during breeding 
season. Forms small foraging 
flocks after breeding season and 

may roost with other birds in large 
communal roosts. Walks on ground with tail 
slightly cocked above back. Forages on ground 

for food. Eats insects, caterpillars, seeds, and rice. 

¢ BREEDING Promiscuous. Male displays by singing, 

vibrating wings, and lifting bill up and down with neck feathers 
puffed up. In flight display male flies up to about 3 feet above 
ground and makes circles around watching female. 

e NESTING Incubation 11-12 days by host. Altricial young 
often hatch before young of host species and often outcompete 
host’s young, which often succumb; tended by host. Female 
usually lays 1 egg in each host nest; may lay eggs in 5 different 
nests per season; sometimes 
destroys eggs of host. 

¢ POPULATION Rare to 
uncommon in North America. 
@ FEEDERS Soaked bread. 
® CONSERVATION Naturally 


invading nonnative species. 


faint gray-brown 
eyebrow gray-brown 


upperparts 


palest gray- 
brown on 
throat 


Flight Pattern 


Ra rid SWOOpIng di ect flis ht On ¢ uickly 
=f 5 
beating Wi 1gs. 


Nest Identification 


Shape Brood parasite 


: and gray; spherical, 0.8 x 0.66 inches. 
Location Active nests of other birds 


blackish overall @. 


Wingspan {2 inches 


purplish sheen on 
head and back 


‘e purplish 


sheen on breast 


MALE 


FEMALE 


pale gray- 


brown underparts 


BROWN-HEADED 
COWBIRD 
Shorter, less pointed 


bill; shorter tail © male 
glossy black overall with 
chocolate-brown head 

¢ female has ashy gray- 
brown upperparts and 
paler gray underparts. 


Lays eggs in nests of other species @ usually 1 egg per nest ¢ 1 whitish to light 
blue or light pink egg, sometimes unmarked or with flecks and dots of brown 


uf & Migration Migratory 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat 


DATE | TIME LOCATION 


Weight 1 4 ounces 


i 


BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA e 701 


Family [@TERIDAE Species Wo/orhrus aeneus | +98 6.58.75 inches | Wingspan 1013 inches 


ey 
BRONZED COWBIRD ee, 
Both male and female have small sheen on head and 
neck ruffs, which fluff during ge upper body | 
breeding season and give the bird a 
hunchbacked look. Formerly called 
the Red-eyed Cowbird, this 
characteristic is visible only at close 


red eyes 


—e erectile ruff 
on back of neck 
é : . large 
range. Flocks often follow cattle to ae bil? 
eat insects that are kicked up. In 
the eastern race, the dark-eyed . 
purplish 
juveniles are blackish brown and haat oe 
similar to the female but lack the scapulars 
bluish sheen on upperparts. In oA 
[= black 
the western race, the dark-eyed 
juvenile is paler brown than the 
female, which has gray-brown 
upperparts, paler gray- 
brown underparts, and red eyes 
an even paler gray- 
brown throat. Birds 
inhabiting the 
he Caio large 
SU 1ernMOSstet up O long bill 
Texas do not migrate. 
¢ SONG Low guttural 
wheezy insectlike g/ug-glug- 
glee. Call is abrasive chuk. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or 


in pairs or small groups 


bluish sheen On 
2 wings and tail 


overall 


dull blackish 
brown or gray- 
brown overall 


x BROWN-HEADED 
a COWBIRD 
eee Smaller; dark eyes; 


smaller slimmer bill; 
distinct rounded 

FE ‘ forehead ® male glossy 
EMALE black overall with 


brown head ¢ female 


usually more ashy 
brown overall with trace 
of pale face pattern. 


during breeding season. 
During other seasons, forages in flocks and uses communal fei SHINY COWBIRD 
roosts. Males perch and sing from exposed sites to attract Smaller; dark eyes; 
females. Turns over rocks with bill to find insects. Eats insects, Spmciler lh = saa 
seeds, and grains. Often found near human habitation. 
¢ BREEDING Polygamous. Promiscuous. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 10-12 days by host. Altricial young 
often hatch earlier than young of host species; tended by host. 
Female usually lays 1 egg in each nest; lays 8-10 eggs per year; 
may destroy host’s eggs and any eggs laid in the nest by 
previous female cowbirds. 
Flight Pattern ¢ POPULATION Common 
and local in open country with 
brushy scrub, agricultural areas, 
wooded canyons, and around 
human habitation. 


Swift somewhat swooping direct flight e KEEDERS Small seeds and 
on rapidly beating wings. 


Nest Identification 


Shape Brood parasite 


glossy black with purple 
sheen on head, back, 
<P, co and breast ¢ female has 
— gray-brown upperparts; 
—< 
= paler underparts; paler 
throat; faint pale gray 


evebrow. 


various grains. 


Lays eggs in nests of other species @ generally 1 egg in each nest @ female lays 


8-10 eggs per year @ eggs usually glossy light blue-green, unmarked; spherical to 


oval, 0.8 x 0.68 inches. 


Location Active nests of other birds 


Plumage Sexes differ Hote a ue Migration Most migrate _| Welt 2.4 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Species Mo/orhrus ater | -€M8tN 78 25 inches | WINESPAN 11 75-13.75 inches 
a 


BROWN-HEADED COWBIRD 


‘This common cowbird travels and roosts in large flocks with other 
blackbirds after breeding season; winter mixed-species flocks can number 
in the millions. Originally of the Great Plains, where it associated with 
bison, this species has expanded its range east and west, 


with the fragmentation of the eastern forest and the black overall with j dea 
increase in range cattle and ranching. Like all faint green sheen gee 


cowbirds it is a brood parasite and lays 
its eggs in the nests of other birds. 
Juveniles resemble females but 
are paler overall; 
upperparts have pale 
edging, giving a scaly 
effect; underparts 

are streaky and 
throats gray-white. 

e SONG Gurgling 
liquid g/ug-glug-glee, 
with tail spread, = faint dusky 
wings drooped, malar mark 
and a forward 

bow. Female’s 

call is harsh rattle. 

Male in flight has high 


short 
conical 
Lill 
MALE 

grayish brown 


» Upper parts 


FEMALE JUVENILE 


BRONZED COWBIRD 
Slightly larger; much 


slurred ¢s-eceu! pale grayish = longer, larger bill; red 
® BEHAVIOR Solitary, in pairs brown underparts ee eyes; ruff on nape 
arial duis b ding with faint streaking ¢ male has bronze-green 
or small groups during breeding Th ‘heen pahescnd 
season; otherwise gregarious, foraging and roosting in flocks. upper body © female is 
Calls and displays from the ground or high exposed perches. Mas dull blackish brown 
Walks on ground to forage. Holds tail cocked over back. Eats ates 
insects, caterpillars, spiders, and various grains, seeds, and fruits. SHINY COWBIRD 
: ; - Male glossy black 
e x ee SPP) 2 
BREEDING Promiscuous. overall withpuraiee 
e NESTING Incubation 10-13 days by host. Altricial young . sheen on head, back, 
usually hatch before host’s young and often outcompete them; a and breast © 1isina us 
’ = : so gray-brown upperparts; 
tended by host. Female usually lays 1 egg in each nest; Gaiay eravievehrarenele 
10-36 eggs per year. gray-brown underparts; 
, . aler gray throat. 
¢ POPULATION Common in woodlands, forest edge, el a RI 


agricultural areas, and around human habitation. 


e FEEDERS Attends for small 
Flight Pattern 


seeds and grains. 


¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Numbers 
reduced in Michigan by 
trapping to protect endangered 
Kirtland’s Warbler in jack pine 
barrens nesting grounds. 


Swift somewhat swooping direct flight on 
rapidly beating wings. 


Nest Identification 


Lays eggs in nests of other species ® usually 1 egg per nest ® up to 36 eggs laid 
per female per nesting season ® light blue eggs, often with brown flecks; oval, 
0.84 x 0.64 inches. 


Shape Brood parasite 
Location Active nests of other birds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family | TERIDAE Species Fryerys spurius | “e8th 67.75 inches | WiNSP20 9 25_10.25 inches 


ORCHARD ORIOLE 


‘This small oriole with its burnt-orange underparts is found in 
| most of eastern North America in summer. It spends most of 
| its time in trees in suburban and rural open stands and is 

often unwary when approached. Juveniles 


black hood, back, 


ANd WINES ¢ 


resemble females, and first spring males cee MALE 
Aas a aX el 
| are similar to females but have a Cnr 


white-edged 


black chin and throat. Leaves Hight feathers 
breeding grounds in early fall. on wings 


e SONG Loud rich varied 
whistled notes, accelerating 
into a jumbled ending with a 
slurred wheer!, sounding like chestnut 
look here, what cheer, wee yo, rump and 
what cheer, whip yo, what anuatans 
wheer! Calls sharp musical — 2/ack tail 
chuk and a dry chattering with narrow 


slightly curved ‘ 
bill with black 
upper mandible 
and blue-gray 
lower mandible 


chestnut 


eh ha ah: white tips underparts 

e BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 

pairs during breeding season. 

In small family groups after . 

nesting. Vocal and often olive upperparts 

conspicuous. Relatively eres 

approachable. Forages at ake enon a a 
middle to high levels in wing bars ae case a ne 


trees and shrubs, often at 
tips of branches; hops from 
branch to branch. Eats 
insects; also berries, flower 
parts, nectar, and fruits. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
Solitary and loose colonies. 


MALE: No other North American 
songbird is extensively black above 
FEMALE and chestnut below. 
HOODED ORIOLE & 
Female and juvenile are 
larger; longer tail; longer 


og 


¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Altricial young bill; thinner lower wing 
| brooded by female, some by male; stay in nest 11—14 days, fed bar; undertail coverts 
| by both sexes. Mates often divide fledglings and care for them pela ea hen 
separately, but family group remains intact until fall migration. ibs Haein ekieasiee 
1 brood per year. black bib. 


| ¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common in open 
| woodland, farmlands, 

Flight Pattern scrub/mesquite, shade trees, 
and orchards. Declining in parts 
of western range. 

e FEEDERS Fruit and nectar. 


© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Common 
host to cowbird parasitism. 


Swift slightly swooping direct flight 
on rapidly beating wings. 


Intricately woven pouch of grasses with lining of plant down ¢ hanging from fork 
of tree or bush, often hidden in cluster of leaves, 6-20 feet above ground (but up 
to 50 feet) ¢ 3-7 light blue or gray eggs, splotched with gray, purple, or brown; 


Shape Location 
cy = = oval, 0.8 x 0.57 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat ¢,@ @ © sx Migration Migratory Weight 0.7 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family [oTERIDAE Species Fryers cucullatus 


HOODED ORIOLE black lores 


This bird flits from treetop to treetop and sometimes and bib 
hangs upside down like a chickadee. It is associated orange-yellow 
with palm trees in its breeding range, most often head 


Length 7-8 inches Wingspan 11.25—-12 inches 
A 


Stina | > The reedina D 9 orange- 
nesting in them. ‘The breeding male’s o1 inge hiath 
yellow head, black lores and bib, and white back 
‘ [ea 7 eee long black 
wing bars are distinctive. There 1s color orange-yellow shi curoed 
. . . ~ Ly i] od fe 7. (=) . 
variation in the males of different rump and bill with blue- 


uppertail 


COVETTS 


gray base of 


races, ranging from bright orange 
lower mandible 


to bright yellow. Juveniles are 
similar to adult females. First 
spring males resemble 
females but have black 

lores and bib. 

¢ SONG Throaty 
warbled whistles 
interspersed with 


black wings with 
2 white wing bars 
and white-edged 
flight feathers 


MALE 


graduated black tail 
with narrowly white- 


tipped outer tail feathers orange-yellow 


chatter notes. Call is underparts 
ascending whistled 

wheeat; also series of chatters. pale yellow- 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in green head lone ici eter, 


pairs or small groups. Originally dark gray wings with blue-gray bill 


2 white wing bars 


a riparian species; it now Is aad cite zed BEwkin 
often found around human flight feathers 
habitation. Forages in trees olive- 
and bushes. Eats insects and greenish 
* T : , UPPeTPAaTTS 
caterpillars. Uses bill to ingest eds 
nectar, piercing the flower’s base yellow-green 
Lav S peets EEA ae on ee underparts 
and bypassing its stamens and style, WINTER 
thus not acting as a pollinator. MALE 


dark 


olive tail 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 
Displaying male chases female and bows 


to her from branches. ORCHARD ORIOLE Q 
rata el : : 5 ; Si ee Female and juvenile 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Young altricial; eae eo - 
: ; ¢ ee ‘ ie male ® smaller; shorter 
brooded by female; stay in nest 14 days, fed by both sexes. bill: wider lower white 
2—3 broods per year. wing bar ® juvenile 


male has smaller bib. 


@ POPULATION Common in riparian woodland, palm groves, 
arid scrub/mesquite, and around human habitation. West Coast g 
. 7 gh 
range expanding northward “SS 


Was re 
sue POSOHA 
, : See, / PROT 
Flight Pattern with planting of palms and @ Seay S 
F l = Yass 
ornamental landscaping plants. Br hes Loe we. 
¢ FEEDERS Bread and fruit; IL CX AB 


: ia 
also drinks sugar water mixture. APS 
@ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Common 
cowbird host. 


Strong rapid direct flight on rapidly 
beating wings. 


Leaves and moss, with lining of moss, grasses, wool, hair, and feathers ¢ hanging 
from branch, surrounded by Spanish moss or mistletoe, in palm, palmetto, or 
yucea, 12-45 feet above ground ¢® built by female ¢ 3—5 white, light yellow, or 


Shape rw Location aia ng pale blue eggs, with dots of gray, brown, and purple; oval to long oval, 


0.9 x 0.7 inches. 
Hentatee © - ft Weight 9.8 ounce 


DATE ; TIME LOCATION 


Nest Identification 


Plumage Sexes differ Migration Migratory 
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Family [@yPERIDAE Species Jererys pectoralis Length g 25-95 inches | Wingspan 12 .5_14.5 inches 


SPOT-BREASTED ORIOLE | 


black lores, throat, 
and center of chest 


lhe black spots on its bold orange breast set this bird apart 
from other North American orioles. Originally a native of 
southern coastal Mexico and Central America, it 


yellow-orange 


was introducd into southeastern Florida in the 19 Brighi 
late 1940s, where it is now established. It orange head 


most often makes its home in suburban 
areas. In flight it shows large white 
patches in the wings and a yellow- 
orange to bright orange rump and 
uppertail coverts. Woven in less 

than a week, its pendant nest gy .¢ wings with 
is a pyriform pouch of plant — exvensive white in 
fibers and thin rootlets up to secondaries and 
eighteen inches long, with bast ay primaries 
the opening at the top. 
Immatures are similar to 
adults but have a dusky 
olive back and often lack 
the breast spots. Juveniles 
resemble immatures but 
are more yellow overall 
and lack the breast 


spotting and black lores long 
black tail 
and bib. 


e SONG A liquid series of 
rich clear slow whistles, 

whee ch-wee'chu-u. Male noted 
for his song. Female also sings. Calls a loud nasal note, yeh, There is no bright orange oriole with 
sometimes repeated jerkily. an orange head, black bib, and breast 


bla k bac 1 4 a 
orange \ 
shoulder patch e 


long straight 
black bill with 
blue base to 
lower mandible 


black spots on sides 
of upper breast 


~e yellow-orange to 
bright orange 
underparts 


JUVENILE 


Similar Birds 


spots in introduced range during 


¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs much of the year. In family groups breeding season. 
following nesting. Forages in shrubs and trees, where it gleans BALTIMORE ORIOLE. 
insects, prying open rolled leaves. Eats fruit and berries. Uses 
sharp bill to pull flowers off stems and drink nectar. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. unspotted breast; lacks 


¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Estimated white patches in 
incubation 12-14 days by female. Young altricial; brooded by sical aah 
female; stay in nest estimated 12-14 days, fed by both sexes. 
2 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Uncommon 
and local in parks, suburbs, and 
---------~--~~~-~~----- gardens. Numbers declining in 
Florida since the 1980s. 
© CONSERVATION Cause of 


decline in the introduced 
population is undetermined. 


Nest Identification Grasses, stems, and fibers, with lining of finer material ¢ hangs across tree 


branch ¢ 20-60 feet above ground ¢® built by female with some help from male 


Wintering female and 
juvenile ¢ 2 white wing 


bars; blue-gray bill: 


Strong swift direct flight with rapid 
wing beats. 


e 3-5 light blue to white eggs, scrawled with black and lilac markings; oval to 


Shape Location 
‘y = = long oval, 0.9 x 0.7 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | “abitat Le 9¢ @ Migration Nonmigratory | “@'€" 1.6 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family (oT ERIDAR Length 910 inches | WinSPan 13.5, 15 inches. 


Bee 


ALTAMIRA ORIOLE 


‘The largest of the North American orioles, this yellow-orange 
bird intricately weaves a two-foot-long pendant- head 
shaped nest. A native of Mexico, it has a 
small range in the southern tip of ‘Texas, 
where it is a year-round resident. It 
resembles a larger version of the 
Hooded Oriole but with a larger 


black back 


black wings with white wing 
bar, white base to primaries, 


black lores 


bill and an orange shoulder ssclid and white edging on tertials 
patch in adults. A white wing orange shoulder GN SeLOnaaITES 

patch shows in flight. ‘he patches 

female is duller overall than the 

male. The immature is similar to yellow-orange yellow-orange 
the adult female but has an olive- underparts rump 


brown back and tail and a white 

shoulder bar. ‘The juvenile is similar to 

the immature but lacks the black lores 

and bib. This bird was formerly called 

Lichtenstein’s Oriole. 

e SONG Rapid series of 24 clear flutelike Ainck iil eee 

whistles, chee-choo’, chee-choo’, repeated. Male tips to outermost 

and female sing often. Call is nasal yehnk! tail feathers 

¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs for much of year. In family 

groups after breeding. Often with other orioles. 

Forages high in trees and in shrubs. Eats insects, 

caterpillars, and fruits and berries. ‘he 14- to 26-inch-long, 6-inch 

diameter pendant nest may take the female 18 days to build and is the 

longest fibrous nest built by any bird north of Mexico. ‘The 

entrance is at the top, and nest hangs in the open near the tip of 

a drooping branch from middle levels to high in a tree. 

Sometimes attached to a utility wire. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

e NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Estimated 

incubation 12-14 days by female. Young altricial; brooded by 

female; stay in nest estimated 12-14 days, fed by both sexes. 

Male takes over feeding of first brood while female begins 

construction of second nest. 2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon to fairly common and local in riparian 
woodlands, open woodlands, 

Flight Pattern arid scrub, and mesquite in the 

lower Rio Grande Valley of 

southeastern [exas. 

@ CONSERVATION Frequent 

cowbird host. Vulnerable to 

Swift strong flight on wings that are habitat loss due to clearing for 

rapidly beating. agriculture and development. 


Nest Identification " ’ : es : 
_| Grasses and plant fibers, suspended from branch of tree or utility wire ¢ built by 


female ¢ 3-4 white eggs, heavily marked with browns; oval to long oval, 


gray-green 
legs and feet 


JUVENILE 


Similar Birds 


HOODED ORIOLE 


Smaller; more narrow 
bill; more extensive 
black bib © winter 
adults have olive-brown 
backs with fine black 
barring ® all plumages 
and ages have white 
shoulder patches. 


Shape J Location a ig 1.16 x 0.75 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | @bitat oop 6.6 @ ot | Migration Nonmigratory | “@'€" 2.1 ounces 


DATE | TIME LOCATION 
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Family [@'TERIDAE 


to Mexico, this bird has a limited 


Valley in southern ‘Texas. It most 
often stays hidden in dense 
trees and thickets. ‘he male 
and female are usually 
together and may stay that 
way throughout the year. 
Formerly called the Black- 
headed Oriole, this species 

is little known biologically. 
Females are similar to males 
but appear slightly duller. ‘The 
immature resembles the adult 
female but shows an olive tail 


1-2 broods per year. 


Species Iererus graduacauda| ©8h 85-95 inches 


AUDUBON’S ORIOLE 


A tropical species almost entirely restricted 


US range, along with the Altamira 
Oriole, along the lower Rio Grande 


and gray-brown wings. The juvenile is 

similar to the immature but lacks the black 

hood and has an olive-green crown. 

e SONG Soft series of 3-note warbles, peuf-pou-it, each 
note on a different pitch, with second note higher. Given 
infrequently. Call is a nasal yehns, 
¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs most of the year. In small family groups 
following breeding. Somewhat shy and secretive. Spends much time 
foraging on ground. Eats insects and some fruits. Joins mixed foraging 
flocks with other orioles, jays, and tanagers. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 


¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Estimated 
incubation 12-14 days by female. 
female; stay in nest estimated 12-14 days, fed by both sexes. 


Wingspan 13 514.5 inches 


straight black bill | 


with blue-gray base greenish yellow back, 


to lower mandible rump, and 
uppertail coverts 


black wings with single 
white wing bar and white- 


edged flight feathers 


black hood to 
upper breast 


bright lemon- 
yellow underparts 


black tail with & 
white tips to outer 
tail feathers 


yehnk!, often repeated. 


JUVENILE 


Similar Birds 


No other adult yellow oriole with 


Young altricial; brooded by black hood in its limited US range. 


HOODED ORIOLE 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon and local in the lower Rio 
Grande Valley of southern ‘Texas. Frequents riparian thickets, 
scrub, forest undergrowth, and semiarid pine-oak woodlands. 


Juveniles similar 

¢ curved culmen; 

2 white wing bars; 
undertail coverts washed 
with yellow-orange. 


Population decline since the 1920s is a combination of habitat 
loss and related increased cowbird parasitism. 


e FEEDERS Will come to 
Flight Pattern 


nectar feeders and fruit such as 


sliced oranges. 

¢ CONSERVATION Frequent 
host to cowbird parasitism. 
Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 
land clearing and alteration for 
agriculture and development. 


Swift direct flight with rapid wing beats, 
low under the canopy. 


: Nest Identification 


Shape g Location & rs 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat@ 90 @ oe Migration Nonmigratory | “/€"t 0.8 ounce 


DATE 


Woven of fresh green grass @ hangs attached by top and side from small vertical 
terminal branch, 6-14 feet above ground ¢ built by female ¢ 3-5 light blue or 
grayish white eggs, speckled with browns or purples and scrawled with black 
lines; oval to long oval, 0.97 x 0.71 inches. 


TIME LOCATION 
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Family [CTERIDAE Species Jryerys galbula | +©P8'N 7_8.25 inches | WiessPan 11.25-12.5 inches 


BALTIMORE ORIOLE 


‘The eastern counterpart to Bullock’s Oriole was once 
thought conspecific with it and called the Northern Oriole. 
It is the state bird of Maryland. ‘The male is the only bright 
orange-and-black oriole north of Florida. Some winter 
along the southeast Atlantic Coast and may find 

food in backyard feeders and gardens. 
Juveniles are similar to females but show 
a yellow-orange wash on the head and 
breast and grayish to whitish underparts. 
Juvenile males have more orange. black wings with 
¢ SONG Disjointed measured 2-note aig 7 
whistled melodic phrases, some with 
long pauses, Aue-/ee, hue-lee, hue-lee. Call nae 
is rich Awe-/ee. Also a series of rattling 
chatter, Caw-CaW-CaW-CAW-Ca®. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs in 


black hood | 


and back 


| straight blue-gray bill 
with blackish culmen 


black upper 
NATTOW breast 

white lower 
wing bar orange-yellow 


shoulder patch 


——e vrange-yellow 
underparts and rump 


FALL 


FALL 


breeding season. In family groups after 
nesting, although some males remain ae ann IMMATURE IMMATURE 
ac MALE FEMALE 


solitary. May join mixed foraging 
flocks in winter and migration. 
Forages in bushes and trees, 


yellow patches on distal 
half of outer tail feathers 


BULLOCK’S ORIOLE 


often high in canopy. Eats 
insects, caterpillars, 
berries, and fruits. 


variable amount of 
random black markings 
on head and throat 


A 
Male has bright orange 
head, underparts, rump, 


and outer tail feathers; 


Sips nectar. olive black crown, nape, eye 
e BREEDING upperparts line, throat, wings, and 


2 white 


¢ tail; large white wing 
wing bars 


Monogamous. 

Solitary. Displaying 

male spreads tail 

and wings, bows 

to female. 

¢ NESTING 

Incubation 12-14 days by 

female. Altricial young brooded by female; 

stay in nest 12-14 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common in deciduous woodlots, riparian 

woodlands, woodland edges and clearings, and around human 
habitation. Uncommon in 


im 
Flight Pattern winter In the Southeast. Rare in <= SRaTD 
the West in migration. a 6 6S 


yellow-olve OC ‘ee : 
¥ yatch * female ¢ 

2 rump patch fema e anc 

juvenile female have 


dark grayish eye line; 


Orange & 


underparts yellowish head, throat, 


and breast; grayish 


FEMALE 


white underparts; 2 thin 


‘© belly may have white wing bars; olive- 


grayish wash 


" O gray crown, nape, and 
upperparts ® first spring 
male resembles adult 
female but shows black 
lores and bib. 


ey 
— 


¢ FEEDERS Oranges, peanut \ a 
butter and suet, or nectar. ed 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Infrequent 
cowbird host (may eject eggs). 


+e . Intricately woven from plant fibers, horse hair, yarn, cloth, and string ¢ lined 
Nest Identification ; F Ape ee 
with grass, wool, and hair ¢ hanging from end of drooping branch in deciduous 


tree, rarely in conifer, 25-30 feet above ground (but up to 60 feet) ¢ built by 
Location a > 


Swift strong direct flight on rapidly 
beating wings; orange-yellow in dark 
tail flashes during flight. 


female ¢ 4 grayish white or light blue eggs, blotched and scrawled at large end 


Shape rw 


with blacks and browns; oval to long oval, 0.9 x 0.61 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Migration \ figratory Weight 1.2 ounces 


LOCATION 


DATE ' TIME 


—————— 
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Family [G@TERIDAE Species Jryrys bullockii | ©MSth 78.25 inches | WiNBSPAN 4 1.25-12.5 inches 


BULLOCK’S ORIOLE 


Once considered the same species as the Baltimore Oriole, 

with which it hybridizes in the Great Plains, this bird was 

formerly called the Northern Oriole. ‘Vhe bright orange black cap, 
male differs from other orioles in its face nape, bib, and 
pattern and in its large white wing eye stripe 
patches that flash in flight. 
¢ SONG Measured 

clear whistled 
single and 
double notes 
with some gruff 
or scratchy notes. 


straight blue-gray 
bill with blackish 


culmen 


black back 
black tail with orange 
outer tail feathers MALE 


SS 
‘e orange face 


Orange 


Has rough nasal call of rump SS pie ee 
cheah, given singly or 1n orange € large white patch and 
series. Also has a loud rattle. underparts edging to feathers 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs 
during breeding season. In small family per, ‘ a gray legs 

i be ie wee id fel 


groups after nesting. Pairs spend much 
time together and both will attack 


predators. Noisy and conspicuous. olive-brown 

Frequents river valley and dusky  rown and es he oe FIRST SPRING 
C ~ re 1] 7 > 1p = “oO a “ A A D 

agricultural areas. Forages eye line a "@P! yellow face, throat, MALE 


olive-brown and breast 


in trees and bushes. Sips 4-4 and wings @ 
fo 


nectar. Eats insects, 
caterpillars, berries, 
and fruit. , He —e blackish 3 BALTIMORE ORIOLE 
eBREEDING ee isto te brown wings Male has hooded 


lie ) with 2 white appearance due to more 
Monogamous; ove lal wing bars : extensive black on head 
also solitary. 


and throat; orange 


‘ upper wing bar; white 

e ~ : pper wing bar; white 

NESTING FR) . lower wing bar; orange 

Incubation 12-14 days BMALE buffy gray belly and distal half to outer tail 
by female. Young altricial; rump, sometimes feathers ¢ female shows 


washed yellow-orange various degrees of 


brooded by female; stay in nest 
12-4 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 


black, olive, and orange 
on head; lacks eye 
¢ POPULATION Common in open areas with shade trees and SUUpS; OFNES On Sian 
in foothill oak forests. Uncommon in winter in southern inci haces. Soule! 
California; casual vagrant to the East in migration and winter. 


e¢ FEEDERS Suet, sliced 
Flight Pattern 


orange, and nectar water. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Frequent 
host to cowbird parasitism. 
Range increasing near man- 
made watercourses planted with 
shrubs and trees. 


Swift strong direct flight with rapid 
wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Shape ae Location & as 


Plant fiber, horse hair, string, and bark, with lining of moss, plant down, wool, 
and hair ® hanging from end of branch, often in cottonwood or willow, or in 
clump of mistletoe, 6-15 feet above ground @ built by female, with some help 


from male ¢ 4-5 light blue or pale gray eggs with dots of brown, gray, or black, 


scrawled with purplish black line; oval to long oval, 0.93 x 0.63 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat @® .% a %&¢ Migration Migratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family | RINGHU_LIDAE Species Fyingilla coelebs Wingspan 9 5 inches 


COMMON CH AFFINCH blue-gray crown i: 


A sparrow-sized Palearctic species commonly seen in parts and nape 4 
of Asia, and perhaps the most common finch in Europe, 
this bird occasionally visits the northeastern United 
States and the Maritimes. It is widely scattered as far 

as North Africa, western Asia, southern Russia, 
and western Siberia. Outside the 
breeding season, the male’s pinkish 
back, face, and underparts become 


pinkish brown 
upperparts 
white bases to 

primaries and 


—e pinkish face, 
throat, breast, 


and sides 


brownish. In flight the white bar broad wing bar « oie 

at the base of the primaries and shoulder patch 
secondaries and the white gray-green 

lesser coverts contrast with is MALE 


the blackish wings and the 
biackish tail with its 
conspicuously flashing white 
outer tail feathers. Juveniles 
resemble adult females but 
are paler overall. 

¢ SONG A bold warbling 
freet, freet, lya-lya-vee, chee- 
yew-keak. Call is pink-pink; 
has flight call of cheup. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 
pairs during nesting season. In 
groups and small flocks after 
breeding. Gregarious in winter; 
often joins mixed-species 
foraging flocks. Forages for food 
in trees and bushes. Eats mainly 


white belly, flanks, 


and undertail coverts 


blackish gray tail with 
white outer tail feathers 


brown eye stripe 
gray-tan 
superciliary 
Stripe 


gray head 
gray-brown 
upperparts white shoulder 


—e patch 


gray-brown tail 
with white outer 
tail feathers 


white wing bar and 


base to primaries 


seeds and insects. Found almost 
anywhere with scattered shrubs 
and trees, orchards, farmlands, 


5 gray 


underparts 


FEMALE 


parks, gardens, and suburbs. 

@ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 
® NESTING Incubation 10-16 days by female; male sometimes 
feeds female on nest. Altricial young brooded by female; remain 
in nest 11-18 days, tended by both sexes, but female does more. 
1—2 broods per year. 

e FEEDERS Will come to 
feeders for seed. 

¢ POPULATION Accidental in 
the Maritimes and in the US in 
Massachusetts and Maine. 
Other reports are thought to be 
of escaped cage birds. 


Similar Birds 


None in North America. 


Flight Pattern 


Somewhat bounding flight with rapid 
wing beats alternating with brief periods 
of wings pulled to sides. 


Nest Identification 


Grasses, lichen, moss, rootlets, and feathers, held together by spiders’ webbing 
and lined with finer materials * decorated with bits of lichen ® in fork of tree or 
—6 light pink or pale gray 


= 


shrub ¢ built by both sexes, but female does more ¢ 3 


Location pj & 


Shape wy 


eggs, with various brownish red markings; oval to short oval, 0.78 x 0.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat -@ « ® %¢ Migration Migratory Weight () 8 ounce 


LOCATION 


DATE TIME 
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Family FRINGILLIDAE Species F'n i//a montifringilla \“©P8 5 56.25 inches | WinesPan 8 5_10 inches 


BRAMBLING Zz ] 


black head | 
and back 


‘This Eurasian native occasionally makes 
visits during migration to the western 
islands of Alaska. It is casual in the fall and 
winter across coastal and southern Canada 
and the northern US to California. Females 
are similar to males in fresh fall plumage 
but are duller in color with an olive-brown 
head and back. Winter males have orange- 
buff shoulders and chests, a white shoulder py f-whin 
bar, and black spotting on the flanks. In flanks with 
flight the long white wing stripe and white 
rump are distinctive. Juveniles are similar 
to adult females but are paler with heavier white belly, 
streaking on the back. ee was 
e SONG Bold grating dzhweeeece. Flight call coverts a: ’ 
is nasal check-check-check. Call is harsh fweerk. . 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs while 
nesting, but in flocks for rest of year; joins 
mixed foraging flocks in winter. Forages in 
trees, bushes, and on ground. Eats seeds and 
insects in summer; seeds in winter. Nests 
in northern forests with birch 
trees. Winters in woodlands 
and weedy fields. ie 
\ ~ WHACKR- 
¢ BREEDING panied 
Monogamous. crown 
Stays in pairs. 
¢ NESTING 
Incubation brownish orange 


shoulder pat hes, 
throat, and breast 


orange shoulder 
patches, throat, 
and breast 


black median 
coverts bordered 
white above and 
tawny orange below 


white 
rump 


olive-brown head 
and back 


tawny orange lower 
wing bar and white 
© upper wing bar 


deeply notched 
black a 


11-12 days by 
female. Young 
altricial; brooded by 
female; stay in nest 
11-13 days, fed by both 

sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Rare to casual 


except western islands in Bering Sea, where it is fairly common in 


spring migration; has nested at 
Flight Pattern 


FEMALE blackish streaking 


on flanks 


least once on Attu Island. 
Scattered fall and winter records 
from coast to coast in southern 
Canada and northern US to 
California. 

e FEEDERS Will come to 
feeders for sunflower seeds. 


Somewhat bounding flight with rapid 
wing beats alternating with brief periods 
of wings pulled to sides. 


Grass, hair, birch bark, and moss, held together with spiders’ webbing and lined 
with hair, wool, down, and feathers ¢ adorned with bits of lichen ® low in tree 
and near trunk ® built by female ¢ 5—7 pale blue eggs, with pink and reddish 
markings; subelliptica! to oval, 0.76 x 0.57 inches. 


Shape gq 


Location & dy 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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| 
i i . . . } * 
Family FRINGILLIDAE Species 7 eycgsticte tephrocotis | ©°8Y 5.756 inches | Wingspan 9_9 5 inches | 


A 
GRAY-C ROWN 3) D RO S Y- F INC H black patch on forehead 


and forecrown 


Flying in large flocks, these birds sometimes migrate as far 
as the Great Plains during the winter months. Like all 


Rosy-Finches, during nesting season these birds ee a 
develop a gular pouch in the upper throat with an bill ae as 
opening to the floor of the mouth. ‘This helps 

them carry large amounts of seeds to their pinkish wings 

young. ‘These birds inhabit barren rocky and rump 


places nestled among glaciers or above 
timberline in montane subalpine 

tundra. Populations living on the silvery gray 
Pribilof and Aleutian islands Maa 
are larger, darker, and 
show more gray on their 
faces than continental 
forms. Females are 
similar but not as 

pink on the wings 

and body as males. 

‘The black bills of 
adults become yellow in 
winter. Juveniles are gray-brown. 


~e dark 
brown back 


pinkish 


underparts 


[] 


JUVENILE 


e SONG Long series of high chirps, similar to that of a House 
Sparrow chorus. Has calls of high lisping chew, an abrasive perv, 
and a high-pitched peews. 


BLACK ROSY-FINCH 
Dark blackish brown 

y ’ _ back, head, throat, and 
e BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Lives in flocks and loose colonies all breast; rosy pink rump, 
year. Males weakly territorial. Forages in shrubs, grasses, and on wine pateny aes 


: ‘ : underparts; black 
ground, hunting in crevices, among rocks, around tundra and forcheadcandterearawant 


snow pools, and along glaciers. Walks rather than hops. Eats gray head band ¢ only 
mostly seeds but actively takes insects, sometimes hawking in the West. 

them in flight. In many populations, males greatly outnumber BROWN-CAPPED 
females, and competition during courtship can be vigorous. ROSy-FINCH 


Dark brown cap; rich 
brown back, nape, face, 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Female chooses throat, and chest; 


territory while male follows and defends her from other birds. reddish. penis 


Mountain populations descend to lower elevations in winter. 


an : : : nae underparts, wing patch, 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Young altricial; rump and uppertail 


brooded by female; stay in nest 16—22 days, fed by both sexes. coverts © western range. 
1 brood in the mountains; 2 broods elsewhere. 
¢ POPULATION Common 
and widespread in Alaska and 
northwestern Canada. Locally 
, common on alpine tundra over 
remaining range. Casual in 
winter to the Midwest and 
Aisne beus oer qnearith bole! southern California; accidental 
neriodtot wines pulled wosides, to Ontario, Quebec, and Maine. 


Somewhat bounding flight with several 


Nest Identification 


Grass, rootlets, lichen, and moss, lined with fine grass, plant down, and 
occasionally feathers ® in ridges of rocks and cliffs, sometimes in cave or eave of 


building ® built by female ¢ 4-5 white eggs, occasionally dotted with reddish 


Shape @ Location é. Si) /a\ 


brown; short pyriform, 0.9 x 0.61 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ | Habitat a Le Weight Undetermined 


DATE ; TIME LOCATION 
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PINE GROSBEAK 
red-tipped plumage 


‘The largest of the grosbeaks makes its home in on ead. Baik aR 

coniferous forests with an abundance of fruiting and uppertail coverts 

shrubs and trees. ‘This stout, tame bird is easily 
ached and may allow itself to be touched ee stubby blackish 

approached and may ¢ si [ =" Sapeiaey 

by human hands. Like many in the finch 

family, the male and female develop gular 2 white wing bars, 

pouches during nesting season to transport sometimes with : x 

i : = ; rae pink wash ; : 2 MALE 

food to nestlings. Except for populations he ; sr 

in the mountains of several western states 

and some in New England forests, MOSt- pikich wings YZ fa bio 

of its range is north ot the US-Canada with white edging ‘indenpeanis 

border. Irruptive flights in some winters — / /e7ta/s 

bring birds into the northeastern Ab ediana ts ——~e gray 

states. Juveniles resemble adult primaries and ‘ overall 

females but are duller, with washes secondaries 

of dull yellow on the head, back, 

and rump instead of the female’s 

yellowish or reddish coloring. long forked 

e SONG Brief clear musical warble, black tail oe 

similar to that of the Purple Finch. Call « 0 reddish head 

is whistled pews, pews, pews. Alarm note 

is chee-ult. 


blackish wings with 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs 2 white wing bars 


d : ae Fe ioe fe » stubby blackish 
during nesting season. ‘lame. and pinkish edging curoed bill 


Gregarious. Forms large flocks soon — #8 feathers 
after juveniles become independent. 

Forages on ground and in trees. 

Eats mainly seeds; also takes buds, 
some fruits, and insects. Male ‘ | Nee FEMALE 
feeds female as part of courtship “ ‘ 

ritual. Mostly sedentary, not often 

moving south of southernmost breeding ranges in winter. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 13-15 days by female. Young altricial; brooded by 
female; stay in nest 13-20 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. RUSSET 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common in open coniferous forests and along VARIANT 
edge of forest. Winters in mixed coniferous-deciduous woodlands, 7 
deciduous forests, second 
--Plig. it Patiorn | '*' growth, and in shade trees in 
———— villages and in suburbs. 
¢ FEEDERS Seeds. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Shallow undulations with series of rapid Vulnerable to loss of habitat due 


wing beats alternating with brief periods to logging ope rations. 
of wings drawn to sides. 


mostly 
grayish overall 


ek Hy 
ae 


ye 
ti e710) 


ation lining Twigs, weeds, and rootlets, with lining of soft grass, rootlets, moss, and lichen 


wee 


¢ on limb of tree or bush, usually 2-25 feet above ground ® built by female 
e 2-5 blue-green eggs with dots of black, purple, and brown; oval to long oval, 
1.0 x 0.72 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ | Habitat ee @ Migration Northern birds migrate Weight 2.0 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


714 © BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


Wingspan 9 25, 10,5 inches 


Length 5.56.25 inches 


Family F RINGILLIDAE Specles Carpodacus purpureus 


P 70 
r Noe eet nnd ” sce oe MALE 
The male is easy to identify by its raspberry- TORE t 

y to. y Dy rosy — —_ * 
colored plumage, brightest on the head, supercilium 0s) red plumage with a, 


brown streaking on 


rump, and chest. Foraging in winter 
P er back and crown 


flocks, these birds depend on 

feeders when food supplies are 

scarce. Juveniles are similar sade 

to adult females; both have aah aes ng ( 

two white wing bars. onto auriculars 

¢ SONG Rapid high- 

pitched rising and falling 

warble. Late winter/early 

spring males may sing in 

chorus. Call is chur-/ee. Flight 

notes are sharp /wck or pit. brown loral mask 
ge extending onto 

e BEHAVIOR Solitary or auriculars 

in pairs in nesting season. 

Male sings from exposed 

perch. Gregarious, tame. In 

flocks after breeding; joins 

mixed-species foraging 

flocks in winter with 

siskins and goldfinches. grayish white 

Forages in trees and i hes 


2 with brown 
hopping on ground. Eats swreaking 


pinkish edging to 
wings and 2 pinkish 
white wing bars 


bright rosy 


red rump 
white belly and 


undertail coverts 


whitish eye line 


brown-gray upperparts 


brown : vi 
with whitish streaks 


malar 


ar ay 
mark 


a 
CASSIN’S FINCH C 
Longer bill with 
straighter culmen; nape 
often slightly crested; 
gray-brown back; wings 
edged with pale pink; 


deeply © 


seeds; some fruits, insects, oe es a ee \ pink 
a . . FEMALE — “0tched tail long primary projection; 

and caterpillars in summer. stickied undertal 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Male displays by dancing around coverts; distinct streaks 


on sides and flanks 


female and vigorously flapping his wings until he ascends to a 
® western range. 


foot above the ground. 

¢ NESTING Incubation about 13 days by female. Altricial 
young brooded by female; stay in nest 14 days, fed by both 
sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 


HOUSE FINCH CO 
Slender not chunky; 
less pointed bill with 
decurved culmen; 


: ‘ ee ‘ indistinct facial pattern; 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common in open coniferous and mixed wiehter sed on ene 


coniferous-deciduous forests, in forest edge, and in suburbs; in rump, throat, and 
Pacific states, 1n oak canyons and lower mountain slopes. breast; dusky streaked 
Declining in the East underparts; squared tail. 
® FEEDERS Millet and sunflower seeds. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Uncommon cowbird host. 
Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 
logging. Decrease in New 
England due to competition 
Swift bounding flight with rapid wing with House Sparrow; recent 

beats alternating with brief periods of declines in East suggest same 
wings pulled to body. with House Finch. 


: Nest Identification | ‘Twigs, weeds, rootlets, strips of bark, and string, with lining of moss, soft grasses, 
moss, and hair ® on branch or in fork of tree, 640 feet above ground ® built by 


female ¢ 3-5 pale green-blue eggs, marked with black and brown; oval to short 


j Flight Pater 


Shape cap Location ; 
P FY & oval, 0.8 x 0.57 inches. 


sos 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat 9g @® Migration Northern birds migrate | Wel8Mt 1.2 ounces _ 


DATE . TIME LOCATION _ 
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alka! a Peal 


‘Species ¢g po acus mexicanus WingsHan 9.75 inches 


brown cap 


HOUSE FINCH 


Originally confined to the West, this finch 
was called a Linnet and introduced as a 
cage bird on Long Island, New York, in 


brown upperparts 
with paler brown 
streaking 


S., | 


aC . vy 5 , j > : ; 
the 1940s. It became abundant in the bright red Dotnet 
East, surpassing the House Sparrow. to orange wing bars 
Today, it is among the most widely bib and ’ 
listributed songbird species in North sah as squared 
distributed songbird species in | head : ay 
America. It often feeds with the MALE 
Purple Finch, especially in winter Ee 
Some male variants are orange or brown -streabed 
yellow instead of red. Juveniles underparts 
resemble adult females. 
¢ SONG Varied rich high- grayish brown- 

pebedrecratchy warhl streaked 

pitched scratchy warble ne 


composed chiefly of 3-note Depew 
phrases; many end with rising whitish buff 
inflections. Both sexes sing, wing bars 
but male’s song 1s longer, 
more complex, and more 
frequent. Call is nasal chee 
or chee-wheet; in flight a 
sharp nasal syee-ah. enepcnreakiod 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary whitish buff 


ORANGE 
VARIANT MALE 


PURPLE FINCH O 
Chunkier; notched tail; 
distinct rosy eyebrow 
and submustachial 


or in pairs during nesting underparts FEMALE stripe; white crissum 
season. Gregarious. Forms ee shea ne Sore 
Sau canniler 2 . el ety stad | oe does not contrast with 
small family groups when young become independent. Larger ededadeape® mule 
foraging flocks in winter may join with other finches. Actively shows raspberry-red on 
forages on ground, in fields, and in suburban areas. Eats mostly head, breast, and rump. 
seeds but in summer takes insects and fruits. Drinks maple sap. CASSIN’S FINCH CO 


Larger; notched tail: 

long straight bill; nape 
often slightly crested; 
bright red crown; pale 


Males are conspicuous and sing often. Studies indicate that the 
redder the male’s plumage, the more desirable he is to females. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 


x : : sae ink-edged wings; 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Altricial young ti pt a 
brooded by female; stay in nest 11-19 days, fed by both sexes. eoverts: distinct 
1-3 broods per year. streaking on sides and 
= - : : flanks © western range. 
¢ POPULATION Abundant over much of North America in a — 


wide variety of habitats, from arid scrub, wooded canyons, cultivated 
fields, and open woodlands to 
suburban yards and urban areas. 
¢ FEEDERS Thistle, millet, 
sunflower, and other seeds. 

¢ CONSERVATION Rare 
cowbird host in the West; fairly 
common host in the East. 


pe me: 5 = 


Pattern. 


Swift somewhat bounding flight with 
rapid wing beats alternating with brief 
periods of wings pulled to sides. 


| Twigs, grass, leaves, rootlets, bits of debris, and feathers ¢ in tree hollow, cactus, 
7 on ground, under eaves of building, in bird boxes, abandoned nests, shrub, tree, 
etc. © built by female ¢ 2-6 light blue eggs, spotted with lilac and black, often 
concentrated at larger end; oval to long oval, 0.8 x 0.57 inches. 


Location gy. a = —} ia 
we, 
ee era 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


‘Plumage Sexes differ 
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Family P RINGILLIDAE Species 7 oxia curvirostra | *€N8'N 5 5_6.5 inches 


RED CROSSBILL 


Crossbills take their name from the overlapping tips 
of the upper and lower mandibles. A resident of 
evergreen forests, they insert the crossed 
mandibles into conifer cones, forcing the 
scales apart while the tongue scoops the Kibles 
° : MANALOUES 
seed into the mouth. Nestlings have crossed at tips 
straight mandibles that cross gradually about 
three weeks out of the nest. Having abundant 
food year-round, this species begins nesting as 
early as January. Juveniles have weakly crossed 
mandibles, gray-olive upperparts heavily 
streaked dark brown, dark brown-streaked 
whitish underparts with yellowish wash, and 
buff-yellow rump. Subspecies of this bird vary 
in size, bill size, and vocalizations and may 
represent up to nine separate species. 


Wingspan 1910.75 inches 


MALE 


dusky wings 
with reddish 


edging 


short notched 
dusky black 
tail 


brick-red 


overall 


whitish gray 
center to belly 


dark undertail 
coverts with 
whitish edging 


¢ SONG Series of 2-note phrases followed 
by trilled warble, 774, yitt, jitt, itt, jiaa-jtiaa- 
Juaaaaa. Calls vary among subspecies. 

¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs during breeding dusky black 
season. Gregarious in small to large flocks = °””S** 
most of year. Forages primarily in conifers, 
some on ground. Eats mostly seeds; also 
insects and caterpillars. Clings under 
branches and cones chickadee-like or 
crawls across limbs and cones like a 
small parrot, using bill and feet. Eats 
bits of mortar and is attracted to salt licks and to 


dust y buff- 


yellow overall 


FEMALE 


winter salt on the sides of roadways. Individuals and . WHITE-WINGED 
flocks fly high and are generally detected by their flight calls. CROSSBILL 
‘ are eae ; White wing bars in all 

e > ve ; . @ aps ain liaae ale 26 5 eng 

BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. Display ing male flies seasons uals pinkien 
above female, vibrating wings and delivering flight song as he red overall ¢ female has 
soars in circles overhead. ) he Susky mottled olive- 

ae . s . hs : yellow upperparts; 

e NESTING Incubation 12-18 days by female. Altricial young . yellow rump; grayish 
brooded by female; stay in nest 15-20 days, fed by both sexes. underparts with 


yellowish wash. 


1-2 broods per year. 


e POPULATION Fairly common in conifers and mixed forests. 
Wanderers, often depend on 


Flight Pattern cone crop. Irruptive flights to 
Gulf states some winters. 
¢ FEEDERS Sunflower seeds. 
® CONSERVATION 
Swift bounding flights, sometimes high \ ulnerable to habitat loss due to 
above ground, on rapidly beating wings logging operations. 
with brief periods of wings pulled to sides. 


Nest Identification | ‘Twigs, pieces of bark, grass, and rootlets, with lining of finer grasses, feathers, 


fur, hair, and moss ® on tree branch far out from trunk, 6-40 feet above ground 
© built by female * 3-4 light green or blue eggs spotted with browns and lilacs; 
oval to long oval, 0.8 x 0.58 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ _| Habitat 9 Migration Nonmigratory | We'ht 1.4 ounces 


DATE ; TIME LOCATION 


Shape wy Location > 


Family  RINGILLIDAE 


Plumage Sexes differ 
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WHITE-WINGED CROSSBILL 
Frequenting a northern range, White-winged 
Crossbills rarely are observed in large numbers 
in the US, except during food shortages 
and periods of overpopulation. Males are 
bright pink with a dusky band on the 
lower back, but plumage pales during 
winter months. Juveniles resemble adult 
females but are buffy tan overall with 
heavy brown streaking. 
¢ SONG Vigorous musical warbles and mee 
chatters, sweet, sweet, sweet, on different whitish center 
pitches and often issued during display to belly 
flight on hovering wings. Call is rapid 
harsh repetitive series of chif-chif-chif 
notes and plaintive peez. yellowish wash 
* BEHAVIOR Gregarious. ‘Tame. one om 
In pairs during nesting season 
from early winter to spring. black wings with 
Forages in small flocks most eae ue 

ae ve: Pers wing bars 
of year. Principal diet 1s . 
conifer seeds; also eats seeds 
from other trees, weeds, FEMALE 
grasses, and sunflowers. ‘Takes 
some insects. Attracted to salt 
licks and salt on surfaces of 
winter highways. Like Red 
Crossbill, uses mandible tips to 
spread cone scales while removing seed 
with tongue. Climbs over branches parrotlike using feet and bill. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 
¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Incubation 
12-14 days by female. Altricial young brooded by female; stay in 
nest estimated 15-20 days. Both sexes regurgitate milky seed 
pulp mixture to nestlings. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common but erratic in conifer and 
mixed coniferous-deciduous forests. Irregular wanderer; 
irruptive southward migration dependent on cone seed crops. 


Se notched black tail 


Species | xia leucoptera Length 66.75 inches | MMsP@n 9 510.5 inches 


bright pink 
overall 


2 bold broad 


white wing bars 


black wings 
@ and tail 


white 
undertail 
COVETTS 


grayish olive 
overall 


dusky streaks 
and mottling 


RED CROSSBILI 

Male brick-red overall; 
dark brownish black 
wings without wing bars 
e female has dusky 
yellow upperparts with 
dusky mottling; yellow 
rump; brownish black 
wings lack wing bars; 
dull yellow underparts 
lack streaking or 


mottling. 


Western populations expanding 


| Flight Pattern range southward. 


e FEEDERS Sunflower seeds. 


¢ CONSERVATION 


Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 


Swift bounding flight with rapidly beating logging operations. I leavy 


wings alternating with brief periods of mortality in winter due to traffic 


wings pulled to sides. on salted roadways. 


Grass, bark, lichen, moss, and hair ® lined with twigs and weeds ® on 


horizontal tree limb far out from trunk, 


Shape we lieeation ron female ¢ 3-5 whitish to pale blue-green 


3-70 feet above ground ® built by 


eggs with brown and lavender spotting 


at larger end; oval to long oval, 0.86 x 0.62 inches. 


Habitat 9oe 9,0 @, -Migration Nionmigratory | “&'€" 1.0 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Species Curduelis flammea Length 55 5 inches | Wingspan g 25_9 inches | 
Al 
SS 


COMMON REDPOLL pee 


This finch is most commonly observed in the tundra, orange-red 
but during some winters, foraging flocks migrate to MALE 2» cap 
southern Canada and the northern US. It is a 

ame bi at 2 ‘s close approach and 7 :; 
tame bird that illows close ippt yach anc whisiecedel Gu 
does not fight over territory. he best heavy brown streaking 
field mark is the red to orange cap on nape and back 
and black chin combined with the 
streaked rump, uppertail coverts, 


Family FRINGILLIDAE 


sharp conical bill is 
buff with black tip 


—~e black chin 


bright rose-pink 
breast and sides 


sides, and crissum. Although Alackish brown 
primarily nonmigratory, the wings with 2 narrow 


northern populations do migrate. @/// 2g bars 


e SONG Trills, then bubbling 
twittering including c/// notes 
of flight song, a rattling ci/- 
chit-chit-chit. Call is swee-ee-et. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. 
‘Tame. Lives in flocks all 
year. Loosely territorial or eee | 
nonterritorial, with blackish tail ee eT 
; dark brown streaks 
breeding pairs nesting on sides, flanks, and 
close to one another. brown hindcrown undertail coverts 
and nape 


Forages chickadee- 
like, clinging to 2 narrow 
branch tips and white wingbars & 
weed tops for seeds, 
mainly from birches, 
alders, willows, and 
weeds. Also forages on 


red or orange- 


red cap 


WINTER 


HOARY REDPOLL 
Paler frostier body; 


blackish 


eround for weed and brown slightly smaller bill; 
notched tail faint, minimal, or absent 


grass seeds. Eats 
insects during summer. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. FEMALE 


Solitary to loose colonial. 


streaking on rump, 
sides, flanks, and 
crissum ® male’s breast 


whitish overall 

with brown streaking 
is generally a paler pink 

ate . . ‘ : -_ and ts restricted to 

¢ NESTING Incubation 10-11 days by female. Young altricial; sides, bur'pinleaneeene 


brooded by female; stay in nest 9-14 days, fed mostly by absent in winter 
female, but sometimes by male and by additional male helpers. pinaee: 
1—2- broods per year. 


Flight Pattern 


¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common, breeding in tundra 
scrub, scrubby areas, and 
subarctic forest. Winters in 
brushy areas. Irregular in the 
US south of Canada border. 
e¢ FEEDERS Thistle, millet, 
sunflower seeds. 


Moves relentlessly in undulating flight, 


with series of rapid wing beats alternating 


with brief periods of wings pulled to sides. 


Nest Identification 


Shape qy Gy Location gay. & 
short oval, 0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ | tabitat 0 8.e « Migration Nonmigratory | We'8ht 0.5 ounce 


DATE » TIME LOCATION 


Moss, feathers, plant material, and animal fur @ lined with twigs and grass 
¢ generally hidden in dense low shrubs, occasionally in crevices in rocks or 


rocky outcroppings @ built by female ¢ 4-7 pale green or blue-green eggs, 


with purplish to reddish brown spots concentrated at larger end; oval to 


Family FRINGILLIDAE ‘S 


Juveniles resemble females 
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Spec ies Carduelis hornemanni \*©"8th 55.75 inches | Wingspan 8.59.25 inches 


HOARY REDPOLL 


Breeding along the arctic coast, this bird closely 
resembles its cousin, the Common Redpoll, 
but has little or no streaking on its rump 
and crissum and has silvery white 

plumage, presenting a more 

frosted appearance. Not wary of 

humans in the manner of 
many high arctic species, 
it will sometimes land 

on a shoulder or come 

to the hand for food. 
During the winter, this 
bird is almost always in 
the company of 
Common Redpolls. 

The female is similar 

to the male but lacks 

the pink wash on the 
breast and the faint 
streaking on the sides. 


light brown 
Streaking 4 
on back pale buff-grayish 
to whitish 

notched upperparts 
black tail 


stubby 
bill 


black 
ChIN 


pat h 


white crissum and 
rump with little or 
no streaking 


but lack the black chin and red 
cap and show more streaking on hie indent 
the underparts. with pinkish wash 

¢ SONG A trill followed by a slow twitter, on breast 
zzz222%-chee-chee-chee-chee. Call is a plaintive fweer. 

¢ BEHAVIOR ‘Tame. Gregarious year-round. Nests in 

loose colonies with pairs close together and males apparently 


not defending territories. Forms foraging flocks after breeding 

when young become independent. Joins mixed-species flocks 

with other finch species in winter. Forages for food on ground 

and in bushes and trees. Eats seeds and insects. Regurgitates 

milky mix of seeds and insects to nestlings. Forages in brushy 

and weedy habitats in winter. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Semicolonial. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 9-12 days by female. Young altricial; 

brooded by female; stay in nest 9-14 days, fed by both sexes. 
—2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly 


a Flight Pattern 


COMMON REDPOLL 
Conspicuous streaking 


on rump, flanks, and 


undertail coverts; 
heavier brown streaking 
on nape and upperparts; 
slightly larger bill 

¢ male shows rosy pink 
on breast and sides 


extending onto cheeks. 


common on scrubby tundra. 
‘This bird is irregular in winter 
south of Canada. 

e FEEDERS Will come to 
feeders for thistle, millet, 
sunflower, and other seeds. 


Swift bounding flight on rapidly beating 
wings alternating with brief periods of 
wings pulled to sides. 


ee 


e Vest Identification Ui i 
ANNs 


a lish ‘Twigs, grass, and rootlets, with lining of soft grass, feathers, and hair @ in 
Hie elev ae I 


middle of low bush or on ground sheltered by rocks or vegetation ® built by 


female ¢ 4-6 light green to bluish green eggs, dotted with reddish brown, 
usually concentrated at larger end; oval to short oval, 0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


‘Plumage Sexes differ | Habitat ___g @ = | Migration Northern birds migrate | “e2ht 0.5 ounce 


DATE TIME 


LOCATION 
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SPecles Carduelis spinus 


EURASIAN SISKIN 

Vagrants of this widespread Eurasian black crown 
species occasionally cross the Bering and chin 
Strait to Attu Island in the Aleutians, 
and in the East they have been 
observed in southern 

Ontario, Massachusetts, 


Family F RINGILLIDAE 


Length 4.75_5 inches | Wingspan g 5_9 inches 


greenish yellow 
upperparts with 
black streaking 


yellow stripes on 
wings and base of 


sharply e— outer tail feathers 


pointed bill 
and New Jersey. The ee. 
male’s black crown and a aid 
eae ee : throat, and 
chin, greenish upperparts, and breast 


yellow rump and underparts 
clearly distinguish this small bird 
from its North American cousin, black-streaked 
the Pine Siskin, as well as any other —-)¢/“ow sides 

: a Re and flanks 
North American finch species. In 
flight the yellow rump and long 
yellow stripe at the base of the 
blackish flight feathers are 
conspicuous. Juveniles are similar 
to females but have more heavily 
streaked underparts that are not 
washed with yellow. 
e SONG Pleasant rapid 
warbling twittering of fsee-vee, 


MALE 


BS 


Son belly 


and crissum 


yellowish supercilium 


black-streaked greenish 
gray upperparts 
FEMALE 


~e yellowish wash on 
dark-streaked underparts 


Similar Birds 


PINE SISKIN 
Brown upperparts 


$See-Vee, ISee-Vee. Call is bold tee- white belly 
ce-lee-tee and single metallic ¢su. — gnd crissum 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 
pairs in nesting season. Small 
family groups after breeding. 
‘Tame and gregarious. Forms Dacbih Ell aa 

flocks in winter; often joins other yellow base to 

finches. Forages in trees, brush, outer tail feathers 

weedy fields, and on ground for 

seeds, some insects. Sometimes hangs upside down when 
pulling seeds from conifer cones. Nomadic; follows food supply. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Male displays by singing, 
ascending, and flying around female in circles. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 11-14 days by female. Altricial young 
brooded by female; stay in nest 
12-15 days, fed by both sexes. 
2 broods per year. 

@ POPULATION Accidental in 
Aleutians, southeast Canada, 
$$$ and northeastern US. 

Swift and very bounding flight with rapid e FEEDERS Seed. 


streaked dark brown; 
white underparts with 
brown streaking; 
brownish wings with 
yellow upper and white 


lower wing bar; yellow 

at base of primaries and 
secondaries forms wing 
stripe in flight; notched 
blackish tail with yellow 
base to outer feathers. 


Flight Pattern 


wing beats alternating with brief periods 
of wings pulled to sides. 


Nest Identification ‘Twigs, moss, grass, and wool ® lined with hair, wool, down, and rootlets ® high in 


tree’near end of limb @ built by female, with some help from male ¢ 3-5 glossy 


light blue eggs, heavily marked with reddish browns, purples, and pinks; 
subelliptical, 0.64 x 0.48 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat oe 9.8 a Migration Migratory Weight (5 ounce 


DATE _ TIME LOCATION 


Shape wy Location iit 


Family F RINGILLIDAE 


PINE SISKIN 


several thousand birds. When food ts scarce 
these daytime migrants may travel as far 
south as Florida and central Mexico, 
flying in tightly formed flocks. In flight 
the yellow wing stripe at the base of the 
flight feathers and the yellow base to 
the outer tail feathers are conspicuous. 
Females are similar to males but with 
more washed-out yellow plumage. 
Juveniles resemble females but show 

a yellowish wash overail. 

¢ SONG Husky canary-like 

twittering warble, rising and falling in 
pitch and interspersed with a rapid 
ascending ZZZzzzz2z222z277¢e!, sounding 
like the equivalent of a bird with a 
chainsaw. Call is rising /e-ee. Flight note 1s 
hoarse descending chee. 


Species Cordyelis pinus | €N8th 4.55.25 inches | WiNesPan 8 5_9 inches 


] 
| 
In fall and winter this is a common visitor to northern | 
forests, where it forages in flocks that may include | 


white underparts 
with brown 
streaking 


¢ BEHAVIOR ‘Tame, may allow close approach. 
Gregarious. In small groups or flocks year-round. Weakly 
territorial or not at all, with pairs nesting close to one another, 
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brown upperparts with — 
dark brown streaking ’ 


brownish black 
wings with white 
lower and yellow 
upperwing bars 
slender 


pointed ill 


yellow at base of 
primaries and 
secondaries 


notched blackish tail 
with yellow base to 
outer tail feathers 


often in the same tree. Forages on ground and in trees for seeds 


from alders, birches, spruce, and other trees. 
seeds and weeds, some insects in summer. Nomadic in fall and 
winter. Attracted to salt licks and salt-treated winter highways. 
Feeds on sap at drill wells created by sapsuckers. Mountain 
populations descent to lower elevations prior to winter onset. 


| @ BREEDING Monogamous. Semicolonial. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 13 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 14-15 days, fed by both sexes. : 


2 broods per year. 


¢ POPULATION Widespread and abundant in coniferous and 
mixed conifer-deciduous forests, in woodlands, parks, weedy 
| fields, and near human habitation. Erratic irruptions in some 
| winters bring large numbers far south of normal wintering range. 
e FEEDERS Mixed seed, 
thistle, and black oil sunflower 
seed. Also will bathe and drink 
in birdbaths. 
¢ CONSERVATION Fatalities 
high in winter; birds attracted to 
salt on roads become reluctant 


Flight Pattern 


Flight is high and swift in compact flocks 
| with long undulating sweeps. 


Nest Identification 


to fly. 


Also eats thistle 


HOUSE FINCH Y 
Stubbier thicker bill; 
longer tail with squarish 


tip; 2 


narrow white wing 
bars; lacks yellow at 
base of tail, primaries, 


and secondaries. 


COMMON REDPOLL & 
Red cap: black chin; 2 
narrow white wing bars; 
lacks yellow plumage 


on wings and tail. 


Bark, moss, feathers, and animal fur @ lined with grass and twigs 
¢ usually hidden in conifer, placed far out from trunk ¢ 10-50 feet above 


ground ® built by female ¢ 3-5 pale greenish blue eggs, with brown and 


| Shape <> «gp Location ie 


DATE TIME 


black spots concentrated on larger end; short oval to short subelliptical, 
0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat opp Migration \ J igratory Weight (5 ounce 


LOCATION 
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Family FRINGILLIDAE Species Cardyelis psaltria |*®"8M 4.5 inches WINESPaN Sinches | | 
A 


LESSER GOLDFINCH 


Smaller than the American Goldfinch, this bird 
is welcome in the Southwest because of its 


black cap 


dark greenish 


pleasant song and the amount of weed seeds it olive 
consumes. It can be distinguished from other upperparts y re ae 
goldfinches by the white patch at the base of 

the primaries, which shows as a white wing GREEN- ie 
stripe in flight. All adult males have a black BACKED white wing bar 
crown, but the color of the back varies MALE conspicuous white 


wing patch at base 


with range: black-backed birds in the East itch a 
of primaries 


and green-backed birds in the West. 
Juvenile males are similar to females 
but have a black forehead and black 


bright yellow- 
green underparts 


streaking on the crown. black wings 
¢ SONG Complex warbling ee ie 
. . 5 . CAZES TO 
twittering exuberant series of swee ae Je 
é 1evTIQIS > 
ay eee sence 3 yellow 
notes. Call is mewing /ee-yee and aie ee 
7 : undertail coverts JUVENILE 
drawn-out nasal zweeir, MALE 


¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs or small peri seas 
flocks. Gregarious. Forages in 
flocks in brush, shrubs, and 
weedy fields. Frequents 
birdbaths and faucets. 
Eats weed seeds, other 


greenish olive BLACK-BACKED 


Uu érparts ‘ 
blackish pap MALE _ 


wings with 


seeds, and insects. Paphiie 
¢ BREEDING wing bars AMERICAN 


GOLDFINCH 
Larger; stubby pinkish 
bill; whitish undertail i 
coverts; blackish wings ! 
with 2 whitish to buff 


Monogamous. Pairs 
stay together in 

winter; may mate for 
life. Male displays with 


dull yellowish 
green underparts 


singing flight song; feeds white tips to a bars ang) kc 
oe . : dk: tertials and white ; * edging to tertials an 
female during courtship. hake fe Beonaries notched @ secondantes: achat 
¢ NESTING Late nester. blackish tatt patch across base of 

: a" St rimaries © in winte 
Incubation 12 days by female, fed by male. Altricial young NT 
brooded by female; stay in nest 11-15 days. Both sexes feed upperparts; grayish 
regurgitated milky seed pulp. 1—2 broods per year. white underparts with 


buff wash on flanks. 


@ POPULATION Common in open habitats with scattered 
trees, brush fields, and woodland borders, especially near water and 
near human habitation. Casual 


Flight Pattern in the Great Plains. Accidental 
in the East. 


e FEEDERS Thistle, mixed 
seeds, and sunflower seeds. 

3 = ; : : ; @ ‘ an By la ml g As 
High bouncy swift flight with rapid wing CONSERVAT ION Rare 
beats alternating with brief periods of cowbird host. 


wings pulled to sides. 


Nest Identification Plant fibers, grasses, and bark pieces, with lining of feathers, cotton, and plant 
down ® usually cradled across limb of tree or bush or occasionally set in tall 


weeds @ 2-30 feet above ground ® built by female ® 3-6 light blue eggs, usually 


Sh Locati 
a ww ne = SS ees unmarked; ovate to rounded ovate, 0.61 x 0.45 inches. 

Plumage Sexes differ Habitat i ud Be Migration Northern birds migrate Weight 9 3 ounce 
DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Species Cardyelis tristis Length 5 inches Wingspan 8 75-9 inches 


Family FRINGILLIDAE 


AMERICAN GOLDFINCH 


Often called the “wild canary” in the Southeast, the 
male in breeding plumage 1s a bright canary yellow. 
The female is more dull overall, while the young have 
whitish cinnamon wing bars and rump. Adult males in 
winter look more like the females and juveniles. 


bright 
yellow 


e SONG A jumbled series of musical 
warbles and trills often with a drawn-out 
baybeee note. Flight song sounds like 


per-chick-oree ot po-tato-chips. 


e BEHAVIOR Occurs in flocks 


in nonbreeding season. In 
spring, feeds on the small 
seeds from dandelions. 
In the late summer 
breeding season, 

males engage 

in aerial 

displays of tail 
exaggerated 

roller coaster—like 

flights across the sky, 
singing po-tato-chip with 
each downward glide. 

¢ BREEDING 
Monogamous. 
Among the very 
latest songbirds 
to nest each year. 
‘Territorial 
defense and 
mate selection 
begins in late 
summer and 
continues into early fall. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 
10-12 days by female. 
Young stay in nest 


pale 
yellow 
underparts 


Undulating, roller coaster-like flight with 


several rapid wing beats and a pause. 


Nest Identification 


black 


EXTENSIVE 
white edging 
On WINE 


FEMALE 


JUVENILE WINTER PLUMAGE 


olive upperparts 


11-17 days, fed by both sexes. 
1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common. 
Declining in eastern North 
America; stable in the West. 

e FEEDERS Black (oil) 
sunflower seeds, thistle. 


black wings with 
white double 
wing bars 


MALE 


MALE 
WINTER PLUMAGE 


YELLOW WARBLER Gc 
Lacks wing bars and 
black wing and tail 

e breeds throughout 
much of the North, 
Southwest. 


LESSER GOLDFINCH O 
Yellow undertail coverts 
* ranges in the 

Northwest, Rockies, and 
much of the Southwest. 


Phiable vegetation lined with plant down ®@ caterpillar webbing and spider silk 
often used to bind outer rim ® usually along the edge of an open area ® built by 
female ® extremely well woven @ 4-6 pale blue or bluish white eggs; 


Shape Q@y Location sy» & gp, 


subelliptical to oval, 0.6 inch long. 


Plumage Sexes differ | Habitat @ __ @ sxx | Migration Migratory Weight 0.5 ounce 


DATE 


TIME LOCATION 
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Family FRINGILLIDAE | SP®°©S Coccothraustes vespertinus | “©98N 7,75-8.5 inches | WiNesPan 1313.75 inches 
psi 


EVENING GROSBEAK 


3 . = 8 od yellow forehead 
Since the late 19th century the breeding range of this ey es 
chunky bird has expanded eastward, supported by 
seed from new trees and by increased feeding 
stations. Fall migratory patterns are erratic; birds 
only leave breeding ranges when food 
supplies fail or populations become 
sizeable. Flocks may arrive ina region — /arge white or 
one winter and not return the next. greenish yellow 
In flight the short notched tail and conical bill 
large wing patches are distinctive. black 


black crown on 
brownish head 
and nape 


dark brown 
and yellow 
overall 


e SONG Series of clipped warbled wings wees 

phrases, ending in shrill whistled note. Diinenbes : 
=F , athe . ao 4 6. 

Calls are loud piercing clee-ip, pee) and white patch 

chirp. Flocks sound like chorus of On WINgS 

amplified House Sparrows. i 

e BEHAVIOR Gregarious. ; an re wt 

m2 ae silver-gray : : 7 

Tame. Noisy. In groups and woneli, ‘Ge body 

flocks during breeding and back oe as 

season; pairs nest 

loses. Mats insects black 

closely. Hats insects, ae yellowish 

including spruce mark nape black wings 


budworm, while 
nesting; also eats 
buds, sap, and seeds 


with large 
@ white patches 
- ¢ patches 


white chin ow 


and throat 


from trees and gray-buff 
shrubs; fruits and underparts 


berries. In winter and rump 


looks for salt and drinks 
water from melting snow. 


\MERICAN 


ya GOLDFINCH & 
vo  — Smaller; black cap; pink 


FEMALE 


® BREEDING black uppertail conical bill; bright 
\ . : aarreaenl : yellow upperparts and 
Monogamous. Semicolonial. = “overts with : levonmee-Weine 
3 ; white tips notched tail € under] arts; white 
¢ NESTING Incubation with white tip undertail coverts; black 
ag ty Inos: 2 j ing 
11-14 days by female; male feeds wines) RUE Ane 


‘ : _ 7 af 5 bars; white edging to 
incubating female on nest. Young altricial; brooded by female; certialse nerehed Gite 


stay in nest 13-14 days, fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. tail with white tips on 


inner webs. 


@ POPULATION Fairly common in breeding season in conifers 
and mixed woodlots; in mountains in West. Irregular in winter in 


woodlots, parks, second growth, 
Flight Pattern 


suburban areas. 

¢ FEEDERS Sunflower seeds; 
frequents birdbaths. 

¢ CONSERVATION Rare 
cowbird host. Many killed on 
salt-treated highways in winter. 


Swift shallow bounding flight with rapid 
wing beats alternating with brief periods 
of wings pulled to sides. 


Frail structure of twigs, grass, moss, roots, and pine needles ¢ lined with fine 
materials ® built en horizontal branch of tree far out from trunk ® usually 

20-60 feet above ground (but up to 100 feet) ¢ built by female ¢ 3-5 pale blue 
to bluish green eggs, with brown, gray, and purple spotting; oval to short oval, 
1.0 x 0.8 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat ¢e@ @® A Migration Some migrate Weight 2.1 ounces 


DATE _ '_ TIME LOCATION 


Nest Identification 


Location gy, 


wn 


Shape - 
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Family PaSSERIDAE Species Passer domesticus | “8th 5 5_6.5 inches | WiN8SPAN 9 5_10 inches 


HOUSE SPARROW 


‘This bird was introduced in New York 
City from Europe in the 1850s. By 

the early 20th century it was 
established over most of the 
continent. With the popularity 
of cars it began to decline; 
fewer horses meant less 
undigested grain to be gleaned 
from horse manure. Sometimes 
called the English Sparrow, it is 
the world’s most widespread songbird. 
Juveniles resemble females but have 
browner upperparts, buffier underparts, 
and a pinkish bill. 


B7AY CTOON 
a nd che eRS 


black 
bill e— 


black bib 


and lores 


white submustache 
Joins white half- 
collar 


white 
wing bar 


e SONG ‘Twittering series of chirps. 


——< — 


chestnut nape Joins 
@ postocular stripe 


buff-brown back 
and wings with 
black streaking 


MALE 


gray rump 
and tail 


pale gray 
underparts 


Call is monotonous repeated 
cheep-cheep-cheep. 

e BEHAVIOR Aggressive 
and noisy. In pairs 

during nesting season; 


dusky postocular 
stripe below buff 


eyebrow 


blackish-streaked 
buff-brown 


upperparts 


family groups and 
flocks after breeding. 
Feeds and roosts in 
huge flocks. Hops. 
Forages on ground, in 
trees and shrubs, in urban 
and rural areas. Eats insects, 
caterpillars, seeds, grains, and 

fruits. Inspects car grilles for insects. 
Usurps nesting cavities from other species. 


dusky bill y 
with yellowish © 
base to lower 
mandible 

white 
wing bar 


brownish gray 
underparts 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Some promiscuous. Males form 
circle around female and aggressively battle with each other. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 10-14 days by both sexes, mostly by 
female. Altricial young brooded by female; stay in nest 14-17 
days; both sexes feed by regurgitation. 2-3 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Abundant and widespread in urban and 


FEMALE 


WINTER 
MALE 


EURASIAN TREE 
SPARROW 

Reddish brown crown; 
white cheek with black 
patch; black loral mask 


and chin; black- 


streaked brownish 


upperparts; white wing 


bar has black upper 


border; dusky brown 


underparts ® locally 


common only in and 


around St. Louis, 


Missouri, and Illinois. 


cultivated areas and around human habitation; gradually declining. 


Flight Pattern 


Swift somewhat bounding flight with 
rapid wing beats alternating with brief 
periods of wings pulled to sides. 


Nest Identification 


Shape #: ii i Ey 
Location baa ii St) ae 


e FEEDERS AND 
BIRDHOUSES Will come to 
feeders for small seeds and 
grains; nests in bird boxes. 

¢ CONSERVATION Rare 
cowbird host. Out-competes 
other secondary-cavity nesters 
but loses to European Starlings. 


Grass, straw, weeds, cotton, bits of debris, twigs, and feathers ® in tree hollow, 
under eaves of building or other sheltered areas, or in bird boxes; abandoned 
nests of other birds ¢ on the backs of highway signs and billboards in the West 
¢ built by both sexes ¢ 3-7 light green or blue eggs, dotted with grays and 
browns, concentrated toward larger end; oval to long oval, 0.9 x 0.7 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat @® 9.¢@ .. wf Migration Nonmigratory | “e'8t 1.0 ounce 


DATE TIME 


LOCATION 
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Family PassERIDAE Species Passer montanus Length 5 56 inches | Winespan g_9 5 inches 
aN 


EURASIAN TREE SPARROW 
CHESTNUT CTORN | 


‘This small bird was introduced from Germany into anda 
St. Louis, Missouri, in 1870, and from there it has Black nalchiee 
spread only into east-central Missouri and bar tooeris 
western Illinois. “Today it is common but 

local and stable in its limited ranges gray-brown 
Distinguished from the House back with black 
Sparrow by its brownish red abies 
crown, this bird usually makes 

its home near farmland and 

suburban gardens. Less 

ageressive than the white wing bar 
House Sparrow, this with black 
bird chooses not to ubiper untae 
compete for 

roosting or nesting 
territory, which may 
limit its distribution. 
Juveniles are paler 
than adults and have 
grayish black chins and 
auriculars and black streaking 
on the forehead and forecrown. 


small 
black bib 


dirty white or 

© SONG Series of chirps and cheeps, gray belly and sides 

with double ciissick, similar to House Sparrow 

but harsher and higher pitched. Flight note is quick chip, chip and feck, Leck. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. In pairs for nesting but forms family groups and flocks after 

breeding. Shy but it often allows closer approach than House Sparrow. Not aggressive toward 

other birds or competitive over occupied nesting sites. Forages on ground and in trees. Eats 

seeds, grains, and insects. May join House Sparrows in mixed-species foraging flocks. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Small loose colonies. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 13-14 days by both sexes. Young | 

altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest 12-14 days, fed by both Similar Birds 

sexes. 2-3 broods per year. aa HOUSE SPARROWG" 

¢ POPULATION Common in its range where House Sparrows NS Gray crown; gray cheek 

are scarce, in farmlands, parks, suburbs, and areas of human * patchy black bib 

: : ‘ . a ; extends onto chest. 

habitation. Accidental elsewhere in North America. 

e FEEDERS AND BIRDHOUSES Will nest in bird boxes and 
come for small seeds and grains. 

OOo On 

known brood parasitism by 

cowbirds. Out-competed for 

nesting cavities by other species 

in its range. 


Swift somewhat bounding flight with 
rapid wing beats alternating with brief 


periods of wings pulled to sides. 


Nest Identification Straw, grasses, feathers, weeds, and bits of debris ® in cavity in tree hollow, 
under eaves of building, in bird box, in crevice of cliff, ete. © built by both sexes 


Shape ce: e 4-6 light gray to white eggs, with brownish spots; subelliptical, 


Location a na z, ae ii —_ (0.8 x 0.55 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | abitat 0 ® Migration Nonmigratory | “'€"t 0.8 ounce 


DATE . TIME 


LOCATION 


— 
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ACCIDENTAL SPECIES 


hese rare birds, which have been recorded in the area covered by this 

field guide, have not been profiled on full pages in this book. Included 
here is a list of these accidental species and those occurrences that have 
been reliably documented by the American Ornithologists Union (AOU) 
Check-list of North American Birds, 7th edition, with multiple locations 


separated by semicolons. 


Kermadec Petrel, 
Prerodroma neglecta: PA 


Mottled Petrel, 


Prerodroma tnexpectata. NY 


White-chinned Petrel, 
Procellaria aequinoctians: 


Galveston Co., TX; NC 


Mongolian Plover, 
Charadrius mongolus: 


NJ: LA: RI 


Wandering Tattler, 
Heteroscelus incanus: 


ON; MB; ‘TX; MA 


Terek Sandpiper, 
Nenus cinereus: 


northeast MB; MA 
Temminck’s Stint, 


Calidris temminckii: TN 


Broad-billed Sandpiper, 
Limicola falcinellus: 


NS; New York, NY 


Tufted Puffin, 


Fratercula cirrhata: ME 


Common Cuckoo, 
Cuculus canorus: 


Martha’s Vineyard, MA 


Red-naped Sapsucker, 
Sphyrapicus nuchalis: 
KS; OK; LA 


Pygmy Nuthatch, 
Sita pygmaea: 


IA; KS; TX 


Siberian Rubythroat, 
Luscinia calliope: ON 


Brewer’s Sparrow, 
Spizella brewert: 


MB; NS; IL; MA 


Scott’s Oriole, 
Icterus parisorum: 


ON; LA; MN; WI 


Black Rosy-Finch, 


Leucosticte atrata. OH 


Cassin’s Finch, 
Carpodacus cassiniv. NIN 
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e AERIE 

A nest located on a cliff 
or high place, usually 
built by a raptor, a bird 
of prey. 


@ AGAVE 

A desert plant with a 
spikelike flower, similar 
to a Yucca plant. 


e AIR SAC 

A series of thin-walled 
sacs, typically eight or 
nine (but ranging from 
six to fourteen, depen- 
ding on the species) that 
in conjunction with the 
paired lungs comprise 
the bird’s respiratory 
system. 


e ALAR BAR 

A contrasting line (bar) 
of plumage beginning in 
the alar region of the 
wing (where the wing 
bends at the wrist and on 
the leading edge) and 
running from that point 
at an angle toward the 
bird’s body, stopping 
where the back of the 
wing joins the body. ‘The 
effect is a patch or line of 
feathers that differ from 
the color of the wing 
feathers around it, thus 
producing a visible bar 
on the top of the wing. 
Sometimes the bar runs 
from the alula to the 
base of the wing on the 
front side (leading edge). 


GLOSSARY 


¢ ALTERNATE 
PLUMAGE 
See Breeding Plumage. 


¢ ALTITUDINAL 
MOVEMENTS 

(Vertical migrations) A 
bird’s regular seasonal 
vertical movement, often 
from the mountaintops 
in summer to lower 
regions or valleys during 
winter, with a return to 
higher elevations the 
following spring. 


© ALTRICIAL 

‘Term for young birds 
that hatch in a helpless 
state, usually naked with 
eyes closed, and are 
totally dependent on 

the parents. 


e ALULA 

A small group of feathers 
that protrude from the 
outermost joint of the 
wing. It has 1ts own 
group of muscles and 
moves independently 
from the flight feathers. 
By adjusting the angle of 
the alula, the bird is able 
to regulate the air flow 
over the top of the wing, 
allowing it to alight or 
land at slower speeds 
without stalling. 


e ANHEDRAL 

‘The downward curve of 
a bird’s wings when 

in flight. 


¢ ARBOREAL 
A tree-dwelling bird. 


¢ AURICULARS 
Feathers along the sides 
of the ears, often called 
ear COVErtS OF car 
patches. 


e AXILLARIES 

Rigid feathers along the 
underside of the wings 
where they connect to 
the body, corresponding 
to the underarm area in 
a human. 


e BASIC PLUMAGE 
See Winter Plumage. 


e BREEDING 
PLUMAGE 

(Alternate plumage) 
Seasonal alterations in 
appearance to attract 
birds of the opposite 
sex, such as changes in 
color or the addition of 
ornamental ruffs. ‘This 
is accomplished by a 
feather molt from 

the basic, or winter, 
plumage. 


°¢ CAMBIUM 

Plant tissue near the 
inner bark of a tree that 
produces lateral growth. 


® CATKIN 

A spike of flowers such 
as those found on a 
willow or birch tree. 


—SSS 


e CERE 

The fleshy area on top of 
the base of the upper bill 
that contains the nostrils. 
Present on the bills of 
some bird species, 
particularly among 

birds of prey. 


e CLUTCH 

The total number of 
eggs laid during a single 
nesting period; some birds 
lay several clutches in a 
nesting season. 


¢ COLONIAL 

The pattern of nesting 
close together with birds 
of the same species. 
Sometimes only a few 
nests packed close 
together constitute a 
colony, but some may 
hold hundreds or thou- 
sands of nesting pairs. 


¢ CONSPECIFIC 
Birds that are members 
of the same species. 


¢ CONGENERS 
Distinct bird species that 
are related to one 
another by being in the 
same genus. 


¢ COVERTS 

A covering of feathers 
overlaying the upper and 
lower part of the wings, 
covering the bases of the 
flight feathers (wing 
coverts); also on top of 
the tail feathers 
(uppertail coverts and 
undertail coverts). 
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© CRECHE 

An aggregation of 
hatchlings of a nesting 
colony, living together 
while they are ina 
dependent state and fed 
and tended by the 

adult birds. 


¢ CREPUSCULAR 
Birds that feed and 
are active during 
twilight hours. 


¢ CRISSUM 

Feathers covering the 
base of the undertail, 
usually a different color 
from the rest of the 
underparts. Also called 
undertail coverts. 


e CROP 

Where food ts stored in 
the esophagus for later 
digestion, or to be 
regurgitated and fed to 
hatchlings. Some birds, 
such as pigeons and 
doves, have a 
two-chambered crop 
that produces special 
milk to nourish 

their young. 


¢ CROWN 

‘Top of the head between 
the forehead and the 
back of the head or 
occiput. 


¢ CULMEN 

‘Lop ridge of the upper 
mandible, darker on 
some birds than the side 


of the bill. 


e DABBLING 

Method of surface 
feeding by a relatively 
short-necked short- 
legged duck. It tips up 
the tail and body, then 
dips its bill and neck 
into water. [hese ducks 
are called dabblers. See 
‘Tipping-up. 


¢ DECURVED 
Sloped downward, 
usually referring to 


the bill. 


e¢ DETRITUS 
Small particles of dead 
organic matter. 


e¢ DIHEDRAL 
Wings held in a shallow 
V while bird ts in flight. 


e DISTAL BAND 

A strip of color near the 
end of the tail, end of 
wing, or on the lower 
part of the leg. 


® DIURNAL 
Birds that feed and are 
active during the day. 


e ECLIPSE PLUMAGE 
Dull-colored plumage, 
similar to that of the 
female, into which many 
male ducks briefly molt 
in summer. 


e EXTIRPATED 
Exterminated or 
destroyed from a part of 
a species range. 


e EYE RING 
A circle around the 
eye, usually of a 
contrasting color. 


® EYE STRIPE OR 
EYEBROW 
See Supercilium. 


e FIELD MARKS 
Plumage or anatomical 
features of a bird that 
help to distinguish it from 
other similar species. 


°e FLASHMARK 
Color or marking on 
plumage that is visible 
only when the bird 1s 
in flight. 


¢ FLEDGE 

‘The act of a young bird 
(nestling) leaving the 
nest. Also fledging. 


¢ FLEDGLING 

A young bird that has 
feathers and 1s old 
enough to have left the 
nest but is still 
dependent on adult birds 
for care and feeding. 


e GONYS 

A ridge on the lower 
mandible of a gull that 
causes the midline to 
appear angled. 
Sometimes shows a red 
patch during breeding 
season. 


® GORGET 

A small iridescent patch 
on the throat of a 
hummingbird. 
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@ GULAR SAC 
A large or small pouch 
in the upper throat that 
helps a bird regulate 
body temperature and 
sometimes holds 
undigested food. Ina 
few species, such as 
the Magnificent 
Frigatebird, the pouch 
greatly expands for 
courtship display. 


® HAWKING 

The act of catching 
prey, usually insects, in 
flight. Generally done 
with the bill. ‘Typical of 
flycatchers. 


® HERONRY 
(Rookery) ‘The colonial 
nesting site for herons, 
egrets, and ibises. 


¢ HINDNECK 
‘The bird’s nape or back 
of the neck. 


© HUMERAL 

‘The patch of feathers 
overlying the bone near 
the upperwing or 
shoulder area. 


© JIZZ 

‘The abstract 
combination of a bird’s 
posture, plumage 
pattern, shape, size, 
and behavior that 
allows an experienced 
birder to recognize a 
species instantly 
without further 
examination. 


e LAMELLAE 
Miniature ridges inside 
the bill of a duck or 
water bird that 
resemble the teeth of a 
comb and serve as 

a strainer during 
feeding. 


e LARDER 

A place where a shrike 
impales and stores its 
prey on sharp branches 
or wire. 


e LEK 

A communal gathering 
place during breeding 
season where males of 
some species of birds 
display to attract the 
females. It contains 
numerous territories, 
each guarded bya 
different male. 


¢ LORES 

Space between the eyes 
and the base of the 
upper part of the bill on 
the side of the bird’s 
face, 


e MALAR 

Refers to the cheek area 
along the side of the 
face. Field mark here is 
called malar mark or 
malar stripe. 


e MANDIBLE 

‘The lower half of the 
bill. Maxilla is the 
upper half; both 
halves collectively 
are called 

mandibles. 


e MANTLE 

‘The feathers covering 
the back and upperwing 
coverts; feathers of the 
back and folded wings. 


e MANUS 

The portion of a bird’s 
wing that corresponds to 
the hand of a human. 
The fused bones of the 
palm and reduced digits 
bear the primary feathers 
and the alula. 


¢ MELANISTIC 

A bird that has a surplus 
of dark pigment in its 
plumage. 


e MIMIC THRUSH 

A member of the family 
Mimidae, which includes 
thrashers, catbirds, and 
mockingbirds. 


e MORPH 

When birds of the same 
species have two or more 
different colored 
plumages, that are 
independant of season, 
sex, age, or breeding. 
Color phases may or may 
not be related to range 
and climate. 


¢ NEOTROPICAL 
The New World 
tropical region that 
encompasses the 
northern portion of the 
Mexican rain forest and 
the Caribbean islands, 
and extends to the 
nontropical regions of 
South America. 
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e NEW WORLD 
Earth’s Western 
Hemisphere; includes 
North, South, and 
Central America. 


e NOCTURNAL 
Birds that feed and are 
active at night. 


e NON-PASSERINE 
Any of the birds that are 
not Passerines, which are 
the songbirds or 
perching birds. Includes 
loons, waterfowl, owls, 
shorebirds, hawks, 
woodpeckers, and doves. 


e NUCHAL PATCH 

A patch of contrasting 
color located on the back 
of the bird’s neck or 
nape. 


¢ OCCIPITAL PATCH 
A patch of color located 
high on the back of the 
head. Higher on the 
head than the nuchal 
patch. 


¢ OCCIPUT 

‘The area on the back of 
a bird’s head between 
the nape and the crown. 


¢ OCOTILLO 

A spiny desert shrub 
with red flower clusters 
at the tips of its 
branches. 


¢ OLD WORLD 
Earth’s Eastern 
Hemisphere; Europe, 
Asia, and Africa. 


¢ ORBITAL RING 
see Hye Ring: 


e PALEARCTIC 

Faunal region 
surrounded by the 
Atlantic, Arctic, and 
Pacific Oceans; 
encompasses Asia north 
of the Himalayas, 
Europe, and Africa north 
of the Sahara desert. 


e PASSERINES 

Any of the birds 
belonging to the order 
Passeriforms, which 
comprise more than fifty 
percent of the world’s 
birds. Highly evolved, 
these birds are able to 
sing and have three 
forward-pointing toes 
adapted for perching. 


e PEEP 

Birder’s name for a group 
of small, similar-looking 
sandpipers; may have 
been derived from their 
high-pitched calls. 


e PELAGIC 

Birds that spend most of 
their time at sea and 
rarely are seen from 
shore. 


e¢ PIEBALD 
Plumage that shows two 
contrasting colors. 


e PISHING 

Sound produced by 
birders to attract birds; 
made by clinching the 
teeth together and 
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forcing air out through 
the teeth and lips to 
create a noise that 


¢ POLYANDROUS 
When female bird has 
two or more mates; 
female often larger, has 
brighter plumage, and 
defends her territory. 
Male of the species 
usually incubates and 
tends young. 


© POLYGYNOUS 
When a male bird takes 
two or more mates. 


¢ POLYGAMOUS 
When both male and 
female of a species may 
take two or more mates. 


e POSTOCULAR 
STRIPE 

A line that leads from 
behind the bird’s eve to 
the auricular or 

ear patch. 


® PRECOCIAL 

‘Term for young birds that 
hatch with their eyes 
open, are down-covered, 
and are able to leave the 
nest within two days of 
hatching. ‘Uhese 
hatchlings may be either 
partially or not at all 
depend-ent on the 
parents for care 

and feeding. 


e PRIMARIES 
One of two sets of flight 
feathers, or remiges, 


sounds like pish-pish-pish. 


located distally to the 


secondaries and joined to 


the manus of the wing. 


® PROMISCUOUS 
Birds, male or female, 


that come together solely 


for mating purposes and 
leave within a few hours 


to mate with other birds. 


e PYRIFORM 
Pear-shaped; often used 


to describe shape of egg. 


¢ RAPTORS 

A name applied to birds 
of prey — the hawks, 
falcons, eagles, kites, 
and owls. 


e RECTRICES 

‘The principal feathers 
that make up the tail. 
‘They range in number 
from eight to twenty- 
four, but the average in 
songbirds 1s twelve. 


® REMIGES 

Refers to flight 

feathers — primaries, 
secondaries, and tertials. 


e RIPARIAN 
Located-on or near a 
river bank, stream bank, 
or other body of water. 


¢ SCAPULARS 
Feathers joined to the 
shoulder area of the bird 
and covering the top of 
the folded wing. 


¢ SECONDARIES 
One of two sets of flight 


feathers located between 
the body and the 
primaries and joined to 
the part of the wing that 
corresponds to the 
forearm of a human. 


¢ SEMIALTRICIAL 
‘Term for young birds 
that hatch with eyes 
either open or closed, are 
down-covered, and are 
incapable of leaving the 
nest; fed by parents. 


e SEMICOLONIAL 
Nesting pattern in which 
several birds of the same 
species nest close to one 
another, often within 
sight of each other’s 
nests and do not behave 
ageressively toward one 
another. 


¢ SEMIPRECOCIAL 
‘Term for young birds 
that hatch with eyes 
open, are down-covered, 
and able to leave the 
nest soon after hatching, 
but remain in nest and 
are fed by parents. 


® SKYLARKING 
Elaborate territorial 
display flight given by a 
male songbird. It sings 
and often flutters in 
circles before swooping 
back to earth. 


e SPATULATE 

A long rounded 
spoonlike shape; 
sometimes used to 
describe bill or tail. 


e SPECULUM 

A small area of 
contrasting iridescent 
feathers located on the 
secondary feathers of the 
wings. Often seen in 
ducks. 


e SQUEAKING 

Sound produced by 
birders to attract birds; 
made by pursing the lips 
tightly together and 
sucking air in to make a 
high-pitched sound. ‘This 
can be amplified by 
placing the lips on the 
back of the hand and 
sucking in a kissing 
fashion. 


¢ SUPERCILIUM 

Line above each eye; an 
eyebrow. Also called a 
superciliary stripe. 


¢ SUPERSPECIES 
Closely related species 
that are often separated 
from each other by 
geographic barriers. 
Without these barriers 
the two species probably 
would interbreed and 
become one. 


e SYMPATRIC 

Birds that inhabit the 
same range but remain 
distinct and separate 
species. 


e TAIGA 
Subarctic coniferous 
forests. 
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e TARSUS 

‘The top of the foot 
behind the toes, often 
called the shank. Usually 
either bare or covered 
with scales, plates, or 
sometimes feathers. 


e TERTIALS 

‘The group of secondary 
feathers closest to the 
body; often a contrasting 
color. 


e TIPPING-UP 
Method of surface 
feeding by a duck, 
goose, or swan in which 
it raises its tail and dips 
its bill, head, and neck 
into the water. See 
Dabbling. 


e TOTIPALMATE 
All four toes joined 
together by webbing. 


e TYMPANI 
(Tympaniform 
membranes) Valves in 
the vocal organ of a bird 
that produce sound. 


¢ UNDERPARTS 
‘The plumage and 
coloring on the breast, 
belly, sides, flanks, and 
undertail coverts. 


e UPPERPARTS 

‘The plumage and 
coloring on the nape, 
back, shoulders, rump, 
and upper part of tail. 


e VANE 

Contoured flight feather 
that acts as a propeller. It 
consists of a central shaft 
surrounded by an inner 
and outer web. 


e VENT 

The opening of the 
cloaca, or anus; 
sometimes refers to a 
contrasting patch of 
feathers in this area. 


© WATTLE 

Fleshy piece of brightly 
colored skin that hangs 
from the lower bill; 
associated with turkeys 
and some chickens. 


e WILDTYPE 

A biological term based 
in genetics that describes 
the form that most 
individuals in a wild 
population take; 
description includes 
shape, color, patterns, 
and size. 


¢ WINGSTRIP 

A distinct line on the 
wing, usually of a 
contrasting color. 


e WINTER PLUMAGE 
(Basic plumage) Seasonal 
alteration in a bird’s 
appearance produced by 
the fall molt. 
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Oe eee to full-page species profiles are shown in boldface type. A W denotes a species 
that does not range east of the 100th meridian, which is the line of demarcation used in 
creating this book. Full-page profiles on these species can be found in the DK Smithsonian 
Handbooks: Birds of North America, Western Region. 


A 


Accipiter 
cooperu 167 
gentilis 168 
striatus 166 
Accipitridae (family) 
157-83 
Actitis macularia 248 
Aechmophorus 
clarkii 48 
occidentalis 47 
Aegolius 
acadicus 384 
funereus 383 
Aeronautes saxatalis 395 
Agelaius 
humeralis 691 
phoeniceus 690 
Aimmophila 
aestivalis 643 
botteri 644 
cassinil 642 
ruficeps 645 
Aix sponsa 120 
Ajaia ajaja 100 
Alaudidae (family) 500 
Albatross 
Black-browed 49, 50 
Yellow-nosed 49, 50 
Alca torda 336 
Alcedinidae (family) 
414-16 
Alcidae (family) 36, 
333-40 
Alle alle 333 
Amazila yucatanensis 401 
Amazona viridigenalis 361 
Ammodramus 


bard 657 
caudacutus 661 
henslowtt 658 
lecontett 659 
maritimus 662 
nelsoni 660 
savannarum 656 
Amphispiza 
belli 653 
bilineata 652 
Anas 
acuta 131 
americana 123 
bahamensis 130 
clypeata 129 
crecca 133 
cyanoptera 128 
discors 127 
fulvigula 126 
penelope 122 
platyrhynchos 125 
querquedula 132 
rubripes 124 
strepera 121 
Anatidae (family) 36, 
106-156 
Anhinga 79 
Anhinga anhinga 19 
Anhingidae (family) 79 
Anti 
Groove-billed 366, 367 
Smooth-billed 366, 
367, 698 
Anous 
minutus3 1 
stolidus 330 
Anser 
albifrons 109 
brachyrhynchus 108 


Anthracothorax prevostii 398 
Anthus 

rubescens 511 

spraguell 512 
Aphelocoma 

californica 491 

coerulescens 490 
Apodidae (family) 392-96 
Aquila chrysaetos 183 
Aramidae (family) 218 
Aramus guarauna 218 
Aratinga holochlora 359 
Architochus 

alexandri 407 

colubris 406 
Ardea 

alba 85 

herodias 84 
Ardeidae (family) 82-95 
Arenaria interpres 258 
Arremonops ruftvirgatus 

638 
Asio 

flammeus 382 

otus 380 

stygius 381 
Asturina nitida 170 
Athene cunucularia 316 
Auk, Great 36 
Auriparus flaviceps 519 
Avocet, American 237, 238 
Aythya 

affinis 139 

americana 135 

collaris 136 

fuligula 137 

marila 138 


valisineria 134 


Baeolophus bicolor 518 
Bananaquit 629 
Bartramia longicauda 249 
Basileuterus 
culicivorus 626 
rufifrons 627 
Becard, Rose-throated 
466 
Bittern 
American 82, 94 
Least 82, 83 
Blackbird 
Brewer’s 695, 696 
Eurasian 551 
Red-winged 690, 691 
Rusty 695, 696 
‘Tawny-shouldered 691 
‘Tricolored W 690 
Yellow-headed 694 
Bluebird 
Eastern 541 
Mountain 542 
Western W 541, 542 
Bobolink 654, 689 
Bobwhite, Northern 203, 
204 
Bombyclla 
cedrorum 5714 
garrulus 573 
Bombycillidae (family) 
57/3—/4 
Bonasa umbellus 196 
Booby 
Blue-footed 69-72, 70 
Brown 70, 71 
Masked 69-71, 69, 73 
Red-footed 71-73, 72 
Botaurus lentiginosus 82 
Brachyramphus perdix 338 
Brambling 711 
Brant 112-114, 113 
Branta 
bernicla 113 
canadensis 112 


leucopsis 114 
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Brotogeris versicolurus 360 


Bubo virginianus 371 
Bubulcus ibis 92 
Bucephala 
albeola 148 
clangula 149 
islandica 150 
Budgerigar 357 
Bufflehead 143, 148, 152 
Bulbul, Red-whiskered 
534 
Bunting 
Blue 682, 683 
Indigo 682-684, 685, 
686 
Lark 654, 689 
Lazuli 684, 686 
McKay’s W 676 
Painted 687 
Snow 676 
Varied 684-86, 686 
Burhinidae (family) 222 
Burhinus bistriatus 222 
Bushtit W 519 
Buteo 
albicaudatus 178 
albonotatus 179 
brachyurus 176 
jsamaicensis 180 
lagopus 182 
/ineatus 174 
magnirostris 173 
platypterus 175 
regalis 181 
swainsont 177 
Buteogallus anthracinus 
171 


Butorides virescens 93 


C 


Cairina moschata 119 
Calamospiza melanocorys 
654 
Calcarius 
lapponicus 673 


mecowni 672 


ornatus 675 

pictus 674 
Calidris 

acuminata 210 

alba 260 

alpina 272 

bairdiu 268 

canutus 259 

ferruginea 272 

fuscicollis 267 

himantopus 274 

maritima 271 

mauri 262 

melanotos 269 

minuta 264 

minutilla 266 

pusilla 261 

ruficollis 263 

temminckit 265 
Callipepla squamata 203 
Calliphlox evelynae 404 
Calonectris diomedea 56 
Calothorax lucifer 405 
Calypte anna 408 
Campephilus principalis 35 
Camptorhynchus 

labradorius 36 
Camptostoma tmberbe 431 
Campylorhynchus 

brunneicapillus 524 
Janvasback 134, 135 
raprimulgidae (family) 
385-391 
Caprimulgus 

carolinensis 390 

vociferus 391 
Caracara, Crested 185 
Caracara plancus 185 
Cardellina rubrifrons 624 
Cardinal, Northern 631, 

678, 679 
Cardinalidae (family) 

677-88 
Cardinalis 

cardinalis 678 


sinuatus 679 


a a 


Carduelis 

Hammea 718 

hornemanni 119 

pinus 721 

psaltria 722 

spinus 120 

tristis 723 
Carpodacus 

mexicanus 115 

purpureus 714 
Catbird 

Black 560 

Gray 559, 560 
Catharacta. See 

S7ercorarius 
Cathartes aura \O4 
Cathartidae (family) 

103-104 
Catharus 

aurantirostris 544 

bicknellt 547 

Suscescens 545 

guttatus 549 

minimus 546 

ustulatus 548 
Catherpes mexicanus 526 
Catoptrophorus 

semipalmatus 247 
Cepphus grylle 337 
Certhia americana 523 
Certhiidae (family) 523 
Geryle 

alcyon 415 

torquata 414 
Chachalaca, Plain 193 
Chaetura 

pelagica 393 

vaux! 394 
Chaffinch, Common 710 
Charadriidae (family) 

223-34 
Charadrius 

alexandrinus 228 

hiaticula 230 

melodus 232 


mongolus 727 
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montanus 234 
semipalmatus 231 
vociferus 233 
wilsonia 229 

Chat, Yellow-breasted 


628 


Chen 


caerulescens 110 
rossi 111 
Chickadee 
Black-capped 515-17, 
516 
Boreal 516,517 
Carolina 515, 516 
Gray-headed W 517 
Chlidonias 
hybridus 328 
leucopterus 327 
niger 329 
Chloroceryle americana 416 
Chondestes grammacus 651 
Chondrohierax uncinatus 
158 
Chordeiles 
acutipennis 385 
gundlachit 387 
minor 386 
Chuck-will’s-widow 390, 
ag] 
Chukar W 194 
Ciccaba virgata 377 
Ciconidae (family) 
101-02 
Cinclidae (family) 533 
Cinclus mexicanus 533 
Circus cyaneus 165 
Cistothorus 
palustris 532 
platensis 531 
Clangula hyemalis 147 
Coccothraustes vespertinus 
724 
Coccy2us 
americanus 363 
erythropthalmus 362 
minor 364 


Coereba flaveola 629 
Coerebidae (family) 629 
Colaptes auratus 429 
Colibri thalassinus 397 
Colinus virginianus 204 
Columba 
fasciata 345 
flavirostris 344 
leucocephala 343 
livia 341 
squamosa 342 
Columbidae (family) 37, 
341-56 
Columbina 
inca 351 
passerina 352 
talpacoti 353 
Contopus 
cooper! 434 
sordidulus 435 
virens 436 
Conuropsis carolinensis 37 
Coot 
American 214-17, 217 
Eurasian 216 
Coragyps atratus 103 
Cormorant 
Brandt’s W 76, 77 
Double-crested 76-79, 
ri 
Great 77, 78 
Neotropic /6, 77, 79, 
119 
Corvidae (family) 485-99 
Corvus 
brachyrhynchos 495 
corax 499 
cryptoleucus 498 
imparatus 496 
monedula 494 
ossifragus 497 
Coturnicops noveboracensis 
205 
Cowbird 
Bronzed 701, 702 
Brown-headed 696, 


700-02, 702 
Shiny 700-02, 700 
Cracidae (family) 193 
Crake 
Corn 207 
Paint-billed 212 
Crane 
Common 220 
Sandhill 84, 219-221, 
219 
Whooping 219, 221 
Creeper, Brown 523 
Crex crexx 207 
Crossbill 
Red 716, 717 
White-winged 716, 717 
Crotophaga 
ani 366 
sulcirostris 367 
Crow 
American 495, 497-99 
Fish 495, 497 
Mexican. See Crow, 
‘Tamaulipas 
Tamaulipas 496 
Cuckoo 
Black-billed 362, 363 
Mangrove 363, 364 
Yellow-billed 362-64, 
363 
Cuculidae (family) 
362-67 
Curlew 
Bristle-thighed W 250 
Eskimo 52 
Eurasian 251, 252 
Long-billed 250, 252, 
2555.20/ 
Slender-billed 251 
Cyanocitta 
cristata 487 
stelleri 486 
Cyanocompsa parellina 
682 
Cyanocorax 


morio 489 
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yncas 488 

Cygnus 
buccinator 116 
columbianus 117 
cygnus 118 
olor 115 

Cynanthus latirostris 399 


D 
Delichon urbica 514 
Dendrocygna 
autumnalis 106 
bicolor 107 
Dendroica 
caerulescens 591 
castanea 604 
cerulea 606 
chrysoparia 594 
coronata 592 
discolor 602 
dominica 599 
fusca 598 
kirtlandi 601 
magnolia 589 
nigrescens 593 
occidentalis 597 
palmarum 603 
pensylvanica 588 
petechia 587 
pinus 600 
striata 605 
tigrina 590 
townsend! 596 
virens 595 
Dickcissel 688 
Diomedeidae (family) 
49-50) 
Dipper, American 533 
Dolichonyx oryzivorus 689 
Dove 
Common Ground 
S51 53052 
Eurasian Collared 347, 
350 
European ‘Turtle 346 
Inca 351, 352 


Key West Quail- 355, 
356 
Mourning 37, 341, 
347-50, 350, 354 
Rock 341-45, 341 
Ruddy Ground- 352, 
350 
Ruddy Quail- 355, 356 
White-tipped 354 
White-winged 348, 
350, 354 
Zenaida 349 
Dovekie 333 
Dowitcher 
Long-billed 276, 278, 
279 
Short-billed 277, 277, 
279 
Dryocopus pileatus 430 
Duck 
American Black 124, 
126 
Harlequin 143 
Labrador 36 
Long-tailed 147, 151 
Masked 155, 156 
Mottled 126 
Muscovy 119 
Ring-necked 135-37, 
136 
Ruddy 148, 155, 156 
Tufved 136, 137 
Whistling. See 
Whistling-Duck 
Wood 120 
Dumetella carolinensis 559 
Dunlin 260, 272, 273 


E 


Eagle 
Bald 157, 163, 164, 183 
Golden 104, 163, 183 
Steller’s Sea- W 163, 
164 
White-tailed 164 


Ectopistes migratorius 37 


N 
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Egret 
Cattle 85, 88, 92 


Great 85, 86, 88, 91, 92, 


102 
Little 86 
Reddish 85, 89-91, 91 
Snowy 85, 86, 88, 92 
Lgretta 
caerulea 89 
garzetta 86 
gularis 87 
rufescens 91 
thula 88 
tricolor 90 
Eider 
Common 36, 141, 142 
King 36, 141, 142 
Spectacled W 141, 142 
Steller’s 140 
Elaenia 
Caribbean 432, 433 
Greenish 432, 433 
Elaenia martinica 433 
Elanoides forficatus 159 
Elanus leucurus 160 
Emberizidae (family) 
635-76 
Empidonax 
alnorum 439 
difficilis 445 
Hlaviventris 437 
hammond 442 
minimus +41 
oberholseri 444 
_ fraills 440 
virescens 438 
wrightit 443 
E-mpidonomus varius 456 
Eremophila alpestris 500 
Eudocimus 
albus 96 
ruber 97 
Eugenes fulgens 403 
kuphagus 
carolinus 695 
cyanocephalus 696 


F 


Falcipennis canadensis 197 
Falco 
columbarius 188 
femoralis 189 
mexicanus 192 
peregrinus 191 
rusticolus 190 
sparverius 187 
tinnunculus 186 
Falcon 
Aplomado 189 
Collared Forest- 184 
Peregrine 188, 190-92, 
19] 
Prairie 189, 191, 192 
Falconidae (family) 
184-92 
Fieldfare 552, 553 
Finch. See a/so Bullfinch; 
Chaffinch; 
Greenfinch; 
Hawfinch; Rosefinch 
Black Rosy- W 712 
Brown-capped Rosy- W 
712 
Cassin’s W 714, 715 
Gray-crowned Rosy- 
712 
House 714, 715, 721 
Purple 714, 715 
Flamingo, Greater 100, 
105 
Flicker 
Gilded W 429 
Northern 429 
Flycatcher 
Acadian 437-39, 438, 
441 
Alder 438-41, 439 
Ash-throated 450-53, 
450 
Brown-crested 451, 452 
Buff-breasted W 431 
Cordilleran W 437, 445 


Dusky 441-44, 444, 
450 
Dusky-capped W 450 
Fork-tailed 464, 465 
Gray 443, 444 
Gray Silky- 575, 576 
Great Crested 451-53, 
451 
Hammond’s 441, 442, 
444 
La Sagra’s 453 
Least 438, 441, 442 
Nutting’s W 450 
Olive-sided 434 
Pacific-slope 445 
Scissor-tailed 464, 465 
Sulphur-bellied 455, 
456 
Variegated 456 
Vermilion 448, 449 
Western. See Flycatcher, || 
Cordilleran; | 
Flycatcher, Pacific- 
slope 
Willow 438-41, 440 
Yellow-bellied 432, 
437, 445 
Fratercula 
arctica 340 
cirrhata 727 
Kregata l | 
ariel 81 ! 
magnificens 80 
Fregatidae (family) 80-81 
Frigatebird 
Great 80 | 
Lesser 81 | 
Magnificent 80, 81 | 
Fringilla | 
| 


coclebs 710 
montifringilla 111 
Fringillidae (family) 

710-24 
Fulica 
americana 217 


atra 216 


Fulmar, Northern 51 
Fulmarus glacitals 51 


G 


Gadwall 121 
Gallinula chloropus 215 
Gallinule, Purple 214, 
217 
Gannet, Northern 69, 
M73, 43, [3 
Garganey 132 
Gavia 
adamsti 41 
immer 40 
pacifica 39 
stellata 38 
Gaviidae (family) 38-41 
Geococcyx californianus 
365 
Geothlypis 
poliocephala 620 
trichas 619 
Geotrygon 
chrysia 355 
montana 356 
Geranospiza caerulescens 
169 
Glaucidium brasilianum 
374 
Gnatcatcher 
Black-capped W 537, 
538 
Black-tailed 537, 538 
Blue-gray 537, 538 
Godwit 
Bar-tailed 254, 256 
Black-tailed 254, 255, 
256 
Hudsonian 254, 255, 
257 
Marbled 253, 255-257, 
257 
Goldeneye 
Barrow’s 149, 150 
Common 149, 150 
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Goldfinch 
American 722-24, 723 
Lesser 722, 723 
Goose 
Barnacle 112-14, 114 
Bean W 109 
Canada 112-14, 112 
Emperor W 109, 110 
Greater White-fronted 
108, 109 
Pink-footed 108 
Ross’s 110, 111 
Snow 109-11, 110 
Goshawk, Northern 168 
Grackle 
Boat-tailed 697-99, 698 
Common 367, 697, 699 
Great-tailed 496, 
697-99, 699 
Grassquit 
Black-faced 636, 637 
Yellow-faced 636, 637 
Grebe 
Clark’s 44, 45, 47, 48 
Eared 44, 46 
Horned 44, 46, 47 
Least 42, 43 
Pied-billed 42, 43 
Red-necked 45 
Western 44, 45, 47, 48 
Greenshank, Common 
240, 241, 244 
Grosbeak 
Black-headed 680, 681 
Blue 682, 683, 685 
Crimson-collared 677 
Evening 724 
Pine 713 
Rose-breasted 680, 681 
Grouse 
Blue W 196, 197 
Ruffed 196, 197 
Sharp-tailed 195, 200, 
201 
Spruce 196, 197 
Gruidae (family) 219-21 


Grus 
americana 221 
canadensis 219 
grus 220 
Guillemot 


Black 337 


Pigeon W 337 
Guiraca caerulea 683 
Gull 
Band-tailed 296, 298 
Black-headed 293-95, 
294 
Black-tailed 296, 298 
Bonaparte’s 292-294, 
295, 311 
California 299-300, 
301 
Franklin’s 291, 292 
Glaucous 304, 308, 309 
Glaucous-winged 
307-09, 308 
Great Black-backed 
296. 305, 310 
Herring 299-303, 302 
Iceland 304, 305, 309 
Ivory 314 
Kelp 297 
Laughing 291, 292 
Lesser Black-backed 
297, 306, 310 
Little 293, 313 
Mew 299 
Ring-billed 299-302, 
300 
Ross’s 313 
Sabine’s 311, 312 
Slaty-backed 306 
Thayer’s 304, 305 
Western 305-08, 307 
Yellow-footed W 307 
Yellow-legged 303 
Gyrfalcon 190, 191 


H 


Haematopodidae (family) 
235-36 
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Haematopus 
mexicanus 237 
ostralegus 235 
palliatus 236 

Hatlaeetus 
albicilla 164 
leucocephalus 163 

Harrier, Northern 161, 
162, 165 

Hawk 
Broad-winged 170, 

173~—75, 175 
Common Black- 169, 
171, 179 
Cooper’s 166-68, 167, 
184 
Crane 158, 169 
Ferruginous 178, 181, 
182 
Gray 170 
Harris’s 172 
Red-shouldered 
172-75, 174 
Red-tailed 177, 
180-182, 180 
Roadside 173, 180 
Rough-legged 165, 
180-82, 182 
Sharp-shinned 166, 
167, 187 
Short-tailed 176, 177 
Swainson’s 176-78, 
177, 180 
White-tailed 178 
Zone-tailed 104, 158, 
171, 179 

Helmitheros vermivorus 
610 

Heron. See also Night- 
Heron 
Great Blue 84, 85, 219 
Green 83, 93 
Green-backed. See 

Heron, Green 
Little Blue 85, 87-93, 
89 


‘Tricolored 89, 90 
Western Reef 87 
Himantopus mexicanus 237 
Hirundinidae (family) 
501-14 
Hirundo rustica 513 
Histrionicus histrionicus 
143 
House-Martin, Common 
514 
Hummingbird 
Allen’s 411, 412 
Anna’s 408 
Black-chinned 405-08, 
407 
Blue-throated 397, 398, 
402, 403 
Broad-billed 398—400, 
399 
Broad-tailed 409, 410 
Buff-bellied 401 
Calliope 409, 410 
Costa’s W 405, 407, 408 
Lucifer 405 
Magnificent 402, 403 
Ruby-throated 406, 407 
Rufous 401, 409, 411, 
412 
White-eared 399, 400 
Hydrobates pelagicus 64 
Hydrobatidae (family) 
62-66 
Hylocharis leucotis 400 
Hylocichla mustelina 550 


| 


Ibis 
Glossy 96, 98, 99, 218 
Scarlet 97, 100 
White 96-98, 96, 102, 
218 
White-faced 96, 98, 99 
[ctinia MIssissipplensis 
162 
Icteria virens 628 
Icteridae (family) 689-709 


Icterus 
bullockii 709 
cucullatus 1)4 
galbula 708 
graduacauda 107 
gularis 106 
pectoralis 705 
spurius 103 

Ixobrychus exilis 83 

Txoreus naevius 557 


Jabiru 101 
Jabiru mycteria 101 
Jacana, Northern 239 
Jacana spinosa 239 
Jacanidae (family) 239 
Jackdaw, Eurasian 494 
Jaeger 

Long-tailed 285, 290 

Parasitic 285, 287-89, 

289 

Pomarine 285, 288, 288 
Jay 

Blue 415, 486, 487, 490 

Brown 489 

Florida Scrub- 487, 490 

Gray 485, 492 

Green 488 

Mexican W 491 

Pinyon W 491 

Steller’s 486, 487 

Western Scrub- 487, 

491 

Junco, Dark-eyed 671 
Junco hyemals 671 


K 


Kestrel 
American 186-89, 187 
Eurasian L186 
Killdeer 229, 233 
Kingbird 
Cassin’s 458-460, 459 
Couch’s 457-60, 458 
Eastern 446, 462-63, 461 


Gray 461-63, 462 
Loggerhead 463 
‘Tropical 
457-460, 457 
Western 457-60, 460, 
464 
Kingfisher 
Belted 414-16, 415 
Green 416 
Ringed 414-16, 414 
Kinglet 
Golden-crowned 535, 
536 
Ruby-crowned 431, 
535, 536 
Kiskadee, Great 454 
Kite 
Black-shouldered. See 
Kite, White-tailed 
Hook-billed 158, 169 
Mississippi 159, 160, 
162 
Snail 161 
Swallow-tailed 159 
White-tailed 160, 162 
Kittiwake 
Black-legged 312 
Red-legged W 312 
Knot 
Great W 259 
Red 259, 260, 272 


L 


Lagopus 
lagopus 198 
mutus 199 


Lampornis clemenciae 402 
Laniidae (family) 468-69 


Lanius 
excubitor 469 
ludovicianus 468 
Lapwing, Northern 223 


Laridae (family) 285-332 


Lark, Horned 500 
Larus 
argentatus 302 
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atricilla 291 
belcheri 296 
cachinnans 393 
californicus 301 
canus 299 
crassirostris 298 
delawarensis 300 
dominicanus 297 
fuscus 306 
glaucescens 308 
glaucoides 305 
hyperboreus 309 
marinus 310 
minutus 293 
occidentalis 307 
philadelphia 295 
pipixcan 292 
ridibundus 294 
thayeri 304 


Laterallus jamaicensis 206 


Leptotila verreauxi 354 
Leucosticte tephrocotis 712 
Limicola falcinellus 727 
Limnodromus 
griseus 217 
scolopaceus 278 
Limnothlypis swainsonu 
611 
Limosa 
fedoa 257 
haemastica 255 
lapponica 256 
limosa 254 
Limpkin 218 
Longspur 


Chestnut-collared 672, 


675 

Lapland 673, 674 

McCown’s 672, 675 

Smith’s 673, 674 
Loon 

Arctic W 38, 39 

Common 40, 41 

Pacific 38, 39 

Red-throated 38, 39 

Yellow-billed 40, 41 


Lophodytes cucullatus 152 
Loxia 
curvirostra 116 


leucoptera 117 


M 


Magpie 
Black-billed 493 
Yellow-billed W 493 
Mallard 121, 124-26, 
125, 129 
Mango, Green-breasted 
398 
Martin 
Brown-chested 505 
Common. See House- 
Martin, Common 
Cuban 502 
Gray-breasted 501, 503 
Purple 501-04, 501 
Southern 504 
Meadowlark 
Eastern 692, 693 
Western 692, 693 


Melanerpes 


aurifrons 419 
carolinus 420 
erythrocephalus 418 
lewis 417 


Melanitta 


fusca 145 
nigra 146 
perspicillata 144 


Melanoptila glabrirostris 


560 


Meleagris gallopavo 202 
Melopsittacus undulatus 


357 


Melospiza 


georgiana 666 
lincoln 665 
melodia 664 
Merganser 
Common 125, 151-54, 
153 
Hooded 148, 151, 152 
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Red-breasted 125, 
151-54, 154 
Mergellus albellus 151 
Mergus 
merganser 153 
serrator 154 
Merlin 187, 188, 191-92 
Micrastur semitorquatus 
184 
Micrathene whitneyi 375 
Mimidae (family) 559-66 
Mimus 
gundlachit 562 
polyglottos 561 
Mniotilta varia 607 
Mockingbird 
Bahama 561, 562 
Northern 468, 543, 561, 
562 
Molothrus 
aeneus 101 
ater 1)2 
bonariensis 700 
Moorhen, Common 214, 
215; 217 
Morus bassanus 73 
Motaclla 
alba 569 
citreola 568 
/ugens 570 
Motacillidae (family) 
568-72 
Murre 
Common 333-336, 334 
Thick-billed 334-36, 
335 
Murrelet 
Ancient 339 
Kictlitz’s W 338 
Long-billed 338 
Marbled W 338, 339 
Myadestes townsendi 543 
Mycteria americana 102 
Mytarchus 
cinerascens 450 
crinitus 451 


sagrae 453 

tyrannulus 452 
Myioborus pictus 625 
Mytodynastes 

/utewentris 455 
Myiopagis viridicata 432 
Myiopsitta monachus 358 


N 


Neocrex erythrops 212 
Night-Heron 
Black-crowned 82, 94, 
95 
Yellow-crowned 82, 94, 
95 
Nighthawk 
Antillean 386, 387 
Common 385-88, 386, 
391 
Lesser 385, 386, 388 
Nightingale-Thrush, 
Orange-billed 544 
Noddy 
Black 330, 331 
Brown 330, 331 
Nomonyx dominicus 155 
Nucifraga columbiana 492 
Numenius 
americanus 253 
arquata 252 
borealis 34 
phaeopus 250 
tenuirostris 251 
Nutcracker, Clark’s 485, 
492 
Nuthatch 
Brown-headed 522 
Red-breasted 520-22, 
520 


White-breasted 520-22, 


521 
Nyctanassa violacea 95 
Nyctea scandiaca 372 
Nycticorax nycticorax 94 
Nyctidromus albicollis 388 


O 


Oceanites oceanicus 62 
Oceanodrama 
castro 66 
leucorhoa 65 
Odontophoridae (family) 
203-04 
Ocnanthe oenanthe 539 
Oldsquaw. See Duck, 
Long-tailed 
Oporornis 
agilis 616 
formosus 615 
philadelphia 617 
tolmiei 618 
Oreoscoptes montanus 563 
Oriole 
Altamira 706 
Audubon’s 677, 707 
Baltimore 705, 708, 709 
Bullock’s 708, 709 
Hooded 703, 704, 
706—07 
Northern. See Oriole, 
Baltimore; Oriole, 
Bullock’s 
Orchard 703, 704 
Spot-breasted 705 
Ortalis vetula 193 
Osprey 15/ 
Otus 
asio 310 
flammeolus 369 
Ovenbird 612 
Owl 
Barn 368, 372 
Barred 378, 379 
Boreal 373, 383, 384 
Burrowing 376 
Eastern Screech- 370 
Elf 374, 375 
Ferruginous Pygmy- 
ST4, 575 
Flammulated 369 
Great Gray 371, 378, 379 


Great Horned 371, 373, 
379, 380 

Long-eared 371, 373, 
380-82, 380 

Mottled 377 

Northern Hawk 373 

Northern Pygmy- W 
369°374-75 

Northern Saw-whet 
370, 373, 383, 384 

Short-eared 368, 376, 
380, 382 

Snowy 372 

Spotted W 378, 379 

Stygian 381 

Western Screech- W 
369-70 

Whiskered Screech- W 
369 

Oxyura samaicensis 156 
Oystercatcher 

American 235, 236 

Black W 236 

Eurasian 235, 236 


EP 


Pachyramphus aglaiae 466 
Pagophila eburnea 314 
Pandion haliaetus 157 
Parabuteo unicinctus 172 
Paridae (family) 515-18 
Parakeet 
Carolina 37 
Green 359 
Monk 358 
White-winged 358, 360 
Pardirallus maculatus 
PANS: 
Parrot, Red-crowned 359, 
361 
Partridge, Gray 194 
Parula 
americana 585 
pitiayumi 586 
Parula 
Northern 585, 586 
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‘Tropical 585, 586 
Parulidae (family) 35, 
577-628 
Passer 
domesticus 125 
montanus 126 
Passerculus sandaichensis 
655 
Passerela iliaca 663 
Passeridae (family) 
725-26 
Passerina 
amoena 684 
ciris 687 
cyanea 685 
versicolor 686 
Pauraque, Common 385, 
388 
Pelagodroma marina 63 
Pelecanidae (family) 
74-75 
Pelecanus 
erythrorhynchos 14 
occidentalis 75 
Pelican 
American White 74, 75, 
102, 221 
Brown 74, 75 
Perdix perdix 194 
Perisoreus canadensis 485 
Petrel 
Bermuda 53, 54 
Black-capped 53, 54, 57 
Fea’s 55 
Herald 52, 55 
Storm. See Storm-Petrel 
White-chinned 727 
Petrochelidon 
fulva 512 
pyrrhonota 511 
Pewee 
Eastern Wood- 434-36, 
436, 447 
Greater W 434, 435 
Western Wood- 435, 
436 


Phaethon 
aethereus 68 
lepturus 67 
Phaethontidae (family) 
67-68 
Phaetusa simplex 326 
Phainopepla 518, 575, 
576 
Phainopepla nitens 576 
Phalacrocoracidae 
(family) 76-78 
Phalacrocorax 
auritus 17 
brasilianus 16 
carbo 18 
Phalaenoptilus nuttallii 
389 
Phalarope 
Red 283,285 
Red-necked 282-284, 
284 
Wilson’s 283 
Phalaropus 
fulicaria 285 
lobatus 284 
tricolor 283 
Phasianidae (family) 
194-202 
Phasianus colchicus 195 
Pheasant, Ring-necked 
195, 200 
Pheucticus 
ludovicianus 680 
melanocephalus 681 
Philomachus pugnax 276 
Phoebe 
Black 446 
Eastern 436, 446, 447 
Say’s 448 
Phoenicopteridae 
(family) 105 
Phoenicopterus ruber 
105 
Pica hudsonia 493 
Picidae (family) 35, 
417-30 
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Picoides 
arcticus 428 
borealis 426 
pubescens 424 
scalaris 423 
tridactylus 427 
villosus 425 
Pigeon 
Band-tailed 341, 345 
Passenger 37 
Red-billed 344 
Scaly-naped 342 
White-crowned 342, 
343 
Pinguinus impennis 36 
Pinicola enucleator 713 
Pintail 
Northern 130, 131, 147 
White-cheeked 130 
Pipilo 
chlorurus 639 
erythrophthalmus 641 
maculatus 640 
Pipit 
American 500, 572, 571 
Sprague’s 571, 572 
Piranga 
flava 630 
ludoviciana 633 
olivacea 632 
rubra 631 
Pitangus sulphuratus 454 
Plectrophenax nivalis 676 
Plegadis 
chiht 99 
falcinellus 98 
Plover 
American Golden- 
224-27, 226, 234 
Black-bellied 224, 226 
Common Ringed 230, 
231 
European Golden- 225 
Little Ringed W 230 
Mongolian 727 
Mountain 226, 234 


Pacific Golden- 224—26, 


eat 
Piping 228, 231, 232 
Semipalmated 229-33, 
231 

Snowy 228, 232 
_ Wilson’s 229, 231, 233 
Pluvialis 

apricaria 225 

dominica 226 

fulva 227 

squatarola 224 
Podiceps 

auritus 44 

grisegena 45 

migricollis 46 
Podicipedidae (family) 

42-48 
Podilymbus podiceps 43 
Poecile 

atricapilla 516 

carolinensis S15 

hudsonica 517 
Polioptila 

caerulea 537 

melanura 538 
Polysticta stelleri 140 
Pooecetes gramineus 650 
Poorwill, Common 389 
Porphyrula martinica 214 
Porzana carolina 2\1 
Prairie-Chicken 

Greater 200, 201 

Lesser W 201 
Procellaria aequinoctials 

ted 
Procellartidae (family) 

51-61 
Progne 

chalybea 503 

cryptoleuca 502 

elegans 504 

subis 501 

tapera 505 


Protonotaria citrea 609 


Psittacidae (family) 37, 
357-61 
Ptarmigan 
Rock 198, 199 
White-tailed W 198, 199 
Willow 198, 199 
Prerodroma 
arminjoniana 52 
cahow 53 
feae 55 
hasitata 54 
Pulogonatidae (family) 
575-76 
Prilogonys cinereus 5715 
Puffin 
Atlantic 340 
‘Tufted 727 
Puffinus 
assimilis 61 
gravis 57 
griseus 58 
therminiert 60 
puffinus 59 
Pycnonotidae (family) 
534 
Pycnonotus jocosus 534 
Pyrocephalus rubinus 449 
Pyrrhuloxia 678, 679 


QO 


Quail 
Gambel’s W 203-04 
Scaled 203, 204 
Quiscalus 
major 698 
mexicanus 699 


quiscula 697 


R 


Rail 
Black 206 
Clapper 208-10, 208 
King 208-210, 209 
Spotted 213 
Virginia 208-211, 210, 
213 


Yellow 205, 206, 211 
Rallidae (family) 205-17 
Rallus 

elegans 209 

limicola 210 

longirostris 208 
Raven 

Chihuahuan 496, 498, 

499 

Common 495, 498, 499 
Razorbill 36, 334-36, 

336, 340 
Recurvirostra americana 

238 
Recurvirostridae (family) 

237-38 
Redhead 134, 135 
Redpoll 

Common 718, 719, 721 

Hoary 718, 719 
Redstart 

American 608 

Painted 625 

Slate-throated W 625 
Redshank 

Common 243, 244 

Spotted 243, 244 
Redwing 552, 553 
Regulidae (family) 

535=36 
Regulus 

calendula 536 

satrapa 535 
Remizidae (family) 519 
Rhodostethia rosea 313 
Rhodothraupis celaeno 677 
Ridgwayia pinicola 558 
Riparia riparia 510 
Rissa tridactyla 312 
Roadrunner, Greater 365 
Robin 

American 448, 554—57, 

556 

Clay-colored 554, 555 

Rufous-back W 556 

White-throated 555 
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Rostrhamus sociabilis 161 
Ruff 269, 275, 276 
Rynchops niger 332 


S 


Salpinctes obsoletus 525 
Sanderling 260 
Sandpiper 
Baird’s 266, 268 
Broad-billed 727 
Buff-breasted 249, 275 
Common W 248 
Curlew 259, 271-73, 
213 
Green W 245 
Least 262, 264, 266, 
267 
Pectoral 269, 269, 275 
Purple 271 
Rock W 270-71 
Semipalmated 261-63, 
261, 265 
Sharp-tailed 268, 270 
Solitary 242, 245, 246, 
248 
Spotted 246, 248 
Sult 274 
Terek 727 
Upland 249, 274-75 
Western 261-63, 262, 
265-66 
White-rumped 267, 267 
Wood 245 
Sapsucker 
Red-naped W 421-22 
Williamson’s 421 
Yellow-bellied 421, 422 
Saxicola torquata 540 
Sayornis 
nigricans 446 
phoebe 447 
saya 448 
Scaup 
Greater 135-39, 138 
Lesser 135-39, 139 
Scolopacidae (family) 34, 


240-85 
Scolopax 
minor 281 
rusticola 280 
Scoter 
Black 144-46, 146 
Surf 144—46, 144 
White-winged 14446, 
145 
Sea-Eagle, Steller’s W 163 
Seedeater, White-collared 
635 
Se1urus 
aurocapilus 612 
motacilla 614 
noveboracensis 613 
Selasphorus 
platycerus 410 
rufus 411 
sasin 412 
Setophaga ruticilla 608 
Shearwater 
Audubon’s 59-61, 60 
Black-vented W 59 
Cory’s 56, 57 
Greater 54, 56, 57 
Little 60, 61 | 
Manx 59-61, 59 
Short-tailed W 58 
Sooty 52, 58 
Shoveler, Northern 125, 
127, 129 
Shrike 
Loggerhead 468, 469 
Northern 468, 469 
Sialia 
currucoides 542 
sialis 541 
Siskin 
Eurasian 720 
Pine 720,721 
Sitta 
canadensis 520 
carolinensis 521 
pusilla 522 
Sittidae (family) 520-22 
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Skimmer, Black 332 
Skua 
Great 286, 286 
South Polar 285-87, 
287 
Smew I51 
Snipe 
Common 279, 280 
Jack 279 
Solitaire, ‘Townsend’s 
543, 561 
Somateria 
mollissima 142 
spectabilis 141 
Sora 205, 207, 211, 212 
Sparrow 
American ‘Tree 646 
~ Bachman’s 643 
Baird’s 656, 657 
Black-throated 652, 653 
Botteri’s 642, 644 
Brewer’s W 642, 648 
Cassin’s 642, 644 
Chipping 645, 647, 648 
Clay-colored 647-49, 
648 
Eurasian Tree 725, 726 
Field 643, 646, 649 
Fox 663 
Golden-crowned 670 
Grasshopper 643-44, 
656, 657-59 
Harris’s 667-69, 668 
Henslow’s 656, 658 
House 670, 688, 725, 
726 
Lark 651, 653 
Le Conte’s 659, 660 
Lincoln’s 664—66, 665 
Nelson’s Sharp-tailed 
659-61, 660 
Olive 638, 639 
Rufous-crowned 645 
Rufous-winged W 645 
Sage 652, 653 


Saltmarsh, Sharp-tailed 


660-62, 661 
Savannah 650, 655, 
657, 664 
Seaside 661, 662 
Sharp-tailed. See 
Saltmarsh 
Sharp-tailed; Nelson’s 
Sharp-tailed 
Song 655, 664, 665 
Swamp 665, 666 
Vesper 572, 650, 655 
White-crowned 667-70, 
669 
White-throated 666-69, 
667 
Sphyrapicus 
thyroideus 421 
varius 422 
Spindalis, Western 634 
Spindalis xena 634 
Spiza americana 688 
Spizella 
arborea 646 
pallida 648 
passerina 647 
pusilla 649 
Spoonbill, Roseate 97, 
100, 105 
Sporophila torqueola 635 
Starling, European 551, 
567 
Steleidopteryx serripennis 
509 
Stellula calliope 499 
Svercorartus 
longicaudus 290 
maccormick! 287 
parasiticus 289 
pomarinus 288 
skua 286 
Sverna 
anaethetus 324 
antillarum 323 
caspia 316 
dougallii 319 
forsteri 322 


fuscata 325 

hirundo 320 

maxima 317 

nilotica 315 

paradisaea 321 

sandvicensis 318 
Stilt . 

Black-necked 237, 238 

Black-winged W 237 
Stint 

Little 264 

Red-necked 263, 264 

‘Temminck’s 265 
Stonechat 540 
Stork, Wood 74, 101, 102 
Storm-Petrel 

Ashy W 65 

Band-rumped 62, 65, 66 

Black W 65 

European 64 

Leach’s 62, 64-66, 65 

White-faced 63 

Wilson’s 62, 64—66 
Streptopelia 

decaocto 347 

turtur 346 
Streptoprocne zonaris 392 
Strigidae (family) 369-84 
STIX 

nebulosa 379 

varia 318 
Sturnella 

magna 692 

neglecta 693 
Sturnidae (family) 567 
Sturnus vulgaris 567 
Sula 

dactylatra 69 

leucogaster 71 

nebouxt 10) 

sula 72 
Sulidae (family) 69-73 
Surnia ulula 373 
Swallow 

Bahama 508 

Bank 396, 505, 509, 510 


Barn 513 
Cave 511-13, 512 
it ofi—13. $11 
Northern Rough- 
winged 503, 509, 510 
Tree 501, 506, 507-08, 
510, 514 
Violet-green 395, 506, 
507, 514 
Swan 
Mute 115 
Trumpeter 116, 117, 
118 
Tundra 115-18, 117 
Whooper 118 
Swift 
Antillean Palm 396 
Black W 394 
Chimney 393, 394 
Vaux’s 393, 394 
White-collared 392 
White-throated 392, 
395, 507 
Sylviidae (family) 537-38 
Synthliboramphus antiquus 


339 


‘IG 


Tachornis phoenicobia 396 
Tachybaptus dominicus 42 
Tachycineta 
bicolor 506 
cyaneoviridis 508 
thalassina 507 
‘Tanager 
Flame-colored W 633 
Hepatic 630, 631 
Scarlet 449, 632, 633 
Stripe-headed. See 
Spindalis, Western 
Summer 630, 631 
Western 632, 633 
Teal 
Blue-winged 120, 
127-29, 127, 132-33 
Cinnamon 127, 128, 
132.133, 156 
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Falcated. See Duck, 
Falcated 


Green-winged 120, 127, 


132. 133 
‘Tern 
Arctic 319-321, 321, 
S32 
Black 323, 327-29, 329 
Bridled 324, 325 
Caspian 316, 317 
Common 319-21, 320, 
322 
Forster’s 315, 320-22, 
322 
Elegant W 316-17 
Gull-billed 315, 318 
Large-billed 326 
Least 323 
Roseate 319 
Royal 316, 317 
Sandwich 315, 318 
Sooty 324, 325, 330 
Whiskered 328 
White-winged 327, 
328, 329 
Thalassarche 
chlororhynchos 49 
melanophris 50 
‘Thick-knee, Double- 
striped 222 
‘Thrasher 
Bendire’s W 566 
Brown 564, 565 
Curve-billed 563, 566 
Long-billed 564, 565 
Sage 524, 563, 566 
‘Thraupidae (family) 
630-34 
‘Threskiornithidae 
(family) 96-100 
‘Thrush 
Aztec 558 
Bicknell’s 546-48, 547 
Gray-cheeked 546-48, 
546 
Hermit 544-45, 549, 
550; 663 


Swainson’s 546-48, 548 

Varied 557 

Wood 545, 549, 550 
Thryomanes bewickii 528 
Thryothorus ludovicianus 

527 

Tiaris 

bicolor 637 

olivacea 636 
Titmouse, Tufted 518 
‘Tityra, Masked 467 
Tityra semifasciata 467 
‘Towhee 

Eastern 640, 641 

Green-tailed 638, 639 

Spotted 640, 641 
Loxostoma 

curvirostre 566 

longirostre 565 

rufum 564 
Tringa 

erythropus 244 

flavipes 242 

glareola 245 

melanoleuca 241 

nebularia 240) 

solitaria 246 

totanus 243 
‘Trochilidae (family) 

397-412 
Troglodytes 

acdon 529 

troglodytes 530 
‘Troglodytidae (family) 

524-32 
‘Trogon 

Eared W 413 

Elegant 413 
Trogon elegans 413 
‘Trogonidae (family) 413 
‘Tropicbird 

Red-billed 67, 68 

White-tailed 67, 68 
Tryngites subruficollis 275 
‘Turdidae (family) 539-58 
Turdus 

assimilis 555 


748 ¢ BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


gray! 554 ruficapilla 581 vicinior 474 
iliacus 553 wirginiae 582 Vireonidae (family) 
merula 551 Violet-ear, Green 397 470-84 
migratorius 556 Vireo Vulture 
pilaris 552 Bell’s 470, 472, 474, Black 103, 104, 171, 
Turkey, Wild 202 584 185 
Turnstone _ Black-capped 473, 478 Turkey 103, 104, 179 
Black W 258 Black-whiskered 481, 
Ruddy 258 483 W 
1ympanuchus Blue-headed 473, 478 Wagtail 
cupido 201 Cassin’s 476, 477 Black-backed 569, 570 
phasianellus 200 Gray 472, 474, 476 Citrine 568 
Tyrannidae (family) Hutton’s W 477, 536 White 569, 570 
431-67 Philadelphia 479, 480, Yellow W 568 
Tyrannulet, Northern a7? Warbler 


Beardless- 431 
Tyrannus 
caudifasciatus 463 
couchit 458 
dominicensis 462 
forficatus 464 
melancholicus 457 
savana 465 
tyrannus 461 
verticalis 460 
vociferans 459 
Tyto alba 368 
‘Tytonidae (family) 368 


U 


Uria 
aalge 334 
lomvia 335 


V 


Vanellus vanellus 223 
Veery 544, 545, 549, 550 
Verdin 519 
Vermivora 
hachmanit 35 
celata 580 
chrysoptera 578 
crissalis 583 
luciae 584 
peregrina 5719 
pinus 577 


Plumbeous 474, 476, 
477 

Red-eyed 481-84, 481 

Solitary. See Vireo, Blue- 
headed; Vireo, 
Cassin’s; Vireo, 
Plumbeous 

Thick-billed 471 

Warbling 479, 480, 579 

White-eyed 470-72, 
470 

Yellow-green 481, 482, 
484 

Yellow-throated 470, 
475, 600 

Yucatan 484 


Vireo 


altiloquus 483 
atricapillus 473 
bellii 472 
cassini 477 
crassirostris 471 


flavifrons 475 
Havoviridis 482 


gilvus 479 

griseus 470 
magister 484 
olivaceus 481 
philadelphicus 480 
plumbeus 476 
solitarius 478 


Bachman’s 35 

Bay-breasted 600, 604, 
605 

Black-and-white 593, 
605, 607 

Black-throated Blue 
591 

Black-throated Gray 
593, 607 

Black-throated Green 
594-96, 595 

Blackburnian 598, 599, 
606 

Blackpoll 600, 604, 605, 
607 

Blue-winged 577, 609 

Brewster’s 577 

Canada 623 

Cape May 590, 592, 
603 

Cerulean 598, 606 

Chestnut-sided 586, 
588 

Colima 582, 583 

Connecticut 581, 
616-19, 616 

Golden-cheeked 594, 
595 

Golden-crowned 626 

Golden-winged 578 

Hermit 596, 597 


Hooded 35, 621, 622 
Kentucky 615 
Kirtland’s 601 
Muey's 019; 582, 584 
MacGillivray’s 618, 
619 
Magnolia 589, 601, 623 
Mourning 616-19, 617 
Nashville 35, 580, 581, 
616 
Orange-crowned 579, 
580, 587, 591, 626 
Palm 592, 603 
Pine 475, 600, 602, 
604-05 
Prairie 589, 590, 602 
Prothonotary 577, 609 
Red-faced 624 
Rufous-capped 627 
Swainson’s 610, 611 
‘Tennessee 479, 480, 
579, 580, 591 
‘Townsend’s 596, 
597-98 
Virginia’s 581-84, 582 
Wilson’s 587, 621, 622 
Worm-eating 610, 611 
Yellow 577, 580, 587, 
609, 621-22, 723 
Yellow-rumped 590, 
592, 603 
Yellow-throated 599 
Waterthrush 
Lousiana 612-14, 614 
Northern 612-14, 613 
Waxwing 
Bohemian 573, 574 
Cedar 573,574 
Wheatear, Northern 539 
Whimbrel 34, 250, 
252-53 
Whip-poor-will 389-91, 
391 
Whistling-Duck 
Black-bellied 106, 107 
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Fulvous 106, 107 
Wigeon 
American 122, 123 
Eurasian 122, 123 
Willet 241, 247 
Wilsonta 
canadensis 623 
citrina 621 
pusilla 622 
Woodcock 
American 279-81, 282 
Eurasian 281, 282 
Woodpecker 
Black-backed 427, 428 
Downy 423-26, 424 
Golden-fronted 419, 
420 
Hairy 424-28, 425 
Ivory-billed 35, 430 
Ladder-backed 423 
Lewis’s 417 
Nuttall’s W 423 
Pileated 34, 430 
Red-bellied 418-420, 
420 
Red-cockaded 426 
Red-headed 418 
Three-toed 425, 427, 
428 
Woodstar, Bahama 404 
Wren 
Bewick’s 527, 528 
Cactus 524, 563 
Canyon 525, 526 
Carolina 527, 528 
House 529, 530 


Marsh 527-28, 531, 532 


Rock 525, 526 
Sedge 531,532 
Winter 529, 530 


xX 


Xanthocephalus 
xanthocephalus 


694 


Xema sabini 311 


Y 


Yellowlegs 
Greater 240-42, 241, 
247 
Lesser 241, 242, 273, 
282 
Yellowthroat 
Sommon 615, 619, 620 
Gray-crowned 620 


Z 


Zenaida 
asiatica 348 
aurita 349 
macroura 350 

Zenus cinereus 727 

Lonotrichia 
albicollis 667 
atricapilla 67) 
leucophrys 669 
querula 668 
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